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Cracks widen in America as
Trump on destructive path

Thm is a confrontation going on between US President Donald

Trump's hard line immigration agenda and the nation's biggest
state ruled by Democrats that does not augur well for the word
“United” in the abbreviation, USA. Hundreds of peaple have been
detained in Los Angeles even as the civil unrest has spread to many other
cities, including in Republican-majority states, leading to arrests
demonstrators [here too.
The larised America are widening even as the Mational
Guards and the Ma.rm.es have been put on duty to tackle what is essential-
Iy a law and order problem. This is proving politically explosive as Trump
had sent federal forces without ex[eudluﬁgﬂthe courtesy of consulting the
affected state and California’s governor Gavin Newsom, who is emerging
a8 4 leading contender to run for President, has taken the matter to court.
Sending troops in to curb demestic protests and riots must be considered
every nation's right, but Trump is doing it in a way that shows he has
edged ahead in his authoritarian ways. Behind his reasoning is perhaps
rhe fact that there is a resonance among voti .ﬁmermsm ahout the dan-
pers of unchecked immigration across America's southern land border
although immigrants have hisltnric,all)r helped the US flourish as the

workd's largest economy by lending their shoul-
Trump had sent gers to the wheel for centuries.
It is incontestable that rioters should be

Trumyj

p crackdown: Ending

LETTERS

consulti brought to book and civil distarbances dealt
ng the wi[h!{lJL iren hand if law and order is not to be
affected state and
alfornia's gove sacrificed for arguments in favour of illegal eco-
C OF pomic immigrants looking for & better life.
i|'| muho gmve T]E'E’ b thej;mTigrmm:i augmrtitLes ? The sight of a young Indian
5 emerg asa roe {Immigration am ustoms
leading contender to Enforcement) on the most likely places of e ee c e 0 ara Se student, spreadeagled ey
fﬂ’l’ ' has migrant gatherings may be inflaming the situa- the ground and handcuffed
nm dent, tlnu further with Trump determmed to stop by Ametican police like
taken the matter “invasion by a foreign enemy dealing According baut across the world wait-
to court with protesters he describes & official us dnta ing to join US universities,  SOMe dangerous criminal
) “The elash between the lverals and the radical ) areanxiously following the — or terrorist has made all
among the right is what is being highlighted here, aided in no mean mes- ane in four Trump  sdministration's

sure by the symbolism of sending in federal enforcers though the violence
in Los Angeles had been confined to downtown areas, where curfew was
clamped too. Federal owverreach by Trump's orders and his threats to use
insurrection laws against protesters come in sharp contrast to what he did
a5 President in pardoning January & rioters who did far worse like strik-
irﬁpﬂlme officers on Capitol Hill

nding in federal lumeg is just another step in a chaotic second T'rump
term in which the “[on" has upended the rubes of trade with swee|
ing tariffs, hit schools of learning in hallowed universities like Harv.
run ducks and drakes with administration departments when his now.
frenemy Elon Musk tried to run riot with downsizing, and pursued action
against students and even those with valid vizas with & viclousness not
assaciated with American exceptionalism.

Autorratic is the word most often used to describe Trump though he
appears to have done little homework before attempting radical reforms of
the American system as 1‘1’«3I uent U-turns have shown up. But a hardline
immigration v is something he is bound to pursue as it has Elll]cﬂl
profit written all ol.'e'r it. It drips with irony that an authoritarian who
may be out to disrupt every democratic tradition still uses his actions to
further the Republican hold on the electorate as 2026 looms when the
midterms may be crucial for control of the Senate and the House.

Fertility falls, challenges remain

dia's fertility rate has declined to 1.8, which is well balow the replacement
levelof 2.1. T{e fertility rate is a metric that shows how many babies each
swoman is having on an average in a feular country. A fertility rate
that is below raj ement level means India is on [hepe(h nd‘emutllllugpnp—
ulation, which is a welcome relief for the world's most ted country.
However, beneath this statistical achievement lies a tlm demographic
time bamb.

A declining fertility rate without sdequa(e economic advancement would
e disastrous for any cnu.nlry If India" sﬁ’pulaunu declines before it becomes
rich, it will have a large elderly population, which a relatively amaller base of
working population cannot support. This is a dangerous trajectory.

HNevertheless, India still has a window of nity where the working-

pu]aﬂ.unnumumber! the dependents. wer, this window is
sm as the country's population is expected o ]:eak in 40 years — by the
year 9065 — from now and decline subsequently. The warning signs eould
already be seen in states like Kerala and Tamil Nadu, where ageing is
accelerating.

The conventional response to declining fertility has often been short-sight-
ed going remarks made by chief ministers of several states — offering cash
incentives or tax rebates to encourage ch]ldhlrm Hnusv\:er India d.ueg nat
need more babies, rather it needs betber- ? TE

The real challenge is not the number of people In.ll e quality of the wm‘k
force. India's youth population could become a lHabdlity. not an asset,
it remaing unskilled or underemplo; Our focus must Inunedmte]y 3h1ft
from maintaining population numbers to creating human capital, w
eould mnmhe'n the country's transition to an ecnlugucs]l;-gu!nahmhl.e

i'ﬂ Omll‘ltl'} therefore, does not need token schemes, which are mere];
aimed & ‘s sustenance. It should implement a nationwide coording
pushhr igh-quality education and skill development, which could helpit in
supparting an extrasrdinarily large aging population.
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Dilip Cherian
Dilli Ka Babu

in India engine
ﬁend E&cﬁnﬁgﬁ%nhm

(and a

ease) 1o
then went on to lead Ai:hvdin,w]vemhem
meﬂedmmmlml:lsonsmm
'er.He:hahWedt.beBallIm}_'Bnard ‘too, j

President Da-

sities have only hardened
liberal "E;:nl.om.

t Trumyp's justifi-
cation for the erackdown is
ostensibly based on what
he considers to be rampant
arm SEIIJ][]!!TI and other

tional activities, in-

and within the Ulnted
States. India_ which will
the wirst hit, has respmd
ed with extreme gloom and
Bﬁ:p})&cﬁabnutﬂ\eeﬂind
*American Dream”
The fear and censure
stems from  President
p's recent executive
orders cutting short stu-
dents” academic terms in
the United States, deg;t
iy some forcibly and
ing new student visa inter-
views. He has also hanned
Harvard University from

enrelling foreim students,
4 move that I:as been can-
tested in the courts.

The S President's critics
have painted to the paten-
thal for immense damage
his foreign student related
decisions could wreak on
the economy and the coun-
try's v cultural land-
scape, v claim that the

-doar palicies of Ame-
rican a mia am'al:l.ed
the best and the bri
fronm around the world md
helped maintain the coun-
try's  innovative  ed,
Some argue that the rich
cultural milien fostered by
continued  immigration
will erumble while others,
more mindful of their pock-
ets, bemoan the diminu-
tion of the billions that for-
e:lgn stud.enls annually

The sl.r:lﬂenc:.- af the erit-
ics hag a lat pard to do
with the fact that the more
m\ asive elements of

rican society tend to

be wiralently anti-Trump
and abhor his conservative
itica that often seem to

pr on jingoism and
xenophobia. His critics
im as & person sin-
dle-hanidedly wrecking A
merican nstitutions, ezpe-
chally thoee intrinsic to the
nation's liberal character.
His attacks on hallowed US
institutions such as Har-
vard and Columbia univer-

institutional nostalgia

pound
GRAFT IN ED A

Planes, trains &
PMs: Ashwani i
Lohani’s career
comes full circle &

Now, Mr Lohani finds himsedf back on familiar
!st"lralMummou ptel

nat diesel museum, which
legacies of all of India' sPrhneMmhsm
combustion,

dermelmfu.mm

legacy warrior. Lohani possesses that rave trait:

w]mﬂmm:mleb'hdimblmdnfmhumand

ﬁm mmmsm;%m al:ouldzpermt.

it's time to take nofice.

criminal law —

cludin nmalft on US
mupu%:p While various
additional arguments have
been propounded to exp-
lain Mr Trump's crackdo-
wn on foreign student in-
takes through visa refus-
als, deportation threats and
visa rrm:atl.on:dmeﬂ:
13 a
m emi the apparently
inflow of immigrants
through  varions  routes
imta the countr
At ome end nc(ll)p mmig-
ration spectrum are the
foot-sl marchi
the US borders to climb
over fences to become
of the American dream,
while on the ather are I.q!a]
fmmigrants, many
whom arrive as sludems
and then almoet automati-
y ire jobs to settle
S e SR,
immigration accounts
about 77 per cent of inflows.
and Indian students consti-
tute the majority of this
Acoording to official
data_ ane in four infer-
national students entering
the U3 every is an
Indian. This re has
¥ been increasing in
recent years. Sines 2008,
Indian students have out-
numbered their Chinese
counterparts, growing a
rvecord  1LE oent
batween

year, 42 lakh Indian sm-
dents enrolled in US uni-

wersithes, with the majority
ng for 'ogrs.mmes
ﬁ wo'u]ﬂ ¢ them to

stay on indefinitely in the
i n"l:ryump is
r s conservative
and working-class -
ers do not consider un-
checked immigration to be

joba both at the h!?l[:!and
the hidech ends of the
employment ladder.

In many urban areas,

coupled with management

IOWESS,
If‘l\e:auheepﬁh‘lnﬂ.mﬂmmmaedlwngtu.!ﬂ
sjmm}uﬁmnnmﬂefmmnnmlnmmi

Let's hope the souvenir shop sells irony by the

CADRE
case, pyebrows go up. But

avylifting on

jons under the
U;h‘t in recent
has to flick-

began oocupying seni
Think bean counters wdden]\'{gbeing handed

international
Pty Py

declsmm and skirmishes.
demi the

the US every year
is an Indian.

This figure has
only baen
increasing in
racent years.

they have also been out
mpetm.g locals for basic
amenities such as housing
and schoaling. This canmot
but foel immense resent-

i, il
men sﬁmﬂfysnu e

mleoent timies.

It is estimated that in 20
Alumc-la;]s fatl'm Jbﬁ-]m
population reached & his-

pu]s torical high of 48 million,
mrowing by a staggering 1.6
million in ang year alone.
Pew Hesearch points out
that “immigrants today
aceount for 143 par cent of
the American ition, a
muq;h]y thr d increase

from 4.7 per cent in 1870
Traditionally, Mexicans
have been the ot
immigrant whi
m)delﬂaj)dg:.ul;lgm they
are neighbours, but in
recent years it is the Indian
population that has been
mowing the fastest.

Middle class families in
India have been shipping
off their affspring to the
United States in record
nurmbers even if it means
salling off family assets or
taking massive bank loans.
For many Indians, one fam-
ily member “settled” in the
US translates into a gilt-
ed investment which

engure lifetime seeuri-

ty for pavents, and at times,
the‘entueemd.ed_luhﬁl.
ot SUrpris f
President Trur plu; eﬁm"l‘s
w of for-

pread  dismay
[ndla As one Bl.onmbel
correspondent  reporte
“The worTies are puunng
in on my ﬁrmt clul
mmpsl\'lmw

Ell'epanng ch]]ﬂ.uen for a
ture a4 prestigious
American university - hir-
ing expensive college coun-
sellors, visiting campuses,
and In\-est]l:g countless
hours navigating comples
application processes. ™
Hunsdreds of

‘thousands of
students, not just in India,

mhmlsmﬁumnmu\'&k!nbnmnmme-

And consequences. A former IPS officer

(who's seen it from the inside) hhmtgsa}“athe

blem isn't power — it's the lack of training.

jans under PMLA aren
tools; they're legal landmines.

and it's not just the case that hlows ap — lheagls—

tem does toa.
The fix clearly is ¥ LS traind
for all ED am“nmmmmw mmmg:

temce.

minal provis

cadre.
THLSL

T““ m]zasﬂecldeg i

it o e meat-
nna Wmﬂmﬂmhﬂr%ﬂr—
wirtnal if you're dislling in from outside

Because in a department wheve power
memym‘l;mmﬂmmulﬂﬂilmpmmhw

]u.dlclxrv Many believe
this iz the af easy
access into America.
Despite the panic and
uprear over President
Trump's moves to curtail
foreign student intakes, the
case seems to be one of

ing to indicate that he
plans tn end all stwdent

intakes
tion mpl.ete]y M].{as

actlons _are ﬂezlfgn
raduce the flow of forelgn-

ers into the country, not to
hilock it.

Trumpian  stratagems
favour a  disruptive

msdl o chlange the
eoerce his targets
thrnugh shock and awe.
This often causes more
consternation and condem-
nation than real transfor-
mation. In the United
Kingdom, on the other
hand, tightened immigra-
tion Fules led to a record
number of deportations
last year, which included
students who had taken up
joba and were happily
residing in the coun

M\ewssnohuesnﬂm
there because the entire
process was carried out in
an orderly and judicious
anner.

Like Chinese emperors
wha: and fortified
the Great Wall of China for
centuries to stem the flow
of bsrharlxns into the:r
country, Mr Trom| ph
started a process of build-
img physical and wirtual
walls arcund his country,
Hls bemer might nat

eak-proof, but it will
gnaﬂ:r deter the surging
thousands who want free
enLL'yml.o the US.
esident Trump's Bblitz-
]-crleg like tactics is a form
aof deterrence. The -
thom of d
immigrants heing  off-

1o; from a military
in an airfield in Pun-

]ab might have returned
anly a rﬁg.mm.l.l of Indians,

but more importantly it

Indians angry. They are
demanding an explanation
from the Indian govern-
ment and an apology from
America. India has been
swallowing one insult after
another without once rais-
ing its voice against the
kind of treatment its citi-
zens are being subjected
to. Smaller nations have
shown their resentment
against this type of treat-
ment meted to it students,
but not India. Self-respect
demands a retaliation by
India. If we cannot respect
ourselves, who will?
Anthony Henriques
Mumbai

NORTH-SOUTH GAP

THE SOCIO-ECONOMIC gap betwesn
seuthern and narthern a1sa-.-|.fn
ble reality, shaped by historieal, politi-
cal and cultural factors. Southern
states like Herala and Tamil Nadu
have excelled in literacy, healthcare
sndg\wemame due to suslxmed plan-

and eivie awareness, whi iy
nm states like Uttar Pradesh
Bihar continue to face cha]lengesmut
ed in systemic neglect and rapid popu-
lation growth. However, this divide is
not inswrmountable; with fair, perﬁx’
mancebased resource allocation and
inclusive policies, the nation can
b this gap effectively. India's true
gn;lgﬁm hge‘-;pm its dwrslw and
progress d an_ transforming
regional differences into collective
potential

Md Asad
Mumbai

WHOSE TEST?

ENGLAND will he hosting the final of
the World Test Champi ip batween
Australia and Seuth Africa. This will
be the third final of WTC hoated by
land. If nd is not & partici)
Engm holding a final at the Lor
vold of all logic, particlarly when Test
mdm(ls[nl.gﬂganoﬂslau@yt m the
T20 format in terma of mu foot-
fall. It has became increasingly difficult

passage to America should — for organisers to bring in crowds to

e longer be consbdered a wa‘nchgam'l'est match. ﬁ]ﬂ e mare so

free ticket to parardise. then when one's own natbon s not a

participating country. Thus, it will be

The writer is an fnde-  prudent to host the final in one of the
pendent conunentator o two countries that qualify.

political and security D.B. Madan

Isgues New Deihi

time, and wrap up within an hour. District-level

afficers are d o join virtually unless

'lllBllBGﬂ

there's a
sent But herve's the thing: While the intentions are
oommendable, H\enun:asad!u:hrehmhhgm
an execution. Will departments

reason to be physically pre-

adhere to these

guidelines, ar will they become just another set of

* It's part of a new set of guidelines

I.Be'uedh}ggamala

dministration department,

recommendations from the Gujarat

hﬂn‘lhihu'a‘th‘e Reforms Commission (GARC).

E: aim is to make meetings more efficient and
1i

mules that look an bt are
practice? Bahu Epgmudahlemdm
without a pobust mechanism to enforce these

changes, we might find ounehresbarkmsqu.sm

ane.
Morecver, while the focus on
ahle.h‘sesaemm]mmnmﬂ:emml
cussions doesn't suffer. Some issues are
and require
hour cap

ficial discussi
In the end, the effectivensas of this reform will
onthemnmﬂmmtnfa]lmkdmlmm

is laud-

of dis-
indepth deliberation. A rigid

rigid ome-

it lead to rushed decisions or super-

well-intentioned initiative that failed to make &
real impact.

Love them, hate them fgnore them &t natiomal
peril, is the habu guarantee and Dilip's beliof
baber

Share significant
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Behind the bleak
growth scenario

World Bank paints a grim picture of the global
economy. However, the solutions it proposes
to address this are underwhelming

ownward revision to global Gross Domestic
Product (GDP) growth, thanks to the trade
policy uncertainty unleashed by US
President Donald Trump, has become the
norm for multilateral institutions this year. The
‘World Bank's Global Economic Prospects (GEP)
report, released on Tuesday, has kept with the trend
bringing down its global GDP growth forecast for
2025 by almost half a percentage point to 2.3%.

Where GEP paints a grim picture, however, is in
drawing attention to the fact that things weren't
exactly great even before Trump 2.0 shocked the
waorld. Statistics speak for themselves. Global
growth has been falling for a long time. This trend
is in keeping with a slowdown in global trade,
foreign direct investment (FDI) to emerging market
and developing economies (EMDEs), and their
income convergence with advanced economies,
The EMDE story becomes bleaker once China and
India are taken out of the picture.

When read with the fact that most things turned
south after the global financial crisis of 2008, there
are two key takeaways to be drawn. The first is
growth and development — the latter in the sense of
egalitarian economic progress in the world —are
critically linked and development cannot be
achieved without growth.

The second is that the world has been struggling
to find a stable growth anchor in the aftermath of
the 2008 crisis. The 2008 crisis itself was the result
of a Ponzi scheme in the garb of financial
innovation to boost growth. Itis also important to
underline that the political factors that have
triggered the trade wars of today have their roots in
the asymmetric incidence of the gains and losses of
the nature of growth in the advanced economies,
Unless this political sentiment is catered to
sincerely, there is little hope of things returning to
normal.

On this front, GEP's three-fold prognosis on how
to make things better — it suggests trade
liberalisation, fiscal balance, and employment
generation — is underwhelming. The core of the
economic problem facing the world at the moment
is whether or not the advanced countries have the
political appetite to absorb large exports from
EMDEs. Solving this problem requiresa
rebalancing of not just the international division of
labour and income but also the balance within
advanced economies, Not engaging with this
prablem will not make it go away.

Budget tailored to please
Pakistan’s armed forces

he Pakistan government has proposed an
Toutla}' of 2,55 trillion Pakistani rupees or more

than $8 billion as the defence budget for fiscal
20¥25-26, marking the highest annual increase
(20.2% over the last fiscal) in military spending in
more than a decade. This comes ata time when the
country is grappling with a host of economic issues,
including dwindling foreign exchange reserves, a
balance of payments crisis and perpetual reliance
on handouts from international financial
institutions and benefactors such as China.

Officials in Islamabad have justified the enhanced
defence spending by pointing to tensions with India
and New Delhi's targeted military strikes on terrorist
infrastructure within Pakistan in May. However,
Pakistan's latest allocation gives the military L97% of
the country’s GDP after almost a decade of decline in
defence spending. In marked contrast, Pakistan’s
spending on health and education fell in the
previous fiscal to less than 1% of the GDP.

These developments only point to the outsized role
of the Pakistani military in shaping policies that
should be in the hands of the civilian government.
The Pakistani military establishment is already
involved in a wide range of business operations but
now development allocations are being slashed to
meet defence needs. India has already expressed
concerns about the aid provided to Pakistan by the
International Monetary Fund (IMF) being diverted to
sectors other than development. Given that the
Pakistani military still does not make public all
aspects of its budget, there is a need for multilateral

Breaking a promise
made to the children

In 2016, when the UN
adopted the Sustainable
Development Goals
(SDGs), the world
promised to end all
forms of child labour by
2025. The world did not
keep its commitment

oday ie the 24th Interna-

thonal Day Agalnst Child

Labour. ‘Fh.ls day was a

hard-won victory in the

movement against child

laboer. Bt today, my heart
aches. Lean hear the d cries of
millions of children who are still
trapped in forced kabour, wiling in
fields, fuctares, and homes,

Ar this time in 1998, | wag sur-
roumded by hundreds of children whi
Tead been reseued from similar condi-
o, | remmember thelr
a8 they walked with me across 103
ountries in the Global March Against
Child Labour. Az the end, we were
inwited to speak at the International
Labaur Organization aw{mm-
ters in Geneva, where we placed asim-
ple b urgent demand: “Nomore imols
im ey hands. We want books, we want
toys!” [T was not just my volce; it was
the vasce of milllons of children whi
wanted freedom and education.

‘The march made history. In 1209,
the [LO adopied Convention 182, the
first international law against the worst
forma of child kabour, including k-

lgnited a wave of hope &s we wimnessed
remarkable progress, Between 2000
and 2016, the number of child labou-
rers dropped drastically from 250 mil-
lion to 152 million. It showed that
change was possible. But this was not
enough, because In the case of chil-
dren, every moment matters. One day

call this development? Years ago.
addressing the United Nations, | had
said with confidence that we would
end child labour by 20025, But recendly,
someone asked me, “Sir, when will
ehild labour end?” | had noanswer.
We learnt valuable lessons before
2006 abpai whet ruly makes a differ-

without schood s an opportunityloss, — ence in the movement against child
one minute in slavery is a childhood  labour. Progress was driven by sweep-
stolen. ‘g puiblic momentum and moral lead-
Anopportunity torevive themove-  ershipwith political will. People ralsed
ment came In 2006, when the UN  thefr valces for children, and govern-
adoped the Sustainable Development ments  listened. Many countries
Goals (SDGs). We spear- invested heavily in education
headed a campakgn to make Erazil, India, Kenya, and
sure eliminating child Bbour South Africa upheld compul-
was inchuded 2 an SDG. We sory education as a funda-
belleved that including child mental right and saw resulis.
labaur into the global devel- h Social protection pro-
nt a would bri Kailas| rAMmes were far

R nesied SUDPOT. O1F G ypyarih DeosT e o
effares bare fruit. The world tions and industries, too,
promised wend all formsof —————  came under pressure, as

child labour by 2025. The
member of our global march
su Ral, who woudsl.tommy
shoulder ched [ by
cnly efght, his calls were thunderous:
“Whowill stop child bour? We will
Bur mday, with months left until the
2075 deadling, | think of millions like
Basuas | say with a heavy heart. Weare
failing our children.

In the first four vears of the SDGs,
untll 2020, the nunsber of child labou-
rers increased for the first time in 20
years, reaching 160 million. In Africa
alone, 10,000 children are being
pushed Into kabour every day. During
the same thme, ﬂlewnrldheﬂ.me 10
il

ery, trafficking, and bonded kabour.
I-)‘Inmflrs( 16 years.of the comention

Tew
billipnadre every weel This was a sign
of alack of compassion. Can we n

strong political vadces, partic-
ularly in Europe and the US, demanded
et chifldl 1abair be rem oved from sup-
Py chains. All these efforts worked
together.

Today, the global drive has weak-
ened. The SDGs were meant w align
effiorts wo tackde |ssues ke poverty,
der, mdeduca:lmmmanappmg:g
would expedite progress towards all
goals as they are connected. But effarts
remain siboed, and departmments fail to
onllaborate. We also treated child
labpur asa side ssue, as only alabnur

Thecumcrhiidlreﬂlyh'npamtheumvuhtenhlepnpuhﬂnn
leading to an inerease in child labour.

tems and crushing debt. Corruption,
weak governance, and conflicts deepen
the crists. Every dollar kost to Injustice
|5 money that could hase bullt a schoal.

What worrles me even mose is a
ck trend | Inthe U5,

HT PHOTE

sisrs. Many countries have successfully
reduced child kbowr. People across the
world are etill raising their volces.

I believe India can bead this move-
menLWe}mres(rnng]aws,goedwe{—
fare schemes, and pol

ower 30 states have introduced baws to
weaken chil labour protections. Inthe
EU, a law to hold companies scooumta-
bile for child tabour in supply chains
wae diluted after member States pro-
tested. And in Brazil, similar discus-
Sh0Ns are pngolng.

Saill, theere are snall bt meaningful
sparks. The Unicef recentdy introduced
aglnhaldnldptaecumﬂmd.ﬂmrm

rt ks inade . The fund met
 about 30% of Its target, which has
affected the availabdiny and quality of
child protection services. Without
maney, haw can we help children in
need? The world Is alse facing more
conflicts than ever before. The percent-
ageof children living in war zones has
doubled singe the 9908 As Twrite this,
473 million chikdren are living in con-
flict zones. These children are at high
risk of dropping out of school, losing
their homes, and being forced into
Covid-19 iied the

probilem, and nota crisis of |
‘human rights. So, it didn’t recetve the
attention it deserved.

There are other deeper problems.
Many poor countries, espectally in
Africa, are trapped in unfalr tax sys-

tragedy. The climate erisis directly
Imipacts the mest vulnerable popula-
thons, leading to an increase in child
labour and nEg cyele of
poverty and injustice. But Impepel

CONSENsUs.
There &5 minimal resistance from
industry. All the pleces are in place.
‘Whatwe need now ks urgent action.
First, laws must be enforced. A law
that exists only on paper Is meaning-
less. Second. child labour must be
mreated as a cross-curting |ssuwe, con-
nected to education, health, and pos-
erty, and departments must work
wogether towards this goal. Third,
Investment in education ks eritical.
Quality schooling is the strongest
shield againss child labour.
Importandy, all efforts must be
rooted in a sense of nrgency stemming
from the deepoonviction that these are
all our children. They must be rooted
In compassion. Compassion is the force
born from feeling the suffering of oth-
efs a8 one's own and taking mindful
and selffless action w end thar suffering.
We belleve that everyone is born with
an inherent cxgamyln.r COMpassion.
We owe our children a better world.
Letusmot break our promise again.

Kailash Satpartis is founder, Satyarthi
Mavemm for Global Compassion.
The wicws expressed are personal

Pakistan’s budget reflects
a State under the military

Is above 45%. Pakistan was saved

from default by the 25th Interna-
tional Monetary Fund (IMF) baflout package
lastyear. Amid recent hostilities with India,
the IMF made a fresh commitment of $1.4
billion as partof its climate resilience funds.
The Astan Development Bank (ADE) has also
approved a 3800 million loan. These funds
are likely to be diverted to defence. It i
against this backdrop that Pakistan's budget
for fiscal year (FY) 2025-26, presented on
Tuesday, has slashed development outlay by
50%, while the defence budger has been
increased by 20%.

The budget for FY2025-26 reflects the inter-
ests of the military and Pakistan's elite. It has
increased the defence outkay, while the overall
budges has been reduced by 7% The
defence allocation is shown as 2 557
trillion Pakistani rapees (S905 bil-
lion). However, this figure does not
include the military pension of $2.6
billion. Taking this into accoun, the

ccnldlni tooa recent World Bank
Arepm.l & poverty rate in Pakistan

actual outlay for the military is §1L.65 T

billion. This represents an increase of
17% over the previous year. While the
defence budget has been increased,
the federal it budget has
been slashed by half 0 $3.54 billion.
This will affect the education and health sec-
tors. Desplte pressure from the International
Monetary Fund {IMF), agriculture and retall
remain outside the tax net, as.lhilv represent
the interests of the powerful geniry and
businessmen. Paklstan's budget for the current
vear ending in June was predicated upon &
GOP growth rate of 3.2%. The actual growth
rate has been onby 26%. &erm]ngly the bud-

for the new year proj 2)&15 Incresse in

e gronwth rate o 4. 3% Higher projections
help minimise the deficit.

Tweo meajor projects that have escaped cuts
are the Diamer-Bhasha dam in Gilglt-Baltistan
in Pakistan-occupied Kashmir and highway
construction in Balochistan. The former |s a

will strengthen the Chinese presence In ﬂus

mﬁﬁlemnfsmlgwr the province, where

it ks facing insurgency.
Pakistan's financing requirement far

gross
FY20125-26 is 519316 billion, up from 18813
billion last year. Its foreign exchange
reserves of SIS billion are made possible by
the rallover of debt service payments of $I5

Srivastava

billion by friendly countries. If they called the
deb, ﬂlzewnwwﬂdgnlnw aule. The
largest budget item ks interest payment, for
which a provision of $20.1 billlon has been
meade. This, together with the defence cutlay,
exceeds the net revenue of the federal gov-
ernment of $39.23 billion by a margin of $1.52
billien. The restof the government will have
to ke run on the basis of fresh borrowings.

This disproportonate allocation ta
defence Is in line with the recent chain of
events in that country. i & rather unusual for
a general to get a promotion after losing a
war. Pakistan had sought the ceasefire on
May 10, after Indian air srikes desroyed a
large chunk of Pakistan's air defence and
severely damaged a critical facility near Nur
Khan alrbase In the country’s capltal. But the
general who led the forces got promoted.
General Asim Munir's elevation to
Field Marshal was a calculated
move to preserve the narrative that
Pakistan had won the war.

The Pakistan armed forces’ legitl-
macy has been serfously challenged
in the past twio years. On May 9,
2023, supporters of Pakistan Teh-
reck-e-Insaaf ransacked Jinnah
House, the Lahore Corps Com-
mander's residence, and amacked
Army GHO (General Headquarters)
In Rawalpindl, following the arrest of their
leader, Imran Khan. Senor generals were
sacked after the riogs. Most recently, former
Inter-Services Intelligence chief lieutenant
general Falz Hameed was court-martialled,

All these have exposed the rift within the
army. Add to this the raging vielent insur-
gency in Balachistan, and Islamabad's
strained relations with Afghanistan and
India. Clearly, Munir's sagging authority
needed shoring up. And, he chose to wave
the flag of Ideology.

In his April 16 speech, Munir reminded his
audlence of overseas Pakistanis that they
belang to a superior ideology. He referred
Balochistan, the two-natlon theory, and
Kashmir, which he described as Pakistan's
Jugularvein The Pahalgam terrorattack fal-
lowwed 3 week later. The slogamn that Kashmir
Is the jugular vein of Pakistan reflects Paki-
stan's interests, not Kashmiris' aspirations.

The twe-nation theory, based on faith, was
newer accepted by Balochistan The Khan of
Kalat had declared independence In 1947,
which was supported by the tribal assembly
{Loya Jirga). Pakistan initlally recognised
Baloch Independence, but later dispatched
the army to suppress the Balochs. Bizenjo, a
member of the Loya Jirga, who later became
chief minlster of the province, sald that if
Baloch were to join Pakistan because they
were Muslims, then Afghanistan and Iran
should also be part of Pakistan.

he fact is Pa 's military strategies on
boith its eastern and western fronts e in st
ters. Mot cnly s (tat adds with what it clalms
as “Hindu India”, but there have been armed
clashes with Sunni Afghanistan as well as
Shia Iran. But that's the last fact the likes of
Munir would sdmit to. And, Islamabad will
allow public funds, much of it borrowed, to
be squandered by Rawalpindi in pursult of
flawed military strategles and ideologies.

JAMIESON GREER
\.!

We would very much like to find an

agreement that makes sense for both '
countries.

Funding think tanks is
a strategic imperative

nidta’s increasingly assertive role i intema-
tlonal affairs necessitates a robust and
I.ndependen‘t Iintedlectual foundaton. Ina
wark] where geopalitical and gececonomic
complexities are reshaping alliances and pali-
ches, Indla's viskoe miust be clear, confident, and
roated in s own insights. As Joseph Nye sald,
e power transcends mere resources; ithes in
the capacity to shape ideas, influence peroep-
tions, and set the terms of debate. This is the
precize domain whese in think tanks
Imvalisable. Whike India is home to over
think tanks, placing it among the top three
nations globally in terms of members, asignifi-
cant challenge remains. Few Indian instintioms
are influential in shaping global palicy or offer-
%u‘u]y rransformative thoughe keadership.
Iasue |s not ome of quantity, but of quality,
strategc viskon, sustalned credibility, and con-
slstent long-term support.
The prevalent model of project-
based funding, often reliant on shore-
term assignments and foreign philan-
thiropée or corporate donoss, severely
limits the capacity of Indian think
tanks to undertake deep, long-term

ling strategic reasons for Indian businesses o
significantly increase their investment in
domestic think tanks Foreign research, how-
ever rigorous, often fails to fully capture the
unigue complexities of [ndia’s sockal, eco-
marme, and palitical realites. Domestie think
tanks prmﬁ\mhah]a muanced perspectives
essential for robust policy development.

For India to effectively navigate and influ-
ence the Intricate global political economy, It
requires strong, indigenoos intellecual voloes.
‘Think tanks zerve as crucial platforma far pro-
Jecting this leadership and shaping interna-
thonl discourse. Investment in think tanks fos-
ters a vibrant public policy ecosystem, bridging
the critical gap between government, acade-
mia, and | . and arracting talented indi-
widuals o thepuhll.c policy space. Diversifled
domestic funding sources enhance the credibdl-
ity and perceived neutrality of think tanks,

reducing reliance on single or forelgn
recurring domors and ensuring that
Indian vies rerman i

ent and authentic. Think tanks are
vital comveners, linking gevernmend,
business, civil soclety, and academia;

research. This dependency poses Ajay they facilitate collaborative
legltimate questions regarding thelr Kh approaches to address complex
percelved and influen- anna natlonal challenges, from economic
ces the trajectory of thelr work. ——= developmentin climate resilience.
Acritical question artses Why has Share-term, project-specific grants

India Inc. kargely remalined disengaged from
conslstently supporting domestic think tanks,
= when foreggn counterparts beneflt
ﬁmﬂn‘gm% and corporate back-
Ing? Several factors comribute oo this gap.
Oz, some Enclian think tanks are viewed as
o closely aligned with the government,
undermining perceptions of thelr independ-
ence. Others are seen a3 the scale or
capacity to generate significant impact. Twa,
corporate social responsibility (CSH) funds are
frequently directed towards highly visible,
mimex | ot indttarives like health
education, which offer clear, tangible. and com-
miricabde results, F y research, conversely,
s percetved as having & less immediate |mpact
and being harder to-quantify or co

are msufficient to unlock the full potential of
Indlan think tanks. What they fundamentally
require ks core funding. This enables them to
ﬂe:gpymmeumlﬁmnpﬂmnalmmand
engage in long-term strategic planning. Core
funeding allcws think tanks to attract and retain
top Intellectual mlent, invest in advanced data
amalytics and research methodol ogies, develop
robust communication stra to dissemi-
mate thelr insights effectively, move bevond
individusHed models s bulld sustainable insti-
tutlons, and cultivate resllience, providing the
freedom to pursue innovarive ideas and offer
independent perspectives without being con-
strained by immediate funding cycles.
Lrudjasjmu'nej'mwand.q true global leader-

Three, many businesses believe they can influ-
ence pelicymakers withou the intermediation
af a think tank Four, many think tanks operate
in silos, lack interdisciplinary collaborarion,
and strugale with effective communbeation
strateghes. A shortage of dedicated fundralsing,

comm and mis often

might, bur

m]gapsmlrendyfsﬁ.rglmiamhlnkmnlm A
significant funding deflcit and a need for
greater mbqglc vision. Indian companies are

y positioned i bridge bath. By suppart-
ing domestic think tanks, India Inc. can play a
ftran; role In shaping the nation's

means their valuabde research insights are

future, fi intellectual that
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A fresh start
Base revision will better inform policy decisions

Scw.-ml crucial infﬂmnulicydet.'l.ul:muu.rcuclibru.um:-
) Jsewhere. the U

1A his
crl\mcm Mnl.lul.lcudewrl.mml Is wklm::l\ new series !'nrlheoumumcrprlm
Indlex (CP1, Indexof Inds (1), el lomestl p),
which are lkely tobe n:lem.-d nExt year, :I’urn m|\|dlydcvel::pdm.nm::nw Tlke
Inelia, it bs ext portant that key i larly revised and adjusted.
Revislon in recent yelmt was delayed panly because :;1 the pandemic and the long
gap between houschold ummmmlon expenditure surveys, As o report in 1 hl-!l
paper an Wednesclry showed, the g Isnow g
household consumptlon surveys more [rcqus:nlly.whkh must be welcomed. The
base for thecurment GDPserles, for instance, s 201112, Forcontext, the Indian econ-
omy’s glze in 2025 b expected to be about 2.3 times in dollar terms than it was in
2001, Inella has changed signlficantly sinee the last revisions, and s ely that key
Indices are net reflecting the setual pleture of the economy,
The expected revislon will not only change the base year but also Include new
datn sources, which shoubd help make these Ind m‘huan The new CPI, for
instance, will refl leedata from about 2900 physical 2300

STAY INFORMID THROLGH THI D @ WO LIS NESE-STANDAR D008

OPINION 9

Avoiding the growth mirage

A sustainable march towards 2047 calls for urgent

governance and judicial reforms

The release of the World Economic Outlook in April
by the Internatbonal Monetary Fund (IMF) has
lmn.uh: In rnm.h mlnlc.lng whel enth among

i Y RINAY SN

|

e e,
(Jnlmilmdpolm frant, huwcwr weneeda clear

actlon plan o curtadl the scal dominance of macro-

pollcles and a.-u:pnndllwlwmlnr.npm.
Jededy-

r.h mul dn.lu lunu:lu ani 1m|11|.'lll|.'1!l an actlon plan,

In tradde uml !nw.-ul:mm.!rn.upuunlwunhemmulu
posed by the Tremp-era tarlifs, This will require
velorms to Impar greater competitveness 1o the
Indlan ecanom

Much hag been discussed about the reforms
needed to free the Metor markets, particularly land
mccpulsitlon and labour market relorms, What has not
been highlighted as mueh are the governance and
Institutional reforms required 1o fulfil the primary
function of the government — namely, providing
publicservices such ns ensuring thesafery and secur-
Ity ul‘:l'u. peuplv mnulinn:mrmuwu thghts, and

xpu

Ivrrl:u:numlun:uhmrnmn agriculture to more pro-
duct uring and services

in the present series. The MInLﬁryu!"il.ul.lul.lwﬂnd Prog Tl
will also collect online data from 12 cithes to account for the changes in the ecom-
METce SpICe, Mlhm.uh ecommerce now has significant reach Inurban Indiaand
some parts of rural India, its adoption among consumers will only grow as I.hc
country urbanises. It was rep 1 earller thisyear thatth
ating the possibility of a separate ecommerce index, ulmd at tracking household
consumption through this medium, It will be well advised to construet sueh an
Index. Depending on thedepth and the coverage, [twill provide Impertant Informa-
tlon such as consumption patterns and shifts in demand, In faet, following the
ou:m:mc space closely could alsoenrlch the GDPdata, A monthly releaseolsuch
veasan important kead indi forthe Furthermore,
s repors suggest, the GDP estimates in the new serles will Incorporate data from

Twith Indin’ ‘Thechiet

executive officer of NITI lhuwumlr.m hive jumped

the gun when e declared thit Indla has become the

urth-: Tpuan, which has
o been echoed by the Prime Minlster,

The IMF report shows Indins gross domestic
product (GDF) in 2024 m$a.0n trlllion, aguinst.Japan's
S0 trillbon, but It ks projected to surpass the Japa-
e G by a slender mangin bn 2005 (84,097 urlilion
vad.woirillion). Of course, :Imlum:mm

AN IverIge. I
Inthe range of 6-7 per cent n:yer:hu past

the Goods and Services Tax warklmd the Natlonal l’uvn:cmu{ orporat lon of
:Indl.u. These sources wm-ﬂﬂ' b

Ible, Desplite mmu'ucllm.h and r:hmul

thcpnmtcmc‘lnrmnmn t:mm:mmed inrllwnnm hused on the lmm DIJI'IM.'Im|\

lrll'lu..... " uncertalnty, |I\c ecanomy has nhrwvu
| dlecislon-makl 1tosur-
pass Germany before the end of the

| Turgest,

tion data, some economists have argued that the welghting of food coul i slge
nificantly in the CPL The compesition within the food basket muy also change in
favour of perishables, All this will Influence the headline Inflation rte in dilferent
ways, with Implicatlons for monetary polley. For the Inflatlon-targeting framework
o be effectlve and useful, It Is important that the data Is necurate and reflects the

In terms of per co |ll| Incomi, how-

actual position on the ground, Nevertheless, the upcoming revision
hampered by the fuct that survery data is still based mmmplndrwwul'rcmlhcbou

Census. Inthe context of GDPdata, the ministry should )
the criticlsms of the present seres, One such critique is that n[lhcmlwml:m::d'
" JGIOP,In this regard, it iswort] that Indi

F Althoughther Fsuch an index
e plated, it ! mn.w...umllhereu.dwndmndllu he new serles.

Balancing act
Indianeeds a practical framework for gig workers

The glg economy |s likely to become o major job creator in the foreseeable future, A
study by the ¥V Gir Nationa Labour Institute (VWGNLI, which s affiliaved wothe
Union libour ministry, has estimated that by 2047, the gig and platform workforee
will grenw to &1 milllen, sccounting for 15 per cont of Indin's non-agricultural werk-
foree, The study s hauou:m r:u!ln‘uueulnumz: repart by Lhe NIT1 Aayog. which had

hutth Jd touch 23 milllon by 2030, and would
oumprlue? per cent of the non- uudcull.uml\w:ﬂdtncewmmnl amillkon in 2020,
In fact, the VWG NL stuch, hae Ins i ~ rapid technological
advancement, and m.,ulul.nry nrpﬂllt.y changes — thesect urlu ulpu'hln: Mdcllwdnu

pcm-rmms-[l'l'l']. I rankes 1sath,

The growth mte required to schleve this trget
ranges from o real rate of 7 1010 per cent, depending
on assumptions aboul Inflation. exchange rate

& |:‘.!l||l||,l'lili-L
irl:n:al o m.w!unnl:u growth In GDP Is an
le Incrense in I ven I1f we

asbimae thit productivicy will ln:pmmﬂlh thee Indue-
ton of new technology and better practices to
Impreve the Incremental caplial output ratle (ICOR)
from§iea Hac.l'uwlnlu nnnmlnal{.nl’ummlmuc af
10 T cent Teulre I
capital famation to 40 per cent of G from the cur-
Tent 10-31 per cent, A massive Incrense in the e of
nvestment I needed from both the
government and the [priviste sector.

busdc
[ |I1a|m.‘mlhn:mn.wwmmdhlmﬁ:r
businesses tothrive,

In a democracy, we cannot afford 1o have the
“roving” and “stationary” banditsthat Mancur Olson
referred 1o In his seminal artlcle ("Ddctatorship,
Democracy and Development”, Mmmnﬁ'rmmmi
eal Selenee Review, Vol, 87, No, 1, 1993), Pl 367
5760, because credible u\m:nllaru.m« o protect
property rights and enforce contracts are necessary
Tor broacl-bised growth,

Aneglected anpect ummrm urgently necded Is
1, I'inIMllh.

admir 1
not recelved the attent lon it deserves, [nthis context,
arecent report in The Economiss (How to fix India’s

While the past three years have wit-
messed a substantial rise in public
investment, private ir

remalns slugglsh,

It ks also lmpartant to create the
wcosystem For forelgn dinect invest-
ment (FDI, a8 with such [nvess-
mants, the country can gain from

sclerotic My 24, 20255 unds
Ineffectiveness of India's juckiclary is Instnsctive,
Of course, we belleven the philosophy that justice
will be done Int e next Iife If not in this, bue busi-
Vthat. noewould they walt that
long, Thie backlogof cases In the Supreme Court atthe
u.ndnﬂz:m stood g B2,406 and the pending cases In

“ourts [n early February 2025 was 62, lﬁ.(K!J

because $51.3 billlon was repatrinted and %20.20 bi-
lion was the outward FDL Some Intrespection into
the reasons for this trend and undertaking the
reculred eorrective acthon I ealled for.

depreclatkon, and changes in the norm

g thie "devieloped country” category itsell, What |s
clenr, however, isthat s "business-ns-usual” approach
will ‘- 1 tothi mbdedl

g the | nent-to- GO ratla in the

ooty

nh.nplml and mlrulrum.l transact lon costs :nmmn

Therefore, serious structural and mwurnnnu.-
reforms need to be (mplemented expeditiously v
reach this goal. Besices, it 1s not just about reaching
the milestone of the targeted income levels, but alss
whout crentls pOIL
:hcmllilunumnmmhvmkfm With India's popu-
latbon projectid to stablllse only around 2045, trans-

srtiis, Thie Inflation-
larmll:wmmmurthmlwlml lanw!n!!n:hn: —nM

andindistrict and subord Judiclary, a

According tothe World Justioe Report, India runks
3080 among 142 countrles In justios delivery, below
even Paklstan and Sudan, According to the Indian
Justice Report, the backlog in courts s expected o
Incrense by 15 per cent by 2030, The World Bank estl-
rnates that enforcinga conteact in Indlatakes, on aver-
e, 5,800 days — compared to fewi thin 500 days In
developed countrles and In Ching. As the Indian
couirts [l to resalve disputes In time, the judiclal
system becomes dysfunetional, and those who can
afford— and have the means — reson 1o Inloemal sys-
u.mm‘lun lee, Unless we fixthis problem, scoelerat-

ever, India ranks near the bottom in global = mare advanced vechnology. Recent
rankings. It has & long way to go before T I
whln.'\m developed 'fm\mflw starus by POLICY PILLARS ruther than relnvesting thelr earn-
m-ﬁ — an ambitious target set by the M GOVINDA RAD ings Inthe country arerepatriating 457 millon.
1d stlll be ALSLE7H.4 ehedr profits abroad. The net FDIin
uaplm GIP, Indla ranks 1418t mll of w7 Incla In 2024-25 was |ust $0.35 bil-
adjusted forp llen, even though gross FD! was $81 bllllon, This was

hopefully,a b

wem u:h.-epmwrm s o,
n\vmmmdtmlnn!n |I1v|u!|:.vra|ulwwlwu

polnts on.Jwne 6 will red

I the miediem

Ing 1 anel ack sustalned economie
rowthwill remidn o mirge.

Theauthor il lea Regglonal

stantially, while the 100 basls point cut In the cash
reserve ratko will inject lquidity Into the finuncial

Committee, G
Kurnitaki, Ihwlmmmmml

Multl-partlsanshlp for economic reform

gad milll next 22 years, F worth
celebrating ina country where, In the absence of rabust private-sector investment
in manufacturing, India's Innovative information-technology (IT) sector his
stepped uptocreate categores ol new jobs., From marketplace delivery o ide-shar-
ing, food delivery 1o super-speed grocery delivery, the range of app- and platform-
bused jobs has undoubtedly offered India's semiskilled youth livelihood

chio t ledute

tlat lmm Inuu.w the gavernment

y
Imiln'u n.mmmlwman & AL
i, tha Prime Mip I
Tclen. The Idea of multi- pnnmm«hlL Is unduuhwdl}
inspired. It sap

concept in miu.r critical arens of m:wmumu For
Instance, o multh-party consensus on
m:nnnmllu poalicy wlmthl be splendid,

T el Induced
mmlmm l'umr Ialh:qualllyu!'iuhuandadp.m:mcm
fare. In alabour landscay with a shortage of good- quallty jebs — le those

that come wll.h hmeluu ulu\mrkew mre |\<: tovbe envied, In India, workers affili-
ated to platform-b 1 contract workers, This puts
them umuldclhcpun'lcwod benefits such as health insurance, pald leave, or long-
term swvings (such as provident fund), They are worse off than even unorganised-
sector workers, who potent Lull;chnw Acoess to some measure of government

1 en

ments ruled by partles In opposition to
the rullng coalitlon wt the Centre.

Right now, a majordty In Parllament
thnnles to It all fes means that the ruling
dispensation does not need to take
anyone In the Opposition on board 10

his
mum SEZ llh.. a change lhm han net mude an
appreciable difference to lnvestor inberest,

When the Mod| government flrst came to power,
Itbrlskly sought tounderline lts pro-business creden-
thns by passing an ordinance easing the
land accuisition pre-conditions Insome
cases and dodng awwy with the soclal
Impact study. The amendments were
passed Inthe Lok Sabha but stalled inthe
Rudya Sabhu, where the rullng party did
not have w majority. Though the ord|-
ULCE WIS P pmmulrauod:hn.-ellnm It

atbon need not be zero-sum. Politiclans have to legl-

Imately conskder the wellare of land losers In lange
projects even I the compensation Is generouws, Whit
will they do with the money? Where will they got At
the same thme, discouraging investment for lack of
Tand Is hardly helpful toa state whene quality jobs are
searce, And yet we have the experlence in China of
balancing land-loser apprehensions with the famed
Township and Village Enterpelses that came up
alongside mammoth factorles. Instend of the con-
frontational approach of ordinances, a multl-party
consensus exploring such a solution on & natfonal
scale coulkd well have positioned India as the first
cholee for global Investors’ China Plus One strategles

was allowed 1o lapse. The |
that chipped away at the Bhamtlya

— ahead of Vietnam, M
Labour reforms, another obstacle for lange loves-
ters, has had a marginally besser fate. In 2009-20, Par-
Tament enacted four labour codes tostreamline and
consolidate Ivbour liws to Improve s "ease of dolng
business” ranking, Though the World Bank discon-
tinued the ranking in 2021, the government persisted
with Its effors to persunde states 1o enact the laws,
The fnct lhn:lhc BIP or its allies are In power In 2 of
I v'natates wnd Unlon Terrories hs played

a rode i ewumd!nr.llhq. adaption of these codes but

soclal-security sct “, Lo he 1 Workens' Soct .,‘, ity Act. ‘iur—l Tuleh s policienl sgenda, With Operation Janata Party's “common man® position-
veyssince 2000 itionsof sindoor, Narendra Mod was pushing it GUIQT Ing has not encouraged the party to rein-
g workers — Including the fct thit almost one I seven earns less than the min- anapen doos when Iteame o multl-par- traciuce it in ies second or third terms.
mim wige, While the Industrial Relatlons Code, 2020, addresses some welfine sanship, Gettlng a consensus on econ-  KANIKA DATTA Ructionsoverlund sequisition for pri-
Essues, It his not been Implemented. The informal relationship with workers offers omle reform Is o dl!‘fcrenl matter, It I
promoters of platform services the opportunity to optimise costs and cash inon e 1y podltical consclousness In the 20008 In
strong demand for thelr offers to gamer decent valuations in th I caleul Ity nul nlww wmk butthe con-  West Bengal and reflects how competing polltleal
| el b ulm.km‘ 18 hmpmn Interests can stall progiess, Al COMBETEL
With maore anc work being I.vylhe |..l,u the aslmaif ! N d ¥
fhclngg: lles inensuring hiscohort without L vl hiekind  between the belatedly reforming Left Front govern-
detertingth s dl of! m_ lh I'l I i hmcdind.u MJ.:I\ cn.-nllm greentield IlIuI\LlIhﬂI.IrIN.I pmh.'cu et In West Bengal and Mamata Baneree-led Tel-  the ikl
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with lubour-related Issues, Too much regulation can kllli:ppnﬂunlllcu The I'rau-
mentation of the textile sector frem large Integrated mills to unorganised small
powetkooms i acase in point. Unable 1o cope with the rising demands of powerful
politically-backed luhm.lrulumu mulw Turge mills elosed dewn, with the result lh.u.l
Incinlostthe justusCl i

up s mammeth garment factories, y drmconian laws I rcl.mch-
mentin factories u\dlh mmmlm 100 workers deterred blg mnulmludnu[mdoc.-

aces; the rel il 00 still to gal loninth
How imaginatively federal and state ink: balance the dy !
worker rights and the booming p lalofthe I T i ineIndia's

future socioeconomic fabric,

Farooq Abdullah: A victim of mistrust and betrayal

Ih.-ilnuhmlhl hivve trusted Faroog

Conskder lund acquisition. All

[per cent prios consent m:mnm.-elu«l |‘n||||l|u1 mp..r

struggle to unthem Iand at scale because of the -|| IT
Act

wintikd b o !nmlwplun:mm
up, iwould have b I ideclinlng

Vo Instance, aocordlng to rescarch by Business
Standard, 20 states/Unlon Territorles hive udopted
|

et
atate, But Ms Halu.rk.'chdw.hlm :nu -opt o tradl-
lIunaJ Laft Front bastlen — peasants @dcullllwum

for il ansd firing and 25 have
cornmitted tofixed lerrme mployment and 21 will relax
Iuwu:u[urm!l women u:wmkm night,

ot i the case of private-putlc

i Slrgur project 10 ke

plus asoelal imp Asn corpar-
atlons employ land aggregators as Imu.rmmliurh.um
poal In parcels of land, but the process ks cumber-
some, expensive, and ultimately self-defeating. Yet,
difficultios in acquiring land have been o key renson

; 1 X sarlytwo-
decade-odd Speclal Economic Zones polley, which
wiks supposed to provide the rocket fuel for Indla's

e Sl
fmsnlurunnm Mr Dt II'IlmI with

- whh.hlldld mot. In
that i

Autshl onsome fcts and Interpretations

Tl ot hm.-nmmh i was chul-

hand i, Salfuddin Sox
s working to undermine

q Il by concucting o dialoguse
with the Kashimi under-
wround and the government.

pect of neg 18 with a reglme backing blg busl-
ness. The same Impulse encouraged her to back
land-losing protesters opposing a chemibcal hub pro-
posed by the Left Front government in Nandigrom
and Mayachar.
Land loser ch

lonship brought Ms Banerjee to
power In the state

bt |hln n.wnl history has not
bl thissliu-

thietwe key factors of produc:

ton, remain sticking polnts in the reforms portfolio
as do power pricing and the bewlldering varety of
local approvals that Investors need before settng up
||1ml'lI:Ilﬂmnulml\ralnumlhcum |)|1|1II(.||I Iuadn.-rn
nthe
Gordlan knotsIn :Im.nmmdulnulmulm'u woukd be
etter than packing them off on taxpayer-funded fos-

M Diulat

pasition, openly calling
Kmmlrdlumulunllwy

I P Ct are yet unclear.

tenure, such as H D Deve Gowda nru 1
K Gujral, When Atal Biharl Vajp
came o power the Jummu & Kashm !r
Assembly passed a resolution seeking
autonomy, Mr Dulat emphasised that
|h4idu|\||||1nl was foF sutonomy, not

mountlng 1o persusde the

Ataround this time, Farooc was

ADITI PHADNE

Anyone whnlmm ASDulnewill know

af eventsh. The relationship between the
faher and son |s important as it is part of
Firoog's political Inherltance: A mistnes
of De il and a perennially thorny rela-
thomship with Pakistanwhich never for-
gave the father orthe son forskding with
Inclla, 'The book explores nnrm..]k reln-

lenged by hisbrother-in-Lw, Gul
Mohammad Shah, in 1984, Delhd put s
welght behind the Gul Shah faction of

Weanfiy Giarncltal bl deede thme
for hm, thoasgh the two had

hipwith New Delhl

that Ekely spy:

He Iunm!uhlu l‘r!mdly anduwfmc- on

lons. Bt on ene polntitls
lmuqluml —that he never, ever con-

st
one of Kashmir's mblm Icmhm Fruroog
Abdullah, is as much a window o

mnm:fllu.- most tumltuous and defin-
i

| i

sldered new of Kashmirasa
woluthon, The book descelbes hls meet -
Ing with secesslonist leader Yaseen
Mallk of the Jammu and Kashimir Liber-
mtlan Pront (IKLF) at which Fareog

Illsnaelvh 1 - uicl

him for violence agalnst

I and about the JLEF's dreams

1
J!M}mlllkul p..mmnlllv

Sheelkh Abelullih and Faroog Absdul-
lah Imw b tha subject of many fisel-

of “axand|”, velling him he wis nalve
and Hving Ina fool's paradise,
Gvien thibs realizy, the book argues,

ROVETTIYANE L0 Bt Tenson
and bring Faroog back n
from thee cold. This was done

made an offer that made his eyes
sparkle. What If he were made vice-
president of Indla? Wlm}wm e

the Mat Imulr deputing t:nn- d frlends. The vV I? by makling Furoog part of an abde, and things might have been
e | Muftl Mal il Singh years came and went all-party delegation toclar- different If that had happened, Mr Dulat
mlp|mr:nampnunmuumm|uwm.-m Tt Faroog clid not gethis Uiy to thee workd thas no ways. Ildldn:nmnmmwm:mwl was
maent, B There back:  due The prob No human righ lyer Tha
wmdmlhh here alw ButMr  one knew lktoin An ek were tak [t Kash- Matlonal C the 2002 polls,
Dulat notes regretfully that Kashmir Kashmir. Dinlogues withsep- T chjaf Minkster and m!rmnllm.d by Paklstan. By now, Cmar Abdullah wasset o
ouight to have been kept out of the kind aratlss leaders of the Shable the fwroog wissuperh, Notonly — replace Faroog, But as with the Shelkh
of power polities that was In place else- Shahvarlety wunrll\ulhnmlr Ly A5 Dt \|!l| hespeaknsanindlanhe  and Paroog. Omar and Pareoq too had
whereln Indin — ltwas oo Imperiantto dufour. But Mr [T —— Iso chall 1 Pal thelr ups and downs,
hc:rlilu«l with, I*armnmnl the full- knew thax the only currency uggermant spenk o him in Kashmiel, Mow Parcoq Abdullah ks In hls oos,
[thet lon. But thuz would work, both for ey ™ The 1096 Assembly st full of beans, the Hght of bade Inhis
i wmmltwumlulllmlay thet Dielhi and Srinagar, would be page electionsin Kashmlr werea  evesuncimmed desplie health chal-
tlon. He felt he had been betryed |w|uc ParsogqAbdullah. tuinlig polit for the state leiiges. This book his cost My Dulat, ln
ower, Mr Dulit wiites: Onee by his famlly In 100, PV Naralmha and for Farooq himsell — terims of his personal relations with

and then by the Congriss led by Indim
Ganehl, his extenced fml
Otlver betrayals followed | His gl

Rao's governiment installed the Depart-

et of Kashimile Alfales, hesded by standing ir
power in |1|.-In| mrm:mm short

Ry Pilot. In 1994, the US ehanged its

not the least h.u:au.ﬁ.nl kindly, under-
In

| wroog , especlally on Artlele 170, But t

the essential Faroog Abdullah
arsel through him the essentlal Knshmilr,
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US-China trade truce

The deal could pave the way for an agreement with India
even though the negotiations have been tough so far

NAGREEMENT BETWEEN the US and China on a framework
that will de-escalate trade tensions is great news as it could
ease the way for many more bilateral trade agreements (BTA).
US President Donald Trump himself has tweeted that a deal
with China"is done", subject to final approval from President Xi Jinping
and himself. The US will get the rare earth metals it needs, while Chinese
students can take up their places at American colleges. Last month, Wash-
ington and Beijing agreed a temporary truce over trade tariffs but each
country has since accused the other of breaching the deal. A deal with
Indiacoubd be nextin queue, even though negotiations in the latest trade
talks in India have been tough over a few sticky lssues—farm produets,
digital trade, and intellectual property. It was always expected the US
wioild bargain hard. As such, even if an interim deal comes through before
the July 9 deadline kicks in, India could consider it a win. This agreement
waould probably ad dress the US’demands for lower tariffs on 1

: Opmion

OR THE VAST majority of
political analysts, Donald
Trump's success in winning
the Republican presidential
nomination in 2016 was a
complete surprise. However,inhis 2016
book, The Rise of Trump: America's
Authoritarian Spring, Matthew Mac
Williams argued that Trump's quick
ascent through a confused Republican

F hy
ratherthe latest manifestation of a per-
sistent theme in American politics—the

trial goods, possibly some farm goods and cover non-tariff barriers such
as quality control regulations. A final BTA may be signed only in the last
quarter of 2025 and come into effect early next year.

That is not necessarily a bad thing, as long as the current high tariffs
proposed are avoided, because any BTA must be both durable and work-
able. Indeed, China's ability to hold its ground against the US appears to
have inspired the Indian team to be more assertive; in the midst of the
talks, New Delhi has formally taken on the US on the imposition of higher
auto tariffs at the World Trade Organisalhm A-h:mwer,imexpcnsemthe
US'doubling of tariff: fum, Indiak lofretal-
latory duties on some US goods,

This should not impact the talks; the US will persistin its efforts to try
and narrow its $40 billion trade deficit with India by not just getting New
Delhi to slash tariffs on a range of goods, but by also pushing for open
access toareas like dairy. New Delhi, for its part, will resist yielding to the
US'demands for liberal tariffs on food grains like rice and wheat and dairy
products. That is understandable, not merely because farmers area large
constituency, but alsobecause if far hift away from growing
tial food crops, it could, at some point, hurt the country’s supplies of
grains, Dairy has always been a tricky issue in trade agreements and in
the past, players like Amul have lobbied against imports from countries
like New Zealand.

However, aceording to some think tanks, New Delhi should consider
giving the US access to markets for some agri-products and the dairy sec-
tor.Washington has always been keen that India open up the daity sector
while New LJeIhl has heen pushing back with demand for a balanced

that tors. Indian st wnavigate
pu:litical and economiccomplexities related to sectors vital to rural liveli-
hoods and food aecurlt}' amid the hardem.-d U.s stance. ["hal no doubt,
puts India ina difficult situati 1tobe
ready tolower import duties on autnmnblles alcoholic beverages, chem-
icals, and some fruit and nuts. While it's important to clinch a deal at the
earlieaL,lmlia must not give away too much,

Alphabet's Al critics asking
the wrong questions

ASHALI.GMUP of Alphabet Inc d recently

thecomp ion toartificia i,

'lhe Mational Legal & Policy Cmmr(NLT’CJ fior instance, was worried about Al's

impact on privacy rights. Inspire Investing — a shareholder that backs "biblically

responsible investing " and sometimes targets so-called woke corporate policies —

eomplalnedltowldoemmhalnusandt:alltu:alspeed\..\ndthe hamhul.demsso
clation fior Research & i le's Al

and temptation towards an
ascriptive politics.

Before running for President three
consecutive times, Trump was the US'
mast flamboyant onaire. He started
hintingata presidential run by 1987_He
considered running as a Republican in
2012 after briefly considering doing so
in 2000 with the Reform Party. When he
?ubhc]y announced hisintention torun

President in June 2015, Trump
declared that the American Dmam was
dead but pledged to"bring it back bigger
and better

Trump's victory in the 2016 presi-
dential election was one of the most
startling upsets in American electoral
history. The racial and ideclogical con-
vergence that has changed the American
voters since the 1960s, however, was
largely responsible for it.

Subsequently, as President, Trump
withdrew from important trade and cli-
mate agreements, prohibited travel
from a number of Muslim-majority
countries, imy d strict immigration
laws, launched a global trade war, imple-
mented record tax cuts, reshaped Mid-
dle Eastern relations, and has now
started an unprecedented battle against

tion of American supremacy. Trump's
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® EMPLOYABLE YOUTH

Union labour minister Mansukh Mandaviya

We are craatlng a vibrant Educatlonto Employment

, industry

partrurs, and skilling onnmrs at a common platform
to provide career opportunities to our youth driven
by real market demand

@ VOTER'S DEJECTION
TRUMP SPEAKS FOR A RISING NUMBER OF AMERICANS WHO BELIEVE THAT GLOBALISATION HAS HARMED THEM

Trump’s curious rise

ATANU BISWAS

Professar of Statistics, Indian Statistical Institute,
Kolkata

Friedrich Hayek and Milton Friedman.
Trump, like many revolutionaries,
was notan overnight bon. He actu-

after Wiorld War I1'was the catalyst for
the racial ideological, political, and eco-
nomic iety. Bythe

ally speaks for a growing number of
Amenans who believe thatfme trade
and gl have ly N
maost. There's no denial that innovative
tac |ped Ameerican bust
looking to increase profits by hiring
cheap foreign labour.

Trump vowed to Make America
Great Again. Indeed, the

time Barack Obama was elected Presi-

dent in 2008, they had reached a tipping
point. Obama's election and presidency
drove discontent toa breaking point. To
his credit, Trump could capitalise on it

dan's piece in Time magazine. But, in
2024, how did the American voters end
up with a convicted felon accused of
attemnpting to rig an election and who
also faced impeachment? 1s it merely the
most recent example of the neoliberal
political maxim “greed is good ™ from the
1980s? Oristhisa result of Trump's rad-
ical nationalism and isolationism?
In'his 2022 book American Mi
University of California, Berkeley l'ualn
rian and journalist Adam Hochschild
outlined how the often-overlooked era
of American history between World War
Iand the the Roaring Twenties may also
explain Trump's second term. Pervasive
anti-immigrant prejudice and mass
deportations characterised the era. The
istration of President Woodrow

towin the 2016 ial election.

Wilson closed down news

The protests against C
rule in Europe were characterised as
“rejective” revolutions by

—

term"Again”playsacrucial e il the distinguished Aus-
role in this motto. *The ““mP’w_cmw tralian scholar Leslie
myth of the Great Yester- ~ €an be attributed  poimes, who said that
day“isafantasticphraseby  to the racialand  although citizens were
the renowned Polish writer i i aware of what the:

ideological ¥
Ryszard Kapuscinski. As o '?c. that opposed, they were unsure
the majority of Trump's verge! of what they wanted
supporters arewhite, blue- has changed instead. The recent emer-
callar men without college American voters gence of far-right parties
degrees whose actual since the 1960s in different European
income has or countries can be

decreased im  recent
decades, he has been able to effectively
exploit this nostalgia. They believe that
today is worse than yesterday, and
Trump speaks to that feeling. Thus, in
Trump, the electorate has found some-
one resisting globalisation and fighti
against free trace. With his strict immi-
gration policies and his crudely drawn
connections between immigration and
trade, Trump has gone one step further.
John LCampbc]l mad.e thecase ln th

2018 book,

contrast to Ronald Reagan and Margaret
Thatcher's free trade rhetoric, which
drew inspiration from economists like

RiseawamMThmwmdmdwq{ﬂm
Galden Age, that the collapse of America's
Golden Age of prosperity immediately

explained by the fact that
electorates rejected the political parties
that have characterised the “left” and
“right” political stances since the end of
‘Waorld Warll. Does such a*rejective"rev-
olution account for Trump's rise to the
presidency? Remember that Trump's
broad sociceconomic base appears to
include more people in lower income
brackets and a greater proportion of
older men,

The real lesson of the 2016 US elec-
thon was that " grassroots voters have lost
faith in elected officials and a govern-
mient that isn’t living up to the promise
of by the people’”according to Elise Jor-

outlets that it didn’t agree with. Labour
organisers were imprisoned by federal
authorities, and political dissidents were
threatened and occasionally assassi-
nated by vigilantes.

In this backdrop, Sinclair Lewis" 1935
novel It Can't Happen Here might be
worth mentioning. In the novel, Lewis
depicted social unrest and political rad-
icalisation in the US during the Great
Depression. Berzelius * Buzz™ Windrip,
anignerant demagogue who won the
1936 election with the help of millions
of furious and destitute voters, is Lewis'
antihero. The angryvoters marched with
placards that read: "We are on relief. We
want to become human beings again.
Wewant Buzz!”

Nearlya century on, has the scenario
been largely recreated within Donald
Trump?* Government is not thesolution
toour problem; government is the prob-
lem,” Reagan fam
first inauguration speech in 1981. The
Trump elites anti-elitism may have
been sparked by this diagnosis. What's
more, it appears that millions of Ameri-
«cans are prepared to buy such acounter-
elitist thetoric.

Regulatory approval: Time is of the essence

Delays in regulatory clearances can erode shareholder
value, cause loss of strategic opportunities, create

SHRIRAM SUBRAMANIAM

Founder and MD, InGavern Research Services

uncertainty for all, and increase costs

IM INDIA'S D\"NAHIC corporate Iand
scape, mergers, d

schemes of arrangement, de-. tmga,
and bankruptcies are critical levers for
growth, efticiency, and stakeholder

‘human rights and fuel discrimination.
'lhatmphabel’swidn.

woted down the onthe mmpany‘s
matter, since they have don “'rln help
d Alphabettok

Al ‘nazaldﬂ'.he TeasO:
Tha NLPC called on Google to mpurtomwhnthm itwas stealing people's data to
train its Al systems. Inspi nent of Al bmagamst mllalcul!and
political views,and SHy
of Al-driven advertising,according to Mphabet'h 2025 proxy staternent.
Alphabet stated none of that was necessary since it was conducting

ion. While the p board
approval, sharchalder and debt holder
consents, and regulatory clearances-
appears straightforward, the reality is
often far more complex, with regulatory
dalays posing significant risks to trans-
actionvalues and business certainty.
Timelinessis not justa procedural con-
cern; it is central to the success of corpo-

research into risks. "We regularly publish Al Responsibility reports, which provide
detailed insights into cur policies, practices, and processes for developing advanced
Al systerns,"the company said in a staternent.
_Itwould certainly be a good thing to shine a spotlight on whether Google is
ing personal data alc the ather but all lack

#ons, Delays can erode share-
holder value, create uncertainty for
employees and business partners, and
resultin ities.Asset qual-
ity deterioration has been a concern in
v Code (IBC)

ce
by calling on such disclosures tobe commissioned by Alpha
bet itself, and crucially not by independent regulators or
5. That makes th, look
more like performative activism than an effort to create
meaningful cha nge, not least heca use some groups like

s
caam. In mergers and acquisitions, the
andstock

pric I Protrac
approval processes can undermine lhe
very benefits these transactions are

TRANSACTION APPROVAL TIMELINES
T

sometimes undermine the very objec-
tives of thetransaction, underscoring the
need for greater regulatory agility and
streamlined processes.

CCl Approval Phase |: ~30 working days Additional reviews, Delays in regulatory clearances can
| _may exceed 210 days erode shareholder value due to market
+ 40-90 B n unc priices; cause
[ Eroc e Mm' ction loss of strategic opportunities to faster-
1 moving competitors; create uncertainty
NELT Approval 4~ months [uncontested) Multiple hearings, appeals, p d
*12 months increase costsdueto extended legal regu-
1 latory, and administrative processes.
ALk Ll """!""“’"‘“" Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sithara-
 scrutiny/revisions. suchdelays
Total Duration -Bmonths 12-24+ manths .
canaffect Indi i
negotiations, und.erworlng the need for
India {CCI) reviews mergers, acquisitions, Finally, National Company Law Tri- regulatory agi

and combinations to prevent anti-com-
petitive outcomes, Transactions above
certain thresholds requine CCI ¢l

bunal (NCLT) is the main adjudicating
authority for apwuvm; !:hnme! uf

ar meTgers,

Rrgulatola have recognised these
challenges. The CCl's Green Channel

whichcan takeupto 210 days forcomplex
cases, though recent reforms aim to
mdlll:ethlstu 150 days. ThL"GmenCl\an
mel"mec

:urpomemtrucruﬂngsundenmmn
panies Act, 2013, The process involves
!takeho]d.el meetings, hearings, and
g objections, with appeals pos-

NLPC have filed si 1 tech com- designed todeliver. approval of low-risk combinations, but
panies this proxy season. There are some key inthe far pape-

Silicon Valley | theartofwhat y landscape which should be clalky if market dominance is a concern.
calltmnaparmr:ywa!hlng m]ea!lng plossy reports — like this considered before moving forward. First, Third, Sel:urltl.a and Exchange Board
PARMY onef Pacebook, Reserve Bank of India (RBI) approval s of Indi all Mo delisting,
orthese from Uber Techr istics — that crucial fortransactionswithcross-border  and schemes of arrangement involving

OLSON

aren't audited by a third parry The lad( DE laws. requmng dis-

elements, foreign investment, or those

listed cumpame! [ta remit is to ensure

!IblemthnNaunmlCDmpany[awAppe]
late Tribunal (NCLAT)-often extending
timelines, especially in contested cases.
Several high-profiletransactions illus-
trate the potential and the pitfalls of
India’s mgu]atory environment. For
imstance, Ved. Jet

reaml ing regime
are steps in the right direction. The
ministry of corporate affairs is also
working to simplify rules and enable
fast-track M&As for low-risk transac-
tions. However, balancing robust over-
sight with timely execution remains
crucial. Companies, regulators, and
stakeholders must collaborate to
ensure that value-creating transac-
tions are executed efficiently, with
robust but without unnec-

clost o, ntent Imvolving banks and non-| g finan- ncy, Alrways' failed Etihad imvestment, the

moderation, algorithm design and now Al model dm’g‘n cial ies.Itsc oim- tection, and fair market practices. Sebl's protracted Vodafone-ldea merger, and the

entirelyopague, g i repor nd civil soci- pliance with furmEmex:han and sec- Pmpuaeﬂ delisting regime, such as the lengthy ICICI Securities delisting all faced

i toral regulations, but can add weeks or introduction of fixed price delisting, is significant regulatory hurdles despite

‘When Openal Chief Ex Officer! ked aboutAl safiety risk: especiallyas regula- designed i esses, but sig- strong stakeholder support. These cases

is May 2023 rp the research the com- el i nificant del ill mapp for i

pany cond d, as well as the *i if the econd, Ce Ci ission of alltr erode value, create uncertainty, and
models” per i to Al models s their
training data, something that OpenAl has for years Inept secret. If regulators or

‘hers could access that data, scrutinise OpenAl's technology HE EDITOR

for security flaws, bias or copyright violations. The company has pointed to trade
secrets as its reason for keeping that underwraps, but liability is just aslikely why.

Ich theywould demand 1 igh

to ompany’

wdent, tec
d.Metamade astartinthis
directiona few years agoby hiring Emst & Young LLP toaudit part of its transparency
reports for Facebook, but it could go much further.

Mplabmslmafamwst are relatively o s0 perhaps don't
‘havethekind tingofananr neet-
ing. But theirvoices — and the N L.T‘C's in particular, givenits conservative leanings—

might carry more weight if they pushed for some of these regulatory ideas through
otherpalil:u:a] :I\annn]ﬂ'lwymld,funnmnm ]thy[o(law!mkmtusetup BOmE-

tec lic. Until then,all that bi
wnm!uslstelngdmwnedmtmasy!tmﬂlatM]lalwmﬁvmlrthemtuaqun.

Stepping up defence

manufacturing

Apropas of 'Fuselages for Rafales’
(FE, June 12}, while fuselages are the
beody of the aircraft, the engines are
the soul. The transfer of fuselage
technology will no doubt helpin not
Jjust creating employment
opportunities, but also giving a
boost to defence production in
other allied areas. It could also
reduce dependence on fareign
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suppliers in the long run. it would be
foolish to expect transfer of tach in
ather areas as the companies must
have spent afortune in developing
themn. However, delays in executing
arders are the biggest bugbear of
production of defense equipment. It
should not be a great problem to
get the logistics in order for timely
delivery. Companies will need to
streamline operations and stick to
schedules.

—anthany Henriques, Maharashtra

Modi 3.0 and progress

Apropos of & continuum of progress!,
(FE, June 11), indeed, Madi 3.0 has had
& good start, right fram developing
|nlrnsuu|:ture with digital and artificial
e technologies d
the socio-ecanomic growth. Keepung
Operation Sindoar—a counter attack
for the Pahalgam civikan assassination
via destroying nine terrorist bases in
Pakistan—going to face our
neighbour's terror gimmicks further

essary delay. Only then can India's cor-
jporate sector realise its full potential,
delivering value to shareholders, fos-
tering innovation, and driving eco-
nomic growth. Time is of the essence,

Vimus are personal

shows India's military preparedness
with domestic technology and prove
that India na mare a helpless natian
against terror attacks. The caste
census fulfills the promise ta the
marginalised to have their due
economic sources and social
wplftrment. In sum, Modi 3.0 is
progressive with steady constructive
maves, despite global uncertainties.
~MR Nagarajan, Sivakasi
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Tale of audit watchdogs

US' PCAOB vs India’s NFRA — similarities, differences

—
Mioham B Lavl

fer the Enron episode in
2001, US lwmealkers
cstablished the Pubilic
Com| Accounting Oversight
I!nn.rs?l’ mm}mlﬂ%&imm 1
wudit quality of aecounting firms
and mandate companies to review
thedr Intermal control aver
financtal reportingannually,
Aspartof the strategy to
imp(:vttlu‘rﬁ'\mm'yt:'us
o, bt is proposed to merge
m’(ml"wll H,I:.'US(\:UHEI:-H‘-
and Exchange Commission
(SEC). This proposal, outlined by
the leadershipof the House
Committee on Financial Services,
inunder consideration for
inelusbon b the tax

ACCOUNTING. For sccountabiity

Enron, NFRAwasthe Indian
reaction to Punjab National Bank
und other accounting aceldents,
Though NFRA ook some time to

bill currently befiore Congress.
I‘nm:mmnnlnudlmlhyand
good governance would be hoping
llml'l‘ru]'n {hmlnmtlnmhin
proposal. The egislation
ol ellminate alevy on listed
; \broker-desl

be
(mn?;ufmlmﬂinuuam
ned affices only in 2017 th
mwlnnumdlml mwm?tnw
against some pecounting firms,
funalised aucit quality review

reports, insued financial qualiey

that currently funds the PCADR,
rransferring the onganisation’s
responsibilities tothe &
Overthe last 24 years, the
it

Feview repar putoutafew
Clrculars on accounting matters,
Maore recently, NFIRA has issued
aserlesof documents that lstout
mattersthat members of theaudic

PCAOB than

4,100 ks pections of the work weaturory auditors, Over the last
dhone by y firms 'y Firmn have
hervie been penalised, some have led p aganst the NFRA
been advised toimpeove the weatingthat it cannot empower
documentation of theiraudis Itselfwith the dual respons

qualitywhileafew firms have been
arred from auditing listed

oampankes.

PCAOE has also bsued nuditing
standards and has developed
cantentan gecounting standsrds
s per US GAAP, However, of late,
thisjgency has faced eriticlim
fron seeounting firms, for
Imposing stringent standards and

record fines,
" P

ofinspectin nudiﬁ!lirmandalm
nalising them. The Supreme
E;un ﬂnﬁrﬂ‘d with thpl; bt has
alsorconfiemied that the powers of
NFRA are in no manner restriced
due tothis.
O quiestin thint | bl
uskird inwhther NFRAcould alss
biea vietimaf egulastory e,
NFRA his don e e noagh and mane
toysenition the Indian accounting

he the
POAOB s expected to face
oppositon from Democrats and
may not gakn full support from

need tomaintain acertain
minimum level of audic qualicy.

think -bl .7

Inflation rate at 3.2 per cent has not
Fallen very low relative to the target of 4

percent,
Allthis Implies that while some
loosenkng of the policy was indeed o
idien, the aggressive loosening was
not warranted. This s the situation in
the absence of any cost- factors like
ajump in oil prices, or some disraption
In supply chains, 1f we allow for some
such serlous possibiliy in the next few
quarters, then the inflation rave can get
wven higher — more than what can

bt Reserve Bank of India cut
I8 repo rare by 50 hasis
polnts from 6 per cent to 5.5
per cent on June 6, With
this, there has been o cut by
10 lgls points in the repo rate since
Fchmnrla'f.amﬁ.ﬁlnmlll: B has been

reportedly pumping in liquidi happen due to just the very loose
aggressively in oneway oranother in the  monetary policy.
Tast few months, Does higher inflation mattes? Yes,

Also, the REL b dacut
the cash reserve ratlo (CRE) from 4 per
centto 3 per cent, This will reportedly
release additional funds of about €21akh
crone from September to December
2025, which is when the policy cha
will come bnto effect. The timlng of this
otherwise desirable change malkes the

Even if the allocation of resources is not
affiscted, thie less well-informed and the
lesw wiell-off people tend to bose, On the
other side, the government gains
throuigh, what econommlsts call, the
Inflation tax,

It bs a different matver that this has
been masquerading for avery long time

Proofof thi

auditfirms, S fact lit reports over the last
Iuvtnd\wnn:dﬁ:rlrwwm‘ym fiew years have been ealling out
e more responsive to the matters that previously could have
aecounting | [ el

been par
e i

It is natural for wy chal o
bodythathas been inexistencefor  have stabed that the Serlous
over two decades todeaw erticlsm Frauds Invest gatbon Office
fior showdng signs of “regulatory (SF10) I8 also another regulator,
ennui”, Yet, merging them with However, the mandate of NFRA
othier regulatory bodics |8 ot an und SFIC 'nmnlrtrly
iddizal solution inaneva of diffierent, Unlike the PCAOB, the
L scialigation. NFRA ks not dependent on the
:?wmquﬂmlmﬂnmuym.but finesit Impmrapi:-:rltn runnkng.
wehat should ot change s the The govermment should thirk of
accounting profession’s it quality asa jourmey and nota
e bl il Il destl andempower the
NFRA to become netral, falr,
INDIAS NFRA rigorous and assertive.
The National inl Reporting B hould be both
Authoricy (NFRA) in Indiahas huﬂ’.écurynndm:n-bummn:mm.
b delled on the PCACR, IF
POAOBwas the US reaction to Theweker s achartarodmoourtant

monetary policy in the near future also an a part of the dividend income from the
VETY eX] ¥e RBl o the ernment! The story does
not end there. The inflation tax s, ke
INFLATION WORRIES ather taxes, distortionary, So, there s
‘Wihat s wron g with all this also a loss in welfare for the economy as
It s true that the inflation rate awhole,

touched a six-year Jow of 3.2 per cent in

April 2025, This i an important reason
y the RELhas been usingan

expansionary monetary palicy for &

GROWTH IMPERATIVE
Wi come now to another important

while. However, there are some other Monetary policy can
Faets ns well. The inflation rate came -

cown close to the 4 per cent target o fow be useful for

thimen i the last five vears but then shot MACFOECONOMIc

up again. The average inflation rate has
been somewhat stuck for about five
years at more than § per cent.

S0, it ks premature to say that the
inflation raze has come down ina
sustainable way. Inany case, the

stabilisation over an
cconomic cyele but not for
long-term structural or
persistent issues

veason why the RBIhas loosened
manetiry palicy. This 18 about the gross
domestic product (GDI). However,
there is no “growth recession” atall In
Indla. Itis true that the estimared
rowth rare of GDP at 6.5 per cent in
dlow the potential and the aspired
rowth pate but this macter ks in the
omain of development growth
wconomics and not in the feld of
monetary economics,

Monetary policy can be useful for
macroeeonomic stabilisation over an
cconomic cycle but not for dealing with
long-term structural or pessistent issues
o those related to the “new normal” in
GOPgrowth for o significant]

policy, way too loose

'POLICY ISSUES. The heavy rate cut may end up fanning inflation.
~ Credit growth cannot be engineered through expansionary policy

deposits does not fall asa consequence

of & £hift in asset preferences. However,

It does make the path of bank deposits
relatively flatter, Accordingly, the
growth of eredit gets affected.

In this conrext, the RBI cannot

engineer or foree a higher rate of growth
of real credit in the economy throwgh an
fq'.'[‘lv: main

expansionary monetary pol
effect of the policy under the

circumstances can be on nominal credit,

These can indeed “Improve™ but this i
an gecompaniment to the plain and

simple higher inflation, which ean follow

avery expansionary monetary policy,

In‘amy case, relatively slow growthof

I ylong devedit does not imply that thee
10w, 50, again a very expansionary growth pate of real funding is low in the
manietary palicy is g bl Thie re imple, Bank

What is needed hire [s very different credit b one kind of funding but theee
and It Is n the purview of the Centreand  are other kinds of funding, Since

the Stave governments, and not the kB
And, It goes well beyond even fiscal
policy.

CREDIT-DEPOSIT GROWTH

W come now toanother aspect which is
even less well appreciated. Some argue
that credit growth in India has not been
high and accordingly it helps to have an
expansionary monetary policy soas to
Improve credit growth.

Bt we need to be careful. Credit
rowth is not high because it is related to
deposit growth, which is not high in
Imadin. This Is, in tuen, due to the
changing preferences of the investors
fran banks, etc. to financlal markets,
directly oF indivectly, at a fast pace or 4
rielatively slow pace, for the last few
years,

It ks true that the exlsting bank
deposits, by and large, nevertheless,
simply change hands so that the level of

Imvestors have been shifel ng from banks
to financial markets, the funding ks also,
day, shifting from bank

axthe end of the
credir o funding for, say, the initial
public offerings (1POs),

S0, there is, broadly speaking, o

change in the kind of funding for a given

pazh of funding in the cconomy, This is
not vo say that the kind of funding does
not matter, It does bug that isa s
story, It does not really help here if the
TRBL wsen 3 very loose monetary policy.
In conclusion, it s, indeed, hurd o
predict when so much can change over

tirme bt it s abso important to spell out

whiere lojie snd facts ave, at present,
polnting,

With avery loose monetary policy, we

can have higher inflation once agaln
thotigh there can be a significant lag.

arate

The wrer |+ n Indapendent acanorlst, He hastaught

at fughoka Univarsity, 18 (Del) and INU
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China will supply rare earths in ‘Done’ trade deal: Trump

thehindubusinessline,

Jogh Wingrova miedia, “WEARE GETTING ATOTAL ‘ the terms of s tariffrruce resched luse
. mpra— = Sliylar Waoadhousa OF 55% TARIFFS, CHINA 18 monith n Geneva.
TWENTY YEARS AGO TODAY, GETTING 100, RELATIONSHIP 1§ The plan reassured investors, who
8 President Donald Trumpsald  EXCELLENT!® had feared that recent tensbons could
June 12, 2005 atrade framework with China Trump's comments prompted fresh piral out of land reignite op
has been completed, with questions about the terms of the pact rade warfare bexween the world's two

Disclosura norms for India Inc may be eased Beljing supplying rare earths and negotlacors reached Tuesday in largest economies,
Tht Undan Gevernment b keer to prodde fuether relief o the corporate secher in magnets FRONT" and the US London., ||.w|.nfm"w“m were
the are of directors’ remunaration, disclosures of particulars of subsdisries in allowing Chinese students into its In alater post, Trump sald Xi and he wearce ar the conclusion of talks late
the balance sheet of the haldrg company and compliance with diclosre colleges and universities. “are going to work closely together to TRUMP, Trade trismph s Tuesday and Tramp rushed to fillin the
requirements in the balance sheet and profit and less acceunt, Indcations ane that The US and China will maintain apeny {China to American Trade. This vold,
thie Gaver nment may simpify the procedunes involved in avaling esemptian on tariffu at thelr current, lower levels would be a great WIN for both roughly 25 per cent from preexsting “FULL MAGNETS, AND ANY
disclesures mandated by campany law in these three arens. following negotiatbons between the countries!!!” levies from his first term as well as NECESSARY RARE EARTHS, WILL BE

two natlons this week in London, Hin post suggested China may have most favoured nation rates, according  SUPPLIED, UP FRONT, BY CHINA,"
Infosys may consider share split stion sabd Wednesday, The US torestart rare earth shipmenty before  toa White House official — thoughthe  Trumpsaid in his post, “LIKEWISE,
The Wnfosys Technolagles AGM saw sharebicers proposing ard secanding President sald Chinese President Xi the US agrees to lower precise total remained unclear, WE WILL PROVIDETO CHINA
reshiticns, walving the reading of the audiens repart and even swggesting that Jinping and he must still formally sign on key rechnology, And his comments China's Ministry of Commerce did WHAT WAS AGREED TT),
the top management ghees isell a raise, based on the company’s performance. off on the agreement. left doubt about whether Beljingcould  not immediately respond to requests INCLUDING CHINESE STUDENTS
I _ “OUR DEAL WITH CHINA IS negotiate tarlff rates even lower, for comment, USING OUR COLLEGES AND

L interast DONE, SUBJECT TO FINAL Thie figgure Trump posted ineludis Thie US and China reached an UNIVERSITIES (WHICH HAS
The Company Affairs Minister, Mr Prem Chand Gugta, made it clear that the rard APPROVAL WITH PRESIDENT X1 10 per cent baseline duty,a 0 percent  agreement on Tuesday following ALWAYS BEEN GOODWITH ME!).”
Comemittee’s submbsion that one-tird of the beard of a Isted company should AND ME," Trump posted on soclal dmgrtledwfcmnylttm.:kmmd il i Imipl o
campehe ndependent drecton was only the vew of the comerittes and not of
thee Gerver nimen . Wi wil take o decigon on the matter kesping in mind the
Irtereits af all tharehelders” he sald
® BL TWO-WAY CROSSWORD 2716
EASY NOT SO EASY

ACROSS

a1, Outlhing of athers (B}

4, Moving pleture (4)

06, Assistance (3)

009, Pesk of eap (5)

10, Mine shalt (3)

11, Progier name for ahen (7)
12, Hoarder of wealth {5)

13. Favourabile estimation (4,7)
17 Murmber of cars, ships (5)
18, Meditation (7)

20, Greek lorg ¢’ (3)

21, Abibty to communcats
frealy in speech (5)

22, hnger (3) 1B Commerce (5]

23 Make lang hard jaurney on foat (4} 18, ook of infermation
24, Lacking in moral and physical vigow By for tourlss (5)

DOWN

@1, Sharg, quick-tempered (&)
02 Locating device {5}

3. Something well werth having (5)
05, Heavy agplication

af oll paint (7)

0 Grown up, fuly develeped (6)
OF, & haadlane, high cape (10)
08, Checking of correctness

el Ingut data {10)

4. Do suirgieal procedure (7

15, hetuparg

mowe the feslings of (6)

16 Bewr witness (6

ACROSS

0. Fact of getting cwer vicus trouble

with small girl or boy (8)

04, Thie firm changes sicles te make a mevde (4)

08, Helg o g to remove her top (3)

8. Eyeshieid for caller who left it eut (5)

V0 Get thie stone aut of amine (3)

V1. Regien leased to Chaueer's han (7]

12 He's bing rmean abaut me, Sir (5}

13, Favourable vew of ap | da : go i no other way (4,7}
17. Ships that are left out around the East (5)

V8. Considered it should fellaw this hall {7

20 When one's due to arrive with o letter frem Greece (1)
21, 5kil ir sel-gapressian, but nathing risque (5)

22, Kpen retentment sLarts in relatve equanimity (3) International match (6)

23,4 long journey o foot back in bleaker times (4) 1B. Swap it for a dilled accupation (5)

24, Lacking in meral vigeur for ben years, but not hearthess (B) 19 A dragoman is soundly made fun of (5)

DOWN

. 18 quick to be smart, a8 a dresser (6)

0. Direet ken-hecer that's golng ug and down {53
03, Changng seats fer something worth hadng (5]
05, Thickly apphed paint far map

4 to be changed (7)

O, Ca take rurn with tea when fully develoged (6)
07, One left possiihe prometion on

raibaary and mache for the cape (10)

05, Ratification is, to irvalid, a change (10)

14, Do surgery on ear poet has torm (7)

15, bhake & show of the way i will
influence one (6)

16, Glve procd af attendng an

SOLUTION: BL TWO-WAY CROSSWORD 2715
ACROSS 1. Marausding 5. Lob 7. Craw B Splinter 10, Intevest 11, Faat 13 Earbal 15, Saayed 18, Dele 19, Barnyard 22, Practice 23, Rope 24, Hie 25, Gallantry
DOWN 1. Maching 2. Roost 3. Impase 4, Grin 5, Lotbery 6. Burst 9. Broak 12 Stunt 14, Release 16, Doddery 17. Cancel 18 Depth 20, About 21, Stag
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A needless controversy over ‘Bharat Mata’

wcently, an unexpected

aned unwarranted
“mmﬂmrw erupted in

Kerala in connection

with World Environment Duay,
which is observed annually on
June 5, Unfortunately, it was
triggered by Raj Bhavan,

I Keerala, Werld Environmient
Dy ks widely observed every year.
There is massive participation
fream the people, who plant
thousands of saplings across the
State. The day has become an
oceashon for the people to enrich
their understanding of the
environment and commitment to
the cause of it.

The proposal

This year, the Department of
Agriculure declded w conduct
the inaugural Funcibon of World
Environment Day ai the premises
af Raj Bhavan. The Governor,
Raifenden Viswanath Arlekar,
graciously agreed to inaugurate
the event, On the eve of the
function, while communicating
the details of the programme to
the Agriculture Minister's office,
Raf Bhuwan proposed that a new
practice be followed and floral
tributes be paid to a painting. On
receiving this proposal, the
Minlster's office requested for
more clarification, The Governor's
office responded by sending a
photograph of the painting,
eladming it was the image of
‘Bharat Mata’, Surprisingly, the
Image was the same one wsed by
the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh
(RSS) during its functions. Raj
Bhivan's version depicted Bharat
Mata sitting on a lon and holding
a saffron flag, which resembled
the: flag of the RSS. In the
hackdrop of the painting was a
i — and it was certainly not the
g of the Indian Republic,

Alter some consultations, the
Minlster informed the Governor's
alfice that it s Improper o use
and glorify such an image ot an
alfielal funetion organised by the
gowvernment, But due to reasons
knewn only to him, the Governor
insisved thint the function would
ot b conducted without that

2

Secretary, Communist
Party al India
Matlonal Counll,

and barrmes Rajya
Sabla MP

Thee RSS cannot
Tolst s
Iedeological and
pelitical
reaceuptions
wpon official
Tunctions

{mmage and with his participation.
The government was foreed to
change the venue to the premises
of the Secretariat. Every dignitory
participated except the Governor,

Reportedly, during the function
conducted in Raj Bhivan, the
Governor glorified the saffron
Hagholding Bharat Mata, He
arguedd that it s the symbol of
Trdin, He also eriticised the Keral
pgovernment and all those who
were not ready to uphold his
concept of Bharat Mata.

Ungler the Bharatiya Janaty
Party (BJP) government at the
Centre, controversies between the
Gonvernors and State governments
hawe taken place not just in Kerala
but also elsewhere. The Supreme
Court has intervened in some of
these Instances. Now, thanks to
Genvernor Arlekar, even Bharat
Mata has taken centre stage in
thise controvershes,

A dynamic concept
Bharat Mata ks a concept with
deep roots in the collective
conschousness of the people of
ndia, Duaring the anti-colonial
struggdle, it was used by varkous
wroups with different sociopolitical
orfentations to inspire and unify
all sections of society in the
struggle for Independence,
MNobody can argue that any
particular version Is the ‘real’
expresshon and face of Bharat
Miiti, This ks a broad concept.
THharat Mata has been
Interpreted by many sccording to
thedr own concepts of nation,
nationality, and world view, Over
the course of time, the RSS, for its
own purposes, may hive come up
with its own idea of Bharat Mata,
Governor Arlekar as an individual
has the right to believe that the
Esharat Mata of the RSS is the only
truse portralt of the concept. Those
with a particular keological
persunsion have the right to think
that Bharat Mata should be
holding a saffron flag. They would
alse appreciate fnding her seated
o a lan, For them, it s also
befitting to have a specially drawn
map in the backdrop of the
painting of their Bharat Mata.

As per its ideological and
arganisational framework, the RSS
hins come up with a particular
Image of Bharat Mata that sudts iis
dream of o ‘Akhand Bharat® and its
militant aggressive natlonalism, In
RS shakhas, this vershon of
Bharat Mata may be eulogised. But
conceptions of Bharat Mata are
abstraet and varded, It s futile o
Impese any one version as the
anly acceptable and authentic
version, The matter becomes even
more complicated when the RSS
tries to foist it ideobogical and
political precceupations upon
afficial functions. Governor
Arlekar, who has great experience
in public life, is expected to know
this busic principle. Those who
hold constitutional pesitions
cannot show their politieal
leanings, The dividing line
beiween thelr politieal
commitment and official
responsibility should be deeply
inscribed in their minds,

‘What Nehru said

The Governor, and the people
wh follow his ideological track,
mmary not be happy with former
Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru
for virrious reasons, But Nehru
must be remembered on this
oceasion. He wrote, “Sometimes
as | reached a gathering, a great
roar of weleome would greet me:
Bharat Mata ki Jal - Vietory to
Masther Indlia, | wotld ask them
unexpectedly what they meant by
that ery, who was this Bharat
Mata... India was all this that they
hinel thought, but it was much
more, The mountaing and the
rivers of India, and the forests and
the browd fiekds.., were all dear to
us, but what counted wltimately
were the people of India, people
like: them and me, who were
spreid out all over this vast land,
Bharat Mata, Mother India, was
essenthally these people. You are
parts of this Bharat Mata, | wld
them, you are In o manner
yoursehves Bhaeat Mata, and as
this iclea slowly seaked into thelr
brains, their eyes would Hght up as
if they had misde a great
discovery.”

STATE OF PLAY

kalappan.Ixigibehindu coln

ty the Tamil Nadu As-

sembly eleetions, Pattali
ikl Katchi (PME) leader 5.
Ramacoss visited DMIC leader
M. Karunanidhi at his Gopa-
Laipuram residence o invite
him for a family wedding. Ka-
runanidhi did ot miss the op-
portunity to rope the PMK in-
to the DME:led alliance, even
though the PME had contest-
ed the 2000 Lok Sabha elec
thors as part of the ALADME al-
Hamoe, The PMK had fafled o
win a single seat in that elec-
thiies, chesgattie belng considered
a pewerlul ally eapabile of dit-
ng the scales of victory for
any allinmce. Yet, this percep-
tion of the party being a
strong ally ked Karunanidhi o
generously allo 30 seats to the
PME and seal the alliance. Ho-
wever, the PME managed to
secure only three seats, prov-
Ing that its decline had actual-
Iy begun as early as 2009,

Dr. Ramadoss, a medical
doctor by qualification, has al-
ways played his politleal cards
carefilly, switching alllances
from one election to another,
byt Eailing e govupe the shifting
sands of Tamil Nadu politics,
In 2009, the PME suffered de-
feat by aligning with the
ALADME. It was routed again
in the 2001 polls. The emer-
gence of the Desiya Murpokku
Dravida Kazhagam, bed by ac-
tor Vijayakant, in 2005, also
eclipsed the PME's influence
n many areas,

The party has never been
able to reclalm fis pasi glory,

l i 2001, during the run-up

desplie hiving been pari of

the Union government from
1998 to 2009, During that
time, Anbumani Ramadoss,
Dr. Ramadoss's son, held the
health  portfolio (2004-09),

Today, despite its organisa
tional strength and the sup:
port of the Vanniyars, its core
base, the party finds itself at a
crossroads due to the growing
rift between Dr. Ramadoss
and Dr. Anbumani Ramadoss.

in the 19808, Dr, Ramadoss
maobilised the Vannlyars by
champloning thelr claim for
Most Backward Cliss stitus,
Adter the DMK government led
by Karunanidhi granted 20%
reservation by grouping o
pether several communities,
mcluding the Vannlyars, Ra-
miachoss founded the PME. Ina
symbolic gesture reminkscent
of Plloo Mody, Dr. Ramadoss
sent Panrutl S5, Ramachan-
dran, the PME's lone MLA in
199, to the Assembly riding
an elephant - the symbol on
which he won. The party per-
formed well in the 1996, 2001,
and 2006 Assembly eleetions,

The PME entered the na-
tional stage when De. Rama-
doss Jolned the AIADMICEIP
alliance in 1998 and secured o
Union Cabinet berth for Dalit
Exhilmalal, the party’s general
secretary, He remained with
the BIP even after Jaovalalichaa
toppled the Atal Bibarl Vaj-
payee-ded  government. This
padcd off as the BIP-DME com-
bine made good gains in 1995,
The PME was allotted two mi-
nistertal berths in the BIP-led
povernment. In 2004, along
with the DMK, it joined the
Congress-bed United Progres:
sve Alliance, and Anbumani
Ramacdoss becarme a Union Mi-
nister in the Manmohan Singh

Fovernment.
Dr. Ramadoss, who once
acted as a bridge between the
Vanniyars and Dalits, also
sought o shed the image of
bedng a solely Vannlyar party
by espousing Tamil kentity
and working closely with Vi
duthalai Chiruthaigal Katehi
leader Thol. Thirumavalavan
and Tamil nationalist leader
Pazha Nedumaran, However,
successive electoral  defeats
forced him to take refuge in
caste-based paolites, He even
Fan @ campaign targeting the
Schedubed Castes (SCs), accus-
Ing thelr youth of wearing
Jeans and sunglasses and lur
ing girls from other eommuni-
thes for thelr wealih, In 2002,
the tragle death of Dharmapu-
ol ivarnsan, an 5C man, who
mmarried Divya, a Visnnkyar wo-
i, caused deep damage
the PMK's image. Since then, it
has not been able to shed the
“Vanniyar party’ image,

The current war of words
between father and son has
crossed all limits and shocked
observers who hive followed
the PME for decades. Dr. Ane
bumani Ramadoss had always
sirkdl that his father is his role
madel and has acknowledged
hils organisational skills,

The absence of polideal
power and influence seems o
have misde D, Ramadoss des-
perate and angry. He is proba:
bly making a last-ditch effort
to secure a stable future for
the party as the Tamil Nadu
political space is too crowded,
His ego does not permit even
his son to interfere with his
schemes. He knows well that
Dr. Anbumani Ramadoss, who
rose swiltly within the party
runks, could overshadow him,
and he s not prepared for
that. Nedther his family mem-
bsers nor outsiders, including
Rashtriya Swayarmsevak Sangh
deologue 5. Gurumurthy, can
comvinee the unreconstructed
Dr. Ramackoss,

Violent crimes by juveniles have increased in India

DATA POINT

Sambavi Parthasacathy

dolescence, a British mini
Aucrm released o few

months ago, tells the chill:
ingg story of a 13-year-old boy, Ja-
mibe, who murders his classmate,
Katle, 1t was eritically acclaimed
for fts single-take format, powerful
performances, seamless direction,
and excellent storyielling,

More Importantly, the serles
sparked conversations not just in
the UK. but workdwide about s
sues such as cyberbullying, invo-
luntary celibate tincel) subculture,
casual online misogymy, the beha
vioural shifts in adolescence, and
the increasingly complex world
that bays find themselves navigat-
g oy,

The serbes sought to examine
why a young boy committed a vio-
lent erime, This s an imporant at-
tempt as data shows that violent
erimes by fuvenlles are rising
across the world, including in In-
dia, Vilent erimes include sexual
offences such as rape, acts of phys-
feal violence such as murder, bodi:
Iy infury or atempted murder, and
other offences such as arson, da-
coity, and robbery, Offences such
an rash driving, causing death by
negligence, forgery, cheating, tres-
passing, fraud,  pickpocketing,
thefts, and obscene acts in public
places have been excluded from
this analysis as they are all consi-
dered mostly nonviclent in na-
ture,

Chart 1 shows the share of
youth apprehended for violent
erimes out of all the youth appre-
herded for eriminal offences in se
lect countries between 2006 and
2020, Even in the brief peri i
sidbered, the share of youth appre:
hended for violent crimes rose
considerably. For instance, in the
LK., the share increased from
S0 to 5TH among juveniles,

The pattern ks the same in India
ton. Last month, a Byear-old boy
in Hubli, Karnataka, was taken in-

(Z:

o eustody for stabsbing his 15-year.
old friend following an argument
over chips, In another incident last
month, police in Chennad arrested
12 Ax:sn)k seven of them minors

o the alleged rape and sexual
assault of w 13-year-old girl,

While the total number of juve-
niles in conflict with the law de-
clined from 37402 in 2007 w0
33,261 In 2022 in India, the share
of those apprehended for violent
offences steadily inereased (Chart
2). In 2006, of all the juveniles ap-
prehended, 32.5% were caught for
committing violent erimes, By
2022, this fgure had risen w
49.5%. This means that half the ju-
veniles who were in conflict with
the low were apprebended for vio-
lent offences,

A State-wise breakdown of vie-
lent crimes committed by juves
niles in India shows that Madhya
Pradesh accounted for 200 of all
such cases between 2007 and
2022, followed by Maharashira
with 18% (Chart 3). Rajasthan
(0.6%), Chhattlsgarh (8.4%), and
Tamdl MNacu (5%) ranked third,
fouirth, anc fifth, respectively, Del-
i stoed out. Despite its relatively
small size, the capital accounted
fior 6.8% of all violent crimes com-
mitted by juveniles in the country,
possibly due to better policing and
reporting of such cases,

Hegarding the proportion of
violent erimes amaong all juvenile
offences within each State, Jhark-
hand had the highest share (67%)
i the 2007 to 2022 perlod. In Trip-
ura, West Bengal, Chhattisgarh
and Madhya Pradesh, over 60% of
the juventle alfences ean be classi-
fheel s wlolent dn the same period.
Map 4 shows the proportion of
violent erimes ameng all juvenile
offences within each Stave,

Chart 3 and Map 4, when read
together, show that many central
and eastern States are hotspots for
vielent juventle crimes, with Mad-
hya Prachesh being the most affect-
ed. Odisha, however, remains an
exception in the region, with only
1% of all juvenile erimes belng
violent in mature.

Adolescence, India edition:

Aviolent turn

AT
| \V

ipprehended in India were accused of violent offences
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Proposals to attract
remittances from Indians
abroad

New Delhi, Jure 11 The Undon Finance Minstry
Is examining the feasibility of making it
obligatory for Indians taking jobs abroad w
remit to the country a certaln proportion (about
10 per cent) of their earnings every year. The
remittances may be made elther o thelr
relatives in the country or eredived 1w a bank
account makntained in Indda,

This Is among the three proposals which the

anada,
nent of
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Chart 21 The % ol juveniles apprehended for violent offences out
of a the Juvenies apprehended In |ndia (7016:2022)

Heserve Bank of India has been asked o
examine in detail and comment upan, The other
proposals are: (i) The feasibility of permitting
noreresident Indians living abroad w maintain

e bank accounts in India in the unit of a
convertible Foreign currency, either the pound
L) sterling or the dollar and (48 permitting them to
43,8 Invest in company shares in India, The Reserve
Bank is already stated 1o have commented on
L these proposals in detail, The contents of its.
note to the Finance Minkstry are not known, buat
they seem to be by and large Bivourable.
wﬂiﬂwmﬁl‘m The Finance Minkstry was prompted to
the low were apprehanded consider the question of permitting non-resident
torwinlant affencns Indians lhving abroad to keep thelr remittances
to Indka in the undt of sceount of a forelgn
curreney to protect thelr savings from any
FUTURNE T R 1T N1 T ]

erosion on sccount of the fall in the rupee value,
Uncher the existing banking Lws, this is not

1]
m I
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such cmses, followd by Moharashira with 1%

Pradesh socounted for 21.8% of all

Map &
nﬂmunullnln sach State (20172027

Hharkhand: §7.1%

Th clarker the colour, the higier ihe
propartion of wielent erines amang of
fvanile sffanced im e State

permissible.

A HUNDRED YEARS AGOD JUNE 1%, 1925
Railway terminal facilities

Caleutta, June 11: In reply to the commundeation
pecelved from the Rudlway Board on the 18th
April, regarching the Caleutts Rallway terminal
Facilithes, the committee of the Bengal National
Chamber of Commerce state that in their
opinion Sealdah would be a more convendent
terminus for the East Indian Mail and passenger
traing, They observe that the existing Howrah
Bricge .|m| the roads on either side of the river

i it cannot o carry the
ht-.wy mlﬂL that passes over the bridge and that
It will be & bongg Hme before the construction of
the bridge may be completed. The Committes
are aware that o ghve effect to the above
recommendation it will be necessary to enlarge
i and remedel the Sealdah Statlon and they
L] consider the change advisable,

AR
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Why C. Sankaran Nair’s legacy
cannot be compartmentalised

‘The political appropriation of Sir C. Sankaran Nair

problematic, given his complex historical positioning

Eaisal CK.

ecruiting historical figures —
particilarly stalwarts of the
Indizan Mational Movement -

into contempaorary political
marratives has became a recurri
strategy employed by Indian politicians,
After deftly appropriating icons like
Sardar Patel, Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose,
and Dr. B.R. Ambedkar, the BIP has
recently “discovered” a bong-forgotten
hero of the freedom struggle: Sir C.
Sankaran Mair, the only stalwart from
Kerala to have presided over the Indian
National Congress, Not to be outdone, the
Congress has scrambled to reclaim its
former president - a man it had buried in
to oblivion for nearly a century. The
recent film Kesari Chapter 2: The Untold
Story of Jallianwala Bagh, which portrays
Sir C. Sankaran Nair as an unsung hero,
has now broaght him into the lmelight.

The political appropriation of Sir .
Sankaran Mair's legacy by both the BJP
and the Congress is deeply problematic,
given his complex historical positioning.
The BJP highlights Nair's criticism of
Mahatma Gandhi, particularly in his later
work Gandhi and Anarchy (1922), where
he questioned Gandhi's non-cooperation
movemerit. By portraying Nair as a
“forgotten nationalist” sidelined by the
Congress due to his opposition to Gandhi,
the BIP reinforoes its broader narrative of
the Congress “erasing” leaders who
dissented from the Gandhi-Nehr line.
However, reducing Nair's legacy to mere
anti-Gandhism is a disservice to his
multifaceted contributions. On the other
hand, the Congress appears clueless in
deciphering Nair's colossal personality,
having ignored him for decades,

The Autobiography of Sir C. Sankaran
Nair, published by his daughter Lady
Madhavan Nair in 1966, is a treasure trove
for enthusiasts of modern Indian history.
His prelude aptly underlines the historical
significance of his memoirs,
“Reminiscences are sometimes regarded
as the harmibess hobbies of the advanced
age [...] 1 believe that interest in these
reminiscences is not merely personal but
historical. To octogenarian in a kand
where this species has become a rarity
and to have spent over half a century in
fromt ranks of public life forms perhaps a
sutficient excuse for recapturing one's
memories [..] This has become all the
more necessary on account of the
publications of such books as the Late Mr
Monitague's A Indian Diary and Sir
Michael' O Dwyer's India as | Knew It
which contain jaundiced versions of
incidents of which 1 was once spectator
and actor”,

A liberal humanist

Sir C. Sankaran Nair was a cosmopolitan
thinker who loathed parochialism and
ethnic nationalism, A lifelong member of
London's National Liberal Club, he was a
staunch advocate of universal liberty and
equality. Even during his college days, he
boldly challenged British racial
supremacy. Once, when Justice Holloway,
an English judge, asserted that the English
were the only people never conquered,
young Sankaran Nair refuted him by
citing French historian Adolphe Thiers,
whao noted that the Normans —
descendants of a French duchy - had
conguered and enslaived the English.

Holloway retorted that Normans and
Saxons were of the same stock, "By that
logic,” Sankaran Nair shoat back, “we are
all descended from Adam, rendering your
argument meaningless!” This exchange
epitomised his urwavering commitment
o humanist ideals — principles that
today’s fans, eager to exhume Nair
for political gain, would likely find
indigestitde,

Despite his differences with Gandhi, Sir
C. Sankaran Nuir shared some common
ground with him. Both admired India’s
autonormous village republics; as s
member of the Madras Legislative
Couneil, Nair opposed the Village Cess
Bill, fearing it would erode the traditional
village system. He expressed hope that a
future nationalist government would
revive these republics. And similarly, like
Gandhi, he was a passionate social
reformer and eventually became
president of the social reform movement.
For Nair, political independence was not
an end in itself but a means to achieve
social regeneration. He made
unsuccessful attempts to reform the
matrilineal systemn among Kerala's Nairs
and dc.tm.ly fought dg;mﬂ caste

and gender di in
Hiruchu ke,

Despite his disagreements with
Gandhi, Mair acknowbedged his global
stature, remarking, "Thanks to him, India
has become a world problem.” However,
in Gandhi and Anarchy, Mair sharply
eriticised the contradiction between
Gandhis doctrine of Ahimsa and his
support for the caste system, which,

legacy by both the BJP and the Congress is deeply

A portrait of C. Sankaran Nadr, HATIONAL POSTRAUT GALLERY LONDDN

according to Nair, helped align the
reactionary elements of Hindu society
with Gandhi's movemnent: “The caste
system is entirely opposed to the ‘Ahimsa’
(Nomeinjury) principle. The former has
dedicated one of the main castes to death.
Its funetion is to kill and be killed”

Stalwart of secularism

Nair was neither a social conservative nor
a status quoist. In his presidential address
at the Amaravati Congress, he articulated
his vision for a secular India: “To break
dhowm the isolation of the Hindu religion,
to remove the barriers preventing free
social intercourse, to extend education to
the lower classes, and to elevate women
to equality with men, we require a strictly
secular government in thorough
sympathy with liberal thought and
progress.” He initially opposed sectarian
universities like the Banaras Hindu
University, fearing they would foster
communal strife. Mixing religion with
politics repelled him, and extreme
nationalism was anathema to his
principles, Nair firmly believed in
constitutional methods and rl.pucttd
political fanaticism. This conviction led
him ko oppose Gan non-cooperation
movement as well as the Khilafat
agitation. As Gandhi's influence grew,
Mair receded from active politics,
accepting his role with stoicism.

In 1911, hee wrote in The Contemporary
Review (London): "English law recognises
the equality of all human beings, while
Hindu law, rooted in caste immutability,
divides society into rigid compartments,

English Liw is individualistic; Indian liw is
communalistic. Under English law,
England progressed astonishingly; Hindu
law perpetuated a stagnant society,
hastening its enslavement.” Nair admired
Buddha and Christ, and even published
an article on the Biblical sisters, Mary and
Martha of Bethany, contrasting the West's
action-oriented ethos (epitomised by
Martha) with the East's contemplative
tradition (symbolised by Mary). As the
Viceroy's council member in charge of
education, he advocated English as the
medium of higher education, believing it
essential for India's political progross,
social reform, and women's
emancipation. It is doubtful whether the
BJP, with its conservative social outlook,
«can genuinely embrace Nair’s liberal
secularism.

Protector of free speech

Nair was a fearbess practitioner of free
speech. As the third Indian appointed to
the Viceroy's Executive Council, he
oversaw education, health, and land.
During World War 1, as the member in
«charge of ecclesiastical affairs, he was
presented with a draft prayer for
churches, seeking Allied victory, Nair
tefused, stating: "Christ does not take
sides in war. ‘He who lives by the sword
shall perish by the sword'- that is His
teaching.” His defiance cost him the
ecclesiastical portfolio, but he never
compromised his principles for political
expediency.

Even the Viceroy felt the sting of his
candour. After resigning from the
Viceroy's Council in protest against the
Jalliarmwala Bagh massacre, Nair had a
final interview with Viceroy Chelmsford,
whis asked if he had a successor to
recommend, *Yes,” Nair replied, pointing
to his peon. "What?" exclaimed the
shocked Viceroy. “Why not? He is tall,
handsome, wears his livery well, and will
agree to everything you say. Anideal
council member!” This fearless wit
contrasts sharply with today's political
climate, where the BJP nurtures an
ecosystem of "repressive tolerance” -
mirroring the Congress's authoritarianism
during the Emergency.

A thorough pragmatist

K..5. Menon, Independent India's first
Foreign Secretary and Nair's son-in-law,
wrote in Builders of Modern India: C.
Sankaran Nair (19671, “Once, [ remarked
to Nair: "Your time in the Viceroy's
‘Council must have been the most fruitful
period of your life” “Fraitful?” he
exckaimid. "It was hell haellish.” After
a pause, he added: “Still, perhaps it was
fruitful. Twould have no regrets if1
advanced Indian unity as I did Indian
freedom.” Nair's tenure — hellish for him
but fruitful for India - cements his place
among the nation’s builders. Unlike many
of today’s politicians, whase careers are
fruitful for themsehes but hellish for the
nation, Nair embodied sclll.c.ssscrvinc

He was a political realist. As Men
nobed, "The vision of ‘Mother ]nr]la \wlll
its emotional overtones, held no appeal
for Sankaran Nair. He never romanticised
dguldr:n past, nor did he see India as a
ity, as Jawaharlal Nehru
somuetimes did. To him, India was a land
of millions - gnorant, illiterate,
halfstarved, superstitious, and shackled
by caste.”

Tragically, India's reality remains as
deplorable today as in Nair's time. If
paoliticians genuinely care for the masses,
they should learn from Nair's selflessness
and integrity rather than exploit him for
propaganda fodder. Sir C. Sankaran Nair
‘wals a visionary JihcllaL

searce in todays political kindscape
Reducing him to a partisan mascot insults
hiis legacy.

Fuisal C.K. is Deputy Law Secretary to
the Geverniment of Kerala,
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The Women'’s Prize for Fiction, previously called the Orange Prize for Fiction, will be announced
today. The prize also celebrates its 30th anniversary this year. A quiz on the prize

Radhika Santhanam 85 8 book. An essay she wrote about
losing her father was also published

[ a5 8 book. Name her.

QUESTION 1 (Y

In 2004, the Baileys Women's Prize
fior Fiction launched the
WThisBaok campalgn te find aut
which boaks writben by wamen
have had the biggest impact an
readers. X Is one of the books
listed. The protagonist of X has the
surname of a bird, X was alse
adapted inta a film that won the
Academy Award. Marme X, which Is
consklered a classic.

Y issue did the letter-writers have with
QUESTION 2 the novellst?

This influential writer, wha has [N

won the Wamen's Prize far Fiction, QUESTION §

published her latest book this
year. & TED talk by her an
fernintsm became a warldwide

QUESTION 3

This nevel re-imagines Sophocles
play Antigone. Name the baok,
written by a Pakistani-Baitich navelist.
(%

QUESTION 4

Mot toe long ago, a baok by a U5,
wirlter was langhisted for the Prize. An
anonymous letter addressed to the
Prize argued for the boak's
eliminatian from the contest. What

Grizel Niven is a British sculptor. What
is the name of the sculpture she
created that Is presented to the award

Visual question:
This bust matifis of an tallan archaeologlst and architect. His name

Questions and Answers to the previous day's
dally gquizz 1. The Hall of Fame was |aunched in
2009 in assaclation with which body. Ans:
Federatlon of International Cricketers
Associations

2. There were three Indians in the inltial intake of
55 inductess in the Hall of Fame apart from Sund|
Gawaskar, Ans: Blshan Singh Bedl and Kapll
Daw

3. Of the 11 Indians on the list, these two are
women ciicketers. Ans: Dlana Edulll and Nestu
David

A, The first to receive his special cap. Anst
Australia’s Rodney Marsh

5. The anly siblings to get this coveted hanour,
Ans: lan and Greg Chappell of Australia

6. This Test nation has no inductees as yet. Ans:
Bangladesh

7. These many players have been inducted inta
the Hall of Fame. Ans: 123

Visual: Name thu; Iemend Ans: lnd, Flower
E-'I Bird: th,
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Know your
English

5. Upendran

“Did you go to Gopa's house to study?”

“No. Because of the bus strike, 1 was
incapable of going.™

Yo mean you were ‘unable’ to go.
Nt 'incapable’ of going”™

"Incapable’, ‘unable’, what difference
does it make? The fact is...”

miakes a big difference, There is a
srence between "He was unable to
wa]k and ‘He was incapable of walking'.”

“There is? They sound the same to me.
In both cases, the person doesn't have the
ability to walk.”

“True. But when you say, 'he was
unable to walk®, it means that he didn’t
have the ability to walk temporarily.
Mayhe, he was so tired that he couldn't
take another step™

"1 see, S0 can | say, because 1 was in the
bathroom, [ was unable to answer the
telephone?”

"You can. Here's another example. 1
was in Mumbai only for a day. 1 was
urnable to meet my cousin”

1 was feeling ill yesterday. [was unable
to do my homework.”

"You always have some excuse for not
doing your homework”

“Hey, I always do my homework. Let's
not get into an argument, ouk? Now tell
me what ‘incapable’ means?”

"When you say somebody is
‘incapable’ of doing something, it means
that he/she doesn't have the ability to do
it. It is a permanent condition. For
example, after the operation the doctors
told Rajesh that he would be incapable of
wallking."

"Does that mean that he would not be
able to walk the rest of his life?”

"Yes, that's right.”
I say | am incapable to get

neapable’ is abways ﬁ:llum:d hy 'UF'
and not “to’. You're incapable of getting a
hundred in a physics exam.”
“That's true. [ that's something

that 1 have to accept. | am incapable of
doing well in sdence.”

“Your father would hit the roof if he
heard you saying that!"

“Hit the roof? Hit the roof with what?”

" 'Hit the roof” is an expression which
means ‘o get very angry”. For example,
when Surabhi caught one of the children
stealing her rases, she hit the roof”

"When I told my father that [ had failed
in Physics, he hit the roof”

"That's a good example. You can also
use the word ‘ceiling’ instead of roof. For
example, the Minister hit the ceiling when
he was informed that he had lost in the
elections.”

"1 hit the ceiling when my sister told
me that she had lent some of my cassettes
to her friends.”

“Tdon’t like lending my cassettes to
other people either. By the way, cassette
is pronounced caSETTE and not CAsette.”

"You mean the stress is on the second
syllable?”

"Yes, that's right. The ‘a’ in the first
syllable sounds like the *a’ in "China’ and
“about’, And the second syllable sounds
like the word 'set’.”

“Tdickn't know that. You learn
something new every day”

Published in The H‘in\du omn Novernber
19, 1996,

Word of the day

Nosegay:
an arrangement of Aowars that is usually given
a3 present

SYNONYMS: bouquet, corsage, posy

Usage: she put out her hand and tack the
NOSEETY.

Pronunciation: newsth live/nosegaypro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: fnsvegm/

For feedback and suggestions for
Tewt & Context, please write to
letters@thehindu.co.in
with the subject 'Text & Cantext’
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Sourcing blues

Do'T showld review dilution of local sotrcing norms

he recent proposal by the Department of

Telecommunications (DoT) to review norms

on local value addition for telecom equipment
cin prove to be a serious setback to India’s ambition to
become a global manufacturing hub. The DoT has
raised concerns about the challenges faced in
achieving 50-60 per cent local sourcing for telecom
products due to India’s limited component ecosystem.

Q

While these constraints are valid, the
proposed dilution of local sourcing norms
undercuts the Centre’s multi-decade effort to
promote indigenous manufacturing, Under
the current rules, telecom equipment
manufacturers must ensure that 50-60 per
cent of their total bill of materials is sourced
locally to be classified as Class-I local
suppliers, This classification s eritical, as it
gives such suppliers preference in tenders
floated by public sector undertakings and
ministries, Diluting these requirements will
tilt the playing field in favour of foreign giants
with established global supply chains, putting
Indian firms, many of which have invested
Theavily in local capabilities, at o disadvantage.
Some global equipment makers argue for a
short-term relaxation due to India's
dependence on imported components like
semiconductors, But this view overlooks the
strategic imperative of creating a robust
domestic supply chain, given the current
volatility in global supply chaing and the
influence of geopolitical facvors on trade
flows. The proposal comes at a time when
domestic companies, using open-source
platforms to build 4G and 5G equipment, are
struggling to gain a foothold in the market,
Despite technological competence and
innovation, thelr gear has only been deployed
by a public sector operator. Lack of
industry-wide support has made it hard for
local manufacturers to scale up operations or
compete globally,

The contradiction between the Do'T"s latest
notice to stakeholders and the government’s
past efforts 18 stark, From the establishment
of Indian Telephone Industries Ltd in 1948
and the Centre for Development of
Telematics in 1984, to the National Telecom
Policies of 1999 and 2012, the focus has been
on promoting local production, The Make in
Indiainitlative and the Production Linked
Incentive scheme underscore the Centre's
resolve to strengthen domestic
manufacturing. Instead of diluting
vilue-addition norms, the DoT should focus
on building an ecosystem that encourages
telecom operators to buy locally made
equipment. This would enable manufacturers
1o invest in component-level production,

Unfortunately, several key proposals from
the Telecom Regulatory Authority of India to
support local production remain
unimplemented. These include the suggestion
to lower the licence fee for operators
purchasing equipment from local
manufacturers, TRAT had also proposed a
10-year income tax holiday for domestic
manufacturers with turnover under 1,000
crore, similar to earlier incentives for the
software industry, Such fiscal support would
have given small and mid-sized manufacturers
aleg-up.

OTHER VOICES.
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Labour's nuclear bet: Big ions remain od
The government's declslon te irvest £14.2 billion in nuclear energy, on top of
exlsting furds, marks a retuen to sgnicant state funding of nuchear power
alter Himkley Point C, hnanced by the private sector, was dogged by delays and
cosl everrurs, It B alse a decishve shilt in energy palicy. Ministers have high
hopes of o nucles energy rensssance. Bd Milibard, the energy secretary,
describied the prospect of o new reactor in Sulfolk, Seewel C, camblned with
Fiew moaey for madulas reactar development and fuslan research, as a
Halden age”. This wan a striking chalce af words from the greenest vaice in
the catinet, The Climate Change Cosrnittes's latest achice 1o the gosvernmet
taak a more restramed view of micles, whech drew ndustry ire. Mr Melibard's
cormmitment to renewable energy 18 nat in doubt pontson, s in

Titanic clash of egos
The Trumg=Musk bromance b over for sure, and the US i row caught upina
titanic clash between the most powerful lesder and the richest man in the
warld; the midia & in s fesdng frenzy, Not leag ags, Bilianaire Elon Musk's
raney talked, and Donald Trump kstened, Todsy, Pregdent Tramp's power fs
eloirg all the talking, but Musk wont listen. Trump s reported to have ended
PMusk’s sevwice on a high nete. Musk recelved a special White House send-off
befare retwrring ta bes business empire, wherein lles his real strength, But
theeir differences have since come to o bead, with the duo trading swipes in
pubdie. Tensions flared over Trump's One Big Beautiful Bl {OBEE) propasing
A ciits, which are exp) adel s much s $3 trillien to the US
elebit, oo, e 11y

How households are driving growth

They account for bulk of the bank deposits and contribute through equity, debt and other assets too

POINT
BLANK.

LOKESHWARRI 5K

here wene lots of debates

and discussions around the

decling in househol

financial savings a couple of

years ago. Data collated by
thit KRBT had showied that net financial
savings of Indian hotseholds had
reglstered a precarious drop from 7.8 per
cent of national income in 2018-19 10
Just 5.1 per cent by 2023-24,

b’ldnuﬁ;gmdu were put forth to
explain the dip, ranging from Increas
dr{;lt af | ndianphnunihmu[lds tathe :Mghc':l
chases of physical assets such as
R;Incl.mawrvthl.clcn and gold, While
these may be partly mgomlhh‘. itisalso
quite possible that the data belng
compibed by the REIon household
savings I8 incomplete, The data is not
capturiig the shift in investment
patterns of Indian houscholds
accurarely. The savings of the Indian
familles appear to have been on an even
kel over the last two decades, Ifwe
congider thelr investments in bank
deposits, These deposits have grown ata
compounded average growth rate of 14.5
per cent between 2005 and 2024; higher
than the average growth in nominal G 0P
in this period. This suggests that
households have been able to generate
enough surpl 1 park a sl
Erriunufillnlunh.‘]'hlsla news
the economy slnce households are

the biggest owners of bank deposita with
over 6lF per cent share,

These deposits are used tolend to
other sectors, making aam adwi the
biggest dll.vrrufmmt wrowth in the
seonomy. They hld 55 per sent of term
depasitsand 81 per cent of savings
deposizs, thus helping boost banks' net
interest marging too,

This was underlined by former REI
drpui{gﬂ\«:mﬂr Michael J Patra, ina
speech:“In India, the household sector
rypieally generatin surplus savin
relative to lts investment which it lends
o ather sectors...for India, domestic
savings have largely financed the overall
Investment requirements of growth,
with extermnal financing playinga

emental rolens H:lglmdl‘h'l Tnrgely
mindest current aceount deficits.”

OWNERSHIF OF DEPOSITS

The share of bank deposics held by
Indian familics amounted to €10E Lakh
crore in 2005, accounting for 60.7 per
cent of total bank deposits. The share

Steady increase in household deposits
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ranged between 58 per cent and 59 per
cent until 2013, when it started moving
higher, in line with domestic interest
rates, The highest share wan seen during
Covid when households had more
suirplus due to curtall ment of travel and
m“:giliry, ‘Though a gradual decline ks
seen in recent years, it still stands ax
61,08 per cent of total bank deposits,
valued at a whopping 132 lakh crore, in
2024, Even as households held their
share in lank deposits steady, the
Central government has witnessed a
reduction in its share from 2.4 per cent
in 20605 to 1.7 per cent in 2024, This
shows the tight ship the Centre has been
running, limiting its borrowing to the
deeficit, so that there is minimal surplus
rhied In lanks, State governments
been laxer, increasing thelr share
from 2.5 per cent to 5.34 per cent in this
period. The segment which has
witnessed a large Increase in share of
bank deposits between 2005 to 20241

The individual investor
has evolved quite fast
over the last five years,
moving money into assets
that generate higher returns

the corporare (non-financial) sector,
This sector more than doubled its share
of bank deposits from 8.7 per cent to
17.52 percent. This s indicative of the
1&[&: savings they hwr.gcncrlm! due to

data on financial savings does ot
eapture much of this change,

For instance, the stock of household
financial assets compiled by the RBI
o noot i nclude direct holding of Indian
investors In the stock market. This

Ty amodnts to £42.8 lakh
Alternative investment funds and PMS
schemes have assets under management
of T1R.8 lakh crove, which is
predominantly held by Indian families.
Incdividuals alss hold direct stakes in
REITs, InvITs, crypto assets, NFTs, ete.

While collating the stock of financial
assets held by the houscholdy, the RBI
considers bank deposits, non-bank
deposits, life insurance funds, currency,
mutual funds, public provident fund,
pension funds and small savings. But the
assers mentioned above are yet to be
included in the RBI's compifation.

This gnrwan:laopul.nredmninn
SEBIworking paper: “Inthe exlsting
methodology, REI s considering the
actual data relating to mutual
investiments sourced from SERLand
AMFL.. certain segments and products
i the Indian securitles market are not
considered in the existing
eomputation”

FOCUS ON HOUSEHOLD SURPLUS
“The data shows that not only are Indlan
houscholds the main lenders to other
sectors through the surplus invested in
Tank deposits, but they are also fuelling
wrowth through their investment inthe
primany and secondary markets for
equity and debt and through indirect

Tigher p P tax
cuts in the last few years.

The annual growth in deposits held by
houscholds has, however, not been even,
It wan extremely high between 2007 and
2012, ave n&ld percent, The f:'lﬁh
repo rateof 74 per sent, sowpled with
distress in the econory dird ng that

rlod seems to have p arole inthis

ncrease. There is, however, a marked
deceleration in household deposit
wrowth in recent years, The CAGR In
Tank depoita has slowed to 10,3

cent between 2020t 2024, This is even
Telow the growth in total bank deposits
of 114 per cent. This recent slowdown
could be due to channelling of
investments to other avenues.

DIVERBION OF SAVINGS \
That i participation of indhid
investors In equity markets, mutual and
insurance funds since the pandemic

imutual funds, pension
funds, Insurance funds etc. The total
financial assets of households, per the
RBI, was €254 lakh crore as of March
2024, This figure will be much higher if
the other asser classes, which lave been
amitted from the computation, are alao
conildered. How are household financial
savings increasing while income is
stagnating? Though salary income is
gmwlrflta sluggish pace, the
‘non-salary income such as business
ineome or income of the more affluent
aricultural households could be more
resilient, reaping the benefits of the
fast-paced groweh in the economy in the
Tast two decades, The frugality of many
Indian households, which bclf;:w:in
saving before consuming, could also be
responsible for this,

The Centre s doing well to put more
mancy in the hands of the comman man

well ehronicled, The individual investor

Tas evilved quie fast over the last five
ars, Mmaving mosney into assets that

generate higher returns. But the REPs

cumnﬁnnl.onrwlllun.ctc,'m;m e
the right way to ncrease saving, which
will eventually translate intoa growth
ooster for the economy.

Alow-down on the new land registration Bill

It aims at an enabling legislative framework for secure, efficient and citizen-centric registration practices across the country

bl.explainer

The purpose of enacting a new

Shishir Sinha
What is the need for a new land
registration

Irrla i Pliace a e
117-year-old law is “to align it witha
modern, online, paperiess and
citigen-centrlc reglstration system.”

FOCUS AREA. Digitisation of land records

, which is The draft has five key features:

expected to be tabled in the fucilitating onlle regiatration;
session of Parli expanding the scope of compulsory
reglstration; reinforeing egal and

Land registration is currvently governed procedural rigour; institurional
by thie pire-Constitution, ‘the strengthening and governance refarms;
Regletration Act 1908, This Act and accessible and citizen-centric L
provides che legal kfor f The draft alms to promote
registration of not just immovable drafting the deeds in plain language,
properties, but ether tions as diggital enablement and

well. With the passage of time, not only
has the rtqul.n‘mcmﬁarrcmrlmtlnn
ek )

procedures to make the mgln'lmlrun
process more accessible, rchdnlty for
Virld P

ping entries in mind, while
the Centre can provide an mahllnﬁ_!:w
for the registeation of land (other than

the rale of regl it LU | land), immovable
d hasalso pnificantly It pes simplification without riles and others, States can have
in both public and ! P ing 1 ful Inty or their own rules and can also fix the rte
often forming thcﬁuinfn’rﬁmndlﬂ, procedural safeguards, of Stamp Dury to be levied on
adminiserative and legal transaction of land or immovable
decision-making, It is, therefore, 18 land registration a State or properties beside others, Each State s
essential that the process of registration. Central subject under the governed by its own begal rules and
i robust, reliable and capable of Constituti regulations regarding the purchase and
adapting to evolving societal and Entry 18 of the State List in the 7eh ownership of agricultural land,
wechnological developments. Keeping Schedule of the Constitution lists ‘Land, The legal framework for land (except
this inmind, the Land Resowrces that bs to say, rights in or over land, land agricultural land) and immovable

Department wnder the Rural
Development Ministry has made public
the draft of “The Reglstration Bill 2025
o sk views fram thi public by June 25,
Past that, the draft will be finallsed and
the Bill will be introduced in Parliament.

What are the key arcas it seeks to
address?

renres inchuding the relation of
landlord and tenant, and the collection
of rents; transfier and alienation of

properties involve two makn lows — The
Registration Act, 1908 (uny sale of
immavabile property such as land or

rlieul i und
rleultural loans; colonization.”
owever, Entry 6 under the Concurrent
List mentions ‘transfer of property
other than agricultural land; regisiration
of deeds and documents,’

i than €100 should
e reglstered) and the Indlan Stamp Act,
1889 (rules and procedures vary from
Stare to State or Unbon Terrtories (with
or without legislatures), Now the
proposed legislation aims to provide s

harmonised and enabling legislative
framework to support secure, efficient
and citizen-centric registration
[practices aeross the country.

‘What are the challenges in
digitising land

Most important of them is clear tite of
Tand. Also, in many families, land has
beend od Jerstanding,
‘st o papser and signed by
concerned parties including some
witnesses but not notarised, All these

are likely 1o pose challenges in digitising.

How will this Bill address the
linmue of beneni transactions in
land reglatration?
One provisbon under the proposed Bill
sayn: “Every peeson presenting any
document for registration may undergo
ent-based Aadhaar auth fon,
or offline verification or consent-based
verification through officially valid
i aquivalent s
undrraﬂvllcablc Taw." Such a move alms
1o cuarb betan transaction. However,
experts such as Sonam Chandwani,
Managing Partner at K: ﬁuwl &
Associares, have doubis: enhanced
documentation requirements and
digiral audit trails could, in theory, arm
neles lke the Income Tax
epartment with the tools 1o sniff out
benami transacthons, but the absence of
axplicit provigions targeting such
practices leaves a gaping hole.”

® LETTERS TO EDITOR Send your latters by emai to beditarsthenindu.caln ar by past te ‘Letters to the Editoe’, The Hindu Business Line, Kastur Guildings, 899060, Anna Sals, Chennal 600002,

EV demand hane to be aidressed #EV Promoting sustainable sltermatives poverty hgure. It is undoubeedly a should, therefare, be adecuately
The aditenal ‘Lew geat' (Line 113 i 1 B b SLIP thrgugh b belp i 1 Butehen, it irsured by the emplayets as wellas
largely discusses policy framework i plasts alarge extere plannirg our the government so that in case of
for global electric car manufacturers el BV Bagka ran i ® and, ary ur incident, their famiies
anel varkaus constraints related to it Pare thereby, eradicating paverty, With can gt compensatian, They shauld
Despite climatic action imperatives, Curbing plastic waste the coaperation af States and kacal e g ht neer gavernment
abunelrt mailabileyafelectricears  This refers to ‘Plastics polution e ty esti B s the Centre canget this  insurancefmeclical schemes bke
in sl segmients and even cost o langer be ignored (June 11, Indin lacks an official estimate of done, Ayusshman Bhaeat, Prachan Mantr)
effeceive aperatien af £V, the key e i i 2 i S Ram plorlshansayes deeyan Jysei Dima Yeyars, Pradhan
factor decoursging potertial buyers plastic waste nto the seaare Ircarparate income or expersditure Chenas Mantr Suraksha Bima Yojana, Atal
isthe lack of facibties far Z alarming metrics in paverty measuremen Pensian Yojanaand the Natkanal
af BV chargers, ' i o gy Warld Bank, a Construction workers Pensian System. The erplayers
dharft permit the irstalation of that ghriy faed, In P 8 per day o be Thes refers ta ‘Contre warkingan shaultd apprise the werkers about

chargers, while the lacal electricity
department place several techrical
baeriers In inseallation af higher load
maters for £V chargers These ke

Irclin, the Centre had introduced
Siryghe sk Plastie {SUR) Regulatian
Bl 2024 aimed st the camplete
elimination of plastic waste by 2050,

free fromextreme powerty inda can
et the incame data and espenisture
dhirtails of every househeld in the
eourtry andarrieat the caorrect

welfare plan for canstruction
wirkers' Cune 11} Canstruetion
workers genaraly work under
unfaourable canditians. Theiriives  Thare

the various schemes and ensune that
they are adequately insured

Pt e by Mrmala Lakalman and Proma by Prasaen Somasteari T Media Lid, Phat ba A, Udyeg Var, Graater ol Dsts. Garatarn Bach Nagar, U..281304, anbeha? af THO PUBLEHING P, LTO, Cherwal SH800E. Eehior: Rag hurvr Sronwanan (Edler resparsith for selacthanof iaws ustr the P9 ACt),
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ANTIHMMIGRATIONRAIDS: BEHIND
MASSIVEPROTESTSINLOS ANGELES

THE LO35 AMGELES Folice Department
[LAPD) said they were arresting protesters
enmasse afber acurfew came into effect in
downtown LA on Tuesday night. The 10-
hour curfew was announced by Mayor
Karen Bass after days of protests against
President Donald Trump's immigration
crackdown and military de ployment.
Hundreds of LIS Mmincs have arrived
inl 1pro-
tect federal personnel andpcmperty There
are alreacly thousands of National Guard
troopsin the city, The move todeploy such
alarge numberof troops has been criticised
by California Governor Gavin Newsom,
whocalled it an “assault™ on democracy.

The trigger
The demonstrations are driven by
anger over the Trump administration's

Aprotester is taken into custody in
Los Angeles on Sunday. v

governor, Subsequently, ndreds of US
Marines were ordered to arrive in LA
quell the protests,

As Governor Newsom condemned
the Trump administration’s move,

ementof immi
wwhich critics b i m-

escalated, with thou-
sands of prc ing in down-

migrant families, The protests erupted on
Jume & after Immigration and Customs
Enfiorcemsent (ICE)officals began combing
the garment district in Los Angeles in
search of people suspected of being in the
LIS without begal permission.

Thee ICE raids took place in areas with
large Latimo populations,

Forinstance, operati arried

towwn LA on June 8, )CE officers and fed-
eralagents used tear gas and pepper balls
inan attempt to disperse the crowds,
Yeolated rriisodmes of vandali d

and a line of spray-painted Waymo dri-

werless cars were set on fire.
On'Wednesday, several cities acmss the

WS including New Yorkand Seatthe braced

out in the Westlake district and
Paramount in southern LA — places
where mone than 82% of the population
s Hispanic, the BC reported,
The protesters chanted and threw
epgs at the agents carrying owt the raids,
Law enforcement officials un-
beashed tear gas, flash-bang explosives,
and pepper balls.

The escalation

The situation worsened after the
Trump administration on june 7 ordered
the deployment of the National Guard,
claiming the limited protests were a “re-
bellion" against the LIS government.

This is the first time since 1965 thata
WS President has mobilised American

of progests, in-
dicating a likily expansion of demonstra-
tions that besgan in LA,

Newsom vs Trump
On Tuesday, Governor Newsom, ina

public address, said Trump's actions were

the start of an *assault” on democracy,

*California may be first, but it clearly will

not end here, Other states are next,

Democracy is next,” he said,
Th
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DEEPTIMAMN TIWARY
MEW DELHI, JUNE T

OM JULY 1,2021, then Army Chief General M
M Naravane had warned:; “While we pursse
ourr guest for niche technologies, including
ALit prudent that fu-
ture wars will also involve low technology,
which is easy to obtain but difficult to defeat.™

These words ring treer than ever in the
context of bwo recent events,

0n June 1, Ukraine bombed five airbases
deep inside Russia using cheap First Person
View [FPV) drones, underlining the need to
fundamentally reimagine air defences in the
age of asymmetric drone warfare.

‘Weeks earlierin May, during the hostili-
ties in the wake of Operation Sindoor,
Pakistan had attacked towns and military fa-
cilities across India’s western front with
swarm after swarm of relatively low-cost,
Ioww-tech dromes for four straight days. Apart
from inflicting damage, these attacks were
meant to overwhelm India's air defences,
dun‘er radars, exhaust amm.ummn ga‘ther

igence, and probe for

Drones, a brief history
Unmanned aerial vehicles(Ls ) date back
o Workd War Il and the Korean War, where
they were used to train anti-aircraft punners
and in specific offensive missions, Their mod-
em military usage took off in the 1990s, espe-
cially after the Gulf War of 1991,
The Nagorno-Karabakh conflict of 2020
was a tumlng paint in drone warfare:
TB2

il
Mational Guard troops were being used to
assistwithimmigration raids in LA Photos
posted by ICE showed troops standing
guard around officers as they made arrests,

Gowernor Mewsom also filed an emer-
gency mutlumn Mdml omrtsm:kmg o

military forces in a domestic political sit- - The court has set a hearing for Thursclay.
wation without the request of the state's EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE

PEOPLE'SSENSITIVITY TOENVIRONMENT
MAY BEGENETICALLYINFLUENCED: STUDY

A STUDY has revealed the genetic factors
rhat may make some people moreor less
sensitive to the environments they expe-
rience, These factors can also trigger
symptoms of mental disorder, according
o the analysis.

An international team of
researchers, led by ones at
King's College London, UK,
analysed nearhy 10,900 pairs
of identical twins from 11
studies and examined how
changes in sensithvity toen-
vironment can influence
one's chances of presenting
symptoms of ADHD, autism,

Genes that influence how one reacts
tostress were found to be linked with de-
pressive

Further, genes imvolved in regulating
cawcholamlncs — hormones, such as

15 use of Turkish

and Israeli Harop drones devastated
Armenian defences, decisively shifting the
conflict's dynamics in Bavour of Bakuw.

Since then, drones have featured in:

[ ] Wmﬂn where Houthi rebels targeted
Jcture using nms;

WGaza, where both lsrael and Hamas have
wsed drones for surveill ance and strikes; and

B Ukraine, whene both Moscow and Kyiv
have deployed commerdal quadcopeers (D]
drnones), military drones{ Bayraktar TH2, Orlan-
10, Shahed-136), and loitering munitions.

Ukraine has notably used “first-person
view" [FPV) racing drones to target tanks,
chase individual soldiers and small units,
and, most notably, bomb Russian air bases,

On June 1, Ukraine carried out Operation
Spider's Wb, one of the most sophisticated
drone operations in history, using 100-150 FFV
drones, transported clandestinely in trucks
deep into Russia, The target; five key Russian
allfmlds Ukrainian officials claim to have hit

and adrenaline, i e
sponding to stress — were
linked to psychatic-like expe-

miences, the resear

dan aircraft, including strate-

gic bomberslike the Tu-22 and Tu-95, and in-
flicted losses of around $7 billion.

My hile, Russia throughout the war

"Differences in individu-
als' sensitivity to life experi-
ences can explain why the
same negative or positive ex-
periences may have varying
effects on people's mental
Thealth, ing on theirge-

anxiety and depression, psy-
chasis and newroticism.
Findings, published in
the journal Nature Human Behaviour,
shonw that genes related tomolecube s im-
portant for neurodevelopment, immune

metic make-up,” lead author
[Elham Assary, a researcher at
King's College London, said,
“0ur findings suggest that specific
geneticvariants influence how environ-
mental exposures impact psychiatric

has used Iranian-made Shahed kamikaze
drones in swarms to overwhelm Ulkrainian
air defenses, and target critical infrastructure
such as energy grids.

Not one, not two...
Swarm drones are AbGNOmaus or semi-

90
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Drone warfare & India

Ukraine's Op Spider's Web and recent India-Pakistan hostilities during Op Sindoor underline how drones,
especifically cheaper ones sent out in swarms, pose significant challenges to traditional militaries

AFEW NOTABLE SWARM DRONE SYSTEMS

Syitem: Shahed-136 (swarms)
Typee: Loitering munition
Swiarm Size: 10-50

Range: 2,000 km

Features: GPS-guided, bow radar
signabure, low-cost

UsA

System: LOCUST
Type: Micro UAV swarm

Swarm Size: 50-100

Fange: 30-60km

Features: Al coordination, launched
from tubes

RUSSIA

System: Lancet & Shahed

Type: Loitering + fixed-wing

Sevarm Size: 5-20

Range: 40-300 km
Features: Used inlayered attacks with
multiple decoys

CHINA

Systenn: Drone Swarm [Airborne)
Type: Micro drones

Swaren Size: 100-200+

Range: 10-30km

Features: Released from drones (see
picture] or trucks, Al-powered

WHY SWARM DRONES MATTER

ey let low-tech
lue targets.

Low cost: They are cheap while
being expensive to deter.,

'\l.llLII]ll Reduced reliance on
5 or real-time human control.

Threat of swarms

Chief of Defence Staff General Anil
Chauhan, in a lecture in Pune, flagged the
rising drone threat; “Mow we have drones
assmall as water bottbes — and in swarms,”
he said, calling these “undetectable™ and
“untargetabbe”,

Air Marshal Anil Chopra (retd), former
Ivead of the Centre for Air Power Studies, said
that while drone swarms deployed by
Pakistan were not particularly effective, the

COUNTERMEASURES
AGAINST DRONE
SWARMS

KINETIC
System|{Technology:

Phalanx CIWS, C-RAM
Description: Anti-airoraft guns
with radar-guided targeting
(used on land/sea).
ELECTRONIC WARFARE
System(Technology:
Jammers, GPS spoofers
Description: Disrupt drone
communication and navigation
systems. Widely usedin
Ukraine.

DIRECTED ENERGY
System|Technology:
High-Energy Lasers (HEL),

DRONE-ON-DRONE
System|Technology:
Interceptor dromes
Description: Drones designed
tochase and disable other
drones. For example, US-made
Foretem DroneHunter.

NET SYSTEMS
System|Technology:
SkyWall, DroneCatcher
Description: Launch nets to
physically capture small
drones. Effective only at
short ranges.

Duta compiled by The Indian Express from
muitiple sources

tobe neutralised th ic means, that
is, with missiles and anti-aircraft guns. Bur
traditional kinetic air defences, especially
surface-to-air missiles (SAMs ), are costhy, and
less effective against swarms. Automated
mun systems such as C-RAM and Phalan,

Adr ntrol Systenn:

Developed by Bharat Flectronics L, it inte-

grates with the Indian Air Force's integrated
oommand network fior real-time tracking;

Bhargavastra: Solar Defence and

Aerospace Lid's system fires 64 micro-rochets

which track targets and fire

are preferred inthis role.
More cost-effective alternatives include:
Directed Energy Weapons (DEWSs):

Lasers and microwave pulses that disable

leaming;

“When you use very chl:ademnes that
carry warheads barely weighing a kilo — like
Pakistandid — nothing much happens, They're
jammed easily,” Chopra told The Indian Bpress.

But swarm drone attacks can be carried
out ampwhere, and at any time, “If someomne
maves atruck full of drones near an airbase
and launches them (lilke in OpSpider’s Wb,

autonomus LY |
groups, much like swarms afbirds They com-
maunicate viawireless networks and adjustin
real time v achieve shared ohjectives,

Warms

dmnus dur:m in-built redundancy — even if

function and the
wvere related to autistic traits.

and pmental it

intercepted, others can continue
on the mission. Drone swarms are thus used
to saturate air defences (a few payloads may
smakdnquhmn rabustdcfenl:l:s] gather
, and attack high

Countries are already developi ru; even
mae lethal Al-driven swarm drones, capable
of makingreal-time decisions, adapting tac-
tics mid-mission, and coordinating more
complex manoeuvres. These are expected (o
become integral o combined arms warfare
inthe near future,

According to Fartune Business Insights, the
global military drone market stood at $1:4014
billionin 2023, and is projected to hit 34716
billion by 2032,

g becomes very difficult. In coun-
tries like India, with porous borders and di-
mpﬁpulmuns ll‘l.ﬂ threatis real,” he said.
1the need forin-
mgmlnn across the security establishment.
“Your intelligence setup, even the local
police, matter. Even a traffic constablie could
make a difference,” he said, adding that the
sucoess of the Ukraine op was predicated on
Kyiv being able to transport its dromes thou-
sandsof kilometres inside Russia undetected.
“Strategic thinking, inventory manage-
ment — everything must evolve, A §1,000
dmne damaging a $200million aircraft is our
new reality,” Chopra said,

Countering drone threats
Diefience against drones begins withdetec-
tion. Madem systems employ a mix of AESA
radars, electro-optical and infrared sensors,
acoustic detectors, and Al-powered systems.
Onee detected, one option is for drones

d b sensors or frying elec-
tronics;

diminate dron
DRODO's Anti-Drone System: It offers
360-degree radar coverage, with both jam-
ming(soft kil and laser {hard kill) capabili-
ties, Diromes |:an bcdetrm:d upm4 lem away,
; and

alk
Indrajaal: J\Jl)\l powered grid from a

Electrodic Jamming GPS
signalsor :nmmum:atlun links;

Spooling: Misleading drones about their
Iocation or issuing fakse commands;

[« Autacks: Taking controlof drones
and crash them by exploiting software wul-
nerabilities; a.nd

Hyderabad hat combines jammers,
spoofers, and intelligence to protect areas up
o 4,000 sq km. Already deployed at naval

sites in Gujarat and Kamataka.
During the May 2025 swarm attacks, the
IAF activated its Integrated Counter-LIAS Crid,
al radars, zuns, and mis-

Intercep! is: Forclose-  siles, T atte 15mil-
range  neutralisation,  protecting itaryhmandmlmhanrargem
critical assets. .

The asymmetry in cost remains the cen- lmkmg ahead

tral challenge in anti-drone warfare, A drone
swarm costing roughly 100,000 might take
millions of dollars to neutralise using current
technology. This is why nations, including
India, are investing in more cost-effective so-
lutions like EW and DEWSs.

The ideal defence is alayered system, in-
tegrating multiple modes of interception for
redundancy and cost-efficiency purposes.
Examplesinclude Israel's Iron Dome and the
LI5's Directed Energy M-SHORAD,

India's capabilities
Simce 2020, India has ramped up its
counter-drone infrastructure, deploying a
that blends indi h-
nology, EW, and air defence systems,
Key systems include:

There is currently a race to develop both
drane and anti-drone capabilities, "Even the
Ilanlans are pn:ducln,gmum than 20 5hahed

dhay. A P ful. Inedia
too has set upan ecosystem with 550 startups
in the field. Some tech is acquired, but we're
developing our own tech too,” Chopra said,

The future of warfare is here, and it’s un-
manned, Al-driven and asymmetric. India’s
response tothe May 2025 drone swarms sig-
nals it is rapidly adapting to this future.

As CDS Chauhan put it; *We are at a cusp
wihere war may be between humans and ma-
«chines — and tomormaws, betvween machines
themsehves.., We may need a layered and re-
silient defence system (o counter ) this,™

WITHINPUTS FROMAMRITANAYAKDUTTA

Why the Census 2027 is critical for India’s economic growth & development

UDIT MISRA
MNEW DELHI, JUNE T

AFTER A delay of six years, India is set to
conduct the Census in two phases over
2026 and 2027, Among other things, Census
data — meant to provide a snapshot of the
country's population as on March 1, 2027
—will be of critical importanoe for the func-
tioning of the Indian economy.

Aneeded reality check

The Census is not a simple |

look like. As such, thi

death

lamen-  kmow that is truly ive? ity (birthrate
ral statistical basis for all future survweys, so- Thisis Mmmtl‘mCensnsmlmsm Byes-  rate)assumptions. But there is a thind vari-
cio-eoonomic analysis, and policymaking. ishil n"mal!ty“ufthc the  able thatis critical: migration.
G Contrary

Here are two exa

Einflation control & interest rates

The Monetary Policy Committee of the
Reserve Bank of India sets interest rates
based on the retail inflation rate — the rate

eCOnomic surveys, and in turm, policymalk-

ing. But the Census ondy provides the image

of the country at a specll'lc point of ime.
Thismeans over time, moves

perceptions, inter-
state migration accounts for barely 12% of
total internal migration in India, with in-
tra-dlstnct (62%) and mmr district (26%)

atwhich the al pric n-
oy went up from one year to the next —
im the couniry,

This rate is based on the Consumer Price

Index {CPI}, essential by, the weighted aver-

count. [t collects data on a long list of socio-
economic indicators including age, gen-
dier, family status, economic status, unem-
ployment, language, education, disahility,
anid migration,

As such the Census is a reality check: one
which not v hat
changed over the last 10 years —in this case
16 years — and what the next decade may

age price of a gonds and
services. Food articles, for instance, have a
weight of 46% in the total index. In other

further away lity, And as a result, so
doesall other data which relies onthe Census
toestablish a baseline.

For instance, if over the
past 16 years, an average
Indian's consumption on

ECONOMICS

ae r a majority. N L most
internal migration is between one rural
area to another [almaost 48%), The second
biggest category — and also
the fastest growing one — is
from one urban to another
urban area,
A

food has fallen to only 30%
of her ml expen:lutum the CPl would be
i

words, 46% of all the r byanav-
erage Indian is on food items.

Theweights used for calculating the CPL
are allocated based on a consumpeion sur-
wey done by a government agency. Bursul-

llect data ondy froma
sample of the population. But how do we

Il inflation,
and Indian policy makers would be run-
ning a tighter monetary policy than re-
quired. unintentionally holding back
India’s economic growth,

M & povernance
Population projections are often based

ling as these sta-
tistics are, they are hased on Census data
from 2011, The story of India's internal mi-
gration could have undergone a complete
change since then, one which only a nation-
wide Census can capiure.

As such, migration data has wide rang-
ing policy implications — from affecting
Budget allocations for rural and urban ar-

eas to policies regarding education, employ-
maent and social welfare.

No alternative to Census

Mo survey will be able to capture the re-
ality of India if it is modelled on outdated
Census data. This holds true for both public
and private sector surveys.

In fact, with each passing year that we
do not have the latest Census data, it be-
comes move costly to get an acourate pic-
fure of reality.

‘While Centre and State governments are
collecting an ever-increasing volume of ad-
ministrative data on a whole host of vari-
abiles, from water and electricity availability
o education and disahbility, this data is not
asubstitute for the Cansus,

For one, there is a prot ']

gies, definitions, etc,

Moreover, data collected by depart-
ments [and officials) are fundamentally
more unreliable due o perverse incentives
that those collecting data have to exagger-
ate policy successes and hide failures.

Far instance, the latest round of National
Family Health Survey in 2030-21 showed
that contrary to government's claims that
India had become *Open Defecation Free",
304 of the households surveyed did not
have toilets. OF course, the NFHS is a survey.
nota Census,

While the six year delay is likely to create
problems during analysis and comparison
with data from previous Censuses, it will
nonetheless be a welcome development.
Every passingyear India and its policymak-

bility when looking at data from EII'IE de-
partment to another, and even mare so
from omne state to another. This is becawse of
differences in data collection methodolo-

15 have been p y Failing o geta
clear picture of India's actual reality.

The Census 2027 will thus provide a crit-
ical reset not just for India's economy and
its policymakers, but also its ctizens,
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Don’t scroll past the magic

Algorithms may be shaping our screens, but they can't recreate the thrill of
watching stories unfold — together, in the theatre, where cinema truly belongs

J"\NL'BII:\V SINHA

WHY AREWE not watching films in theatres
as we used m? What has gone wrong with
that thrilling, joyous collective experience?
Why has the business of screening films in
theatres been struggling in India?

I have been writing and directing for 30
years, and producing films for around 15
years. [ have made films with unknown, first-
timwe actors, with big stars and superstars. [
have made out-and-out commercial films
and rather grim, deliberately discomforting
political films. And for the past two years, [
have been trying to understand why feswer
and fewer people watch a film in a theatre. [
don't have a definitive answer but [ do have
some chees,

Since the Lumiére brothers screened
eight of their short films on December 28,
1895, at the Salon Indien du Grand Café in
Paris, since the first film theatres were set up
in 1910, the rt‘latwr]y young art of I:Immak-
ing has
eral older art h:nms — writing, theatre, mu-
sic, painting, sculpture, and photography. Its
practitioners and critics have debated for a
century its various aspects but the singular
aspect of the business that has never beenin
doubt has been the collective experience of
the audience. And so it remains.

‘Watchinga filmwith a group of strangers
and friendsina theatre is somewhat like eat-
ing with Family or friends at a fine-dining
restaurant. You can order the same food
home; the ingredients and the recipe would
be the same bt you wouldn't have the am-
hience, the chatter, the energy, That is what
collective experience is about. Food is expe-
rienced with the five senses. Cinema, too, de-
mands that.

In popular conversation, cinema is
wiongly lumped with television, and increas-
ingly, with streaming platforms. But it is dif-
ferent. To create a “new” experience every
time you gotoa theatre fora collective expe-
rience is cinema's inherent endeavour: That's
where it camns its joy and money from.
Streaming platforms and television are adif-
ferent experience, a different recipe. They play
in a domestic or personal space, on a tebevi-
sion, computer or phone screen. | have writ-
ten, directed and produced for both over the
past 30 years. They ane less about your expe-
rience and more about your attention. They
eam their joy and money from how long you
were watching. Experience is a priority, too,
but only tomake you stick around longer.

How do they know how long you will
stick around ?Well, the algorithm. Before we
speak of algorithms, however, we must
speakof samosas. Our collective expericnce
of samosas is that we have our Favourite
streetside shops that we think maloe the best
anesin the world, When a food glant decides
he will be the biggest samosa company in
town, he will buy and hire all the existing
samosa manufacturers. He will conduct a
survey: Why do prople like samosas? Why
dosome people cat more samosas than oth-
ers? Why do some samosas sell more than
others? He will collect data from across the
city about the patterns and scales of samosa
consumption. He will build an algorithm.
And he will use this database to*standardi
the production and taste of samosas across

PAROMITA CHAKRABARTI

IN A COLNTRY whene women in public life
are expected to be circumspect about per-
sonal milestones — especially those that
might provoke commentary — Mahua
Moitra did the opposite. By sharing vi-
gnettes from her private wedding with fel-
low politician Pinaki Misra of the BJD in
Berlin on social media, the 50-year-old
Trinamool Congress MP made it clear that
she will not edit herself to fit into anyone
else's frame,

In Indian politics, where women often
shirink themselves into acceptability, even
a simple act such as this can seem radical.
Muoitra has been at the receiving end of
misogynistic trolling in the not-so-distant
past. Her personal life, her choice in men
(“terrible”, she had confessed in an inter-
view with The Guardian in November
2023}, her wardrobe — none of it hasbeen
off-limits. In October 2023, following cash-
for-query allegations, Moitra was hauled
betore the Lok Sabha Ethics Committee.
The comiplaint against her, raised by BJP MP
Nishikant Dubey, was grounded in docu-
ments received from Jai Anant Dehadrai,
Muoitra’s former partner. The tone of the in-
qun} that followed was heavy with moral

the city. The samosa company is driven to
maxirmise profits. The individual artistic in-
novation of samosas across the city — maore
green chilli at the Chowk, more corander at
the Ghantaghar — holds little value for it.

The algorithm understands you. You
watch three reels about strength training and
you are inundated with similar reels. You
shape the algorithm but eventually the algo-
rithm shapes you. The algorithm wants you
bo stay longer, makies you stay longer, makes
you follow a predictable pattern, Itis acage. It
tries to stanclardise art and that is the death,
ornear-death, of it. You stop taking chances.

That’s the reason cinema should relent-
lesshy try to create new seperienoes. Art wants
youtoexperience new skdes. The leap of faith
doesn't tell youwhere you will land. Youmay
crash but that is the fun of the flight.

Sadly, we are atomising as a society and
the idea of collective experience is declining.
At bus stops, on trains, in restaurants, at
home, in parks, people are just not together.
They are on their devices caged inside their
bespoke algorithms,

Money is stnJcmg upwardi The budget
for ent 15 2551
same. The avenues lmcnlrrwmmcnt arein-
creasing and so is the idea of entertainment.
Attention spans are declining. Going to a
movie theatre is a biginvestment, not only fi-
nancially but also in terms of time. Devoting
yourself for three hours to amovie is a big deal.
The ausdience will skowy exhibit a pattern, the
producers will see it. The filmmaking eco-
nomics will change. It's all in churn at the mo-
ment. Some films will be Friday films, some
will need a longer run, The exhibition sector,
b, has to hold the hand of both kinds of films.
Hopefully,in times to come, money will iickle
down better and we will all venture out more.

‘What should worry us more is protect-
ing and nourishing the idea of being with
each other. Holi, Eid and Diwali aren’t quite
the social glue they were: in bigger cities,
they are increasingly becoming occasions for

Watching a film with a group
of strangers and friends in a
theatre is somewhat like
cating with family or friends
at a fine-dining restaurant.
You can order the same food
hoine; the ingredients and the
recipe would be the same but
vou wouldn't have the

ambience, the chatter, the
energy. That is what coll
experience is about. Food is
experienced with the five

v

demands that

The full frame

By sharing her wedding photos, Mahua Moitra chose the lens for her own story

stormed out of one of the hearings, refus-
ing to legitimise what she called a“kanga-
oo court”, Moitra was swiftly expelled, dis-
missed as uncooperative, arrogant, and
that lazy shorthand for women who defy
labels — difficult.

To be *difficult” as a woman is often to
carry the weight of collective discomfort
with female autonomy: It is an idea at odds
with the culture of conformism that most
women are raised in, with the ecosystem
that demands compliance over confronta-
tion. And so, when a woman refuses to
bend. it is easier to seck her dismissal as
unreasonable, hysterical, deracinated, even
dangerous. As British writer Rebecca West
put it over a century ago: "l only know that
people call me a feminist whenever [ ex-
press sentiments that differentiate me
from a doormat, or a prostitute.”

Sinoe 2009, when she gave up her job
as an investment banker to enter politics,
Muoitra has refused to trade her sharpness
for likeability. Terming her expulsion from
Parliament “the most tenacious witch-
hunt of a woman MP and a “weaponisa-
tion of Parliament” committees, she de-
clared that she would continue to fig ht the

light on due process.

BIP“inside F outside Parl

in the gutter or on the streets”,

This defiance does not, of course, ele-
vate Moitra to a pedestal. What it does
achieve, however, is to make her less of a
cliché, all distinguishing feat ures and sharp
angles sanded down to perfect conformity.
Inthe same Guardian interview, Moitra had
said, "I'm not going to make excuses for
whao [ ame [ am not going to change who |
am to fit the paradigm. Let the paradigm
shift with me. When I returned to India to
enter politics, | was clear that 1 wanted tobe
in public kife, but by being myself.” Moitra's
refusal to be written oat of her own story is
what makes her interesting — and, often,
such a challenge to the status quo. In her
defiance, she offers an alternative to
women whoare told that their dignity de-
pends on how little space they take up.

From M Karunanidhi to George
Fernandes to Atal Bihar Vajpayee, Indian
politics is replete with instances of male
politicians with complicated personal lives
that have barely caused a ripple in public
discourse. Their romantic entanglements
are seen as footnotes, not defining traits of
a public servant. But for a woman politi-
cian, every choice becomes a referendum
on her character. This double standard

CR Sasikumar
out-of-tmam holidays. We need to rediscover
and rekindle the joys and frustrations of sit-
ting together, talking. arguing. laughing, and
eating together.

Cinema will find its new equilibrium.
There will ahways be big-ticket |1|m1 that m-
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“We urge the international community not tw forget the plight of the Rohingya

and to come forward with aid

= THEDAILY STAR, BANGLADESH

Fuel for a green

Viksit

Bharat

Conversations on optimum use of uranium and
thorium hold the key to the success of

government'’s

ANIL KAKODKAR

INDIA'S ASPIRATION TO be “viksit” by the
centenary year of its independence, while
adhering to the net zero carbon emissions
target for 2070, needs a strategy for sus-
tained per capita enengy use. The strategy
allso needs to focus on achieving a Human
Development Index of 0.95, which is charac-
teristic of advanced countries, and provide
chean energy for this purpose. This corre-
sponds to around 28,000 TWh of total en-
ergy annually. The available dean energy
sources toaddress this need are renewable
energy, large hydro power and nuclear.
Among them, nuclear energy’s contribution
would need to be at]l:a:t around ZDDDD

nuclear mission

mon national good and made available to
potential domestic agencies for accelerated
deployment with a mentoring appmal:h
Efforts to minimise the costs are necessary in
the case of IMRs by follewing the Make in
India approach.

100 GWe capacity would need around
20,000 tons of uranium annually, This could
be around 15 per cent of global uranium pro-
duction, Given the constraints of geopolitics
as well as potential demand-supply mis-
match inagrowing nucear energy scenario,
this may well become a major energy seou-
rity challenge of a dimension that is more
scnom compared to oil and gas today, The

ume, whichir s
:ytlln[, nuc]L‘ar fuel, enables 60-70 times
more energy from the same quantity of
mined fuel, A quick shift from mined ura-
nium to recycled uranium and plutonium
in fast reactors has thus become an energy
security imperative. In view of the delay in
deploying fast breeder reactors | FBRs ), irma-
diating thorium, of which we have the
largest reserves, in our PHWRs has become
cruciall. That we are now beveraging much

Twh
arrunllkr]ytacmct‘cd 8,000 TWh. Teday,
India consumes around 9800 TWh annu-
ally with around 96 per cent coming from
fossil resources, Clean encrgy needs to in-
crease 70 times and around 70 per cent of it
needs to come from nuclear in 45 years.
After Independence, Homi Bhabha had
advocated athree-stage nuclear power pro-
gramme aimed at long term energy secu-
rityand autonomy for the country. W seem
to be losing that focus, Surely, there are con-
straints and challenges, some of which are
extemal. However, a sharper focus on our
end goal, despite the strong foreign vendor-

pire to hit the jac
films that innovate, cx]rnmmtand sa)' thl:
unpopular. Sometimes they will land, some-
times they will crash. Films will have differ-
entintentions and different bo-office results,
Both La Nowvelle Vague {(French Mew Wave)
and Dogme [Danish avant-garde film miove-
ment)had seminal impacts. Itis not very wise
to compare the box-office collections of
Mission Impossible with The Banshees of
Fisherin (2022), or Chhaove with Logpaton
Lodies (2023). Some films are easy to fund;
S0ME are not.

The audience will be surprised to know
the way films are funded but that is not their
business, Their business s to like films ornat,
Liet it be ours to keep trying to find a balance
between the films you like and the ones we
weanit to make. The film business is attractive

rous in-

side, Even the most seasoned businessmen
o not get it. Only those who have played it
long enough begin to understand how super-
strong equations on paper end up losing
money and the improbable ones win,

Films have very uncomentional revenue
streams. Itis not the business of the audience
to figure out which one is a hit or a flop. You
don't care whether your favourite restaurant,
shoe brand, joe cream or mobile phone com-
pany makes profits or losses. You like them
and you consume them. Films are no differ-
ent. Mot every film will do 100 crore at the box.
office. Mot every film that does 100 crore isa
hit. Mot every film that does 30 crone is a flop.
There is 50 much more data nuance that will
never reach you Simply sit back, elaxand en-
Jjoy the movies, It is that simple.

The writer isa filmmaker and producer

doesn't merely tilt the scales, it builds
imbalance into its structure. What Maoitra
has demanded is what every woman,
including those in publiclife, deserves: The
right to be judged by her politics, not her
presence; the right to be messy, to love
badly, to choose again, to own her story —
privileges her male colleagues inherit
without question.
ths after her very public

Mpoitra returned to Parliament after
winning her seat from the Krishnanagar
constituency in the 2024 Lok Sabha
elections. Toattribute her victory to any one
reason would be reductive. But it indicates
that Indian politics — in which nari shokti
has become an affirmative slogan and
women's political representation is set for
aboost — might need to make room for the
difficult woman. The one who can forge
connections while being herself; who
doesn’t apologise for her ambition or
affection, who demands to be held to the
same standards as her male peers,

Here's to Moitra then — fierce, unfil-
tered, onto a new beginning Long may she
remain difficult.

paromito.chokrebartiPexpressindio.com
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driven that seem to be gaining
currency of late, is something we cannot af-
ford to bose sight of.

Any nuclear programme has to neoes-
sarily begin with uranium — the only natu-
ral source of fissionable material While our
uranium FESOLICES Were modest to begin

greater of uranium than emes-
aged earlier also enables large-scale intro-
duction of thorium in our PHWRs. This
would help us in preparing to address the
energy security challenge by recycling tho-
rium-based spent fue in molten salt reac-
tors [MSR) and advance the third stage de-
spite delays in the second stage. While the
plan tovintroduce thorium infast reactors to
lead us into the third stage should continue,
this would enable a faster route to thorium
M5Rs One could also link high-power GeV
range proton accelerators wuh sulx ritical
systerr such sfa-
cilitate capacity growth,

ShRs, which are dominating the narra-
tive today, would take at least two decades
to mature before deployment at scale can
begin. Notonly is this inconsistent with the
2047 timeline, the uranium required will
also be harder toacoess at that time. Instead,
wrewould be better off devoting our R&D re-

wwith, th i has led to
amincrease in stocks. The ore grades, how-
ever, are very low, These reserves, despite
the higher cost they entail, are a key source
of energy security, especially ina situation
when uranium imports are disrupted.
Acoess to foreign uranium markets has en-
abiled the first-stage nuclear programme to
grow well beyond 10GWe, a threshold that
was ervisaged carlier. However, the second-
stage programime of fast breeder reactors is
wet to take off,

W must, however, celchrate our domes-
tic pressurised heavy water reactors
[PHWRs ), the proven and competitive tech-
nology that meets global benchmarks.
While the 100 GWe nuclear mission
launched by the government ‘would still

thorium M5R-based
SMRsaswell asother technologies relevant
tothe second and third stage that would take
us closer to our thorium goal.

High Assay Low Enriched Uranium
(HALEU) and irradiation qualification of
thorium fuel for high burn-up perform-
ance are prerequisites to introducing tho-
riumin PHWRs. They also have several ad-
wantages with respect to economics, safety,
waste management and proiferation e
sistance — the move would be attractive
without any significant change in the re-
actor, HALEU s also fast becoming the
«choice for many advanced power reactor
systems just as it has become so for re-
search reactors. This is an area for interna-
tlunalcuupnntlmlmhtmnut]mt India

Ieave us about o r
capacity required for a net zero “Viksit
Bharat”, realising it within the specified
timeframe requires accelerated deploy-
ment. This, in tum, depends essentially on
proven technologies — domestic PHWRS be-
g the primary workhorse, supplemented
by proven large light wiater reactors | LWRs ).
Wi masst also bring in multiple deployment

agenoies, beyond NPOILand now NTPC. The
PHWR technology must be seen as a com-

but als Ties.
AMEEL fued, which is under development,
aims to achieve just that.

One should expect the 100 GWe nuclear
mission to be a forerunner to the much
larger nuclear energy deployment neces-
sary for net zero Viksit Bharat and not reach
avirtual dead end.

The wyriter, o nuclear scientist, was director
af Bhabha Atormic Research Centre

TRUMP'S OVERREACH

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, Trump
unchecked'(1E, June 11). [agree with the
wiew that the U5 Pn:ﬁldc'nt 15 cscalaﬂm,

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

WAR ON TERROR

THIS REFERS TO the article, "A new T200
fioe thewin' (IE, june 10).Consider events
like thl:TaI]han coming back to poer in

acrisisof

el
It's quite mtngumgmabﬁcrw: that hl:
continues b cmss swords with Califormia
Govenor Gavin Newsorm, unmindful of
the fact that his Tnlmpﬁ, move to de-

additional California Mational Guard

L after the United States’ 20-
year-war, America’s new attitude to-
wartds Syrian rebel groups, or Viadimir
Putin’s calibrated silence on Op Sindoor.
Al these :Dmplltmswmlld hardhy al-

troops along with 700 Marines is un-
precedented federal overreach, Trump
seems bent on scoring an own goal. He
should revisit his extant immigration
policy rather than toying with the idea
ofinvoldng the dreaded [nsurmection Act.

5K Gupta, via emil

LONG WAY TO GO

THIS REFERS TO the article, 'From
drearms to deeds’ (IE, Jure 1), The BPs

intry ke India toact
asaleaderin the fight against a ghobal is-
sue like terrorism, fraught with utterhy
regional dissensions. Countries may
vid of a univer
upon definition of “terrorism” in onder
to maximise their regional interests,
Pratishtha Saini, vie email

FACT IN FICTION
THIS REFERS TO the editorial Master af
precision I’IEJunl: |llHI:rJt‘IId( Furxyth

o=k cedebration of th -
ment's 11 years in office has m]ﬂ:d no
great public interest, reflecting a certain
fatigue and realisation about unrealistic
expectations.  Catchphrases  and
5 have been used to constructa
n:nrativc of “gnod gowernance”. The
odi govemnment has changed India's

nnllrlrll l erased theli
between democracy and majoritarian-
sm. Unemyployment and inflation fig-
ures show its economic performance in
apoar light. The government has conve-
niently forgotten about the promise to

create 2 crome jobs every year

David Milton, Maruthancode

made a ci the po-
litical thriller genre. His sernvice in the RAF
gave him first-hand experience that
helped him as a war journalist and later
asa bestseller author. Apart from The Day
o the fenchennl, s nowe] The Digs af Vvt ooe-
poses neo-colonialism by showing how
coups are stage-managed by external
Forces for massive business interests.
Woung writers, intelligence profession-
als and policymakers all drew inspira-
tion from his work, Marrying fact with
Fiction was his forte. The standard of
thriller writing that he set will be fiol-
lewved for a bomg time.

S H Quadri, Bikaner
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RAMNATH GOENKA

BECAUSE THE TRUTH INVOLVES US ALL

SLOWING DOWN

World Bank report underlines continued uncertainty. India’s
performance holds hopes of imminent trade deals

HE 2020 HAVE already seen major shocks to the global economy such as

‘the Conid pandemic and the Russia-Ukraine conflict, There is now another

shock to contend with. According to the World Bank, *increased trade bar-

rhers and heightened policy uncertainty”™ ane causing “a notable deteriora-

tlun ulmeoutluul:" Inits latest Global Economic Prospects report, the Bank has revised

i for ghohal hthis year to 2.3 per cent, down 40 basis points

from its January estimate, Tu put :hls growth estimate in perspective, excluding peri-

ods of global recession, this is the “weakest performance in 17 years", In April, the

International Monetary Fund (IMF) also estimated global growth to slow to 28 per cent

in 2025, In its report, the World Bank has alse projected global growth to average just

about 2.5 per cent between 2020 and 2027 — this is the “slowest pace of any decade
since the 1960s", This is a remarkable deceleration,

Spaperincianexpreassl N | .
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I 18 NOT ENOUGH TO UNDI
WORLD, THE POINT IS TO DEF

TAND THE NATURAL
D AND PRESERVE T

= EowWarD Anpey

A new axis of stability

As global rifts widen and multilateralism wealkens,
India and Europe can anchor a multipolar world

JAWED ASHRAF

EXTERNAL AFFAIRS MINISTER § Jaishankar's
secand visit bo Europe within a month reflecs
adeepening India-Europe engagement even
s the two sicles deal with volatile LIS policies,

Pakistan ancl escalating conflict in Europe,
Highlights includle Prime Minister Narendra
Mocli's visit bo France to co-chair the Al Action
Summit and the visit by the re-elecied
Eurnpean Cummuslun Pn:ndcn: m.la\tbn
dler Liyen, and th
Inchia in February: The MEA-supported Raisina
Daloguie also makes a debut this weel in the
strabegic port city of Marseille.

Europe faces extraordinany challenges, War
has returned. Economic difficulties, concerns
mrrsccuntya:ﬂ:mmlgrﬂmamlslng:s-

The report's stark warning that *many of the forces behind the great ic mir- st of il A cultuire pol-
adcuulu: last 50 years... qucswungmturcw:ru: isworrying, partlmla:ly!urdwclnp- mmmmmn'érlumms]mamlm-
Thi a steacl IIIIMJIMIIN.III\P- wllaulthinies|
mentum — growth has come down sharply from averaging 5.9 per cent in the 20005 to the European pmjmm':mim'?
3.7 per cent in the 2020s, as per the report. It should perhaps not come ise that [ ——

this s in line with the slowdown in global trade, And the "upheaval”, which has caused
the drastic scaling down of global growth and tracle expectations this year, continues.
After another round of talks in London, the US and China are now said to have agreed to
a“framework”, Deals with most countries remain a wurkmprugn:s Inchia ks "hopeful”
that an ith the LS will be reachied before the 90 the Liberation
Dray tariffs ends in the second week of July, Amid this unccr:alnry.:lm Bank now expects
lobal trade volume to grow at just 18 per cent in 2025, a steep scaling down of 1.3 per-
centage points from its January projections.

TheWarld Bank report projects India to grow at 6.3 per cent in 2025-26, with bath in-
vestments and exports rxpc:ledhmmalnsuhdmd This forecast is in line with that of
the IMF, which had in April Id

Outhock, These Iy intally loever than the REBI's most recent projec-
tion of 6.5 per cent. Expec ta:mml’ashap uptick in the near term appear muted — the
‘Waorld Bank has pegged growth to average 6.6 per cent over the following two years,

gronwat 6.2 percent in its

MISPLACED KINDNESS

Deaths caused by tigers in Ranthambore should push widlife
authorities to reflect, focus on creating hea]lhy ecosystems

Theexternal challenges are greater. Europe
must contend with US President Donald
Trump's disdain for NATO and near disman-
thingg of long-adrift transatlantic relations, the

it " | train in tln ith China,
i orcder and
m:nstrumrnturlmrnalunal influence, is
risks strabegic el
da risi ith the USand Chi

mlmaﬂmmmmnmm:wuﬂd';mt
apenmagoreconony Beesan uptumed global
i matlon A as ek ! el

agraphy of wlku

But the EL hasshown remaralde cohesion
and resilience in its response to Covid, the
Ukraine war and Tramp's onslaught. Its proj-
murhummnl and w.-rml Im:gmlunmn-

Great powers believe they
can bene the world vo their
will but often cause chaos,
Middle powers need to
leverage partnerships and
institutions to resist and
maximise their roles, India
and the EU have a broader
wlobal agenda that rises
beyond differences on
Ukraine or Pakistan. India
and a united, cohesive
wrope, with an

tinues, Rel, the LIK are img

Eurnpe s wakingup mtltmcdhtlndcpnﬂ-
ence inforeign and security policy, the pursuit
of industrial and digital sovereignty, a resilient
nﬂmul mply chaln and aslmmrdﬁmﬂ

1, indlustrial

RELATIVELY INUSLAL human-animal conflict is pl inthevicinity

af one of India’s premier tiger reserves, and much of the blame should be

laid at the doors of the wildlife authorities in charge of the protected area,

I the past two-and-a-half months, tlgmhaw klllcd thru: pcuplc one of
theem a forest afficer, outskirts of Asre-
ports inthis paper have undedined, in at least ltendencies
went awry because the park authorities provided live bait to their ailing mother. They
lost the inhibition tigers usually have towards humans and becamse a risk for the forest
staff and visitors to Ranthambore.

Offering live bait to injured or old tlws is not banned, but the National Tiger
Conservation Authaority's standard lure deems it “not advisable”. The
manual says tigers “need to be managed wl:hmln:mum hurman intervention”, Artificially
feeding w:ldumrrs h:rnsun- murlungrwty muruga:nstthcbauc tenets™ of conserva-
tiwn, it underdi g vimpair their natural survival
slul]slt’ma:u:albruld and infirm amma]; o d:cdsmwmunmm angh:w:ththnrad-
wersaries, This fundamental precept of tobe)
eral parts of the country. The e just limited to p
mals, It's not uncammaon loday for wildlife authuntmtu nurse animals injured in
territorial fights or medically i ime, Thi against nature's wiy
urmwn;thgcrdcmugraphlu Thc animal no doubt evokes awe and at times, it's dif-

the animals’

ficult i from conser But there's a fine line between n.-;pm::-
e o, PR P,

ingthe ar

ofa ma,cstlrspc:lu Artificial In:mtntluns. such as those in Ranthambore, boost tiger

numbers fets, wors 1 them and lly push some of the an-

imals to stray close to human habitats.
The undrrstaﬂcd md Illfqmppcd Fm::: departments in most parts of the country
inging the tiger hmkﬂ-umthebnnk alter the 2005 crisis, But
bee just about numbers. The h i
ludc of overe a.utluumcss among park manam.-n Authoritics, instead, need o initiate
i ries and setthe on avi-

betrays an atti-

cor arrying cap thie country
lation of the tiger ally b askeable percentage of tigers live out-
sldc prututcd areas today. The !unu muuld be on creating and ining healthy

md:nuutmmrqmltyiurtha: But Furope

mnntdunl:yl:scll’.lmdsmv paHmmsul'
Exqually, global hast

mnforced India's traditional proclivity !ura:h—

independent voice and
capabilities, can build a
stable multig
anchored in international
law um.li'rpinnu.l by the

Tt | i i
s With the EU in its areas of exclusive and
shared mmpmn:;.thm:ua lmgtradm

ol surmmits, and now,

algues, including in trade, technology, secu-

climate
resilience, health and food security, biodiver-
sity and the sustainability of Earth and its
oceans, This also requines acomprehensive mo-
lility programme of higher ambition for stu-
denis schnlare and sclents

rity and fareign policy, With older and major
munbastahcs,bcsacstmgthcnlngaﬂac—

Europe i asignificant source of armaments
hnndla Eumpc. secking to rearm itself, and

I

i n""-' r\glunu

p must pﬂurilsc

the dymamic cast,
The B is a leading and ing tracle and

imvestment partner for India, According to a

of defena i We have robast coop-
cmlun:nthc amsul'mmmc underwater,

Instltutmmahpwsudymm E!Jstln inthe yher security, b
- Pacific, between  rorism with

2015 and 2022, FU27 FDI stock regi technical and inteli on, Europe.
strongest growthin Indiaat 96 percent, coeed- hI:bylshmIsttm'unsm andmmum;mh
Im;Tmr(sD! pcrrmtandﬂm{sszpcrrmL the i Pakistan, i

FromF whop- i et o terromnsim.

ping 373 per cent. In n'adr rnnbchucmzms cmupmmbcllm-rhwmbmdthc
and 2023, ELIZT exponts to India grew 47 per u\mr]d to their will but often cause :Imm
cent, behind 83 peroent nuTaIwan and 54pcr Jntragc |
cent b China, ELT | irvstituti imise their

over W00 per cent, second hclnnd'rmnﬁwn
the Indlo-Pacific. Surveys indicate a trend -
ward cliversification away from China, though
less than that of LIS companies.

The EU must conclude the EU-India trade
ﬂumﬁtm agreements qullcldy.stm

roles, India and the FL have a broader global
agenda that rises beyond differences on
Uleraine or Paldstan. India and a united, cobe-
sive Europe, with an independent voice and
capabilitics, can build a stable multipolar
wrld, anchared in intermational lav, under-

Border Adjustment Mechanism for India in
view o India's progress in green energy. These
wil_lmlcra:r]Ml’:E.mpca new strategic

pinned by ine: of rultil ateralism and
freee from territarial ambitions.

India and Europe approach challenges
thmugimmlltluns,nu unllaml initiatives or

vidow,an will survivethe currentinstabllityin
the Middle East, It aumnubc not just a trade

thewse Thatcalls
for collaboration, not the EL's prescripthe ap-
provach onits norms., For the Global South, part-

route but il coridorof nerships can protect our interests against

invest more in Europe. Fragmentation. bnthe Indo-Pacific region, while
Inedia and Europe converge on the pulilic Frmm Imysncuri:y partner for india, work-

character and purpose of digital technology r fia can helpcoun-

and in preventing a global duopaly, As Modi il i gemonora forced

said at the Al Action Surmmit, wee cancollabo- — chodoe between two major

rate in innovation, application, regulation, gov- Attention and time, imagination and am-

nnm standards and ;cn'lm publlrgmd

bition, andsmsl:lvityru eachother'sconcerns

hobally, Th infra-

St Indnunbcneﬂt from Europe’s beadl-

ifacturing, en-

trrpnsetnrhmlugncs and key areas of the
chain,

discipline of multil lism
andd free from

territorial ambitions,

I Europe and India
need maore of that despite other immediate
preoccupations in Brussels, Delhi and
European capitals, We mast involve all staloe-
holders and also reshape media stereatypes

Incleed, schence, technol di " and public perceptions,
triesofthel {artdrie i " The author i .

How EFREE IS FREE SPEECH

Discourse must be shaped by consistent legal principles, not selective outrage

BURHAN Mmm

THE CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHT to free spcu.h
—-a ﬁmdamuualdcmmlrpwlnclplu n af-
tenr
speech?, IE June lhlrcumn:sllm context,
intent and impact of free speech by defend-
g Sharmistha Panoli's inflammatory social
media targeting Islam and the Prophet,
’a Icgmle exercise of froe expression.
An impaortant disclaimer: My disagree-
meritwith the editorial | 4 -
doesement of the carceral state. Rather, be-
yond the over-simplistic binaries, the focus
here ison reoognising hate speech as a formof
vIuIcm: Whlk‘ﬁl‘l‘dllumlmﬂu‘ly(ﬂrxlscs

zzmr uldl.ms:udrn: - slv: wils I.m.-: e

eoosystems where the tiger can thrive without endangering the lives of humans.

LET THE KIDS ROT

The West has just woken up to the joy of unstructured time for
children. But doing nothing has always had its own charm
MNCE LIPON A very real time not so long ago, Indian summers were about
watching the clock slow down, As schools broke for the holidays, children
shed their baggage of schedules and slipped into long lazy days filled with
mangues mlscluehndllml rare thing — unsupervised time, Days of chas-
ingd ut of thin air, of i i floors under crealey
mlmrans and wmlngmeplayorsunbghtmmughm‘ urtains, of turning cardboard
boxes into doll's houses, of fighting and making up with siblings and cousins all in the
span of an afternoon, It was, as the nostalgies would say, the golden age of boredom,
and it was beautiful
Thc age of overachiovement, hmvm-: ransformed summer from a season of won-

der intoa gap tobe filled with fother skill-building, prospect-
enhancing activities, ranging from mindful tocreativ Sereens
creptin, oo — ghowing, addic turm idle time into far more

passive and far less magical, In chasing productivity, the poetry of those long days was
nuwlywn'ltmmr Now, scarmed by overpriced summer camps and stress-inducing hy-
| peocluctivity plans, the West has finalk A o to the joy of letting chil-
drcndunumlng for a fews precious weeks. In the LS, the phenomenon is being branded
as' summcrludmﬂlng avarnn:ol “bee ruttlng".:hatrclchmnthe unlmn'lcd andthr

while coaxing the with her I
o step back and take a deep breath,
Thcmrn:lcmythmsudldlcday;,huwmrhma]wayshcldaqunc:mmmtallw;
I pinto rich lifelong bonds, teaches chidren howtosit comfrtably with

themselves and m.tlu:s roam for curiosity and joy. Perhaps, the greatest gift adultuan
wive children, then, is this freedom to waste a little time. After all, the best memories are
wften made not when everything adds up, but when nothing needs to.

abled Panoli's sn:markund Fails to acknowl-
odjge the target of her outturst. Panali's words
are Iarlmm bcim;m at urm:klcssindlscm-
tion;

mmnm;!y mamglmlum wilifyirg, and dis-
proportionately targeting Muslims,

The editonal, too, acknowledges that
Pancli's post echoed “some of the most hurt-
ful anti-minority tropes in circulation”,
Haowvever, more than the trou bling content of
Panali's post,one should bewaryof the polit-
ml smtlmrnb that cunslnlrr Mushims to be

G ing arrests for
anline posts kscrucial, but one must differen-
tiate between freedom of expression and

- DEAR EDITOR,
1 DISAGREE

The antidote lows state action

Tatred ag
ﬂtccdmlal Falhd to realise the essence
findlia (2015} The

A column in which
rencders tell us why, when
they differ with the
editorial positions or
news coverage of
“The Indian Express’

Muore than the troubling
content of Sharmistha
Panolis post, one should be
wary of political sentiments
that consider Muslims to be
demographic theeats, One
miust differentiate between
frecdom of expression

and provocative speech
that perpetuates

targeted hatred against

Judgmcn: uplmlds !m:dum of speech but
doesn't legitimise hate speech. On the con-
nary.thrschasclrady dcnncd the huund

and

cannot be universal impunity, The editorial
righthy patnts out that young Muskims hawe

labelled “anti-national " or “pro-Pakistan”, of-
lrnmllltlrmdcncrurmlhammmusc

pmlshahlcharcnutlnshmwsrwm

Ly dlis-
tinguishing three tatrgurlcs of spcl:rh
Discussion, advocacy, It held

held mntm‘f’r:nmndmyspm‘h isa
fallacy. The discourse on free speech must be
shaped by consistent legal principles, not by

that “mere discussion or even advocacy of a
particular cause, howsoever unpopular, is at
the heart of Article 19(1)a) of the
Constitution”, and is therefore protected.
However, as the court noted, once such
speech crosses the line intoincibement — par-
ticularly incitement to violence, hatred, or
b disorder — Article 19(2) applies, and re-
s:rlumnsbemmc:unstnutlumlly\-allnl By
chrawing this line, ) o

ery by tlwu:?n'puwcr.m solution to the
wicked problem of protecting free speech lies
i exqual and principled applicatbon of the L,
ot in abanden e aleramt

In W targets
minarity volces while mostly excusing and
sometimes even celebrating those who vilify
them, theoverswhelming defence from all po-

llncal m:ln-s far rmccxprmm Isamusum;

acrucial principle: The right to free speech
does not encompass a right to inclte harm or
hatred against others. Many judicial prece-

dhenits affirem this critical distinetion. Nutal:ly In

rh; ruling party’s suddm invocation of the
pnnclplrd!mcdum urspeuh and EXpIres-
sion, cF
whulc sdemng dlmn:m wvalees from mar-

three rulings in 2018 — Tehseen |
Union af ndia, Kedumgallur Film Sod-rty ws
Undont of India, and Shakt Valdni vs Union of
Arachia, thie SC went a step further, laying down

and \-I;Ihntr;iulcnn-_ However, these direc-
tives hawe largely remained on paper, with lit-

— thelatest, the arrest
of Ashoka University professor Ali Khan
Mahmudabad, is a case in point. Defending
insidious speech on the grounds of constitu-
tiomal liberty risks defending the right to hate,
aright not promised by the Constitution.

provocative speech that perpetuates targeted marginalised communities, the to nio meaninglul mplementation. SRR
55 ioian expaess JUNE 121985, FORTY YEARS AGO

TrIPURA VIOLENCE

AT LEAST 10 people were injured in bomb
explosions and 2 lathi charge during the 24-
hour statewide band h called by the Tripura
Youth Congress (1) today. Around 100 youth
Cunu:m{l] suppcmrrs were arrested Far
of various g of-
fices in Agartala. Seven Yt[l] SUpporters
were injured when police resorted toalathi
charge as the demonstrators broke the
southern gate of the secretariat.

Hotrer BLown Up
TAMIL MILITANTS BLEW up a luxury beach-

N T (e ..1,.1 | e |

front} SCTHE -

¢ mrl Thesoure idth

el in

shattered and three- quatmdcmoy:d hu:

CHINA'S PROPOSALS

no casualties were reported, CHINA HAS MADE several proposals to im-
prove bilateral relations with India, An ex-
T ternal affairs ministry spokesman, however,
INDIRA MURDER TRIAL Would ot conlrn report thit Chins ha
ADDI'HON.I\L S.F_SSICINS ]LI'D'GE Mahesh o hasa
chml’ an Fsassing: and Sh, haii H 1i il 1
tion case, orderedthe framing of charges of chmcsrcunsula:u Incaku::a and numba)\
murder against Savwant Singh and of erim- China

inal conspiracy to murder against him and
the other two accused, Kehar Singh and
Balbir Singh. The charges will be framed by
the court on July & and the prosecution wil

dlalu;uc on

bclnthr:un:rmuf:lwn:gu mlc )
an border issue.

the still unsettled Sino-l
Chi

tovisit Mount Kailash in Tibet,
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A diplomatic victory
over Pakistan

The All party delegations return home after presenting
Indian side of the story of Operation Sindoor

he return of the high-profile, multi-party Indian pariamentary
Tdelu‘mion. Iedd by Congress MP Shashl Tharoar, marks the successful
of a strategically significant five-nation diplomatic tour,
The delegation was part of a larger Indlan diplomatic initlative launched in

‘the aftermath of the Aprl 22 Pahalgam terror attack and prompted India’s

rabust counter-response = Operation Sindoor, The delegation's objective
was twalold: to present a unified Indion stonce on cross-border terordsm
and to diretly counter Pakistan's intemational narrative, By all accounts,
the mission hos bean a resounding success. The delegation's mandate
was to explain the rationale behind Operation Sindoor — a seres of

Islon strik ducted by India on temar neross the
border — and to bulld intemational suppart by underscoring Paklistan’s
3 ding n border temarism, The presence af MPs
from W\mﬁw ipalitical spectrum — Including leaders fram the BIP,
Congrass, Shiv Senn, TOP, and JMM — slgnalied a poweriul message:
Indin bs united on matters of national security, This bipartisan unity was
crucial bn demaonstrating that India's farelgn policy and Its fight against
tarrorlsm transcend party lines,

The flve-nation iinerary Included Guyana, Panama, Colombla, Brazl,
and finally the United States — a diverss mix of emarging powars and
phobnd influpncers. Over thres woeks, the delagation engagad In over o
huindbred high-leval moatings with prosidants, prime minlster, ves
presidants, lnwmakers, policy axperts, think tanks, journallsts, and
membars of the Indlan diaspora,

In Washington DC, the team held cruchal discussions. on Capltol Hll,
where liwmakers not only echoed India's concerns but also pralsed the
country's restraing In ts military response. Perhaps the most sigaificant
stratagic galn cama in the amna of parception. Pakistan's attempts to
portroy itself as a victim of terrordsm — oven os s teritory shelters temor
wrﬂn — W rlm with scepticism and, In mmr coses, outright rejection

Apart i Paklstan's
mww generated substantlal goodwill for India, Indlu § message was rml
marely on of butaf I, resabuticon
Tha timing, and unity bahind th push hawe
added a now layer of credibility to Indla's global Image — not only as a
raglonal power but as a mature democracy tackling the complex issue of
tarrorism within the bounds of intemational law.

s the detogation retums home, Indla can count the tour as a
diplomatic victory cn multiple fronts — exposing Pakistan's faltering
narrative, reinforcing intemational support, and affirming Indin's stature
s a respons|ble glabal actor, In a world where perception often rvals
Tacts, this all-party effort has served its purpose — not only In countaring
propaganda but In projecting India's strategic maturity and palitical wnity.
With mare such outreach Inltiatives planned as port of Indla's 33-capital

effort, this tour sets a banehmark in foregn policy
action and Intemathonnl strate gie messaging.
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A fock of painted starks ot Pulicat Lake,
in Srhadkota. PTI

Letters

Highways to prosperity and growth

With game-changing projects like Greenfield expressways, aerial buses, and the Gati Shakti platform, the Modi
Government is rewriting the narrative of development — one road at a time

dra Madi took aath

s Indias Prime Minister in

2014, the BIP-ded Central

Government peloritised infra-
structure development above all else from
that very moment. In this direction,
the Minkstry of Read Transport and
Highways became the focal point of infra-
structure growth,

Unsdler Maodl's leadership, this M:nm:;. has
not only accelerated the country’s econom-
le development but has also given It a new
dimension over the 11 years since 2004, The
comstruction of highways — both complet-
edd and upcoming — has played a -Igulﬁtum
vale bn chunglng the trajectory of the coun-

hen Na

try's growth,

FJI{I\'"I highways, waterways, and rall-
wiys can reduce logstics costs and bogst the
econamy. Prime Minister Narendra Modi
dreains of making Indla & "Vidhwagurd'
(World Leader). India has emerged as the
wiirl l-lhll\\! Iqrw.nl economy and a 85 tril-

i turn, boost growth n
agriculiure, services, and Industrial sectors,
In the past 11 years, the roads built have
already reduced our boglstics costs from 16
e cent to 10 per cent, and next year, we alm
further o 9 per cent, This
ce our exports, make us more

competitive, and help lndla advance more
powerfully toward h\uuning " Vishwagur.

The Ministry of Road Tr
Highways Is building 25 new Gre
Express Highways across the country, Over
3,000 kim of highways are also being Eulll 0]
connect ports and promote religlous
tourlsm, The Government's effors 1o
boost religlous tourism are also taking
shape, The Buddhist Clreult project, com-
pleted at o cost of T22,000 crore, has sig-
nificantly Increased the number of fourkts
wisiting the Birthplace of Lovd Buddha from
South Asia, Indonesis, Malaysia. Ching,
Singapore, and Japan.

Simultaneously, the number of pilgrins
“har Dt sites — Badrinath,
Kedarnath, Gangotrl, and Yamunot il — has
tripled. A ropeway worth T12,000 crore is
belng constructed to connect Kedarnath,
About 90 per cent of the work on the road
linkirg Kailash Mansarovar in Uttarak hand
to Plthoragarh has been completed, In
India, particularly In the national caplial, the

dream of fying buses’ s on the verge of

becoming a reality,

This Inchudes aerial buses, ash-charging
electric buses, and double-decker flying
buses for hilly regions, The aerlal bus ser-
wlee lrom [Ih-nul-nfuan b Dvelll 1o Manesar,
Dased on o skyway system, 1s almost in its

final stages. | am confldent that this exper-
iment will b crucial in resolving the persis-
on this special route,
aunch of the fiest
Mash-charging tlulrl» bus. It will have I 5
aeals, executive class, front TV screens,
bus hostesses Like alr
hostesses. This bus will
have s makimum speed
of 120 km/h and will
sop every 40 km for
just 3 seconds 1o fully
charge before resum-
ingg s pouirme

lém» hwork Iul\lu:l be
achieved by merely sit-
tng b an office prepar-
ing DPRs — it requires
wholehearted effort! A
recent study by [IM-
Bangalore on road con-
struction revealed that
every T1 spent an Natlonal Highway (NH)
constructhon has led 1o a 83,21 Increase In
Inichia’s GDP, a multlplier effect of 3.2 times,
Consequently, domestic production has
grown by @ per cent wnd car sales by 10,4 per
cent, The work done by the Minkstry of Road
Teansport and Highways has not only
Boosted economie activity but also created
numenous job opportunithes, Here are some

fgures woeth notlng: In 2014, India had only
91,000 km of national highways. By 2024,
this netwark has expanded by nearly 60 per
1o .

he dally pace of road constructlon has
Incrensed from 12 kow'day to 28-30 kin/day.
Under the unnh:l!omﬂx‘ lakh crore
Bharatmala project, the target is 1o bulld
65,000 km of roads, including economic cor-
rldors, Internatbonal border roads, and bor-
der wrea connectivity.

This plan Is o declsive step toward reduc-
Ing India’s loglstics costs further. The 'Gatl
Shuktl' and multimodal connectivity Initla-
tve Invtegrates roads, railways, alr, walerwiys,
and ports inte & single digieal
platform, which has helped ensure timely
praject commpletion.

Our ministey has also started implement-
Ing road development projects through
|lu'|!|1|. private partnership (PPP) maode
which has attracted significant private
Investment. Under this model, road projects
worth over T12 lakh croe have been under-
taken. This jowrney, which began in 2014,
Is not just about roadss in o way, it has
become the lifeline of India's progress,

The expanalon of the highway network has
not only made travel easber but also boost-
ed domestic trade, Industry, tourlam, and
safety. From day one, our Government has

been worklng trelessly to ensire inclusive
development reaches every person in the lust
row of sockety, We are committed to accel-
erating this work even faster in the coming
years to achieve this goal as soom as podsi-
ble. We now have o clear vision of bullding
wonrld-class infrastructure and making our
natbonal highways network superlor to even
that of the United States by 2047, so that
India becomes an economic superpower,
“America does not have good roads because
it wlehy America s vlch because i has good
ronds.” This quote by former US President
John F Kenne l|:’ displayed I my office w
the Transport Bhavan in Delhi and earlier
in Maharashira when Twas o minister, s not
there by chance,

Thils has been our gulding mantsa for the
past 11 years under the leadership of Modi
Il We are determined 1o carry this work for-
wared even faster in the future, In the com-
ing years, India’s road infrastructure will be
beetter than that of the United States — this
i nota dream, but s reality taking shape. By
malntalning & balance of quality, speed,
transparency, and environmentally-friend-
Iy polickes, Indias national highway network
will be recognised at the global level,

[Thie il |5 toe Linkess Minlsder for Read Trassport
and Highways, Yiaws an porsonal

The Unavoidable Journey of Learning

OSE_(.JQND
pinion

s consclous belngs, we have live sense organs which
Auw also called doors of knowledge, Hence it would

not be a wrong statement to make that, because of
our very nature, we cannot be without learning. Like, our
ears are always open, so we are constantly lstening. The
waords that go through our ears to our brains are like
lessons that we receive constantly. Similarly, we see the
whale world through our eyes which also results in
learning good things as well as bad things,

The qulrl» al impulses that we recelve through
our skin or taste buds, reach our braln which i
also a kind of learning for us. However one must
understand the fact that all the above- mentioned
processes of learning take place by awareness or
consclousness that s present in our brain with-
out which learning bs next to impossible,

In this context, we should know that our sense-
organs are only the doors, learning s a process
that s wndergone by the consclouaness. It may
be called ‘mind-intellect-memaor ling' com-
bined or we may simply call it a "Soul’ So, all bits
of Information or all messages that we recelve
Infuence the Soul,

And they give good ar bad experiences to the
soul, Further, we must know that there are two kinds of

to the Editor

RAIYOGI
BRAHMA

KUMAR NIKUNJ
Ll

Information or knowledge we acquire.
One is the knowledge of material things; the other Is

about the soul, karma, supreme ete. The latter kind of

kenowledge, when put bto action, results n some sandaras
or as we call it personality traits,

Most of our actions performed agaln and again under
the influence of a sanskara, result In experiencing hap-
phoess or sorvow. Throughout our journey of life, we con-
stantly learn some such lessons that result in the forma-
thon of sanskaras according 1o our karma,

Hence, If we know »Iturﬁ' that learning Is unavoidable

and that we are always learning good or bad
lhln;sx res '( in good or bad sanskaras that
lead to happiness or sorrow, then we will

never say that we have no time or no Interesi
In learning.

Likewise, if we know that our sanskaras go
along with our life after life, then we hlllr
more careful in learning good things and in
glving up bad things because educatlon
seems to be an elixle that can bring us &
healthy mind & body along with a rastmg
fruitful life,

Wi all know this fact very well that in the
present day life, nobody s perfect as far as
goodness and vires are concerned. Hence,
It cannot be denled that we all need 1o be
enlightened and we urgently need to improve
the quality of our thoughts, *|\\'u.l’l|‘ m] actlons.

Since we cannol avold learning., even i we wish, why
clont wee then learn to inculcate, bn ws, moral values, virtues
or goed qualities so that we may make progress towarnds
perfection? Why do we wish to carry a heavy load of rub-
bish on our heads? Why do we want to delay our march
towards our goal? What do we galn by making lame excus-
s, saybng that we have no time or that we are not inter-
ested? What is it that we are interested in?

Are we interested ln our downfall, decay or doom? In
sinking and drowning deep down in the quagmire of vices,
evils and mud? Remember !! The more we delay, the worse
will be owr condition and the more difficult it be o rec-
tify our ways.

The process of learning, a3 was suld earlier, is ceaseless
and continuous and hence someone has righily sald “we
Learn everyday & shed the ego and the perception that 1
know everything”.

Hence we cannol stop i even ([we try our best, pulting
all eur might into it So why not we remabn alert & fol-
Low the eight path that saves us from teagedies, raumas,
tenslons and turmoll of Jife?

Right learning s important what we learn defines us,
1t s shimple yel a profound change we go through, Right
learning can make us a better person, someone who has
rlght frame of mind and is aware about his responsibilites
and stelves to make this world a better place.

{The writer s & spiritual educober asd popular cobssais,
Views. are perseasd)

INTERNAL DISPLACEMENT: AN ISSUE
THAT NEEDS URGENT ATTENTION

Calls for parliament debate

The questhon bs arising whether Prime Minlster Nuru-ﬂm
Modl, having met the members of the seven parl
tary delegations that were sent abroad, will agree to
a full debate in the Monsoon Session of Parliam
the country’s post-Pahalgam security and forelgn policy
challenges.

Wl the Prime Minister char @ meeting or a set of meet-
Ings of leaders of all political parties and take them lnto
confidence on Indias future strategy towards both
China and Pakistan? Prime Minlster Modi on Tuesday
hasted the members of the multl-party delegatlons, com-
prising parl L and former diph whi trav-
elled 1o varkous world capitals over the past few weeks
to convey Indias message on the need to eradicate the
menace of terrorism following the Pahalgam antack and
Operatlon Sindoor,

IF the Priie Mindster agrees to have a full debate b the
fortheoming Monsoon Session of Padiament on the coun-
s post-Pahalgam security and I'wulr,nimliu y challenges,
I ds welcome, since the request of the INDIA bloc par-
thes for @ special sesslon has been most unfortunately
rejected. The Prime Minkster's efforts o bring the
Pahalgam teroriss, wl\u i sortedly lnvalved bn three
carlier terror wtl; 1 Poo (December 2023), and
Gagangir and -ulm-nlﬂ (2024), 1o justice,

BHAGWAN THADANI | MUKMBAI

Israel's allies impose sanctions
The question is arlslng: are Britaln and s handful of allies
changing thelr attitude towards lsrael? Under this
changed attitude, can lsrael be put on the back foot fust
by cxiticlsing the genochde being commitied in Gaza? On
Tuesday, five countrles, nclading Britaln, banned two peo-
o tox Netaryalin and ministers o
Israel's Ben-Gyir and Smotrich will b
¢l bans and property confiscatbon for ‘Inclting vielence'
against |'|||ustl1nLnx The pair, who lve in illegal Isracli
settlements in the occupled West Bank, have been major
supporters of the destruction and expulsion of
Palestinians, expansion of illegal settlenents and wnmex-
athon of Palestinian land during thelr tme as ministers
In Prime Minlster Benjamin Netanyahu's Government,
As long as America ls with it, Iseaeli atrocities -llltllln
expansionist tendencles will not be stopped, 1

Why everyone needs to learn

The present era can truly be called the age of arificial inted-
ligence (AT, Al Is now making deep bnroads into every
wspect of our daily lives — from education 1o healthcare
and from business to industry.

I this context, It has become essential for individuals
froan all walks of lfe-students, professionals, entrepreneurs,
anil v:l.!wn:urn-lu understand the appropriate and ethical
use af A

||uwwtr the naIH) lllhlll thaene are now MRS acces-
sibile platic lakil arn the fund, s and prac-
theal applications of .'\[-nnla a8 online courses, webinars,
elearning platforms, and various tralning programs,
Tmportantly, the knowledge of ALis not limited o technol-
oglsts abone, 1t has become an essential skill for students
from arts, commerce, and sclence streams, as well as for
working | als and entrepreneurs,

alter this announcerent by England and s allies, America
Ieself has criticised . lsrael’s Forelgn Mindster Gideon Sanr
sasld that this step bs “humblisting’, wnd his Government
will hold a special meeting eardy next week, in which it
will be declded how to respond 1o this “wnacceptable decl-
son” It Is possible that in retaliation, Tsrael may also

five countrl
1o continue is dictatorship in the Middle
JANG BAHADUR SINI GKIMM&HIUW!

The mare people understand and responsibly apply Al
the mare [t can shiplify ife, save tme, and enhance peo-
ductivity.

Therefore, we sincerely urge the media to give grester
Importance to spreading awareness sbout this lranslmln-n

Ity action. China, the
challngis on the local, Inteenal - Philippings, and India (5.4 milon) are the
and sxtamal frants that every ladling countries in terma of domestic

maconain what 1t1s warth pondesis

muillon feds.

s pulorithes shoubd b, Howerer, mhml
enomies are difficult

hie state of ligal proceduns, which lack
aith

il anulnnumnmmm Tha biggest obatace |s gobsl

hanmigration and B siugse prablom, Inclifiesnnce when it comes 1o Lackling the

beding Lo the neglect of Intemal enpriac aspects of climate changs, &

dllsphncements coused by nabue's fury,  autocratic or populist Govemments ans
Thas moeat mport L

G misant

Monitoring Contre recoedind that 32,3 The Paris ellmate conberunce of 2015,

el Irudlans fced this thesat of Intemal st ot reducing gobal bemperatures,

dllspaacement on aceound of natusal it taegatid and Hme-bound messures

lisagbirs, primarly dug 1o locds and

agenid upen by countrlis, and meting

aborm, bitween 2005 and 2024, The this Agenda dor Sustalnable Divilopment
bl scenaric |4 ewen more im ad 210 by 2000, can only be achievwed i &8
204 equal and
miavements, with East Asla and Sout warh for By Bistteament of Buman soclety
Asds bedng this most advirsely atficled by kg comcrit eps. The alt-guated
uring o pviod. i *Netra fiddied while Rome st
1 akso highllghts that sbout S0 per I haunts manking 1o take o lesson
mdmaldluw I the froem history,

tive technology so that soclety at large can stay
anil empowered, There are mls feelings about AL and it
applications, Better use of wn addiional intelligen value can
be placed at the highest level to achieve best resulis.

wihich

WIIAY SINGH ADMIKARI| MANITAL

In et mese than 400 wornds,

W appeeciain your sedsach.
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Bad blood

en years after he last visited Canada,
T Prime Minister Narendra Modi will travel
to Kananaskis, Alberta, as a special invi-
e to the G7 summit outreach (June 1547), with
some hopes that the invitation from Prime Minis-
ter Mark Carney will give the two countries a
chance to reset bilateral ties. Mr. Camey's call to
Mr. Modi last Friday took many by surprise, as it
appeared to come at the lastminute, and possi-
bly after some back-channel calls to ensure neith-
er side would be embarrassed by the outcome,
Under fire for the invitation despite a pending
trial against Indian government agents in Cana-
i, Mr. Carmey said, quite rightly, that India, as a
major world economic force, deserves to be part
of the G-7 outreach deliberations. Regardless of
the reasoning, both the invitation and its accep-
tanee indicate a desire on both sides to take In-
dia-Canada ties out of the present lows. In the
past two years, after former Canadian Prime Mi-
mister Justin Trudeau went public with thus far
unsubstantiated allegations that India was be-
hind the assassination of Khalistani acthvist Har-
deep Singh Nijjar, and was targeting other Cana-
dian nationals, and RCMP officials even named
Home Minister Amit Shah in the conspiracy, both
contries have cut mission strengths down to a
third, Canada suspended talks for a free trade
agreement, while [ndultmpurmlyswppcdissu
g visas to Canadians, citing persistent threats o
Indian diplomats. Apart from considerable trade
and investment, India and Canada are inextrica-
bily bound by their people - over 186 million are
settled in Canada, but remain connected to India,
Given the tough task ahead, teams preparing
fior the Carney-Modi meeting must work with the
utmost sensitivity. While ties have nosedived
since 2023, they have had a history of bad blood
dating back to the 1970s, primarily over the Khal-
istan issue. It would be naive to imagine that
these issues can be resolved in a summit, but a
considered decision by both leaders to publicly
show respect for each other’s positions is neces-
sary. R ing the high commissi and oth-
er diplomats to their posts is an imperative, abong
with a possible timeline for the restoration of
trade talks. Speaking in Parliament, Mr. Carney
said that Mr. Modi has agreed to a “law enforce-
ment dialogue” where, no doubt, the Nijjar case
and issues over Khalistani threats to Indian diplo-
mats and community centres will come up, and
the public messaging from the meeting will be
the most important part of ensuring a path to im-
proved relations. “Summitdevel meetings™ such
as the one planned in Kananaskis can only opena
door toward bettering ties; it is the necessarily te-
diows and painstaking talks behind the scenes
that will actually allow the two countries to step
through those doors and essay a different way of
engaging each other.

Conn

‘The rail Tink will bri
the rest of 1

ashimir o Kanniyakumari' is a figura-
‘K tive expression to denote the geo

graphical expanse of India, from its
northernmost point to its southern tip, and for
the first time in history these are connected by
rail. With the inauguration of the 272-kilometre
Udhampur-Srinagar-Baramulla Rail Link (USBRL)
project which has been 28 years in the making,
the Kashmir Valley has been connected to the na-
tienal rail network. The tough, unsurmountable
wopagraphy of the Himalayas challenged the engi-
neering capabilities of the Indian Railways, but it
has come out with flying colours. The engineer-
ing marvel, the Chenab Rail Bridge, that stands
35 metres higher than the Eiffel Tower, is the
world’s highest railway arch bridge at 359 metres
above the riverbed. Spanning 1,315 m, it will en-
dure wind speeds of up to 260 km per hour and
hias been built to last 120 years, Nearby, the Anji
Khad Bridge, rises boldly across the rugged ter-
rain as India’s frst cable-stayed railway bridge.
Towering 331 m above the riverbed and stretch-
irg 725 m across, it is anchored by 96 high-tensile
cables; 8,200 metric tonnes of structural steel
went into its construction. Built at a cost of
43,780 crore, the USBRL bink witnessed drilling
of mountaing to set up 36 tunnels that span 19 ki-
lometres and 943 bridges through ridges and
mountain passes.

Kashmir’s decades of geographical isolation
have finally come to an end. The Vande Bharat
Express between Srinagar in the Kashmir region
and Katra in the Jammu region, which was also
flagged off by Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
cuts the surface journey to three hours between
the two points, Later this year, a scheduled divect
train service between the national capital New
Delhi and Srinagar will allow commiiters to touch
base in just 13 hours compared to over 24 hours
in the past. The Vande Bharat Express, a long-dis-
tance high-speed service, is bound to end the
psychological barriers, multiply the develop-
ment dividend and act as a game changer for the
economy of Jammu and Kashmir (J&K). The train
service has brought renewed hope to the region
not bong after the Pahalgam terror attack in April
2025 pushed India and Pakistan to a short con-
flict. India’s '‘Operation Sindoor’, against terror
infrastructure across the border, saw Pakistan
ending the ceasefire agreement and targeting c-
vilians, leaving 18 dead and over 1,500 hotises
damaged. While inaugurating the train service in
Katra, Mr. Modi rightly deseribed the rail link as
“asymbol of a new, empowered J&K". The bridge
will go a long way to bring the people of Kashmir
closer to the rest of India.

o

Recounting Velpur's story in ending child labour

very year, June 12 is observed as World
Dy Against Child Labor (WDACL)
under the auspices of the International
Labour Organization (ILO). In an
attempt to draw the attention of the world on the
issue of child labour, the day brings together
governments, employers and workers'
organisations as well as civil society to work
towards ending child labour. Though Sustainable
Development Goal Target 8.7 calls on the global
community to take effective measures to end
«child labour in all its forms by 2025, we are far

from achieving this.

Child labour is prevalent all over the workd,
robbing many children of their basic right to ve
‘with dignity, enjoy their childhood and attain
their full development potential. Across the
‘world, 160 million children are estimated to be
invalbved in child labour - which is almest one
among 10 children. The Africa, Asia and the
Pacific regions together sceount for almaost nine
out of every 10 children being in child labour. The
COVIDA9 pandemic exacerbated the situation for
many underprivileged children, when their
schools dosed, and their parents lost their
jobsiwages. Many children whe dropped out of
schoal, and who were forced toowork to

supplernent their family income, have not

returned to school.

The extent of child labour in India

Irlia has a significant incidence of child labour
Census 2011 estimated that 43,53 lakh chikdren in
the age group of five to 14 were involved in child
labour due to factors such as poverty,
nomcaccessibility and illiteracy. Child labour is
preferred in beedi, carpet-weaving and firework

factories.

India enacred the Child Labour (Prohibition
and Regulation) Act (CLPRA) in 1986, while the
National Policy on Child Labour, 1987 sought to
adopt a gradual and sequential approach with a
focus on rehabilitation. Its action plan inchided
strict enforcement of the CLPRA and
implementation of the National Child Labour
Project (MCLP) in areas where there is a high
incidence of child libour. The CLPRA was
replaced with the Child Labour (Prohibition and
Regulation) Amendment Act, 2006, which
prohibited the employment of children below 14
and had provisions for the prohibition on
employment of adolescents (1418 years) in
scheduled hazardous occupations. The Right to
Education now mandates that the state shall
provide free and compulsory education to all
«children in the age group six to 4 years,

Most dirives against child labour have been

Asok Kumar G,
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Twenty-four
vears later,
there ks 1040%
retention in
schools and no
child labour in
this mandal in

Telangana

effective but only for a short time. There are
several instanees of children who were engaged
earlier in labour and who dropped out of school
returning to their workplace. But there is a
SUCCESS SOy,

The Velpur model

Velpur Mandal itehsil) of Nizamabad district in
erstwhile Andhra Pradesh (now Telangana), was
once notorious for child labour, But in a dramatic
way it became a rare exception of shunning child
labsaur due to the total control, the commitment
and the involvement of the local community. In
June 2001, a drive imvolving the community was
started in Velpur to ensure that all children in the
age group of five to 15 years went to school and
that no child would be engaged as labour in any
form. After a sustained campaign for about 100
days, Velpur was declared to be a “child labour
free mandal”, on October 2, 2001, Twenty-four
years later, there is 100% retention in schools and
no child labour in a mandal once notorious for it,

The campaign to identify and track every
out-ofschool child and enrol them in schools was
initially led by a committed set of officials. But the
fact is that there was large scale resistance in the
beginning. Canards were spread that the teams
moving in villages were part of a nationwide
racket to kidnap children and sell their organs
siich as kidneys and eyes. Hotels refused to serve
even tea, with those in hotels making sarcastic
remarks that all their servers had joined school.

But after persistent efforts and discussions
with the people, the tide began to turn. People
began to cooperate and even transformed it as
their movement. Children who were seen in work
places were sent to bridge schools under the
NCLP. Public meetings emphasised the necessity
of education and the need for children to go to
school. In these meetings, children recognised
their (former) employers who let them stop work
and go to school.

Under peer pressure, former employers also
made a public announcement of writing off the
halance amount (principal, the interest and penal
interest) owed to them by the parents who ok
hand loans from them (the children were used as
mortgage and as child labour till the amount was
vepaid). They even distributed school stationery
tor the children.

A study found that a total amount of about T35
lakh was written off — the price for a good cause,
All sarpanchs signed a memorandum of
understanding (as in the provisions of the Andhra
Pradesh Compulsory Primary Education Rules,
1982}, with the government (district education
officer in the presence of the District Collector) to

ensure that all children in the five to 14 age group
in their village were sent to school, The
government in turn undertook to provide access,
infrastructure and teachers. This was the first
time that such an agreement had been signed
between sarpanchs and the government. There is
o child labour - an achievement that is very
sealously puarded by the community. To cherish
this proud achievernent of being the first mandal
in the State to be declared child lsbour free and
to remind them of their commitment to sustain it,
villagers erected boards in every village with the
wards, “There is no child labour in our village'.

On October &, 2021, as a part of the ‘Azadi ka
Amiriith Mahotsav', the VV. Giri National Labour
Institute, (VWGNLI) Noida, Uttar Pradesh (under
the Ministry of Labor and Emplayment,
Government of India) organised a programme in
Mizamabad. The event was to celebrate 20 years
of successful intervention “to eliminate child
Labour and the declaration of Veilpur Mandal, as
Child labour free”, All sarpanchs, caste elders,
slla parishad members and people involved in
the campaign were honoured for their role in
sustaining it. The challenge made to the local
media to identify at least one child who was not
in school had no takers. A leading news magazine
had an exclusive report on this event.

The Velpur story is well documented and has
been appreciated by the 1L0 and the media.
Velpur has been visited by many experts in the
fields of education and child labour, The former
President of India, A.P.J. Abdul Kalam, and
miembers of the National Human Rights
Commission India sent letters of appreciation.

The Velpur model, where there was the
complete participation of the community in
sustaining the fight against child labour, is an
integral part of all training programmes that are
organised by the VWGNLL Made aware of its
sustained success, the Parliamentary Standing
Committee on Labour, Textiles and Skill
Development asked the then District Collector,
who led this campaign, to make a presentation
before it on November 24, 2022, The
Parliamentary Standing Committee appreciated
and acknowledged its success.

What is vital

This is a community-led success story that is
testimony of the axiom that social issues ean be
sucoessfully and sumndbly addressed only if
they metamorphose into a people’s movement. It
is a proud moment for this writer to have been
associated with it. He was the Collector of
Mizamabad district, when this drive against child
Labour was taken up in Velpur in 2001

he tragic deaths in a stampede in

Bengaluru on June 4, 2005, of 11 people

who were part of a huge crowd that had
gathered near the M. Chinnaswamy Stadium to
celebrate the victory of Royal Challengers
Bengaluru (RCE), after RCB's first-ever Indian
Premier League (IPL) title in 2025, is a stark
reminder of three issues. They are our national
sense of disproportionate enthusiasm for vict
of government missionaries” lack of preparedness
tos contain erowd movement, and of people's
sense of immortality. Despite knowdng full well
that such gatherings end as physically unsafe
rush madly, throwing
caution to the winds. Social media in particular
and 24X7 visual media houses play a great role in
adding much hype to these events. It is almost as
if missing such an opportunity is akin to
foregoing the most important part in one’s life,

situations, we see people

The aim is profits

Cricket, especially in India, has become a great
maney-spinning industry, Hence, those in charge
do everything possible to draw in large crowds.
The risk that such gatherings pose is known.
Every such event results in crowds of people who
are far more in number than the capacity of the
venues, More footfalls spell more profits for every

one in the business.

1t is commeon knowledge that the licences and
the necessary permissions for hosting such
events are not granted by merely adhering to the
rules and the regulations on paper. Much of these
are linked to the 'showering of bounties” on those
i power. Here is an example that happened
during this IPL season. In a reported case during
an RCB versus Chennai Super Kings match, in
early May 2025, at the Chinnaswamy Stadium,
the family of an Indian Police Service (IPS) officer
fought with the family of an Indian Revenue

Ramalingam

s & human rights
asttivist and Advoate
in the Madras

High Court

In India, the
concept of
safety in public

report being filed. While the many uncomfortable
walleries are filled up in no time by those who pay
for them, the VIP enclosures, which have the best
seats and stadium and field views, are generally
occupied by those who wield power and enjoy
the freehies.

An industry which is most lucrative, with
millions made in profits, offers paltry sums of
mney as compensation/solatium for those wh
lost their life in the stampede in Bengaluru, No
amount of meney can ever compensate the loss
tor the families concerned, and it only goes to
show the scant respect and value for a common
person’s life.

1t is time that whenever there is a gathering for
an event that is governed by economic
considerations and motives of profit, there is also
provision made for a suitable caution deposit.
With the said deposit money, the state ought o
ensure the security and the safety of spectators or
attendees,

When a small hall is granted a licence, the
mandatory requirements inchide the number of
entrance and exit points, the seating
arrangernents, a doctor on call, public
conveniences, appropriste sudiofvisual systems
and even parking facilities. Therefore, it is
shocking that there is scant observance of safety
requirements when very large crowds gather in
dosed/open air stadiums, Compliance with the
rules and regulations is very poor in many such
instances.

Scant safety

The concept of public safety in public spaces is
practically absent, For example, food fairs are
held in an unsafe manner and one Ands open
wiring running all over the floor. There is no
safety when stoves are lit and there is large-scale
food preparation that are done under

It is profit first, life and safety second

honoured in the breach, than the observance’. In
an incident in Chennai, there were reports of
several visitors at an amusement park stranded
for hours on a giant wheel after the device
experienced technical problems. They had to be
rescued by the fire services department.

W, as a country, have no value for life, Most of
our roads have no pedestrian walkways, There
are no tracks marked for show-moving vehicles,
Motar cars and bullock carts traverse along the
sarme roads in g fght for space. There is no
respect for the pedestrian, who in turn faces
grave danger in the form of speeding
automobiles, broken pavemnents and aggressive
stray animals.

The 11 dead in a stampede or the thousands of
persons who die on our roads are just cold
statistics for s, We have leamt to brish aside
such tragic incidents by blaming it on karma.
There are no lessons learnt. There is nio
accountability. Some officials are suspended
while others are transferred. These are sure to be
revoked ata later dave,

Introduce a culture of audits

Thae need is to have o detailed and seientific study
of crowd management by experts and execute
their findings in an earnest way. A country witha
population that has hit 146,39 crore cannot afford
o falter on thi Without such an audit, it
cannot call itself a civilised and advanced country
and a natbon that is safe for all its citizens. Every
lifee is precious and there must be a dedication to
ensure the safety of all.

Let us not lose life and limb by promoting the
commerce of and the gains for the rich, Those
whio are hurt are mortals who fight battles every
day for their daily bread. It is unfortunate that
this too will pass with no lessons learnt. The rich
will keep getting richer at the cost of the

Service (IRS) officer over free seating in the VIP spaces s combustible camping structures. There is no struggling masses if we do not act now for a
gallery. The case resulted in a first information missing sense of fear and safety measures are "more better and safer tomorrow,

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Report on population dominated palicy catalyst for smarter and A sertous population survey mishap. It is a searing Crime and media content
The report by the United discussions, we are now maore inclusive should tell us whether indictment of maritime risk The report, en a murder in
Nations Population Fund entering an era where policy-making. India’s population has management. Meghalaya, is disturbing. In
estimating India's population stabilisation and | Chidanand Kumar, attained a state of The accident also exposes this connection, questions
population to have hit the eventual decline must be Bergahiry constancy or decline, gaps in pre-emptive need to be raised about
146.39 crore mark is wviewed through a different Political partisanship should | tracking, hazardous cargo cantent being aired on
alarming {Page 1, June 11). lens. Some States still have high not deter us from disclosure and real-time some television channels,

We face a ticking time
homb. At a time when
poverty, inequality and
unemployment levels have
gone up, there is a dire
need to arrest population
growth on a war footing,
Prabshu Raj B,

Bengalun

While concams over
owerpopulation have long

The projected peak of 170
crore in the next four
decades indicates a crucial
window for India to reap
the demographic dividend.
However, with declining
Fertility comes a future risk
of an aging population, a
shrinking workforea, and
grawing health-care
burdens. Let this
demagraphic shift be a

fertility rates while athers
are well below replacement,
creating uneven
demographic shifts. The key
is balanced population
management, ensuring
ecanomic, social and
environmental
sustainability and good
health for all.

Dr. 0. Prasada Rao,
Fyclerabiard

undertaking this survey.
This true picture should
enable the recalibration of
allocations and essential
SErVices.

M, Seidhara,

Mysuru

Cargo ship fire

The blaze on the MV, Wan
Hai 503 off the Kerala coast
is more than a mid-sea

aes

monitoring.

India needs a robust marine
emergency protocol and
international collaboration
far hazardous cargo ships
transiting in our waters. Let
this not drift into a routine
and post-crisis clean-up
oparation. Prevention must
sail ahead of reaction,
Gopalaswamy J.,

Chennai

on crimes. In the name of
presenting "dramatised
wversions of crime cases,
with a view to opening the
minds of viewers", more
harm may be being caused.
Sarah Abraham,

Pandla, Goa
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Human oversight key to safe use
of Al in healthcare, say experts

From foetal dating and high-risk-pregnancy guidance to virtual autopsies and clinical chatbots, Al tools are matching expert accuracy; vet their

esearchers at IIT-Madras and

the Translational Health

Srience and Technology

Institute in Faridabad are
developing an artificially intelligent (AT}
maodel to use ultrasonography pictures to
predict the age of a growing foetus, Called
Garbhini-GA2, the model was trained on
scans from about 3,500 pregnant women
who had visited the Gurugram Civil
Huospital im Haryana. Each scan labelled
different parts of the foetus, its size, and
its weight — measures that can be 'LIHL‘[l to
predict a foetus's age.

After the training, team members
tested it with (unlabelled) scans from
1,500 pregnant women who had visited
the same hospital and around 1,000
pregnant women whio had visited the
Christian Medical College Vellore. They
found Garbhini-GA2 erred on the age of
the foetus by only half a day. Thisis a
significant improvement over the most
common method today: using Hadlock’s
formula. Because the formula is based on
data from Caucasian populations, it has
been known to miss the age of the foetus
in India by up to seven days, acoording to
the IIT-Madras team.

The team now plans to test its model in
datasets from around India.

Promise with pitfalls

This is just a glimpse of how Al tools are
quietly reshaping Indian healthcare.
From foetal ultrasound dating and
high-risk-pregnancy guidance to viroual
awtopsies and clinical chatbots, they ane
matching expert accuracy while
accelerating workilows. Yet their promise
comes entwined with the systemic
challenges of data and automation bias,
privacy, and weak regulation, often
exacerbated by the sensitivities of the
healthcare sector itself.

Almost half of all pregnancies in Indian
women are high-risk pregnancdies (HRPs),
according to a 2023 study in the fowrnal of
Glodal Health, In HRPs, there is a high
chance of the mother and the newbomn
taking ill or dying. The conditions that
cause these outcomes include severe
anaemia, high blood pressure,
pre-eclampsia, and hypothyroidism. The
risks are higher for women with no
formal education, those from rural areas,
and those belonging to marginalised
social groups,

Experts say routine monitoring is the
best way to reduce maternal and perinatal
muﬂd]lt} in HRPs. In rural areas, this task
is often carried out by awxdliary
nurse-midwives (ANMs), female health
workers who are the first point of contact
between a pregnant woman and the
medical system. ANMs are trained by
medical professionals to recognise HRPs
and advise women on their options.

Mumbai-based NGO ARMMAN started
such a training programme in 2021 in
partnership with UNICEF and the
Governments of Telangana and Andhra
Pradesh. It has been training healtheare
professionals, inchuding ANMs, in
“end-to-end management of HRPs,”
ARMMAN's director of innovation Amrita
Mahale said.

The NGO trains ANMs to tral:k and
manage HRPs through ™
training and digital Iaarmm, Ms Mahale
said, adding that ANMs are » supported
through a WhatsApp helpline “for
doubt-solving and hand-holding as they
go through the learning content and
v it to real-life high-risk pregnancy

cases.

When in doubt, ANMs are encouraged
to reach out to their trainers with gqueries.
However, “the trainers themselves are
overwarked and do not abways prioritise
responding to ANM queries,” Ms. Mahale
said. So ARMMAN adopted an Al chatbot
earlier this year. It recognises both text
and voice ed queties from ANMs and
responds in the same medium with
clinically validated answers.

Medical professionals now “act as
humans-in-the-loop who step in when the
chatbot cannot answer a question, or if
the ANM is not satished with the chathot™s
se,” Ms. Mahale said. Currently
being tested with 100 ANMs, the chatbat
has received “04% positive feedback™
from its users, Mahale added. “A domain
expert has rated 9% of the answers o
date as accurate and satisfactory.”

But she also Hagged a problem: “The
current lot of speech [recognition] models
struggle with Indian languages, especially
regional variations and accents.”

This means that the chatbot might tail
to understand about 5% of the queries

omes entwined with the systemic challenges of automation bias and weak regulation, exacerbated by sensitivities of the sector itself

Tech breakthrough: A doctor reviews chest irays with a coal miner diagnosed with black lung disease in Kentucky, LS. FLe pHoTD

Amar Jvoti Patowary heads the
Department of Forensic Medicine at the
North Eastern Indira Gandhi Regional
Institute of Health and Medical Sciences,
He is one of India's few "virtual autopsy’
EXPETES,

Autopsies don't have a good public
reputation. When Dr. Patowary and his
team asked the relatives of 179 deceased
people who had undergone an autopsy at
the department, about 63% expressed
fears of the body being mutilated and
5 in conducting funeral rites. Similar
s have been reported from rural
Haryana, too.

In a virtual autopsy, or virtopsy, a body
is scanned with CT and MRI machines o
penerate detailed images of its internal
structures. Then a computer creates a 30
image of the body. Physicians feed this
image into convolutional neural networks
(CNNs) — deep-learning models adept at
extracting features from one set of images
and using them to dassify images in
others.

In 2023, researchers from Tohoku
University in Japan built a CNN that could
distinguish individuals who had died of
drowning from those who had died of
other causes using chest CT scans, The
model was BI% accurate “for cases in
which resuscitation was performed and
92% tor cases in which resuscitation was.
not attenpted,” the authors wrote in their
paper. In 2024, 5 scientists developed
a CHN that could say whether a person
had died of a cerebral haemorrhage based
om postmortem CT images.

‘While conventional autr
about 2.5 hours to complets
can be finished in about half an hour, Mr.
Patowary said.

In conventional autopsies, onoe the
body has been dissected, a second
dissection may be required if the first one
has been inconclusive. This is harder. But
allow as many dissections as
since the scans can be used to
reconstruct the body multiple times.

‘What virtopsies might miss, however,
are "small injuries in the soft tissue” and
changes in the colour of tissues and
organs and how the body and its fluids
smell, which might indicate how a person
died, Mr. Patowary cautioned. Yet he also
expressed confidence that by combining a
virtopsy with a “verbal autopsy™

In 2009 a digital healthcare
company experimented with an
Al bot that could chat with a
patient and present them to a
doctor. Nine of the 15 doctors
who tested this said it was helpful

detail nd a visual examination of the
body and its cavities, these challenges can
be overcome.

Privacy concerns

These cases indicate that the best use of
Al'might be as a healthcare prof onal’s
assistant. In 2009, MediBuddy, a digital
healthcare company that provides online
doctor consultations and other services,
experimented with an A bot that could
chat with a patient, extract clinically
relevant details from the conversation,
and compile and present them to a doctor
along with suggested disgnoses. Nine of
the 15 doctors who tested this app said it
was helpful while the rest remained
“sceptical”, said Krishna Chaitanya
Chavati, MediBuddy's head of data
science.

He flagged data privacy as a key
ooncern. In India, digital personal
information, incleding an individuals
health information, is governed by the
Information Technology Act 2000 and
the Digital Personal Data Protection Act
2023, Neither Act specifically mentions Al
technologies although lawyers suggest the
latter could apply to Al tools. Even then,
the "DPDT Act lacks clarity on Al-driven
decision-making and accountability,”
lawnyers wrote in a May 2025 review.

To allay these concerns, Mr. Chavati
said strong data security protocols are
necessary. At MediBuddy, the team has
deployw L‘d a few, two of which are a
personal identifiable information masking
engine and rode-based access. A masking
engine is a programme that identifies and
hides all personal information from
specific algorithms, preventing
unauthorised users from tracing the data
o & single individual. Rode-based access
ensures no one individual within the
company is able to access all of an
individual’s data, only the parts relevant
o lhﬂr work.

Digital Information Securi m Healthcare
Eill, said "automation bia also
another cause for concern. Ms. Raiis
currently the deputy coordinator of the
Centre for Health Equity, Law & Policy in
Pune.

Automation bias is “the tendency to
owverly trust and follow the supges
made by an automated system,
suggestions are incorrect,” Ms. Rai said.

This happens when the “human in the
loop", such as a doctor, banks too much
omn the judgement of an Al-powered app
“rather than their own clinical
judgement™.

In 2023, researchers from Germany
and Netherlands asked radiologists with
difterent degrees of experience to
evaluate mammograms (X n of
breasts) and assign them a BI-RADS score.
BI-RADS is a standardised metric
radiologists use to report the malignancy
of cancerous tissue observed in
MAMIMOZrams.

The radiologists were told that an AL
mode] would also parse the mammaogram
and assign a BI-RADS score. In truth the
researchers had no such model; they
arbitrarily and secretly assigned a score to
SOIME MAMmIMogErams.

The researchers found that when the
‘Al model’ reported an incorrect score,
the radiobogists’ own accuracy fell
drastically. Even those with more than a
decade of experience reported the
correct BI-RADS scores in only 45.5% of
such cases.

The researchers reported being
surprised that “even highly experienced
radiologists were adversely impacted by
duments,” the study's
i in 3027

ssess Al tools being developed for and
used in healtheare”,

India's rapid adoption of medical AT
has illuminated a path to cheaper, faster,
more equitable care. But algorithms
inherit human fallibility while also further
obfuscating it. If technology is to augment
and not supplant ethical medicine,
medical Al will need robust data
governance, clinician training, and
enforceable acoountability.

(Sapantan Datta is a faculty member at

i
The UAE endured Its hettest April
on fecord this year. AILE FROTD

Soaring heat:

In UAE, Indian
expats longing
for monsoon
find rain

Agence France-Presse

After Muhammed Sajjad moved from
India to the United Arab Emirates a
decade ago, he missed his native Kerala's
som, 50 he embarked on an
nding rain in the desert.

Using satellite imagery, weather data
and other high-tech tools, the amateur
meteorologist tracks potential raintall
spots across the desert country and, along
with other Indians nostalgic for the
monsoon seasomn, chases the douds in
search of rain.

"When | came to UAE in 2015, in
Aupust, it ... was peak monsoon time"” in
Kerala, the 35year-old estate agent said,
adding that he had struggled to adjust to
the change of climate.
ried to search about rainy
s in the UAE and [ came to know
that there is rain happening during peak
summer,” he said. “1 started to explore
the possibility to chase the rain, enjoy the
rain.”

Eachweek, he forecasts when and

UAE Iias an average yearly
rainfall of just 50 to WD) mm

where rain might fall and posts a
suggested rendexvous to the 130,000
followers of his “UAE Weatherman” page
on Instagram.

He regularly posts footage of his rain
expeditions out into the desert, hoping to
bring together “all rain bovers who miss
rain”.

Last weekend, he headed out into the
desert from Sharjah at the head of a
comvoy of about 100 vehicles,

Mothing is certain. The rain “may
happen, it may not happen, d said.
But when it does, “it is an amazing
moment”.

After driving in the desert for hours,
the group arrived at the designated spot
just as a downpour started. The rain
lovers leapt out of their vehicles, their
faces beaming as the rain droplets
streamed down their cheeks in a rare
reminder of home.

Most UAE residents are foreigners,
among them some 3.5 million Indizns
who make up the Gulf country's largest
expatriate community.

Despite the use of advanced
cloud-seeding technology, the UAE has an
average yearly rainfall of just 50 to 100
mum. Most of it falls during short but
intense winter storms.

“While long-term avers Temain low,
the frequency and intensity of extreme
weather events has been increasing and is
duwe to global warming,” said Diana
Francis, a climate scientist who teaches at
Khalifa University in Abu Dhabi.

In the summer, the country often gets
less than 5 mm of rain, she said, usually
falling away from the coastal areas where
muost of the population lives,
rain-seekers must drive deep into the
desert interior to have a chance of
SUCCESE,

The UAE endured its hottest April on
record this year. By contrast, April last
year saw the UAE's heaviest rains in 75
years, which saw 258.5 mm of rainfall ina
single day.

Four people died and the commercial
hub of Dubai was paralysed for several
days. Scientists of the World Weather
Antribution network said the intense rains
were “most likely” exacerbated by global
WATTITE.
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Number of fighter jets

Uttarakhand villages

The increase in Sri

affected by diarrhoea

to cybercrimes taken

to be exported by

outbreak in Jajpur

The death tall in the
250 diarrheea outbreak in

Odizha's Jajpur district
rose to twa, with officials cenfirming the
death of anather persan. Official reports
said the disease was first reported from the
Dharmasala area. Out of the affected

persons, 40-50 have recovered. m

down in Singapore

Turkey to Indonesia

to be revitalised under

Lanka’s power tariff

Singapare has

1,000

9 o than &
theusand intermet protocols (or IPS]
believed to be linked to cybencrimes,
Officers from the Cybercrime Command
warked with the Cyber Security Agency of
Singapore to take them down. s

Turkey's defence sector,
including the famous

for a significant share of the country's
export revenues, The contract, valued at
410 billian, includes the production and
delivery of the Kaan fighter jets to
Indonesia over a 10-year period. are

Bayraktar dranes, accounts

Vibrant Village 2.0

These villages are located in
i development blocks

Uttarakhand including Charmpavat,
Pitharagarh and Udham Singh Nagar,
Additienal Secretary and Nodal Officer for
the Vibrant Village programme in the State,
Anuradha Pal sald. en

15

electricity

spread over three districts of

ahead of IMF

In per cent. Sri Lankan
authorities on Wednesday
approved a 150 increase in
tariffs, effective fram Thursday,

alming to address the financial challenges
faced by the state-run Ceylon Electricity
Board (CEB). mm

COMPILED BY THE HIKDU DATA TEAM

What have the Bihar caste survey and Telangana’s 2025 caste survey revealed? How

Follow us 0 facebook.com,/thehindu 0 twitter.com,/the_hindu G} instagram.com,the_hindu

A different approach to the caste census

Would a caste census deepen social divide and undermine national unity? What about democratic accountability?

EXPLAINER

Sony Kunjappan
Amal Chandra

The story so far:

he Cabinet Committee on
Political Affairs, chaired by
Prime Minister Modi, has

decided to conduct caste
enumeration in the upcoming Census. As
per Article 246 of the Constitution, the
Census is a Union subject lsted in the 7th
schedule. The caste census must be
viewed beyond binaries of “for ar
apgainst” to envision a more
transformative idea — as a foundational
tool for what might be called a social

approach o g

What were the findings from
State-level caste censuses?

The Bihar caste survey (2023) found that
Other Backward Classes (OBCs) and

Are there global precedents?

Critics argue that a caste census deepens
social divides and undermines national
unity. However, the reality is that caste
endures not because it is counted, but
because it shapes how opportunity, and
wealth are distributed. lgnoring caste
does not erase it. It merely ohscures
structural inequality behind ignorance. &
caste census does not create casteism; it
reveals it. Other democracies don’t shy
away from identity-based data, The US.
collects race and ethnicity data every 10
years and uses it for civil rights
enforcement. South Africa and Brazil do
the same by tracking race and language
categories. If these nations can use such
data to address inequity, so must India,
home to the most enduring and
hierarchical caste system in the world.

‘What about transparency?

The value of a caste census extends
beyond policymaking. It is also a vital
instrument of demaocratic accountability.

social management approach different from top-donrwelfare models?

THE GIST

-

A social management
appraach tarts with data,
argets need-based
interventions, and treats caste
a5 & devel opmental varable
rathes than a stlgma.

-

Top-down welfare models in
India have faled to adequately
atddress layered inequities of
caste, gender, and elass.

-

Critics argue that a caste
censws deepens social divides
and undenmings national unity.
However, the reality is that
caste endures not becalse it is
counted, but becase it shapes
hiow opportunity, and wealth

Economically Backvard Classes (EBCs) Tisageregter dats erbles civll society, ™ Serioued
together make up over 63% of the the media, and citizens to know whether
population, with EBCs alone at 36.01%. public resources are being equitably
Scheduled Castes (SC) account for 19.65%, | Impertant numbers: An enumerator collects informatian for the caste census in Bihar in 2023 P11 shared. A publicly accessible caste census
and Scheduled Tribes (SC) for LG68%. The would empower dtizens to demand
general catepory comprises only 15.52%. the absence of relishle data. India hasn't becomes a lens to understand inequity transparency. It could expose intra-caste
Additionally, over 34% of Bihar's families conducted a full caste census since 1931. structurally, rather than as isolated cases. | inequalities and where welfare benefits
live on less than 200 per day, with nearly | The 2011 Socio-Economic and Caste Tamil Nadu offers a model, using data are monopolised by elite sub-groups,
44% of 5C households below that line. Census (SECC) was marred by data froom the Backward Classes Commission leaving the truly disadvantaged behind.
In Telangana's 2025 survey, Backward inconsistencies and its findings were to adjust policies on reservations, Ultimately, the caste census is not
Classes (BCs) constituted 56.33% of the swithheld. Without up-to-date caste data, scholarships, and governance. about counting caste. It is about
population, with BC Muslims forming a affirmative action and development Karnataka's caste survey is being used to Tecognising injustice and correcting it.
substantial 10.08%. These numbers reveal | policies remain speculative. recalibrate reservation policies in Thus, a caste census rooted in social
a stark reality: India's marginalised education and jobs. management would be linked to a wider
communities form the majority but are What is a social management A national caste census would enable agenda of social emancipation. This
significantly underrepresented in approach? such models at scale. It could inform includes constitutional literacy, land
education, empl nt, and governance. | Top-down welfare models in India have disaggregated budgeting, where funds are | rights, housing, labour protections, am:l
Data shared by the Union Minister of I:«uled to adequately address layered allocated, not just based on geography or | justice for Dalit, Bahujan, and Adivasi
State for Education in Parli; reveals ities of caste, gender, and class. A income but on castehased gaps in women who face intersectional
that only 4% of professors and 6% of social management approach does the healtheare, infrastructure, and education. | exploitation. A caste census done right
associate professors in 45 Central oppaosite: it starts with data, targets It could enable diversity audits in could offer India a data-driven democratic
Universities are OBCs, while 85% are from | need-based interventions, and treats caste | institutions, showing who occupies power | transformation.
the general category. This imbalance as a developmental variable rather thana | and who doesn't. Prof. Sony Kunjappan is the Head,
exists despite the Central Educational stigma. If we know who needs what, and It could also track how schemes like Department of Studies in Social
Institutions (Reservation in Teachers’ how need is shaped by historical PM Awas Yojana or Skill India are Management, Central University of
Cadre) Act, 2019, disadvantage, we can design policies with | reaching caste groups, ensuring that the Gujarat. Amal Chandra is an author, policy
Yet, the policy response is hindered by | greater equity and efficiency. Caste data most marginalised aren't left out. analyst, and columnist
citizenship — was incompatible with the e
Why was Malta’s ‘golden e
These are sincere cooperation, fairness
and non-discrimination — codified in b

passports’ scheme scrapped?

Does the ‘citizenship by investment” sc

me commodify EU citizenship?

Garimella Subramaniam

The story so far:
n late April, the European Court of
Justice (EC]) strisck dewn Malta's
“golden passports’ scheme — a 2020
scheme which authorises the
naturalisation of foreigners in the
country, and consequently the European
Union, in return for hefty financial
investments in the country. Brussels had
launched infringement proceedings
against Malta, as it persisted with its oam
scheme, blocking access only to Russians
and Belarusians consequent tor Russia's
war against Ukraine.

What are CBIs and RBIs?

Citizenship by investment (CBI), known as
pgolden passports, and residency by
investment (RBI), or golden visas, enable
third country nationals to live and work in
host countries in exchange for financial

i The Parli

i »

and the Commission have called for both
forms of mobility to be abolished in view
of the inherent risks to security, such as
money laundering, organised crime, tax
evasion and corruption. Between 2013
and 2019, about 1,32,000 persons had
obtained entry into the EU through CED
and RBI schemes, generating financial
inflovws of over €20 billion, as per a 2002
European Parliament Research Service
report. The risks from CBI and RBI have
been highlighted by the Organisation for
Economic Cooperation and Development
and the Financial Action Task Force.
Principal among the beneficiaries of such
migration are nationals from China,
Russia and West Asia.

Why is the EU against the scheme?
Within the 27-member bloc, the
acquisition or loss of nationality falls
saithin the exclusive jurisdiction of each
country. That said, the historic 1992
Maastricht Treaty inaugurated common

EU citizenship. That is to say, nationals of
an EU state are simultaneously common
EU citizens. Therefore, the matter of the
grant or rejection of nationality must
acoord with EL law.

The European Commission contended
that the attractiveness of Malta's CBI
scheme did not lie in the acquisition of
Maltese nationality per se, but instead in
the rights that accrue from the
complementary EU citizenship. The
implicit assumption here being the
unique appeal of the absence of internal
frontiers, the right to free movement and
work across the bloc, the right to vote and
to be elected in local as well as European
parliament elections. The Commission
President Ursula won der Leyen made a
pointed reference to golden passports in
the 2020 State of the Union address,
declaring that “European values are not
for sale” Brussels further argued that the
grant of nationality in return for
investments — a commaodification of

Article 4(3) of the 1992 Maastricht Treaty
and under Article 20 of the 2009 Treaty

on the Functioning of the ELL

‘What did the ECJ verdict state?
Upholding the Commission's claims, the
court reasoned that the pillars of
European citizenship are d fent on

Citizenship by investment
(CBI), known as golden
passparts, and residency by
Investment [RE4), or golden
wisas, enable third country
nationals to live and work in
hiost countries in exchange for
financial s,

mutual trust among member states and
mutual respect for national decisions. The
bond of nationality of a given state is
underpinned by a “relationship of
solidarity, good faith and the reciprocity
of rights and duties between the state and
citizens,” the court added. These
principles are infringed upon once
citizenship is sought to be granted as a
commercial transaction in exchange for
an investment. The 2020 Maltese scheme
is tantamount to the commercialisation of
the grant of nationality of a particular
state, and by extension, of the entire bloc.
This is incompatible with EU treaties.

‘What next?
In theory, Malta could exercise its
authority to confer nationality to those
whao availed the CEI scheme, minus union
citizenship. This would risk diminishing
its appeal as a destination state.

The writer is Director, Strategic
Initiatives, Agnoshin Technologies.

-

The European Commisaion
contended that the
attractiveness of Malta's CBI
scheme did nat lie in the
acquisition of Maltese
nationality per se, but instead
i the rights that accrue fram
the complementary EU
citizenship,

-

The court reasoned that the
pillars of Evropean citizenchip
are deperdent on mutu al trust
among member states and
rmutual respect for national
decisions.
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Film Festivals and the 3C Mantra: Creativity, Culture, Commerce

In an era marked by technological acceleration and cultural fluidity, film festivals serve as vital spaces of connection and creation. They are where
artistic vision finds commercial grounding and where the business of cinema becomes inseparable from the soul of storytelling.

he 3C's mantra that defines the film fes-

tival ecosystem — Creativity, Culture,

and Commerce — has become the cor-
nerstone of a global clnematic renals-

sance, Today, film festivals are not just glamorous
red-carpet affales or celebrity-driven events; they
are transformative platforms unlocking new
:]ppm tunities for content creation, cross-cultur-
collaboration, global networking, strategle
partnerships, and narrative innovatlon, In short,
they are the modern-day crucibles where story-
telling meets strategy.

From Cannes to Herlin, Venlce to . Locarno
to Sundance, fllm festivals have evolved
Into sophisticated arenas that redefine cinemat-
ic expression,

They are reshaping the cellulold experience
through experiential storytelling, sustainable
creative roadmaps, and tech-enabled narratives
that resenate across boundaries, Thelr evolution
reflects a collective aspiration to relmagine the
medium, not just In how films are made, but in
how they are shared, discussed, and remembered,

The world’s most celebrated film festivals have
retained their traditional flavour while coura-
peously stepping into new tereltory.

The Cannes Film Festival, for Instance, remalns
a symbol of glamour, yet now actively promotes
ecologleal awareness and Inclusivity theough

rograms ke the “Cinema for the Climate” sec-
tiom, Similarly, the Venice Blennale embraces
Innovation through its Virtual Reality sectlon,
while TIFF {Toronto International Film Featival)
has become known for elevating soclal-issue fllms
Into the awards circult, These examples highlight
how the 3C% are no longer abstract ideals; they
are tanglble, operational principles shaplng pro-

ramming and policy,

! The u}fﬂmd I?)h_lm’:‘llue is
clear: visualise the future
of cinema through the lens of
commerclal viability,
cutting-edge technology,
and artistic innovation,
And festivals, In balancing
these objectives, are
becoming incubators of
excellence, where ideas
are born, refined, and
launched into the world,

Film markets are an
Integral part of this new
cinematic landscape,
Events such as Marché du
Film at Cannes and Film
Bazaar at IFFI serve as value-creation platforms
where creativity meets investiment. These markets
offer a single — window ecosystem for distribu-
tors, producers, and emerging talent to
forge deals, secure financling, and explore global
collaborations,

You could feel this unfolding in real-time at
Cannes 2025, The atmosphere wasn't just about

remieres; it was about presence, about ideas
anding with impact.

Misslon lmpossible: The Final Reckoning
opened to packed houses, but it wasn't just a fran-
«<hise flex anymore, There was something more
grounded beneath the actlon, a sense of purpose,
and the co-production buzz around it was loud,
Amerlcan spectacle meeting European strategy.
And then there was Homebound, that small,
aching film about displacement and the Idea of
home, which lefi people silent after the credits.
Tt was the kind of film that didn't shout but stayed.

Meanwhile, the Marché du Film pulsed like its
own beating heart, Pavilions were fuller; deals
more layered, Conversations spanned multilingual
co-productlons, Al-led storyboarding, and even
ellimate-consclous fllmmaking,

It wasn't transactional; it was transformative.
Countries like Indla, South Korea, and Nigeria
idin't just showease films; they shawed up with
vision, and with intent. Cannes 2025 made one

THE CANNES FILM FESTIVAL, FOR
INSTANCE, REMAINS A SYMBOL OF
GLAMOUR, YET NOW ACTIVELY
PROMOTES ECOLOGICAL
AWARENESS AND INGLUSIVITY
THROUGH PROGRAMS LIKE THE
“CINEMA FOR THE CLIMATE"
SECTION. SIMILARLY, THE VENICE
BIENNALE EMBRACES INNOVATION
THROUGH ITS VIRTUAL REALITY
SECTION

thing abundantly clear: creativity doesn't get dilut-
ed by commerce, it grows because of It. And cul-
ture? Culture was the thread running theough it
all, holding it together, making it matter,
Today’s commerclal landscape at festivals s
populated by accredited agents, pavilions,
exhibltors, and stakeholders who are not just
selling films; they're shaping the business of sto-
rytelling, Co-production deals, project financing,
distriby and [P p hips a
negotiated in these spaces, affirming the finan-
clal architecture of the festival ecosystem,
Naotably, the commerclal value of festivals is no
longer transactional but transformational, They're
redefining how cinema ks monetised and how sto-
ries are posltioned globally. In the age of OFTT, film
feativals have also become spaces for digital con-
tent negotiatlons, IP marketing, and branded sto-
rytelling ventures. Each global festival has carved
a distinct identity. While Cannes stands for glam-
our and autewr prestige, Berlinale champions
Pohu.'_al clnema, and Locarno theives on exper-
hese brands have emerged from con-
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shstent visual language, storytelling themes, fash-
lon statements, and strategle stakeholder engage-
ment,

In this ecosystem, branding s not just about
logos or campaigns; its about shaping a cinemat-
ic culture, It's the deliberate interplay of Creativity,
Culture, Content, and Consistency, the 4Cs of fes-
tival branding. The bugz, the arc lights, the curat-
ed installations, and even the archltectural design
of venues contribute to the festival’s emotional and
cultural memaory.

Indias growing role in the global clnematic dis-
course is exemplified by the Bharat Pavilion at
Cannes, designed by the National Institute of
Diesign, Ahmedabad,

Titled The Sutradhara, or storyteller, it reflects
India's fuslon of tradition and innovation. With
its 2024 theme, Create in India, the Pavilion
spotlighted Indias vibrant cinematic heritage,
technological readiness, and openness to global
partnerships, More than just a national represen-
tation, the Bharat Pavilion has become a diplo-
matic and cultural bridge; connecting Indias sto-
rytellers with producers, buyers, critics, and
pollcymakers from across the world. It's a space
where artistey meets policy, and where culture ls
leveraged for creative diplomacy.

The Bharat Parv, an lntegral part of the
Pavillon experience, adds a further dimension to
celebrating Indian cuisine, music, craftsmanship,
and diversity. This new format of global story-
telling mirrors the idea of Vasudhalva
Kotumbakam: the world as one family, And
importantly, it sends a clear message: Indla ls not
just a content provider, its a creative force and
co-production hub.

Film festivals today functlon as living ecosys-
tems, nurturkng volces, encouraging risk-taking,
and building transnatlonal communities. Thelr
role In shaping public perception, fostering
policy discourse, and enabling commercial
success s more relevant than ever,

Whether 1t was Cannes’ “Claema for the
Climate.” Venlces Virtual Reality section, or IFFIs
mainstream-indle convergence, the new festival
chreudt is breaking boundaries with purpose. Its
showcasing new cinematic languages, driven by
talent, diversity, and diﬁuml disruption. As the film
festival landscape continues to evolve, the 305 —
Creatlvity, Culture, and Commerce — remain the
Naorth Star,

With countries like India building immersive,
multi-stakeholder pavillons and enabling co-
creatlon through policy and soft power, the
red carpet Is no lenger just about glit; it's about
vislon, value, volee, and who gets to tell the next
global story,

(The writer is foemer Civil Serant, writes on Cinema asd
Strnie gic Comemunication. Views are personal Ispets provided
Iy Zoya Abmmad and Vakshnavie Seinhsan)

RBI shields India from global
turbulence, spur domestic growth

nan assertive polley plvot almed at shielding the
ndian economy from both internal slowdown

and external headwinds, the Reserve Bank of
India (RBI) repo and Cash Reserve Ratio (CRE) cut
decislons reflect an urgency to fortify domestic
demand and build monetary buffers ahead of
any external shocks,

The repo rate was cut by 50 basis points to 5.40
per cent and slashing the CRR by 100 basks points,
releasing a substantlal T2,5 lakh crore in systemic
Liquidity: This move goes far beyond textbook mon-
etary easing — it's a caloulated shift toward growth
Insulation, driven in part by global trade \-nhllllti,'.
slowing capital flows, and protectionist rhetorlc
resupging from the West, especlally from the
United States, The REI is shifting its dependence
on forelgn portfolios to domestic investment.

The KEIs sweeping rate and CRR cuts are not just
a response to slowing growth — they are a strate-
gle counter to global turbulence, As trade dynam-
bes harden and election rhetoric in the US, s
muore inward — looking, Indla is sending a cear sig-
nal: we'll build our growth engines at home, and
we wor't walt for the world 1o stabilise.

Banks and non-banking finance compa-
nles (NBFCs) are now better placed 1o grow
loan books desplte ghobal capiial wncertain-
ty. The 225 lakh crore liquidity injectlon,
theough CRR cut, ks a steategle play to
strengthen domestic credit capacity, in case
forelgn Investment inflows taper due 1o LS.~
centric policy shifts In a world petentiall
heading toward deglobalisation 2.0, the RE|
s quietly laying the foundations for an India
that is credit — rich, dermand-driven, and
less vulmerable to foredgn tantrums,

This Is crucial for raising industrial pro-
duction. In April 2025, 1P slowed o 2.7 per
cent against 3 per cent growth in March and 5.2 per
Emilmpﬂ] 2024, 'I'I\E growth was primarily Er‘:
wven by a 34 per cent rise in the manufacturing sec-
tor, The core sector, which comprises elght key
Industeles, grew by 0.5 per cent In April 2025,
according to the National Statistics Office.

While headline inflation has rematned within the
RETs comfort band of around 4 per cent, the luek-
Ing risk of imported inflation — rises to 31,1 per
cent in February 2025 from 131 per cent in June
2024 — stemming from global prices, shipping costs,
geopalitical instability, and currency value decline,
continues to be a concern, The RBIappears to have
wekghed these risks but Is now betting on econom-
ke expansion as the bigger lmperative, especially as
[;.«l\-n(em\-nslmnm and consumer demand remaln
helow pre-pandemic trajectorles.

Flnanclal markets diatel ded to the

The value of currency n cleculation was around
2165 lakh crore in November 2016, It has rlsen to
T38.35 lakh crore on May 30, 2025, up from T34.70
lakh crore on September 6, 2024, rising 0.2 per cent
a week or 7.4 per cent n a year.

The overall reserve money (RM) rose

by (14 per cent on the week, 1o T49.62

lakh crore. The RM, the physical
cash held by the public, indluding
banknotes and coins as well as the
CRR and other banks' deposits with
RBI play a cruclal vode n regulating
the money supply and influencing
economic activity., It's the starting
poiat for the money creation
process, where banks can create
more money through lending, A
more aggressive Trump-driven
trade stance, if it materialises, could
rakse the cost of imports and dent
export competitiveness — just as
India s (r}'hiﬂ to recover its Industrial mojo, India
Is hurrylng through deals for more bmports from
the US, including shale oll adding to further costs,

The rate cut is also likely to spur affordable hous-
Lreg wptake, shielding the sector from any fallout In
foreign lovestment or imported material cost
spikes, Stocks such as Godre) Properties, DLF, and
Kolte-Patll Developers surged after the paolicy,
buoyed by hopes of a demand revival and better lbg-
ubdity for developers.

Stocks like HDFC Bank and Bajaj Finserv
Jumped, reflecting optimism around :i(mng:'r
credit demand and a proactive central bank. The
Mifty Financial Services index rose neardy 2 per cent,
reflecting Investor bellef that Indias financial
ecosystem will now be less dependent on forelgn
portiolio flows and more driven by internal credit

REIS policy announcement wul\'qm:num. Sectors
such as real estate, banking, automoblles, and finan-
clal services rallied. This ks preceded by a severe fall
In the stock markets all through May and before,
causing severe bosses,

Iported inflation occurs when the cost of
Imported goods and services rises, I.endm§ to high-
er domestic prices as courrency weakens. Gold and
major components of Indias lmports, slgnificant-
ly contribute to this inflatlon, Higher import costs

raise production expenses for companles causing
overall price increases,

While consumer price inflation remains under
contrel, the risk of imported inflation is rlsing, A
Trump-siyle economic strategy could mean high-
er tarlifs on Chinese goods, pushing up global com-
maodity prices, For India, this could transkate 1o cost-
lier imports of electronics, machinery, and chem-
icals, feeding into cose inflatbon, The RBI seems to

P pively o g this by latiiig,
rowth now before such inflationary pressures creep
i Tn many ways, the REI s boercwing a page from
Trump's manual- act boldly, defend your domestic
econgmy, and expect volatiliy,

Risireg imported Inflation could lead 1o a depre-
clation of the rupee, which would further exacer-
bate Inflationary pressures, The RBI might need to
intervene in the currency markets to manage volatil-
ity Certain sectors, such as those reliant on lmport-
ed raw materlals, might Face increased costs due to
higher imported inflation. This could impact their
profitability and pricing power. This could flare up
prices of imported raw materials or goods hiking
conls leading to higher prices for goods and services,
Tt cowldd Impeact economic growth If consumers and
businesses reduce spending bn response to higher
prices, The RBI% sweeping rate and reserve ratio cuts
are not just & response 1o slowing growth — they
are a strategle counter 1o global irbulence, As trade
dymamics harden and election rhetoric in the US
turns more inward-looking, India is sending a clear
skgnal: we'll build cur growth engines at home, and
we won't walt for the woeld to stabilise.

India ks not bmmune to global shocks, but this
move ensures it sntt caught unprepared, Overall, the
RBI's rate cut declsion s simed at supporting growih,
bat a fcant rise in inmported inflation could alter
the policy landscape and require adjustments 1o
ensure price stability. Still, the new policy if done
properly could ensure Growth First, Global Nolse
Lt

The witer is o senor josmaist
Views axpressed ase personal)

From Myth to Mission: The Untold
Story of India’s Women Warriors

raditlonally, aceoss clvilisations, women
I have not played a direct role in wars and bat-
tles, In early socletles, the preservation and
safety of women were seen as vital to the survival
and continuity of communities, Yet history offers
many powerful exceptions — women who defied
convention and proved themselves as exception-
al warrlors.

Take, for Instance, the Amazons, the leg-
endary tribe of female warriors in Greek m}'thﬁ-
ogy. celebrated for thelr archery, riding skills, and
battlefleld acumen, Closer o home, the Rigveda
mentions Vishpala, a warrlor who returned to
combat with a prosthetic leg after losing her limb
In battle — & testament to resilience and courage,
Indian tradition reveres Shaktl, embodied as Maa
Drurga, the warelor F,dd rmed with weapons
and mounted on a llon — symbaolising feminine
stremgth in its most powerful form,

I more recent centurles, figures like Mai Bhago
Kawr and Rani Durgavatl stood against the
Mughal armies, while Ranl Lakshmibal of
Jhansi and Kittur Chennamma fought
vallantly against British colonial rule,
These women were not mere outliers
— they were trailblazers whose legacles
continue to inspire.

The participation of Indlan women
b the military began formally with
their induction inte nursing services
under the British Indian Army.
Thousands served with distinction
during the World Wars. After indepen-
dence, women were granted regular
commisalons in the Armed Forces
Medical Corps in 1958, Since then,
mare avenues have gradually epened.
In 1992, women were inducted into
various non-medical branches of the Indian
Army under the Short Service Commission, By
2008, they were eligible for permanent commis-
slon in the Legal and Education Cor)
20240, this oppertunity was extended to elght more
branches. (l;\'nr (I\ef t decade, under the lead-
ership of Prime Minister Narendra Modi, there
has been a consclous and concerted effort to pro-
mote the inclusion of women In the armed forces,
lconle milestones — such as Captain Tanla
Shergill leading an all — male contingent at the
2020 Republic Dray Parade, or Lieutenant Colonel
Sophia r)umihl heading an all-male contingent
Ina multinational exercise — have Inspired a new
generation of young women to envislon careers
in uniferm, The opening of the National Defence
Academy to women marked a significant mile-
stone.

As of July 2023, there are close to 4,000 women
officers in the Indian Armed Forces, Including the
medical corps, the number rises to around 5800,
Additlonally, there are approximately 1,000
women in other ranks and 4,600 female nursing

PRIYAL
BHARDWAI

staff, These figures are steadily increasing as poli-
cles evolve to encourage wider participation.

Imsportantly, there is now no distinctlon in the
deployment and working conditions of male and
female officers, Assignments are based on oper-
ational requirements, and employment rules are
gender-neutral, ensuring equal opportunities for
Both men and women,

Modern warfare s increasingly technology-dri-
ven, and women have emerged as critical assets
in domains like communications, cyber warfare,
and intelligence. Women sclentlsts and engineers
are making vital contributions to defence technol-
ogy and innovation — creating new systems, refin-
ing operations, and boostlng Indias defence pre-
paredness. They serve as role models, inspiring
younger generations, and challenging traditlon-
al stereotypes.

Earlier, we were inspired by ploneers like D,
Tessy Thomas, who led Indla’s missile develop-
ment programs. Today, we draw inspiration

from the women who played pivotal roles
in Operation Sindoor — a misston that
not enly avenged the lives Lost in a ter-
ror attack but also marked a milestone
In gender-Inclusive defence operations,
From visible faces like Win,
Commander Singh and Colonel
Qureshi to the many unsung women
whe formed the backbone of the
Integrated Alr Command and Control
Systern (LAC their contributlons
were critle ‘he [AC s an
advanced command and control sys-
tem that integrates real-time data
from various alr defence assets to
detect, identify, intercept, and neu-
tralise hostile threats. It is estimated
that women constifuted 25-30 per cent of the
ACCE ream involved ln Operation Sindeor, The
missions success, In many ways, was a slsterly
salute to those who had lost their husbands in the
line of duty,

The story of India’s women In defence — be it
at DRDO, ISRO, or in operational command —
remalng one of the most compelling yet under-
todd narratives of our times. It ks heartening to wit-
ness women rightfully eccupying critical positions
im service to the nation,

Their mcmmngé)maunm In leadership roles ls
mot just a matter of representation; it is a strate-
gic imperative, With a Government committed to
thelr empowerment, thelr role is only set to grow,
As India embraces Inclusive strength, we move
closer to realising our full national potential —
powered equally by the resolve of our daughters,

{(The wiler suns Sangini Saiell, # nes- prefil organisation

Secretary of the BIP Wamen's Wing in Delhi.
Wiews expressed ase personal)



