14|

gmxlns%au Times

ESTABLISHED IN 1924

Badly needing
an infra upgrade

Mumbai's transport network has failed to
keep pace with the city's geographical
expansion and dispersion of its population

ne hundred and seventy-two years after Great

Indian Peninsula Railways ran Bombay’s first

suburban train between Bori Bunder and

Thane, the city's rail network continues to be
its lifeline. But Monday's accident at Mumbra in which
four people lost their lives is a stark reminder of how
hazardous the daily commute is for millions of
Mumbaikars,

Trains that are meant to carry 2,500 passengers
routinely carry twice that number, making the crush
load on Mumbai's suburban network among the
densest in the world. The 1,810 daily train services on
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OPINION

Engineering humanity
& where to draw a line

New research is offering
a pathway to genetic
optimisation, allowing
parents to select not only
healthier babies but also
the human features they
want. India must take
the lead in research and
set much-needed ethical
benchmarks.

he future of human

genetic

Orchid's services are rapidly becom-
Ing more nﬂnfdlhle. pnlnung m l

so-called superhumans. Without
International standards and ethical
ambition In

fi
become a standard step In nmll'y
planning for both the middle and
upper class. Meanwhile, Colnbase
CEO Brian Anmuong known fu
backing radical bl

one country can risks for all
ol“‘umuni -

India mun pay close attentlon, It
has already misused reproductive

-nnonnud plans to launch a US
company that would go beyond
selection Into embryo editing.
Thanks to recent advances in base
editing, It Is now possible to
alter individual DNA letters
with high precision rewrit-
ing, rather than merely
reading the code of life.
The

design Is accelerating

I’allel than most people

driven not by

m tional debates or Inter-

national accords, but by software
startups, biotech investors, and quiet
in fertility clinles.

the central railway on which the accident h
carry lour mllllon passengers annually, exdudtng the
daily igers. The city’s eye-
watering property prices and lopsided redevelopment
have pushed most of its middle class away from the
island city to its peripheries. Suburbs such as
Badlapur, Titwala, Diva, Kalyan, and Karjat are
bursting at the seams because they offer affordable
housing, However, they continue to be poorly
connected. The BEST bus services do not extend to
these neighbourhoods, nor are there any arterial
highways that can facilitate smooth road travel. The
metro rail pm}ectshnvaye(mmchthese
rb The Devend 2
has embarked on a massive Inrra de in

nment

Nuclmn Genomics recently unvelled
screenin,
plnlnrm lmmm:wm pn‘
ents to assess up to 20 embryos for
more than 900 conditions and tralts.
These include not only polygenic risk
scores for diseases such as cancer

race
toward Clustered Regularly
Interspaced Short Palin-
dromic Repeats (CRISPR)
babi in — and this
Is something 1 have long
been both excited and terrified
about. In a 2017 Washington Past art-
che, | asked: “Human editing has just
become possible. Are we ready for
the consequences?” | warned that
CRISPR had made embryo editing
technically feasible, but that soclety
wasn't prepared for the moral fall-
mllmedwzwummllrmnpw

Vivek
Wadhwa

meant for foetal health monitoring
were widely repurposed for sex
selection. In sex ratio at
birth has declined to 910 glrls for
every 1,000 boys. In a soclety
shaped by caste, colourism,
and academic pressure,
gene editing could easily be
co-opted to entrench ine-
quality under the banner of
“better futures’.

But more than vigilance,
India must lead. With a

rooted traditions of

spiritualism, karma and eth-
Ies, and respect for human dignity, it
Is uniquely positioned to offer the
moral leadership this moment
demands. Its scientific community is
world-class, and Its track recor
from generic medicine to vaccine
equity — shows It can palr Innova-
tion with compassion.

The concerns extend far beyond

and s but also
as Intelligence, helghl. and anxiety.
In short, it offers a pathway to
genetic optimisation — allowling par-
ents to select not only healthler
bables but the human features they
want.

Orchid, another US startup, plo-
neered full-genome sequencing of
IVF embryos for disease screening.
Once exclusive to the ultra-wealthy,

dren. Vle have crossed 1 mb‘huhlmn

While the global community
debates ethics and oversight, China is
racing ahead with few restraints,
Chinese scientlsts are editing the
genes of animals — and even human
embryos — not only to treat disease
but to enhance tralts such as intelll-
gence and strength. Thelr goal
appears to be the creation of

Gene-edited crops
could marginalise small farmers if
patented seeds are controlled by
large corporations. CRISPR-based
theraphes, already costing more than
$500,000 in the West, could deepen
blological Inequality. Even gene
drives, designed to eliminate diseases
such as malaria, could threaten deli-
cate ecosystems like the Sundarbans
1 not deployed with care,

To lead responsibly, India must act
on four fronts.

First, accelerate research. Univer-
sitles and public Institutions should
partner with soclally responsible
emreprmeun 0 bulld local expert-

down mandates, will be essential.
Fourth, India must lead globally.
As it did In champloning affordable
wvaccines, It can help shape Interna-
tional norms for genetic sclence,
banning non-medical trait selection,

Ise In gene edi blology,
and bioethics. This collaboration can
ensure Innovation Is aligned with the
public interest and rooted in Indian
values rather than imported priori-
(lel

ond. access must be equitable.
lmih has done this before with life-
saving generic drugs and can do this
again, Public funding and subsidies
must ensure CRISPR theraples reach
rural and tribal populations
b\ium genetic disorders like thalasse-
mia.

Third, the entire regulatory frame-
work needs to be updated because
existing blotech laws predate
CRISPR. A new structure, co-created
with sclentists, ethiclsts, civil soclety,
and patlents, must define what is
allowed, what ks off-limits, md how

gene drives, and Insisting
on transparency and accountabili
India a;'?sel the ethica; lhenthmt:!.
not merely follow it.

‘We now have a rare opportunity to
prove that sclentific progress and
moral clarity can coexist, but the

. We cannot rely on

S
Stlicon Valley, where profit Is the
only true metric of success, nor on
China, where State control and
ibition,

a third way, rooted in spiritual val-
ues, ethical reasoning, and the belief
that technology must serve the many,
not just the powerful, and this is the
role India must play.

Vivek Wadhwa is CEO, Vientx
The od

oversight will function. R
ment with the public, not just top-

are personal.

but much of it is underway in the island city and the
pered western suburbs,

‘While short-term cures such as air-conditioned rail
coaches with doors to prevent people from hanging
outof: have been proffe there'sa
larger and far more complex central question that
needs addressing: How will Mumbai take care of its
famous working class? The mill land redevelopment in
Parel and the shiny upgrade of the Bandra-Kurla

have old ng-class
nelghbomhands. pushing residents to 0 the farthest
edges of the Mumbai Metropolitan Region and forcing
them to commute longer distances. The BEST bus
fleet, still the most affordable mode of travel, instead of
expanding, has been whittled down from 4,700 to
2,800 buses in recent years, Meanwhile, old suburban
railway stations on these routes have not been
upgraded, with most having just two platforms even
though the number of commuters has gone up
manifold, leading to everyday instances of dangemusly
surging crowds. The central railway has refused to
categorise what happened on Monday as an accident,
terming itan “incident”. An accident necessarily
entails an inquiry but the reasons for this week's death
on Mumbai's tracks are all too well known. It's high
time the government addressed them.

In Trump vs California,
fraying of federal pact

arinesare out in Los Angeles (LA) streets on
the order of US President Donald Trump, to
suppress protests against the enforcement of
Washington's immigration policy.
California’s largest city has been restive for a few days
now with people mobilising against a key poll promise
made by Trump, spurred by a demand of his MAGA
(Make America Great Again) constituency. Earlier, the
state’s governor announced that his government
would sue Trump for sending in the National Guard.
Street protests are not uncommon in the US, justas in
any democracy. However, the Oval Office’s ongoing
stand-off with the government of California, a
Democrat-run state, infringes on the federal pact,
which clearly distinguishes between the powers of the
Union and the state. This is also the first streetand State
pushback to Trump's anti-immigrant policies that
many hold as being impractical. Undocumented
migrants number over 11 million; their detention and
deportation will test the State’s capacities. Until LA
protested, the pushback was limited to the courts and
campuses. The fact is Trump loves a confi

Why JAM needs re-coding
for robust social protection

n her book Recoding America, Jelmlfer
Pahlka recounts

other way around? Second, documentation:
How can the design rules and

me Em ln{mml MIW D‘epm

Cavld~l9 CoM relief was delayed by weeks
due to a backlog stemming from outdated
technology and rigid rules. l'or eumpl!.

Ivveu;e umln&dlu w0 valldne Anﬁ‘w .:{

dellvery How can governments fast-track
applications upon eligibllity check and
redress grievances to ensure on-time and

minor
ual review, significantly dela l!lld
ments. We mlmoﬁcn "l'y ylnf'

ina M‘hll'b
logically advanced nation. But this s a global
problem. f chol

quality delivery
Luckily, we have enough bright spots from
within Ix?dll for these three significant chal-

lenges.
Regarding discovery, states now have bet-
ter quality

ces, and
rigid administrative processes. At a very dif-

citizens. States can estimate spatial and
level family

n oo, |

ferent point in our Journey

kage pa
lidate eligible citizens into relevant

in India, as a recent plece about India’s first
Aadhaar reciplent highlights: Ranjana Son-
wane recefved her monthly entitlements

in April, after a wait of nine months, because

!ch!mu. Farmmph.lma such as Pu.mab

mir are providin vnlldlmn mhmmwuvk~
ers who have finished 50 plus days of

URSULA VON DER LEYEN

The EU-India strategic pa

is getting stronger

based

growth with an ambitious |
tech & innovation and security
& defence

Need a smarter approach
to crowd management

of an error linking her bank account MGNREGA bullding and other con- ndia thrives in Its gatherings. Cricket tri- Physical spaces shape crowd dynamics. Too
to ber Aadhaar. struction jobs, making them auto- umphs, many multiple

We are fortunately at an earlier matically eligible for construction or celebrity events draw - exits,or
starting point regarding technology workers’ lakhs — Into streets and  ment. Urban development programmes, like
in the Indian State; many of these by the labour department. Jares, pulse. cltses, il
systems for enhancing frontline On the burden of m:umenmlnn. Yet, this h sistent chal-  design In routine upgrades.
welfare delivery are yet to realise T from Jenge: hy pe Far Mel
thelr full effectiveness. At the same anun . other departments (for example, dictably. le fi w  local falrs porary modular
time, full-stack solutions are already ~ Cherukuri blnhrdalh registries; school-golng haotic di { offers ¥
emerging and have even matured ——= wmﬁ). the rules governing eligl- mlnlg!mem. The snllmnn hn\bnl stricter  cades. elevated walkways, digital signs. and
across many states In India. The bility can be reviewed to move do
struggles of even a single cittzen towards exclusion-based targeting phnnlng nn area where lndu gets, planni
should motivate us to envision a or rgeting vulnerable households aften falls short. Crowds In Indla are evolving, Crowd 158 bl
maore robust soctal protection sys- Instead of individuals. For instance, Once limited | In crises, clear, d [l
mnupzdnwmmlhemmmynf all informal workers can be broadly pligrimages or election rallies, they now form ¢l ft e

porting digial i Infrastruc- divided Into three archetypes: Farm- ly, sparked by soctal media and local |

t\nt suchulhz ages between ers, construction workers and other converging in minutes. T In with frequent
Jan Dhan bank accounts through Rahul K zsshmn registered Informal work- aften urb "
Aadhaar and UPI protocols on  Sharma  ers like domestic workers and gig for such local leaders,

mabile devices (JAM trinity).

It is helpful to start with the fun-
damentals. Why do eligible cittzens
sometimes get excluded from recelving thelr

receiving
rightful entitlements? As Pahlka shows us,

‘workers, Once the family 1D is nked
to the key occupational information
(like KAALIA ID for farmers in Odi-
sha or shramik 1D with labour departments),
eligibility matching can provide a report of

surges.
they're less structured, more fluid,
and far harder to antic]

Conventional policing — barri-
cades, megaphones, lathi-wielding
units—is Ineffective. Our

technology Is only part of the problem. schemes that could be compounded to the police are skilled and

Instead, a core challenge lies In how technol-  family during crucial life-cycle moments. aften undeuqu!pped for this new
ogys and deployed to identlfy eligl- Finally, on the burden of delivery, we need Thcpmﬂanlm\)mm
bility. If we begin with the nsum(lbm u-: look no further than passport seva and other n‘:[pv! pace.
most citizens are Mbcmm governmem to :mun 2() services mal urxumy nnds a National

and

ly rigid
that raise the administrative burden on cm—
2ens In terms of

il metrics like TATu
(turnaround times) and SLAs (service level
and Blhar

visits to government offices, that evmml.lly

—a flexible, uemd system tallored to crowd
slze, event type, and local Infrastructure, This
hoc

boost awareness and compliance,
making crowds active partners in
mmu forces learn con-
. bul in silos, A national
repository of after-action repol
managed by the Bureau of Police

knowledge base, letting officers
nationwide learn from each other's
successes and fallures. Accountability must
nlmcn:m beyond the pnlm Municipalities

‘The RTPS framework
model provide the ambition for

share n!NI for
pllnnmgnna Inl'rlmw:lum nldlng‘gnm:

California, the most populous state in the US, also
represents everything that Trump and his MAGA clan
loathes.

Thus, what is seen in California as federal overreach
may actually boost Trump's lmngund help him rally

and

including the president’s t'allomwhh Elon Musk.
Aggression has been a hallmark of Trump 2.0, as the
president seeks to force nations and administrations to
align with his interests. Clearly, President Trump plans
to stick with this template at home as well.

only Impacts the poor, educationally and tech-  grievance redress services for major G2C entl- Inter-agency
nologlcally unprepared citizen. As a policy rlunenm In lllslmu With the latest develop- natlon, and klists. Crowd e
thri our to reach India’s ty be urky il Perfect of India’s
work at Indus Action, we have found that it mpmyy unmnd cltizens through voice in d not keft todis- 1! wrder. B
takes nearly 10 high-touch thelr Indic text barriers. trict police. Jevel joint Well
including more than three visits to govern-  Whether we hear about one citizen not centres (JOCs) could transf Ings shi bulld
i lice. fire b tmans T

like lons and ben-  ure, we have a critical opportunity for learning port and working di tragedy.
efits. obl to iterate better delivery systems and move fi planwith ¢l India has the talent, tools, and institutions to
new technological solutions and reframing  towards universal access. We have experl- JOCs can streamline decisions and resources,  meet this challenge. What's needed Is align-
thy e . enced Covid-19 and find ourselves tndly ensuring swift responses when needed. ment helwnn policy lndptm&mmd

Let's reframe fl d adapt our strategy unsettled i I states, ground. Crowd
1o one where we are comfortable living with  shocks. The next time a public health or cli- Many cities already have CCTV networks and mmpm\em. like election plumlng, mnsl
a small degree of Inclusion errors. Some  mate nn!rgenty accurs anywhere across drones. Pairing these with Al-driven crowd-
undeserving citizens might get access toentl-  India, we can, th densil Id  sis-dr ible. In a natl whm'penpla
tlements, but lowering the bar for inclusion provide real-time alerts, I‘hm rhkl bdu! ch

will belp lakhs of marginalised citizens. Tech-
nology nllows us to check these Inclusion
ervors If we think innovatively.

From over a decade of work with govern-
ments across [ndia, we have learnt that there
are three key chl.llubvs In vmlhu ddlw:y

that new sysum\l logy can solve.
st i

for states, immediately release soctal protec-

ton it

of vulnerable cltizens. This future Is almost
here If we act on every error to iterate on our
delivery systems.

nn\mren d

Yet, maapnumunmlukummmch

tems. 3
and ensure that Indla's vibrant gatherings

Y
{

pride, not peril.

Tarun Cherukuri and Rahul

‘Sharms are with Indus Action, a policy fmplemen-

hnnenhlpu with Indian tech firms and

The
discover the rlglble cl(ben instead of the

tath ™
The X P

sonal

solutions
tatlored to our unique context.

OP Singh is director general of police & head, Har-
‘vana Narcottcs Control Bureau with extenstve
experience in crowd management. The views
expressed are personal
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Supply crunch
India needs a strategy for rare carths

1 India is suff Jamage d
Chi de war. In April, d i dtariffimposi-
tions from American President Donald Trump, Beijing announced that certain
heavy and medium rare earths and related magnets would be subject to export
licences, Given the difficulty of licences and thy of demon-
strating the end use of any particular shipment, this has in many cases amounted
to an effective ban, which has affected Indian manufacturing. Beijing controls
about 50 per cent of officially recognised reserves, 70 per cent of extraction capa-
bility, and 90 per cent of p The in turn, are vital for

o ging fro panels. Thus, al. berof Indian

sectors have to look elsewhere.,
Itis unfonunne that Indian industry is in this position, given that China's

STAY INFORMED THROUGH THE DAY (@ WWW,BUSINESS-STANDARD.COM

OPINION 9

Perils of overestimates

Fiscal discipline is not just about meeting deficit targets

itis also about getting the estimates right

ILLUSTRATION EY BINAY SINKA

o X

ly chain ble. In fact, it
~ supply was cut off to Japan and Japanese companies more than a decade ago

duringa period Japan and China.

15 th of défh

inthe recently
vislonal actual numberl for the Umon Budm lor

towards revenue was

lower at 236,03 trillion,

Inthe quality of —the
pmvnloml actual number for capital expenditure
showed arise, just as that for revenue expenditure was
hm.NﬂUlheMumnnlpetuwofcuP

lmllneofmelndlmemmyw-mbedu
d. As a result, the deficit stayed at 4.8

percentof GDP,

‘Why should the finance ministry try to keep the
changes between the RE nnd the pvwmoml actual
mis-
leldlmdmtlnanlhemolwnmem fmmm

equally responsible for the huge varlance.

2024-25¢ Th icattheend
of last mom‘h A quick mmgariwn of these mM

built i ineral ittorid y and
alsoset up supply chains, through the Philippines and Aus-
tralia. Indi i ~ at least since 2020, when rela-
tions with its g the clashes at Galwan,

That said, the beginnings of an effort, even if uncoordinated, can be discerned in
recent moves by the Indian government and private sector. The government has
set up a public-sector company called KABIL, which is iuppuud to intervene in
the supply chain of rare earths to achieve some
suchas Vedanta, ~such as Hyde-
rabad-based Midwest Advanced Materials — hlve begun to make substantial
investment in this supply chain.
Ncne ol (hln. however, amounts to a real strategy, whkh would target both
hi ly chail with
both the publlc and private sectors, as well as trustworthy foreign partners like
Japan. The problem with New Delhi’s strategic thinking is often that it focuses

for 2024-25 shows that the problem of revenue over-
estimation has resurfaced — aftera welcome break of
four years.

Note that the RE of the Union Budget for a finan-
clal year Is released about two months before that
year ends. This release coincides with the presenta-
thon of the following year's Budget. Thus, the RE of
the Budget for 2024-25 was avallable on

February 1, 2025, when the Budget for ’
2025-26 was presented by Finance Min-

Ister Nirmala Sitharaman. Even though

the RE [s an estimate for the year, it should

not vary by a large margin from the provi-

slonal actual numbers made avallable by

the end of May later that year. Ideally, an

restraint lnprepulngmelu.m

h, atthe fk

optlons. Since the government Is com-
mitted to the idea of bringing down the fiscal deficit
10 a targeted level, any overestimation of revenue

ministry in the following four years, Instead of the
problem of revenue overe-lmnuon there was rev-

tail thelr expenditure in the final months of the year
Inabid tostick to the deficit targee. Such last-minute

enue inthose often leads to fiscally
mm—hmmuwm 64— doutto ‘This may also lead to imagin-
umgmm.mhew ded eartler, Th of  athy
d 13percent dentith seek-
mmrcrbperamdurlnamhpmud. With expendl- Ing recourse to off-Budget borrowings — a practice
ture broadly under control, the actual amount of  that was ended a few years ago.
fiscal deficit was lower (hm what was There Is yet lm!her reason why such revenue
givenout inthe RE closely. Actual
That trend has changed, as lu numbers Mllng uhon of the revenue memloned in
month's numbers revealed. The provi-

slonal actual number for net tax rev-

enue in 2024-25 was 2.3 per cent lower

i than the RE. Interestingly, the biggest
’ change was seen in personal income-

meullmomwwmolwh\umlnmem
y. Th

enue in 2019-20 wn an indication of slowing ¢cun
omic growth, Similarly, the underestimation of
revenue In the RE for the four years from 2020-21 to

Pt ek e et b A Pl b avchdad, ok et | S ek Sporomt gD
avol 5 @s an underesti- ual ni were. per pace e
g e e ST el T T
b e ms for mal rment finances, BHATTACHARYA X years, U re of perso 25, comy 10 9.2 per cent in 2023-24.

ke icllingup Butthis would.uqulre theippiopriatssigah Among &?::dﬁ Ms Sitharaman Yﬁl 4 collec- e ihe ot

I 1d has presented over the past six years, revenue over-  tlons has llsen from lbmn a rcunh lo justundera  In the RE for 2024-25 could therefore be a sign of

!th to foreign policy. E’otmmple much of the mineral wealth that is sup- estimation was a big problem In the Budget for third. Why personal | 1 would growth impulses in the Indian economy,
inChinais whichis mu) -20, lm malden exercise. The of byabout €74, actual

ahotb ‘ Indiah. its very thanwhat was seen hs bs dth { d Customs, d

doorstep, while China has not. India must also rccngnise that futum value chains

in the prevlnul year's Budget, but it nevertheless
her first Budget. Thus, the actual collec-

for critical minerals will be constructed, taking into account the fthe

host nations. Ind |nlh-|m|r|lry.

notinIndia. T to New Delhi, given th

egy is primarily derisking the supply chain. I-‘lmlly a slmq;y lhcru.ld take imo

account that India be part of supply

dependent on China. A Japan secking to derisk, for mmple can be a source of
for Indian chain,

might

Mission Space
Isro will gain immensely from Axiom-4

Group Captain Shubhanshu Shukla's piloting of the Axiom-4 mission to the Inter-
national Space Station (ISS) will enable India’s first Gaganaut to gain hands-on

tion of net tax revenue in 2019-20 (the Covid lock-
down was declared only in the third week of March
2020) turned out to be 136 per cent lower than what

injust
mnsbehlnd !hh should be lnvesdgu«t Was thata
blipor of per-

ln the numbers mentioned In the RE for 2024-25,
ﬂ:fuldhelwnkeupnnkxdmnmuymuu

Somats et
ment can expect In the current financial year?

With 1

thechal-

The sharp downward revision in

was given out In the RE. With non-tax as
per actuals also falling by over § per cent over the
RE, and with only a marginal change In expendl-
ture, the actual fiscal deficit in 2019-20 widened to
4.6 per cent of gross domestic product (GDP), com-
pared to 3.8 per cent mentioned in the RE. Covid
must have been a factor, but the finance ministry's

i L for 2024-25 was perhaps one
of the main reasons for the government applying
the brakes on Its revenue expenditure. Against the
budget estimate (BE) of €37.1 trillion for 2024-25, the
RE for revenue expenditure placed it at €36. BB ml

before the Indi

and go
nnmce: will only become more fum\ld-hte More-
over, fiscal discipline is not just about meeting deficit

diture estimates right. To begin with, therefore, gov-

lion. But four months later, the pi
number for revenue expendltuu' last yearis puced

aoni compsred with those inthe RE.

Relmagmmg India’s quality mandate

f handling and ding a long sojourn in space, Group
Captain Shukla will pilot the Fal which h;n' Py 1 QCOs as tools to peevent Thl:g m‘ m:mmnm
by SpaceX. Axiom-4, which runs under the aegis of the foundation Axiom Space, - e Mo - = Rch s uce BIS ove:
features a four-person team from India, Poland, Hungary, and the United States tion MI';OU-I_ Y. ': ks Injs  applance 4 — worry about price esca- lmpn:ve mm for certifications;
(US). Tt will carry out over 60 scientific experiments, devised by scientists from 31 Quality, therefore, must not be seen as an after- 2 International pushback: Major trade partners ]
countries, including the US, India, Poland, Hungary, Saudi Arabia, and several Euro- thought by the mmhg the Union, and the -,-mg‘- i fin kfre
pean nations. Group Captain Shukla’s experience will provide important data for Government of Indla’s decision to gradually ex) Free Trade (EFTA) have omies over its non-acceptance of forelgn lab results,

the Indian Space Research Organisation (Isro), which has its own plansto set up a

pand
mandatory Quality Control Ordm (QCOs) across

roducts is b

space station, Indeed, given that the National Aeronautics and Space A

Yet, the QCO regime today finds itself mired in
A polic deslgned to assure

tion (Nasa) fac about its Donald Trump presi-
dency, lsro may be pick up th whenit >
d Group Captain Shukl h since

it has never run a manned mission (India's first man in space, back in 1984, was
trained in the Soviet cosmonaut programme). India's agency has ambitious plans

flagged Indig’s QCO regime In thelr trade barrier
reports. A prominent example Is the United States
Trade (USTR"

the lrony is not lost: These very countries do not
passmtbetrii P aithy

e

poly-
mmmmmuuwlbhnuxgedlndhm
self-declar-

pol
quality and prevent the Inflow of sub
goods is Increasingly seen as a double-edged sword
— welcomed by some, resisted by others, and inter-
nally contested within departments of

acoept
atlons Instead of BIS-exclusive conformity,
3. Intra-government dissonance: Even senior
government officlals have publicly

Rather than
retreat, India should use bilateral and multilateral
trade negotlations to push for sector-specific mutual
recognition agreements (MRAs) — even If starting
with limited scopes, 1'hn| would bring ul one step

for manned missions undertaken on its own, even though it i.l & Nasa partner and the same government., questioned the wl-dom of npplying closer to full
signatory to the Artemis Accords, which enables it to participate in Nasa pro- As someone who has served as chalr- QCOs to raw To reb meou)wwhbnhncumnux-
and i Underthe Isro intends to launch man of the Natlonal Accreditation Board leading to deferments and delays In  pose, | propose a three-pillar road map:
fiti rhi next year! hedulk for Certification Bodles (NABCB) under implementation, 1. Export promotion : Help Indian products com-
Afterthat, it th inthelow-earth the Quality Council of India (QCI), | have QCOs are undeniably effective in  pete globally by incentlvising certifications aligned
oxik, I p ogloal capubilities ovee vhe 'm:md:mn wenh wlguunel? e lcmbm especme 1;‘1‘1”’1'::‘ m:s ith l:::n ; : o oo
Aunit - works — -calibrated — can s, mnations witha atlon for or IS0 (
decndu.mmnzdmll.shmwﬂlreqmmh = pa host of new d m record of d‘lxmplng. But If that  Européenne or CE),
Thereis noerror lives, But for QCOs to be truly transformative, becomesthelr primary lens, weriskfor- 2. Dumplngplmnunn. Curblow-quality Imports
Keeping humans safe, healthy, and sane in space for extended periods and India needs to course-correct. Not to getting a critical fi with transi-
retrieving them safely are tasks many times more difficult than unmanned retreat, but to reframe the mission with DEEP KAPURIA Indlan access global tlon
missions, The hazards include vncuum. high radiation, extreme clarity, capabllity, Andglobtlnlmmem. markets with confidence, 3.C safety: enforce-
d by high ¥ Indla's quality control Indl are not new. On August  ment for pub f
high I against is chall rgely (BIS), 15,2014, Pﬂme Mln\ﬂ.er Narendra Modi urged Indian In addition, a product-specific vertical approach
B el N has been A Linrecent  Industry to adopt “Zero Defect, Zero Effect” (ZED) s far superior to & one-size-fits-all model. Different
Much more modern gym and hospital has evolved from ying the yours, the E E menent hes “' anded m'.mf °|f . mnlz'l“ different timetables, standards, and
as steel ng. Indla's future as a manufacturing
effects of space on the human body and figuring out how to keep people healthy polymers, elmmnlm andtoys. “This vision remmu deeply relevant. But are we  powerhouse hinges on how the world perceives our
d“"“ﬂk‘“ﬁm‘"w“‘ Asof today, out of BIS unlnwhnhzro(x:hm quality. QCOs are not just regulations — they arestate-
Oneofth for Axiom-4 h f muscle dards, only 187QCOs beingd d through mmollmamhnlormemmlumeed.ﬂwymunhe
inspace, for le. Another interesting issue is that of dlﬂ while notified. This suggests that while the Is  supportand y aware,
food is carried to the 1SS, it is y mktnwhwmgmwfmdlnmm rising, the journey s far from complete. muclnnmdpemh W fford Il the quality
gravity. On thy Importantly, QCOs are not mere administrative One of the core criticksms of the QOO process lles  but neither can we rush It blindly. If implemented
like. Hi which notifications — they are enforceable legal Instru-  in conformity mnenl. At present, the BIS holds QCOs for “Brand

mumuupeedd.lbmumoookmperhn\u ‘When they arrive, their craft must

syndlmuhemmdnck.mdilmuundockmmheylnm Gi must

tocarry

-

feel testi

whicl designs, By debriefing Gmup
Captain Shukla and studying the results of the Axiom-4 experiments, Isro will
add toits of what it needs to do to make Gaga-

nyaan a success.

ments process  India" — trusted, compliant, and world-class. In that
faauren. locemfy thelr products through the BIS. and lssue fi This creates  vision, export promotion, import protection, and con-
can lead to selzure, penalties, or  capacity. long andbottle-  sumersafety are not trade-offs. They are co-travellers
import blocks. necks for both d foreban onthe d— leading Aohtfhil
Th of QCOs has A | exists, Indla has a  place in the global economic order.
fault lines: robust f bodies
:.DonMclndmnuc‘iwwerducex-ofmier« by the NABCB. Allowing t ™ is former

AsSess-
ment bodles (CABs) to hnndle low- and medium-

constituent boudon\umymundl uflndh

Preparing the perfect marketing cocktail CEARIEL )yt SR
ful job of fulfilling readers’ "uotodv :hm@h“ul“:xlawulng)uu
needs. You can read thisin o ‘cost per lead” — not inthe
BOOK reader through ght, cast Inadifferentlight,can  ance” mark ften gl s four sittings of 30 to 45 min- u’—_ shortterm, at least. This book
REVIEW s‘wuegnemnlon.wualna.po-mon yopic to gets, Is areality check. The sec- utes just before you sleep, has many digital era connota-
Ing). Instead, each ch tlon on myths about branding Is oreven on a Delhi-Mumbai tions, but inthe larger context
prwlundr:wnfrommelmmry “This makes it agood every relevant for new flight. The ch: of 2025 marketing, these are
uendiuandclo-uvdmnpualulmcl one. The book Is a useful and absorbing andmnqam'l‘hemuwr tomers and branding are Cameos, not: roles. But
y Vs read whether you area recent graduate, a reader thy fast-paced and you will .w the book does a great job of
team huddle. mid-career professional or a business unoeolhummgm:pumnep find that you revisit these doingwhat It proposes,
Mnmewrymlnu:bmks ladul-onmoﬂegm!uue u\ebnok further, He lays down a road map on the often at work or even ata which istotalk about the
wllhl ! will will " --u-{mm B-school. *“four essential ingredients of
SIDDHESH JOGLEKAR fmpel ader's mind th ep vith foradigital brand b Forme, th of o~ oy s
tobe grasped. Each Idea Is anchored by a First World. For a mid-career profes- wem!hmughthedupw ymrume the book was the section Essential For those new to marketing or
Inabusi ding land: h real-world situation: A bungled launch, stonal looking fron { that onsales and from &
with jargon-laden tomes and MBA- anover- gic leadership, this but all the digital We are entering anera by Ambi ground, I would recommend this
!puk.MaItuNMlmﬂam' Four Essen- deaf bookcan hy gaps spends that brands are doing almost like vy y s ook as their first read on the
tlal Ing .r-ul- mall. Th that this stage of a career. For clockwork these days. The quote "If you partof sales conversations  pyblighed by subject. It'sa gateway tothe
Thy honest; you cannot skim a page without business leaders, this mixologywillbean  can’t measure It, you can't manage it", and vice-versa. Common Westland ‘world of marketing that lsn't
Ambl Parameswaran, a veteran marketer afamiliar life si essential toolkit to make Informed stra- may not be found in many ! been Mpages TSO intimidating but fun. Kudosto
| Y tegic T books, but. pl: inafunway— T the author and the publisher for
staples, pharmaceuticals and has range thelr primary area of expertise. itwithelan. inmhcsemeapum keeping it uncomplicated.
feels vl amother could cut slices of

In fact, for

on

plmanlnnglhlmpl:m-ummﬂe
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The endgame in the Russia-Ukraine war

n June 1, Ukraine

executed ‘Operation

Spiderweb’ drone

strikes on Russian
bases, They sent shock waves just
ahead of the second round of
peace talks in Istanbul and NATO'S
Eastern Flank summit in Vilnius.

As the Russia-Ukraine war is in

its fourth year, with mounting
human and economic costs and
rising global pressure for a
diplomatic resolution, an
endgame is in place, The revival of
the Istanbul peace process and
renewed engagement by key
international players have
reoriented attention towards
diplomacy, Yet major questions
persist: Will Ukraine’s audacious
strikes shift the war’s trijectory?
Can Ukraine endure the prolonged
conflict? And can the main actors
~ Ukraine, Russia, the US., NATO,
and the European Union -
overcome entrenched divisions to
forge a durable peace?

The return of di y
As peace talks under U.S.
President Donald Trump, the
Istanbul peace process was
cautiously revived by Russian
President Viadimir Putin, Two
rounds of talks on May 16 and June
1 saw prisoner swaps and draft
ceasefire terms exchanged.
However, deep divisions remain,
with both sides presenting largely
irreconcilable conditions that
hinder meaningful progress.
Russia's ‘Special Mllit:z
Operation’ could have ended in
Istanbul negotiations in 2022, but
ble peace deal failed as
inkan President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy walked away from it
Ukraine chose to continue fighting
as it hoped for NATO membership
and Western leaders pledged
funding, weapons, and training.
US. President Donald Trump,
prioritising his ‘America First' and
‘Make America Great Again’
agenda, views the Ukraine war as
acomplex foreign policy challenge
and seeks a swift end to it. His
envoy, Keith Kellogg, and
Secretary of State Marco Rubio
acknowledged it as a dangerous
“proxy war between nuclear

K Usha

Associate Professor at
the Centre for Russian
and Central Asian
Studies, School of
International Studies,
JINU, New Delhi

~ the United States,
mplnu Ukraine, and Russia”, and

n Russia-Ukraine talks in

ry 2025, Mr. Trump sees no

common ground or trust between
Russia, Europe, and Ukraine,
making an end to the Russia-NATO
proxy war dlﬂkul! Acting as both

The difficult task of keeping everyone happy

he
believes a bxuklhmtdl is
urgently needed.

Mr. Trump's three months of
shuttle diplomacy have sparked
hope for peace. The peace
framework addresses both sides’
concerns, Ukraine won't join
NATO, will gain security
guarantees, accept a ceasefire, and
territorial concessions. Sanctions

The broader Western posture is
to continue supporting Ukraine
unth R"}";_';w’“‘"‘ ,,f‘"y " STATE OF PLAY
Parliament and the NATO
Parliamentary Assembly
designated Russia a ‘state sponsor ravikanth ramasayasnggehehindu,co in
of terrorism, complicating direct
Jipl ; Inn“mlk he recent Cabinet ex- Telangana
former U.S. President Joe Biden pansion in Telangana
said 'no’ to such a toxic ‘terrorist’ reflects the Congress's
label for Russia. promised commitment to so-
Mr. Trump's interest in ending cial justice, By inducting three
the war is due to avoiding damage Ministers - Gaddam Vivek and
to America's reputation, He wants Adluri Laxman from the Sche | particularly the Madiga Reser-
to deal with China and engage in duled Caste (SC) group and | vation Porata Samiti, Deputy

the West Asian and Indo-Pacific
region, The Ukraine war tests
Europe's global autonomy, but its

Vakiti Srihari from the Back-
ward Classes (BC) group - as
well as leaders from socially

Chief Minister Mallu i
Vikramarka, a Mala, holds the
Finance portfolio, while form-

on Russia will be lifted, and the Russophobic stance hampers and economically backward | er Deputy Chief Minister Da-

present frontline will be frozen, dialogue by framing Russia as an communities  for  various | modar Raja Narsimha holds
Ukraine Europe peace terms existential threat and exposing posts, the party has attempted | the Health portfolio.

include a permanent ceasefire, no | racism and militarisation, to realign its power 1 W!\HE

limits on Ukraine's military, and a The West is waging a proxy war to better rep facti

U.S.-backed security guarantee in Ukraine and, as is the case with marginalised groups, Howev- | Despite this pmﬁ'udve out-

akin to NATO's Article 5, Sanctions | any proxy in history, Ukraine's er, this has not come without | look, Congress has triggered

would ease gradually after agency to decide the course of war friction, particularly from the | dissatisfaction within its lar-

achieving lasting peace, while is limited. Escalation risks are dominant Reddy community, | gest and historically most in-

occupled !errltoriu remain rliim as Ukrainian drones which feels ignored despite its | fluential support base, the

leaders” ly targeted Mr, Putin’s numerical and political clout | Reddy community. In the 119-

'Coalition of the Wﬂ!lm meetings, | convoy in Kursk on u! 20, 2025, in the Assembly. member Assembly, 43 MLAs

led by the UK, and France, seek a | Earlier incidents incl Ofthe seven BCMLAsinthe | are from the Reddy communi-

‘reassurance force’ to monitor the | bombings in Kursk, drone amch Congress, three have been gi- | ty. Within the Congress, 26 of

peace accord's implementation. near Moscow, and a threat to the ven Cabinet posts and two | the 64 MLAs are from the Red-
Russia demands addressing the | Victory Day parade. In se, have been appointed as chief | dy community,

war's root causes, Ukrainkan Russia has escalated its military whip and whip. Among Minis- Those who have been left

lity, NATO. bershiy
ban, demilitarisation,

aiming to create a
‘security buffer zone' along the

ters, Ponnam Prabhakar is
from the Goud community,

out include strong aspirants
such as Koma

denazification, and troop Ukraine border. Mr, Putin warned Konda Surekha belongs to the | Reddy, P. Sudarshan Reddy, T.
hdrawals. It also seeks that rej current peace terms Padmashali (with Reddy, and Mal-
guarantees that Ukraine won't would make any future peace her husband hailing from the Ranga Reddy.
regroup and receive Western “more painful” Munnuru Kapu community), Mr, Rajgopal Reddy, who
munitions, If the West does not and Vakiti Srihari comes from | played a key role in boosting
accept these terms, Mr. Putin A fragile endgame the Mudiraj caste, Pradesh | the Congress’s prospects by
warns of imposing terms militarily. | Ukraine's deep strikes into Russia, Congress Committee chief A, | jumping ship from the Bhara
In February, Mr. Trump likely aided by Western Mahesh Kumar Goud is a | tiya Janata Party (B]P) before
proposed to initiate intelligence, risk escalation, Under Goud from the BC community, | the elections, feels particular-

denuclearisation talks with Russia

its nuclear doctrine, Russia may

BCs enjoy more representa-

ly aggrieved, especially since

No one can deny impact of
these leaders on the overall
performance of the party even
though Revanth Reddy, who
was then PCC chief, strongly
built an anti-BRS narrative,
The BJP, which was looking
strong, lost steam when Mr,
Rajgopal Reddy and Mr. Ven-
katswamy exited the party ata
crucial juncture, Mr, Rajgo)
Reddy's brother, Komal
Venkata Reddy, is a Minister
and hails from a - a
Reddy bastion, While being
progressive in its politics, the

Congress would also do well in
emurim that its traditional
support base, the Reddy com-
munity, is kept happy.

Issues to be addressed
While the Congress’s caste
arithmetic may have worked,
the representation of

and minority members leaves
much to be desired. Key dis-
tricts such as Hyderabad, Ran-
ga Reddy, and Nizamabad
have gone not represented in
the Cabinet, Muslims, and
Lambadas among the tribal
communities, have also been
left out,

There is no Muslim MLA in
the Congress fold. The party
has only one Muslim MLC,
Amer Ali Khan, To bridge this
gap, Congress is considering
fielding a Muslim candidate
from Jubilee Hills in the com-

~election. The names of
Mohd Azharuddin, a cricke-
ter, and Faheem Qureshi, a
confidante of the Chief Minis-
ter, are being floated.

Diplomacy must and China, considering the retaliate if sovereignty is tion not just in the Cabinet, | his political ally, Vivek Venkat- To compensate for the ab-
cy Ukraine war's potential for nuclear | threatened. Operation Spiderweb but also in key political roles, | swamy, was inducted into the | sence of the Lambada com-
be bold, escalation and the expiry of the escalates Russia’s ‘Special Military Additionally, with the inclu- | Cabinet. Both leaders were | munity, the Chief Minister
realistic, and NEW START Treaty with Russia in ration’ into a full scale war. sion of Mr. Vivek and Mr. Lax- | promised a berth, When Mr. [ nominated Ram Chander
Inclusive, 2026, Russian experts see this as a ough humiliated, Russia’s man, the number of SC lead- | Rajgopal Reddy, Mr. Venkat- | Naik, an MLA from Dornakal,
addressing deep honey trap, of former in peace talks signals ers in the Cabinet has | swamy, and Ponguleti Srinivas | as Deputy Speaker. This com-
securlty fears U.S. President Ronald Reagan's areal interest in ending the increased to four. They are | Reddy from the Bharat Rash- | plements the appointment of
and historical trick with the Soviet Union's conflict. In such a scenario, split equally between the Mala | tra Samithi (BRS) entered the | Gaddam Prasad Kumar, a Da-
rievances. President Mikhail Gorbachev. diplomacy must be bold, realistic, and sub-groups. This | Congress at around the same Ill. as Speaker. As a runll in
SVICVARCES. - Kremlin remains sceptical of and inchusive, balance is critical in a State | time, it created the p both the 1
Without this, Western intentions and views security fears and historical where internal divisions with- | that the BJP was losing ground | officers of the Assembly be-
peace will be Russia's nuclear ptmnu a grievances. Without this, peace in SC communities have in- | and that the C«weu was the | long to the SC and ST com-
fleeting necessary deterrent, will be fleeting. 1l i political only to the BRS. munities, respectively.

Why the Alcaraz-Sinner final is among the most epic battles

[ DATA POINT |

Vignesh Radhakrishnan

rand Slam finals carry an
G unmistakable aura. When

a Slam final stretches into
a five-setter, it signifies an enthrall-
ing contest ween  evenly
matched rivals, Add multiple tie-
breakers into the mix, and the
sense of parity intensifies, tuming
the match into an absorbing duel
between superior equals. These
epic battles become historic,

No fan can forget two such
memorable men's tennis finals
from the recent past. The longest
Grand Slam final ever in the Open
Era - a gruelling 5-hour, 53-minute
battle between Novak Djokovic
and Rafael Nadal at the 2012 Aul
tralian Open - remains
matched to this day, Djokers” cele-
bration, during which he tore off
his shirt, remains etched in every
tennis fan's memory, Equally un-
forgettable is the memory of both
the players, their legs !runbll:r,
the trophy presentation, uni
meone them chairs.

The 2019 Wimbledon final bet-
ween Djokovic and Roger Federer
stood out for different reasons.
Lasting 4 hours and 57 minutes, it
became the first Slam final to fea-
ture three tie-breaks in the Open
Era. The sight of Djokovic squat-
ting on Centre Court and eating
grass in triumph signalled not just
victory, but also a poignant end to
Federer's legendary pursuit.

Sunday's showdown at Roland
Garros between Workd No. 1 Jannik
Sinner and World No 2 Carlos Alca-
raz has earned its place among lhe
rnmn Slam finals, Lasting 5

ours and 29 minutes, it is the se-
cond-longest Grand Slam final in
the Open Era (Chart 1),

The gripping encounter also
featured three tie-break sets — only
the second time in Open Era
Grand Slam finals (Chart 2A), Ho-
wever, the number of tie-breaks
should be viewed with caution, as

* @

rules have varied across years and
Grand Skams,

What truly stood out on Sunday
wiis Alcaraz's extraordinary come-
back from being two sets down, To
underscore just how rare this feat
is: Sinner had only once before lost
a match after winning the first two
sets since 2021; that was against
Djokovic at Wimbledon 2022, In-
deed, in the Open Era, the number
of times a player who was two sets
behind and then went on to be-
come the champion in a Grand
Slam final is only eight (Table 3).

Incredibly, the most recent oc-
currence before this was by Sinner
himself, who fought back to win
the 2024 Australian Open after
trailing Daniil Medvedev by two
sets. Medvedev, unfortunately, has

Lasting an extraordinary 5 hours and 29 minutes, the match is the second-longest

When the goi
gets tough,
the tough get going

srand Slam final in the Open Era

rienced this twice - p Chart 1; The length for 122 Geand Slam Finals Tubla 3: The elght ather Grand Slam finals in the Open Exa in which
ly it was in 2022, against Nadal, in  (data from 1991 to 2025 a player lost the first two sets, but eventustly won
the Australian Open final, B e SO Wi L s
On three defining measures - a w0 Three finats 4 201200 Yoot ::m ‘Manuel
marathon encounter, multiple tie- | T G.,_ lh'ﬂ 8O | oantes | TEFTE0G1EL
break drama, and an unforgettable {3 . | Roland TRS" - lecieie 1
comeback - the lntest Roland Gar+ ! 1904 | Gorvos ‘Inuu-l | e F626EATSTS
ros final emphatically earns its Roland  Andre Andrel
place nmnn(pdw m:w cham e e |Garros  Agass| Madvodey | 166646364
ionship matches ever played. | Roland  Gaston  Gulllermo
P wtmlp.'!&yﬂrdd Dlokovic’s fas - 1004 |Gamos | Gaudio | Cora___ “S3CAGINE
:I:d";l M:d hnpg::nlnu in 2023, u?: | 2020 UsOpen | pomnIE OGN 26466463 1606
a lerer now ret 1 T T
tennis fans are eagerly turni 3 @ 200 | |Garos | Djokovic \!m pas 676 26636264
their gaze towards Sinner and 1990 2010 200 Munlm m“ Denill
caraz ~ the emerging rivals still in g ey Each circle corresponds to @ FETMEAS 1S
their 205, Since 2024, Sinner has TAustralian JM Tanil
AO: Australian Open  final. The higher the dots, the 2004 | | FEI6EAGAEI
dominated the tour, winning 91w wimbledon fonger the finals, Interestingly, Open. [Snner |
out of 99 matches (a 2% winrate),  RG: Roland-Garros in recent years, matches have
while Alcaraz, during the same pe- — Us: US Open been relatively longer Table 41 The 12 finals that Jannlk Sinrer reached since 2024, with the
riod, has to win 91 out of winnens and losers mentioned
109 matches (a win rate relatively ~ Charts 2A & 28: The numbar of finals that featured three/twe/  pate
lower at 83%). ""“}:’h"m . 26-May 2025 | Roland Garros _ Carlos Alcaraz _Sin
Yet there's a twist, Since 2024, " s 1-May 2028 | Rome Masters _ Carlos Micaraz | Sinner
Alcaraz and Sinner have faced off  chart2a Chart2s 13-Jan-2025 | Australian Open  Sinner Alexander 2verev.
five times - including three finals Three tie-breaks 11-Now-2024 | Tour Finals Sinner Fritz
~ and each time the Spaniard has 2 ¥ Shanghal o
emerged  victorious.  Sinner I o h 2O | paters bk
reached 12 finals in this period, i" Ieiala 26-Sepr2024 |Belfing  |CarlosMicaraz Sinner
winning all nine in which his oppo- 26Mig2024 |USOpen | Sinner JaylorFrit
Nt onks AMcasn :dlble 4. 1raup2024 (SOOI gjoney Frances Tiafos
ile few managed to solve
the Sinner puzzle, Alcaraz, despite :L:"' :: “u:; :""’ :"" Huine
faltering against others, has main- % g pen R b :" o
a flawless record against the . Rogierdes nner Mo Do Mingyr
talian in the last 18 months. SOURCE: TS AsSTRACT | 1S-Jar-2024 i
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FIFTY YEARS AGO

Regular looting of rail
wagons at Waltair

Visakhapatnam, June 10: Railway wagon parts,
coal and pig iron are the major articles stolen
from wagons stationed at the marshalling yard
in Wululr

At hut

JUNE 11, 1975

lem, behind every al
mcanm\dhnpldcmlmdlm The two
km, stretch of the marshalling yard between
Kancharapalem and NAD Colony is the

ble area for the mi Some
residents say the looters carry the booty
unchecked by the Railway Protection Force both
during night and day,

In recent raids conducted by the railway
authorities, five lorry-loads of iron and steel
were recovered from some of the local roiling
mills. The detection of stolen property or the
apprehension of miscreants has its own hazards.
In one incident, an Assistant Security Officer,
was surrounded by a gang of 40 men armed
with sticks and knives, The timely arrival of the
RPF men saved him. Instances have been
narrated of how some of the loyal employees,
who tried to prevent wagon-looting, were
beaten up by the looters while the co-employees
remained silent lmcumn. “Top officials do not
rule out the possibility that some of the
employees are accomplices to the looting.

The Chief Commercial Superintendent
South-Eastern Railway held discussions here on
May 31 with the local and South Central Railway
officials on the looting of wagons and decided to
intensify the patrolling of the yard and trains. It
was resolved to run block trains with full
wagon-loads of iron and steel and arrange for
escort till the train reached the destination,

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO JUNE 11, 1925
A hospital for Europeans?

“The Madras Mail”, the representative organ of
the an community in Madras, in the
course of a leading article under the caption
¥ of a Madras hospital”, denies the truth
of the rumour that the Royapettah Hospital is to
be converted into one for Europeans, "It is
preposterous,” it says, “that with all the beauty
spots of Madras open to it, with the glorious
official bungalows on the Adyar waiting to be
seized, this party (of Europeans) should have
chosen a place so dusty and noisy for the
housing of the European sick.”

=]
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T’gana Cabinet rejig may
set Cong’s 2029 roadmap

!helndhnNAﬂnnnl&xwulmNnnmmuinouunnpuumdld)M
ment but a calculated move with wider implications for the ‘rrry national-
ly. At the care of this political recalibration is the theme ice,
uh\chthepmyhnm as rhetoric rather than in tangible deliverables, In

Telangana, however, the Congress appears to muwnhnnmdzllhm
cmddbsmnemehlummnzmynnlndhdemnluralzwlnmemnupmm
2029 general elections.

Thekcumnfmhhmn mmmmmcumm:wonm
the Cabinet, and the appoimtment
of a legslal &umlhe&cheduld'mbuudaplm -

bly reflects a deliberate attempt to balance caste equations, y followed a si-
milar format for the appointment of vice- ts and geny -aumrhof
27 vice-presidents, elght are from the cmwnunxry five from SC, two from ST,
and three minorities, making up cent of all — 8l
"lpmm\nmnheI!tSupmueCmmlhmdn an
th.nchldnunm.k Revanth

has made a effort &

government and

law raising quotas for _mu';g“" ";g ""‘""‘"
BC, as

luwing it up wilh a law mcmnng reservation for
categorising of SC  BC, uwdlnmmplellmﬂnnuhammngntsc
has demonstrated its sevious-

groups, the Col
ﬂ"'"‘e‘“": Dess abiout social justice through higher levels of af
forced Prime Minister
serlousness about Nurendra Modiled NDA government to announce
soclal justice the natlonwide caste census, and showcased
as & political laboratary for the Congress,

Telangana
is unut its lmplemmmm requires more than mere sym-
M%m o — be it in education, e yment, welfare dis-

mmim.orhndnmu—- must transparently reach lnhepuﬂiem
il ities do not perceive any improvement in their lives, the

stal
'I'hn biggest drawback of the Congress is internal factionalism, which has histor-
mllycrlwladme and scuttled its prospects when it faces a strong rival. The
dluemnumrkoﬂnumnl&macﬂcy However,
nmun(ummcomcm fact that the nature of elections has changed in
India and unless a pcnvmhnnneunll, it canmot fight highly centralised par-
ne:hn!he&!l’nr

The social just mgrm nd- d

Justi ll\l¢ an htohs\:al
which for long nmm & defu country n.nd hanemnd
mumnnalybun(he"’l‘lwnhNoAhznmﬂve )bt'lnr Nowlhlllhe&ll’
has got itself en country’s pmwrlmmmm e Congress needs
reinvent itself to remain rehv-nl n pnlnla, Nnuam shows how lndut
Grand Old Party wants to repurpose itsell

Upgrade urban transport infra

he tragedy of four people, most of them youngsters, falling to their

death from a suburban train in Mumbal on Monday is a stark

reminder of the inadequate urban infrastructure e have to live
with ite the Indian guvemmenl boasting about the so-called demo-
graphic dividend India is said to be reaping.

The Mumbai suburban train service is a miracle in itself: It operates
about 2,500 services and carries more than 7.5 million commuters every
day on a network spread over 450 kilometres. Reports suggest that seven
passengers lose their lives daily on the network. It is time the authorities
serfously looked at improving the m!ely methamlm in the network.

But that alone is not enough. The population of India almost doubles
every 32 Yum. according to mldln but the country has hardly seen facil-
ities, including transport inf ucture, keeping pace with it. After the
Delhi Metro that was commissioned two decades ago, and the launch of
limited Metro rail services in some major cities, no planned development
has happened in the country to make denizens’ life easier.

The t parallel India can have is China, again & populous country,
which has revolutionised urban infrastructure as its economy progressed,
Studies say the number of cities in China has increased from 193 to 650
between 1978 and 2015, a growth of over threefold. India, on the other hand,
saw no development of new cities except those which had an organic
growth. The NDA government had talked of 100 smart cities across India
when it came to power in 2014 but the project has made no substantial

prosreu.

India has been investing in road infrastructure in a planned mode for the
last three decades, starting with the Golden Quadrilateral prngc( way back
in the late 1900s. This has offered connectivity between citles and given
rural areas an access to the national network. It is time the government
noticed the massive requirement of urban infrastructure as it aims to see
India as a developed country by 2047,
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Is the ‘zing’ missing? Modi

rime  Minister
arendra is

a  mesmerising

sage has t masses
entrapped, His high-volt-

aise of the
motherland, Bharat Mata
Ki Jai, prompts his audi-
ence 1o respond, usually,
with a roar of support.

h:lluwlng his in
Bihar's u\;:*c after

Opermm Slndnor where

he declared that “sindoor”
(vermi lmpowﬂmnnln
his veins and Pak
would be inflicted with

unimaginable punishment,
his recent speeches are
mlnuely bereft of that
spark that ignites the popu-

lar imagination.

llllnsuule. Mr Modi
sounds dull and hack-
neyed. Or else, the masses

and us have grown {M
m«.nmg o him speak over
n

open
rnlll'lg1 arch bridge and

e first of Vande
Bharat trains ralling in the
Valley. The J&K trip was
hmnnc for two reasons; it
was Mr Modi's first visit to
the re;lnn after  the
Pahalgam killings by ter
rorists, who, incidentally,
have not yet been found

and neutralised.

Down in the phlmL the
PM has been
wl(\’hunulnNew
and planting a sindoor
Orellana) sapling in

al residence’s gar

den, Nagging off trains and

ing, in one go, a total

lmmmrbhhd Amrit

Bharat railway stations, to
signal that all is well.

;?

With the nvitation now
ohumed

I'rlmc Mlnmer
Carney, who came under
nnﬂrmnhmmnmm
Modi, there cannot be
many reasons why he
noundlmg mmrﬂlhhﬁ
yardstick of rationality

applied, he should have no
reason to be this way.

Mark

(ouch! India is now in
fourth place, surpassing

Sabka Saath, Sabka Vlkll.
has luemedxd

The only reason Mr Modi
hnlnhedmmhnuuhe
ml’hmnm lmhe

mrnl cloclum He hu
cause to be satisfled that
the NDA has a majarity, Is
in a stable equilibrium, to
lwer him i power till 2009,
it that the cost of main-
taining the equmhruun is
wving to ? From
Jooks of It pmh-m
not; despite being a m!

nln.lmlm()ppulmnhln
believed, unconstitu-
laml

) endment
ha:dmllad out the
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might need strategy reset

to represent India overseas
included enough Muﬁltm
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overhauled criminal and
civil  code  with  the
Bharatiya Nyay Sanhita
coming into effect from
July 1,224,

It has pulled off a great
political  finesse by
announcing that the caste
census would be done
simultaneously with the

a demand

eenuu hn been lumnr:l
The probability
huh that the hl!mlmm
constituencies wi

one-third of the seats in
Lok Sabha and state As-

, Biv-
ing the PM time to it
trees (even If this is the
wrang time of lndnln)

ot BV e

leaders of substance,
Modi d to
on its sworn politi-
The mlm

adversaries. eV
delegations India sent out
to represent the natlon's
tw the

has assiduously nied
representation in  their
lists of candidates

Lok Sabha and Assembly
elections, The Opposition
has done him a huge
favour and he knows that
there are no free lunches,
Rahul Gandhi and the
Congress may be Mr
Maodl's favourite punchi
bag in election season

out of it, but the Congress
and other Opposition par-
ties have supplied the
diversity that the Medi

Jinnah's playbook on com-
munnlhlng and dividing
the n, declaring that

elections in Assam, West
Bengal, Kerala and Tamil
Nadu, a sort of hiatus,
when he is in s

motion? Is it because the

Gl
BJl'hmu\clmu mlu
ability to represent a
nation as diverse as India,
now kicked in? In order to
ensure that the delegations
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national crisis.

could be why Mr

Modi as the BJP'- star
the per-

wnn leads a Hmdu

urlty nation, is Jooking

sounding so different

fmm his usual abrasive-
aggressive self,

Shikha Mukerjee is
senior }oumnlmt:
Kolkata
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CHINESE CHECKERS

A leaked report from Rus-
sia’s Federal Security Ser-
vice, quoted by NYT, rev-
eals a surprising contradic-
tion to the image of an un-
breakable Moscow-Beijing
alliance. Beijing has been
recruiting Russian scientists
and intelligence officers,
especially those in vulnera-
ble positions. Chinese re-
search institutions and min-
ing companies are being
used as covers, targeting
the Arctic and Russian Far
East, including Viadivostok.
There are also concerns
that China is laying the ide-
ological groundwork for
future territorial claims.
FSB has launched a coun-
terintelligence operation,
“Entente-4", aimed at
curbing Chinese infiltration.
Amarjeet Kumar
Hazaribagh

SKY GAMES

INDIA is poised leT‘Im muuga
chapter in its space as Group
Captain Shubhanshu ""'.'ﬂ leads the
Axiom-4 mlnlan to the International
Space Station. More than a sclentific
venture, this launch symbolises India’s
a'wmulnhll stature, scientific ambi-

liness for long-duration
human spaceflight. With ISRO's active
suppart and Indian Air Force's

Mumbail

2 EXAMS BAD IDEA

UNION EDUCATION minister Dhar-
mendra Pradhan’s statement that two

-lntdptul.ureanltumm
In the moment ane entees Clnn
)L one is reminded constantly by

ts, teachers and even rthﬂvu m.x
lhaywﬂlhnvemhluﬂ»&nm‘ﬂ!y
are given a long list of do's and don'ts

pressure
earlier even. Hence the ministry
should reconsider this idea, [fatall it is
hnphmmn!d.lhenmmmmldlz

D.B, Madan
New Delhi
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Beyond medicine:
The unspoken link
that connects grief

and cancer care...
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already undergone proton thera- her tumour, | explored her story. She had A
m{mnmlr mm-yﬂrmwmﬂmﬂ
dutiful, e 1 “h- the
someone emotions to meet
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{ Even if you are on the right
track, you'll get run over if
you just sit there Wil Rodgers
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2 _*;BR'\IT'&’:I‘SP“:"'WF'{- the Ukraine and its Western supporters, sensing the imbalance S{‘:"“l:‘:”w‘“tl‘lﬂf:’g- ;“T'll '\"‘*l‘.‘lh

INDIAN EXPRESS 1S NOT AN ey ot . Wik Moece vis-a-vis Russian weaponry and firepower, face the spectre g o i g, i b
INDUSTRY. IT IS A MISSION. ' ’ detects NATO's footprint of a World War | implosion sooner or later coemluded that the MPlsopernt.ion on June
— Ramnath Goenka —MI6, in particular—was an 1 neither dented Russia’s nuclear deter-

R 5 U point in the Ukraine rent capability nor impacted the military

TRUMP-MUSK FARCE:
EGOS CAN CHIP AWAY AT
AMERICAN ENTERPRISE

HE feud between US President Donald Trump and

billionaire Elon Musk reads like a reality show gone

rogue—absurd in tone, dangerously real in conse-

quence, While it may appear to be a personal spat

between two egotists—one the world's most powerful
politician, the other its richest man—the fallout could re-
shape the Intersection of business, politics, and national
infrastructure in deeply troubling ways. Once thick allles
in politics, finance, and strategy, Trump and Musk now
appear locked in a spiral of mutually hurting threats, The
US president claimed Musk “lost his mind," and Musk fired
back on X: "“Trump has 3.5 years left as president, but I will
be around for 40-plus years.”

Behind the bravado lies real power. Musk's companies,
Including SpaceX, Tesla, and Starlink, have benefited enor-
mously from government contracts—SpaceX alone has re-
celved over §20 billion since 2008, A fuming Trump threat-
ened to terminate these deals to save “billions.” Musk
impulsively countered, saying he would d i

R

conflict that could disrupt

peace talks, compel President Donald
Trump to disengage from President
Viadimir Putin and derail US-Russia nor-
malisation, but in the 11 days that fol-
lowed, nothing of the sox

Diplomacy will continue; 'Prump re-
mains engaged with Putin, and he shows
no enthusiasm for ‘Biden's war' A face-to-
face meeting at the Oval Office on June §
between Trump and vlslﬂn( German
Chancellor could only pa-
per over their dlﬂeuncal Merz later said
he told Trump privately that “he is the key
person in the world who can really do that
Ibrlngins peace]—by putting pressure on
Russia”. However, Trump was unmoved,

New facts on thagmund will knplhap
‘"5
major wnn(gg Korea or Vietnam). La.u
weelwnd. a Russian tank division entered

th

dl)\ebniep!rmverfnnhsﬂmllmem
the war, while a northern thrust is rapidly
advancing toward the strategic city of
Sumy, which is now only 25 km from the
frontline—and 200 km from Kiev

Ukraine and its Western supporters,
sensing the imbalance vis-a-vis Russian
walponry and firepower, valnerability to

Dragon spacecraft that s and !
to the International Space Station. Though he quickly back-
tracked, the message was clear; he is willing to use public
services as leverage In a personal feud, This is where the
drama turns truly dangerous. That a single billionaire can
disrupt America’s space programme or potentially affect
national defence operations reveals just how fragile this
public-private dependency has become.

What once were collective public endeavours—space
travel, defence, innovation—are now at the mercy of erratic
personalities. The US has no near-term replacement for
SpaceX's Falcon 9 or Dragon capsules, and Musk knows it
more than anyone else, The political stakes are no smaller.
Musk has donated nearty $300 million to Republicans in the
past year, money the party will sorely miss if he withdraws
or, worse, turns it against them, Trump s inner circle
remains tied to r y igating Musk's
companies, from Tesla’s driverless taxis to labour practices.
With both men capable of inflicting institutional damage,
thelir unravelling alliance is already spilling beyond rheto-
ric. This isn't just an elite squabble. It's a warning. When
two men with oversized egos and overlapping empires fall
out, it's the public that pays the price. The Trump-Musk
drama may play out on social media, but its consequences
are real and dangerously far-reaching.

MUMBAIKARS DON'T NEED
THIS RUSH-HOUR NEMESIS

UMBAL'S local or suburban rail network is the teem-
Ing city's lifeline. The vital yet perilous tracks bared
their dark side on Monday in a tragic accident be-

S
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le Russian missile attacks, and
acute shortage of trained fighters, face
the spectre of a World War 1 implosion
sooner or later: This grim scenario breeds
desperate acts of asymmetrical war. In the
estimation of The Washington Post col-
umnist David Ignatius, who is wired into
the US security establishment, “Ukraine
will depend more than ever on its intelli-
gence services... covert operations could
expand intoa ‘dirty war’ beyond the front,
with more targetad killings, sabotage, and
strikes ... O, ion Spiderweb was a bold
Ukrainian attempt to reset the table ...
Other sophisticated operations are in the
works, intelligence sources tell me.”
What did ‘ation Spiderweb achieve?
In military terms, nothing Russians as-
sert that no strategic bomber was de-
stroyed and the damaged aircraft number
only half a dozen. The global strategic bal-
ance has not tilted against Russia. Indeed,
there is shock and awe in the strategic
community, including in the US, that the
START treaty, which was

OP SPIDERWEB FAILS
TO “TRUMP-PROOF’
THE UKRAINE WAR

O

M K BHADRAKUMAR

powers shall be parked at all times in open
space visible to satellites has been upset.

Beyond a doubt, without Western intel-
ligence's real-time satellite data and ex-
pertise, Ukraine simply couldn't have
undertaken such a sophisticated opera-
tion with mathematical precision across
Russia’s vast expanse spanning
11 time zones,

‘These are times fraught with peril. The
US has withdrawn from Cold War-era
arms control treaties, especially the piv-
otal Treaty on Intermediate-range Nu-
clear Forces in 1987, and fresh negotia-
tions are impossible vrnhoul asettlerent
inUkraine. N Ei s rearma-

painstakingly by the US and Russia, has
been violated with the attack on the nu-
clear triad and the mutual understanding
that the nuclear bombers of the two great

urope’s
ment is an emergent reality, and Russia's
border with NATO has jun duuhllad in
size after the Biden ad

L

Feemes dphomat

MR

0URNY BOY

NATO sub-groupings, such as the Nordic-
Baltic axis, are surfacing in Russia’s
northern Arctic tier, characterised by a
high degree of military capacity and
deeply hostile attitudes toward Moscow.
Suffice it to say, nuclear decapitation
scenarios and hair-trigger warning times
are returning, as the US is scheduled to
deploy new intermediate-range missiles
in Germany next year, and the political
greuluv to pair them with nuclear war-
eads will be enormous, Germany's new
right-wing leadership is toying with the
idea of their own nuclear weapons! Merz
is on record that he would like talks with
France and Britain about sharing their
nuclear weapons,
It is n¢nmn such a complex backdrop

joled Finland to join the alliance. New

of security that Pu-
tin' lfulllpem'um response to Operation

BROUGHT TO BAY IN DANDAKARANYA

balance in the war. Russia has previously
also repaired strategic bombers, But Pu-
tin is furious about such a febrile attempt
by Western intelligence to undermine
the peace talks.

There is no reason to doubt top Rus-
sian pundit Fyodor Lukyanov's progno-
sis in government daily Ressiyskaya
Gazeta: “A response from Russia to Sun-
day’s... attacks is inevitable. It will likely
be proportional to the scale of Ukraine’s
iu'lkn Importantly, this response will
not be aimed solely at Kiev. It will be a
message to all involved parties-includ-
ing the United States and Western Eu-
rope. Russia’s reply must reflect the mul-
tifaceted nature of the conflict and its
many audiences,”

ln the final analysis, Putin’ 's stance is

namely, no is pos-
sible without a basic agreement on the
terms of a future settlement, and mean-
while, military force to create new facts
on the ground remains the key negotiat-
ing tool. The talks so far have proceeded
on Russia's terms, viz., no ultimatums,
no artificial deadlines, and a carefully
staged approach to dialogue. The proaln

should

Trump, who also wants talks, is a v:ml
p!Ayer and will inevitably remain so, as

real conversations to shape a European
security architecture are yet to begin.
The “root causes of the conflict™ must be
tackled, too, and changing conditions
on the ground in an attritional war al-
most always soften even the most
rigid positions,

Trump has quietly signalled his inten-
tion to remain engaged with Putin by in-
viting him to mediate with Iran on the
nuclear issue, which is a foreign policy
prkn'ny Putin agreed and is travelling to

Tehran in the coming weeks.

There are other signals, too. Trump is
reportedly counselling lawmakers to go
slow on a bill by Senator Lindsey Graham
calling for “bone-breaking” sanctions on
Russia, Trump will most likely water
down the G-7 statement after the summit
in Canada on June 15-17. The NATO Sum-
mit (June 24-25) in The Hague is trimming
its Ukraine-related part of the agenda.

Europeans are furious. French Presi-
dent Emmanuel Macron vents his anger
by visiting Greenland on June 15, en route
to the G-7 Summit, in a show of support
for the territory coveted by Trump.

(Views are personal)

MAILBAG
WRITETO: letters@newindianexpress.com

Change attitude
Ref: Rights of all consenting adults not

[ HE general secretary of the pro- SRR il | R up for debate (June 10). Young adults are
m'“"‘h"efﬁmﬁﬁm““pmmm‘”"""’g ble, hanging acribe Cihaaciay Narobmin ko || e O capable of shaping India's politcal feture.
of them died. The accident happened on a that nar :lmu: ‘I;n alias Basavaraju, was RKVU [—— However, adults are often denled thew
cawrve an exchange of fire with agency and rights. Dccasionally, inspiring
rowed the gap between the trains and the commuters col- the Chhattisgarh police on May 21 judgments do address individual cases, but
lided. A mainly north-south, 450-kilometre rail network, one in the Indravati area of Abujhmad not the broader issue, Societal attitudes
of the oldest and busiest in the world, it ferries 7.5 million (the unknown hills). Not less than  have been killed in Chhattisgarh the use of drones for surveillance

commuters daily squeezed like sardines in unbearably hot
and sweaty com| ts. The more adventurous hang on
for dear life riding to work on the footboards, That's why it
is also among the deadliest networks. From 2005 to 2024, an
estimated 51,802 lives were lost — an average of seven deaths
every single day. These are not mere numbers but people,
delivery workers, office clerks, electricians, and lakhs of
others who keep the city running. They leave home every

lier, too, A few air-conditioned locals already serve the net-

26 members of his security posse/compo-
nent, widely knnwn as OC (central commit-
tee) protection co y (Company No. 7 of
People’s Liberation Guerrllll Armyf
PLGA), also got killed in the firefight, which
continued for over three days, One jawan of
district Narayanpur was mnrtyud in the
first burlluf bu.lleulrwn Maoists. This

by the
District RxmrveGulnh (DRG) of Narayan-

were killed in a 21-day long joint operation

since early
2024. Last August, Union Home Minister
Amit Shah announced that the Maoists
would be eliminated from this country by
March 2026, Since then, the anti-Maoist op-
erations have been scaled up. Cooperation
among central and State police forces has
been enhanced. While the number of secu-
rity camps has been increasing for a long
time, the recent and establish-

11 of theft Aty

and digital wireless sets for secure commu-
nication

s%ﬂemmhmbmmlnmmtm
the technology used for detecting IEDs, the
installation of mobile towers in remote ar-
m‘hn improved actionable intelligence,

ciency Thus, while the strong political will
of the Centre and the State has generated

the central committee (CC) review of De-

mest change.
Sridevi

K, Hyderabad

Houdini

Ref: Alcasaz and Sinner kick off endering
thvairy fov futore (June 10). Watching
Alcaraz's French Open win after being two
sets down and saving three championship
match points against Sinner in five howrs
was pulsating. Trely witnessed a Houdinl-

gross neglect towards everyday local trains

morning not knowing if they wlll return nnley. ment of camps in Abujhmad and south Bas-  synergy among the forces, the strengthen- styled comeback magic.
The Railway Board di. d that ] pur, Bijapur, and Dantewada, The operation  tar have filled many security vacuums that  ing of the security infrastructure has given Devadas V, Kanaur
suburban rakes will now be fitted with automatic closing ¢ was planned and executed under the super-  existed ruryun'm\sh-glwnumlemmy teeth to the anti-Maoist operations. Prioritise foundations
doors. It's the case of closing the stable doors after the horses & M“\‘lmmm&éﬁ&m“ mupeuumulmﬁmdmu’m m"mm w‘l::ndmmd ink Ref- Crush hour: 6 killed after falling off
Auto! door: beenpromisedear. ¢  Police, Narayanpur, batch, oists’ movement in the area. in continued to expand, gaining . d er falling of
have bolted. matioclosing Shave - é In yet another tough operation, 31 Maoists the DRG has strength militarily until 2010, admitted in moving tralns (June 10). Ratlways showcase
§

work, but the overwhelming rakes are non-AC. Officials have
always trotted out the excuse that converting non-AC rakes to
ones with automatic doors runs the risk of suffocating com-
muters, If they are good enough for other cities and modern
rail systems, why not for Mumbai? Now, pushed against the
wall, the Raillways are toying with louvres for the doors and
high-pressure fans on the ceiling to pump in the air.

The blame also lies with the city’s growing spatial inequal-
ity Mumbal's unaffordable real estate prices explain the high
suburban commuter traffic. People live on the outskirts where
home prices pinch less. The downside is they spend long
hours commuting. It is the trudge of these millions that turns

conducted by the CRPF and DRG (and STF)
on the steep Karregutta hills (spread over
about 50 km x 10km), which separate district
Bijapur (of Chhattisgarh) from Telangana.
As these hills were of great strategic .
tance for the Maoists, they planted a large
number of TEDs (over 400 detected and dif-
fused) to deter security forces from ap-
proaching them. The humidity was so in-
tense that some jawans had to be evacuated
by air due to exhaustion. The Superintend-
ent of Police, Bijapur, Jitendra Yaday, from
the 2018 IPS batch, demonstrated his capa-

cember 2020 that their mass base has been
diluting, desertion has been increasing, and
their area of influence has been shrinking
since 2011. Still, they did not change their
agenda of converting Dandakaranya
and BiharJharkhand into a base area, the
PLGA into PLA, and the guerrilla war into
amobile war, using their three magic weap-
muﬂuplmmelrmmdmgunhaim

However, more recently, in August 2004, the
Puolitburo of the CPI (Maoist) said they were

£ ina state of temporary sethack and had re-

treated across the entire country. They de-

days after showcasing engineering marvels
Like the Chenab bridge. Crores are spent
on speed and show, while basic safety is
Ignored. Preventive measures must take

priority aver post-tr responses.
uws«-ﬂu

Dual blow

Ref: Container vessel an fire off Kerala
coast (June 10). The explosion in a
container ship off the Kerala coast is to be
Investigated deeply in the light of Ukraine’s
attack on Russia by smuggling drones

the wheels of the city. Commuter organisations have been bilities in the successful execution of the While the strong political will cided to avoid the security forces encireling In wooden containess. The goverament
demanding more rakes, a four-track system between Kurla operation and ensured proper coordination of the Centre and the State them (their leadership and cadres) by break- should take swift action and pay adequate
and Kalyan where the commuter load is the heaviest and a among the forces, One can gauge the impor- has ted ing up their formations into smaller units. compensation to the fishermen,
special authority for Mumbal's suburban raflway It is time  § tance of the Central Armed Police Forces generated synergy among S$till, they resolved to attack the security PG 3
forofficadom to ke wp and sopdeatbsontheracks. £ L g ndiy O stngthringlhesaaty | - Trobaaha ek | Undignifed vitations
are in o continuot
ocoupy the most forward posts. m.mm.":mmmm Ref: Ml treatment: ndian student
Records show that Maoist violence has for initiating peace talks and stop opers- to fivor {lune 10). The Ministry of External
declined over the The Min- the anti-Maoist operations tons. The CC members e notbee able Aftlrs should take up the issoe with thelr

FAIRAIEDUCATION
EVERAL states have begun teaching Al in schools, but
India needx a natlonal teaching framework to integrate

past years,
istry of Home Affairs (MHA) reduced the
numberof districts under its sacurity-relat-
ed expenditure (SRE) scheme from 72 in 10
states in 2021 to 58 (with 38 designated as

tribals familiar with the hilly and forested
terrain, which is considered conducive for
wuhung\z‘rﬁlla wu:'me!)‘ﬂGlIf}:‘un

d decide their dis-

us ‘on what charges the

doiﬂloneti the DK special zonal commit-
tze{DKSKZ) members, Rupesh alias Satish,

However, the governments are not ready to
budge from their deadline of eliminating

young Indlan student was being treated so
inhemanly. The incident is shocking, and it be
made sure through diplomatic channles that

All fon, China, for { has made Al man- LWE-affected) in eight states during are-  spr sur It s not repeated.
datory in schools from this September. [ts national policy view in March 2024, In another review in  been inducted into the force (after complet-  Maoists by March 2006. They want Maoists L Pasashuram, Bengalury
specifies syllabl, taught hours and required infrastructure, April 2025, this number further reduced  ing i poli to surrender i and join the
Its standardised curriculum and teaching apparatus target from 38 in eight states to 18 in seven states.  department) under the State's rehabilita-  mainstream. However, the killing of the Vulnerable venerable
auniform Al literacy level. India has got the theorles right, The number of LWE-affected districts in  tion policy It is a sanctioned regular force  Maoist’s secredary has given them a Ref: Sifent elderly crisis amid rapld
not the implementation. An official paper highlights funda- Chhattisgarh reduced from 15 to 7 in the  that evolved. The Bastar fighters force  big jolt. We have to wait for their next strat- demagraphic shift {bune 10), It is deeply
same period. While it does not seem the (2,100 strong), sanctioned during the previ-  egy after they elevate a CC member to the distressing that a major section of the

mental challenges: half of the schools lack internet access
and uninterrupted power, and half of the teachers are in-

Maoist organisations have disappeared

ous Congress mv!rnmem for the emlre

pand necnmry genenl 'nuy probably

aged in our sockety are feeling isolated and

- from the unclassified districts, their mass  Bastar range further either the war gutted at the fag end of their lives. Muth
trained in use, with the percentage hase and violence have surely declined. hamd the capacity loﬁ;m and Ilundl m for some time and incur losses or unilater- more needs to be done by organisations and
abysmally low at the primary level, Fill these gaps to ensure Over ists (includi | of thesoil  ally withdraw and seek a peaceful solution, authorities to assuage their griefs.
Al is and i and state have turned (hemhhlnlhnn: (Views are personal) Biju C Mathew, e-mail
THE NEW INDIAN EXPRESS
Mano| Ku
Pubiished ty R ll‘— 'of Express Publications (| m»—mnmxo—umm MMIMMQMIMMMM)AMMMMH- Survey Na 46, Part Yarandshalll Village, Jigani Mobl,
Anekal Tahsk. Bengalurn, - 56 mw 61, No. 136 RN Reeg. No. 34501960, Phone: 080-22066093.
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A privacy shield should
not end up as a barrier

Websites must adopt new consent protocols while Al chatbots grab web traffic. Sites taking

a user-friendly approach could keep users engaged and resist Al dominance of the internet

SR heinternet’s interface with users
has been jostled over all the way
from its early days of web browsers
totoday’s handy mobile apps. Now
tools of artificial intelligence (AI)
have entered the fray, just as India’s

online privacy law isabout to kick in. Together,

they could alter the dynamics of internet usage.

First, consider the rise of Al chatbots since the

launch of OpenAl's Chat GPT in late 2022,

According to Mary Seeker’s report on Al

trends cited by Plain Facts in Mint, India has

more users of ChatGPT's mobile app than

any other country; April data shows that we

account for 13.5% of this chatbot's global user

base, with the US share of 8.9% placing its
home market second. The concept has clearly
caught on, which explains why search engines
like Google and Bing now offer similar Al fea-
tures. Some seekers of information have begun
tosee Al ated snapshots as sufficient,

Tobe sure, India’s privacy law offers avalua-
ble shield against the misuse of our personal
data. The battle for this law was hard-fought,
and while it's imperfect, it serves as a vital piece
ofarmoury. Its rules need to be implemented
without ado. The worry lies elsewhere—in user
behaviour. Although online privacy has been a
rallying cry, users of apps and sites are reluctant
toscroll through ‘terms and conditions’ when
it'ssomuch easier to click blindly on an ‘Tagree’
box and proceed. In part, the privacy law is
designed tosolve this problem of signing away
rights without realizing what it might imply.
Yet, while the law clearly aims to ensure that
users know exactly what they are getting into,
whether they'll view point-by-point consent
tick-boxes as a hurdle is yet to be tested. This
assumes salience in the context of behavioural
patterns that place a premium on speed. Web
users who want to find out something fast, for

ple, are often content to consult a chatbot

which means they often do not visit source
websites even when chatbots present thema
set of links. This suggests significant tolerance
of Al's hallucinatory risks. Meanwhile, all ‘data
fiduciaries’ that operate in India, such assites
that ask for our identity and other details, may
soon have to meet new user-consent norms
under the Digital Personal Data Protection Act
012023 (once final rules are notified). Not only
must they obtain our explicit opt-in consent
for each purpose they plan to use our data for-
be it toset the site right for us, pool our files in
for ameta-data analysis, aim personalized ads
atus, or whatever—they must also let us flip
past choices and delete data accordingly. If
the mandatory protocols for all this prove too
clunky, they could get in the way of website
access just as Al begins to impact web trafTic,

and save time on adeeper delve. If visiting a
new site involves a consent rigmarole, even
more web traffic may flock towards chatbots
and stay there. Conceivably, this trend may
concentrate power in a handful of AT market
leaders that own a popular interface. 1U's not just
about information. Versatile tools of Agentic Al
offering to execute odd tasks for us could come
next to impact websites driven by interactivity.

While itis unclear if Al bots could fill up
online consent forms on our behalf (via, say, a
digital power-of-attorney device), it's clear that
any such concentration of power would pose
antitrust risks. To resist Al dominance, sundry
websites must keep users engaged directly. And
tothat end, they will need to keep their privacy
protocols as user-friendly as possible. A shield
should not end up asa barrier.

| My viEw
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China risks overplaying its hand
by restricting rare earth exports

Export restrictions tend to encourage innovations aimed at reduced dependence on such shipments

NIRANJAN RAJADHYAKSHA
Is executive director at Artha Incka
Research Advisors.

™ hinah

First, how important the inpat s in n--

minerals. I’mnlm IMI) an pnuh-d by

production stracture of th
eoonomy. Second, how casy or dlﬂk‘ull
itistoincrease the production of that
Input in response to higher prices that
naturally follow restricted supplies,
Third, how concentrated the produc
tion of that input is in ane country or in
asmall cartel of countries,

Rare carth minerals are needed in
many important industries, their
supplies are Inelastic and China hasa
massive share in thedr production,

That suggests that the rest of the
world will be at the mercy of China.

However, such events create hu o

ain
L/ Its dominant position In lhv

supply of rare earth minerals. It
has imposed stringent export curbs on
these elements that are critical inputs in
arvange of industrles from automobiles
toaerospace and defenc
comes a a response to US restrictions
on the export of semiconductor tech:
nology to China,

These battles are bedng wiged against
the backdrop of a broader truce in the
once-escalating trade war between the
world's two largest natlonal economies.

The Chinese chokehold on the sup-
ply of rare earth minerals has sent a jolt
through many industeies in other parts
of the world, Including India, For exam-
ple, there are fears that assembly lines
inthe automobile industry will grind to
ahaltin the coming weeks unless China
starts exporting rare earth minerals
again.

This is not the first time that Beljing
has restricted the flow of rare carth
minerals across its borders. It did so in
2000 after a dispute with Japan on the
high seas, and was foreed to roll hack
Itsexport curbs by the World Trade
Organization in 2005,

Even though China's export ban
wiis targeted at Japan, other countries
naturally saw it as a signal of what could
happen in the years ahead,

The effectiveness of any export
restriction depends on three factors,

tives for g

1nmh1vr wnnlm ! hnulnglrnl dyna-
mism hedped the rest of the world adapt
to Chinese monopoly power in rare
carth minerals,

This s a more general lesson. Jensen
Huang, the head of chip-maker Nvidia,
sitbd at a recent technology industry
event in Tuipel that firm attempts by
succossive US administrations to deny
Chinaaccess to advanced technology
have actually spurred rather than hin-
dered Chinese innovation, Tl\u Iru ll

It are very, very
very determined, and the export mnlml
gave them the spirit, the energy ammu-

Thl'ﬂ‘ hgwhnpu'n Im«m tobe leamnt
here from what happened after the first
oll shock to hit the world in 1973, The oil
embargo that year brought many econ
omiles to thedr knees, but it also led toa
sourch for new energy supphies us well
as Incentivized companies in sectors
such as automobiles to bulld more fuel
efficient products,

Can that happen in the case of rare
carth minerals as well?

Ina recent pay nd “Trade and
Industrial Polic: upply Chains:
Directed Technological Change in Rare
Earths, National Bureau of Economic
Research Working Paper,’ four econo-
mists have taken a closer look at the
broader consequences of the earbier
supply squecze, .mm Alfiro, Harakd
Fadinger, Jan 8
Virananda have nhwn lhul mqu nn

wtto I
xlnwlnpmmm ‘ uang was quoted as
saylng by The Guardian.

Parsing his statement provides two
lessons., Fiest, that there needs to bea
private sector innovation ecosystem
that has the ability to respond to elther
higher prices or restricted supplies.
Socond, there have to be at least some
additional government incentives as
wellas policy clarity for innovators.
They complement each other.

“The point ks not to tell a sanguine
story about how all will be well in the
long run. 1t s instead to point out that
dynamic economies adapt to changing
circumstances. “In capitalist reality as
distinguished from its textbook ure,
It ks not (eeaditional) competitio
counts but competition from th
commaodity, the new technology, the
new source of mw]y, the new type of

rostric " wrote the prophet of
imposed by Chinain ')(ll()lﬂmmmln mnmmlkm Joseph Schumpeter, in

inte 1 inno & lism, Socialism and | 0
vt Iunu aswell as exports insectors that | his classic work,

used rare earth minerals as inpuats,
More specifically, they found asurge
In patents in downstream industries
that use rare earth minerals, both in
terms of using them more efficlently as
wellas developing alternatives, This

The Chinese dominance n rare
carths s undoubtedly a strategic lever
that Bedjing will use to Increase its geo-
political heft in an unsettled world,
However, the overuse of such power
will create strong incentives for others

Increase ny

s il to acdapt by aseveryone
Chinaexceeded the overall rise in pat- from West Aslans to Americans have
ents in Industries that use rare carth learnt over the years.
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Ithink data protection
is one of the most important
issues of the 21st century.

TIM COOK

-

Digipin will displace workarounds to getting around

RAHUL MATTHAN

tually every person in the country. But the
challenge st reaching them, it is reaching
them on time. In a world where next-day
|hvllwry Is the norm and 10 minutes s fast

\ / henever | order something
\ @\/ online, I've learnt to provide as

much location information as |

can at checkout, As with most parts of Indla,
the houses on my street are numbered
mnm\ hat at random (mine s 22/0 and my
dghbour'sis 1),

way anyone relying solely on GPS can find
me without help, So they call, Texplain, they

and easily ncoessible on Github, all it takes s
i few AP calls for applications to integrate
with ft. Which means that we no longer need
togo through endless cycles of “turn left at

tathon, our .
Is Just not up Iull\vlnk
Sowe've mnml lu Inumk » O nmpunlm

the temple, th ght after the blue house,”
for deliveries to reach us.

It to the procise Digipln coordinates of my
et Stadolsh

we could remember, a similar allas layer
conld unlock Digipin's mass adoption. Once
we have this, I will be able to register a
phrase like ‘rahulmatthan home’ and map

Then ull

'I'Iw el challenge will be adoption. Digh

and thelrarmie ¥ gl ho 2l able to navigate directly o
ok ppodio therhandiebar :i:l-"'!?"u""".'é"""‘ B Publiclocation "ML,
SESSsarmens | DiSitrmel infmeructwe SRS
s, oy | bt Yty e sty
launched Diglpin, a brand new digital | dotoday, What's needed is covers all of work with India’s own

mightl:
tothis problem. Bv«llwllnunll of India nto
mlllkmuunlm saquares (about the size of a

I8 & partner at Trilegal and the getlostanyway, and we repeat this dance till
author of ‘The Third Way: somehow, with persistence and a lot of
India's Revolutionary Approach  patience, the package finally rea Im\mr
1o Data Governance’. His X “Thisls astory that rep

hancle is @matthan. thmes a day across the length and breadth of

the country. Our addressing system Is so

broken that delivery agents have taken to

calling even before they set out. Desplte
fis il navh

L each with aunique 10-char-
acter name, all you would need to do s find

g tog Y.

gate ke medieval merchants, using divec-

thons like “turn left at the paan shop.”
This s somewhat irondc considering that

India h: i the world'

postal networks, With 155,000 offices and

B0% rural coverage, India Post can reach vir-

A way to translate these
alphanumeric phrases into
something we can recall.
This is & problem that's
already been solved, Inter-

Itwith the delivery agent, who will then be

India will lead
people right up

NaviC satellite constella-
tlon, Ina 2017 Ex Maching

article, 1 had polnted out
that GPS Is"probably mod-
e clvilisation's single

of its addresses are described in relation to
landmarks that lie anywhere between 50
and 1,500 metres away from their actual
location. For an economy that wants to grow
1085 triltion by 2027, procision addressing
it luxury —it's a necessity.

As with every other DPI, the role of the
government should be catalytic, not opera-
tional. | !Mll‘ll'l breakthro ul:mumc'm will

equivalent of Googl or PhonePe—with
an interface o Intuitive that using land-
loswabirer | 1

paying with cash. Early adopters will, no
doubt, be dddivery-heavy businesses, but I'm
far more keen to see the second-order
effocts: How procise addressing will reshape
sockal coordination bn ways that we have yet
1o imagine,

Some 30 years ago, we couldn't imagine

the Diglpin square that corresponds tothe | net websitesareidentified  £O OUIF doorsteps polntof fallure,” given that [ needing the internet; 20 years ago, mobile
exact location of your doorstep and share the | by 12-digit URLs that no it s a US Department of [ phones seemed like a lusury;
ten characte at define itwith whoever | one remembers. However, digital payments felt optional. y
istoreach you. sinceall URL apped toch ¥ ythingwe rely on, e cive add s like a nd 3
Unlike proprictary pinpolnt systems like | thatare easy torec: nll ply tyy s o grids. At this fractious t o we probably won't remember

What3Words, Diglpin s India's latest block ntoa browse Inglobal geop d how we managed without it
of digital public infrastructure (DPD. Free, | ens(DNS) tulnnnlun- tmul THRLs thata n |m our diggital location service relies on our own For too long, we've been finding worka-
open and designed for national scale, it | putercan understand. network of geo- positioning satellites, rounds to getting around. Digipin is our

M g Justas DNS unlocked the web for billions According to MIT Media Lab, Indialoses | chance to finally address our addressing
wice, Sinoe itsspecifly f by i hle URL over 05%of its GDIP annually because 80% | challenge,
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BECAUSE THE TRUTH INVOLVES US ALL

BORDER VIGILS

Assam government’s decision to use 1950 Act against
immigrants raises questions about institutional checks
Hsmcq. the

Som

'S decision to
) Act, 1950, to deport i “foreign-
ers” bytislmcnlkcmts — without mkrmml‘m!wrﬂ‘rbunis(ﬁs)

EDITORIAL PAGE

b bl i it et i,

‘WoRDLY WISE
T1P THE WORLD OVER ON ITS SIDE AND EVERYTHING
LOOSE WILL LAND IN LOS ANGELES.
— FRANK LLoyn WriGHT

Old continent rising

Trump-era volatility has drawn India and Europe closer,

enhancing prospects of amultipolar world

CRAJA M()HAN

EXTERNAL AFFAIRS MINISTER Subrah-
manyam Jaishankar’s visit to Europe this
‘week and Prime Minister Narendra Modi's
travel tuCamda for the G7 summit present

divergence within the West in the Trump
enModnsaIsowsmngCymxsa Croatia,

= h Taw, checks, and the
rights of the vulnerable. While Chief Minister Hi Biswa Sarma tothe

pn _nm(som:ber"‘“‘ i w"-mﬁkn(dlel" i ‘ftln
Justify - maskth d i

mgd\!pmc:nllleyl|lrmugttmnpnsesaclnrmdpmtdal@:&las°pmm
MLAs have rightly pointed out.the state i and the

s move

India's growing interest in
Mediterranean Europe.
D

innocent people,

umented.
In recent weeks, Assam has, by Sarma's own estimate, deported 330 peuple to
Banglxlzsh'l’huwnmnﬁhc 1950 Act would, the OM said, aid i

swing state in the shifting dynamic among
major powers — the US, Russia, and China.

dg!pcr ia-Europe strategic

emment’s pushbac i "“mThrIs“m‘ did
the 1950 Act could be read andac-

tion against illegal immigrants. But it did so within the architecture of existing laws and

s visit aims to. strategic
dialogue with the EL] while reinforcing the
longstanding partnership with France and
strengthening ties with Belgium Modi's G7

it did not di: the existing of FT, nor did it authorise sum-
: 3 < F it summit attendance beyond resetting
y S piciony eve K the peryom Eloteit kit wudhmwusmam itoffers
NRC This distinctioniscruci % ) St g i
dhscretion. rld. faricine upheaval
X A sits at the lex and history. The G7 has long been the voice of the col-
iti waves of lective West, establishing norms for global
ty.andpunml

mwmammﬂumwmmm:gmdm
1980s.

I igil b i Son, not

mm

values, This elite club of industrial democr:

cies — the US, Canada, the UK, Gemnny
France, Italy, and Japan — has arguably been
far more

shortcuts. Even with th f FTs, there have
ries of administrative failures. Sarma's polarising rhetoric of flood jihad and land jikad in
nhmmd!nwm!crus,mu !usnﬁtusmrdmdchznmmmlluldwmwnh
up W snm-..
e i Z 4 slactozalench.

Security whether i i
remain a priority that must be addressed with due seriousness. The Union Ministry of
Hnmmm‘udum:mdmnmummdbmimwmm

h

i (h-ltthNSC.'ﬂm
2025 summit convenes amid

comealls i i
ted long-held  Russian invasion of Ukraine, the UK, France,
alﬂmlslni:lmbcimwlntsﬂs and G i i .

the
de-hy-
plm\mmnfbdrnanﬂlslmﬂnl

Trump's return to the White House has

A & s
leading powers. The Weimar Triangle of
France, Germany and Poland is emerging asa
powerful force in central Europe. Evenas they

West has come under a cloud. Trump's reluc-

in Asia and the Indo-

tance to ds

gemess to deal with Russian leader Viadimir
Putin have alarmed Furopean allies — partic-
ularly Germany, France, and the UK — creating

presence
Pacific. Japan, the G7's soleAsian member. has
long advocated for European engagement in
Asian security amid China’s assertiveness.

afundamental rift within the G7. Despite its ambrvalence toward China, Europe
it hostin 2025, G tiesto ASEAN,
amed i 2 ingi A-mmajapnammm
unresolved political tensions with Trump. he India-E: o
ot now ider i iccal- ma-

culations, historically tied to the US. Prime
Minister Mark Carney’s invitation to Modi is

jor-power relati Deihi
Europe’s push for strategic autonomy aligns

partof,
" i e Indi Trade
Ottawa is iating a defence i
with the EL itsd d- Eumw Corridor aims shape
enceonUS ity the E tivity and secure 7
i 2030 indtiative and advocacy chains amid the US-China rivalry. The

The once-improbable India-
Eumpt Free Trade

visions within the G7. Since the last summit
w Canada in 2018, when his
colleagues confronted a defiant Donald
Trump, these divisions have intensified.
Unlike his predecessor Joe Biden, who em-
phmd allnnm and partnerships, Trump

us secunty commitments but do nn( pay

¥

Butina by suspicion,
nm!d:smgmshbethmynmmlymnmdmpngadmwmm

their fair
blml-leals)bdmallxshmeqtlmd
America through unfair trade prag

withF tive.

\TO — which America es-

now looks
vmhm reach amid Trump's

developing a transatlantic identity more
aligned with Europe than ever.

Under Keir Starmer, the UK — once the

toward Europe. While Brexit aimed to revitalise

supply
EU-India Trade and Technology Council (TTC),
i in 2023, jon in

Al quantum m_mpuring. outer space, and

green
Europe's ReArm Plan (2025), targeting
€800 billion for defence modernisation by

t the Anglasphere, the 2025 UK-EL 2030, y
trade wars. The prop s strategic importance ion with India.Indi icipation in EU
India-Middle East- -Europe forBritain. Under Frieri G
Ecunnmn(omdor(lME() ﬁnd:d decades of strategic passivity. aﬂx;::mmdn!smmde\!m

1 urope,
aims to L) massive defence and infrastructure invest- pand!sunrml:mdnnlnrydwunﬁa—
connectivity and secure ment. positioni For Delhi, Europe offersamuch-

alternative supply chains
amid the US-China rivalry.
The EU-India Trade and
Technology Council (TTC),

the i ice, power, i established in 2023,
lateral d: inth of i urity. Qahlulmdnlmaﬁnspudugnmﬂmd advances cooperation
and the World Wai inAl
little regard for the Five Eyes, the hi mALY o

TRUMP UNCHECKED
In Los Angeles, the US President is escalating
acrisis of his own making

OSANGELES,IN Americaslargest

the popu-
2006im-
migration reform demonstrations, more than 500,000 people marched in LA
ahlgln lwlvnknlmmmmdm:mmmdfulumm
The Watts
Mdl%mm%m&dmwﬂmgmmndm!ndby@n

The city

close-knit Anglo-American alliance that pre-
dates NATO. His suggestion that Canada be-

outer space, and
green technologies.

ity ?adaship Berlin's dual strategy — lgd—

ltzdeddq!hmkdn‘spw-wwum

Together, they

bnth realism and ambition. Emmanuel

ufalqnhrdnmnmbyﬂ!mmﬂuu

in 2
ing to ext!nd its nuclear umbrella over

Thewriteris adistinguished fellow at the
European partners and wants to zxpand Cmmhmwmhumdl
Eumpes defence capabilities in
with Germany. for The Indian Express

MAKING THE CASE FOR INDIA

All-party delegations laid out facts, world responded with solidarity

SUPRIYA SULE

toawave of beutal and Customs
(ICELIn tothe pr hrsdem&!uﬂfmmmw

INTHE POST-TRUTH era, where stories can be

mmannmmmhmmmmmymuwmu

factsis

When26

y Pete Hegseth.

TrulmulvnlmiT!lelOoflthSCnde which permits the President to federalise
National Guard units if the country is invaded, if there is a “rebellion or danger of rebel-
lion”", u’tfﬂnhtninnls“un&lewmnnmhmmamnd\elmnfﬂrus‘
There s, however, ing California’s Governor
Gavin Newsom, Trump' The fric-
uonbﬂwunTrunpmd&wmlsmllhwn earlier this year, when California
sought wildfires, the President turned it intoa
polmn!sunhﬁ Nawuhinrmlusudﬂ!Tnuwdmlnstranmmwhamalls
Juard.

i urity ch
diplomaticimperative: Todocument, demon-
strate, and deliver irrefutable evidence of

um international stakeholders before disin-
formation could blur judgement.
Ourdekgathn‘sty24-JuM4mis:inn
as a result of

perative. The choice of Qatar, SmnhAfnG,

ofthe Ethiopia and Egypt as our portsof call was the
Tmmpsdaum Mmmmdamlmupuedbyw:lmsandammls, munafumsckmdgnpnlmluhlam
‘violent, mobs” —are not facts. i vuncrswhustmdume—

TheUSi i levelsof in decad; lifies Ind
. " " PP Y inunxdmimdbmdu:cummml
d T:T"'“”“"‘"* Middie Eastern crcibilty: South Affca’s eth-
edly been given a daily arrest quota of 3,000 — a figure with no clear j Thisis e ing. om o - N

mmﬁmumeTnnmmmdmﬂermlmm [n2020, he deployed troops

and i through the
Gandhi-Mandela legacy, conferred Global
hlegit Ethiopia, hosti Afti

Foreign Secretary’

efforts, and Colanel Sofiya Qureshi and Wing

approach, refined across decades, from
Jawaharlal Nehru's emphasis on regiuml
peace, Indira G

« Vyomika Singh for
media briefings.

and Manmohan Singh's goodwill to Prime
WmezmM‘sdmdnﬂr

composition, with four cabinet
brought authenticity to the mission. From
Deputy Speaker Hamda bint Hassan Al Sulaiti
and Minister bin iz Al

macy, response
to terror. Each nation we visited formally en-
dmsedlmspmnnmyusuwrqu

Khulaifi in Doha to Arab League Secretary
General Ahmed Aboul Gheit in Cairo, the pres-

In
South Africa, our interactions with Deputy
(Chairman Les Govender, Chairperson of the
Portfolio Commnm Supra Obakeng
and Democratic

In the new landscape of
information warfare,
Pakistan tries to spin state-
sponsored terrorism as

Alliance Leader

ality. The support transcended specific inci-
dents, extending to our broader approach.
But in the new landscape of information
warfare, Pakistan tries tospin state-spansored
2 . o ¥

mmﬁn&smwmm-

foatholds.

was con-

In South Africa, the common i

Gmmhuuzrgl'v
ance,

of non-violent resistance gave

ol b

bothi Four nations
provided formal support, dozens of bilateral
" identified, and count

the i DC.Now, Trump g 5 det ic capital. The
hasntruled ot sionAct, idehi e Uns andEgyp rcgngfica  Solated acts. Our campaign rprime
. Aol and thy C Arab made sure stakeholders were minister Hailenariam Desalegn and
gency powers. The US President would do the L " ided with inf A h of the penlyP

MASTER OF PRECISION

With meticulous attention to detail, Frederick Forsyth

revealed a world chaotic, yet orderly
HEMMWSMWWB&EMIMW}H most
of Frederick Forsyth's in , who
dlademldayagdB&hadimmwmmwMHINrmemdthznngm
arc.
olbcst-sdlugmnllzrs.k for in 1962, hrcwuzd
ion of Charles de Gaulle by right-wi This
for his first novel, The Day of the jackol, it I details of the episode, and
ﬁmmalchannmslnmdspacrmmwﬂxﬁg\msmzbmkwhdnbtmghamwmd—
thriller , became a

hmh]mmamdmmwmmmmmlmsnm
{1he Day of the jacwal
wvdvm!bum!dbywhspmuswtﬂaﬁhnsmptms the use of adead
petsmshm\tzmﬁmmamahhdmmy for instance. For his second novel, The
Odessa Files, Forsyth | asthe Nazi hunter Simon
Humld'mxymmhlwayswmammmﬁbvmmmdfaa-

istory to spring “quick thrills". But Forsyth was clear. The novel

‘wasn't pop fiction — it was about Nazis “iving among us”.

Forsyth's books sold mare than 70 million copies. But he maintained that he wrote
thrillers to make maney, and reporting was his first love. His forte wasn't drama, but facts

Our delegation, comprising Rajiv Pratap
Rudy (BJP), Anand Sharma (INC), V
Muraleedharan (BJP). Manish Tewari (INC),
Anurag Singh Thakur (BJP), Vikramjit Singh
Sahmy (AAP), Lavu Sri Krishna Devarayalu

Syszkhmlﬁm(um
ive to the UN), bore dossi 5
umenting Pakistan’s role in Pahalgam and its
policy of state terrorism. | must commend

P!
before competing narratives
could find footholds. Its
greatest achievement was
consensus on core
principles: Growth over
grievance, devel

Farah,

diplomatic continuity. The meeting with

Tagesse Chafo, Speaker of the House of People’s
ves of Ethiopia, wh

from Aligarh Muslim University, was a classic

less assurances of solidarity were received.
Most importantly, this mission enhanced
India's lmagz as a country that marries
strength with sagacity, capability with re-
straint. India opts for growth, and
truth, and the world has responded with re-
i e

mmphd’hﬂa'smﬁmdwmﬂ

Operation Sindoor
targeted,

¥
over destruction.

doctrine: P
d This

-m-';;.(mm 19.
led the seventh all-party defegation

JunEe 11,1985, FORTY YEARS AGO

PEACOCKS POISONED

ARDUND 100 PEACOCKS — the protected na-
tional bird — died en masse due to suspected
pesticide poisoning in a tribal village in Jhabua
district in western Madhya Pradesh recently.

IndiaSik

dmdmdmmmganimwymnlhe

border. Assam Chief Minister Hiteswar Saikia
has rushed to Dimapur to meet his Nagaland
T bor-

avegetable farm that had just been sprinkled
witha heavy dose of pesticide. The police have
arrested three farmers under the Wildlife
Protection Act because they suspect it tobea
case of defiberate poisoning.

PoLICE FORCES CLASH

PROGRESS ON PUNJAB

INDIRA MURDER CASE

CHIEFPUBLIC PROSECUTOR K LArora submit-
mdbdmﬂmmdmmpdgm
there
muﬂmunﬂmdurgsnwmﬁmﬂaﬂm
Singh and Kehar Singh with the murder of
hﬁrimhhs%mmnm

tothe P within the of

h‘ldmfntmﬁnpallhm'dﬁdmﬂ!ﬂuh

the All

AT LEAST 25 police lalled and

cosperindanerprosseon S

dlmwldenagnstsmmﬁmwm
along with Beant Singh (since deceased) had
fired several shots at Indira Gandhi.
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Statistical reboot

There is a need to use alternative data sources

—
Prasu Jain

ndiahas a proud history of
I statistical Innovation, From

Mahalanobis’s large sample
survey methods to today's vast
crop-cutting experiments, the
w':ﬁm huu:l]wxx almed 1o
balance sclentific rigour with
policy relevance. But today's
economy is more complex, more
digitised ,and more real-time than
ever before. Traditional
survey-based methods, though
still crucial, are no longer enough.

Arecent national :‘u‘:kslmp

hosted by the Ministry of
Statistics and Programme

STATISTICS. Expanding data

SOUrCes wraceiom

lies inknowing what we want to
measure and why. Drawing from

Implementation (MoSPI) his experience with the
discussed how alternative data Axplm(lmnl l)lnmcu
sources — from mobile dat: lained how
scanner records — could hel m\mxlcs can htlp not just
strengthen and modernise official  monitor development but shape
statistics, it.

At dw wurluivp officials, Healsomadeastrong case for

s, and bining multiple sources of

industry — traditional
discussedhow sources lllu: surveys, digical slgmlu. and

1 data,

records — to form

think - bl

Contextualising Stanley Fischer

THE CRUX. Fischer was instrumental in bringing about a synthesis between monetarism and Keynesianism

MADAN SABNAVIS

Imost all students of

economics would have

encountered a ‘must read’

book by Dornbusch and

Fischer on
macroeconomics, which was on the
reading list for post-graduate courses.
One of the authors, Stanley Fischer, who
died recently, will be remembered as an
academic who also worked with the
multilateral lending agencies besides
having a stint with Citi Bank, He topped
itas Governor of Bank of Israel.

The fact that an academician was able
to work across diverse organisations,
including a central bank bears testimony
1o his contributions.

Fischer's most well-known academic
work was in monetary economics in the
seventies, This was the time when the

expanding money supply to prop up the
economy will only lead to higher

Rational expectations proponents
such as Robert Lucas, Thomas Sargent
and JF Muth expounded the famous
hypothesis which assumed that once
people are ‘rational’ and information is
available to all then all policy
consequences are anticipated in advance

n.\*nrds. mobile-generated data, afuller picture of the country’s debate over Keynesian economics was
and scanner data can supplement da.’vehw\ent_ revived. Keynes had said that whenan
official efforts. These sources The wor p al ssed the J ywas ina low equilibrium trap, a
Iready exist inabundance — p f gthening waty out was to have a fiscal stimulus,
what's snc'.\kd sare dmap fi trad 1 al found ‘his meant spending more by inflation,
ghtfullyand  Expanding CPl market coverage, increasing the size of the budget deficit
.nhu'alhc Improving rural representation, and putting money in the hands of
Mobile phone data, for and wider adoption of people by creating more jobs. This was
instance, can offer Iml{hu into Computer-Assisted Personal followed by most countries till the
internal migration, mobility, and Interviewing (CAPI) tools were beginning of the seventies.
digital access. Geo-spatial tools seen as necessary steps, New data
canimprove how we build urban can only complement — not CHICAGO SCHOOL
sampling frames. Administrative replace — the depthand detail The les also saw the of  and deci

records — from school
enrolments toelectricity usage —
canadd frequencyand covers
Scanner data, gatheredatretall
billing counters, has the pmmml
toimprove how we track
consumption and price changes in
modern retall .

‘The Secretary of the Ministry,
speaking at the event, said with
over 80 per cent of households

offered by well-run surveys,

Perhaps the most important
shift mmm inthe workshop
was the g

Freshwater economists from C hu..q(o
School led by Milton Friedman. It was
(hc time wheu monetarism came to the

wcollaborate. !\hnvnﬁhl.'x\m
data streams — scanner data,
mobile records, digital
transactions — are not owned by
the state. Public-private
partnerships, data-sharing
protocols, and clear legal
dardswill be essentialto

d nearly %0
puu'nl ofindividuals online,
there was a strong foundation for
digital dara capture.

Aunified system of unique
identifiers, he sald, would help
connect datasetsacross
departments and platforms, He
highlighted M(‘.Sl’i:‘u ongoing
work under the National
Metadata Structure,and
welcomed the launch of EnviStats
2025, which uses satellite and
environmental data for more
sustainable statistical practices,

PURPOSEFUL DATA
Vice-Chairperson of NITI Aayog
spoke about the evolving nature of
dataand its purpose. He cautioned
that having access to more data
does not automatically leadto
better outcomes. The key, he said,

thehindubus

building a robust and ethical
)l)‘.i(t‘ﬂl.

Fulfilling the vision of Viksit
Bharat 2047 will need a statistical
system that is modern, inclusive,
and responsive. Policymaking in
the coming vears will demand not
Justmore data, but better, smarter
data. That means building systems
that can respond to the pace of
change, reflect the diversity of the
country, and speak to the needs of
both planners and citizens.

Better data leads to betrer
decisions, If our statistics reflect
the real economy, then our
policies can serve the real needs of
the people. That's a future worth
Investing in.

Thewriter s Depeaty Directer, Minkszry of
Statisticsand Programme implementation

inessline.

TWENTY YEARS AGO TODAY,

June 11,2005

Farmers seeking cover against shortfall in rain

Increasingly farmers are seeking cover against the vagaries of monsoon. This is
evident fram the number of farmers going in for insurance against shortfall in
rain. Agriculture Insurance Company of India Ltd (AIC) hopes to cover over

two lakh farmers under "Varsha Bima-2005",

low rainfail

| its new insurance scheme against

Lufthansa, Karstadt to sell stake in Thomas Cook?

Despite public protestations to the cortrary, German airline Luftharsa and
troubled retailer KarstadtQuele are preparing to sell their combined travel
and tourism venture Thomas Cook, the Financial Times Dewtschland reported
on Friday. Besides, the preparations were further advanced than previously
thought, the newspaper said, quoting sources close to the negotiations.

rug-coated stents need licence: Maharashtra FDA
The use of illegal drug-coated stents on heart patients has forced the
Maharashtra Food and Drugs Administration (FDA) to instruct manufacturers
and importers to get a drug icence from the Drug Controller General of India
before resuming sales of this medical device.

fore ly after the first ol price
shock, The oil shock shattered the belief
that high inflation could not co-exist
with high unemployment and low
growth.

High crude oil prices led to supply
side inflation and lower growth leading
toarecession. Governments used fiscal

toget out of the i
but this onlyadded to inflation, This,
sald critics, was the failure of Keynesian
economics; and monetarism took over.
Friedman said that inflation almost
always was a monetary phenomenon and

taken accordingly. Asa
corollary policies have little impact.

So to make policies effective,
governments have to ‘fool the public’ by
doing something different from the
announced policies. In short, all policies
are anticipated and would be ineffective.

Fischer was a leading
proponent of the new
Keynesian school that
argued that under some
conditions higher spending
can spur growth without
inflation rising

ST 1Y MAES

It was in this context that Fischer

became a leading proponent of the new

Keynesian economics, Here it was

argued that in such situations spending

by government can spur economic

activity and would not be inflationary,

rovided certain conditions are met.

'he reason for this shift was that wages

dld not react tlu way monetarists had
d. Monetarism would

Inflation was not an assumed outcome,
Therefore, central banks could lower
rates or follow an expansionary
monetary policy to revive growth, Hence
Fischer did, in a way, bring about a
synthesis of monetarism and Ka:yms

This wasa of
neoclassical economics under the
assumptions of rational agents withan
understanding that markets were not
always competitive.

The crux of his hypothesis was that
monetary policy can help balance out
short-term fluctuations, but it cannot

sh the economy be itslong-run
potential, This s pertinent now even in
our context, when there is a clarion call
for a rate cut which is supposed to push
up growth.

If Fischer were right, then the limits
to stimulus through monetary policy
will be restricted by the overall long run
potential, Is potential growth 7-8 per
cent Is the question. The potential
output given the capital structure and
technology in the Indian economy is
around 7 per cent which means there s
still an output gap of around half
percent. To this extent a case can be
made for rate cut to achleve potential
growth. The MPC can debate this ssue,

Ifone were to stretch the Fischer
argument further, it can be asked
whether such rate cuts would be enc xﬂ\h
to push potential growth beyond the 7
per cent mark. The answer is probably
not, because there are limits to which
low interest rates can propel the

In fact, the view

7
that as money supply increased sowould

wages and prices,
Etmumr Phelps nlm spoke of a
natural rate of

whichan

would come in once the potential is
reached. If overall Investment does not
Increase, then further monetary

lon would have

economy would alway\ reverto.In
Fischer's words “because the money
stock Is changed by the monetary
authority more freq:

pﬂtcnu.u whichis not the case mrhc
current situation.
Tl hm:fom thu\‘ is need fora

the assumed form of the labour
contracts — monetary policy has the

ability to affect the short-run behaviour

of output, though it has no effects on
long-run output behaviour",

TIME LAGS
So, there were time lags between

Iy than labour
contracts are renegotiated, and — given

liby h to monetary policy
as inflation, xhoughlnw today due to
food prices, can be provoked on the
‘core’ side \f{:\umlal output does not
Increase in the face of monetary easing
through repo cuts and liquidity infusion.

Fischer and his contribution to
economics will stay forever.

The writer |5 Chief Economist, Bank of Baroda. Views

stimulus and wage

,and hence

per
STATISTALK. cor rewn | Graphe On businessline.in
Enduring growth of the MSME credit landscape Hard o grage lpact of
Mccording to the recent MSME Pulse Report by TransUnion CIBIL and SIDBI, the total credit exposure to MSMES increased by 13% v o-y in rump tariffs
Mas 25, indicating steady portfolio expansion. New to- Credit (NTC) borrowers, who made up 47% of new originations, drove an 11% There's ambiguity
y oy increase in credit demand. Delinquencies have declined, indicating a considerable improvement in asset quality, on the applicable
tariffs on several
Growth of credit exposure to MSMEs Delinquencies drop, boosting MSME asset quality products. India should
“ (in %) sort this out before
.5 finalising a trade deal
3 40 with the US, says
» 35 Isha Dayal
5 30 §
2 netps/Minyur com/bdfad Tvy
25
15 20 .
» o Green bonds: India’s
5 ! 14 sustainable finance
s s s s s aamRzz A" o5 outreach
'BERERRRERE R Srwgtaong
institutions, ensuring
NT18kh Crore (LHS) e -0y GroEA (%) ! ! § R § R ! 3 58 § accountabilty and
offering tax sops are
Manufacturing leads credit value growth First-time borrowers still hold strong share the way forward, avers
Shre ot secos o o e O ) despite slowdown Meindom Goowami
I T e IR p—
0w A -
i " o™ — The murky
" ~ Musk-Trump row
'Y = = = BB K Musk's scathing
2 comments on the Big
L m B B OB OB B Beautiful 8 sparked off
(] 0 . the war of words, points
e - vl L nling M2 Mar22 M2l Mae2d Mar2t Mar2s out Sridhar
W Manufacturing ™ Trade Professiondl & ™ Other Krishnaswami

other services

Source: MSME Palse Repert by TrassUnion CIBIL and SIDH - May 2005

No of borrowers (In thousands) (LHS) = NTC share in total (%)

hetpsy/ftinpur.com/3Mkampe

@ BL TWO-WAY CROSSWORD 2715

01. Being out after plunder of a deug, am in a mess (9)

DOWN
01. An engine endiessly repaired by mechanic (7)

EASY NOTSOEASY
ACROSS DOWN ACROSS

01. Wandering in search of 01. Engine (7)

plunder (9) 02 Perch, as bird, for the 05, Theow it by the vestibue (3)

05, Hit ball high (3)
07. Black bird (4)

08. Thin piece of detached
wood (8)

10. Maney earned by capital (8)
11. Exploit, achievement (4)

night (5)

task (6)

13, An earring (6)

15, Remained (6)

18. State pay to the unemployed (4)
19. Farm ares; type of fowl (B)

22 Rehearssl (8)

23. String of pearls (4)

24, Pass quickly over one’s way (3)

25. Bravery, intrepidity ()

03, Set as aburden or

04. Smile widely (4)
05. Ticket gamble (7)

06. Explode (5)

09. Small stream (5)

12. Inhibit growth (5)

14 Let free (7)

16. Infrm, shaky with age (7)
17, Cross off (6)
18.Profundity (5)

20 Roughly (
21. Male deer (4)

07. One bird will sound exukant aver another (4)

10. Premium on borrawed money may concern ane

deeply (B)

they say (8)

SOLUTION: BL TWO-WAY CROSSWORD 2714

08, Break-away group coming out of the wood (8)

11, An exploit arising from a twist of fate (4)
13. How can boar be depicted in a piece of jewellery? (6)
15, Was supported if one didn?t leave (6)

18, 1t was pain and grief to pay it to the unemplayed (4)
19. Area outside store for this sort of fowl (8)

22, It makes perfect business for a professional,

23. 0Md line it's easy to get money for (4)
24, Quickly make one's way out of Bath, | expect (3)

25, Chivalrous remark about tall, angry characters (9)

sort (5)

02 What birds come home ta may be nathing of the

03. To be a burden of poem i possible (6)
04 Look pleased to have spirit that's about right (4)

05. To let Tory locse may be a gamble (7)

06 Turbo's dropped nothing, but might go off (5)
09. Bishap and castle may endure (5)

12. Check development of such a tricky
performance (5)

14. Let one go and see Lear for a change (7)

16. The odd dyer may became unsteady with age (7)

17. Don't let it stand being caught with broken lance (6)

1B How far it & to the bottom of an explosive charge (5)
200 Here and there it's going on the cpposite tack (5)
21, To play the stock market thus is only for the boys (4)
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MRIDUL SAGGAR
L " he growth-supporting O a
OW geal activism that began in
February seems to have
7 . culminated in an unusual
EV manufacturing scheme has too many caveats big action that k;
central bankers
he Union Government recently said that it reserve for shocks like the global ‘ » Or Y
would start accepting applications from g":{u‘;‘l" dg’l:‘: o the pandemic. What
global electric car manufacturers for setting Nrpﬂuwco;!mmwm Al POLICY SPACE.
upfactodesinlndh.mﬁollmn&hcmeto monetary policy uncertainty. .
g of Electric P Carsin Mm lurprhewuhmh s 50 MPC’s front-loaded
lndh, announced on March 15, 2024, There is little to Mm‘m&mﬁﬁ. a action has increased
pond et the motivation behind the sch zk-loldzd wl‘?gbpsredmdonincz-: risks in the system
J o itcame a instance m +
India’s automotive market — about ¥12.5 lakh crore buticewme with £ cliange s stance by reducing future
($150 billion) big — is expected to double by 2030. reduce uncertainty. The Monetary policy options
This boom will see a sharp rise in electric Policy Commitas (MPC) trane
N 2 explained this by stating that it is now
vehicles — electric mobility being a climate left with very limited space to support
action imperative, Though two-wheelers and
three-wheelers are sure to contribute the StdlY. Umntyhl ies limits.
most to e-mobility, passenger car sales will md it i i fm?::ys T
also rise — 9-11 per cent of total vehicle sales see no further 8 with Q4 projected inflation mean a real
(from 2.5 per cent today), according to the Mvpnolppenmkﬁfofbondl Yield movement w policy rate of 1.1 per cent. Unhnvm
government’s think-tank, NITIAayog. If a Consequently, the yield curve steepened auctions siphon off excess |
large number of electric passenger cars are to (see Table). We can note that yield spread esing yleds Nnes  mas  dmey  wnels  Chegeshos rates can get anchored to SD ntnnd
be sold in India, why not get them produced (30 year G sec minus 91 day T- Bﬂlvleld) real mewﬂld.roptoO.&SpercenL
Y odu has already wi by 37 bps since the Treasury Bills Repurchase 566 529 52 519 047 means monetary pollcy quite
within the country? This is the premise on policy. If this trend is not corrected 91-day Treasury Bl 555 53 538 533 o the
which the scheme stands. But the question market operations such as 364 day Treasury Bil 5% 54 50 sa1 T neutral stance which merely h\dram
is: Is the scheme good enough toattracta Operation Twist, it could erode the - that policy rates can move in any
flood of investments in electric passenger Iended mmmmtm; s raed e N I8 N iw 008 direction in future.
mnnenwlpme m -
car manufacturing in the country? A closer with less sreena left inszmnury. ;:';G"‘: v : g :_: :i: :j: THE RISKS HAVE GONE UP
look at the scheme does not leave one o) At this juncture, there does not appear
convinced of its attractiveness. MONETARY EXPERIMENT New 10yearbenchmark GSec 62 624 628 63 01 tobeagrave as real lending
The scheme offers no incentives such as O"I e oKk h"“ed'llm d“'! .::xfrﬁ:,h 30-year Grsec 68 69 6% 6% 0.1 m‘:‘::“n o bt m:\rnnuln
tax breaks, direct capital grants or even sops this year's toaround 7.5 per cent - ises, it can erode savings with net
such as low-cost land allotment or energy inanon-inflationary manner, the great P i unlikely to fid household financial alreadyata
snbsidics,mmlyswmcnﬂis[m dﬂvapeﬂmmnhhhpollcymlnn Kkick off. Th mone yb k with ding the rolled back Trump low of around 5 per cent of GDP for the
opportunity for an investor to importa wﬂl:‘lompt arechink s Increase :l“:“‘&“'“" It prudent e nestly  lamtwoyear. S";":.h;:”;.m“gb;
certain number of fully built, high value o e e e« il o et e
($35,000) electric cars at a reduced customs long and variable lags and the central PARADOXICAL QUESTIONS in Ukraine, Middle East and in our own dghumng Neutral stance affords that
duty of 15 per cent, for five years — against The judgment on the. ofaction  sub-continent? The near-term inflation

the regular duty of 110 per cent. Even this
sop is bound by two constraints, First,a
maximum of 8,000 cars per year can be
imported, The revenue foregone on account
of the concessional duty rate on such
imports shall be only as much as the capital
investment made by the car manufacturer,
but not more than ¥6,484 crore. Second,
there is alsoa minimum investment
threshold of ¥4,150 crore and domestic value
addition requirements of 25 per cent by the
third year and 50 per cent by the fifth, India’s
scheme compares poorly with those in other
developing countries, such as Thailand and
Mexico.

Furthermore, all this is to be read in
conjunction with the fact that Chinese
manufacturers are to be kept out — which
means the world’s largest electric car
manufacturer, BYD, cannot set shop in India.
Tesla, according to the Heavy Industries
Minister, HD Kumaraswamy, is not
interested in coming to India — it seems to
prefer to pay the full customs duty, open
showrooms and be content with a tiny sliver
of the market. VinFast, the Vietnamese e-car
manufacturer, is already setting upa plant in
India. Minister Kumaraswamy said at a press
conference that car majors suchas

bank had missed the turning point of the
business cycle, baminmhnngnumng

will get tested over time. A few questions

mdcumntmhqcycle do arise in one's mind. First, if growth
Now, RBI sensed and seized the projections haven't changed since April
mmhynﬁadzdbyhudlm polky,meu\lvmnmfu such
inflation being he 4 per ong be: (i) larger
oen:mﬂamnmg«.uuoaober.a dunlnddpmddedh\ehmwtem
-lmlhr ity arose before the inflation that gives central bank elbow
but it chose patience room toact under the inflation
ovuvdnunhatkﬁnhd\indmemm4 urgmnp nnd;i:)aldechnein
It has now caught the turning point of 2 ‘may be holding acti
the business cycle;buthasitalsogotthe  from the central bank.
quantum of action and its The April policy was framed on the
communication, right? Does the big back of Liberation-Day tariffs, Since
bazooka it now used carries any ‘back then, “TACO trades” have given added
blast’ risks, or are we confident it will
not recoil? The answer will lie in what it If this trend of

daumgmﬂutueuumlﬂmmmn
but i 4

whhanewmpduorymnlmhnd

thinking about re-fixing CRR as a mix of

uidity and regulatory tool
toaffect nru\?cmr:r
Despite d:upncl utilisation rates
P‘ :Lwc irslong-term
average for zhe last 12-quarters,

stiffening yields is not
corrected through
market operations
such as Operation Twist,
it could erode the
intended outcome.

decline does not appear durable, RBI's
inflation ionof 4.4
;m%;- not ﬁmwﬁuunn in
this policy that could take inflation
projections north of 4.5 per cent by the
year-end. So, was the front-loaded
action the best course? Only time will
tell if moving away from conservative
central banking was the right course.

NEUTRAL STANCE

Second, how do we interpret a change in
stance over two consecutive policies? To
my mind it is not an issue so

forward guidance is not mis| This
will get tested in August when inflation
pring:‘mlgh!mnwmb-l per cent
mark if there are no weather
disruptions, raising clarion calls for
another rate cut. Itis important to
understand that with a neutral rate of
1.65 per cent (mid-point of the RBI
range of 1.4-1.9 per cent), a policy rate of

opmulhudmenwﬂulhl:he

markets. System durable liquidity had
already moved up from 1.3 lakh crore at
the time of April 10 €3.5 lakh crore
mcmm 'nding on the back
of RBI surplus transfer bonanza willadd
1o this. It might have been preferable to
nheClR on in August with better

ip on i uirements to better
mvjutxlng of the forward

itions. The front-loaded action now
increased risks in the system by

which now are part of unconventional
policy toolkit, theymuled

sparingly to deal with sudden large

shocks. Itis hardly the job of the central

bank to commit forward monetary

policy actions that go beyond forward

guidance.

5.5 per cent that may
till at least the December policy would

‘member.
\iewsare persomal

Plastics pollution can no longer be ignored

Marine ecosystems are the worst hit. High polluters must be encouraged to go for eco-friendly alternatives to reverse the tide

Mercedes, Skoda and Volkswagen are — industry-specific interventions with an construction must be guided
interested in building their factories in India, Sanooh Vallacht g‘m@lﬂ‘m M':'lﬁ'mm' sectorslike mﬂum l:;mlml::lwm
ke i " N ing and co n. recyclable
butitis dx'mcuh_wbc‘lie\ethax the scheme Sastic e siow smbedded Kinsert s fves. Tools Hke Extended
mattered in their decision. It appears that everyaspect of modernlife — OCEANS ON THE BRINK Producer Responsibility (EPR), circular
the scheme is about form over substance, more y rks, and singl
seemingly supporting domestic car mmmponnxlon and textiles, Yet, while devastating ﬂnn in dzocnu Mm plastic bans must move from tﬁenrytn
manufacturers such as Tata Motors, - oa i i mf“hhm wlohal standar hb\n
Mahindra, Maruti and H i manlglng STiC Waste not plul:kwlm OECD Public awareness is key — ut
" yundai. pace. Research by Geyer etal (2017) sl\nwuheduparkkucronreglom In guilt-dri aging
shows that global plastic production Mrh,memnf nmrhdc We need education and civice
soared from 2 million tonnes in 1950 to0 wm:pnctpl 0.06 kg an: engagement to drive lasting behavioural
bill 2019, gl IM\? tries like u\xrh (0. 53 Ig} PLAS . Dri i & change. Policy must go hand-in-hand.
mﬂ(ﬁp«cemofmplndcmmde and Cameroon (0.41kg) highlight local uwm"::::‘:,::‘z:f:"zmmm 'l‘ﬂdzfmmtworhliE: the EU's CBAM
POCKET RAVRANTH was produced in the past two decades vulnerabilities. (Carbon Border Adjustment
alone. A:hpvegnulmnumlms hanism) should evolve b
w This growth is primarily driven by situation, averaging 0.17 kg per justan ecological problem — it'san carbon tariffs.
industri llcxpnunn and global ‘The Philippines (3.30kg) lndM equity issue, where poorer and To be effective, global strategies must
(Zﬂkg)unkmmgthehlgpen;' developing nations bear the brunt of hcorpormnupncubonp icing but
wuummedfor 1426 million plastic pollution. enforceable standards fuplamc
tonnes — 37percenwfwmlplutk Imkvmu:ynzms,:mirlph‘lr the crisis requires action production, waste management, and
waste. The b ion, North America, with an onseveral fronts. High-income nations, pnllunun-ncounuhmty ‘Technology
mdumyfulbwwmmvmillm average of (.12 kg, sees significant while, I ged
tonnes, then transportation (62.2 leakage in the Caribbean — Trinidadand  per capita, lmmhelp huﬂd waste are essential so that environmental
million), consumer products (46.7 "Tobago (2.55 kg) lndemu(l.zS[k)g) burdens are not shifted across borders
million), and textiles (43.9 million). Europe, in contrast, averages just (. Small Island Developing States [SIDS) but collectively reduced.
Even marginal sectors — like marine reflecting robust waste management.  need targeted financial
ings and p &bany lhgmrlgcanmnl andtzchnohpﬁommmmm The writer
ficantly. Tackling plastic pollution, muuged ic pollution. Institute of intemagional Business, Pune. Views are
:gvu:lon.vzwlres;xr:ued, o gfgperupdn.‘l’hhhn’: mn&mmmlhm perscnal
® LETTERS TO EDITOR send your by theni in or by past to' Editor’, £59-860, Anna Sala, €
Fiscal short. ith Fillip then & sendsa unchedked power and sometimes
This refers to hallenges’ longe: This refers to ‘Royal Enbield's por sage to thy of IT service
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CONTRAPUNTO
Thousands have lived without love,
not one without water
~WH AUDEN

Of Doors & Deaths

Mumbai train network won't improve with
patchwork solutions. ( 'mnmun'm need more trains

une 26, 2019 was an | day for N I's tr ¥ s

Nobody died on thecity ‘s suburban rallway network that day Ina

transport system that has claimed over 51,000 lives over 20 years

averaging seven a day - death does not shock easily. But it did on
Monday. when four passengers died after falling off two passing
trains. Details are still emerging, but it seems both trains were
bursting at the seams with passengers, which is not unusual at
9.10am, Mumbali's rush hour: People were hanging out of doors with
barely a toehold. As the trains passed 6.5t apart at Mumbra, the
backpacks of some passengers probably collided, throwingeighton
the ballast.covered ground. Even rallway officials have termed it
an "unheard of incident in the history of Mumbal’s suburban
system”, and promised change.

The plan is to have automatic doors on all new non-AC coaches,
and retrofit old coaches with such doors. However, a prototype won't
be ready until Nov. After that, around
3,400 coaches will need retrofitting
Railways’ Jan 2026 timeline seems
ambitious, but say they do it, that
still leaves eight months. Last year,
570 passengers died after falling off
Mumbal locals - at that rate, there could
be 380 more such deaths. There's a
bigger issue. Over 350 passengers are
packed in each coach during rush
hour - what about risks of suffocation when doors are shut?

Closing coaches, or reducing seats - which railways did in 2015
does not address the root of the problem, which is that Mumbai does
not have enough trains and buses to move its people. [ts costly metro
is underperforming - as late as Feb this year the fully operational
metro lines were running at 33% capacity The newest one
averaging 100 passengers per trip in trains with a capacity of 2,500,
Besides, closed trains won't save the roughly 1,150 pedestrians who
are killed every year while crossing Mumbai's suburban tracks. A
2015 rallway report blamed this on the shortage of overbridges. So,
when it comes to suburban transport, Mumbal, and also other
metropolises, need a lot more than patchwork. While netas love to
talk up pod taxis, monorail and metro, there's no substitute for
commuter trains and buses. The real solution is to invest more in
basic urban infra

Without MallCE

Trump can't Make America Great Again without
immigrants powering the country
Tmmu'u crackdown against anti-ICE (Immigration and Customs

Enforcement) protesters in Los Angeles, California, appears

to be inflaming an already polarised America, split down the
middle over immigration. National Guard and marines have been
Iled up for what is essentially a domestic law and order problem
ICE raids have become tougher since Trump came to office. And
while itis perfectly within the remitof any govt totake action tostop
llegal immigration, Trump admin’s approach appears to be allergic
to immigration overall. Case in point, admin officials have been
accused of gutting specific programmes tied to helping lawful,
permanent US residents obtain citizenship. Never mind that all this
is counterproductive, given the hugely productive role immigrants
have played in US.

Thesaying that “immigrants have built
America”™ may sound like cliché, but it's
an undeniable fact. That US remains the
world's largest and most dynamic economy
is In large part due to immigrants
According to a study by the Immigration
Research Initiative, immigrants account
for 17% of USGDP A key reason for this is
immigrants are mostly concentrated in the workingage population,
comprising around 18% of the American labour force. On top of
this, immigrants - including undocumented migrants - pay around
$525bn annually in federal, state and local US taxes

Besides, there's a strategic argument for US toadhere toa liberal
approach to immigration. US simply can't grow its workforee without
immigrants who help fill gaps in certain critical sectors. Healthcare
being a clear example. But also, at a time US Is locked in an economic
security tussle with China, the one advantage America has is its ability
to attract immigrants. China's non-existent immigration and
shrinking local working-age demographic are creating all sorts of
problems for Beljing. X1 Jinping will be relishing the polarisation
over immigration in US. Trump is committed to ‘Make America
Great Again’, But that just can’t happen without immigrants,

Hyphen-hype
The weaponisation of a commonly used mark
of punctuation, and how best to counter it

Jug Suralya

The minister of Punctuation, Propaganda, and Fake News
was addressing his akdes and assorted flunkies. There s good
news and there is bad news, said the minister: First, the good
news. The good news is that our Operation Hyphen worked
by even better than we anticipated
The terror attack we masterminded triggered an inevitable
response from The Adversary who promptly launched multiple strikes against
the terrorist training camps we ‘'ve established
Sofiar so good, sad the minister, while his akdes and
obsequious agreement
With the escalation of hostilithes which we so cunningly had provoked,
International attention, not to mention alarm, got focused on the faco off botween
us and the adversary, as we had planned, said the minister.
(%) This was the good news, he continued. Our Operation Hyphen
LN Wis crowned with success because in the eyes of the international

community we and the adversary got re-hyphenated

Jes nodded in

O, to be more precise, clarified the minister,
we and the adversary got re-re-hyphenated, after

BREAK PRECEDENTS 82 NOT PROMISES
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Modi: 1l Years, 11 Big Changes

His PMship has decisively altered polity, including BJP? The transformation ranges from religious cultural
assertion to nationalism becoming a primary political factor. Also, economic reform has lost steam

R Jagannathan

BIPs colebration of Modi'scompletion
of its 11th yoar in power at Centre is &
good time to take stock of wi has
changed inour polity and polithes. At no
one other time post-1947 has one man
been in power ¢ this long

number of ordinary people as party members. Politics
{s now run like an FMCG campaign with both above the
line and below the line promot lons.

@ Fourth, Modi's power has pushed all parties
towards a freeble culture. Rivals see no option but to
counter PM's popularity with cash and other doles to
the electorate. B too has acoepted doles as an essential

barring Nehru. Although Congress has held office at
Centre for over five decades cumulatively
elther on its own or in conlithon, 1S ri
since 2004 has been qualitatively different
In severnl ways,
Eleven things that have changed
under 11 years of BJP-Modi's tenure.

® First, BJP too has changed. It is the
new broad tent of the kind Congress was
under Nehru, with a mild sprinkling of
Hindutva as differentiator. Barring
Nehru himself, who had no time for
indulging religlous activity his party st
the state level acted as & Hindu party
that offered political protection to
minorities. Under Modi, BJP is offering
the same mix of cultural Hinduism
and some form of recognition of
Muslim interests, though minorities
arecurrently agalnst P

@ Second, the polity Is now in a
decisive phase of religious and identity
wsertion, as BJP has made Hindu vote
and caste coalitions count. This has led to
consolidation of minorithes that lean
towards non BJP parties. But this may
not last as BJP itselfl has taken on coalition partners who
retain their base that include minorities.

BJIP itselfl Is moving to a softer Hindutva stand.

such as Wagl act are meant to

wmi two messages - one 1o the party faithful that
Hindutva isn't over; the other to minorities that voting
against BJP isn't in their interest. BJP has signalled
that the Muslim voto will not work so it is bost for
m ithes to move back to neutrality on polithes.

© Third, for the first time, BIP has shown a political
party can be run on corporate lines, with a CEO on top
and a powerful cadre of workers at the core and a larger

for electoral success.
. Fifth, economic and political reforms have gotten

tougher In o competitive political landscape. Any
suggostion from P is opposed by other political parties
merely because they need to stand out. After Mod | 2.0's
agriculture reforms falled because of a determined
rich farmers’ lobby that forced govt to back off, the
reforms agenda has lost steam

@ Sixth, despite Modi's overwhelming supremacy
in BJP. the party has managed to find new politiclans
who can pull in votes on their own - Yogi, Fadnavis,
Himanta for instance, and even some potential new
faces in the south like K Annamalal. While Annamalal
has been asked to take a backseat before Tamil Nadu

assembly elections 206, he is one grassroots leader who
can shake up the Dravidian political ecosystem, Even
Inother states, a new BJP second-line is emerging

® Seventh, under Modi, nationalism has reemerged
as & factor In politics, and the country Increasingly
demands robust responses not only to perfidious
Pakistan but also China. Never before has a decisive shift
towards a more aggressive stance towards enhancing
national power been more strong than now Surgical
strikes, Balakot and Op Sindoor have
now made the polity more inclined 1o
enable a stronger defence and project lon
of national power outside India.

@ Eighth, having a powerful and
popular leader has empowored the top
brass in bureaucracy Modi's PMO s
probably the most powerful one after
Indira Gandhi's. The downside is that
lrvesting so much power in PMO means
cutting off the power centre from cructal
political feedback from party and
citizens. This could be one reason why
P did not do so well in 2004, bt it seems
10 have gotten its act together since
then by using the Sangh as foll

® Ninth, Mod) Shah duet suggests
that successful govis need at least two
powerful politiclans at the top, one
managing govt and the other the party
and polities. Nehru and Sardar Patel
Vajpayee and LK Advani, and Manmo-
han Singh and Sonia Gandhi are refe
rences that come to mind

@ Tenth, the polity has moved so
decisively to the left with freebles galore, that govts are
finding it tougher to deregulate and make life casier for
businesses. Any change or reform lvouring business is
now being interpreted as crony ksm, making it tougher to
pass and implement lnws making for ease of business.

® Finally the main national challenge remains: jobs.
Modi's teniure has not done enough to make this happen,
and one party domination makes political consensus
almost impossible to achleve. The only way to break this
loggam 1s for Modi to use his own considerable political
capital to bulld a consensus, but for that he must play
better politics and not operate in isolation from it

India Has Too Much Summer, Too Little Water

Every year, cities see dry reservoirs & fractious queues next to water tankers. This will keep worsening.
Govts have to come up with smarter policies. But urban Indians must learn to use water conservatively

Anil Nair

India’s experiencing its annual summer
crucible. This means scorching heat
and thirsty longing for the monsoon,
and constant threat of the two tipping
aver Into awful soclal friction, Not
J surprisingly WEF has identified water
shortage as the most severe risk confronting India in
the poriod 2025 27
Across the world, water avallability is influenced by
climate and population but also by water management
practices. In other words, India’s water table levels are
connected not only to its population growth and global
warming but also to what it's doing with industrial
contamination and other waste and its green cover
Cape Town In South Africs came dangerously close to
Day Zero (when all taps would've run dry) in 2008
Dramathc measures st conservation saved the day then
Mexico City faced such a crisis in mid 2004, In Jakarta,
most households lack acoess 1o adequate drink ing water
WWF estimates that 1L.1bn people lack access to water
globally and 2.4bn suffer from inadequate sanitation,
resulting in cholera, typhoid, diarrhea and other water:
borne diseases. Depletion of the water table also makes
the land surface Infirm - both being more a consequence
of human behaviours than natural phenomena
Several Indian cithos also face acute water shortages
from time to time. The WWF list of 100 cities that face
‘grove water risk’ by 2000 includes 30 Indlan cithes - Jakpur,
Indore, Vadodarn, Srinagar, Rajkot, Kota, Nashik, Vizag,
Kolkata, Ahmedabad, Jabalpur. Amritsar, Lucknow,
Surat, Dhanbad, Kannur and Pune, among them. World
Rank finds India o waterstressed nation, with 1% of
the workd's populathon and just 4% of its water: Nitl Aayog
warns that 21 Indian cithes could run out of groundwater
as early as 2000
Last summer, when the national capital suffered
soaring temperatures, it had depleted access even to
clean drinking water Queves, tankers, lllegal connections
and private borewells were the or of the day This
year, the focus is on streamlining water distribution,
monitoring supply with GPS Nitted tankers, revamping
infra, checking theft, improving sewer and waste

Calvin & Hoblns_

Lot mewrwe eme 2o,

management, and stricter supery ision of reservoirs.
Chennal suffered its Day Zero in 2009, when all
reservolrs ran dry This pnnnmnlquwk rnmplﬂlnﬂuf

Technology use ( plored
arva for example ks purity enhancement and rec Lunnln:
Membrane bloreactor solutions for blological water

overdue Ik
and indirect potable buffers, m»l-nnn reuse of 10% of
collected wastewater

In Mumbal, its municipal corporation invoked the
Disastor Management Act 2006 for the first time recontly,
when water suppliers went on strike against the more
stringent compliance demanded by the contral ground
water authority This underiined that emergencies can
be man-made too

Cithos ncross the board are taking steps to ensure there
arefewer water supply disruptions - bullding desalina
tion plants o trest lllll use seawater, making ralnwater
har A i water bodbes,
Increasing lhrlrm;n- ll\ by desilting them, creating new
TeserVOirs, even ut ng abandoned quarries for water
stornge. However, ghven our large lation and wide

L ultrafiltration by using a pressuredriven
barrier; reverse osmosis for desalination and Nushing
out bacteria, pathogens and pesticides; electrodialysis
Is reversal for treating turbid wastewater - so many
solutions are just walting to be deployed. What's truly
fascinating is that the energy content in waste is far
groater than the energy needed for its treatment

Digital interventions are critical. Sensors can detect
leaks, monitor Mow, and regulate water pressure, thus
extending infra lifespan. Remote sensing can help create
carly warning systems that will help in pre-emptive
emergency response. Dightal twins can help with diverse
what.If scenarios

Advanced Infra projects and locating new water
sources are oye catching initiatives. But under the radar
inithatives areequally important Like resolving issues
pertaining to land use and subsidence (sinking of
earth’s surface), wastewater management and re-use
Improving groundwater recharge is thed to preservation
of wetlands, forests and rivers. Basically policy and
governance need 10 operate interconnectedly with the
entire water ecosystem

But the most critical lssue is definitively reducing
demand This means consuming groups taking
appropriate actions at the ground level. For instance, at
the level of housing socletios.

Such groups could form o resident task force for

c run campalgns, it nerators in

water outhet pipes, d treated
STP water usage for watering phnh mnﬁrm and for
washing public spaces, balconies and cars. The agenda
could also inchude voluntary water cuts, use of pressure
reducing valves, retrofitting low-flow fixtures, deploy ing
smart meters, ensuring that recycling capacity is enhanced,
and preventing illegal water tapping of any kind

With our per capita freshwater availability

proaching scarcity levels well below the international
|mm)ml<| of 1,700 cuble metres annually, curbing
Is the only wise way: It's how humans can

spread water- wasteful practioes, the demand supply gagp
a0t going to disappear from our cithes anytime soon.

mn Igate their past excesses.
The writer is Founder. Think Street

Sacredspace
Ivople think
focus means

. suying ves to the
thirg you've got
tofocus on. Rut
that's not what

it means at all. It means sayving no
to the hundred other good ideas
that there are. You have to pick
curefully

Steve Jobs

The Oldest, Most Enduring Relationship

reports ecology and archacology
scholar Stefani Crabtree in the Temple

thon that had reduced or removed

created m-dan-h alll “v wmnhlﬁ
oA new

s grazi

oldest, most enduring relationship s

the one with your mother. you are
absolutely right - Mother Earth. The
human-environment interface begins the
IHOMent You are bor d th

I 1 you're guessing that the workd's

Foundation's newsletter, saying that
when we call an ecosystem as being
pristine, untouched by humans, we
could be wrong. The truth is, when
human beings ventured out of Africa

you die and perhaps even after death as
your remakng - whether buried or reduced
o ashes - are returned to earth and get

==
secondopinion haingbeenrey de-de hypher

The hyphen, explained the minister, which is
not 1o be confused with the N dash or the M dash, or the minus sign which it
resembles, is one heck of & juju of a punctuation mark. Its name dertves from
the Greek Huphen', which in late Latin became ‘hyphen’ and means ‘together

The Nirst recorded use of the hyphen to join two words, and by implication,
give them equal value or status was by Dionysus Thrax, the great Greek
grammarian (170-808C), pronounced the minister.

Thanks to the hyphen we got equated with The Adversary, even though we
are a bankrupt military dictatorship and The Adversary is the workd's most
populous democracy and the NiNh largest economy to boot, he gloated.

That's good news, he sald. Unfortunately, he continued, the bad news Is that
The Adversary has made it abundantly clear to all concerned that to counter
our hyphen, If necessary it is ready to come up with an even bigger juju of a
punctuation mark: the Full Stop.

Is this a positive, boving
mmu:n.‘nun- one that is trovubled,
fraught with contradictions and exploits
ton” It ks both. And it is & powerful one.
Media platfor ms carpet bomb doom
news of environmental degradation
due to human activity and greed.
Everything s now polluted; species are
going extinct, potable water is in short
supply. glaciers are melting. sea levels
arerising. the dhobi list is very long
But hore is another view that echoes a
completely different sentiment, that
humanity does not merely destroy
nature, we have also enhanced it So

and AT parts of the workd
we populated every possible ecosystem
onearth - some places oarly on
and others, much later. She
writes, “There Is noecosystem
onearth today that is not
shaped by human presence.” 8 e
Human presence has not
abwiys had a negative effect
Like other fauna and flora,

The pruiries they crossed were not
untonched. they were actively managed
landscapes, shaped by millennia of
indigenous stewardship,” says Crabtree
In the Great Plains, when settors nothoed
forests creeping into former prairie lands,
they were witnessing the ecologicnl conse:
quences of a disrupted human environ.
ment relationship Indigenous
prophes had long used controlied

plant spec h

There are other species besides
humans who have been altering the
environment for good purposes. Like
beavers who bulld dams and ponds,
helping recharge groundwater and
controlling floods. Like birds, bees and
butterflies, humans too ald in seed
dispersal, blodiversity propagation, soll
regeneration, and domesticat lon of

a bur w rass.
e lands, promot ing blodiversity
and reducing wildfire risk
Crabtree points out that
without these traditional

W oo, are an Inrinske gt TuE SPEAKING TREE practices, the ecosystem began

of nature. Nature created us.

“To beave humans out of nature in order to
conserve it can be misleading, even
harmful “As Eurogean- American

toshift, losing its fire dependent
species and becoming less resilient to

environmental stress.

Yes, humans have lwn o wmilm

ks for tilling the soll, keeping

predator populations in check. The
negative impact seems to have overtaken
the positive ones, we need to reestablish
a healthy relationship that will allow all
of us to grow and regenerate without
stepping on one another’s toes.

Ecological engineering is nota
one-way path to destruction; it could
also be afoundation for n!mnmmm )

ploneers moved west, they oft

bat they ts out Crabtree. Peapl
£ In shaping the natural world as stewards catalysts for ecological health, and not
and enablers. The use of fire not only Just agents of extraction

w
‘Whiat they didn't see were the effects of
disease, displacement and foroed refocs

helped humans setthe down but also

ganeshnarayanis yahoo com
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Trump's policies assure Chinaan
edgeintheracefor Aldominance

America’s research funding cuts, immigration curbs and trade barriers could easily combine to make China great again

QIYUAN XU & WANG YAQIANG
are, respectively, a senior fellow and deputy
director of the Institute of World Economics
and Politics at the Chinese Acadenvy of Seclal
Scences; and a scholar at the National
University of Singapore's Lee Kuan Yew School
of Public Policy.

hedr tariffwar may be facing a stale-
mate, but the competition for tec]
logical supremacy between the L nd
Chinaisshifting into high gear. As the
two countries battle for dominance in
artificial intelligence (Al —with pro-
ductivity and geopolitical gains expected —one
question looms large. Will China's Al uunluuum
catch up with or even surpass those of the U

Driving this trend is a series of policies intro-
duced by US President Donald Trump's adminis-
tration. Tramp's presidency marks a dramatic
break from the commitment to openness that has
underpinned America’s technological leadership
for decades. Measures intended to bring innova-
tionback to the US may boomerang and end up
paving the way for Chinese dominance.

The evolution of the digital economy may pro-
vide some insight into how today's Al race will play
out in the wake of Trump's policies. In the 1990s,
the US led the internet revolution, dominating the
pivotal ‘zero to one’ phase by quickly moving inno-
vations from lab to market. This fuelled what many
lauded as the ‘new economy,” characterized by
rapid growth, strong productivity gains and low
Inflation. (th.L initially a Iullm\ jer, anr Injected

s iy by
scaling its own innovative u-rhm)hmm

China'sdigital development unfolded in three
stages. The first was copy-and-follow: from the
mid-1990s to the early 2000s, Chinese firms
mirrored US models, launching web portals and
online services that drove explosive user growth.

The second stage was localization and improve-
ment. As China's digital ecosystem matured
between 20035 and 2015, Chinese tech mmmnu-s

its mass-adoption era, China quickly demonstrated
its ability to copy Western models.

The release of DeepSeek in January signalled
China's entry into the localization and improve-
ment stage, as the company’s Rl model was 30-50
times cheaper to use than that of OpenAl. By
February, the performance gap between the best
Chinese and US models had narrowed to L7%,
down from 9.3% in 2024. And while it took
ChatGPT two months to reach 100 million active
users, DeepSeek reached that mark in seven days.

One of China’s key advantages is its deep pool
of engineering talent. The country produces four
times as many STEM graduates annually as the US.
Beyond sheer size, this ‘engineer dividend' reflects
astrong work ethic and a pragmatic mindset
geared toward complex, hands-on optimization, as

began to leverage their deep

domestic users and market conditions to ﬂn(- lum-
their services. Platforms like WeChat and Taohao
not only adapted US concepts, but also built on

them, Iy Western

such as WhatsApp and eBay in the Chinese market.

The third stage has been marked by breakout
innovations. Over the past decade, Chinese tech
companies have shifted from imitation to innova-
tion, ploneering new digital modeds and even over-

v

1 by DeepSeek’s system architecture.
With more than 1 billion internet anda

the National Science Foundation. ThA'
budget faces a cut of more than 50
These cuts—together with the '\.muml Insti-

agency’s
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Bold foreign money is filling
an Indian gap in private credit

Many of India’s private lenders suspect they are mispricing risks

ANDY MUKHERJEE
is a Bloomberg Opinion columnist covering
Industrial companies and financlal services
InAsia.

ndia is a sizzling market for private
credit, though some participants are
wondering if in their eagerness to close
deals, investors are shutting their eves to
risks, especially the legal minefields
around collateral and bankruptey.
Adecade ago, India'shanks were strug-
gling with the world's biggest load of
soured corporate loans. At about $200 bil-
lion, the write-offs on that exposure have

The collateral of a Shapoorji Palionji deal
has generated much talk. AruTmS

Some already are. In 2021, US lenders
gave $L.2 billion to Indian entrepreneur
Byju Raveendran for his eponymous
online educ: .lllunwumn- then the coun-

been large. Deposit-tak
tried to recover the debt via insolvency
proceedings have had to acoept harsh hair-
cuts. Traditional lenders are so scared by
that experience that personal credit, which
was less than half of banks’ advances to
Industry 10 years ago, is now L5
large and growing nearly twice as fast.
Credit demand and supply have changed
in other ways, too. Large firms, tradition-
ally the heaviest users of bank financing,
seem the least interested in project finance.
They are borrowing selectively to fund
acquisitions and refinance existing debt
rather than to create new capacity.
Startups and their foundess are far more
eager to raise debt, though that's mostly
because venture capital funds have
become: mng\ Initial publn' offeringsare
being delayed ina sl Land

tutes of Health's delayed funding alloc: and
the freezing of roughly $2.2 billion in federal
grants to Harvard University—risk stalling founda-
tional research and impeding Al innovation.
Meanwhile, restrictive immigration policies will
likely make it harder for the US to attract and retain
global talent, potentially triggering a reverse brain
drain as skilled Chinese tech workers returm home
to take up well-paid positions in a growing sector.
While the Trump administration has backed
massive infrastructure initiatives like Stargate—a
proposed 8500 billion Al data centre to be built by
OpenAl, Oracle and SoftBank—such projects risk
reinforcing Big Tech's dominance and sunm;
lhv mnm .mun needed toachieve

(qnm valuations for mzm unlisted firms
are cooling off. Non-bank financiers, too,
are starved for funding. Banks have turned
cautious about these firms’ exposure to
overleveraged households.

Thisisa perfect scenario for non-tradi-
nnml Ir.-ndn rs—global Iu:.un-n .mw( man-

wfillin

the void left by banks and pocket a cool
18-20% return. Viirde Partners, Oaktree
Capital Management and Davidson Kemp-
ner are among the most aggressive, though
everyone from BlackRock to Allianz
Global Invest

diverse industrial base, China also offers unparal-
leled conditions for deploying, testing and refining
Al applications. China accounts for nearly 30% of

tically in the deal-making.

But the deeper issue les in America’s shift away lu‘.\l plawnxm arquite mlm'(t Even
from l’(‘ulmmll AsUS like hthey'reinon: the
OpenAl become increasingly closed, Chinese firms !nmgn nmnq deluge hcunlnglhmn out

global manufacturing output, g g vast
amounts of data. In 2019 alone, its manufacturing
sector produced LBI12 petabytes of data and we
estimate that figure reached 2435 PB in 2024,

Ei nc\rx\ is another critical factor. In 2023, China

taking foreign I The most striki
successful example is By u'l)am*o s TikTok, which
positioned China at the forefront of online culture,
reshaped soclal media, and forced US firms like
Metato play catch-up.

Thisdynamic is already evident in fields like
renewable energy and electric vehicles (EVs).
Al will be no exception. Following the launch of

ately 9,456 terawatt-hours of

olwuk-liy A2%of the glnlml total and more than
double the US output of 4,178 TWh—giving ita
major advantage in powering the large-scale data
centres essential to widespread Al adoption.

America’s position in the Al race is further
undermined by Tmmp ‘s cuts to research funding
and lmnugraunn restrictions. In February, 170

ChatGPT in late 2022, marking Al ion into

were laid off, including Al experts, at

e s gies. And while
Trump's trade and immigration policies drive
away gobal talent and international collaborators,
China s actively marketing its low-cost Al models
toits trade partners.

Nodoubt, China faces internal challenges, com-
pounded by US trade restrictions that have limited
its access to advanced semiconductors. Domesti-
Chinese policymakers must strike a delicate
halance between encouraging innovation and
enforcing strict data controls. But while neither
shde has an easy path to Al dominance, Trump's
MAGA agenda may inadvertently help make China
great again, €2025/PROJECT SYNDICATE

THEIR

of marquee transactions. Domestic pri-
vate-credit ventures, especially those affili-
ated with banks, are also keen to earn high
nlr-uofmurmmramuL But they're more

try's most vals p. Now Byju'shas
collapsed and the muuq Is large
Creditors will be lucky to get even a few
centson the dollar from bankruptcy pro-
ceedings in India,

And yet, Byju's isnolonger a cautionary
tale in a gung-ho market. Creditors are
chasing special situations, such as a
nephew who needs a hefty loan to buy out
an uncle. The other opportunity is in
restructuring. Last month, Shapoogji Pal-
lonji Group, a real estate and construction
conglomerate, raised $3.4 billion from
Deutsche Bank and other investors to refi-
nance previous high-cost debt.

This deal, a new record for India’s pri-
vate-credit market, has ralsed eyebrows.
Although repayment isdue in three years,
the yield on the zero-coupon bond is as
high as19.75%. The collateral is also tricky.
Thedeal isreportedly hacked by shout $3.6
billion of real estate and investments in ofl
and gas. The crown jewel is 2 9.2% stake in
Tata Sons, valued at roughly $I8.6 billion.

But how will value from the holding
company of Tata Group, whose listed units
are worth $325 billion, ever be realized?
Shares in privately held Tata Sons aren't
freely transferable. That's the official posi-
tion of the charitable trusts that are its
majority shareholders. Maybe investors are
betting that the trusts will eventually relent
or that they will buy out Shapoorji, the
largest minority shareholder. N

veither out-
come can be predicted with any degree of
certainty. The bold bet shinesa light on the
buccaneering spirit that has taken over
India's nascent private-credit industry.
Policymakers would want to see more
risk-taking in creation of new assets.
India’s new central bank chiefhas slashed
interest rates, reducing the repo rate by a

ofca . Some of
them have struggled to zz]v" funds because
they aren't seen as bold enough.

Their foreign rivals, meanwhile, lack
neither capital nor cournge. Asa few prom-
inent Mumbai financiers told me, overseas
institutions may be mispricing the true
credit risk, which won't end well. Greed
may hurt foreign investors, who will then
cry that it's hard to get repaid in India.

th pected halfy point
on Friday. He hasalso flooded the financial
system with liquidity. But given the cloudy
outlook for global trade and local con-
sumption, corporate investment isn't India
Inc's priority. Swapping assets among one
another is. As for the money, there are
enough private lenders willing to write
checks of 100 million or more, And ifthey
don’t, someone else will.  £8LOOMBERG

Agentic payments: Why India needs a rupee stablecoin

PRIYA KARNIK

and smart contracts, nllﬂws for

1 | the functionality and flexibil

offered by
d condi- mhlmﬂm—n\wumlukium hased dig-

is the founder and CEO of Pay3.

s the founder of a global payment

solutions company, | have a sense of

pride when I speak about India’s pay-
ment systems to our gobal customers. India
hasoffered 24,7 settlements for all types of
payments for years and many nations are
only now catching up with it, Our Unified
Payments Interface (UP1) stands as a world-
rh\sm.ampl(- lnnnh'r o n-l.un thisleader-

tions, auditable pay: menh and much else
that we cannot fully fathom today. While
India has been

ital asset designed to peg its value to that of
arelatively stable-value asset, like a govern-

ments, we must embrace the

private and banking-sector issuancesof sta-
blecoins. India needs to discern and adopt
the model that best suits our financial and
regulatory environment.

presented by the rise of
money to retain our hard

real- pay- | mentissued ﬂ.nc\mr-nr\ Simultaneously, The CBDC isan excellent instrument for
reating 'digi- | some applu.nmn\. like reducing cash usage
tal twins” nf l-worlkd forthesetobe | and fac
and

India has already taken initial ﬁlt’}h\ﬂ uu,
direction. The nngnqu‘ pilot project of a
Lcmml Bunk Dlmlnl (unvnr) (CBDC)—a

f:

u-:ulul more efficiently
and transparently—are

ountry’s
official currency issued and regulated by its
central bank, representing a direct liability
uf thL\ monetary authority, like phnil .|I

India imbie about
a ncv\ paradlgm (h.u Is emerging in (hv
global

pa\mt-m,\

toa type of financ
uon where the execution .nndcnndummul‘

and ¢
features on its test agvnda Further, the
National Payments Corporation of India’s
(NPCI) e-Rupi initiative has demonstrated

an ability to issue payments for specific pre-
defined use cases. India s al

paving the way ﬁlt'mclt'n; its Ieadership in ble mum‘_\‘.‘Tu n
transfer. While the two (‘n.’lhlt' consumers and
operate  independently payments by embrice

the payment are directly embedded in the
software code associated with it. This means
pre-set rules that dictate when, how and to
whom a payment should be made without
requiring manual intervention for each such
programmed transaction.

This shift towards programmable pay-
ments, driven by advancements in block-
chain technology, artificial intelligence (Al)

inaglobal effort by ¢

line cross-border payments,

However, the global lands olving
atablistering pace.
initially explored within blockchain and
cryptocurrency ecosystems, countries like
the US are now rapidly pursuing the wide-
spread zdx)plmn of programmable money.

India can retain

But it may
not be the optimal vehicle
forenabling abroad-based
transition to programma-

architecture of programmable payments
can streamline compliance, enhance real-

ter capital ks with
substantially lesser friction.

The transition to programmable money
will require substantial investment from
commercial banks to upgrade their existing
infrastructure. This investment dovetails
well with the underlying shift to a world

d d by artificial intell The

“agentic world,’ where autono-
mou\ \I agents will mm-mngh manage
1

id“agentic
payments’'—transfers that are not merely
small, fast and low-cost, but intelligent, con-
ditional and capable of being executed
autonomously by these task-oriented Al
bots. This symbiotic relationship under-

scores the urgency and
of broad-basing our efforts in the field of

today, the convergenceof OV ng quickly the potential of program-
tokenization with pro- mable money, we must
grammable payments in - t0 enable digital expand our efforts beyond
the future promises to the CBDC's current scope,
unlock a truly advanced money that's fostering a wider ecosys-
financial services tem of and
s programmable adoption. The country
ble highly n s
ditional and |r.msp;|rull the Indian rupee issued by
financial gulated participants.
Fuelled by innovations | everything from supply-chain finance to India’s framework of capital controls
personalized lending. presents achallenge and an opportunity as

Countries are upl(‘;rln;: diverse models
for handling the emergence of stablecoins.
The m(xh-ls ha\ e ranged from light-touch

Theyarel ahead by ging

sight and span both

we make this leap into programmable pay-
ments. Capital controls create a complex set
of constraints in implementing such a trans-
f i . Atthes ,the

money.

The future of finance is being written by
and Al with p

money asafoundational element. Ifindiais

to maintain and fortify its leadership in the

global payments landscape, we must think

and act swiftly to enable an Indian rupee-

based ubk»mln and facilitate the adoption

of, y



FINANCIAL EXPRESS

WWW.FINANCIALEXPRESS.COM

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 11, 2025

Opinion

Fuselages for Rafales

Manufacturing for global OEMs will help
strengthen the local ecosystem

ATAADVANCED SYSTEMS Limited's (TASL) contract from Das-
sault Aviation to build fuselages for the Rafale fighter jet exem-
plifies the progress Indln has made in esnbllshlng a modzm
Catering
ing nqulremenu of global orlglnal equipment manufacturers (OEM)in
the defence space is a harbinger of possibilities in the not-so-distant
future of domestically assembling fighter aircraft. Rafales are almost
entirely manufactured in France, barring some non-sensitive imported
¢ Five ed from Dassault Reliance Aero-
xpace as part of offset obllgauons when India bought 36 Rafale jets
(IGA) with France nine years
ago.In Apfll, another 1GAwas inked to procure 26 Rafale-Marine fighter
jets—one of the costliest-ever defence deals—that will operate from the
Indian Navy’s two aircraft carriers. This is the first time that Rafale fuse-
lages—which is the main body or trunk of an aircraft—will be produced
outside France and is intended both for the domestic and global market.
TASLwill set upastate-of-the-art facility in Hyderabad to deliver two fuse-
lages amonth that will mII oﬂ' Lheammbly linein FY28.

TASLE lages,as it hasdelivered 3000f these in
March for Pilatus Alrcraﬁ. aSwiss aerolpxe company. But the company is
mthan)usluuppHmtnglobalOl-.Ms,ahhasmupa facilityinVadodara

i f; C-295 medium:-lift tactical trans-
pnrl aircraft for the Indian Air Force.A certain numberof. aircraftwillbe pur-
du.ed ina ﬂymycondmon and the rest will be assembled domestically,

fwhichi ptember 2026. Airbus also inked anagree-

ment with theTata Gr P f: heb lling H125 helicop
from its civilian range. India, in fact, is the sixth location where Airbus will
operate its final assembly lines besides France, Germany, US, Canada, and
China, The collaborative efforts on the C- 295 military aircraft, civilian heli-

and now fuselages for the Rafale have the potential to pro-
pel India into the final assembly of | ﬂghmaimﬁ Clearly, this is perhaps an
idea whose time has come,as th

However, there are several imponderables that need to be realistically
taken into account. The most important of these pertain to our inability to
deliv:rmﬂiurypmkﬂwnﬂme—nwas dgtltlyundenmred bythzchlefof

Indi
the

Perhaps he was alluding to Hindustan Aeronautics ud'l (HAL) poor track-
record in delivering 83 light combat aircraft Tejas Mark 1A, although the
contractwassigned in 2021 I'—\nnherpmgmondzzpmlng[)amdl ‘sfoot-
printin thy y f: of critical com-
ponents for the M88 englnu that powen the quala Safran malns (hou
engines and hasajoint venturewith HA
components for LEAPengines fmchlanahmR as we[l as lhc M88.

A Make in India initiative to make critical components for the M88
obviously depends on Safran’s willingness to transfer proprietorial tech-

logies to HALand oth ial Indian partners to make single-crys-

tal turk and ady d cooli needed for high performance
englnn If that happens, it would indeed be a game-changer for India’s
ambitions to be not just supplier of fuselages but also to make the latest
fighter aircraft in the country.

Musk is the $350 billion
rocket man who fell to earth

THE POPXC ‘srichestp ith its
Even Thie tar-
mnfElmMulk’shr luntﬁll, as 'y -m-mmmn

$630billioy

Inaled by Musk’s Space Explantinn Technologies Corp. —such is the danger of
This dang«wan’t hhh on lhnag!nda at the peak of Trump's bromance with
Musk,when the P the
way a Renalssance monarch mn;hl have prahad a lumusfulmlmhl expedition—
withamix of national ind financial potential: "1 called
Elon.Isald,"Elon, [\ Hesaid, Yes,itwas. 1 said,_Can

Russia do tNo!"Can China doit?*NoCan ll!’Unltd States do it other than you?'
“No,nobody can do that*That’s why | love you, Elon."

inMusk’s

¢ irosoill over Th

“dark MAGA"a spending {and Tesla

Inc) benefits from 521 billion worth of is g the

clash of egos, with Trump 8 T suppart.

Musk’s casual threat — quickly — tohalt the Dragy e up

NASArel choed th 1 dontheb:
Ukraine, has inthep gainst Russia

via SpaceX unit Starlink. These are high Iy 1}

Wbamnolungnlnthuulm of enterprising con-

axpayer-backed trade
emplres Even nr Musk deservu credit for his plt( ln
SpaceX

with BOM "

d orbit,the feud’s

f space suggs has taken
abackseat to favouritism. SpaceX's successes this

have not been on the launchpad but rather inside the
corridars of power, where its market share looks like a
lever for rent instead of Rule
changes to high-speed internet subsidies have opened
the door to Starlink awards, as has the prospect of a
deﬁnm"Goiden Dome"Trump's tariffbullying against

other g

LIONEL
LAURENT

tloomberg

O ccompaniedya  list st for
the Make rica Great Again (MAGA) m 5
While NASA and the Pentagy in heavily reliant an SpaceX, the silver lining
Il this is that Musk's A pup their game. US
P P Bezos’s Blue Origin
by government ufﬂdall ihwl rocket read! I to the ngton Post
L 7 ———-

ers like EuhlnlCnnununkammSA,whkhhlnummnhetl Shllhn(SI 7NI
lion) that would double the French s stake to 300, The
its first “hop" mnofamuubkboaterwnmulkdﬂmkwhuhlgumpndwmk

near Paris.
But one gloomy pn-Ibllltyh that a prolonged MAGA-Musk war makes space a
chilller and U

tums driven by penunal rivalrles won't inspire confidence. And Europeans have a
huge gap to close: A report by think tank Institut Montaigne notes that its military
space spending is one- ﬂﬁmnth the US, while Bloomberg Intelligence's john Davies

Eutelsat's O k requires billion or more of capital
spending by 2030.
4 though
B 8 L) nougs
pefully learnad shead of time,

AHATMA  GANDHI
FAMOUSLY said that
our development-ori-
ented work should
uplift the last man
standing in the queue. Recently, I met
such a‘last man’of our society—Ramd-
hani, belonging to the Musahar com-
munity and living in a village near
Phulpurin Prayagraj, Uttar Pradesh. He
gave me his evaluation of the develop-

@ INDIA'S DEFENCE PROGRESS
Union defence minister Rajnath Singh

Today, India is not only protecting its borders, but is also
creating a system which is making us strategically,
oeonomcdiy mduchmcd'ymng E.lrlcr we were

on foreign o quip but

hodlyhdnisnpidy

" P
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® REAL POLITICS
MODI 3.0 IS MARKED BY MANY SIGNIFICANT DECISIONS WITH LONG-LASTING IMPACT

A continuum of progress

BADRI NARAYAN

Director, GB Pant Social Science Institute, Allahabad 4

\

y .-

the NDA government. Even then,

ment work that has h d in the
last decade which impacted his life,
nylng, *Pakka ghar mila, bifuri lagi,

alka laga ba, raashan patayi milat ba,
}nmn ka dukh door ho gawa ba Ab

acti ise, as well as ing
major policy decisions and their impli-
cations, thisyearwas remarkable in the
history of Indlan governance.

This year of Modi 3.0 will be

hambka ka chahi?

chhuda, padhayi karwaun® (1 gol a
pucca house, electricity, water supply,
and food. What else do I aspire for? |
will ensure my children don't fall into
unemployment and send them to
school.” For me, it is the account of a
last man during the 11 years of gover-
nance under the National Democratic
Alliance (NDA) regime led by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi. This hope for
a future and growing capacity of
upward mobility among the margin-
alised is one of the big achievements of
the Modi government.

The Modi-led NDA government
completed the first year of its third
term on June 9, making it the ideal
time to discuss the progress of the
country in the past year. In my view, it
Is not easy to segregate this one year
from the impact of PM Modi's gover-
nance. The goal of his governance,
since the last 11 years, has been 'Ek
Bharat, Shreshtha Bharat’ (One India,
best India). This Shreshtha Bharat mis-
sion is evolving phase-wise. The first
phase is to achieve the goal of Viksit
Bharat in 2047, So, for some policy
analysts and social scientists, the Modi
government is evolving in a continua-
tion of its first phase, which started in
2014.There is no rupture or break in
the continuity of missions and goals of

for strong policy decl-
sions while maintaining balance with

Second, it will weaken mobilisational
politics around caste, which the oppo-
sition has been trying to cultivate
around the caste census issue. Per-
suading party members, leaders, and
cadres for the same and obtaining a
consensus among NDA's political par-
ties were big challenges on the path of

third term, the Modi government has
started working towards sensitising and

to equip itself with AL Recently, |
attended a seminar in Delhi on the use
of Al in education organised by a think
tank named CPRG. Here, government
official; d

evolve a canon to use Al in Indlan edu-
cation to achieve the goal in the New
Education Policy 2020.A tech week was
organised in Mumbai a few months ago
regarding the creative use of Al in
national development.

Like earlier, the Modi government,
in concord with its zero tolerance pol-
icy against terrorism, launched Opera-
tion Sindoor in retaliation against the

ally parties, P this decisi , all this was Pahalgam civilian attack. It caused a
with Mwudmologlml advanczmenu overcome as not only did the Modi war between India and Pakistan which
such as artificial g and = g its decision for d for three days. At the policy
responding to the terrorist attack of ~ holding national census with caste | level, this attempt was different from
Pahalgam through Operation Sindoor. it also d the BJP g s other initia-
Inthis regime, the NDA timeline for the same. tives— it was declared that any terror-
overnment Another ist action would be considered as an act
gnnnunced anational With remarkable and impactful decision | of war against India, and would be
census with caste enu- success in was passing the Waqf | dealt with by ourarmy. Operation Sin-
meration. This decision infrastructure Board Bill. Thisdecision | door Is not a one-time action—it will
is perceived as some-  dovelopment, the Modi caused a significant | continue for a long time as a response
thing which will influ- Wm has been reactionamong people | toany terrorist attack.
ence Indian societyand &% of the Islamic faithand Owing to the other developmental
polity deeply in the g to p Courtwas initiatives to achieve the goal of Viksit
long term. This deci- better indi in pp gainstthe | Bharat in 2047, India became the
sion has various risks— human devel same. ,asec- | fourth-largest economy of the world.
opinion conflict within tion of the P d With lemarhble success in infra-
i

the party and alliance,
the rise and growth of social conflict,
and various political polarisations, full
of possibilities of political gains and
losses. It was a bold decision taken to
gthen social justice for
the empowerment of marginal and
backward communities. It was also
politically important because of two
reasons—first, it Is going to generate
data forvarious castes which may help
us in reviewing the distribution of
developmental resources in society,as
well as in understanding the trends of
distribution of social justice resources.

Volatility is

JAMAL MECKLAI

CEO, Mecklai Financial
www.meckiai.com

others, supported it. This decision may
have far-reaching political impact. The

struc the Modi gov-

ernment has been working to achieve

betlertkvtlopmennl indicators In the
sector, incl

ple of a certain m;
polarised in the upcoming elections
against the Bhartiya Janta Party (BJP),
but it is believed by some political ana-
lysts that such a decision may help in
the proper utilisation of religious
resources and help in equal distribu-
tion among the marginal members of
this community.
As observed, PM Modi is uylng (a
India and,
govemante In this first of year of hll

ﬂeldl such as education, health, ana
disaster management. In my view, PM
Modi's gmlemanu Is a continuum

and
political lmpact of the BJP-NDA gov-
ernment's entire work of the past 11
years may be assessed. The first year of
Modi 3.0 may be perceived as a year of
new initiatives and the cumulative
impact of what this government did in
its entire tenure.

here to stay

The time to be extra cautious is now, as Trump's
tariff turbulence will affect the market till

the end of his tenure

VOLATILITY, PARTICULARLY WHEN it
Is high and rising sharply, feels almost
physical—talk to any trader and
indeed, to companies that have to plan
their businesses in the face of high
uncertainty. The pain can get pretty
intense over a period of time, after
which, in general, the market itself gets
exhausted and things calm down.

But not this time.

Before today, the volatility of the
DXY has suffered four sharp peaks
since 2002, lasting an average of 253
trading sessions (289,102, 240, 381),
after which, in all cases, it came down,
sometimes sharply, and occasionally
steadily. Today, the volatility of the
DXY has been rising for 261 trading
days (since May last year), suggesting it
may be coming close to a turning

int. However, with Donald Trump

ecoming increasingly unable to
always get what he wants, his petu-
lance will continue to jerk markets
(and businesses) around, sustaining
this insane volatility pattern beyond
“normal”timelines.

Thus, it seems to me that high
volatility will likely last till at least the
end of his term and perhaps longer,
since even at the end of his term, global
systems—both geopolitical and eco-
nomic—will likely still be unstable.
Mental health issues will rise, people
will burn out faster, and companies

will have to contend with seriously
fluctuating results, unless, of course,
theyhave risk management systems in
place that can deliver at least reason-
able results over the medium to
long term.

In the short term though, this con-
tinuing pressure could trigger a col-
lapse in global markets, and 1 suspect
it may be sooner rather than later. US
treasuries, which are the

look a tad better. The Reserve Bank of
India (RBI) has stepped up to the mon-
etary easing plate aggressively and
delivered a slightly surprising 50 bps
cut AND reduced the cash reserve ratio
(CRR) by 100 bps; it did, however,
change its stance to neutral, suggest-

financial year, debt outflows have
exceeded $3 billion—pushing the
rupee in the opposite direction,
Clearly, we are likely to see continued
high rupee volatility as well.

More than ever, companies should
get out of the zero hedge apfroach

ing that it donewithi to
cut rates in the near term. The forward
premiums, which were already shifting
downwards in anticipa-

bellwether for the finan- " tionofa2s bps cut, could
clal health of the world,  In the short term,  slip further.

nwmngapeai _Omtining e
already hugselyp nervous pressure could hedging  to pvolecsl
and has to contend with  trigger a collapse in  against the crazy volatil-
any number of possible  global markets, and  ity, may slow down dollar
i Trumps big beauiful  ftmay be sooner 5T U
Bill, which is expected to rather than later believe it makes more
be passed by the US Sen- sense to bet on catching
ate right before the Inde- an attractive spot rate.

pendence Day holiday on July 4. Since
it is a Friday, I could see the storm
clouds gather in the market in the
weeks before that, particularly with
the other outlandish events

However, we note that since April, the
intra-day high-low spread has aver-
aged more than 40 paise, which l:

Some P
ally managed ones amnngn them—
believe that the rupee always falls
more than the premiums, so they take
apunt and ALWAYS stay unhedged. To
my mind, this is dangerous and plain
wrong. Over the last five years, simply
staying unhedged on 12-month expo-
sures has nuhrevfnrmed hedging on
Day 1 by yourbreath—a pathetic
0 l% Given that, it would make more
sense to hedge all exposures on Day 1,
since then, at least you know your real-
isations and, importantly, you are car-
rying ZERO RISK.

Of course, it is difficult for compa-
nies to hedge 100% on Day 1 for busi-
ness reasons, since visibility is not per-
fect (particularly today), transactions

higher than the current th:
and trying to catch an

sentiment—Elon Musk v/s Trump, for
example, and the July 9 deadline for
Trump's tariffs, and, far worse, the
escalating Palestinian genocide and
the Russia/Ukraine war. Be even more
careful than usual.

Back at the farm, though, things

THE EDITOR

Ayear of Modi 3.0

Apropos of ‘The challenge begins
now' (FE, June 10), the National
Democratic Alliance (NDA) has
successfully completed its first
decade of ruling. Undoubtedly, the
economy and the country are
growing. However, challenges are
equally mounting. The ongoing trade
talks on tariff rates will have a visible
impact on the country's import and
export policies, compelling experts to

attractive spot rate dumps you into the
volatility pit—not a pleasant place for
anyone. A slowdown in exporter sell-
ing, if it materialises, could push the
rupee higher, but on the other hand,
lower rates could increase outflows
from the debt market—already in this

may be: led, etc. Thus, it is impor-
tant for companies to have a strategy
that enables them to keep only some
part of their exposure unhedged—
udu:lng‘ risk from the zero-hedge
approach—while following a rule-
based model to ensure that they are
not trapped in wild volatility trying to
guess or time the market.

ke

spend more time and gy in
realigning them. Ample scope exists
for the economy to beat Japan in real
terms of GDP. However, India needs to
strive mare towards the reduction of
poverty ratio. The NDA needs to gear
up on the agri economy by tapping
capacity building in logistics,
especially the road sector. Equally, the
investments on imgation needs to be
aggressively hiked to cover the
unirrigated regions, which will enable
to reap the twin benefits of poverty

lleviation and better agri producti
~RV Baskaran, Chennai

Alast minute invite to G7

Though it is a last minute invitation to
Prime Minister Narendra Modi for
attending the G7 summit in Canada as
a guest, he must attend. He could
engage in diplomatic du:unlam

g e,

invited Modi despite the opposition
from Canadian Sikh organisations.
Modi must participate in discussions
pertaining to global trade policies,
security and defence cooperation,
and energy and climate change
policies. Despite a late invitation, Modi
must come back with constructive

leading to new coll

agreements. Since india is the 'ounh
largest economy in the world and
playing an increased role in global

~~NR Nagarajan, Sivakasi

OWrite to us at feletters@expressindia.com
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Impactful eleven years
of Modi Government

From bold reforms to welfare breakthroughs, the Modi
era has redefined the narative of governance
s Prime Minister Narendra Modi completes 11 years in office, the
occasion marks a significant chapter in India's political and
developmental joumey. Over the past decade, the Modi
Government has overseen a broad transformation — economically,
socially, and ideologically — ushering in what can be termed as a new

era of focused on and
national pride. BJP President JP Nadda has also emphasised key

of the ranging from social icto
political of the Modi

Under Modi's leadership, India has risen from the 10th to the 4th
largest economy globally. Welfare schemes targeting the poor, such as
Jan Dhan, Ayushman Bharat, Ujjwala Yojana and housing initiatives,
have lifted an estimated 25 crore people out of poverty, reflecting what
the Government calls its *gareeb kalyan" model of development.

A strong push for ded has seen the of
matemity leave, the rise of self-help groups like ‘Lakhpati Didis,” and
women making major strides in sectors ranging from grassroots

to space The also claims

credit for shifting Indian politics from identity-based appeasement to a
results-oriented model, where report cards, not rhetoric, define public
leadership. One of the most testing periods of Modi's tenure was the
COVID-19 pandemic, during which India conducted the world's largest
frae vaccination drive, delivering over 220 crore doses. This was

by swift like Vaccine Maitri and
Operation Ganga, enhancing India’s stature as a responsible global
actor. In Jammu and Kashmir, the Government’s decision to abrogate
Article 370 marked a turning point in India's intemal integration
efforts. The move, followed by record voter turnout in local elections, is
presented as proof of deeper democratic normalisation in the region.

Infrastructure too has been a defining pilar, with the long-pending
Chenab Bridge project finally completed and inaugurated this year.
Other headline reforms over the years include the abolition of Triple
Talag, the Citizenship Amendment Act, and changes to Wagf laws, all
aimed, tothe at long-standing
soclal imbalances.

The Modi Govemment continues to project the vision of a “Viksit
Bharat” by 2047, guided by the principle of *Sabka Saath, Sabka
Vikas, Sabka Vishwas, Sabka Prayas.” While critics point to concerns
over democratic freedoms and of power, even
acknowledge the sweeping nature of the changes witnessed under
Modi's leadership.

At the end of 11 years, Narendra Modi's tenure has not only
redefined governance in India but has also reshaped the expectations
citizens have from their leaders. Whether viewed as or

Debate on India’s defence doctrine

The larger question looms: Can India afford costly engagements with transient outcomes, without a comprehensive
reimagining of its military doctrine, defence spending and national security policy?

don't matter, outcomes do. He was

answering questions from
Bloomberg in Singapore about the number
of Indian jets downed in Op Sindoor. Some
previous combat Josses: World War 11 —
Allies 91,105 aircraft; Axis Powers 70,900 air-
craft. In 1965, IAF 59 aircraft, and Pakistan
Alr Force (PAF) 43 alrcraft in 22 days.

At Balakot both sides incurred the loss of
one aircraft each while India also lost a heli-
copter due to friendly fire, all within 48
hours. There are other examples of alr assets
lost. But all these engagements were contact
wars, some spread over years. Op Sindoor
was an 88-hour non-contact, Beyond Visual
Range (BVR) conflict.

For India, a developing economy and

ring to be a developed nation by 2047,
l‘t’wp‘cmlsol conflict amﬂ:suhanl hon!dn\d-
Instability impinge negatively on develop-
ment, especially when the outcome is non-
decisive and deterrence only transitory.
Pakistan will not cease to wage war, skir-
mishes and proxy wars as it has for the last

ars.

I;:lhl failed to terminate wars decisively
because of not appreciating the strength of
military power and the use of force. Hard

er Is bullt over time with costs and

wvestments. The muscular counter-terror-
ism policy the BJP Government has adopt-
ed for over a decade was built on rhetoric,
‘A‘Pmdm less than 2 per cent of GDP on

lefence. The absence of credible deterrence,
erratic use of force and the unresolved lssue
of Kashmir led to the Pahalgam carnage
and other terrorist incidents in Kashmir.
Had a more serious view been taken of
comprehensive national power, Pakistan
would not have dared to bait India period-
Ically, Op Sindoor, its tactical successes and
strategic flaws necessitate an immediate
defence review encompassing the entire
span of the current BJP rule.

Since the appolntment of CDS and
Department of Military Affairs and the cen-
trality of National Security Adviser and the
Defence Planning Committee he leads,
strategic (Nnhl:? ought to have led to the
enunciation of defence and security doc-
trines which in turn could have facilitated
the formation of Integrated Theatre

DS Gen Anil Chauhan has made
( :(he startling comment that costs

polarising, the Modi era has left an unmistakable imprint on the
nation's political and developmental psyche.

3
| EETALK S

A young boy plays Rabaabon a Shikara in Dal Lake as weather
remains pleasant in Kashmir Valley. PTI

Letters to the Editor

C ds, still waiting to happen. The
domination of alr power will the

Sindoor, it emerged as
the sword arm, per-
suading Army Chief
Gen Upendra Dwivedi
to skip the CI1 Military
Partnership Summit,
Delhi for blessings from
the Rajguru  of
Chitrakoot temple who
sought from Army
Chief PoK as Guru
Dakshina. While Air
Chief Marshal AP Singh
modestly stole the lime-
light at the summit fol-
lowing the d-off

ASHOK K
MEHTA

L

announced his Government's first Strateglc
Defence Review and an increase from 2 to
2.5 per cent of GDP by 2027 and ultimate-
ly, targeting 3 per cent by 2034. He said these
are not aspirational but achievable targets.
He announced an immediate increase in
defence spending of GBP 15 bn, saying addi-
tional capabilities will deter conflict, nam-
Ing Russia (and China) as the main threat.

As India is afrald to name China as a
threat, it does not have a written national
security policy. Imagine Prime Minister
Modi making similar announcements in his
Mann ki Baat or an interview with ANTlike
Starmer did on BBC. He outlined the key

campalgn of attrition of Pakistan Air Force
alr and land assets, Gen Dwivedi kept alive
the relevance of land forces in the territor-
ial conquest of PoK and in capturing and
holding ground.

Returning to reforms, the Government
must immediately commit to higher defence
spending, which is the manifest trend the
world over following the Ukraine war enter-
ing its fourth year, the Gaza outrage in its

debate on the indivisibility of air assets and
put a spoke in the wheel of the early
fruition of Theatre Commands.

First salvos in this regard have already

third year, pound b in West
Asia and turbulence in the Indo-Pacific,
especially the South China Sea. President
Trump Is telling NATO and Indo-Pacific
allies to spend more on defence — 5 per cent

d of defence prepareds — the
type of equipment the UK would build for
Its strategic and conventional deterrence and
its focus on NATO First. NATO and Europe
have three nuclear-armed nations to deter
Russia and China.

The other two original nuclear-armed
powers all together constitute the P5 in the
UN Security Council. Indias defence forces,
on the other hand, have been hollowed out
over time due to inadequate funding and
lethargic procurement procedures. While
A rbharta is an undeniable great
virtue, Delhi’s dependence on Russéa, France,
the US, Israel, the UK and Germany for

niche technologies makes self-reliance some- .

of enhanced thresholds of non-contact and
hot war under the nuclear overhang is to be
sustained. Business Standard's AK
Bhattacharya, a long-term advocate of htgt-
er defence spending, recently suggested that
there were two ways to do this: first, to break
the limit on fiscal deficit; and the other to
reduce capex to transfer funds to defence.

As this will affect growth, he said, accept-
ing a higher fiscal deficit was the better
option. There Is a third way too. Past
Finance Commissions have tossed ideas but
the Government has not shown political
courage to make the right choices as those
will hurt its welfare schemes and impose a
fresh burden on the taxpayer.

Perlodic clashes with Pakistan have cre-
ated uncertainties and instabilities that will
deter FDI and discourage shifting supply
chains to India. Delhi’s import reliance on
China is increasing phenomenally; in
2023-24 to USD 110 bn, which is almost
twice India’s defence budget. China remains
the primary challenge, rival and competitor.
Enhanced defence allocation will have
meaning if defence acn}:.hlunn processes are
streamlined to ensure full utilisation of funds
by the end of the fiscal. For too long, mod-
emisation funds have had to be surrendered.
Costs matter as much as outcomes.

(The writer, o retired Major General, was

been fired by IAF veterans. No longer is the
IAF a support arm as late CDS Gen Bipin
Rawat had forcefully averred. After Op

for NATO and substantial but unspecified
increases for Japan and South Korea. Earlier
this month, Prime Minister Kelr Starmer

what s ct.
lmmm injection of resources, espectal- _‘f‘:m - “"',"u,"‘ L ""”‘"n'.
ly in R&D, Is imperative if the new normal .

member of
Itegrated Defence Staff. Views are

India needs a smarter approach to crowd management

SECOND
pinion

0 India, large gatherings are not rare disrup They are
I(hz norm. Cricket victories, political rallies, religious fes-
each

approach to mass gatherings into a National F k for
Crowd Management. This would not be a one-size-fits-all man-
date but a flexible, tiered system of planning protocols — clas-
sified by crowd size, event type, and infrastructure profile.
Such a framework could ’I&mdi« practices that are cur-
rently ad hoc. Risk assessments, exit planning, inter-agenc
o d depl o kﬁm (nxﬁd be sund.m’l‘

tivals, celebrity app airport inaugy —
4 I

can summon th dreds of th d
mn public spaces, often with little formal planning. These
«© reflect India’s energy and scale.

But they also present a persistent challenge: how to man-
age such gatherings safely, predictably, and without incident.
Recent tragedies have highlighted the cost of poor crowd
management. But the solution lies not in stricter
enforcement or post-incident inquiry. It lies in some-
thing India’s governance structures too often over-
look: systemic planning. Crowds in India are dlﬂ
ing. They no longer assemble only for annual reli-
glous rituals or pre-scheduled political events.
Instead, many now form spontaneously — mobilised
in minutes via social media, often in semi-urban
spaces not designed to handle them,

They are less hierarchical, more mobile, and more
complex to anticipate. Policing such crowds with tra-
ditional methods — barricades, loudhailers, baton
units — is both inefficient and increasingly inade-
quate. Frontline officers are experienced but often
under-resourced. What Is ny is not better policing, but
better governance. India would benefit from codifying its

P di not left l.'n ndividual discretion. Crowd safety
should be integrated into disaster plans and urban
Emmng icies, rather than remaining solely the responsi-
lity of district police officers. At the district level, the intro-
duction of Joint Operations Centres (JOCs) — multi-agency
units that co-ordinate planning and response dur-
Ing significant events — could vastly improve effi-
clency. Police, health services, fire departments,
h and 1 bodies

should work from a shared playbook with clear
lines of autharity and com: . T can
also do more of the heavy lifting. Many Indian
clties are now equipped with CCTV networks and
drone units.

These assets, combined with crowd-modelling
software and Al-based density tracking, can pro-
vide real-time alerts and enable pre-emptive
responses. In high-risk events, Al heatmaps can
help guide crowd dispersal, monitor entry flows,
and identify potential pressure points before they
escalate Into erous situations. However, few police units
have access to this technology in a usable, integrated form.

The Ministry of Home Affairs could bridge this gap by fund-

ng state-level pilot projects through the Modernisation of
ice Forces scheme. Partnerships with Indian research insti-
tutions and private tech firms could yleld homegrown solu-
thons suited to India’s unique conditions. Physical infrastruc-
ture often determines whether a crowd flows or clogs. Indias
urban spaces frequently lack adequate signage, multiple exits,
or directional guidance for mass movement. Cities should be

n

through city p or urban
development grants, to incorporate {nmxumndo\u design
Into their routine infrastructure upgrades. For recurring high-
density events, such as pilgrimages or local festivals, tempo-
rary modular infrastructure (barricades, elevated walkways,
dlg{ml signage, and mobile medical units) can be deployed.
No system of control Is complete without public co-oper-
ation. In moments of panic, communication — fast, accurate,
and trusted — is critical. Police forces should develop public
messaging strategles tallored to event type and local language,
using both digital platforms and community networks. In areas
with recurring gatherings, citizen engag through res-
ident welfare associations, local leaders, and panchayats, can
enhance both awareness and compliance. Indias police
forces learn constantly, but often in isolation. A national repos-
itory of After-Action Reports — brief, structured analyses of
crowd events — could be maintained by the Bureau of Police
Research and Development. Accountability, too, must evolve.

(The suthor is DGP aad Head, Haryana State Narcotics
Control Bureau. Views are personal)

INDUS WATER TREATY
SUSPENSION IS IRREVERSIBLE

PM Modi to attend G7 summit

Prime Minister Narendra Modi's invitation to the upcom-
ing G7 outreach meeting in Canada next week Is seen as
a precondition for Modis participation in the day-long meet-
ing, which follows the G7 Summit, amid ongoing tensions
over the Hardeep Singh Nijjar killing. Carney had placed
“conditions” on the invitation to the Indian Prime Minister,
and Modi asked for time to decide on whether to accept
the conditions or not.

Carney, facing domestic criticism for inviting Modi so
s00n after the RCMP accused Indian agents of involvement
in Nifjar's murder. The G7 summit, scheduled for june 15-17
in Kananaskis, Alberta, will focus on “strengthening peace
and security, countering foreign interference as well as
transnational crime and improving joint responses to wild-
fires" according to Carney.

It is the first of the three priorities that Carney has out-
lined for the summit, and directly addresses the concerns
Canada has expressed about the Modi Government in the
wake of the Nifjar assassination. Relations between the two
countries had sharply deterioeated after Canada’s public alle-
gations of the Modi Government's involvement in Nijjars
murder. The resumption of law enforcement dialogue can
be seen as a step toward rebuilding bad ties, but Canadian
officials stress that justice and Investigations remain
central to thelr agenda.

BHAGWAN THADANI | MUMBAI

A Call for Balanced Governance

On the occasion of completing the first year of his third term
the Prime Minister has appreciated himself for achieving
the country’s economy to grow to be the fourth largest in
the world. His colleagues are also falling in line. No doubt,
it deserves appreciation. India ks also producing more bil-
lionaires than any other countries. But it is one part of the
story. But equally important other part also needs to be con-
sidered. India is holding 105th place in Global Hunger Index
in the list of 127 countries.

Indta is put on ‘serlous’ category in the hunger list. In the
Corruption Perception Index India s placed in 96th place
with 38 W‘t]nu in the list of 180 countries. The counu?"-
place in World Happiness Report Is 118 in the list of 147.
Education policy and standard of education stand exposed
for producing unemployable youth. Unemployment, espe-
clalry unong“(he educnzed yo?lh“ Is growing Zx':n:sh&‘;v»
ing level. Above all 81 crore people are still depending on
free ration. Manipur and Kashmir are yet to see peace and
normal life. States are crying foul against the fading feder-
al spirit and discriminatory treatments. The judiclary is
forced to intervene to maintain the supremacy of the con-
stitution. Attending these woes Is also the duty of this
Government, which the leaders are reminded of to attend
to them with concern to ensure comprehensive devel-
opment that benefits all.

AG RAJMOHAN | ANANTAPUR

Vande Bhart reaches Kashmir valley

The Vande Bharat Express, being put into service on the
Jammu-Seinagar route, is specifically engineered to with-
stand severe winter conditions in the Himalayan region. It
can improve connectivity and trade and commerce. Firstly,
it reduces the travel time between the Jammu reglon, the
Kashmir Valley, and the rest of the country.

The Vande Bharat train comes into play espectally when
inclement weather plays spoilsport, making roads and air
travel congested (lP(;:]ly:‘%.“ ’Iﬁ K
into service on the Jammu-Srinagar route, is specifically en'ﬁ
neered to withstand severe winter conditions in
Himalayan region. It can improve connectivity and trade
and commerce. It should boost the tourism sector, a key
contributor to Jammu and Kashmir's economy, especially
when we consider that horticulture is the breadwinner for
asignificant portion of the e. It can greatly reduce
travel time for products such as apples, plums, or cherries,
thereby generating extra income for the natives. It can be
said 1o a certain extent that railways have had a transfor-
mative effect on the cultural landscape of India. So, the
recently launched Vande Bharat train can be seen as a har-
binger of goodwill that should bridge cultural divides, espe-
clally in sensitive zones, this initiative holds immense poten-
tial to not only enhance economic prosperity but also fos-
ter greater national integration in the region.

VUASY SINGH ADHIKARI | NAINITAL

Pakistan is itsedfl responsible for this

propos of the front-page news with arms and ammunition, and amy
{June ) on India’s snud on the bases for thelr strategic gains, eyeing
dus Water Treaty 1960, post- India. But Pakistan chose to play their
Pahalgam massacre and Operation tunes instead of strengthening itself with
Sindoor, the reversal of its most ghbour, India, whose
of ty support for
fearing an outrage in India. The and geographically was not just
infrastructure plans for diverting Indus  immensely invaluable but indispensabie
river tributaries to water-deficient Mast sigaificantly, the partition itsedf
regions of Jammu-Kashmir, Punjab, ‘was uswiable, as it proves now beyond
Haryana, and Rajasthan are under doubt, and the calls from Pa/K across
Is special train, being put implementation. The intervention by any  the barder resonate It. Such disruptive
country or the World Bank Is ruled out as  and secessionist political scenarios also
they have no stakes, and the pressure ook imeversible tll their asmy
tactics of the 1960s will not work. But supersedes the ebected Govemments.

Pakistan still fails to see its future and

suspension. Until now, its leaders and seeks compensation in the name of

Ministers had been on  grants and "\ Werld

the Indus and its tributaries in a violest  Bamk, and other countries, which comes

tone. but in vain. Pakistan has #t & heavy cost. The IWT is a more

discriminated on water against cartain potential factor for Pakistan than any

states and on budgeting against supplies of arms and ammunition. The

Balochistan and Khyber Pakhtoonkhwa friends and allies of Pakistan are in fact

Dbesides oppressive rules. Its allies in the s worst enemies.

past and present had only empowered it VINOD JOMRY| DELMI
We apgrecate your feessack.
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Bridging the chasm in Kas

Chenab Bridge is a statement of political will, a break from era of token
gestures, But Kashmiris need empathy, not just infrastructure

AMITABH MATTOO

BRIDGES ARE NOT just made of steel. They
are buile of intent, of imagination, and will.
The Chenab Bridge, the world's highest rail-
way arch, unvedled last week in Jammu and
Kashmir by Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
Is a triumph of engineering. But it is also

A That

India will connect, invest, include — even in
the face of terror, trauma and turbulence.

The Valley is no stranger to moments of
hope disrupted by viokence, The recent ter-
rocist attack in Pahalgam was not just an act
of

itwas

no accident. Terror knows when to strike:
Just when peace feels plausible.

But this time, India did not blink.
Operation Sindoor was a firm military re-
ply. Historians will analyse its long-term
impact, Yet, the more out-of-the-box re-
sponse came through words. A partiamen-
tary delegation travelled to world capitals
with a simple truth: The violence was not
acry of grievance, but a campaign of sub-
version — designed, funded, and fuelled
from across the border,

Yes, the dipl was

pened, witnessing an unprecedented revival

The Chenab Bridge crystallises this vision,
Astructure that was once dismissed as im-
possible is now not only real, it is operational.
That s not just governance, ll is pullﬂul will

me era of token gestures md annual vtuzx
is no longer an

and the jury may still be out about how well
it worked, But in today's world, choreogra-
Pphy is power, If India does not write its own
script, someone else will — often with dis-

tortion, sometimes with malice.
Pakistan's game is unchanged — public
 peace, peiy )

-mmry ~ itis astrategy in itself, nu-.:u is
not just to pacify, but to 1. Not
to integrate, but to inspire. In Kashmir, that
change matters, Because have been
made before. What is different now is exe-
cution and expectation,

Suill, let us not deceive ourselves. Steel can

terror, P , not for
the sake of the people of Kashmir, but for the
politics of Rawalpindi, And in that game,
every moment of progress in the Valley is a
threat to Pakistan's script of vk1lmhood It
thrives on iy

ple. What Kashmir needs is not just infra-
structure, it needs empathy, It needs restora-
tion. It needs a political imagination that
moves from managing resentment to en-

healed communities,

And yet, against all odds, India builds,

The Chenab Bridge ks not just a rail link.
Itis acivilisational message. That we will con-
nect where others divide, That we will in-
chude where others exclude, That we willin-
wvest where others instigate. It Is a span of
m!l but also of sovereignty and solidarity. A

B Earth bt fie
lt'-.

aresolve

worth. From control to confidence.

let down, by militants who promised azadf
and delivered ashes, by political leaders who
ruled bk feudal custodians, and by an admin-

control. And yet, the people endure.
The teacher in Budgam who walks miles
woptnaom-rwmxhudm The farmer
ing apples from stubbom

to n.-dum Much like Adi Shankara, who

debate, leam and unm pNInlupMnl tradi-
tions, s
not of conguest, but of connection,
PM Modi's approach to Kashmir is often
Nattened into a single frame: Security, That
by oundasad hei

wﬂ.The professor in Ganderbal
working through internet cuts and security
alerts, The real reporter who writes what she-
sees, not what she’s told. The shawd weavers
of Kandhama who live to produce their art.
The Pandit who stayed behind, despite the
threats, because the Valley is her soul's ad-

Kashmir is not only about its
grand narratives; it is about
its quict continuities. Itis
time policy recognised this
reality. This year’s Kheer
Bhawani Mela, though
muted, still whispered of a
pluralism not yet
extinguished. That flicker, of
coexistence, of faiths
entwined, must not be
allowed to die. Tt is what
makes Kashmir not just a
conflict, but a civilisational

C R Saskumar

WIWW.INUIAREAFRESO VUM

WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“Itis a mark of Americans' pride in their capacity for self-government that federal
troops intervene in what should be local matters only in the rarest of circumstances.

“This did not need to be one of them.

= THE WASHINGTON POST

From dreams
to deeds

Eleven years of inclusive growth have taken
people beyond subsidies and services — and
given them a firm belief in a better future

350 million people, and 110 million farmers

PM-KISAN. These numbers come alive
through the stories of people like Meera
Manghi,the 100 millionth Ujjwala benefici-
ary.Shementions how Rs 2.5 lakh was cred-
ited mmw to her bank account wilhoul

ASHWINI VAISHNAW

ANEW BHARAT s taking shape — where

DP.but In
dignity and opportunity. Annam Lakshmi
Bhavani, a homemaker from Kadapa, se-
cures the Mudra loan to start a successful
Jute bag manufacturing unit. jagdev Singh
in Haryana makes decisions related to his
crops using an Al app. And Meera Manjhi
gets an LPG connection under Ujpwala, en-
suringa kitchen and qual-

any
rations every month, and a lmokrltn
kitchen under Ujjwala, This lx hntlume
wrowth at any
period in our recent histary,

In 2015, we launched Make in India to
create jobs and revive industrial growth,
Today, electronics manufacturing has in-

reased six times to cross Rs 12 lal
Electronics exports have increased eight
times to cross Rs 3 lakh crore to become
among the top exported goods. Bharat is
now the second largest mobile phone pro-
ducer. We are now deepening the manufac-

ity time with her children, These are every-
day realities of villages, towns, and cities
across Bharat, These transformations stem
from structural reforms and a leadership

turing value chain by electronic

components under the new Electronic

Companents Manufacturing Scheme.
India’s

ratives; it is about its quiet Itis
ime policy recognised this reality.

This year's Kheer Bhawani Mela, though
muted, whispered of a pluralism not yet
extinguished, That flicker of coexistence, of
faiths entwined, must not be allowed to die,
Itis what makes Kashmir not just a conflict,
but a civilisational crossroads. The spirit of
Lal Ded, who sang in mystic verse of truth
beyond division, still echoes in the Valley —
avoice that united Muslim and Hindu,
scholar and shepherd, in a language of
shared humanity,

India must not, however, make the mis-
take of assuming that silence s acceptance,
That the absence of bullets means the pres-
enceof peace. A secure Kashmr is not a sub-
dued Kashmir. It is a Kashmir that speaks,
votes, disagrees, dreams,

Pakistan will try again, It will send men,
money, misinformation. It will exploit every
gap, every grievance, That is why this isa mo-
ment of reckoning.

We can retreat, once again, into a familiar
cycle of grief, blame, and bureaucracy. Or we
can build, Slowly, steadily, with steel and
with soul.

Let the Chenab Bridge remind us: No
chasm is too wide if we dare to span it. As
someone whose life has been shaped by this
land, as a scholar, a resident, a son of the
Valley, | say this: Do not reduce Kashmir to
security jargon or poetic cliché. It deserves
more, It demands more. It is time to restore
its place, not on the margins, but at the heart
of the Indian idea.

The Valley stands today between a
tragedy in Pahalgam and a triumph in
Chenab. On ! The

From the very beginning. our guiding
philosophy has been antyodays — uplifting
people at the bottom of the pyramid. This
viston, guided by the leadership of Prime
Minister Ira Modi, is based on four
simple yet powerful pillars. Building infra-
structure that connects, growth mn is ln-
clusive,

simplifying

mission ts to break-

through. The country’s first commercial lab
Is under construction; five OSAT units are
underway: over 20 chipsets with indigenous
1P have been de: students and en-
gineers in India. We have onboarded 270
universities with world-class EDA tools. This

;ty:lmﬂwmpdammtym R

Capital expenditure has grown signifi-
cantly in the past 11 years, reaching Rs 112
lakh crore in 2025-26, This surge in public
Investment is most visible in India’s infra-
structure — physical, digital, and social. Over
the past 11 years, nearly 59,000 km of high-
ways have been built, and over 37,500 kmof
radlwary tracks laid. Recently, the Chenab and

been in governance. Over 1,500 nldla'v:

removed. New laws like the Telecom Actand
DPDP Act are built on trust and simplicity,

This has encouraged investment, innova-
tion, and formalisation, creating a virtuous
growth cycle.

Bharat's appmrh to terror, too, has

ashmir,

lkes to air strikes

the arrival of Vande Bharat through these
beidges felt like a dream,

This spirit of connectivity goes beyond
raibways to digital highways, India's digital
public infrastructure (DP1) has become a
global benchmark, UPIL, Aadhaar, and

their

scale and inclusiveness, Over 141 crore

Aadhaar registrations and 60 crore UPI

mmxllom every day signify their reach
issim-

and now Operation Sindoor, Bharat has

terror. Each response reflects a swift, decl-
sive action — on our own terms, This new

way of
the Modi doctrine. It is based on three pil-
lars. Decisive retaliation on Bharat's terms,
zerotolerance for nuclear blackmailand no
distinction between terrorists and their
sponsors, What made our response this time

The same vision drives the IndiaAl
Mission, Over

chips, known as GPUS, are now available to
all at just one-third the global cost. These
chipsare needed as part of Al development.

the AlKosha platfe

wnmemedndip
bilities, Anation
must not only d
~ and Bharat did exactly that,

In 2004, at the end of Atal (Bihari
Vajpayee) fi's tenure, India was the 11th

largest y in the world, Between

dress, These are not just vignettes. They are crossroads. The spirit of Lal e 370 datasets and 200 ready-to- 2004 and 2014, India remained at the 1th
Yes, his P to  the warpand wen of Knhm'n dlmky Ded, who s . tie other, our possibilities. use Al models for leaming and innovation,  position, reflecting a decade of missed mo-
terroe. But it has als These i WH SO K1 yoe- Let us choose wisely. Thhlmmmmlhllnymh‘ mentum, In the past decade, Bharat re-
he region's | nuynwredlmnnywampum yn.hu verse of truth beyond gained e to
civicinfrastructure. In Jun a l!wyun.lhnu- also justice, jobs, and agency. They do not division, still echoes in the The writer is professor and dean of the dc:fvtﬂ.merlhepnl Ilynnme num- policies of PM Modi, Today, we are firmly
sands ol ged; they need Valley — a voice that united School of berof on the path to become the third-largest
built, Itis they wh be the f any sus- Musiim and Hindu, scholar ]awamlmhmmuvmiry n7uammmmhmmm economy in the world,
signed to kerosene. Schools and healthcen- — tainable strategy, not as passive recipients, RIS SROGK, S New Delh,and honorary 23, MBES and PG seats have also morethan — Undler the leadership of PM Modi, these
tres have seen real, visible upgrades Tourlsm, — but as active agents of renewal. and shepherd, in a language professor at the University of doubled. Over 530 million Jan Dhan ac- n yearsof| lnch-myvnmhmpmpm-
once in freefall, was, before Pahalgam hap- Kashmir is not only about its grand nar- of shared humanity. Metbourne, Austrolia counts have been — more than the
population of Europe. Forty million homes mmmwmmmuw
luvr been built, 120 mtlllon mileu con- A firm belief in a better future s what leeps
ructed, and i
wﬁhdunlmmudofvmhhpwa-
= ter connections have also reached 140 mil- Theauthor is Union Minister for Railways,
lion households under “Har Ghar Jal", Health Electronics & Information Technology,
e new normal post-SIndoor ===mminzm Rt
Military and diplomatic responses must be proactive, not crisis-driven
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
D S Hooba
TooTHLESS T20 READY AND STEADY
AMONTH AFTER the launch of Operation  ner, However, that does not mean that its Paklnm(mmcdmhmmdwn lndun Mllrmymnnhemmn Inchia needs
Sindoor, it Is an opportune moment to step  nuclear forces have lost their utility, While an effective informa- THISREFERS TO the article,'Anew T20  THIS REFERS TO the article, The comimu-
back and assess the broader nummmw there was no overt nuckear signalling in this akmllihwhllﬂmwnlmm lheiunpxe tlonwarﬁn- strategy to deal wnh hkr news for thewin' (IE.June 10), Tosupport the  nication front’ (IE, June 10). What
emerging from this short but intense con-  crisis, it is possible that Pakistan raised the idea of forming a Twent inst  Operation Sindoor has dane is enough.
flict. Much of the public conversation so far  nuclear bagey with the US, which led to a manncd .lnd long-range lymms asthey  flood social media at the start of the crisis. Terrorism' coalition bed by India, theau-  The CDS has confirmied that the Air Force
h i ch  flurry of calls between Washington, New  minimise human losses and appear almnu ™ Id also b yhx thor d of other tained losses in the opening ex-

4 ir-  Delhi, and Islamabad one day before the  risk-free. It tacks on critical small  multinational groupings, changes, The armed forces demon-
craft Josses, and ceasefire military is now for & Ikaze Spite il However, two of those referenced —the  strated an ability to absorb initial losses,
of weapon systems, In the future, Pakistan may possiblylean  drones, loitering munitions, missiles, and  military action under a nuclear overhang is Quad and 12U2— cantain one or more  adapt rapidly, and respond in a forceful

While are nec- heavily on i lear d cwmer-dm systems. Pakistan |l dw ex- possible, the nuclear shadow will still loom powerful nations, whereas the pro-  yet measured manner. The Indian gov-
essary for andca-  secking to India’s | plor large, Pakistan could start its nuclear sig- posed T20 bloc would consist of less  ernment's declaration that any future at-
pability development, they offer only a lim-  options to a level Islamabad believes it can hun(‘hlm md'l\.ulnry nalling very early in the mnlllﬂ to hruq in The I tacks will be met with decisive military
ited view. The real value lies in imlem absorb without catastrophic losses. India brings ASEAN, is a group to promote socio-cul- — response implies a standing readiness

Ithough India has won this  sides, how could th Paldstan cri- bear, India has tural and economic development, ot that will now require persistent opera-
ipate the contours of the next India-Pakistan round, the damage to Pakistan's military in-  sis unfold? It would likely be more techno- — warned that Pakistan’s nuclear blackmail counter terrarism. The T20 is unlikely A
mwamﬂuuowmmml response. frastructure is not malpplin;ﬂul Il would  logically advanced, faster-paced, and poten-  does not deter itand is unlikely to halt oper- be effective due to alack of teeth, Force and intelligence services.

For India, th toany  tially broader in scope. ations unless it has some clear results to Rajinder Kumar Popll, New Defhl 55 Paul, Nodfia
strategic doﬂrlneofpumlm military re- Indian future military strike, “The 2025 clash has been dubbed by some — show that it has dominated the conflict. If

onse jor terror attacks. Prime nownot  analysts as South Asia’s first drone war,  misread, the conflicting signals from both THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘A new T20 ROAC T NEGLECT
el il O b i e b il o iy e ok e il Soa 1 secalaon for the win (E_June 10, The enora LEGACY OF NEGLECT
will not distinguish between governments  ingthe warof narratives, Both sides have de-  compared to the Ukraine conflict, where A i yresp new institutional architecture is quite  THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘Chasing
sponsoring terrorism md mmrln mnm clared victory — India in targeting terror — dro P the by cross-border terrorism, its dipl pos- ofindia  glory, '(IE,June 10) With
minds, and  tlefield. In a possible conflict, swarms of  ture must evolve in parallel. Indian diplo- and the Global South, However, itmust  the world's largest population, India
rect costs on the Pakistan military foractsof ~ Pakistan in responding decisively to Indhn armed drones, guided by Al and real-time  macy should not remain reactive or solely be noted that multilateral institutions  ranked 71t at the Paris Olympics, well
terrorism. In Operation Sindoor, while the  aggression, data, could be used to overwhelm air de-  crisis-driven. Instead, it must proactively can impose an additional burcaucratic  below far less populous nations, Major
initial targets were terrorist camps, the con-  of fake news and misinformation nblcum fences and strike military The hape the strategic bullding burden. Going forward in a world af-  hurdies include underinvestment in
flict rapidly escalated with strikes on mili-  facts, and wins could be scored e th warfare akistan's role in fected by terrorism, where there ismul- — sports, filure to develop talent from a
tary targets deep within Pakistan, of the facts on the ground. By cherry-picking dge and that tipolarity will  young age, sending fewer athletes and

The use of military force metrics that define success, it is easy to sell guided gobal powers are not blindsided when the support
terror attacks b, fromthe2016  yourownstory audience.  will be ublquitous, increasing lethality and  next crisis erupts. The seamless alignment lemal fonal structures and making  and soclo-cultural barriers, Although

and the. arstrikes Drones, mhlﬂu and standoff precision  the speed at which critical targets are de-  of clear political objectives, military them work for anti-terrorism endeav-
to the current operation, [t is now clear that  weapons are now the favoured weapons of  stroyed, We could possibly also eupfcl the  and diplomatic finesse will define India's ours. A focus on minilaterals of like-  legacy of historical neglect, cultural bi-
cost-imposition has bemm- afundamental  war, whlle ndllm the air forces nor ground  geography of the conflict to expand. ability to shape the outcomes. minded countries, without bureau-  ases ire pe
partof India's b ch other’s territory, sig- The expansion of Tv raphy wlll al!o cratic cholesterol, will also be needed,  sistent planning and strong political will.

Pakistan undeulmdl that its nuclear  nificant damage move to the digital al realm. There wi thmimndrvdmcznnnlomm Dewang Ganesh Thosar, New Defhi ww-fmmpm
posturing is no longer adeterrent forIndiato  itary y lesand  attempt by
use military force, albeit in a limited man-  ai ALP mation dmmln by shaping the narrative Nonh'm Comnlmd

oplpol.lndllmxpn- n .
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How astronauts reach International Space Station

It will take around 28 hours for Indian astronaut Shubhanshu Shukla to reach the ISS from a launchpad in Florida. Here's a look at what his journey will entail

ALIND CHAUHAN
NEW DELHI, JUNE 10

THE AXIOM-4 Mission to the International
Space Station (1SS) will launch from the
Kennedy Space Centre in Cape Canaveral,
Flarida, on Wednesday.

The mission will take a crew of four as-
tronauts ~ American Peggy Whitson, Indian
Shubhanshu Shukla, Polish
Slawosz Uznanski-Wisniewski,
and Hungarian Tibor Kapu — to
the 1SS aboard SpaceX's Crew

| SPACE

155~ nlncumnlmn.ulsmvublﬂu
a mission to be launched at just any time,
Celestial alignment is essential for any mis-
sion to be viable, Scientists make complex
calculations to ensure that the trajectory of
the spacecraft aligns with the tragectory of
the intended destination,

In case of missions to the 1SS, spacecralt
orbit around Earth multiple times to align
with the orbit of the space sta-
tion, Such a trajectory also
makes any mission viable in
terms of the fuel needed,

Dragon which will
be launched by the company’s

the second Indian to venture into s 1 -
What will his journey to the 155 ook like?
How much time will it take to reach the space

If a spacecraft were to
travel to its destination in a
straight trajectory, it would have to contin-
uwously accelerate to counteract gravita-
tional forces, which would be inefficient in
terms of the fuel needed,

Dragon's path to the ISS

mm . - FLPMANOEUVRES <% Given that the ISS is 400 km above Earth
/ - and is a moving target at the speed of about
SPM:EX'S Fm 9 - | 28,000 kmph, the Dragon spacecraft has to
b'4 ’l ¢ raise its altitude gradually, and align its trajec-
//v MOVES AHEAD TO tory mv:im the w’r‘r d!;:'mw Pl
spacecra 50 pe orming a
STAGE SEPARATION SEPARATION ~ DOCKWITHISS seriesofphasi
the Dragon to change its nrhll - wnh the
ASCENT / WFalcon9isa help of 16 Draco thrusters, Each thruster is
{ partially capable of generating 90 pounds of force in
two-stage the vacuum of ),
W While its first Note that while the Dragon spacecraft
stage retums to typically takes 28 hours to reach from the
Earth, the second launchpad to the ISS, other spacecralt such
= stage takes the as Russia's Soyuz take up to just eight hours
payload to its to cover the same
- LANDBNO ZONE target orbit One of the reasons why the Dragon is

station? And ance ! Dragon y ajec-  Earth orbit (an altitude of 2,000 km or less )
capsule dock with the ISS? nyvxﬁ acertainaltitudeandveloc- — and beyond,

minimises the energy they need to The rocket has two stages, The first stage

Planning the flight upmd to counteract the force of gravity. or booster stage comprises nine Merdin en-

Before launching any mission to space, sci- gines (a family of rocket engines developed

entists first have to first sebect a lunchwin-— The rocket & capsule by SpaceX), and aluminium-lithium alloy

dow, that is,a time slot in which the spacecraft

must be launched so it can reach its intended
ion, beita the SSor

.ltdmulbodyhh.-mana Mars,

Falcon 9is a partially reusable rocket de-
signed and manufactured by Elon Musk-
owned SpaceX. It is used to transport satel-
lites, cargo and the Dragon spacecraft to low

(WA} WILDLIFE

WHY KERALAWANTS WILDLIFEACT
AMENDEDTOKILL SOME ANIMALS

Bonnet y Sp
agricultural land in Kerala. wikimedia Commans

lnAJUMI.IP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM. JUNE 10

KERALA HAS sought the Union govern-
ment’s nod to kill wild animals that pose a
thieat to hurman e and The state
wants the Wikd Life (Protection) Act, 1972

The laws

The existing legal framework puts
several constraints on taking timely ac-
tion in emergencies, officials said, espe-
clally in the case of animals protected un-
der Schedule [of the 1972 Act.

Before ardering the killing of danger-
ous w wild animals, the state chief wildlife
that the an-

animals that foray into human habitats.

The problem

Wildlife attacks have emerged as a
major issue in Kerala, with the govern-
mentidentifying 273 of the 941 village lo-
cal bodies as hotspots, Mainly, the tiger,
leopard, elephant, bison, wild boar, bon-
net macaque and peafow! have led to

in| humm habitations,

fmal cannot be captured, tranguilised or

shifted to another . Captured ani-
mals should not be held in confinement,
The government also has to follow advi-

sories of the Tiger Conservation Authority
and the Project Elephant Scheme while
dealing with human-wildiife conflict,
Whitle the district collectoe can issue o~
ders for the removal of a public nuisance,
court orders prevent the invocation of

macaque
spmn]andpedeldom pouanml
to life, their repeated raids have forced
farmers to abandon vast tracts of agricul-
tural land,

Asmy andd

these ps in of wild animals.
State Forest Minister A K Sascendran
said, “We are not looking for powers for
the indiscriminate killing of wild ankmals,
Culling of antmals posing a threat to life
and cul should be allowed for a

8,967 others injured in wildlife attacks in
the state from 2016-17 to 2024-25 (till
Jamusary 31| according to government data,

The factors

As is the case in other regions of
India, deforestation for expanding resi-
dential areas and infrastructure has cut
into the spaces for the wildlife popula-
tion. Animals are then forced to move
outof forests as the quality of their habi-
tats declines, Additionally, increased
grazing of domestic cattle in forest ar-
eas also brings them in closer contact
with humans and livestock,

Notably, the increase in the popula-
tion of wild pigs and various species of
monkeys is of concern in Kerala,

certain period... All preventive measures,
such as fencing, have failed to stop ani-
mal attacks.”

The minister added that in the case of
wild boars, the wild boar control system
(in which licensed shooters are allowed
to kill crop-raiding animals) has failed.
“Before shooting a wild boar, one has to
examine whether it is pregnant or not,

tanks containing liquid oxygen and rocket-
grade kerosene propellant. The second stage
consists of a single Merlin engine.

After the lift-off, as Falcon-9 reaches the

ARJUNSENGUPTA
NEW DELMI, JUNE 10

INDIAN AIR FORCE officer Shubhanshu
Shukla on Wednesday will become only the
second Indian to travel to space. The first was

Sharma, whose Soyuz T-11 spacecraft
lifted off from Baikonur Cosmodrome in
Soviet Kazakhstan on April 3, 1984 — exactly
15,044 days ago. Here's the story,

Milestone in Indo-Soviet ties
Sharma's voyage was a part of the Soviet
Interkosmos programme which sent 17 non-
Soviet cosmonants to space between 1978 and
1991 First mooted in the 1960s, “those behind
[Interkosmos| described it as a means of es-
tablishing mutually beneficial relations with
Eastern Bloc countries through unmanned
and manned space ventures,” wrote Colin
Buucu and Bert Vis in Interkosmos: The
“rz Programme (2016),
Amnmuh technical Iy non-all'ned. India

edge of the atmosphere, it typically cuts off
its main engines, Once the rocket is beyond

the atmosphere, the first stage separates  the process ol
from the second stage,
‘While the first stage the atmos-

shower is that it is a relatively newer space-
craft (it was first launched in 2012) com-
pared to, let's say, Soyuz, which has a long
and proven mfm history. SpaceX is still in

developing mathematical
models for optimal start time and phasing

phere and lands vertically, the second stage
continues its journey towards the targeted
mlwlmlherdpoluMedmmpm Soon

Due to this, astronauts aboard the Dragon
conduct multiple tests of all the spacecraft’s
systems and collect and transmit data about

after, the Dy from the
second stage.

it to Earth which males its ren-
dezvous time longer,

SALA30) HISTORY

Voyage of Rakesh Sharma: The last
time an Indian travelled to space

Borts Volynov, the senior administrator
at the cosmonaut training centre, said of the

two trainees: are goal-oriented
ple. Ravish and Rakesh came to us wi

late lmﬂxl«n\umahathmmnhdmsh-
nificant mnpemm in the space sector. The
Soviets

ige of Russtan. Within a short time
they not only learned it, but developed a
[oud«mm\mdo(ll lhryuh-dmrlmum

as-

sistance, apart from facilitating the launch of
India's cartiest satellites Aryabhatta (1975),
Bhaskara 1(1979) and Bhaskara 11 1981),
Sharma's spaceflight in 1984 was the pin-
nacle of Indo-Soviet cooperation in space,
First envisaged in 1979, Soviet leader Leonid
Brezhnev suggested a joint hdb-&wtn space
rime Minister
Ing his visit to India in 1980. The mission re-
ceived officlal rmﬂmum":fmr later.
The IAF was tasked with g two pi-

notes, exams —all
In Russian” (as per a report in Soviet Weekly
on Apeil 21, 1983).

Sharma was eventually chosen to be a
partof the member crew — along with
veteran Soviet cosmonauts Yurly Malyshev
and Gennady Strekalov — which would
travel to the Salyut 7 orbital station in 1984,
Malhotra was a part of the backup crew,

Sharma's stay in space
‘nu-SoyuxT 11 spacecraft perched atop a

(Top) April 4, 1984, edition of The

! Ex Left) Rakesh Sharma
received the Ashoka Chakra from then
President Glani Zail Singh at the
Rashtrapati Bhavan in Delbi in

May 1984, Arctive

week conducting various scientific experi-
ments aboard the station, which orbited
Earth at an altitude of more than 200 km.

“There was so much hectic activity on
board the spaceship, so many things that
each of us had to do, that we literally had no
time to sit around and stare into space....”
Sharma later said in an interview (as quoted
by Burgess and Vis),

One of the most important scientific ob-
Jectives of the mission was the Terra experi-
ment for which Sharma and co clicked a se-
ries of pictures of India lrummmnrderm

nent mddjxrm moltlru\dun&nn

The docking

When the Dragon capsule gets close
enough to the ISS, it establishes communi-
cation with the space station and performs
its final phase manoeuvre, Then, the space-
craft enters an mmvy 200 metres bub-
ble around the ISS m as the “keep-out
sphere”, and aligns with the space station’s
docking port, At this point, the Dragon cap-
sule Initiates its autonomous docking sys-
tem and slowly moves towards the 1SS to fi-
nally dock with it. This happens while both
are moving at great speeds but are almost at
rest relative to each other,

The spacecraft carries out autonomous
docking with the help of GPS sensors, cam-
eras and imaging sensors such as Lidar
(laser ranging) on its nosecone, All these
sensors feed data back to the flight com-
puter which then uses algorithms that de-
termine —based on this information — how
to fire the thrusters to most effectively get to
the docking target. If needed, the astronauts
on board can also take over manual control
of the spacecraft,

After the docking is done, it takes be-
tween one and two hours for the spacecraft
to stabilise and carry out safety checks.

gaes are d,and
astronauts enter the ISS.

began three months before lift-off, with
Sharma and Malhotra switching from the
Soviet

The idea was to "assess whether yoga
might assist  space travelers to cope better
with and even
‘space sickness’ that impaired the perform-
ance of some astronauts and cosmonauts
during their first few days in space”. Sharma
even practised yoga — asetof five pre-deter-
mined asanas — daily on the space station,

support

in the microgravity environment of space.

A hugely symbolic event

Rakesh Sharma went to space at a time
when India’s own space programme was in
its infancy, and the Indian Space Research
Organisation (ISRO) was decades away from
even contemplating sending an Indian to
space. As such, the mission had limited prac-

Sharma, humblr .n cvrr hm vrprmdl
cal
ing the mission “a hu.ﬂy symbolic event™
more than anything else. Of course, that does
not make it any less important,

Apart from being a major milestone in
Indo-Soviet relations — Prime Minister Indira
Gandhionthedayofthe id the mis-
shon “was yet another outstanding example
of constructive cooperation for the good of
our two peoples” — for millions of Indians,
Sharma's flight was an inspirational mo-
ment, one that evoked national pride.

The c d the
Nicobar and Andmun istands with a view
to detecting shoals that yield oil and
gas, inspected the forested areas and tree

lots who would be given train-
ing by the Soviets, Its eventual choice:
harma and Ravish Malhotra, both accom-

plished IAF test pilots.
(Test pilots, adept at handbing and analysing
performance of all kinds of aircraft, are often

mddﬂedlnbenrm‘mrdfhmdpo-
lots, This /

14 K 638
pmbTonmlll 1984, “The lifoff was an awe-
some spectacle as the rocket streaked into a
chear sky with its tail of flame filling the space
with crimson glow and the roar of its mighty
mgine shaking the earth for miles mmnd."

inthec | part of the subcon-

mﬂu.u\r(‘.mm Rlvcrhllmhrﬁxul.md
ofthel

ocean arcas in order to determine their bio-

logical productivity,” Burgess and Vis wrote,

The crew also urrlcd out several mate-

spaper’s Apeil 4,
the launrh.lhe space-

serve the purpose.” he added, craft: ly many

The state wants wild boars to be de- nauts — including Neil Armstrong, the first
clared as vermin for riod un- ~ have been test pi-
der section 62 of the Act, IonSMlalulmnwplbL)

Keraka also wants to address the threat From September 1982, Sharma and
posed by bannet macagues by removi Malhotra underwent rigorous training, pri-

them from the category of Schedule |,
which itentered in 2022,

marily at the Yuri Gagarin Centre in Star City,
some 50 km from Moscow,

Al lag shadow over design updates,

craft entered its pre-determined orbit
around Earth, making Sharma the first
Indian, and 138th person overall, to voyage
into space. India became only the 14th na-
tion tosend a to space.

On April 4, 25 hours after lift-off, the
Soyuz T-11 spacecraft docked with the Salyut
7 space station, The crew spent the next

rial scienc the pos-
sibility of exploiting conditions of micro-
ymylnptcduce special forms nfmuall(

Planners were very the
mlmn s symbulr Inwmnn- Sharmawas
Rl‘ Ghat, and p’lmuo‘MﬂmﬂuGﬂﬂhL
Jawahartal Nehru, President Zail Singh, Prime
Minister Indira Gandhi, and then Defence
Mindster (later President) R Venkataraman,
as well as “fresh mangoes and other Indian
foods for all the crew to consume aboard the
Salyut-7 station”, Burgess and Vis wrote,
During the stay, Sharma had a televised
conversation with Prime Minister Gandhi

[ ——

hare
high temperatures and aggressive medla.

Then there were a bunch of medical ex-

periments geared towards learning more

about the effects of microgravity on human

physi , Including muscles and the car-
lar system, One tactul

The s prompt reply

wher, 1 (i

is today the stufl of legend, “Sare johan se

achcha (Better than the entire world),” said

Shamu www:::wmunmkm
nudt a (numphanl return to

mhom\on 1,

is Apple headed the Nokia way?

Issues with Apple Intelligence g s now reaping the benefits of ChatGeT- i how- 108 26's biggest changes
ANIL SASI In 2023, Apple unveiled a mixed-reality  driven Copilot being integrated into ghnu. alongside (h.memnwnm in- evercroditable that might be froma privacy Not that 05 26 is all fuzz, The big change
NEW DELHIL JUNE 10 headset that has been little more thana  Microsoft systems, Apple Intelligenceisnot  chuding Xiaomi MMONMLIMM point of view, makes it harder for the com-  this year is the customer interface redesign,
niche product, Last year's WWDC heralded  a patch on other voice-activated Al assis-  oper of ChatGPT where pany I d Liquid Glass’ is a new translucent interface
APPLE ON announced I08 26, the  its first major foray into the Al space, witha  tance bots such as Google's Gemini. has a softw As part of its ‘'differential privacy’ policy.  that makes the 05 look sleek. The app icons
biggest redesign of its software backend in  range of new tures accompa- Despite the fact that it was one of the  hardware pivot, after it recently Apple [ h can now be d with a glass look,
years, Lagging behind in Big Tech's Artificial  nied by the promise of a smarter Siel. This — early movers in the backend chip design  a $6.4-billion deal to buy a firm created by granular uply ch  Popularapps like il thy
Al race, for Appl was. all part of what the company called  business, and given that the company has  Jony Ive, Apple’s former chief designer for  as Google. Also, to The
it d itselfatitsan-  Apple Apple's stock surged by the resources to s on RAD, Applels seen  more than 25 years, to build an Al device. d Al and feel bigger. CarPay has been tweaked.

nual Worldwide Developers mare than$200 billionthe fol-  as falling mmlmoully behind in the mﬂ- While Apple has a product of the future that runs on its own drvm rather than in- Also, there is now an automatic call
Conference (WWDC),apre- I3 4=V |48] lowing day — one of the t in its Vision Pro headset, that is still abig  vesting in cloud infrastructure, even aschat-  screening facility that jumps in to answer a
summer rite that draws devel- biggest single-day gainsofany  being drawn to Finnish M ¥ i bots h: rapiclly call from. number, prompting
apers indroves toits Cupertino company in American history.  Nokda, a market leader in handsets thatwas — glasses. And now, as fve works withOpenAl,  because the models can be much bigger in - the caller to say who they are. Once the caller
headquarters in California, The The showing at this year's  disrupted by Apple itself in the mid-2000s. ~ thy - The \pple offe eason for theircall,
answer may be a resounding no. WWDC is clearty more underwhelming. meaning Apple could have another big Apph in only then does the phone ring. There is hold

Beyond some snazzy updates on its  Analysts are pointing to the potential mis-  NeW opportunity in wearables  poblem onits hands, ChatGP'T - clearly a compromise of sorts, assist, which detects hold music. The phone
"Liquid Glass' display and some tale of Appl To be fair, Apple has m:mwiemd that Apple’s struggle on the Al front is also i d
around the edges to improve the backend ty bui g its Leveraging data being compared to its previous shortcom- 2 human has come on the line.
operating system, Apple does not seem to tch i way that hers have. could be a thing of the paﬂ in len than a Apple does have a billion phones out  ings: the Apple TV project and the Apple But in all of this, the company is merely
have come up with at decade. Apple's rivals have beenfasteroffthe  there, and most of the workd'spremiumusers — car, both of which never materialised de-  playing catch up to Google and Samsung,
WWDC25. inf Al i block to explore new use cases, with both  to boot. But Apple's urwillingness to hoover  spite years of backend work. Apple needs its bite back.
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HE alrports of tomarrow are em-
bracing cutting-edge technology

to enhance the entire travel experi-
ence, Facial , blometri
scans, and Al-driven security checks
will become the norm, making the
joumey from check-in 1o boarding
gate smoother and reducing passenger
queuing time by 30-40 per cent. Indias
remarkable aviation trajctory—now
the workds thind-largest domestic
market, contributes 1.5 per cent to the
national GDP and supports 7.7 million
Jobs. Over the last decade, more than
85 airports have been developed, with
a roadmap to scale that sumber to 350
by 2047 in line with the Viksit Bharat
goal. Strengthening dightal ecosystems
to manage rising cybersecurity risks
hasalso been identifiod as a crucial arca

of focus. With over $12 billion alrcady
invested i akr transport infrast ructure,
India is sctting its sights on capturing
54 billion share of the global Main-
tenance, Repair, and Overhaul (MRO)
market by 2031, with the aim of estab-
lishing itself as a self-reliant aviation
hub, Integrated multi-modal transport
systems, Artificial Intelligence (A1)
powered digital initiatives and net zero
terminals are pivotal for creating glob-
ally benchmarked, passenger-centric
Infrastructure.

ing AL Machine Learning
(ML), RFID, and advanced passenger
Information systems, Indias aviation
sector can shift from manual checks
10 smarter, targeted interventions. This
transformation will make the aviation
Infrastructure more secure and passen -

ﬂ <friendly, which are both essential
the future of the country’s aviation,
However, there s a need to build in-
frasteucture that is resilient, adaptive
and efficient. Groenficld alrports of-
fer the luxury of blank camvas while
brownfield sites may face

India’s aviation sector set for exponential growth

demographics, rapid dightal changes
and hybrid spaces that can handle in-
tensity and downtime with equal case.
Aligning this vision with financial
modeds that attract private investment
s the key to delivering aviation infra-

s oand ol

for unique, smart and adaptive design
solutions. It is said that the future lies
in modular construction, digital first
terminal cores that centrabize

tons, passenger movement and en-
ergy management. For that, carly-stage
collsborations are critical. Further,
drawing isights from operations, pol-
iy shifts, and tech trends heps avold
costly course comrections. There is also
a need for a terminal design language
rooted in sustainability, with built-in
readiness for climate volatility, aging

I
structure y

responsiwe.

On the workforce front, India is
fast emerging as a global aviation tal-
ent hub. But it still faces a significant
manpower gap. While ikt eligibility
has widened, training for cabin crew
and ground staff remains limited to in-
house airline programmes. Opening
this up to universities and private in-
stitutes s the key to scaling talent and

both domestic and interna-
tional With inchusive frame-
works and the right incentives, India

can net only bridge its local workforce
shortage but also position itself as 2
global training destination, strength-
ening the country’s role in the inter-
national aviation ecosystem, Fusther.
more, given the market dynamics, the
aviation sector in India is set for rapid
expansion. With under 10 per cent of
the population currently flying, the
sector needs to propare for exponential
growth by scaling up operations with
smant, cost-efficient technologies. The
rapid pace of innovation in this space
s not andy enhancing domestic opera«
tions but creating airport solutions the
world s now adopting, India has a real
opportunity to transform its aviation
ccosystem by 2047 when the country
celebrates its 100 years of Independ -
ence,

() LETTERS

Handcuffing incident exposes
arrogance of US administration

he handcuffing incident ex zoulhurmpnmnlus.

administration, epically while dealing with India and
its citizens. The hapless Indian student did not commit any
treason, but Is facing deportation, for which, he need not be
handcutfed. T don't know why parents from India want their
children to pursue higher studies in the United States, which
has ceased to be an ‘Eldoradal In fact, it i gripped with in-

discriminat

rmd strife, rising vidmw and racial o, USA
may b must not ignare
the fact that lnrlhlun\mum superpower.

R Janandhana Rao, Gudimal road, Hyderabad- 28,
An in human act

E disturbing incident at Newark has expectedly sparked
\Mupvuduum H.Mnmlﬂmmdmlmﬂph

Kashmlr s rail revolution is a tribute to govt resolve and grit

JAYA VARMA SINHA

N a dear June day,

draped in marigold

flowers and national
pride, the Vande Bharat Ex-
press began its maiden jour-
ney from Shri Mata Vaishno
Devi Katra  to  Srinagar.
Flagged off by Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi, the mo-
ment marked more than just
the launch of a high-speed
train. It was the culmination
of a century-old dream—one
forged In sted, vision, and
unylelding resolve. The rail
unification of Kashmir with
the rest of India is that re-
salve,

A train to Kashmir with
an ultra-modern travel ex-
perience runs on the solid
foundation of our engincers.
Cutting the travel time short,
Vande Bharat trains run twice
a day, six times & week from
both sides. They are not only
bringing in the much-needed
push for the local economi
development in the valley but
are emerging as a boon for
tourists from all over.

For decades, Kashmirs
story has been told through
the lens of conflict and re-
moteness, Ity heartening to
see it being rewritten in the
Iunrug of infrastructure -

 tunnels, and rail lines
threading thelr way through
the mountains, Coming on
the eve of the 11 years of
Modis governance at the
Centre, the special trains and
the connecting link are all set

to change lhﬂk‘unydlouh
in Kashmi

In its I7! -year history of
service 1o the nation, Indian
Rallways has crossed many
important milestones. Gen-
erations of dedicated railway
men and women have toiled
to make connectivity and car-
rlage an everyday reality. But
to paraphrase a line from an
iconic Indian advertisement:
Indian Railways doesn't just
build tracks—it also knits the
fabric of national unity!

From isolation to
integration

Historically, Kashmir’s isola-
tion was more than meta-
phorical —it was geographic
and punishingly real. Tucked
high in the Himalayas and
routinely cut off by snow
for days together, the region
remained distant not just in
reasch but even experionce.
Roads were often treacher
ous, air traved limited, and full
rail connectivity a mirage,

A British-era proposal for
a Kashmir rail link remained
on the drawing board for
decades, hindered by com-
plex geopolitical challenges.
After countless rounds of
deliberations, feasibility stud-
Ies,  technkal  evaluations,
and consultations with both
domestic and international
experts, the Udhampur-Sri-
nagar-Baramulla Rad Link
(USBRL) was officially sanc-
thoned in 1994,

While the northern and
southern sections progressed
steadily and were effectively
completed within a decade,
the central  stretch—from
Katra to Banibal—posed an
cngincering  and  security
challenge of Himalayan pro-
portions.

For years, the rail line lin-
gered as two disconnected
segments—like outstretched
hands reaching across a

chasm of mountains. But that
chasm symbolized more than
Just physical terrain. The final
push to complete the USBRL
project came when the gov-
emment declared it a nation-
al priority, With a firm resolve
and  cutting-edge technol-

ogy working in tandem, the
pm)«l finally saw light at
the end of the tunnel —quite
literally. As Railway Minis
ter Ashwini Vaishnaw aptly
remarked, this was far more
than a transportation initia-
tives it was a nation-building
effort.

Where steel defies the sky

The USBRL project may well
be the most ambitious rail
initiative  since  Independ-
ence, The 272.km strexch
between  Udhampur  and
Baramulla snakes gh 40
twnnels and over %00 bridges,
And at the center of it all is
the record-breaking Chenab
Bridge - the tallest railway
bridge in the world, standing
359 meters above the river
bed, This engineering marvel
is capable of  withstanding

wind speeds of up to 260
kmph and tremors of selsmic
wone-V.

Beside it stands the: Anji
Khad Bridge, the country’s
first  cable-stayed  rallway
bridge, stretching  asym-
metrically across a valley, an-
chared by a single pylon and
supported by 96 cables.

Tunncls, including the
11-kilometer-long T-80
(Banihal - Qazigund) tunnel
through the Pir Panjal range,
have been carved through
fraglle rock with a mix of dy-
namite and human grit,

Physical  surveys  were
done on horseback, while
drones and satellite imag-
ing provided acrial support.
Workers  labored  through
harsh winters, sudden land.
slides, and the looming threat
of Pak-sponsored terrorist at-
tacks.

Today, more than 190 km
of tunnds and thousands
of tons of steel later, the line
stands complete - a feat that
combines precision engineer-
ing with a certain audacity of
vision, linking the valley to

The USBRL project may well be the most ambitious
rail initiative since Independence. The 272-km

stretch between Ud|

and Baramulla snakes

hampur
through 40 tunnels and over 900 bridges. And at
the center of it all is the record-breaking Chenab
Bridge - the tallest railway bridge in the world,
standing 359 meters above the riverbed.

the rest of the nation in a way
that is profoundly symbolic.

A train called hope

IN many ways, the Vande
Bharat Express is not just
& train, it ds @ maaphor It

‘Mﬂm‘r v‘:l:yryli'.‘mﬁln‘ dis-

tances both physical and psy-
haloatoad d that

feels like we're no longer wait-
ing for the rest olthnoum;;
o arrive, we are moving witl
it said a young shopkecper
in Srinagar.

A new journey unfolds

This is not 10 sy that
one train will solve Kash-
mirs  complex  problems.

Kashmir is no longer distant!
It has reduced travel time
between Srinagar and Katra
10 just over three hours,
down from nearly six. What
wis once a treacherous road
journey through landslide-
prone halrpin bends and un-
predictable weather, Is now a
smooth ride through tunncls
and bridges that defy belief.

It connects not only cites,
but lives, Children in far-off
villages are now talking about
universities In Jammu and
Delhi. Local artisans, apple
growers, and carpet weavers
now see their goods reaching
markets beyond the valley -
fresher, faster, further.

"Where there were chock-
points and delays. There s
now the sound of a train, It

cannot erase
history or immediately heal
wounds - security concerns
will need addressing yet. But
it can open doors—both liter-
ally and symbolically. And it
can Ly the groundwork for
Integration that is economic,
sockal, and, uitimately, emo-
tonal

What began as a dream on
drawing boards in colonial
offices has become a reality
on steel rails blending with
Himalayan rock. The rail line
to Kashmir is the story of a
country that refused to be

daunted by termin, terrog, or |

time. From mountain shad-
ows to sunlit stations, a new

Journcy has begun!
(The writer is former CEO
and Chairman M'::iy
Boand)

Livestock growth and decline of animal populations needs rethink
MAIN THREATS TO SPECIES

Cuve Priurs

S a teenager in the 19705, | worked on a

typical dairy farm in England. Fifty cows
grazed on bush pastures for most of their long
lives, cach producing about 12 litres of milk
daily. They were loved and cared for by two
herdsmen. About 50 years later, | visited a
dairy farm in China. There, 30,000 cows lived
indoors, Most of these selectively bred animals
wore out after two or three years of produc-
ing 30-40 litres of milk every day, after which
they were unceremoniousy killed, The workers
rarcly had contact with the cows, Instead, they
sat in offices, programming machines which
managed them. This speaks 1o a huge and very
recent shift in how we treat animals, Over the
last half century, the buman population has
soared « and 50 has our demand for meat, milk
and many other animal products,

As & result, livestock populations have bal-
looned while living conditions for animals per-
manently kept inside have dvmuullur
ened. Even as farmed animals have mi npllal
populations of wilkd animals have crashed. The
two trends are deeply connected.

Humans convert wildlife habitat into pas-
tures and farms, expanding living space for
farm animals at the expense of many other
animals. This cannot continue. Humans must
reckon with how we treat the myriad other spe-
cles on the planet, whether we rely on them or
not, As 1 argue in my new open access book, the
growing scarcity of animal species should make
us grasp our responsibility towards the welfare
of allanimal species on the planet, not just those
in farms.

Efforts o enshrine rights for animals is not
enough. The focus must be on our responsibili-
ties to them, ensuring they lead lives if in
our care - or are left well alone if they are not.

Should we care? In the last 50 years, two.

thirds of all wild animal populations have been
Bost. The main cause is habitat loss, as native for-
estis fdled to grow grass for cattle or corn and
soya for livestock, By weight, the world's farm
animals and humans now dwarf the remaining
wild animals. Farm animals weigh 630 million
tonnes and humans 390 million tonnes, while
wild land mammals now wclﬂ Just 20 million
[ il marine Il
Wildlife numbers have fallen off & clitf across
many kingdoms of Mfe. Three quarters of flying
insects are gone from monitored areas of West-
ern Europe. One in cight bird species is threat

ened with extinction worldwide.
On animal welfare, philosophers have long
argued one of two positions. The first is known

a “utilitarianism” This approach argues for
minimising the bad things in the world and
maximising the good things, regardiess of who
benefits from them, humans or other animals.
This theory-heavy approach does litde to re-
store our relationship with wild animals be-
cause of the difficulties in deciding what is good
and bad for animals.

The second has more to recommend it. This
is the view that animals have the right to be
Jooked after well. This approach has also been
used to give rights to rivers, nature and even the
atmasphere, But this doesn’t recognise the fact
that only humans can attribute such rights 1o
animals, who themselves do not have any con-
cept of “rights” It also doesn’t tackle the Issue
that most ns would not accond the same
rights to a blue whale and an insect. A better
approach might be 1o recognise our responsi-
bilities to animals, rather than attribute rights
10 them,

This would acknowledge the increasing rarity
of animal species on Earth and the fact that - as
far as we know - they're unique in the universe.
$o far, no reliable signs have been found indi-
cating life evolved on any other planets, Earth

with wildlife, Other social animals also appear
to derive pleasure from such relationships.

If we destroy wild animal life, we could un-
dermine the natural systems humans depend
on. Pollinstors are essential for orchards; for-
ests protect topsoil and produce dean drinking
water and predators prevent herbivore popula-
tions from soaring out of control and destroy-
ing crops. As wilder areas shrink, the chance
of another animal virus spillover into humans
Increases,

For almost all human history, livestock herds

I as an ‘inhuman’
a1, Uni ely, such incidents hawe been oc with an
darming lnqnq The Modi- Trump friendship d have at

least ensured a dignified rather than treating the stu-
dent like a criminal or a terrorist. Its imperative that the Indian
Government uses its good offices to facilitate smooth deporta-
tions of students, without subjecting them 1o a traumatic treat.
ment that may haunt them all their life.

Ganti Venkata Sudhi, Secunderabad

Railways should invest in technology upgrade

AFTER every train accident, the railway minister and ad-
ministrators come up with their versions about how and
what lked 10 the Compensation s released 1o families
of victims i y. I suggest that the railways should in-
vest more on technology upgrade 1o ensure safety of drivers,
wwnmuwmmma&m
with aural and visual warning generators. The display
screens have to indicate the track ahead, gates, signals and
the train ahead along with the speed, acceleration and vibra-
tion levels. Audio and visual warnings alert at east one of the
drivers and they can work out corrective actions. Moreover,
drivers shall be with both internal and external
ities. Using an internal system, they can
update passengers and the guard about the actual facts.
Gudipati Anirudh, New Bowenpalli, Secunderabad-11

India returns to space

NDIA is poksed to script a remarkable chapter in its space
Journey as Group Captain Shubhanshu Shukla leads the
Axiom 4 mission 1o the International Space Station. More
than a sclentific venture, this launch symbolises Indias
obal stature, scientific ambition, and readiness for
long-duration human . With ISRO's active
portand the Indian Air \pvwdmdnuemau.
ummmm:':rtbymln&nduhlm
“The missions will not only advance space sclence
but also lay vital groundwork for India’s Gaganyaan peo-
gram. This ks a proud moment—where technology, vision,
and national aspirations go beyond the sky.
Mohanwmad Asad, Mumbai

Axiom -4 Mission

‘cartiest congratulations to Group Captain Subhanshu
Shukla for his space journey, following in the footsteps
of Wing Commander Rakesh Sharma, who ventured into
space in 1984, The entire nation is proud of you and supports

the team in conducting a series of scentific Imcnl
dmdndmdn'kml‘phnﬂcwwhy.
and material sciences, in collaboration with
over 30 countries

NS K Prasad, Saket Colony, Hyderabad-62
High five on Al

E present era can truly be called the age of artificial intel-
ligence (A1), which is making deep inroads into every aspect
from from basi-

dividuals from all walks of life-students, prodessionals, entrepre-
neurs, and educators-to understand the appropriate and ethical
use of AL However, the reality s that there are now numerous
accessible platforms available to learn the fundamentals and
practical applications of Al-such as online courses, webinars, e-
learning platforms, and varkous training ms, | antly,
the o] nIAlhmh\ldmnmumnlhn
become an essential il for students from arts, commerce, and
sclence streams, as well as for working professionals and entre-
prencurs. The more uahuuluﬂmmﬂywlyu
the more it can simplify life, save time, and enhance productivity.

informed and empowered, while at the same time removing the
misconceptions that exist,
Hayursthy Subramaniim, Son East, Mumbal-22

thehansreader@gmail.com

(@ sevoALIRUONLIE

Some evidence were small enough that people could build re-
life be gan ju: e hips with the animals they depended
m “. on. But in only a ¢ of human generations,
esbunst L ‘u" we've turned fz'mmymlum:\ intoa fac- Q'WN"MI'IN“HI I"‘"'Sl’“'d
lled ocmia " tory process with billions of animals. For centu- Corridor Takes Off DPR work begins
..w.mm ries, farm animals were walked 1o market. That, MANGALURU: In & major boost to Ka al infra-
digesting it. Instead, it found something 100, has changed. In 2005, 1 was undertak structure amby the much ipated high-speed
better: puttingit to work as an intemal energy research on a livestock ship alongside 80,000 bet Bengaluru and Mangaluru is one
factory as the fiest mitochondrion. After that sheep being transported from Australia to the uep closer 1o reality, with the Detailed on’m Report
came life’s great flowera g, Middle East, (DPR) preparation now officially underwa

formed just over 4.5 billion years ago.

Some evidence suggests simple animal life
began just 400 million years later. The evolution
of complex multicellular life on earth probably
only happened once when a singhe celled organ-
ism - one of the ancient archaca, perhaps - en-
gulfed abacterium without digesting it. Instead,
it found something better: putting it to work as
an internal energy factory as the first mitochon-
drion. After that came life’s great flowering.

But now we're cunemr losing between
0.01-0.1 per cent of all species each year. If we
use an average species boss rate of 0.05 per cent
and assuming human pressures remain similar,
life on Earth could have only 2,000 years left.
Do we have the responsibility 1o care for some-
thing just because its rare? Not always. But life
is beautiful. We marvel when we can connect

Hundreds of sheep die from the stress of
these journeys, while many survivors arrive ex-
hausted and terrified. These changes have made
it possible for humans all around the globe to
cat meat or dairy products at every meal. But
1t has come at a real cost to livestock and wild
animals, Correcting this will not be easy.

We must keam to cat fewer animals or prefer-
ably none, restore habitat for wildlife and curb
our consumption of the world's natural resourc-
e, I's not 100 late 10 restore animal habitat, Re-
wilding efforts are drawing back long-missing
wild animals. There are hopeful signs for farm
animal welfare 100, The live expoet of Australian
sheep will end in 2028, Battery cage production
of eggs s dying out. These are big issues.

But to paraphrase a quote reputedly by Con-
fucius: “The man who asks big questions &s a
fool for a minute. The man who does not ask,
is a fool for life”

30. The report Is expected to take around 18 months 1o
complete. “This is a transformative step for the region”
said Chowta, who has been lobbying for the project over
the past year. “Once realised, this corridor will not only
reduce travel time between and Mangalura
drastically but also give a fillip to trade, turism, and
cmmmk activity across southern Karnataka.”

The expressway, envisioned as a four-to-cight-line
M'h-cp«d road, is expected to run via Huunddnbwkl

When completed, it will slash travel time — currently 7
lolhwnhmd—nunﬂushequunm
final al and

gl g 5P
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DECCAN HERALD
Wednesday
June 11,2025

Hon'ble Chief Minister,

e are writing this letter to con-
veyour heartfelt condolences at
the unfortunate death of eleven
mzm l»m at mc (‘hlmmwnm) (‘rk&ﬂ

the

noonof June 4, 2025,

It transpires from public statements
and available information that the Royal
Challengers Bengaluru, Karnataka State
Cricket Association, their event manag:
ers and other cohorts wanted a grand
celebration of RCBs victory after 18 years
in the IPL 2025, A letter to this purpose
wis perhaps sent by the organisers to the
Government of Karnataka (Secretary of
Personnel), seeking permission to host
the felicitation in the august presence of
the heads of the state government at the
Vidhana Soudha on June 4, 2025,

The RCH muur;tmcm. through their
soclal media handles, at the same time in-
vited fans to the Ch Stadium

horted their fans to join and witness the
victory pa

It is also Ic.lrm that the RCB manage-
ment was insistent on hosting the func-
tion/s within hours of their victory in
the final played at Ahmedabad because
lhdrhnngn ph)mand«m:‘hml play-

hi

beakered! '

As you are aware, Sir, the 1PL is a com
mercial sporting entertainer where the
\ 4 i the i y

PANORAMA
Punishreal culprlts retlred topcopstell CMin open lettcr

(¥ ¥ gl ru, had ex-

request
lur cdrbrlumu uwlng to lack of time 1o
prepare for the humongous crowds that
were bound to turn up for the function/s
and the road show.

The police officials had conveyed in
writing and otherwise about the danger
of acceding to the request of the RCB/
KSCA to organise the functions within
hours after the ﬂml n_mch They advised

mat
are Amnn ed in auction for the season/s
by mymu them Lvmuumlul sums, The

t -.,, BANISCrslo

™ i

went ahead with the arrange-
ments, presumably with the tacitsupport
of the government. The consequences of
disregarding professional police advice
and going abead with celebrations are
there for anyone to see.

In your Initial statements, Sir, you
had rightly stated that the sudden surge
of two/three lakh people at the venue,
which could accommaodate only 35,000
people, was the reason for the stampede,
However, senior police officers including

defer the p Sun-
day (Junc 8), by which time appropriate

franchisees may be e city
or state drprmlmx on the Ixrmnn of l’lt‘
Jbute
hnsh of auctions in no way represents the
city or the state, In fact, these franchisees
have no standing in the domestic cricket-
ing calendar. Their only concern is reve-
nue, TRP, and profits,
The local police, to the best of our
ledge, right from SHO Cubban

for another celebeatory function and ex-

Park to DCP Vidhana Soudha and the

ar coukd have been made in
consultation with all the stakeholders,

However, that wis not to be, Itappears
that no written directions were given
to the police overruling their obj

the C ul Pnlcc Ilmgnlum.
whohas dol service
and integrity, have been suspended, They
weremade the fall guys, There isa general
impression that the police officers have
bu-n victimised w!nlclhmc whose mn‘;:
1o tal

The organisers meanwhile kept inviting
llmr fans to participate in lhc hnwlmm
inlarge tick
ets/passes.

In short, the professional advice of the
police officers was not heeded and the

a uand u.mmbnud to the tragedy have
managed to get away.

Sir, you have immense administrative
experience, Action should actually be tak-
mngulml mmwhohund(wd the police
and | d on holding the

Disinformation spreading on social media platforms has distorted the scale of

STEVEN LEE MYERS

Isleading photographs,
videos and text have
spread widely on social
media as protests against
immigrant raids have
unlul(kd m lm Arwr

les, rehashingold

expressing support for Prnklcm Donald

h\lmp‘u actions. The I\m)d of llhehmxln

mwml mumgrnnu and political knden.
ipally Democrats,
‘I’hvy dno added to the confusion over

which was pmr-mi in digital and social
media through starkly divergent ideologi-
cl lenm.. Many postscreated the false im-

v theentire city
viokence, when the clashes were limited o
only asmall part,

There were numerous scenes of pro-
testers throwing rocks o o\hrrub;tﬂs at

Mficers

nblnu: lm:hnlumnmunbcruhdl dnvmg
Waymo taxis, At the same time, false im-
Agessp i that
the protests were a planned provocation,
NOL A spontaneous response to the immi-
gration raids,

The confrantation escalated Monday as
new protests occurred and Defence Sec-
vetary Pete Hegseth announced — on the

platform X — that he was mobilising
700 Marines froma base near Los Angeles
toguard federal buildings. Theyareexpect-
edtojoin 2,000 members of the California
National Guard whom Trump ordered
deployed without the authorisation of the
state’s governor, Gavin Newsom, who nor-
mallyhucommund of the troops,
The latest deployments prompted a
new wave of muanng images to spread
some purporting to show Marines and
the military service’s weapons in action,
One was a still from Blwe Thunder, a 1983
action-thriller about a conspiracy to de-
prive residents of Los Angeles of their civil
rights, It features a climactic dogfight over
the city's downtown, Darren L Linvill, a
researcher at Clemson University’s Media
Forensics Hub, said conservatives online
were “building up the riots in a perform
ative way™ 10 help bolster Trump's claims
that Los Angeles had been taken over by
“violent, insurrectionist mobs."

Linvill said the posts were also “a bit
self-fulfilling " “As they direct attention to
1" he said, ™ mmpmu-qmmndumup

violence, stoking an already tense situation

Protesters demonstrate while members of law enforcement operate during a protest against federal immigration sweeps, in

Los Angeles, California, US.

REUTERS

Conspiracy theories, fake
news swirl around LAprotests

pointing out that the photograph had
nothing to do with the protests, but i sill
was seen more than 800,000 tmes, Itwas
also widely reposted, inchuding by several

| 1 InChinese.

The online trope dates at least to the
Black Lives Matter protests in 2020, It re-
din 2022aft |

RepLauren Bocbert,a blican, who
suggested that bricks for a paving project
near Capitol Hill were intended for viokent
protests after the Supreme Court over-
wrmed Roe vy Wade,

“These days, it feels like every time
there’s a protest, the old clickbaity *pallets
of bricks’ hoax shows up right on cue,” the
Sacial Media Lab, a research centre at the

James Woods, the actor
known for spreading conspiracy theories,
used | Im account on X to rail mm« the
n l\-mxmu He also reposted a fabricat-
o quote, attributed 1o former President
Barnck Obama, discussing a secret plot to
Impose socialism on the country, as well as

Toronto Metropol University, wrote
on Bluesky. *You know the one, 0% Or
videos of bricks supposedly left out to en-
courage rioting. 1ts catnip for right-wing
agltators and grifters.” It also fits into the
narrative that protests against government
policies are somebow inauthentic. On his
own platform, Truth Social, Trump also

cople from cities across the United
States have held protests in soli-
darity with those In Los Angeles
against the Trump administration’s
immigration raids, The protests have
spread to at least two dozen cities, in-
cluding San Francisco, Dallas, Austin
and New York Y. These solidarity
i fondaywere large-

Other US states join in

southeast of downtown Los Angeles,
threw rocks, bottles and fireworks, and
were met by federal agents using tear
gas, pepper balls and rubber bullets,
theofficials said. Bill Essayh, the Trump
administration’s wop law enforcement
official in Southern California, request-
ed help from the Santa Ana Police De
“because federnl agents were

ly contained and peaceful, although
some skirmishes broke out between

hung averrun,” the city said in a state-
ment on soc lal media,

Protester
asnight fell

In San Francisco, where more than
IS() people had been nrvelu'd in a

on Sunday, th

of protesters ook tothe streets forasec-
ond consecutive day and encountered
police in ot gear. The demonstration
on Monday was calm except for nnunll
groups that broke off and

In d Austin, Texas, hun-
dreds of demonstrators marched to
the Capitol building, waving signs and
flags and chanting “No more ICE," ac-
cording to video footage published by
local news media, Later, law enforce-
mentused tear gas and pepperspray to
disperse protesters, The Austin Amer-
ican-Statesman rrp'mrd The Amlhl
Policel

vandalism at night, the police said.

respond to requests for comment.

f that mc P were “Paid A protest in Santa Ana, California, In Dallas, about 400 protesters gath-
2020, h hof apall in response to federal immigration eredonthe: of downtown, The Dal-
ofbricks, Il don the website of N posts echoed b raids, turned violent, city officials said.  fas Morning News reported,
building materials wholesaler in Malaysia, «l chaims that (hc protests were the work Protesters in the city, about 30 miles  NYT
was clm! av proof llm the protests were s

Sup L ficials, of a ol to undercut  cratic governance around the world.
|)nm.11b)(-umwl\\llk'ﬂmmkrwlm. nMnxthrmn,wl of Los Angeles, Karen h‘\lmp. ndvnntﬂi an nyullnmlnl‘ theory The theme was nhuul by accounts
::‘m.- feverishly nnmvmmkl rudll. has I ‘,_“lllr protests  that themayor Aandhad ac | which
- hedned, Iy i that

itywhere she lives.

often
US. The kremlm and its supporters have

Adk

' P
ol Shndiasudun ik o A
the profit

(iul; Hi hu Kumar, former DG
Yadav, former DGP

the lives of innocent fans without bother-
ing about the detalled arrangements re-
quired for the occasion,

Meanwhile, we would humbly request
you to revoke the suspensions of police
officers, The judicial inquiry is to be com-
pheted withinamonth. [t would be fair and
propertotake any sction against the police
officers only after the findings of the judi-
clal inguiry are known,

With regards. Yours truly,

Prakash Singh, former DGP UPand As-
samand DG BSE; DR Karthikeyan, former
Director CBIand DG NHRC; Somesh Go-
yal, former DGP Himachal Pradesh; KP
Jatn, former DGP Tamil Nadw GBS Sid-
hu, former Special Secretary, Cabinet
Secretariat, Gol; Satish Chandra Jha,
Jormer Chairman, NTRO; Arun Kumar,
Jormer DG RPF, CD Sahay, former Sec-
retary, Cabinet Secretarfat, Gol; TR
Kakkar, former Special Secretary, MHA,

Andllm Pradesh; DP Sinha, former Sec
retary (Security) Cabinet Secretariat,

iol: Sudhir Kumar, former Vigilance
Commissioner, CVC; BC Nayak, former
Special Director, Intelligence Burcau; KM
Singh, former DG CISF and Member
NDMA, Gol; Ajay Aggarunl, JSormer DG
Prisons, Tihar, New Delhi; Shanti Kumar
Jain, former Member Public Gricvances
Commission; Satish Sahney, Former CP
Mumbai; MR Reddy, former Director SPG
and Secretary (Security) Gol: BL Vohra,
Jormer DGP Manipur and 5!
Jaruhar, Jormer Special DG 3
Puri, jnrmerl)(,PHunarnnIl'mdah AK
Abrol, former Spectal DG RPF; OPS Ma-
ik, former DG Narcotics Control Bu-
reaw; BS Sial, former DGP Karnataka;
Dr. KK Paul, former CP Dethi; Sanjay
Sinha, former DGP Tripura; SBS Tomar,
JSormer Spl. Secretary, Cabinet Secretariat;
V. Ry iquml Jormer Spl. Director, IB;
Dipak Mishra, Spl. DG CRPF.

The courage

todissent

LK ATHEEQ

first met Banu Mushtaq,

the 2025 International

Booker Prize winner, in
the revenue court of the dep-
uty commissioner, Hassan, |
was presiding over it, and she,
the lawyer, was appearing for
the chients, We became lamily
friends. Whatwas remarkable
about her was she always ap-
peared for the poorand the in-
digent clients, mostly women.

‘Women carry a dispropor-
tionate burden of religion, cul-
ture, and tradition. They live
ina world of norms and tradi-
tons created by men. And any
dissent, a minor rebellion, is
put down with force, and the
Justification for such repres-
slon is often found in religion,
culture, and tradition. The
norms, mores, and traditions,
said to be steeped in religion,
are written by men, advocat-
od by men, and interpreted by
men, sitting as maulvis, pan-
dits, or priests, It therefore
takes extraordinary courage
forwomen to speak their mind
and beg todiffer.

Banu Mushtag has given
voice to the women who think
differently, rebel, and dare 1o
dream but suffer in doing so.
Mehrun, the protagonist in the
stocy Edeya Hanate (the title
of the book in English, Heart
Lamp, for which the prize
was given), decides not to put
up with the insult and indig-
nity of an affair her husband
was having with a younger
woman, She walks out of her
husband’s house in Chikkama-
galuru and travels 1o Hassan,
to her father’s house. She had
trml pride in the strength of

er brothers, and she expect

ed empathy from the home
where she was born, Instead,
she receives a hostile recep-
tion and is promptly taken
back to her husband’s house,
The men—her father and her
brothers—turn outto be not so
braveafterall. Life, society, and
tradition have made them cow-
ards, They worry about their
reputation, One brother says,
“Why didn’tyoudic by buming
yourself before dishonouring
our family by walking out on
your husband?™ This classic
contradiction between societal
normsand individual freedoms
of the women characters is
a recurring theme in most of
Banu'sstories,

Banu Mushtag, a member
of the Bandaya Sahitya move-
ment, had the courage towrite
the stories of Muslim women

ently, and try to act on their
thoughts and dreams, Stories
of women whose dreams are
ultimately crushed by a society
that calls for a sacrifice from
women and lets the men go
scot-free,

These stories may have
come out of Banu Mushtag's
Interaction with her society
and the experiences of being
a lawyer to poor, underprivi-
leged chients—she represented
the poor before the courts of
law. But these are storfes with
universal appeal—stories that
peopleof vanous cultures and
religlons around the world can
relate to, connect with, and
empathise with. It is there-
fore a significant milestone
that such experiences, born
outofMushim households and
written in one of the world's
oldest languages, have now
recelved a global platform,
thanks to the International
Hooker Prize,

I‘Mngi can change if we
shine light on them. Banu
Mushtaq has given voice
and now a global platform o
the Mehruns, Hasinas, and
Jameelas of Muslim socie-
ty. But make no mistake: the
plight of these women is not
unigue to the Muslim commu-
nity; they are universal, and we
can find such stories inall soci-
eties; patriarchy is the monop-
oly of no single religion. The
patriarchal judgements deliv-
ered by the maulvis in jemaes,
for example, are not very dif-
ferent from those at the Ahap
panchayats or similar forums
of ather communities

What is significant is that
Banu Mushtag, a woman and
a Muslim living in a conserva-
tive Muslim society, has dared
towrite stories that challenge
traditional norms and the
Interpretation of religion by
maulvis, who are schooled to
uphold patriarchy, Her work
focuses on individual wom-
en's rights to emancipation,
autonomy, and control over
their bm“ﬁ and eventually
their destinies.

Literature is not merely
stories that some write and
others read at their leisure
1t can be an act of rebellion
and dissent; it is a search for
truth, As Milan Kundera, the
Czech Nobel Prize-winning
novelist, said, “To be a writ-
er does not mean to preach
a truth; it means to discov-
er a truth”™ Banu Mushtag,
through her literature, has
uncovered the truth of wom-
en's lives In conservative, pa-

“Ii's Civil Warl!™ an account on X wrate dlu thauluwly resembled those of official — He based that simply on Bass' role as a carrying the burden of rell-  triarchal societies.
on Saturday, claiming that the bricks had  gover board member for the National bndw Imumuml Sarosor lh( Us government ghon, tradition, and notions
| Iaced hoolli igrati Mike Benz, a conspiracy- minded influ-  ment for | ) ‘h, ar )y g “colour of honour that men create.  (Thewriter is former ACS
and Customs Enforcement for *Democrat — encer on X whu last year claimed that the dated dduringthe  tooverthrow governments, Muslim women who dare o  tochiefministerof
militants,” X posted a C: Note | Taylor Swiftaspart R dministrat v demo- The New Times dream, dare to think differ-  Karnataka)
OUR PAGES &3 OF HISTORY OASIS | MIRLE KARTHIK
50 YEARS AGO: JUNE 1975 25 YEARS AGO: JUNE 2000

Effort never goes waste

Noneed forundue alarm: PYN Jaswant to help revive Lanka

PEAace process stablishing control overthemind — achieve anything in this world, spiritual — nation. Knowing when and what and divine consciousness thit abides in all
Bangalore. June 10 s the first stepin achieving not or otherwise, This calls for effort, Not how tostudy and when to refax by ap- beings. Thisis the ‘Yoga'which the Gita
1CC Genernl Secretary PV Narasimba New Delhl, June 10 Jonly worldly success, but success — justeffory, but the right kind of effort, portioning time sultably will bringsue- — talksof.
o admitted here todiy that the “per- External Affaies Minister Jnswant Singh alsoin the spirioual realm whereinthe  clarifies the Gita, As revered cess”. The Gl significantly points Here, the Gita makes a noteworthy
sonal equations” between Chief Min- will visit Sei Lanka for two days from aspimantaimsatachievingthe realiza-  Swami Chinmayananda puts out thatman simply frictersaway — point. “You are bound to falter in your
hnrDcmdUnnM ree Pmum Sunday 10 engage the Sri Lankan loader- tionof the divine presence in hisbeing,  it, the Gitanowhere pro- his physical and intellectual effores. Because the very nature of
KLY hipinabid ol i saysthe kuvnd(.luunlu dupwr hibits man ﬁ\mlmp)mq energies in pursuits that the mind is instability, restlessness and
mmm"l;h&uummhh vourable atmosphere for enrty cossation on the Yoga of the p world, hnngncl:)mmrldlymcm !\cklrnm Ilwllluu'anddm:)m
end of teerorist vickence -dllev-uthn cumm!w:rlhc mnnd.n pumd:d lhcynrv:nllnnl'd norspiritual { Iy enjoy
'lhavhnamlwwnuhrn and revival of pence proces to evalve isessential to establish controlover the — inthe right manner. But “do The same energy. ifi d b 1o its tricks, yo
of the island's sense organs, Because itis the senses not become aslave to your Judiciously in activities that vnllbe hlu-aduud that Is pushed lmhtr
ln'mnohnmq. Mr Narasimha ln», ethnic problem. Me Singh s scheduled thit tend 10 bead man astray, creating senses, Make the right kind of enhance notonly his material and thither by the wind, tattered and
! d turbubence and agitation in his mind, effortsothat the senses are subser- progress, but his spiritual Progress dlrmumlnu Firmly, conse lnutl‘y
partymen throughout his two-day stay President Chandrika Kumaratungs, and thereby distracting man fromhisgoal — vientto you, not the other way round, absowill akdin his: Ide-  resistthe
here, told newsmen: “1 am sure that all Leader of the Opposition in the Lankan ol achieving spiritual growth, The Gita  Just by avoiding relaxing pastimeslike  velopment. From the perspective of work towards your goal, Success will be
the difficulties can be roned out.” Parkiament Ranil Wickremasinghe. clearty says that one who does not or plying games, Vedanta, this is one step forwardinthe  yours, sooner or later. Your effort will
ieve control over his sensescannot— astudentwill inthe exami I Y ds hing the never be invain” assures the Gita,




6
&

DECCAN HERALD

ESTABLISHED 1948

Train to Kashmir,
track ofhope

The luuncl\ ur the Vande Bharat Exprm hetwem

hmir Val-
lcywllhl'kmnflndm isrich insymbolismand
substance. A month and a half after the Pahalgam ter-
rorattack, Prime Minister Narendra Modihas launched
big-ticket railway projects in Kashmir which have been
long in the workL 'l‘hc Prime Mmmcr described the

Baramulla Rail-
way Llnkua ‘rmowuuonou&l(:mwnrmmhm
a prmllmsmull of India’s new strength”, It is an engi-
neering marvel that can positively influence the econ-
omy of Kashmir and the lives of its people through im-
proved trade and tourism. The project comes with
the world's highest railway arch bridge above the
Chenab River, the first cable-stayed bridge of the rail-
ways, and the country's longest transport tunnel. The
train takes just three hours to reach Srinagar from
Katra while a road journey in good weather takes at
least six hours.

The rail link facilitates hassle-free travel during
all the months of the year. The people of Kashmir
travel frequently from the Val-
ley to Jammu and other parts of
the country and return during

of seasons - now, thistrav-
el has become cheaper, safer, and
more reliable. This provides a
major boost to the economy of

New rail link
brings critical
connectivity

Kashmir as transport of goods tothe Valley;
can be done without delays and  JEXTREIETT]
at lower costs. Tourism, a major olitical
contributor to Kashmir's econo- [l

my, will also benefit substantially
from the rail link. Othermodesof
travel remain prone todisruption
and costescalation becauseof the
vagaries of weather. It is impor-
tant to accord maximum security to the new lines and
trains to ensure passenger safety.

Another key benefit will be in the form of increased
people-to-people contact. Trains hnvc uaduiomlly
linked people, reducing di ing com-

integration
must follow

COMMENT

FALLING BASTIONS

India primes forendgame
infight against Maoists

Cadredepletionand
leadership vacuum have
hit the insurgents but the
security forces cannot
drop guard

M P NATHANAEL

series of

back to their bases.
wovkn‘whu‘dmd

sonnel on theirwa,
(.onnum

Attempts to provide security to the
workers were folled when the Maoists
ambushed security patrols. The Border
Roads Organisation (BRO) 100k up the
challenge under the CRPF's protection
and began work, After BRO left, aivil
contractors look :1;3 the task under the

by the security forces against the
aoistsanda spate of surrenders
durlnglhc last {ew months hiave dealta

among the Maoist ranks,

Vigil must continue
The deaths of top keaders such as Raji
Reddy, Hargopal, Renuka, Jagdeesh,
Basavaraju, and Sudhakar - due to ail-
ments o in encounters - have crushed
180 Maoists have
been killed nll May this year as against
280 last year. l.e'l rudderless, munr
have chosen to.

z

‘“u
s had dq il 1

ty threat over the past several decades.

super Imum policy mmmd b,vlhrCMmm
mdvllaauwlm I
of roads, The efforts are still on, Maoists to the mains
m- h)-m; of mmd: has madc most chulanrul l\lmuuh have declared
tothe secur .\, Ives Maoist-free; the latter is
lnfrn. 0 much so that Al d the of Its An-

area covering nearly 4,000 sq km nnd

Whike y
of CPI(Maoist), was killed along with
26 others on May 21 in the dense for-
ests near Boter village in Abujmarh in
Chhattisgarh, Sudhakar alias Gautam
= a prominent member of the outfit's

ti-Naxal Foree intoan Anti-Communal
Force 10 suppress communal distur-
bances. It may not be prudent to dis-
band this well-trained foree.

While the intelligence setup should
maintain constant surw!lnm:v:. the se-

munication, If the scrapping of Article 370 wasi d
ed to help Kashmir integrate wilh the mumry. the new
rail link may b hile
the building of physical infrastructure in Kashmir and
im provmg mnnecrivily is mpmnm, mmnon must

alsobep people. This
should llappen at the ;mll(iml mchl and cmmhn\al
levels, The g thep ma

to the people of Kullmlr. mdudlng the restoration ol
statehood. That is what former chief minister Farooq
Abdullah probably meant when he said that the trainis
the firststep, and more efforts are needed toreduce the
dil ki dooriand Delhi & doori.

Teeth todomestic
violence law

he Supreme Court has taken another step to

curb domestic violence by directing all the states

and Union Territories to identify officers in the
Department of Women and Child Development at
the district and taluka levels and designate them as
protection officers. These officers will be responsible o
ensure the safety and well-being of vietims of domestic
violence. They will have to create public awareness
about the provisions of the Domestic Violence Act and
the rights of women it entails and ensure coordination
of theservices under the Act, The Court's directive that
the exercise has to be completed within six weeks is
significant. The bench of Justices B V Nagarathna and
Satish Chandra Sharma also directed the National Le-
uISv.-rvicesAudurilyloimn\m the state legal services
of their right to free

o IIIIJ\I.

legal aid and advice under the Act.

The court issued the order on a plea filed by an NGO,
We the Women of India, which said there were prob-
lems in the implementation of the law even 15 years
after its enactment, It was pointed out that domestic
violence remained the most common crime against
women;the NGO soughtlegal aid
for survivors and shelter homes
for those who needed them,
According to a study, over 31%
of women aged 15-49 have re-
ported experiencing some form
of domestic violence, including
physical, emotional, and sexual
assault. The National Women's

SC'sdirective
on appointing
protection
officers can

help improve

Commission receives thousands  JELTICILEAT
of complaintsevery year. The Na- liqms,

tional Crimes Records Bureau

(NCRB), however, reports only a enforcement
few hundred cases every year. It

should be clear that the number

of complaints or cases does not reflect the seriousness
oftheissue,

There are social, ccoummic and mhcr fnclm that
areatthe rootof d They
the responses to the violence, mdudmg the decision of
women to seek legal aid and relief, and the reactions of
the family and the community. Few women are able to
resist violence and deal with it, Iepllyor inother ways,
Thcn: are vanntiom among states in the Illtldcl;l of
the the notbeen-
tirelyreliable. Acctmlmg tosomeof! these reports, Kar-
nataka hasa highincidence of domestic violence, Strict
implementation of the law is the only way forward,
The Supreme Court nnd n(hcr courts hnw wpmtcdly

Arhel
Issue -q'uun ur

urity
Central Committee-was killed on June alties by Improvised Explosive Devices
5 in Bijapur. Earfier, 31 Maoists were (TEDs), There were 43 incldents of IED
Kilbed in Karregutta Hills straddling the blasts in 2024 and over 30 incidents till
Telangana-Chhattisgarh border in the May this year. This method facilitates
three weeks-long Black Forest opera- easy escape after inflicting casualties
tion which conchaded on May 11 on the forces. In the Karregutta Hills,
The security forces - Central Reserve the Maoists had planted over 400 IEDs
Police Force (CRPF), CoBRA (Com- and six personnel including a CoBRA
mando Battalion for Resolute Action), Assistant Commandant suffered inju-
an elite commando outfit of CRPF, the ries when they on the pressure
Bastariya Battalion, also of CRPF, the mines, The officer’s leg had o be ampu-
Border Security Force (BSF), the In- tated,
do-Tibetan Border Police (ITBP), the “The looting of 4,000 kg of explosives
District Reserve Guard (DRG), the Bas- a truck in the Sundar-
ml'wlml-m:\'(ml- i d ble, i gely  garh district of Odisha, close to the Ser
the Chhattisgarh Armed Police uucrmenu'uunonalﬂ\rCRPl-‘ With  enda forests in Jharkhand, on May 27,
(O\P) and lheChhmmrh l\)lla: hnd nearly 200 Forward O Bases jon, Whil i
overthe (FOB) establish ‘l-llu'trn.;wbu ithas beenrecovered by the CoBRA per-
largely de he disti: dy the fth mt!.llarqunnmymuhnwlm:hc
Maoists enjoyed in the region. W aggressi d jons Maoists, nade
Popular support gained by the Mao-  launched by the security forces, o recover the: l\-nmmlmrwlndm
hihy P their  Recently, 86 Maoists disillusioned — Though the Macists are pleading for
deephnowledgeof the terrain, inacces- by their ideology surrendered before  censefire and peace talks, the govern-
ubk lomu that served as a safe sane- Kom:gudem Police, and another 11 ment has dmthﬂmiynm thesecalls
sur d before Alluri Sitaram  as they could be a strategy to recruit,
uwﬁr«owkdmthcwvnmmu( Raju Police. Since nine of the 16 Mao-  regroup and replenish their armoury.
the M; ho kaid down thei beforethe  That they had killed three Gi
time  CRPF on June 2 in Sulma hailed from  commandosinthe Mulugu districtof Tel-
o time. Thc Mw«s have uppuu-d de- Karlapenda, the village was declared  angana on May 8cannot be overlooked.

velopment in the region - the poverty of

Maodst-free and carned a reward of Rs

In the interest of national security,

the villagers has helped the insurgents 1 crore for its development, While 928 the pressure on the Maoists must be
theiride-  Maoists last year, 718 sur- maintained tll the movement is entire-
dogy Thea f rendered before the IIMay  lywiped out, well ahead of the deadline
d | ty! hy vhichinels "Hmmlhe ufMardl 312026 set by Union Home
coverlong di P Liood ¥ ivision Th Minister Amis Sh
ageof th haustion, the Maoists largely due to mr lhmn of  (Thewriteris arctived Inspector
h ddendly cksonth death in and di Generalof Police, CRPF)
RIGHT IN THE MIDDLE

Lessons from Raj eev Taranath

Atribute toateacher who
shaped minds and inspired a
lifetime of learning

ndu Rajeev Taranath taught

ishin Regional Engineering

Cn Tiruchirappalhi, for two
rnnmlhclumlm Iwasone of his
ucky students, 1 still remember the
informal discussions we used (o have
in his room. “Sitdown, Bhashyam.” he

ted off a full artich
asitwasbei 1in India, tited.
Are the efections a piomic? T had trouble
keeping pace but did as best as | could
andiater I
afaircopy for his approval.

On another occasion | wrote out a
hngwcminmlllhnuﬂwufr«
verse and took it to him for his com-
ments, It was a poem of roughly twen-
ty lines about moving through a crowd
of people Tknew, with a fixed artificial
smile on my face. He read through the

and wry sense of humour never left
him. Onone occasion, he told me that
once when he was visiting Delhi, he
was invited by the great sarod player
Sharan Rani to her house for lunch,
He went with great expectation,
looking forward 1o an authentic Awa-
dhi-style spread, an that

DECCANHERALD
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SPEAKOUT

..The Chief Minister speaks the same
language which is spoken by Pakistan. The
speech she made today will be published
in Pakistaninewspaper,
Dawn, tomorrow.
Mamata Banerjeeis

l’akiamnmmkcs'x Son...
mitra Paul. BJP MLA

If tyranny and oppression come to this land, it
will be in the guise of fighting a foreign enemy.
James Madison

TOBE PRECISE

YEARS OF
MODI GOVTI

INPERSPECTIVE

Judiciary and the
case forreform

The presence of the  States, the President has the
v Mi o) power tonominate the mem-
Law Muslsktmul Bere o2 the Bapratas Couet:
LoPinNJAC can  but the candidature has to

» » -bas be confirmed by the Senate.
ensure a broad-based 1 the UK. judieial appoint:
approach tojudicial  mentstothe Supreme Court
appointments are made by an independent
selection commission whose

members are drawn from
the UK Supreme Court and
the Judicial Appointments
Commission of the UK and
Wales, Scotland, and North-
ern Ireland, who make their
recommendations based on
consultations with senior
politiciansand judges, These

he government’s de-

cision to move an im-

peachment motion
against Justice Yashwant
Varma in the monsoon ses-
sion of the Parliament is a
rare instance of such puni-  recommendations will have
tive action initiated against 1o be approved by the Lord
a judge. The case involving  Chancellor who then sends
the Allahabad High Court  them for formal approval by
Judge has raised questions  the Prime Minister and the
about judicial integrity and  Crown. The mechanisms in
the collegium system. The  bothcountriesinvolvemem-
Supreme Court, through bersfromtheother branches
the three judges cases, of the government, making
formulated the collegium  them broad-based,
system 1o eliminate execu-
tive interference in judicial vs
appointments. The move, accountability
1o doubt, asserted judicial The Chief Justice of India B

d but made it R Gavai, while speaking ata

turned to disappointment when she
told him, “Knowing you are a South
Indian, I have made idli-sambhar spe-
clally for you!"

T last met him when he was lying in
hospital grimacing in pain after hav-

liable to the criticism that  round table in the Supreme
the system was made unac-  Court of the UK on June 3,
countableandnon-transpar-  said, “Such occurrences
ent. These arguments have  (instances of corruption)
gained traction with Justice  inevitably have a negative
Varma's case and how itwas  impacton public confidence,

wouk! boomin hisdeepvoice. Hewould  lines and then intoned, Ing broken his hip bone. Seeing me, he dealt with initially by the tentially eroding the faith
then regale me on myniad subjects,  “Thepoethassaiditinonesentence,  switched into T\manndllxhouyl m apex court, r’mnm ty of the system
starting from the politics of the day 1o “Toprepare a facetomeet the f; voice Any d stands as a wh?ﬂ He, however,
the latest MGR movie playing intown.  youmeet. Why bi sangan iconi ‘M(.-R‘: on three pillars - the execu:  defended the collegium sys-
Hewasadie-hard MGR fanand would  the same thing?” ﬁlms.d\clmdwhlchlandytmw tive, the legishature, and the  tem and said, remay be
praise the actoe for his earthy political — With that, my poem had hnm sun- lated, mean, “If | were to command, Judiciary. It would not bean  criticisms of the collegium
mruuhu mar ilydi d! It I and it were to happen, then the poor overstatement tosiy thatthe - system, but any solution

kepe pe 1l nnmi lised that * T oty would no longer drown in an ocean of Judiciaryis pivotal here. This — must not come at the cost of
delunlruwlcnn n-mmlyl erthan TS Eliot, tears.” He then pronounced with an air is for two reasons, First, itis jmbdnlh\mpmda\a- Jndn-

we ran, and he kept putting it off. One
day he relented and said, “Okay, can
you write it down while | dictate?” He

In later years | would visit him on
and off in his house in Saraswathi Pu-
ram, Mysuru. His matter-of-fact style

of finality that MG R had built the foun-
dation for what Tamil Nadu is today.
Afew weeks later he was gone.

the dian of fund free
tal rights and second, itisthe  control.”
defender of the interests of  Judicial independence is,

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Astep towards building a healthicr generation

Apropos "Healthy eating: Start at the schools' (Jun
IO) le"‘!dmdmmmbhsh sugar honrdﬂ inallaffil

tons, Int

" h I

lhebme efore,itneeds  no doubt, the sine quanon of
to be i dent so that it democracy, butaccountabil-
can function without fear or ity and transparency cannot

favour. But it is equally im-
portant in a democracy that
each organ is kept in check
by the other two so that a
balance is maintained. The
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Extend ‘sugarboards’

The editorial, “Healthy eating: start
atthe school” (Jun 10), was both im-
pressive and hopeful It is commend-
able that CHSE schools are taking
the lead in promoting healthy eating
habits, and this initiative should be
extended to all schools nationwide.
“To counter the rise in obesity and di-
abetes, displaying calorie and sugar
information in cateries

and restaurants would empower
people to make healthier choices.
Expanding the *Sugar Board™
system to hotels and eateries would
be a timely step towards building a
healthier nation.

Revoke suspension

Apropos ‘Govt. to HC: RCB posts
led tolarge gathering, stampede’
(Jun 10), the recent stampede at the

future generation

Eco-friendly

Apropos ‘Indin's Ist: BAMUL tests
bio-degradable milk packets” (Jun
10), itis good news for environmen-
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Expelled party

finances limit

June 6 this year

In lakh tonnes. Of the
l6 total exports so far,

L4 maximum shipments
have been to Somalia at 1,168,553 tonnes,
followed by Sri Lanka at 76,401 tonnes,
Afghanistan at 72,633 tonnes, and Djibouts
at 69,609 tonnes. White sugar exports were
at 4.09 lakh tonnes. n

reproductive freedom

In per cent. UNFPA's 2025
38 State of World Population

Report, The Real Fertility
Crisls, is a poll conducted across 14
countries, with 14,000 respondents, out of
whom 1,048 were from India. Job
insecurity and the lack of reliable childcare
is making parenthood feel out of reach. m

that ratified the High

members charged

Cases registered under

NDPS Act in Haryana

Seas Treaty

Eighteen more countries
49 ratified the High Seas Treaty

on Monday, bringing the total
10 49 — just 11 short of the 60 needed for
the ocean agreement to enter into force,
This surge in support adds momentum to
what could become a historic shift in how
the world governs the open ocean. ar

with spying in Taiwan

from January-April

The defendants were among five

people expelled from Talwan's

ruling Democratic Progressive Party
(DPP) last month for suspected esplonage.
The four people have been charged with
violating the Classified National Security
Information Protection Act and National
Security Act. w

During this period,
l 130 1,801 offenders
° were arrested,

including 332 for possession or trafficking
of commercial guantities of drugs under
the Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic
Substances (NPDS) Act. en
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Erdogan’s neo-Ottoman foreign policy

Under President Recep Tayyip Erdogan, Ankara has pursued an Islamist-leaning foreign policy aimed at building stronger ties with Muslim-majority countries.
However, being aware of Tarkiye's limitations, he has mixed Islamist ideology with pragmatism

WORLD INSIGHT

Stanly Johny

iirkiye, a longstanding Cold

War ally of the West, has

significantly expanded its

presence and influence across
West Asia and the Caucasus in recent
years, Under President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan, Ankara has pursued an
Islamist-leaning foreign policy aimed at
building stronger ties with
Muslim-majority countries and
repositioning Tiirkiye as a regional power

all while maintaining its alliance with

the Western bloc. The rise to power of the
Islamist Hayat Tahrir al-Sham (HTS) in
Syria has helped Ankara expand its reach
close to the Israeli border. Tiirkiye already
maintains a military presence in Qatar,
the rich Sunni Gulf kingdom,
underscoring its growing strategic
footprint in the region.

During the recent flare-up between
India and Pakistan, Tiirkiye stood by
Islamabad. Is this blend of Islamism with
a pro-Western tint helping Tiirkiye
remake itself in a volatile world?

Erdogan’s era
When the Republic of Turkey was
established in 1923 on the remains of the
Ottoman Empire, the country's new
rulers adopted sweeping reforms aimed
at democratising polity, secularising
society and conciliating foreign policy.
Mustafa Kemal Ataturk, founder of
modern Tiirkiye, adopted a ‘peace at
home, peace in the world’ foreign policy.
After the Second World War, Tiirkiye
joined the western bloc. Its geographical
location as a Black Sea basin country with
access to West Asia, the Mediterranean
and the Caucasus made Tiirkiye a
strategically important ally for NATO. All
Turkish leaders, both military dictators
and elected leaders, followed this
establishment consensus on foreign
policy - until the rise of the Iskamists.

Mr. Erdogan’s AK Party (Adalet ve
Kalkinma Partisi) that came to power in
2002 also followed this path in the initial
years. The AKP came to power after years
of political and economic instability, and
Mr. Erdogan’s immediate focus was to
stabilise the economy. Mr. Erdogan, then
Prime Minister, sought close cooperation
with the U.S. and integration with the
European Union. In the immediate
aftermath of the U.S.s illegal invasion of
Iraq in March 2003, Mr. Erdogan wrote in
The Wall Street Journal that “My country is
your faithful ally and friend".

Tiirkiye would take a more

A different path: Turkiye President Tayyip Erdogan at a news conference in Ankara, in 2021 REUTERS

countries and combat western
imperialism. For him, the European
Union was “a Christian club”. Erbakan
formed diffierent political parties (of
which the Welfare Party was the most
p one) but never ito
break through Tiirkiye's political and
foreign policy consensus.

When the Welfare Party was banned,
Islamist politicians formed the Virtue
Party in 1997. One of the leaders of the
Virtue Party was Recep Tayyip Erdogan.
The AKP was formed in 2001 after the
Virtue Party was found unc jonal.

was ruled by the Ottomans for hundreds
of years.

When the Muslim Brotherhood,
another Islamist party with which the
AKP shares ideological and political
similarities, came to power in Egypt, Mr,
Erdogan’s doctrine was put to practice.
When protests broke out in Syria in 2011
against the regime of President Bashar
al-Assad, Tiirkiye backed anti-Assad
groups - first the Free Syrian Army and
then different Islamist outfits. In Libya,
which was divided between two

In the 2002 election, Mr. Erdogan did
what Erbakan couldn’t - he brought the
Islamists to power. It was only a matter of
time before the AKP turned to Erbakan's
foreign policy doctrine.

From theory to practice
“The people’s calls and their most

foreign policy tum in the early 2010s -
with the onset of the Arab Spring protests
to be precise.

Ideol and historical roots
Irtihad- Islam (Unity of Islam) was a
declared foreign policy doctrine of the
Ottoman Sultan Hamid 11 who reigned
from 1876-1909. During this period,
Constantinople sought Muslim unity
against enemies in the West. The Islamists
in Kemal's Tiirkiye, who were more or
less politically marginalised until the rise
of the AKP, had always advocated for
stronger ties with Muslim nations. Before
Mr. Erdogan’s rise, perhaps the most
influential Islamist voice in Tiirkiye's
politics was that of Necmettin Erbakan
(1926-2011). Erbakan, who had served as
Prime Minister briefly in 199697 and was
later banned from politics by the
Constitutional Court for violating the
country's secular laws, argued that
Tiirkiye should protect its religious
values, build closer relations with Muslim
cM
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humane d 1s™ must be paid
attention to, Mr. Erdogan said in February
2011 amid a mass uprising in Egypt
against the rule of Hosni Mubarak. By
openly backing the protesters, Mr.
Erdogan risked unsettling Tiirkiye’s
relationship with Arab countries. But
when the Mubarak regime fell, Tiirkiye
suddenly found strategic depth in its new
approach, and it started seeing street
protests in Arab countries as a vehicle for
ittihadi Islam. Then Foreign Minister
Ahmet Davutoglu put this policy tilt ina
historical perspective in March 2011,
saying the mass protests could break “the
template drawn by Sykes-Picot” (the
Sykes-Picot Agreement was a treaty
between the UK. and France in 1916
where it was decided to divide the
territories of the Ottoman Empire
following World War 1) and bring power
to the parties “that truly represent the
{:oplc' of the region. Tiirkiye started
cking these parties, hoping that their
revolutionary ascent could open corridors
of influence for Ankara in a region which

o ~ ane based in Tripoli in the
west and the other in Tobruk in the east -
Tiirkiye supported the Tripoli
government dominated by Islamist
groups, including the Muslim
Brotherhood, after the Gaddafh regime
was toppled by a NATO invasion in 2011,

Assertive yet pragmatic

Mr. Erdogan did not blindly follow
ittihad i Islam. He mixed his Islamist
ideology with pragmatism. He was aware
of Tirkiye's limitations.

It is no longer the Caliphate and
doesn’t enjoy any politico-religious
command over the Muslim world.
Geographically, it is only a fraction of
what used to be the Ottoman Empire. It is
also a treaty ally of NATO. It hosts several
Western military bases, including U.S.
nuclear weapons at Incirlik. While Mr.
Erdogan was ready to risk some friction in
Tiirkiye’s ties with the West, he was
cautious not to lead those frictions toa
break. At the same time, he saw Tiirkiye's
suppaort for Islamist groups as an
opportunity to rebuild the country's
influence in the Islamic world.

Syria is a case in point. When Mr.
Assad, backed by Russia and Iran, started
turning the tide of the civil war in 2016,
Tiirkiye offered protection to the HTS, the
anti-Assad Islamist group that had taken
over Idlib. HTS was formerly Syria’s
al-Qaeda branch. But Tiirkiye strongly

opposed any military action against HTS.
It entered into an agreement with Russia
to maintain order on the Turkish-Syrian
border. It carved territories on the border,
creating a buffer between the Turkish
Kurdish regions and the Syrian Kurdish
province. And in November 2024, when
the Syrian regime was reeling under
repeated Israeli strikes, HTS launched an
offensive and captured Damascus within
12 days. This further raised Tiirkiye's
profile in West Asia.

rhaijan is yet another
When Armenia and Azerbaijan went to
war in 2023, Tiirkiye backed Azerbaijan
against Armenia, a Russian treaty ally.
When Russia, preoccupied with its own
war in Ukraine, was unable to help
Armenia, Azerbaijan, with Turkish
support and Turkish-made drones, made
quick gains. Tiirkiye supplied drones to
Ukraine, but refused to enforce sanctions
on Russia. Its decision to buy Russia's
$400 missile defence system had irked
Washington. But Mr. Erdogan managed to
reset ties and extract concessions from
the U.S. when he supported the accession
of Sweden and Finland into NATO,

Mr. Erdogan has thus been playing a
tricky game ~ balancing between the
West and its rivals through traditional
diplomacy, while at the same time
reasserting itself in the Muslim world
using Islamist foreign policy.

Formidable challenges

While Tiirkiye’s geographical location, its
membership in NATO and its Islamist
foreign policy allow the country to
portray itself as a major force, its Achilles
heel is the economy. Mr. Erdogan, who
delivered on the economic front in the
first decade of his rule, has ever since
struggled to keep the ship afloat. Tiirkiye
has experienced a prolonged period of
hyperinflation, and the Turkish lira has
depreciated significantly in recent years.
Amid high inflation and high
unemployment, social unrest has spread,
frequently leading to violent crackdowns,
Mr. Erdogan, who changed the
Constitution turning Tiirkiye’s political
system into an executive presidency from
parliamentary democracy, has amassed
huge powers in his own hands. He has
suppressed political opponents,
independent media, and other voices of
dissent. Earlier this year, Turkish
authorities arrested Ekrem Imamoghu, the
popular Mayor of Istanbul, who is the
opposition's candidate for the 2028
presidential election, which Mr. Erdogan
can't contest under the current
Constitution.

While on the foreign policy front, Mr.
Erdogan’s bets have paid tactical results
as of now, it is to be seen how Tiirkiye is
going to build on these gains for longterm
strategic dividends. True, the regime
change in Syria is a huge advantage for
Ankara, but Syria is far from being stable.
Sois Libya, where violence resurfaces
frequently. In the Gulf, Qatar is Tiirkiye's
powerhouse partner. While Ankara has
improved ties with Saudi Arabia and the
UAE in recent years, old mistrust still
lingers. And in the Caucasus and the
Black Sea, Tiirkiye will have to take
Western and Russian sensitives into
consideration in its foreign policy
decisions. Its support for Pakistan
provides Ankara some legroom in South
Asia, but Tiirkiye remains an insignificant
player in the subcontinent.

While Tiirkiye seeks to expand its
strategic footprint in different directions,
with a neo-Ottoman tilt and within the
framework of the western security
umbrella, it also risks turning itself into an
authoritarian Islamist regime with a weak
economy and political instability.

THE GIST

ittihad-| Islam (Unity of Islam)
was a declared foreign policy
doctrine of the Ottoman Sultan
Hamid il wha reigned from
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Constantinople sought Muslim
unity against enemies in the
West,
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_(ANALYSIS

Free food scheme is inherently prone to misuse

As the Government continues to provide free foodgrain to over 800 million people, a closer look reveals troubling patters of misuse, policy distortion,
and an urgent need for reform. The question now is not whether food should reach the poor — but how best to do it without enriching the corrupt

ast year, the Indian Council For Research

On International Economic Relations

(ICRIER) released a Study titled

“Rationalising Public Distribution System
in India’ saying there was grain leakage under the
Pradhan Mantri Garlb Kalyan Anna Yojana
(PMGKAY) of 20 million tons entailing an estimat-
ed annual fiscal cost of around 270,000 crore to the
central exchequer.

Under the PMGKAY, the Union Government
asks the Food Corporation of India (FCI) and other
state agencies to procure food from the farmers at
MSP (minimum support price) and organise its dis-
tribution to around 820 million people for free. This
is done t h a network of fair-price shops under
the Public Distribution System (PDS). The entire
cost Le. MSP paid to farmers plus handling and dis-
tribution cost (HDC) is reimbursed to the
FCliother state agencies as a subsidy.

While, the PMGKAY has been in force since
January 1, 2023, before that, the Centre was giv-
ing food to 820 million persons at a heavily sub-
sidised price of ¥2/3/1 per kg for wheat/rice/coarse
cereals under the National Food Security Act or
NESA. In addition, since April 2020, it has given
5 kg of food per person per month for “free” to all
820 million beneficiaries under PMGKAY to mit-
igate the effect of the COVID-19 pandemic.

From January 1, 2023, they have been getting free
food under the PMGKAY. Umpteen ground
reports corroborate the substantial leakage of cere-
als from the PDS. The most recent revelation is
from Uttar Pradesh’s Bareilly, Agra and Meerut divi-
slons where between 2015 and 2018, the heavily
subsidised food at ¥2/3/1 per kg for
wheat/rice/coarse cereals under the NFSA was
given to ‘ineligible persons’ thereby depriving the
real beneficiaries of their due.

Last year, there were
reports of a massive scam in
West Bengal where rice
meant for distribution
through the PDS made its
way to privately owned rice
mills who after re-milling \

(polishing) sold in the open
market raking in a moolah.

The scale of diversion
can be gauged from the
fact that the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) — cur-
rently investigating — esti-
mates the proceeds of
crime to be ¥9,000-10,000
crore, The leakage has con-
tinued for more than a decade.

In 2016, there were reports of the disappearance
of a significant amount of food grain stocks from
godowns in Punjab raising concerns about poten-
tial losses and the financial implications for banks
involved In the state’s food borrowing program.

Under directions from the Reserve Bank of India
(RBI), banks were forced to make provisions for
such losses estimated to be around T12,000 crore.
This was even as the Central Government didn't
allow this loss to be absorbed under the ‘food sub-
sidy” budget.

There could be other numerous instances of
leaks hidden from public glare. All put together,
these could be denting the state exchequer by colos-
sal amounts. So, when we talk of the ever-Increas-
Ing food subsidy bill of the Centre (over 200,000
crore during FY 2024-25), it includes a sizeable por-
tion towards the leak.

Its root cause has to do with how food subsidy
Is administered. Under the extant system, the sub-
sidy Is built into the price which under this Scheme
Is Zero; even under regular NFSA from 2013 till
December 2022, the price was close to zero at
22/3/1 per kg

Compare SIIS with the cost of supply (MSP plus
HDC) which is currently around ¥27 per kg for
wheat and 39 per kg for rice. The availability of
a mammoth of around 55 million tons (the quan-
tity distributed through the PDS) in the supply
chain with zero price tag Is an open invitation to

LAST YEAR, THERE WERE REPORTS
OF A MASSIVE SCAM IN WEST
BENGAL WHERE RICE MEANT FOR
DISTRIBUTION THROUGH THE PDS
MADE ITS WAY TO PRIVATELY
OWNED RICE MILLS WHO AFTER
RE-MILLING (POLISHING) SOLD IN
THE OPEN MARKET RAKING IN A
MOOLAH

dubious stakeholders to derive unintended gains.

Fundamentally, subsidised food ks meant for the
poor. The number of poor isn't more than 15-20
per cent of Indla’s population. Yet, the current
number of beneficiaries Is 59 per cent of the
population. Even as per the Shanta Kumar
Committee (2015), the beneficlary number under
the then NFSA shouldn't be more than 40 per cent.
Furthermore, according to Niti Aayog, since 2015,
250 million persons have come out of poverty.
This should have led to a corresponding reduction
in the number of beneficiaries. But, this was
not to be.

Even as millions of ‘undeserving’ people refuse
to exit, the Supreme Court (SC) has directed the
Central Government to update the list of benefi-
claries to take into account the population during
2021 (the existing list is based on 2011 Census
estimates). On this basis, the latter will need to give
free food to an additional 100 million. With
no deletion, the Scheme will have to cater to 920
million,

The NFSA legisl enacted in 2013 required

beneficiaries to pay 2/3/1 per kg for
wheat/rice/coarse cereals. It froze these rates for

FIRST
olumn

three years. Since 2016, there has been no legal bar
on increasing the price. Yet, far from increasing,
the Modi-Government has reduced the price to
wero,

The nexus of corrupt politicians/officials and
local ration dealers/millers stares at the ‘huge dif-
ferential’ between the zero-priced PDS stuff and
the high market price with hawkish eyes.

They can circumvent even the best of technol-
ogy interventions made by the Modi-Government;
those include installing PoS (point of sale machines)
at ratbon shops; digitisation of the supply chain from
procurement to distribution; authentication of ben-
eficlaries with their Aadhaar numbers and so on.

On the procurement front, cases have come to
light where small/poor farmers are unable to sell
their produce to the State agencies — despite reg-
istering at the latter's Jmnal. This deprives them
of the MSP benefit and guaranteed purchase even
as dublous traders acting in collusion with the offi-
clals manipulate the system to their advantage.

Leakage can be curbed in fact, eliminated if only
the Government gives subsidy directly to the ben-
eficlaries using DE’T mode. For instance, taking the
cost of supplying wheat 227 per kg, it can trans-
fer T135 a month (1620 per annum) to a benefi-
clary's account being the eligible subsidy amount
for 5 kg of monthly food entitlement under the
Scheme.

With this money, she can purchase her needs
from the market. The ration shops — currently
catering to PDS — will have to recalibrate and work
like any normal retailer.

The state agencies need not procure food for dis-
tribution to the beneficiaries which under the pro-
posed DBT mechanism, won't be required. The
farmers will sell their produce in the same man-
ner as happens for any other commodity in a mar-
ket-driven framework. The three central farm laws
should be revived as that will give them more
options to them sell their farm output and fetch-
ing a good price.

With no zero-priced food available in the sys-
tem, there won't be any temptation to divert. Also,
there won't be any clamour to corner food (albeit
free) in the name of fake beneficiaries.

The Government will be able to better target sub-
sidies by excluding the undeserving persons. It
will also be spared the ‘guaranteed” purchase from
farmers and associated high cost and subsidy
outgo which it cant avoid under the existing
dispensation,

n short, by restructuring the Scheme, the
Government has much to gain by way of eliminat-
ing misuse and leakages, bringing about huge sav-
ings In subsidy, putting in place competitive/effi-
clently driven markets and ensuring remunerative
prices to farmers.

(The writer is a poficy analyst.
Views expressed are personal)

Indian Rail Reaches Kashmir Heights:
A Marvel of Indian Engineering

n a dear June day, dr: in marigold flow-
Ocn and national pride, the Vande Bharat
Express began its maiden journey from
Shri Mata Vaishno Devi Katra to Srinagar.
Flagged off by Prime Minister Narendra Modl, the
moment marked more than the launch of a high-
speed train. It was the culmination of a century-
old dream — one forged in steel, vision, and
Iding resolve. The rail of Kashmir
with the rest of India is that resolve. It is evident
on the happy faces of the people travelling on the
train, Train to Kashmir with an ultra-modem trav-
el experience runs on the solid foundation of our
engineers. Cutting short the travel time, high-
speed Vande Bharat trains are running twice a day,
six times a week from both sides. They are not only
bringing much-needed push for the local econom-
ic development in the valley but are also proving
to be a boon for the tourlsts from across the coun-
try. The picturesque journey with ultra-modern
comforts in such a short time of three hours vis-
A-vis road journey of six to seven hours has truly
unified hilly Kashmir with the rest of India in all
weathers for us. For decades, Kashmir's story has
been told through the lens of conflict and
remoteness. It's heartening to see it belng rewrit-
ten in the language of infrastructure — bridges,
tunnels, and rail lines threading their way through
the mountains. Coming on the eve of 11
years of Prime Minister Shri Narendra
Modl’s governance at the centre, the spe-
clal trains and the connecting link are
all set to change the destiny of locals in
Kashmir.

In its 172-year history of service to
the nation, Indian Railways has proud-
ly crossed many important milestones.
Generations of dedicated rallway men
and women have toiled to make con-
nectivity and carriage a daily reality. But
to paraphrase a line from an iconlc
Indian advertisement: Indian Rallways
doesn't just build tracks-it also knits the
fabric of national unity!

From Isolation to Integration
Historically, Kashmir's isolation was more than
phorical — it was geographic and p &
ly real. Tucked high in the Himalayas and routine-
Iy cut off by snow for days, the region d
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steadily and were effectively completed within a
decade, the central stretch — from Katra to
Banihal — posed an engineering and security chal-
lenge of Himalayan pnngypnnl(l::g For )eus.(lybe rall
line lingered as two disconnected segments — like
outstretched hands reaching across a chasm of
mountains. But that chasm symbolised more than
Just physical terrain. The final push to complete
the USBRL project came when the Government
declared it a national priority. With firm resolve
and (ulll||‘g~edge technology working in tandem,
the project finally saw light at the end of
the tunnel — quite literally. As Rallway
Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw aptly
remarked, this was far more than a
transportation Initiative; it was a
nation-bullding effort.
Where Steel Defies the Sky
The USBRL project may well be the
most ambitious rail initiative since
Independence. The 272-km stretch
between Udhampur and Baramulla
snakes through 40 tunnels and over
900 bridges. And at the centre of it all
Is the record-breaking Chenab Bridge
— the tallest railway bridge in the
world, standing 359 metres above the riverbed.
This marvel of engineering is capable of withstand-
Ing wind speeds up to 260 kmph and tremors of
wamlc usn‘:: V. ‘ﬁim it mﬂ: the Anji Khad
Bridge, India’s first cable-stayed rallway bridge,

distant not just in reach but even in experience.
Roads were often treacherous, air travel limited,
and full rall connectivity a mirage long promised.

A British-era proposal for a Kashmir rail link
remained on the drawing board for decades, hin-
dered by complex geopolitical challenges. After
countless rounds of deliberations, feasibility stud-
les, technical evaluations, and consultations with
both domestic and international experts, the
Udhampur-Srinagar-Baramulla Rall Link
(USBRL) was officially sanctioned in 1994. While
the northern and southern sections progressed

stretching lly across a valley, anc|
by a single pylon and supported by 96 cables.
Tunnels, including the {I kil I

plete — a feat that combines precision engineer-
ing with a certain audacity of vision, linking the
Vﬁk)' to the rest of the nation in a way that is pro-
foundly symbolic.

A Train Called Hope

In many ways, the Vande Bharat Express ks not just

letly thre
meadows and valleys, bridging distances m

physical and psychological, proclaiming that
Kashmir is no longer distant!

It has reduced travel time between Srinagar and
Katra to just over three hours, down from near-
Iy six. What was once a treacherous road journey
through landslide-prone hairpin bends and
unpredictable weather, is now a smooth ride
through tunnels and bridges that defy belief. It
connects not only cities, but lives. Children in far-
off villages are now talking about universities in
Jammu and Delhi. Local artisans, apple growers,
and carpet weavers now see their goods reaching
markets beyond the valley — fresher, faster, fur-
ther. “Where there were once checkpoints and
delays” said a young shopkeeper in Srinagar, “there
is now the sound of a train. It feels like we're no
longer waiting for the rest of the country to arrive
— we are moving with it

A New Journey, Still Unfolding

This is not to that one train will solve
Kashmir's complex problems. Infrastructure
cannot erase history or immediately heal wounds
—security concerns will need add g yet. But

atrain — it is a metaphor. It %Ides

COVID-19 cases rise again: What'’s
driving the surge and how to stay safe

are once again climbing in India and many

parts of the world. As of early June 2025, sev-
eral states have reported a noticeable uptick in daily
infections, with urban clusters seeing a higher pos-
itivity rate. While the numbers are not yet alarming
compared to previous waves, the increase has
reignited public concern and drawn the attention of
health authorities. So what is driving this latest rise,
how is it different from earlier waves, and what should
people do now?
What's Causing the Spike?
Experts attribute the current surge to a mix of fac-
tors. One of the key drivers is the emergence of new
vartants, particularty FLIRT vartants such as KP2 and
KP3, sub-lineages of Omicron that have evolved with
mutations helping them partially evade immunity
from previous infections or vaccinations. These vari-
ants are not necessarily more severe, but they are more
transmissible.

ther contributor is seasonal behaviour. fust like
flu tends to peak during certain times of the
year, COVID-19 now appears to show a sea-
sonal trend, especially with the monsoon
approaching in India. People are spend-
ing more time indoors, increasing the
likelihood of alrborne transmission in
poorly ventilated spaces.

Increased travel, public gatherings, and

a Eencm.l sense of pandemic fatigue —
where people have relaxed masking
and distancing norms — also play a role.
Many no longer adhere to precautions
like wearing masks in crowded spaces or

home when symptomatic, which
adds fuel to the spread.
Are the Symptoms Any Different This
Time?

3 fter months of relative calm, COVID- 19 cases

According to doctors, the symptoms seen in the cur-
rent wave are broadly similar to those in previous
Omicron-driven surges. Patlents typécally report mild
to moderate symptoms such as fever, sore throat,
nasal stion, fatigue, and cough. Some also expe-
rlencm aches, headaches, aﬁ: gnalmm:ml
symptoms like nausea or diarrhoea.

What's different, however, is that most cases are

TUSHAR
TAYAL

tant to note that COVID-19, while less deadly now
than in the early pandemic years, still carries a risk
of serious complications, including long-term
COVID-19 — an umbrella term for Nt symp-
toms that can affect the hungs, brain, heart, and more.

India reported a few recent deaths in individuals

who tested positive for COVID-19, but health offi-
clals are cautious about linking the deaths directly
to the virus without deeper investigation. COVID
likely acted as an aggravating factor in people already
unwell from other causes.
Vaccination: Is There a Need for a Booster Now?
India had seen impressive uptake for the first two
vaccine doses, but booster coverage remains low, par-
ticularly among younger adults. Many took their last
dose more than a year ago. While vaccine — induced
immunity does wane over time, it still offers substan-
tial protection against severe disease.

Globally, updated vaccines targeting newer vari-
ants are being developed, but in India, the availabil-
ity of such formulations is still limited. Current vac-

cines — primarily Covishield and Covaxin
— do still offer partial protection. At this
polnt, experts are not recommending uni-
versal re-vaccination, but those who are
elderdy, Immunocompromised, or have
underlying illnesses may benefit from a
booster in consultation with their doc-
tors and in accordance with Government
guidelines. The concept of herd immu-
nity also needs to be revisited. With the
virus evolving and immunity waning, the
population’ collective defence is not as
robust as once assumed. Hence, perlod-
ic vaccination or updated boosters may
become a seasonal norm much like the
flu shot in the future.
Should We Be Worried?
This is not a situation that calls for panic, but com-
placency Is also dangerous. The rise in cases is a
reminder that COVID-19 has not disappeared.
Instead, it's transitioning into an endemic pattern —
present in the population at lower, fluctuating lev-
els. So far, no alarming red flags have been raised.
However, given India’s large and dense population,
authorities remain cautious and are urging people

milder, especially amo el d
H I and l();l.‘? ds remain low,

it can open dooes — both literal and symbolic. And
it can lay the groundwork for integration that is
| 1

T-80
(Bmlhnl-(}wgundl‘;unnd through the l‘u?’mm]
range, have been carved through Fraglk rock with
a mix of dynamite and human grit.

Physical surveys were done on horseback, while
drones and satellite imaging provided serial sup-
port. Workers laboured through harsh winters,
sudden landslides, and the looming threat of Pak-
sponsored terrorist attacks.

Today, more than 190 km of tunnels and thou-
sands of tonnes of steel later, the line stands com-

witha majority of patients recovering at home. Those
most at risk continue to be the elderly, ‘peopk with
rid lying con-

and those with

social, and, ul

What began as a dream on drawing boards in
colonial offices has become a reality on steel rails
blending with Himalayan rock. The rail line to
Kashmir is the story of a country that refused to
be daunted by terrain, terror, or time. From
mountain shadows to sunlit stations, a new jour-
ney has begun!

(The writer is Ex CEQ & Chairman of the Ralway Board.
Views expressed are personal)

ditions such as diabetes or lung disease.

Despite the lower severity, public health experts
caution that a mild virus can still pose a threat at the
population level if it spreads unchecked. Even a small
percentage of severe cases from a large infected pop-
ulation can strain healthcare resources.

Mortality Rate and Serious Illness

As of now, the mortality rate remains low, thou
isolated deaths have been reported, often in individ-
uals with comorbidities or advanced age. Its impor-

o rt and get tested If necessary.
What Precautions Should People Take?
‘The tools to stay safe remain the same, and they are
simple but effiective: Wear a mask in crowded indoor
spaces or when visiting healthcare settings.

Wash your hands regularly and avoid touching
your face ly. Do not ignore like

fever, chest di or sh of

breath — seek medical help early. Community aware-
ness campaigns must be revived to prevent the false
sense of safety that can lead to sudden spikes.

(The writer is consuitant st CX Birka Mospitsl and is &
seasoned intemnal medione speciatat.
Views expressed ase personal)
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KEYWORD

Thirdspace: how spaces are
experienced and remade

Thi

ave you noticed how In cities,
we see places like Chinatown,
Afighan Street, or Bengali

comers? These are not the
official names of those places, but the
moment you enter them, you notice how
different they are from the formal city
around them, They are culturally vibrant
and largely built by and for communities
that don't belong to the region or country
where the city exists, Such spaces, rich
with life and meaning but unaccounted
for in maps, are best understood through
the concept of Thirdspace,

Thirdspace tells us that space is not just
something we live in; it's something that
lives in us, Shaped by emotion, identity,

, and resistance, it urges us o see
ow places such as street corners or
I:mteu sites are far more than physical
uulium ‘They are lived, remembered,
reimagined.

Thll concept was introduced by
Edward Soja in his book Thirdspace:
Journeys to Los Angeles and Other
Real-and-Imagined Places (1996), which
builds on the influential work of French
philosopher Henri Lefebvre in The
Production of Space (1974), Soja expands
Lefebyre's iden of spatial triad into what
he calls the trialectics of spatiality ~ a way
of seeing space through three interrelated

! and

‘Thirdspace,

Trialectics of spatiality
A city can be measured by its buildings or
population density, That's one kind of

fal understanding. But if you think

ut who planned the city, where

cmnln communities live, and how zoning
laws shape who belongs where, you're
entering another kind of understanding.
Finally, if you ask people how they live,
remember, or resist in those places, you
will have, yet again, a different
understanding of space.

Firstspace (the perceived physical
space) refers to the material space we can
touch, measure, and map. It includes
roads, bulldings, purks, rivers, and
railway tracks; everything you can record
with data. While it seems neutral or
objective, it is anything but, The physical
placement of slums at city margins or the
clustering of communities by religion or
caste reflects historbes of power and
inequality. Firstspace is the focus of
statistics, maps, and urban planning, And
while it tells us what is there, it doesn't
lhllylh explain why or for whom it was
bui

Secondspace (the conceived
ideological space) Is how space is
imagined and controlled by those with
power, including urban planners,
governments, and developers, This space
is created in blueprints, master plans,
zoning lws, and It

blends the physical (Firstspace) and the
imagined (Secondspace) and goes beyond
them. It's not something you can fully
map or plan, Think of a
government-assigned refugee colony,
perhaps originally called First Main
Street, where migrants lve, It was
not designed to be anything more than a
zone, But over time, It transforms
into a cultural hub - for instance, a street
market during Eid, a place of music, food,
and memory. The community itself brings
meaning to the place and transforms it,

reflects ideological visions about what
space shoukd be. For example, a city plan
may declare a neighbourhood as a
“commercial zone" or mark certain areas
as “unsafe.” These are not just

That that layering of
emotion, identity, and politics, is
‘Thirdspace.

Space and identity

technical, they reflect values, biases, and
priorities. Colonial maps, gentrification
projects, and housing segregation are all
examples of Secondspace at work,

resists easy because
ity al\nyudnmjn;. It's where everyday
lives play out in all its contradictions, It is
also where marginalised communities,
women, and migrants, assert their

Thirdspace (the lived and experienced

and resist

space) is where people actually live,
remember, resist, and build meaning. It

Thlrdlplce gains even more
significance when we add the lens of

GETTY IMAGES.

identity, particularly race, class, and
gender. Femindst thinkers like Bell Hooks,
Doreen Massey, and others have shown us

and hierarchy (Secondspace), and a site
where local customs, gender mlu
1lhcts. l"d
mcmury intersect (Thirdspace). Here,
e meet not just to conduct rituals,

it also to contest them, reinterpret
them, and forge new relationshi

However, Soja emphasises u;
contexts because cities are not only where
tensions between the three spatialities
become the most visible, it is also where
they are most resisted. Urban spaces are
sites of intense planning, regulation,
survelllance, and segregation, making
them ideal grounds to study how the
‘experience’ of space often diverges from
its physical form. Cities are also where
diverse populations collide, informal
economies thrive, and where protest and

lic culture becomes visible. These
yered realities are precisely what
Thirdspace seeks to capture,

Think of Greenwich Village in New
York, On one level, the village has an
18th-century street pattern and is

ed as o historical district, which

lmpulu strict regulations on renovation

and physical alterations (Firstspace). It is
also home to two major colleges, and
urban planners and architects could have
long imagined it as a historical and
educational hub (Secondspace). Finally,
with the presence of the Stonewall Inn,
widely recognised as the birthplace of the
LGBTQ+ rights movement, the area
carries deep emotional, symbalic, and
cultural significance. It is assoclated with
hipster culture, Pride, and histories of
resistance. (Thirdspace).

Urban theory often leans too heavily
on what can be may L What
Thirdspace brings in Is experience, It asks
urban planners to understand how space
is felt, not just designed, It values murals,
street protests, informal markets, things
that don't show up in satellite images but
define the urban experience.

Resisting non-places
To understand Thirdspace better, it helps
lm:om IlwlthurAu#‘lldmu(
p‘ " Nonplaces are the product
of mpemodernuy ~ airports, malls,
highways, and hotel rooms, These are
spaces designed for functionality and
transience. You pass through them, but
they do not become part of your identity.
There is no memory or belonging. They
feel sterile, interchangeable, ang
emotionally vacant, In an airport lounge,
no one asks your name. In a hotel lobby,
the fumiture looks identical regardless of
the hotel being in Kochi or New York,
These spaces are designed for movement,
not memory; they value efficiency over
attachment,

Soja's Thirdspace Is in many ways a
resistance to this flattening. It insists that
even in the most alienating environments,
people bring meaning. A shopping mall
m.Kch anon-place, but when local youth

r there to hang out, share music, or
pmlul miml a brand store that funds
it

how space Is gendered and politicised.
Who is allowed in public parks after dark?
Why are urban layouts often built around
male mobility and safety?

Bell Hooks speaks of the margin not as
a place of exclusion, but as a space of
resistance and imagination, Femlnlu

fves stress

unging us to see how gender, race, and
class interact within lived experience.
Thmugh this lens, Third: b

a Third: Their
presence adds friction w the flow,
subverts the design, and fills the space
with memory, identity, and sometimes,
dissent. Thus, Thirdspace not only
becomes a criique of non-places but also
presents itself as their potential antidote.

irdspace remains relevant wherever
space s lived, contested, and reimagined,
as it allows us to see beyond binaries, Ina
time of and

.::i/ to understand not just haw
space is but who is erased or
Included in that usage.

z»v.e in the urban

though Sofa focused primarily on urban
contexts, Thirdspace is not exclusive to
cities. It can be found wherever people
live, resist, and negotiate meaning. A
village square, for instance, may serve as
a physical space for gatherings
(Firstspace), a symbolic centre of tradition

mmllon. itoffers a lem(nueho« we
bel memory, and
perhaps in the most unexpected of
places. It reminds us that space is never
neutral, It is made and remade, and that
while it may be planned by the powerful,
it s lived and reshaped by the people who
live, remember and resist within it. And in
that living, there lies the possibility of
transformation.

Rebecca Rose Varghese is a freelance
Journalist,

THE DAILY QUIZ

q_

Please send in your answers to
dallyquiz@thehindu.co.in

A quiz on ICC Hall of Famers on the occasion of Dhoni’s induction this year

V.V Ramanan ~

QUESTION 4
» The inductees all receive o
QUESTION 1 special commemarative

The Hall of Fame was
Launched In 2009 in
assoclation with which

body as part of the ICC's QUESTION §

centenary year Wha are the only siblings
celebrations? 10 get this coveted

B honowr?

QUESTION 2 5

There were three Indians In QUESTION 6

the initial Intake of 55
Inductees named in the
FICA Hall of Fame, which
ran between 1999 and 2003,
One was Sunil Gavaskar
Name the other two,

3

Inductees as yet?

L
QUESTION T
QUESTION 3

Of the 11 Indians in the elite
list, two are women
cricketers, Name both,

« @

Hall of Fame?

cap. Who was the flest 1o
receive his special cap?

Apart from the atest Test
playing nations Ireland
and Afghanistan, which
other Test nation has no

As per the ICC website,
how many players have
been Inducted Into the

~

Visual question:
Name this legend, the only one from his country to
make the Hall of Fame, #iLe PHOTO

Questions and Answers to the previous day's dally quiz: 1. The number of
serles indla has won playing In England so far. Ans: Three, in 1971, 1986 and

2. India's most successiul ground in England, Ans: Lord's

3. This player has scored the most runs for India playing In England. Ans: Sachin
Tendulkar — 1,575 runs in 17 tests

4. The two batsmen to score a double hundred on English soll. Ans: Sunil
Gavaskar (221) and Rahul Dravid (217)

5. This bowler took five wickets In the very first innings in the debut test played by
India in 1932, Ans: Mohammmad Nissar

6. The only bowler to have taken 10 wickets ar more In a Test match In England.
Ans: Chetan Sharma — 10/188 in 1986

7. The only wicket keeper to effect 5 or more dismissals in an Innings, Ans: Rishabh
Pant In his very first Test match in England at Trent Bridge, Nottingham in
2018

0. The only test that these famous four cricketers pum together. Ans: Bishan

Bedi, B.S.
Three centurles by Dilip

Debnath

Is regretted,

EAS
Visual: The only non-English cricketer to score mou hundreds at Lords's. Ans:

= 103 In 1979, 157 In 1962, 126 In 1986

Early Birds: Tito Shiladitya| Tamal Biswas| Plyali Tulll Sunil Madhavan| Arjun

In the answers to the quiz published on June 9, ‘Venice' was also part of the
answer to Question 2 which was missed out In the June 10 edition. The error

FROM THE ARCHIVES

Know your
English

K. Subrahmanian
S.Upendran

“...50 what you have to do s ... Are you
Mmht:;.mTOrhmnﬂM

“Woolgathering! How can you..”

“..4f you don't know what it means.."

“..- know what it means, It means
‘daydreaming.™

“Good for you, So, were you
woolgathering?”

“1 was not woolgathering! But tell me,
what is the connection between gathering
wool and daydreaming?”

“Good question. 1 believe in the good
old days sheep farmers used to hire
women and children to gather wool."

“So they used to remove wool from the
sheep. Is that what you're saying?”

“No. These women and children used
to remove wool from trees and bushes.”

“Remave wool from trees and bushes!
You're joking, right?"

“I'm not. You see, when sheep graze
they go into bushes, rub their backs
against the trees..”

“But what is the connection..”

“...patience, my friend, When they go
into the bushes, some of the wool gets
caught in the bushes. And it was the job of
lhe women and children to collect this

"Voumcmlhcywdtomhumbuuh
to bush and from tree to tree to see if
there ways any wool stuck to the
branches?”

“That's right. And if there was any
wool, they used to gather it

“Going from one bush to another to
gather wool! What a boring job!™

“True, All you did was to move from
bush to bush, Sometimes you found wool,
sometimes you didn't, It was a pretty
monotonous job.”

"A)uh where you didn't have to think at

Exaclly! These people didn't have to
use their head at all. It didn't matter at all
if they let their minds wander.”

“And 1 suppose many of the
.vol:rﬂhm daydreamed quite a bit to

e{]pmhbly did. That's why
eﬂm is associated with

"h mnlml ume. While we are on the
subject of animals, is your boss buying the
farm that you looked at last week?"

“For some reason he did a complete
flip-flop on that*

“A flip-flop! What does it mean?"

“When you ‘“flip-flop' on something,
you completely ¢f your opinion or
belief in it. 1t's a reversal of your earlier
belief or policy.”

It sounds like something that our
politicians do very often.”

“Exactly! In many countries politicians
do Illpﬂupl on issues after hearing from
the people.

“In our country, politickins do flip-flops
lﬂer ulklru to multinationals!”

nd they become multimillionaires
:ftcr that. Here's another eumpln The
workers accused the management of

flip-lopping.*
Publlshed in The Hindu on November
12, 1996.

Word of the day

Unctuous:
unpleasantly and excessively suave or
Ingratiating In manner or speech

SynoNymSs: buttery, fulsome, oy, smarmy,
soapy

Usage: ie seemed anxious to make on impact
but nat n on unctuous way.
Pronunciation: newsth.livefunctuouspro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /anuas/, Ftves/

For feedback and suggestions for
Text & Context, please write to
letters@thehindu.co.in
With the subject ‘Text & Context'

- » «a -
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Sensitive German experiment sets new
limit on maximum neutrino mass

KATRIN closely observes the disintegration of tritium to estimate neutrino mass; it focuses on maximum energies of electrons emitted; these energies carry information on
mass value to set the latest constraint; KATRIN collected data from 36 million electrons: the experiment is the latest in a long history of similar actempts which began in 1991

Nicomal Raj

he city of Deggendorf in

Germany is about 350 km by

roud from Karlsrube, Yet when

the spectrometer of the
Karlsruhe Tritium Neutrino Experiment
(KATRIN) was constructed in Deggendorf
in 2006, it took an 8,600-km detour to
Karlsruhe. Of this, only 7 km was by land,
transported on a truck with great care
and police protection.

For the rest of its journey, it floated on
the Danube, the Black Sea, the
Mediterranean Sea, the Atlantic Ocean,
and the Rhine. Such elaborate measures
had to be taken because the spectrometer

the core instrument of the experiment
was & 200-tonne affair, making land
transport dangerous.

Why make such a massive detector?
For that is what it takes to attempt to
determine the mass of the
hardest-to-detect subatomic particle in
the universe: the neutrino. Recently, the
KATRIN collaboration published an upper
limit on the sum of the masses of the

THE GIST

The KATRIN collaboration has
published an upper limit or
the sum of the masses of the
three known neutring types
59 days of

times the

& 2x Improvement on the
previous best constraint

A neutring’s mass i 5o small
that in almost every situation
It travels nearly at the speed
of Nght. It Is this unbearable
lightness that makes th

welght difficult to pinpoint in
iment. Also,

don't understand

why neutrinos are so light
v

Physicists need to confiem if
the neutrino has o Majorana

mass of o Dirac, Mowever, &
three known neutrino types using 259 neutring is dreadfully hard to
dayy of measurements recorded across catch, Any matedal used as a

five dati-taking runs between March 2019
and June 2021,

The collaboration said that this sum
couldn’t exceed 8.8 x 107 times the heft of
the electron - a 2x improvement on the
previous best constraint, This is a
significant feat,

> y

at the speed of light, the photon, is
massless), It is this unbearable lightness
that makes thelr weight ditficult to
pinpoint in an experiment. Also,

When the spectrometer for KATRIN was constructed in Deggendorf in 2006, It took an 8,600-km detour to Karlsrubie, KATRIN COLLABORATION T LU

these energles carry information on the
mass of the neutrino, To set the latest
constraint, KATRIN collected data from
no fewer than 36 million electrons

One puzzie after another physicists don't understand why = . The experiment's feat is also the lat
Physicists are so keen to study neutrinos neutrinos are so light : in a long history of similar attempts
because since thelr discovery in 1938, 3. In the Standard Model - the current SN N t beginning in 1991 in Los Alamos in the US
these particles have confronted them best framework sclentists have to explain ! clie: and Tokyo, which set a

with one puzzle after another about the ways particles interact with each g e carly neutrino mass that was about 20-times
nature. Here are some central questions other - there is no way to theoretically srse that are weaker than the new KATRIN result.
pertaining to neutrinos” masses that drive | confer masses to neutrinos, Said KATRIN is also not the sole player in
research today. differently, neutrinos are predicted as the game. For example, observational

1. How much does a neutrino weigh?
Neutrinos come in three types. It has
been established, through a
phenomenon called particle oscillations,
that at least two types of neutrinos have
more than zero mass. It was an
experimental triumph so intricate with
profound theoretical implications that
the physicists who led the discovery
teams won the 2015 Nobel Prize for
physics for making such a seemingly
diminutive observation,

Unfortunately, particle oscillations can
only measure the differences in the
squares of the neutrino masses, not the
masses themselves.

Measuring the actual masses is more
challenging. This is what sophisticated
devices like KATRIN are designed to
attempt,

2. A neutrino's mass ks so small t
almost every situation it travels n
the speed of light (a particle that does

BIG SHOT

ILLOOBA EKMEGI

massless, in conflict with the

Nobel winning oscillation data. This
implies the presence of new, hitherto
unseen forces and particle species in new
Nature - the clearest index yet that
something lurks beyond the Standard
Model, What s that something?

4. Are neutrinos their own
antiparticles? They certainly fit the bill,
The antiparticle of a particle type carries
opposite charge, so the first criterion for
a self-conjugate particle ks that it must be
electrically neutral ~ which neutrinos
are. As far as physicists can tell, it's also
an elementary particle, This is unlike,
sy, & neutron, which is electrically
neutral but composed of charged quarks,
As antiquarks are distinct from quarks,
an antineutron is distinct from a neutron.

To seal the deal, physicists need to
confirm a third requirement: whether the
neutrino has a Majorana mass or a Dirac
mass. These terms refer to the

mechanism by which a neutrino gets its
mass: if it follows the Majorana process,
then a neutrino would be confirmed to be
its own antiparticle. To settle this,
physicists are looking for a very delicate
natural process called neutrinoless
double beta decay: one way that it can
occur requires two neutrinos to mutually
annihilate themselves.

However, a neutrino is dreadfully hard
to catch, Any material used as a detector
would be nearly transparent to it, It
takes, for instance, a light year's length of
metal to stop a single neutrino emitted by
the sun. Such elusiveness is why the
neutring took so long to be discovered.

A significant achievement

KATRIN itself closely observes the
disintegration of molecular tritium to
estimate the neutrino mass. In particular,
it focuses on the maximum energies of
electrons emitted when tritium decays;

cosmologists use the fact that neutrinos
are key actors in shaping the structure of
galaxies to set a tighter upper limit on the
sum of the neutrino masses at 1.4 x 107
times the electron mass, This lmit,
however, relies on assumptions about the
evolution of the early universe that are
hard to test, weakening the validity of the
conclusions drawn,

Another kind of experiment that can
make a statement on neutrino masses
makes use of the neutrinoless double beta
decay - but this experiment also assumes
neutrinos are self-conjugate at the outset

The KATRIN result, on the other hand,
is robust because it rides on no such
assumptions, That is a significant
achievement to savour in the face of an
opponent as formidable as the neutrino.

(Nirmal Raj is an assistant professor of
theoretical physics at the Centre for High
Eneryy Physics in the Indian Institute of
Science, Bengaluru. nraj@fisc.ac.in)
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Q: What is the
origin of
gravity?
A: For along
time, people
wondered what
makes the
planets go around the sun and
why anything thrown up comes
down, The English scientist Isaac
Newton probed the origins of
this mysterious force and came

up with the laws of gravitation
According to these laws, which
we would have learnt in school,
the force acting between two
objects depends on their masses
and the distance between them

The mathematics of the laws
suggested that the origin of

detector would be nearly

transparent to it Such

elusiveness s why it

long to discover

Gravity Is & property of spacetime, JOKNSON
MASTINUNSPLASH

gravity was the object itself. That
y virtue of its own mass any
object may have an influence on

causes objects to move one way or another,
Instead, the presence of energy and
momentum in a region of spacetime has the
effect of deforming spacetime there (like when
you lay your head on a pillow). Objects moving
there may seem to have been deflected from
their straight path by a force, This is gravity.
First published on August 29, 1996; updated

another (massive) object. But in
his final analysis Newton
concluded that massive bodies
gravitated at all because god
had deemed it so. It w until

Albert Einstein published his today.
general theory of relativity that
scientists acquired a clearer
picture of gravity's origins. »“
According to this theory,
gravity is a property of space and For feedback and suggestions
time taken together (to be exact, for ‘Science’, please write to
e of four-dimensional spacetime) sclence@thehindu.co.in

Archeologists Murat Turktekd (L) and Denlz San with a 5,000-year-old plece of Kulluoba bread found in Eskisehir pravince in Turkey and being exhibited at a museum on May 23,
2025. Since May 22, the local municipality has been reproducing It using the original recipe and plans to revive cultivation of ancient wheat, which is better sulted to drought. arr
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It isn't technically a force that
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The city needs long-term solutions to its
transportation needs

T he railways have proposed automatic shid-

ing doors with ventilation louvres in all
Mumbai suburban trains by next year in
response to the Mumbra train tragedy on Mon-
day - four people died and mlriyld:-mothen

The hazards of going global on India-Pakistan issues

peration Sindoor and subsequent
events thereafter have, once again,
hmllww lhe fuu!lly ul blluenl and

differences between India and Plldmn An
entangled web of frozen ideas has enveloped the
situation making it impaossible to separate the
different strands. The developments following the
Second World War and the evolution of the Cold
War have also impacted heavily on the situation.
Thus, any initlative, however sincere and logical it
m:ybe wlllbehnnpendbylheuinhl

were Injured. Sliding doors could
force people inside and prevent foothoard travel,
a factor in the accident. They could ensure that
passengers do not get down at unscheduled stops
and put themselves in danger of being mowed
down by passing trains, The proposed vestibules
connecting the coaches may also help to evenly
distribute the crowds. As in Japan, each station
may then need a few enforcers who could shove
the crowds in so that the doors could shut and
the trains move. While footboard travel is indeed
a dangerous safety issue, it is only an outcome of
the dangerous overcrowding in Mumbai trains,
For vast numbers of le, the trains offer the
least expensive travel option. Not too long ago,
the dangers nlumuvwdl resulted in the infa
mous stampede at the Elphlmu;me Road station
bridge in 2017 Multiple deaths are common
along the three arteries that are the lifelines of
Mumbai - the Central, Harbour and Western rail-
way lines, Many are hit by trains while crossing
tracks instead of using roads or bridges. While
rail safety is an immediate issue that needs to be
addressed, ll is also time cit Iudeu z neer in-
b P trains,

Mumbal's trains have been seen u nn inevita-
ble part of the extreme ublmlu\km that the city
and d by But

lhl.‘y are simply not humane modes of transport,
‘The suburban train system has undergone little
change over the decades though the city has
boosted its roads and enabled more vehicular
traffic. Two-wheelers that were a rarity a few de-
cades ago are now common. While the Metro
promises to decongest the city to an extent, these
services price out the lower clisses. Bus services
could be enhanced for routes connecting shorter
distances. Along with doubling efforts to change

the structuring of the city from a north-south net-
work with commuter movements dkumi by

the United Nations and
other international bodies, not to speak of
Pakistan's stubborn position that Kashmir is the
core issue, It is for this reason that Pakistan finds
the smok of and

relating to Jammu and Kashmir (J&K), terrorism,
self-determination, non-proliferation and
peaceful settlement of disputes spread over the
last 70 years or more,

For instance, in the briefing given to India's
seven teams of special envoys sent out to various
countries after Operation Sindoor, the very first
paoint they were asked to assert was that J&K s an
integral part of India. Most countries, particularly
those which do not follow developments closely,
would look up the literature and the UN maps
and find that there is an inscription on UN maps
depicting the India-Pakistan border,
in the region of J&K. The inscription says, “Dotted
line represents lmxmwly the Line of Control
in Jammu and Kashmir agreed upon by India and
Pakistan, The final status of Jammu and Kashmir
has not yet been agreed upon by the parties.”
Sometimes, there is a more general disclaimer
regarding boundaries on the map such as: “the
boundaries and names shown and the
designations used on this map do not imply
official endorsement or acceptance by the United
Nations." Therefore, most countries would not
make a commitment on the question of borders,
At best, they would tell us that a bilateral
solution, as «Mupd in the Simla Agreement,
would be desiral

India's stand on terror

Equally complex is India’s position on terrorism.
More than 30 years ago, India introduced in the
UN Gunfrll Auembhy a drnﬁ ﬁn

whlch was dhmhnd asan an’nIduln move in

-
A
L. Sceenbvisun

Is & former
Ambassador of India,
‘who has specialised
in multilatersl
diplomacy. He is the
anly Indian diplomat
who has served at the
Ambassadorial kevel
at the United Nations.
in New York, Vienna
and Nairobi and
headed the UN
Division in the
Ministry of

External Mairs

Several
controversial
concepts in the
United Natlons
can weaken
India’s push to
fight terror
belng fostered
across s
borders

which others were not interested. A one man
department against terrorism in Vienna was
nothing more than a research post. It did not
even define terrorism because of the dictum that
one man's terrorist is another man's freedom
fighter. The support that India had given to
fighters in Africa and Sri Lanka was pointed out
as an example of the difficulty in defining
terrorism. The only thing that the UN could do
was to keep the definition of terrorism as vague
as possible.

“The shocking events of 9/11 (2001) brought
terrorism, which was considered to be confined
to West Asia and South Aska, centre stage in the
United States and Europe and it appeared that
decisive action would be taken to deal with the

conducive to terrorism, and the need to prevent
and counter violent extremism. In these
circumstances, it will be hard for India to get a
clear endorsement of its actions against
terrarism. India does bring up terrorist attacks to
the Security Council, but the Counter Terrorism
Committee has not taken a clear position on the
it of nations to treat a terrorist attack as an act
war - the new doctrine advanced by India.
ceasefire along the Line of Control (LoC)
and India's restraint in crossing the LoC even in
canflict situations are the other factors which are
likely to come into play in any discussion in the
Security Council or other international fora on
India's strategic strikes, India’s special envoys
may have faced these questions in discussions

that are primarily centred around the various
resolutions, Under these all member-states are
obliged to take various economic and security
measures to prevent the commission of terrorist

menace globally. But after hectic activity in the even with friendly countries,
E:Inkﬂ and legal bodies of the UN to finalise
inding laws, the focus shifted to U.S. military ‘The issue of hyphenation
action in Afghanistan, which resulted in the When India took the lssue of Pakistan's invasion
ouster of the Taliban government, The war in of Kashmir to the UN, it was a case of
Afghanistan was meant to root out terrorism, but | aggression which should have considered
after decades of conflict, the U.S, fled the country, umhr Chapter VI of the Crunzr But as it
leaving the Taliban in power. d , the issue was di d under Article
Vion Pacific Settlement of Disputes.

The UN's approach Cunlu;umdy several extraneous ideas were
The UN Security Council has established several in the agenda. leading to western

! to combat | terrorism, countries hyphenating India and Pakistan on

every issue, When Pakistan and India u‘qulm!

acts. The Counter-Terrorism C; of the
Security Councl was authorised to monitor the
implementation of the overall plan. As for action
against terrorists, this can be covered under
Article 51 of the UN Charter, which the

nuclear weap Kashmir was il

nuclear hot spot. India has a non-first use

doctrine, while l.’alrhlm I to multiply its
! mil i~

itary
India has an established position that any
bilateral discussion would only be on terrorism
and lhe status of Pakistan Occupled Kashmir.
Th dipl at the bilateral level or

inherent right of self defence if an armed attack
occurs against s member-state, h the
application of this right in the case of terrorist
attacks is complicated, it can provide a basis for a
state to take action against terrorist groups that
have attacked it. India’s position about surgical
strikes on terrorist infrastructure will be judged
as to whether u;:h action is proportionate m';l:n
fance with & et 1 4

The Security Council's approach to
mmmmmﬂam recognises that it mqulm- n

wwhole-of-

clety”
mpemlmmnrlghumdthcmlcdi-wlt
' of acdressing the eondit

>

muldlmnl level is unlikely to be effective.
Pakistan will continue to internationalise the
Kashmir issue, but India should refrain from
secking international intervention or support,
The reports of the special en will indicate, if
anything, that such efforts are futile, given the
history of the evolution of “the India-Pakistan
question” in the Security Council.
India hn nothing to gain by raising ity
lly as its has got
gled in several pts in the
UN. India's only option is to ensure its security by
appropriate military xtkm as lon; as l"ukhun
its policy of infl d cuts
on India to gain Indian mrlmry

times, planners shoukd
tran: ~ a cheaper and possibly more eco-
fri mode of transport to a city bound by the
sea. Broadly though, suchas
the one in luru, fire accidents in

arcas, and train tragedies such as the Mumhll
one unl{khlﬁlum how unprepared India is to
handle t! of urt

India’s legal bridge is one of reciprocity,

not roadblocks

and the n May this year, the Bar Council of India (BCD contention is that the m|u h.ve been introduced | are -ubj«wd toﬂaum\l state-specific,
thrust to overturn the engagement of the vast ma- implemented the Bar Council of India Rules 48 & surprise move, regimes, The
Jority of the people with agriculture. for Registration and Regulation of Foreign period for ad)uumeru. !Mmby placing US, firms | reciprocity requirement under the rules,
Lawyers and Foreign Law Firms in India and professionals at a disadvantage. Finally, it is subjecting the U.S. counterparts to similar
mmd md (hereinafter ‘rules’). While many within the legal angued that the rules could adversely impact gulatory P merely establish
profession lauded the rules, a few law firms based U.S. India bilateral trade and legal engagement, as | equivalence. Sixth, rule 4(h), which mandates a
Pro-Europe liberals and E.’l!!""' in the United States have volced strong Shivang Tripathi they may discourage Indian corporations from certificate of ‘good standing at the bar', has been
~ - objections, calling the rules a “nonrade barrer” | (o Lol undertaking transactions involving U.S. laws, flagged by U 5. lllkeholdm as problematic,
conservatives are at war and a “deliberate move to exclude or freeze out” | Follow at the Faculty | oWing to a dearth of Itpl professionals whoare | owing to its d
hen Donald Tusk's diverse coalition U.S. law firms from engaging with the Indian legal | of Law, Banaras skilled in U.S, laws. this limitation stems from the U.S. mgul-uty
w came to power in Poland in 2023, ecosystem. Mindu University, and cannot be buted to the BCI or
ending the eightyear rule of the However, such criticism reflects a limited Varanasi Are check India.
right-wing Law and Justice Party (PiS), the vete- appreciation of the statutory mandate of the BCI First, the BCI is not a lruk body, but a statutory Noubly rule 6 of cha?:r 111 allows for
ran centrist promised “to chase away the dark- and an inadequate undenstanding of India’s body to ds of p P BCIto vuﬂfy such
ness”, Two years on, with the Tusk g pret gulatory k g " cnnduamdulqmndthlnumudkpl dentials hol lly and on a by
still struggling to deliver on key reforms, Polish its legal affairs, On the contrary, the rules strike a professionals across India. Second, basis, lhmhy ensuring an m:unmochlm
voters have elected a conservative backed by PIS buhnm by facilitating the emry of foreign constitutionally and technically, the practice of subject to an adh
as the country’s next I dent. Karol { p and l‘mm upholdlﬂ; law cannot form part of a trade agreement, as it is ethical and professional standards. Sﬂtmh the
a 42year-old historian and former boxer with lit- P ds and shaiwal Satyarthi governed under Entries 77 and 78 of the Union ulnmem to disclose the nature and the extent
tle political experience, won the ]un' 1 pnuldm interests of uukcholdm within the lndlm Ieg-l List, unlike entries dealing with trade and | work does not dilute client
tial run-off with 50,89% votes, i I8 & Prolessor at the commerce under the Seventh Schedule of the lity, as the objective is to obtain
the liberal Mayor of Warsaw, Rafal Trzaskowski, Faculty of Law, Constitution of India. Second, In Bar of Indian mnl ln[ormukm about the legal work or
who secured 49.11%. Mr. Nawrockl, endorsed by The criticism University of Delhi Throwgh Its President Jasbir Singh Malik vs | transaction. This ensures that the activities of
Donald Trump and his MAGA movement, pre- First, it is contended that the rules create a DK, Gandhi (2024), it was held that it was a foreign Iepl professionals remain within the
sented himself as an outsider populist, and pro- ‘non-tariff trade barrier’ by imposing procedural contract of personal service, thereby segregal P of legal practice in India.
mised a ‘Poland first' approach that echoed restrictions on U.S.-based law firms and legal it from trade and business practices, Third, India
Trumplan rhetoric. During its rule (2015-23), the professionals, thereby attempting to ‘freeze out’ recently chose not to include legal services inthe | There has been debate and discussion
PIS had implemented sweeping reforms that their entry into the Indian legal landscape. United Kln;lom -India Free Trlde Mmmm. Filuﬂy the criticism rqmd(n; lack of
were aimed at tightening its control over state in- Second, it is nllqu that the interests of the U.S. despite facing signify fons or a period before the
stitutions and media, and recasting the Polish so- were overlooked durl u‘g)ohll It This reflects India’s consisten ition that legal openﬁmnlhalhn of the rules holds no ground.
chety along its ideological lines, It curbed abor- preceding the framing of the rules, making it services require a distinct framework. Debates and discussion have been ongoing for
tion rights, overhauled education and filled the difficult for U.S. law firms and professionals to Fourth, the impugned rules do not bar foreign | over two decades, encompassing expert
Judiciary with party loyalists, often clashing with comply with the stipulated mandates. Third, the y law firms and practitioners but liberalise the committee reports, global consultations, and key
the European Union. Mr. Tusk attempted to roll requirement to disclose details such as the Criticism of the lndhrn legal ecosystem, albeit in a structured and | judicial decisions such as Lawyers Collective vs Bar
back some of these measures, but met wlth ‘nature of legal work' and ‘client identity” is said ‘Bar Council of manner, For instance, Rules 3 and 4 Council of India (2009) and Bar Council of India vs
strong from the to conflict with the American Bar Assoclation lndla Rules for p«mll forelgn law firms to operate in India, AK. Balajt 2018) which have collectively laid the
Andrzej Duda, also a PIS ally. As Iqlllmve lnﬂnm (ABA) Model Rules on client confid | fon and subject to registration and compliance with foundation for the present regulatory framework,
derdled Mr Tusk’s reform agenda, Mr. N-wmcld Fourth, the regulations governing fly4n, ﬂy out Rmulalkm of ethical and professional conditions. Further, the Far from being a barrier, the rules aim to
i public the have been crhkhtd for being P Law fly4n, fly-out model, under the to rule create a cooperative bridge liberalising the Indian
miu. establishment and Brussels, L i with the of ""-me AWYETS | 301), allows temporary visits, Lo an legal Ilnd-:npe In a mnnnd manner, while
While Paland's presidency is largely ceremo- they impose duration based, dlxlulum«h-nd and Forelgn aggregate stay not exceeding 60 days within a WP writy, client
nial, Mr. Nawrocki’s victory could significantly restrictions not similarly applied to Indian Law Firms In 12zmonth period. Fifth, Indian legal ) fidentiality, and upholding the vital !
impact its politics, First, the President can veto counterparts operating in the US. Fifth, the India’ Is unfair lack universal access to the US, hu[-ymm and of reciprocity and ethical bil
laws passed by Pariament or send them to the
constitutional court, now packed with 8 ap:
pointed by the PIS government, In a post-election LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
rally, Mr. Nawrocki said the Tusk government was
trying to achieve a mmpc;l}' of power and Eleven years in office economic front. The doubt that under Prime in the media, politics and There need to be checks children and youngsters
vowed to prevent it, in a sign of what is to come. The description of the 11 government has Minister Narendra Modi, the | public perception, Mr. Musk | before serials are aired. increasingly being exposed
As the government does not have the thmmhs years of rule under the Modi | conveniently forgotten its NDA-led government has does the same, albeit inthe | With most serials occupying | to online content of an
majority in Parki o override as a “golden* promise to create two crore | scored high in tech and innovation spaces. | prime time, there is explicit nature. Young minds
vetoes, Mr, Tusk could face further gridlock. Se- cnod is mere rhetorical jobs every year. The blatant | development. In almost By straying into politics, he | characterisation that shows | are bound to be corrupted,
cond, Mr. Nawrocki's victory Is a morale boost for ﬂourm' (Inside pages, “Modi | misuse of central agencies every sector, the set up a wild ego clash. women in a bad light. Even | with their behaviour,
Poland’s Eurosceptic right and may strengthen provided a responsible and to target political achievements are Given this innate fragility, killings are justified in the academic performance and
the alliance between the populist ble govt.: Nadda", has le and inspiring. At | the 'bond’ could sustain . TV serfals reach one's emotional well-being being
across the Atlantic. Despite his campaign rhetoric June 10). Catch-phrases, the government's public the same time, it is a pity only so long as mutual ome directly and are severely affected. Moral
to oppose Ukraine joining NATO, he is unlikely to acronyms and alliterations image. that the fire in Manipur is benefit was seen to accrue. watched by the young and values are on the decline
change Poland's foreign policy core - be it its pol- have been liberally used to The step-motherly being allowed to bum. R. Narayanan, the old. The impact on and students are losing
itical and security allfance with the West or its op- construct and sell the treatment of mm engine™ | N. Mahadevan, Navi Mumbat people needs to be focus. We risk a future of
position to Russia. But on social and economic narrative of “good vernments and Chennal examined. growing crime and violence.
policies, he is likely to follow the PIS's right-wing governance”. The Modi avouritism towards Television today cannot the script Why are governments silent
conservatism, Third, the election result could ex- government has changed “"double engine” Afallout Gone are the days when writers think of plots that about the widespread
acerbate Internal tensions within Mr. Tusk’s ideo- the political complexion of governments have shown Donald Trump and Elon television serials had good motivate and inspire every availability of undesirable
logically broad coalition which threaten to re- the country and has erased | the central government's Musk are alpha value-based content, which | group of people? apps?
duce Mr. Tusk to being a lame duck Prime the fine line between inability to rise above party personalities, with could be watched by the Balasubramaniam Pavan, Dr. Arunachalam,
Minister. All this points to a turbulent phase for democracy and politics, transactional world views entire family 'Open page’ - | Secunderabad Nagercoil, Tamd Nadu
Poland, where a politically polarised and soctally majoritarianism, Rising 6. David and individual ambitions, *Tyranny of soaps", June 8). Tetters emalied o
deed nation braces for a pmlongxd : of war unem and Maruthancode, Tamil Nadu and who demand control These days, serials are scary [ The shadow of apps lettersgthehindu.co.in
the p ascen: inflation reflect its over their narratives, While [ to watch, with most being Online exploitation and must carry the postal address
dant populist wmrrvmvu. performance on the There is absolutely no Mr. Trump seeks dominance | aired for several months, abuse are on the rise, with and the full name.
] .
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