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Delhi & Colombo in sync;
but Chennai view differs

he Prime Minister could not have asked for more from his visit to

'Colombo. The warmth of the reception and the conferring of the high-

est civilian honour may have been just a reflection now of strength-

ening ties but what was significant was the Sri Lankan president
emphasising once again that his country would not allow anything that
would put India's security at risk.

1‘t|e prospect of enlnncing Mhleul tles, E rticularly in defence and energy

tors, had fore this meeting as Sri Lanka's
pncldenl Anura Disnnn)nke had made New Delhi his first pit stop after
being elected. And Modi's Colombo outreach after the Sri Lankan president
had vmred Beljing may have helped Sri Lanka keep its pragmatic balance
between the two powers.

It may be somewhat incongruous that India's ties with countries with
which it shares a land border are more strained than with Sri Lanka. But,
giw.-n!helm of Sri Lanka's ethnic conflict when the ties were marked by

icion and distrust for decades despite India’s unwise stationing of v.he
Peace Keeping Force on the island, the nation’s regimes

matically after the post-Covid economic crisis and India has found a meud

fi eful coexistence without tensions.

What tends t0  Eyen so, the view from New Delhi that has posi-

spoil the view from tively restored the Sri Lankan relationship after

Chennal is that being a true friend in need and Chennai where

there is no end in 57t forees not

sight to the fisher- nent ar the hands of the Sri Lankan Navy but

men's ISsue also believe it is possible to ask for retransfer of

because the Indian tﬂh‘e‘ Bléamhnth&;": i:;: that Mrs Indira Gandhi
away in the 1970s.

':"mml m" The anye Minister may seem preoccupied with

9 up celebrating an ancient poet's contribution to the

fishing in Sri Tamil Im;ﬂ:ape and even fixated in his political

Lankan waters. vision of his party making its presence felt in the

southern state, as emphasised in his visit to

mmdh's first vertical lift sea bridge near Rameswaram and praying to

What tends to spoil the view from Chennai is that there is no end in si;
the fishermen's 1ssue — to which ownership of the largely uninhal ned
Katchatheevu territory is inextricably woven — because the Indian fisher-
men refuse to give up hing or bottom fishing in Sri Lankan waters and
too nnen get augh: 10 be hauled umlore northern Sri Lankan courts.
Maodi placed on record how 3,700 Indian fishermen, including 600 last year,
were brought back safely from Sri Lanka, with some rescued from the death
ty. Getting them back is owed to Delhi's diplomacy, even so, the fester-
roblem lends a distinet south- nurlgemnpecuve on the issue of Sri
Lan as viewed from Chennai and New
It was remarkable that the Sri lanhn Tamils voted overwhelmingly last
year in favour of Dissanayake to about a change from the time of the
Chinn»l’!xat Rajapaksas. What Fb jod1 and foreign minister Jaishankar
have been unable to achieve, however, is to blish a bilateral

BLoop
BAH...

Will Thai, Lankan outreach

counter Chma & US

that would work on a lasting solunnn well beyond the efforts taken to convert
‘Tamil Nadu's fishermen to deep sea fishing.

‘Tamil Nadu Mmlnnmg on problgm and pasllng an Auemhly resolu-
tion on the Modi to take pot-
|hnu at Tamll lmden wllh an lrnverenl refereme to the hnguny.- in which

ile M m o nhn‘;l l:eh“ lll';‘e ﬂgwmlnm will :nmsug::‘e to
rankle as the state leans on ing the princi nent against
the ruling forces on various mu:‘tﬁven ﬂln‘e‘n, New Delhi % the cred-
it for restoring ties with Sri Lanka to the happy state they are in today.

AICC in Guj: Cong sends signal

wo years before the elections to the Gujarat Assembly, the Congress is
g}ng bnc(l:( to one ar( its orlgiml strungholdx 0 hold a mzelmg of the

ONEress vof
Mahatma Gandhi's presidentship ol the party and the 75th year of mz
Constitution.

While the official party has made its usual statement about the meet —
come up with a bottom-up plan to energise the cadre at the grassroots level
- sperate hf’uulu;!r generation has unusually made its expectations
public. Sachin Pilot who verily represents this section has talked of a “gen-
erational shift” within the y, with young leaders stepping in.

It is not that the grand old party is ignorant of the fruits of generational
shift and democratic practices, but it has been deeply entrenched in its own
practu:es that n ukn a revolution of sorts if it were to make a shift in its

The party is so identified with the ordinary Indian that

ite l uru-s uf failures, the party flag still flutters in wvenl ces, and

ulp t is the best example. It is not because the national leas

done mme!mng extr: nary there; the party survives basically beca

section of the ordinary lndum finds it the most comfortable political for-
mation to be associate

The BJP has its Hlndulva lqemh for everyone to see and its elecmral sue-
cesses are thanks to its and t. The
Congress, on the other hand, has not yet firmed up its approach tomecom
munal angle the nation’s polity has taken. It sometimes plays hot and cold
with the secular core of its larger polmcl.l identity. The party must have
underlmod nm lu followers would be comfortable when it remains a secu-

peddling soft Hlndut\l. the results of the Kamnmkn
Anembl d xhe mu Lnk Sabha elections must have thrown uj
mA? do well to Mme l!l Enmnn nrmhieund nruculnte it

t hni pmducad several ‘P:acﬂcnl Cungrm ticlans, Mahatma
Gandhi and Sardar Vallabhbhai | included. The bad meet may
help the party pick some lessons from those llustrious leaders.
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Ni Maore extensive talks
followed with Thai leaders,
and later the Sri Lankans,
the bilateral visit to
on A&ﬂ 56. This
happened as President
Donald Trump imposed tar-
iffs, of varying intensity, on
all nations trading with the
United States.

‘The group has five mem-
bers of the South Asian
Association for
Cooperation (Saare) and two
from the Assoclation of

politi
explol the Sino-Ind
B
i
d{n':'x’zuy pmcmm mg
mnuenm Snnlhrly 'he

Minister in August last year
uxu:l the pnllm:nl churn,
mael af the
mlmrmu members of
the Awami League. Mr
Yunus instead visited China
and on return, provocative-
ly, invited it to utilise its
geopolit advantageous

g
2
£
1

lotzum Although  Sri
President Anura
KI.I!I‘III'I Dissanay made
his first visit abroad to
India, his puw s Marxist

orientation and the Sinhala-

Buddhist rhetoric raised
India’s concerns. It natice-

ably mmm well in
of MIE
nmnwnplksa
His jon followed lhz
mass

the IMF"s bailout terms, For
India, the main concern was
how it hhnm relations

The April 56 m “Lanka
visit thus had several objec-
tives. A serles of memoran-
da of understanding (MOUs)

were signed, cov the
sharing of Mhﬂ?ﬁm}

lic infrastructure experi-
zpmme Mem:m health and
medicine as well as pharma-
munu.l; upgradalm of

ad into a trilateral project by
fnv the UAE.

Two elements stand
out. One, India's wooing of
the Indian Origin Tamils
(10Ts). Prime Minister Modi
‘canspicuously met their del-
egates. of President
Dissanayake's reticence on

situa

by hed
Chinese tourists.

Ram Navami. The Seetha
“mm .
spot wl wan had sup-
posedly detained Sita, is to
receive assistance. Prime
Minister Modi's flight hame
canspicuously overflew the
ItheanehlmdmIn
Palk Straits believed
hythehkhmmhenm
nants of the Ram-

MWmduBJPu!nmgvm

Fxmﬁ'ntmcdeﬁ
unl'hmﬁ

this, Mr Modi
mld ohelnme at
Anuradhapura's Buddhist
mmmmeml and temples,
hulnd the

PM visl Budd)lll(
ples and holy sites. He m
(ﬂ)clal—le\!lhlksvmh‘ﬂm
Prime Minister Paetongtarm
Shinawatra. On the side-
lines he met her father,
Thaksin Shinawatra, who
decades in extle due to

"s?

by China and the G-7 minus
the US, Suh»reg)mal and
like

regional
Blmm.\lun,manbe
memndhghhdudnmw

Hmvu the domestic pal-
itics of India's
aften throw up political
forces distrustful of India.
The Chinese role becomes
tmpomnt if it can over-
pnnnom over
lndnsllkely rise and focus
instead on the immediate
threat from US actions?

India- ;E(nnmar ThlbYHDd
stalled
b} (:MX war in Myannu.r

with the mili-

as Gujrat-based relics of
Gautam Buddha are to be
lent for display in Sri Lanka,
Thailand will help establish
the National Maritime

at Lothal,

they fill the void left by
diminished Chinese

tourists.

Bimstec's Bangkok Vision
2000, adapted on 4 ks
its future pm.h ’resideﬁ
Dmlld‘n'um bl tariff

onslaught w all mem-
bers, but particularly
Hangladesh s g gar

l:ml( nf ll|l‘lll u deln
Onee again, Chi

itate or md:rmm itas my
east-west connectivity

across
the Ching-centric projects
under its Belt and Road

Initiative (BRI).
Mr Medi's interaction
with Myanmar's 2n-

lenges, espec after lhe
devastat uake, for
which India has rushed

Myanmar's

tion in its immedi-

e nelghbourhood. M

Modi's visit was an attempt
irection.

The writer is a former sec-

retary in the external

affairs ministry. He tweets
af @am|

CHRISTIANS NEXT?

The increasing use of reli-
gion to further political inter-
ests is getting dangerous.
But political parties have no
compunction about doing so
as long as it serves their pur-
pose; no matter how much
damage it causes the
nation’s social fabric. The
condition of countries like
Iran, Afghanistan and Sri
Lanka should serve as an
example and warning about
what could happen to us
too. After the passage of the
Waaqf Bill in Parliament, there
are ominous signs that the
next to be targeted will be
the Christian lands. The next
big battlefield will be West
Bengal. The political class is
not bothered about anything
except winning elections. It
is up to the people not to
get caught in these political
battles in the name of reli-

gion,
Anthony Henriques
Mumbai

NAVEEN'S U-TURN

THE SHIFTING stand of the BJD
over Wagf Bill has led to disquiet
within the party. While the BJD had
been vocal in its opposition to the con-
tentious law, the party took a last-
minute call to not issue a whip and
leave vodm on it m lndlvbdunl party
MPs in the Rajya Sabha. Protest

against the party's denlu:m BJD MP
Debashish Samantaray abstained
in the Upper House.
D minority cell meeting
in Sepmmber mn Nnv&n Pmmlk

said the
qu! Bill. Wh¥ In hz uill lrylng to
appease the

Sankar Paunl
Chakdaha, West Bengal

SUBMERGED IT CITY

on social media platforms, netizens
slammed the suthorities for poor

ue to the rainfall was Tavarekere
Main Road, which got blocked due to
the wate ! the rainfall

Subramaniam
Bengaluru

ar Patel
escalates and he has no h'. he does not
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Trade wars are
not easy to end:
Will US damage
itself & world?
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THE IDEAS PAGE

il e S e

incomplete social justice

Reservation in private universities is long overdue. Legal, constitutional
mechanisms are available — what's needed is political will

DESHKAAL
BY YOGENDRA YADAV

TION IN PRIVATE and
leges i time had come long
ago. if there was any doubt about its legality.
that dispute too was resolved by the
Supreme Court more than a decade ago. Itis
anidea thatenjoys the backing of the largest
opposition party. True, in the last instance,
you cannot stop an idea whose time has
come. The trouble is that we live our lives in
the instances before the last one, the inter-
mediate space in which the deep state can
delay, defer and dodge any idea. This idea
needs political will. Now.

Is that political will in the offing? Last
week, Jairam Ramesh, Congress general
secretary in-charge of communication, is-
sued a statement. On the face of it, the state-
ment is merely to “reiterate” Congress's
long-standing demand for reservation for
SC, ST and OBC candidates in private edu-
cational institutions. It recalls that in 2005,
the Constitution was amended to extend
reservation to private educational institu-
tions, that its legality was upheld in 2014,
and that this promise was a part of
Congress's manifesto in 2024 and has been
backed by a parliamentary committee. Yet
the timing of the statement was pregnant
with political possibilities.

We do not know if this statement fore-
shadows the resolution of the Ahmedabad
session of the AICC, We do not know how the
ruling dispensation would respond to this
demand if Congress presses for it. But one
thing is sure: We are in for another round of
debate on reservation and social justice,

The case for extending reservation to pri-
vate higher educational institutions (or

from and the collapse of public higher edu-
cation. We are witnessing the mast
enal rise in the number of PHEISs. From 2015
to 2024 the numlx-m{ private universities
from 276 to 523. Private universities ac-
26 per cent of in
2021-22. That ratio was more lop-sided at
the college level: Private unaided colleges ac-
count for about 45 per cent of the total stu-
dents. The public colleges and universities
that the socially disadvantaged communi-
ties flock to are overcrowded and under-
staffed, starved of even the minimum funds.
These are increasingly sites for “time pass™
that cannot offer knowdedge, slalls or jobs. In
contrast, private colleges and

have the desirable classroom size, decent to
obscene infrastructure and their pay pack-

PHEL, which include *state private universi-
ties" and private ", be-
sides aided and unaided private tnlleps] is
straightforward. Higher education is a pow-
erful mechanism for what scholars call “ef-
fectively maintained inequality”. Just as his-

(D“le“'! and universities, the institutions
they can access are being evacuated of edu-
cational quality and employment opportu-
nities, The “happening site” — the upper end
of higher education — is being eﬁemve}y

per-class and npper—caste elite. If we are to
of

ages now attract the best faculty.
Thec i tof these shifts
is ive divide in social act

tional opportunities. As Satish Deshpande
puts it: “There is something illusory about
the widening of access to( higher education)
that allows the older elites to maintain their
lead — or 'sodal distance’ — in (higher edu-
cation) despite the entry of non-elites.”
The profile of the private HEls needs no
guessing. They do not follow any reservation,
except of course the unstated reservation for
the rich. The latest All India Survey of Higher
Education data for 2021-22 shows that up-

retain even a to
the constitutional guarantee of equality of
ity th inte thic i

P
main by extending the existing policy of
reservation for SCs, STs and OBCs to private
colleges and universities,

We are witnessing two largbscile and

I

around 20 per cent of the
country’s population) are well over 60 per
cent of private university students. Here is

per-caste

The profile of the private

CR Sastumar

Sadly, for all its lovely pronouncements, the
new National Education Policy has little to
remedy this situation. No matter what the
letterof.
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“Unfortunately, the Pakistani ge

In‘ i intai dio sill

ce

and appears clucless on how to proceed and mg.lgr the American authorities in
order ll)g\l some concessions for our ('xponm

A politics past
its sell-by date

With Raj Thackeray's agitation against
non-Marathi speakers falling flat,
aquestion mark hangs over MNS's future

GirisH KUBER

it p
in the rising middle class. So while, on the
one hand, Thackeray Sr brought the
lumpen element into the party, on the
other hand, he won over mild-mannered
middle-class men and women on a large
scale. The Sthaniya Lokadhikar Samiti
helped lakhs of Marathi youth by helping
thzm prepare for job openings in large or-

asAir india, Reserve Bank

WHY WAS RAJ Thackeray's recent agita-
tlun. inwhich heulkd on his panywntk

Of India, Mahindra and Mahindra and
many more. Bal Thackeray used his politi-
cal clout to “convince” business leaders and

state to
speak Mamhn a complete non-starter?
Why did it barely resonate with the

brand of politics, this latest misadventure
also raises a larger important question: Is
this the end of the sons-of-the-soil propo-
sition in Maharashtra?

Before delving into this how-
ever. the situation calls for a comment on
the younger Thackeray and his hit-and-run
style of politics. Raj’s political outfit, the

harashtra Navnirman Sena (MNS) will

to recruit from the ranks of
the Samiti. For years, the Samiti was
Mumbai's de facto Employment Exchange.
This fact about Bal Thackeray, little-known
outside Mumbai, can explain the initial
goodwill his party eamed.

While Raj tried aping the militant style
of hi the ShivSena, he fail

create his own version of the Sthaniya
Lokadhikar Samiti. This failure has
severely restricted Raj and his party from
reaching out to the Marathi middle class,
whi:h is looking for a meaningful role, not

just peiting stones and slapping helpless
migrants. Besides, even al\-r nearly 20

decades of next
year. It |n|mlly received an overwhelming
e A me! e its foun-

dation, in its maiden election in 2009, the
MNS sent 13 MLAs to the 288-member

edu-
cation have been the de-facto education pol-
wyofmutwmryfurseveraldendesnm

Theonly way of correc
litical action. The core of such an action
should, of course, be the of

and Raj was the
new staron the state’s political horizon. But
Jjust 15 years later, in the 2024 assembly
elections, the party drew zero. This spec-

°
of the party. Add to this the fact that the
party swings between Marathi pride and
Hindutva. Having started on the right note,
Raj lost his way, and jumped onto the
Hindutva bandwagon. From being a bitter
critic of Narendra Modi and his politics, the

tacular decline not anly sin-

italso putsa ques
¥

y
rk on his party's longevity.

public educational institutions — more
better governance, Flluu of regular

Treading in the footsteps of his mentor,
Bal Thackeray. Raj founded the MNS with

faculty vacancies,
updated syllabi and so on. At the same time,
this must be supplemented with a mandate
to private institutions to follow the national
policy of reservation for SCs, STs and OBCs.

tooffer i _

ified ion of students. i

HEISs needs no g 2
They do not follow any
reservation, except of course
the unstated reservation for
the rich. The latest All India
Survey of Higher Education
data for 2021-22 shows that
upper-caste Hindus (around
20 per cent of the country's
population) are well over 60
per cent of private university
students, Here is the social
group-wise breakdown of

Siate d ’
universities: SCs were just 6.8 per cent (cur-
rent population share about 17 per cent), STs
3.6 per cent [pcpulmamumgpﬂml).

tor. Flrsl thereis a
historic wave, in seeking higher education,
mainly driven by the belated entry of com-

ing. Satish D:s;l;unde summarised this
trend: nawmnm-mamzom MIQ.
the number of

OBCs 24.9 per cent
50 per cent) and Muslims 3.8 per cent (pap-
ulation around 15 per cent ). Needless to say,
the picture would be even more skewed in
the case of elite private universities and the
sought-after courses in thcsﬂr\smnnuns

Teased al- IFwe
most five-and-a- halnmeund total enrol- mpare inpub-
halftimes, lic sector h required to fol-

ment has shot up il

‘whille the Gross Enmlmem Ratio (GER) has

low reservation, the difference is obvious:
14.6 per cent SCs, 6 per cent STs, and 31.2 per

in private (state
private and deemed private)
universities: SCs were just
6.8 per cent (current
population share about 17
per cent), STs 3.6 per cent
(population around 9 per
cent), OBCs 249 per cent
(population between 45-50
per cent) and Muslims 3.8
per cent (population around
15 per cent). Needless to say,
the picture would be even

legally Jairam

Ramesh’
question. In 2005, the 93rd Amendment to
the Constitution introduced Article 15(5) that
allowed the state to make “arty special provi-
sion” for the advancement of SCs, STs or
SEBCs (the legal name for OBCs) which re-
lates to “admission to educational institu-
tions including private educational institu-
tions, whether aided unlulkd byme state.
other

tions”. The enabling prwmon was used by
Parliament to pass the Central Educational

it agenda: To protect the “sons
d the sol]‘fmm “outsiders". For Thackeray
Se, when he founded the Shiv Sena in the
1960s, south Indians — referred to as
“Madrasis” — epitomised the “outsiders”,
seen as stealing jobs from Marathi youth.
By the time Raj, who was as much of a
maverick as his uncle, set up his outfit in
2006, the “Madrasis" were replaced by
“bhaiyyas™. If in the 1960s, anyone who
came from the south of the Kaveri was
dubbed a “Madrasi", after 2000, mry
north Indian in Mumbai was consi

MNS chi aHind
— 50 much so, that he started presenting
himself in full saffron and his party sought
to brand him as Marathi Hindu Hriday
Samrat (Marathi Hindu heartthrobyicon).
The BJP wasted no time in welcoming this
necconvert into its fold, although it never
aligned with him officially, This painted the
MNS as the B-team of the BJP, damaging
Raj's reputation. Neither did the new love
for Hindutva deliver any electoral divi-
dends. Having thus failed, Raj may find that
he has little space today in either the over-

of linguistic regional pol'ilics,
This brings us to the question about
whether the decline of the MNS means

“bhaiyya". Unlike south Indians back then,
who were accused of grabbing office jobs
~ like that of stenographers and typists etc
— the “bhaiyyas" primarily keep the
wheels of the much-vaunted service sec-
tor running, working as drivers, running
laundries and

and mnh Indians were hapless targets.

2006 to provide for reservation for OBCs, but
onlyi | i The

between the two parties,
hmvcvenmds here.

Supreme Court (Ashok Kumar Thakur vs
Unian of india, 2008) upheld this reservation
for state-run and state-aided i

gh Bal Thackeray agitated
against south Indians in Mumbai, he also
undertook mﬂstmctlve activities, such as
the Sthaniy: ikar Samiti

keeping the issue of unaided private institu-
. st 1

solved, first by a two-judge bench (IMA vs
Union of india, 2011) and then a five-judge
bench(Pramati Educational and Cultural Trust
vs Union of india, 2014) that upheld reserva-
So,there

is no begal hitch any more.
mmmssumlhepolnmlw

(a body to preserve !he ngins nllo(als)
which trained Mah youth to

the end of * f-th 1" politics in
Maharashtra. The answer is no.
Maharashtra is waiting for a truly com-
mitted regional party and a leader who
can go beyond eye-catching, headline-
grabbing agitations and help locals stay
relevant in a highly competitive economy.
Having realised this, Raj was compelled to
halt his latest agitation midway. Not only
had it failed to earn any sympathy, it also
alarmed the state machinery, as it threat-
ened Maharashtra’s already fragile invest-
ment climate. Chief Minister Devendra
Fadnavis appeared in no mood to let Raj
upset his applecart. It also triggered a se-
vere backlash from Maharashtrians who
of these violent theatrics,

make them employable. Led by loyal Sena
men like the late Sudhir Joshi and Pramod
Nawalkar, the Sthaniya Lokadhikar Samiti
was to the Shiv Sena what the RSSis to the
BJPtoday. it not only helped the party grow,

Thus, the agitation ended with a whim-
per, one that signals Raj Thackeray's con-
tinuing political dide.

The writer s editor, Loksatta

‘would addressa poll
of social justice. Bringing Dalit, Adivasi and
pichhada mgﬂl\er on the same pl.nfurm

could al

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

gnmupbgwoand+hallum Then_le S | pol-
§ Lscsr onlcwmm @ .mf:; qmg%nux:snmm:r;::d:m; more skewed in the case of itics of social justice.
groups — . 0BC and Muslims — case slims (4.1 per cent n Fiew apive onralt
‘women within each of these groups. enjoy reservmon For all m limitations, elite PEVAGE BIEVERE RN .and The writer is member, Swaraj India, and
That for Jot; the sought-after courses in national convenor of Bharat Jodo Abhiyman.
the second phenomenon: The elite exodus Hem:e lhe need for lhe state to np in. these institutions. Views are personal
Stars, lov C, second chances
From Aamir Khan to NTR, how superstars navigate relationships in public eye
BHAWANA SOMAAYA
AT A PRE-EVE birthday meet hosted by  taken the mediaor th cheered him. Haasan didn’t say a word; he  mascot. This was unacce| toNTR's chil-

Aamir Khan, the actor-filmmaker introduced
the paparazzi to his new girlfriend Gauri
Spratt, Khan

huthhawvahd&dme r's decisions.

My mind winds back to the 1980s. City:

Madras (now Chennai). Superstar Kamal
i thy

merely folded his hands and the crowd re-

dren by his first wife, and his son-in-law N

sponded applause. Ch Naidu led the revolt against
A decade later, another i mo-  him.NT i arvathy
ment, another superstar. Year,  till his last btum szlam the intense lmt

Haasan, was

for almost 25 years and in a relationship for
overayear; that
elling to Bangalore to spend quality time
with his beloved and that both their families
are supportive of the relatio

Thas happened on March 13 at a five-star
hotel in Mumbai. | was not present for the

was too shocked to disguise its exciternent.
Nobody present in the room had the slight-
est inkling of what was coming, not the PR
agency hired by Khan, nor

in love with Boll actor Sarika. Their
love story made headlines in two cities.
Con hocked ds

clared that she was pregnant with Haasan's
baby. For some time, the actors were os-
tracised by their peer groups but show busi-

1993, City: Hyderabad. Superstar NT Rama
Rao [NTR), the Telugu Desam Party (TDP)
founder and former Andhra Pradesh chief
minister, around 70at that time, had lost his
first wifie, Basvatarakam, to cancer. Then, out

During her second trimester, Sarika de-
cided to shift base from Mumbai to Chennai
and since Haasan and she were not officially
married as yet, they had no home and Sarika

the rest of her ata

ager. Khan joked that the media never got
wind of his secret because he was super dis-
creet. | feel they didn't smell the scoop be-
cause the current crop is reared on press re-
leases, which is why, when Khan

five-star hotel, For six months, she was re-
stricted to her room and did not venture out
until it was time to rush to the hospital. Their
ﬁmhomshmnl.vlaldmu Larrived

them to lower their cameras and shut off
their mobiles, all of them obliged.
Time has proved that areign-

sdeﬂ!mwalgakforhunmblesxm

Ihm Gopal V:mu in 2019,
Back to Mumbai and Aamir Khan in
202; Show business i in Bollywood is pnln

INDIA'S OPPORTUNITY

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘The
counter strike'(IE, April 7). In the global
trade war between the world's two
largest economies, India's export-
driven sectors may face significant

TEACHING AI RIGHT

THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘Al future
starts in schools’ (IE, April 5).
Introducing artificial intelligence and
its applications to school students isin-
deed a timely idea. However, address-

As global

due to increased tariffs and economic
uncertainty, India’s exports risk losing

ing the prepara-
tory stage is essential to ensure
meamnglul learning. Smdcnls musl

and enc
market access challenges. However,
with multinational companies increas-
ingly seelmgtndmmfysupply chams

vices. llhtsmmphmes F.qulry impor~
tant is the training of teachers — not
only in the subject matter butin teach-

away from China risk,
has a chance to position |Isell asa
favourable alternative manufacturing
hub under the *Make in India” initia-
tive. Could this be an opportunity
emerging from a crisis?

Vijal Pant, Hempur

REGIONAL PRIORITIES
THIS REFERS TO the editorial, Reaching

out'(IE, April 7). Beijing's growing influ-
ence in the Indian Ocean Region has

Whe
Khan made his debut in films in 1988, h:

New Dﬂhi to engage more

comprehend the concepts effectively.
Without this, there is a risk that stu-
dents might misuse the knowledge.

Y G Chouksey, Mune

NEED DIALOGUE

THIS REFERS TO the article, Malice to-
ward muslims’ (IE, April 6). The recent
passage of the Wagf Bill has sparked
protests that extend beyond the con-
tents of the legislation. While the gov-
ernment maintains that the Bill pro-

of the blue, another woman, almost half his has  motes and fair
age,L i Par ,acollege lecturerand  was forced to keep his marriage to Reena Sri Lanka. Colombo, in the of waqf the
author from a small town in Guntur district,  Datta a secret as it would affect hi ek i to walk a dipl deeper issue lies in the widening trust
came into his life. Parvathy had separated ' When he found love again with Kiran Rao tightrope. India responded swiftlydur-  gap between the Muslim community
from her first husband. NTR and Parvathy  in 2005, the actor was more forthcoming, ingits economic crisis in 2022. Theon-  and the state. As seen with the
met in 1991 for an interview and love blos-  Khan is perhaps the only two-time happily lisationof adebt Cil Act protests,
somed, in a secret marriage in  divorced actor | know in my career as a film agreement is intended to signal that  the backlash stems not only from legal
1992, In 1993, at a film event in Tirupati, an  journalist. Unlike the South superstars, who India, unlike China, seeks more thana  concerns but also from a growing sense
emotionally chirged NTR publicly an- vmr |solattdbytheuhmlls. Khan's chil- transactional relationship — mutual  of alienation. No nation can prosper if
(whowas f his lat- trust and goodwill remain central to  its second-largest religious community
byhlssldt)andaslnedthuudlmﬂwhad estdeasmn and Gaun is almadyap\mo( Delhi's Therecentre-  feels persistently targeted or unheard.
done anything wrong. There was a brief si-  his family and festivities. lease of several Indian fishermen will  The government must take the initia-
lence, and then came a deafening "No" from So, on that note, all | can say is congratu- also help ease maritime tensions. tive to hold sincere dialogue.
the large gath lations, begum jaan. SS Paul, Chakdaha Sanjay Chopra, Mohall

deity Afew

ing superstar undergoing an upheaval has

little one to his fans. Thcywm Jjubilant and

In 1994, when the NTR-led TDP returned
to power, Lakshmi was crowned as his lucky

The writer is a senior journatist
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BECAUSE THE TRUTH INVOLVES US ALL

READING THE FALL

Sharp decline in markets underlines this: Ina world without
fair trade rules, India needs to be better prepared
Wmm:wemmdaﬂwpwtnd!mdmmde
The
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‘WOoRrDLY WISE
THE STOCK MARKET IS A DEVICE FOR
TRANSFERRING MONEY FROM THE IMPATIENT TO

THE PATIENT.

— WARREN BUFFETT

Congress needs to speak to...

... the Hindu in the room. Its waffling on the majority

distorts and weakens its engagement with the minority

VANDITA MISHRA

IN THE END, the passing of the Waqf
(Amendment) Bill 2025 was about hard
power and cold numbers. The Narendra
Modi government has thrust “reform” upon
the administration of charitable endow-
ments by the Muslim minority — because
it can. And so, the text of the bill cleared by

by a context 11 years in the making — of
Muslim insecurities stoked by their being
at the receiving end of the citizenship act,

warthatis — Nifty 50 and Sensex
—camknnmmanz.’sp«cmnhhmwmmmnay msulhenml
mlurhslyur" Indi cue from the rket:
towards the end of last week; USnwhnlnnuvnSGmllbnmvalueuunksmmelel
onmnrsdaymdmdaymwm i
1225(of Japan di almost 8 call.drTMD((ulTi'lwan)
fell 9.7 per cent, the | Jlost 13
lheSSEl' i ck d u-..7percem.mdme

Asticle 370, mum:«?pp._sme. spectresaf

)

British FTSE 100, French CAC 40 and the broader STOXXG00 — all were trading at losses

the street, halespeech

The issaying!

of around 5 per cent even as the futures market in the US suggests further
across S&P 500, Dow Jones Industrial Averages, Nasdaq 100 as well as Russell 2000,
At one level, the reason is pretty ward: The massive of global
lude!hanblnvh!muhwrdammmnln‘pummunﬂsomhmdmemid
by US President Donald Trump. Tariffs —
mcos!swnhmnn increase in ion or
st as they dent demand and rai
The indirect effects in terms of the disruption of well-established and efficient global
supply chains is far less understood but possibly, in effect, even more damaging But the
pmhhnwnml‘mmpsnnﬂ!umlmwdmmnmm lxaknpemmmlhﬂrle-
inthe US) their willthe LS Congress,
US President ith the rest
nf!k!mﬂdhndﬂ!'efkmm&(lmmmmpmymmudmdenaﬂm
billions of dollars towards new factories in the US just based on tariffs that lack legisla-
uwbichruomeUSCnlgr!ssleeullMullnmumesuhmnmumﬂ!de-

Assuch, they

gality Y

ment of such as China Union,

‘There are two ways in which Indian is fall. One, as just a tem-
porary blipand i y especially since Ind
kets Soon, tariffs will be wi d Two.as
ammshﬁmgnhﬂu&whﬂ!musmslnnna!dimlyuav&wmmaﬂ
opened the door Inaworkd
without fair trade rul i ak

LISTEN TO THE MINISTER

thatc gest minority, it will
act or turn a blind eye at will, while the
Muslims are cast in the role of passive tar-
get or passive beneficiary, the “labharthi”,
Missing in the BJPs high-minded talk on
waqf reform, ostensibly to bring trans-
parency and address deprivations of poor
Muslims, was the voice of the B"sdirectly
elected Muslim MP. Because — it is neces-
sary to state the obvious — the BJP does not
have a Muslim Lok Sabha MP.

At the same time, during the discussions
on the Bill in the two Houses. it seemed,
for a brief while, that some voices were
also being recovered, a few silences were
also being filled.

For one, after a long while, Parliament
hosted the big debate instead of being by-
passed by it. After long, too, the Opposition
spoke up and took a clear position on an is-
sue that concerns the minority.

As it heads into an important AKCC ses-
sion in Ahmedabad this week, however,
India's main Opposition party, Congress,
needs to ask itself this question: Does the
strong and clear position it took against the
Wagf Bill — even though it had a conspicu-
ous hole in it, with Leader of Opposition
Rahul Gandhi, who has taken on the man-
tle of the ideological agenda settes-in-chief

It is not possible to rewind
to an earlier time, when the
BJP hadn't yet made its way
up, one Hindu mobilisation
after another, making it its
platform’s hard core and
adding layers to it of other
appeals. As past experience
has shown, unless Congress
finds the words to speak to
Hindus, two things will
continue to happen — in the

consolidation that, it calculates, will only
favour the BP?

There is another question here: For all
its claims to secularism, is Congress
afraid/evasive/silent on Muslims because,
11 years after the coming to power of the
Modi-BJP, it has not yet found a language,
of confidence and conviction, to talk to vot-

Instead, by all accounts, in a BJP-domi-
ity, C the

voter by a variety of pessimistic and minc-
ing strategies.

By painting pictures of impending or al-
ready-here doom and apocalypse on the
watch of the BJP — Constitution-in-danger,
fne-and—laiulmmm-dan'r democ-

ers as Hindu?

In other words, in times of BJP domi-
nance, does Congress hesitate to say
“Muslim" because it has not found a way to
say "Hindu™?

In the national political mainstream,
Mandal made it possible, and inescapable,
to address caste groups by calling them by
their name. But has Congress still to come to
terms with the transformations both cap-
tured and unleashed, simultaneously, by
the politics of Mandir?

Of course, there is a fundamental differ-

litics,

and their respective fallouts and conse-

quences, The backward caste groups that

were acknowledged and mobilised after
| were, and are, the dis-

hndhm. which ammpu to mechanically,
state by different state, add up the
Opposition arithmetic to take on the BJP's
arithmetic plus chemistry,

By sidestepping voters' religious iden-
tity with appeals to their caste, or by going
opportunistically hyper-local, and by
talking, largely as a way to change the
subject and mostly inconsistently, about
price rise and corruption, unemployment
and

Orbyaddmunuhlmmmonm
set by the BJP — that is, through a surrepti-
tious me-too, soft Hindutva palitics, which
lets a “secular” party play to the “commu-
nal® gallery, and does not explicitly or

refute its ing, con-

privileged majority. On the other hand, the
I]P‘s Mandir pnlhin anempu to unite a

nority, by lndunnl and deepening in the
former a sense of siege.

In principle, and in pnmct. however,
Mandal politics also needed to be rescued
from asude mmwmnm —“social

gealed us-versus-them binaries.

It is not possible to rewind to an earlier
time, when the BJP hadn't yet made its way
up, one Hindu mobilisation after another,
making it its platform's hard core and
adding layers to it of other appeals,

As past experience has shown, unless
Congress fmds lhc words to spuk 0

" became the that
prevents, or ought to prevent, the politics
of caste from descending into casteist
politics. Now, a rescue of another kind
needs to be attemnpted, A larger rubric is
needed to take the dominant majoritarian

Hindus,

-m!heﬁmld&yundrnmnﬂmm
campaign, the BJP will pull out its brahmas-
tra of Hindu-in-danger rhetoric, and
Congress, for the whole campaign, will
maintain a coy silence on minority issues
becausc it kars (he BJP's brahmastra will

iy.
Yes, in principle, the majority in a
-rﬂ_pcmy is not a fixed Iﬂﬂlll:h(h ithas

admit.

politics and reframe it — into one that ac-
religious identity but resists a the
free fall into communalism in a multi-reli-
gious democracy.
That rubric or plural-

ism, It could be that, now, with the memo-

tedly, the Congress addressing Hindu vot-
ers carries a risk of ceding even more space
than it already has to the BJP.

But if it wants Indian politics not to re-
main frozen where it is now, and if minor-

are to get their due — not just
an nnnguond&Wml Bill - India’s main

party does not have the option
olcvdn‘gd!hxdunudp_dmcs It can-

inthe room,

vanditamishre@expressindie.com

on caste, choosing not to speak on it — mean ﬁl:‘:].‘h)" and !‘W“l:’f:‘; ries of Partition fading, a generation of vot-
Piyush Goyal's comments on startups in India are a sobering x;fﬂ;m’.ﬁ:x’; f:ﬂ':ﬂm :_m';":l'l‘(::’: o e J 02 corming of age afie Cule pnk oo
reality check. Innovation ecosystem needs to be wider, deeper uw.:m the m;remmem attempts to deny of Hindilindangae chetock thetime has come to ot be spooked by the
"m'l » and
) VIEW UNION Commerce Minister Piyush Goyal's remarks, drawing a dis- prh i " ; and  and Congress, for the whole | tacleet ox escapeints mp'::
nd i esandsilences  campaign, will maintain a functory s} iy 0 chve
(hina, h is While that have so far defined its secularism — coy silence on minority This may be the moment for a pnlmcal
e h of thestartup unk g issues because it fears the proj
verse, that 'y note of cau- Muslms'uvelmlechnuupnlmrdmm 9y o ul:ssbudemdbygl\nmam\emn.nal
tion They are areality check for thich . native,and which sees the raising of Muslim BJPs brahmastra will and imagined. and so that it turns its face
nuns ofindia lnc P q_m —but akn the which has Issues as riddled with dangers of Hindu consolidate the majority. to the future, and situates the Hindu in it
nllmmtmmmmmlnhmmmm offered an array
Butit { the start-
upmxmhemmebﬁ;wnpam Hlptmuﬂ?nuunmnunnwo are more
the Chinese compa-

nies ﬂulmdommaumu!ghlnl headlines are involved mcumn;ea' lugh—!d\ e
search. They -
tors like SVD (automobiles ), TikTok (social media) and Shein (hsr fashion). China's
launch of i
developed at a fraction of the budget that many thought was needed.
India spends just 0.64 per cent of GDP on research and development, considerably
Mrﬂnnmmlbjchlm(ul p«cem)andmtusuﬂperm\l).&;\nl)ywmy-

SURVIVAL OF THE KINDEST

Led by women, business world is becoming more empathetic

MUKESH AMBANI

ing the pr 364 per
pamdmnpelmtmh:&ufmmamﬁpermmmmuS.Asuran.Chimx-
counted for almost 70 per cent of Al patents as per the Stanford University's Al Index
kponmimd»wmwannmlledlmmmmmm 73 times more
manmrus.lnsm-m drives suchin-

ation — s s adrﬂhdhl'n-rhm.mdunry doesmte(umlndn
atthesc Thereis al: by

of capital. m long development nmelmes in deep tech require patient capml What

CONGRATULATIONS ON PUTTING women's
entrepreneurship at the forefront. In appre-
clating women's entrepreneurship, | have
to give credit to Isha (Ambani Piramal) and
Neeta (Ambani), In the last decade, they
have opened up my mind,

We are now celebrating women entre-
preneurs as newsmakers. There will be a

needs to be done to ensure that the country has access to such capital or is the kind of
. e . Ay
ugh

mx?Mnut:r(‘ayar
pmesmhhsmmmhouns—bm;:mmmum

WEB, UNRAVELLED

List of most visited sites in 2025 is a reminder of the promise of
the internet — and its disappointments

VER 60 PER i (around 5.5 billi le) i
) And el lore, the sies they are v
by I ictable. the top 10 mast
in2025 incl ines (Google, Yahoo), so-

cial media platforms (Meta's offerings, X, Reddit) and, unsurprisingly, ChatGPT, India
broadly follows the global pattern, with WhatsApp high up on the list. Inﬂrxmmnﬂy

not
only for lhmu\aunnu but fonhucom—
tries and for civilisation as a whole. So, one
day, | hope we celebrate them as history-
makers. To just give you (some) perspec-
tive: We have been involved in industry for
a long time, and industry is moving from
hardware to software. Intelligence is at the
forefront of everything we do, | know most
of the women that have won the award to-
day - and | admire all of them, What they
said on the panel is that we are moving to-
wards a more compassionate, a more lov-
ing, and a more empathy-filled woeld,
Isha always tells me that it is not the sur-
vival of the fittest, it is really the survival of

We are now celebrating
women ﬂ“ll"ll’fﬂﬂu’! as
newsmakers, There willbe a
time when they will be
history-makers, not only for
their industries but for their
countries and for civilisation
as a whole. So, one day, 1
hope we celebrate them as
history-makers,

the kindest, That is the impact she has on

me. She gr; my Now, |am giv-

ing you all the meat, So, when we have

meetings together, | have to look at her.

Shell say, “Dad, this is a D.” I'l say, “What
Roges X

e

trepreneurship is coming to the fore and all
nrusbdwvemn

o all the other winners, | have alw:yt ad-

peopklhavndmmnuvsvam(l(da).l
ips. Forus,

youtalk

So,inasense, |
of all the meetings we do together, There
are many silent initiatives that Isha has be-
gun in Reliance Industries — not only in re-
wlhnnthempnawhnlz ~which she

wehaw;aﬂ!hlmnmumsvwmom
women entrepreneurs with hes

(Here's a note to enmpuneurs) You
win in the mind, as alwa; 't mat-

is behind, and we' Its of that
ina few years, | hope,

Fundamentally, we are fortunate at
Reliance that we are giving women leaders

space very much at the forefront, As the
founder, Imwrytuppyﬂulwehmdme
it. Most of our big includi

ter are, The that
you win the mind. | beheve inwhat Zia
Mody has said: You just have to go forit. You
will never succeed in the first attempt, Keep
atit. You will ultimately win.

Ambani is oh di

ling
our hospital ln Mumbai whxh we are all
very proud of — were built by Neeta and are

of Reliance Industries Limited., This articleis

run by a woman leader. Our is
run by a woman leader. NMACC (Nita
Mukesh Ambani Cultural Centre) has an all-
women team. In a sense, yes, women's en-

an edited excerpt of his remarks at The
Express for
(Express AWE 2025) held on April 5. His
daughter, Isha Ambani Firamal, is among
the recipients

drylistof: thereis
Mwnhaspennpsmtlmdwmmpum

mdmﬂnplthnagdll\ew«ww&m before “misinformation” became a

yof ity and even agency — the inter-

netpmuedlobrukdownlmﬂn& would have and dis-

tance ceased to be a hindrance to communication. A person in the remotest village in

South Asia could, theoretically, access lectures fram the best physicists in Europe. And a

: h rioiangry

G

g he thirst for a5
nection, was just. And 2025 list — search
engines, LLMs that answer d ings.

But i The lack that la-
sity has become ble from truth, bad faith the sincere. Social
media, in particular, —thec St i op-

timised for engagement, seem to divide people as often as they connect them. And the
Almvdumnunrtwlhamamﬂ!ﬁnno{wmkmmdcmvw Despite

the pall, though, Youc:
fan if you look hard enough.

APRIL 8,1985, FORTY YEARS AGO

TALKS IN Assam

THOUGH HOPES HAVE been raised, the
Union Home Secretary, R D Pradhan, is re-

portedly not expected to make any specific
pmpnﬂldurin:yﬂumﬂermundnfnls
aimed at resolving the foreign nationals is-
sue, Pradhan, who arrived in Guwahati for a
two-day visit, met leaders of the All Assam

Alull Dal boycullzd the Cabinet panel on

missiles in Europe. Speaking to the
Pravda, Mr

Ci ist Party
Gorb stated that the moratorium

the vnmol political and nnn—pulmcal or-
ions, as w!ll as Ircy re-

would last until November, during which

from the Akali Dal, BJP, Janata Party, CP1, or
CPI(M) met with the committee, which
hﬂni submissions from delegates repre-

Students’ Union (AASU). Heis

to meet the newly-formed All Assam
Swdents Elected Representatives Linion .
BoycorT CONTINUES

FIVE OPPOSITION PARTIES, including the

ng Patiala and Sangrur districts,

MIisSILE PAUSE

SOVIET COMMUNIST PARIV leader Mikhail
$Go

time the Soviet Union would also suspend
other latory in X

GOLD SMUGGLING
ROBERT LENDI, ASwssmunvans

appre-
ls at Delhi Almnn

10

smuggle
Mvﬂlﬂdamrkﬁl Ialm.lmdt.awelb

haned into b

rbachev
the deployment of medlum—ung nuclear

~— withina specnl!y
dts’gnzd belt.

www.
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NILESH SHAH

Why have the markets crashed?

The market fears that President Donald
Trump's unfolding tasiff war will create
stagfation in the US and lower growth in the
rest of the workd Lower growth means lower
profit, in the near- and medium-terms, hence
the need for a reset

What is the outlook going forward?

President Trump is rightfully aiming for a
lower fiscal and current account deficit in the
LS, and stabilising the debt-tw-GDFP ratio,

President Bill Clinton did the same thing
during his tenure (1993-2001) by reducing
the US government employee base by
400,000-plus, cutting wasteful expenses,
and turning the US into a fiscal-surplus
country. But his approach was consultative,
and not in-your-face.

President Trump is trying the same with
alot of unpredictability, ln an all-out tariff
war, everyone will be a loser, as the 1828
and 1930 episodes of US mass tasiff history
have showed

The US econormy is two-thirds consumgp
tion, Almost half of household financial
wealth isin the stock market. A fall in the eq
uity market could impact consumption
through a negative wealth effect

I Wall Street experiences pain for long
enough, the way interconnected feedback
Joops in the moderm financial system work
it Is inevitable that the pain on Main Street
will be a matter of time

We hope that Presicent Trumgp has used
the shock and awe treatment to bring people
to the negotiating table, and will work out
deals to avosd catastrophic consequences,

‘What should investors do during this fall
In the markets?

Follow the dharma of asset allocation, We
are an oasis in the desert. However, there isa
fierce sandstorm blowing in the desert, We
can'tbe immune to it Once the storm is over
people will come to the oasis.

Large-caps are fairly valued, Mid- and
small-caps are still a little expensive com:
pared to historical averages. Keep newtral al
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Markets tanking, what should you do?

STOCK MARKETS CRASH AROUND THE WORLD
Three of India's top fund managers tell Sandeep Singh that while India cannot be immune to the crisis in stock markets around the world,

its economy remains resilient and still retains momentum. Their advice: keep a 3-year investment horizon, put in money in large caps in staggered

fashion, and avoid small- and mid-caps. Edited excerpts from interviews.

India an oasis in desert,

but can’t be immune to

sandstorm; follow asset
allocation dharma

78,583.81
4 FEBRUARY 2029

7707344

20 JANUARY 2025

SENSEX SINCE TRUMP'S

INAUGURATION

Since Donald Trump bes

75,939.21
14 FEBRUARY 2025

73,198.10
28 FEBRUARY 2025

me US President for a second time on January

20, global markets have been extremely volatile

Retail investors must hold on to large-cap
investments, perhaps even add exposure

What's driving the fall in markets
around the world?

This correction is largely driven by global
Factors, it woulkd be incorrect to attribute it to
domestic developments — nothing has ma-
terially changed in India to warrant this kind
of market reaction.

The current market volatility is a re
sponse to ghobal economic cancerns, partic
ularty the imposition of tariffs by the Donald
Trump administration

Markets have Eallen not just in India but
acrons the world, There are widespread wor
ries about the global economic outlook

1t's not just that the rest of the world is
suffering due to US-imposed tariffs - US
markets are down as well. Their own econ
omy is also beginning to feel the impact of
these actions,

S0, do you expect a rollback or

reconsideration of the tariffs?

From an economic standpoint, it would
make complete sense to revisit the tariffs
not just for the rest of the world, but also for
the US itsell

However, since the original decision to
impose taritTs lacked strong economic justi
fication, expecting a reversal purely on eco
nomic logic may not be realisti

What is the outlook for Indian markets
now?

| wouldn't want to speculate on the
short-term outlook since there is bound to
be volatility,

That said, the domestic economy contin
ues to be healthy. Even if exports weaken
due toglobal headwinds, a supportive mon
etary policy and resilient domestic demand
could help cushion the impact

India's economy still has momentum,
While some sectors with greater exposure to
the global economy will likely feel the pres
sure, the overall outlook for the domestic
€CONOMY remains constructive,

What does this mean for equity
valuations?

We believe large-cap stocks are at rea
sonably good valuations and look attractive
at current levels,

However, our concerns around small

The 1997 ethics codew

AJOY SINHA KARPURAM

NEWDELHILAPRIL 7

IN A FULL court meeting on April 1, all 31
Judges of the Supreme Court, including the
Chief Justice of India, decided to publicly de
clare their assets.

This comes on the heels of the discovery
of wads of currency notes at the residence of
former Delhi High Court judge Justice
Yashwant Varma last month, an unprece.
dented incident which raised significant
questions regarding corruption in India's
higher judiciary, Justice Vanma has since been
transfered to the Allababad High Court

Unilike government officials and politicians,
SC judges are not bound to make information
about their assets and Habilities public. That
sandd, they have in the past resobved to do so.

The recent decision is essentially a reit
eration of the ‘Restatement of Values of
Judicial Life’, a code of ethics that the judick
ary adopted in another full court meeting in
1997, This document continues to inform
conversations on how judges should conduct

themselves while performing official duties.

The 1997 code

Through the code, the SC attempted to
create a framework for institutional account
ability on multiple issues. It is essentially a
numbered, non exhaustive list of 16 entries,
which spell out values that jidges must up-
hold as well as pitfalls they must avoid,

According to the code, judges must

W Avold actions that “erode” the public's
faith inthe higher judiclary, “Justice must not
merely be done but it must also be seen to
be done”;

W Not contest elections or hold office in
clubs, socleties, and associations;

W Avoid close assoclation with “individ
wal members of the Bar" and If any immedi
ate or close Gamily members are members of
the Bar, they must not appear before the
Judge in court or be associated with any case
or “cause” she is dealing with;

W Practice “a degree of aloofness consis
tent with the dignity of his office” that is, be
impartial by maintaining distance from the
case before her;

cap stocks are independent of this global
event. Even before this correction, we had
reservations about the valuations and the
fundamental strength of some small- and
mid-cap business models, We continue to
remain cautious there.

What should retail investors do in this
environment?

Retail investors should certainly hold on
to thedr investments in karge caps — and we
would even recommend adding exposure
atthese levels,

On the other hand, we haven't been
comfortable with mid- and small-caps for
some time now, so we wouldn't advise
adding positions there.

Any changes to your portfolio
positioning, especially in the business
cycle fund?

Inour Business Cycle Fund, we continue
o maintain a skew towards domestic cycl
cals — and we are quite comfortable with
that positioning. These include sectors like
automobiles, financials, industrials, and cap
Ital goods, If the domestic economy remains
strong, these sectors are well-placed to de-
liver reasonable retums,

Anish Tawakley is Co-CIO Equity, ICICI
Prudential AMC
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location to equity as an asset class with a
large-cap bias, Keep cash to buy in the cor

rection, but don't be in a hurry to deploy.
Systematic Transfer Plan (STP) s preferred
aver lump sum.

How big Is the threat of recession, and
will it hurt India?

The theeat of recession is real for India,

We can't ignore it on the assumption
that we are a domestic-driven economy.
Between goods and services trade — im
ports as well as exports — and remittances
we have a high linkage with the global
economy. If the engine of the global growth
train via the US slows down or stops, it will
have consequences for India’s growth rate
inFY 26,

Butwe will be impacted less than many
of our peers as our monetary policy is eas
ing, and we have fiscal space to spend if
there is a need,

Are there any positives to the current
situation?

Al dark clouds have a sitver lining, India
has been hit with a lower tanf! rate than many
of its peers, An all-out tariff war will be bad
for the American consumer and the LIS econ.
oy, as well as for other countries,

Assurmdng that the Wall Street pain flows
to Main Street and puts a break on the cur
rent all-out tarifY war, India will have an op
portunity to capture LIS markets from peers
n segments like textiles, footwear, toys, con
sumer durables, etc

We can bridge the trade deficit with in
creased imports of energy and defence
equipment from the US.

A roliback of tariffs can happen through
bilateral negotiations or domestic compul
sions of the US from higher inflation and
lower growth,

Nilesh Shah is Managing Director of Katak
Mahdndra Asset Management Company Lid

Indian markets should do well over 3-yr
horizon, invest in staggered manner

PRASHANT JAIN

Why have the markets fallen?

Globally there is a concern around
President Donald Trump's tariffwar, which
has resulted in panic

LS yiekds have fallen sharply, the dollar
has weakened, and odl prices have fallen.
Ecuuity rrarkets around the world are wit
nessing a sharp dechine, and since there &
panic, there will be some correlation, whach
Is resulting in a fall in Indian markets,

What is the outlook for the Indian
amid these global concerns?
Compared to many others, India is
relatively better positioned amid the de
velopments around the world.
Goods exports to the United States are
only 2% of India's GO, In any case, the [LIS|
duty differential with our key competi

tors in goods exports such as China and
Vietnam has increased, which puts us ina
slightly advantageous position.

As oil prices and US yields have fallen
sharply, it is a positive for India,

Also, with the LIS markets — which has
been the most preferred asset class over
the last few years — underperforming
other markets, it should lead to the re
alignment of capital Nlows, and India is a
potential beneficlary,

Besides, rising services business ex
ports have lowered India’s current ac
count deficit to 1%, This enhances the
Indian economy’s resilience in the cur
rent environment

All this puts India in a much better po-
sition vis-d-vis other nations.

What should investors do at this
time?

One important concern for India was
valuations.

With Nifty valuations around 17
times at FY "27 earnings, these are rea.
sonable multiples for a realistic 10-12%
earnings growth,

With domestic flows staying strong
and lower supply from primary markets.
the Indian markets should do well over a

three-year hortzon,

There may be short term pain because
of the global markets correlation,

As Nifty seems fairly valued, investors
should prefer large caps, They should in
vest ina staggened manner over the next
few months,

Investors should avoid exposure to
small- and mid-caps as the valuations
continue to remain expensive,

i Is the threat of
India?

India’s correlation with world GDP is
lowe, This is because of a high component
of consumption in the economy, and alow
share of goods exports.

India achieved 5.5% growth even in
the Lehman year (2008 ), A recession in
the US will have a low impact on India's
economy, However it would have an im-
pact on IT services.

A recession/ slower growth of the
workd is likely to result in lower oil prices
and lower interest rates, both of which are
beneficial for India.

Prashant Join is founder and Chief
Ivestment Officer at 3P Investment
Managers vt Lid

ichmentioned idea of SC judges declaring assets

WNot hear and decide cases where afam
ily member or friend is involved;

W Not publicly express views on political

matters that may arise for judicial determs
nation;

Lot his judgments speak
for themselves” and must not
give interviews to the media;

W Notaccept gifts or hospi

tality from anyone besides family and

friends; and

mAvold acts “unbecoming of.. high office”,
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able time of assuming office”. While this dec
laration was supposed to be “confidential”,
the apex court’s stance on the issue has
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Ensuring accountability

The code effectively laid the groundwork
for every future measure introduced to en
sure judicial accountability.

Among other things, it
paved the way for judges to de-
clare to the CJI “all his/her as
sets in the form of real estate or
Investments.,, within a reason
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shifted over time.

Following another full court meeting in
2000, SC judges decided to declare their as
sets publicly “purely on a voluntary basis®, A
number of declarations were even posted on
the SC's website, In 2019, a Constitution
Bench held that the assets and liabilities of
judges were not “personal information” for
the purpose of RT1 inquiries,

However, the SCwebsite has not been up-
dated since 2018, No declarations submitted
by the current judges are available, The weby
site only gives a list of 28 judges of the court
(outof a total 33) “who have submitted their
declarations of assets” to the CJ1

“The Restaterment of Vahues of Judicial Life'

|

to hold judges accountable for misconduct
that does not necessarily amount to an im
peachable affence, The bar for impeachment
1 mch higher — no SC judge has ever been
impeached in India,

Asthe SC put it in a 1995 case concerning
allegations of financial impropriety against
the Bombay High Court Chief Justice, there
Is "a yawning gap between proved misbe:
haviour and bad conduct inconsistent with
the high office”, Actions that would fall in the
latter category of “bad conduct” are covered
in the 1997 resolution.

Most recently, this came to play when CJI
Sanjiv Khanna indtiated an in-house inquiry
aganst Justice Varma last month,

was accompanied by a s It
an in-house procedure to take action against
Judges who “do not follow the universally a
cepted values of judicial life”, A five-member
committee created the procedure in October
1997, and it was formally adopted in 19969,

‘Values of judicial life'

Together, the inquiry process and the
Judicial Values' resolution provide a means

The resolution was also invoked in 2014
when the SC revisited the in-house inquiry
process when aworman additional destrict and
sessions judge from Madhya Pradesh filed a
complaint of sexual harassment against asit
ting High Court judge. The court clarified that
the procedure is meant "for taking suitable re
medial action against judges, whoby their acts
of omission or commission, do not follow the
accepeed values of judicial life”

WWW . INDIANE XPRESS. COM
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war against India to Make
America Great Again. India
cannot hopeto win by landing
a big punch back. The Indian
economy s much smaller.
Indio’s responses must be
strategic to strengthen its
economy inthe long run.
Asking the US to play by
global rules is not an option
with Trump. GATT (General
Agreement on Trade and Tar
1) was crented in 1948 % nur
ture the growth of weaker

.
Eht Imbune CHANDIGARH | TUESDAY | 8 APRIL 2025

Trumps gripe is that these
small countnies are exporting
more o the US than import-
ing from it Though that is
how intemational trade is
expected o grow the global
economy  equitably, by
enabling poorer countries 1o
produce for richerones, creat-
ing employment and incomes
for their own citizens to pro-
gressively earn and buy maore
even from richer countries,

India is also in Trump's
crosshairs, India’s per capita
GDP is less than Cambodia's
and Bangladesh's, though its
GDPis the fifth largest inthe
workd. It has a long way to go
to Viksit Bharat.

The US emerged the global
hegemon when the Soviet
Union collapsed in 1091, with
the lkugest economy, the
largest military and control of
the global financial system.
The US always put its own

and

OPED

electoral democracy, has a
difficult relationshipwith the
US. The US expects India to
be always on its side against
any suthoritarian country
10 toe the US line.

those of US

The US i India

above democratic  values.
'meUSdumllulhelhbal
of d

thereby
the gobal economy. The

y It
led the ‘free world in the

immoml for remaining neu-
tral between the Soviet
Union and the west in the
cold war; it was angry when

GK!T: principles are the  fight against dh rat-  India was fled to come

theWTO,which i’ TheUS def-  doser to Russia when the US
replaced the GATT in 1905, it o yis gover- d the Pukistan mili-
Those principles acknowledge nance with a system of tuy dictatorship against
that smaller competitors must  popularly elected leaders. India. Trump seems willing

not be thrown into the ring

with lurger ones untl they

have grown stronger
Trumps salvo on Libera-

tion Day has imposed a 40

per cent ‘reciprocal tariff" on

C.lmllmund 46 per cent on

proir et

Nevertheless, tomaintainits  to make up with Russia now,
control over petroleum trade,  but not with China, which
\}:USwrﬂhvwnnekdcd has grown into the second

largest in the world
Iran in lmnm!nmlnllh(- and caught up with the US in
compliant  Shah of Imn  advanced technologies.

mmdanlluﬁxtuuum
with e

whose per capita incomes are
3 per cent of the USAs!

West Asia onits side.
India, the worlds largest

The US and China are
Incia’s langest trading pant-
ners, with $118-billon trade
with each. Whereas India hasa

India is resisting
I'rumps tarifls on
farm products, and
it must, because its
millions of small
and poor farmers
need higher prices
for their productsto
improve their
standard of living,

their markets in india. reuress.

trude deficit of $85 billion with
China from where it imports

na's manufacturing sector,

Indlasstrategyto win the trade war

their standard of iving

and especially its high-tech Indo-US trade negotiastions
exports, has alarmed the US. M\-lr:unmlhadnhmd
It is the pr for Incia-US tradle
Trump's campaign o Make to ssoo hilion annually by
America Great Again. 280, Indsa is being threutened
India and China’s f: toreduce ba f
turing sectors were similar in - US agriculture and manufac
1900, India had even estab  tured products. Plus, there are
better inthe h of dampeners

trical equipment, commercial
wvehicles and other capital
goods. India-made trucks and
power equipment were export:
ed o many countries.

In 1991, India had to turn to
the IMF for financial assis-
tance. With the IMF cume the

large volumes of
tured goods, India has a sur
plusof $37 billion with the US,
which is Indlias largest market
for software services. India
must tread carefully not to
annay either the US or China.
China straddles its northem
borders, where tensions con-
tinue tosimmer. It has become
imperative for India to build
its own industrial capability,
despite Trump's pressure to
atandon Male: in India

In 1990, China and India
were two equally poor kage
countries. China's economy
and per capita GDP is five
times larger now. Chinas
manufacturing sector is sev-
en times larger and its high-
tech exports are 43 times
higher than India's. The

growth of Chi

ces. China did not sucaumb to
the US ideclogy:. India com-
plied more easily. Now India,
like the US, is importing a
large mnge of manufictured
procducts from China, indud-
ing high-tech ones

Trump says Indias import
duties are too high and must
be reduced across the board.
India has reduced duties on
Harley Davidson motorcycles.
Trump wants India to reduce
duties on all manufactured
products and on agriculturl
products also to enable Amer
ica’s own, highly subsidised,
corparate farmers to expand
their markets in Incia. India is
resisting, and it must, because
its millions of small and poor
farmers need higher prices for
their products to improve

un Indian IT exports to the
US. Thus, India-US trade can
be increased only by a huge
influxof imports from the US.
This will recuce the growth of
Jobsand incomes in India and
wenken its cconomy.

Trump calls India's policies
1o Make in India ‘protection-
ist while he is raising trade
bartiers amund the USA,
even against tiny Pacific
Island countries on whom he
has announced redprocal tar
fs! Indian industries have
been hoping that US restric
tions on Chinese imports will
result in openings for India,
Vietnam and others to replace
China in US supply chains.
With Trump adding an addi-
tional 34 per cent duty on Chi-
na, these countries fear that
Chinese manufacturers will
aggressively sell their prod-
ucts tothem instead.

Indian  businessmen are
already pressing the govem-
ment to make & easier for
them to import Chinese prod-
ucts. To impoet and sell is easy.
Leaming to make in India is
harder The time has come for
Indha'’s manufacturers and the
Indian government to stand
up against bullying by Trump
and his corparate friends and
1o make India great.

Plasticin every Sip: The toxic truth about bottled water

purer than tap water Howev-
er, recent studies reveal that
tottled water often contains

Plastic bottles, primanly

bolic disruptions. Research
suggests nanoplastics can
also alter gut microbiota,

T immune respo:
and overall health. Longterm
studies are needed to fully
understand their effects.

adequate protection  aganst

8 Moon eniers Leo 5gn 755 am
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made from polyethylene Given these risks, isbottled  hammful  contaminants  in
EWRO‘[’m terephthalate  (PET), con- water the safer option” In  many public water sources.
DEV UNIVERSITY, mm‘vsmd“‘ tribute significantly to envi- wban aeos, tapwater s often  Highquality water filters such
2 ronmental poliution through a more sustainable and cost-  as activated carbon or reverse
their production, transporta- effective altarnative, undergo-  osmosts systems, have been
BOUT 70percent  tion and disposal. The dis- ng rigorous  teatment,  shown to reduce microplastic
of the human carded bottles persist in the inchuding disinfection, filtme-  levels in drinking water Com:
body is made up environment for  decades, tion and contaminanttesting.  munity initiatives, such aspul>
of water which breaking down into While some municipal sys  lIic water fountains and refill
aysavital olein - microplastics (under 5 mm) L | munuﬂam-nuumm stations, also play a vital role,
delivering oxygen to the and nanoplastics, As a result, UNSAFE: Botthed water contains 240 lakh detectable nanoplastic particles per (e, 83 per 8 study. av and oocs 1 con- Ony idered a symbol of
brain, nutrients,  plastic polly h | tamination, tapwater in many  convenience, bottled  water
aiding digestion and remm into a gobal crisis, contami-  study detected nanoplastics in and tial is subject to stricter  now presents hidden dangers
ing body ¥ deven  bottied water for the first time, tion. The taxidty of plastic  regulations than bottledwater 1o both human headlth and the
ever, the very water we the most remote ecosystems.  with an avemge of 240000 particles can trigger inflam- A 2017 study by Orb Media  environment. Whileitremains
depend on may containinvis:  Studies have detected mico-  detectable plastic particles per mation and cellular damage.  found that while 83 percent of  avital resource in regions kack-
ible threats —nanoplastics, scopic plastics in marine life,  Btre —about 90 percent classi- Chemical additives such n gobal ip water sumples con-  ing safle tap waler its long term
plastic particles measuring  soll and even human blood, fied & nanoplastics. These hthal and bisphy s, theircon:  nisks demand urgent atten-
less than 100 nanometres. mising concerns about their  numbers @e 10 to 100 times commaonly found in plastics, u-nlnmn v.'.- sumﬂmnﬂy tion. A critical first step is to
Emergng research shows presence in the food chain  higher than those reported in can disrupt lead- pa
that these plastics have infil  and potential health impocts.  enrlier studies that counted ing o reproductive and meta- WHO has lhr of v and surfuce
trated ourdninking water, rais- A 2018 study found that bot-  only mécroplastics. bolic disorders. Add 1] need for improved k witer sources. Addressing
ing serious health concems. Yo water contained an aver These contaminants origh- tinyplastics actas curriers for  fameworks to monitor and  witer  insecurity  through
R P age of 35 parti-  nate from bottle harmful pathogens, increas-  mitigate plastic systems
of this resource the UN  desperlitre firexceedingthe  materials, caps and filtration . ing infection risks. ndnmm-: and sustainable peactices is
declared safe drinkingwatera  levels found in tap water. At processesused inproduction. Recent studies Plastic particles have been Iwater |
fundamental human right in  that time, detection methods  Repeated opening and clos- ll'\’l'ill lh'll l)()(lll'(l detected in human blood, qunhly governments must  access to safe drinking water.
2010,0s part of the Sustainable  were Emited to microplastics. ing of caps and exposure to . lungs, gastointestinal tract  invest in modernising treat- Ruthermore, continued so-
Dewi Gmk whldl However, in January 2024,  heat and sunlight exacerbate  Waler often contains m'ldevmplmmemplu ment plants, repainng  entific research is necessary to
from Columbia and  the plastic particle release. far more )l'l.\ll(‘ tics cn fill Bines and add; uncover the full extent of
by 2030. Yet, as of 2022, lmuml Rutgers universities intro- The health risks of ingest. Pl organg, while mnqnlmus tamination issues. Public  microplastic exposure and its
22 bilion people licked duced a powerful hyperspee  ing theseplastic partidesare — contaminants than  poseagreater risk asthey can an ok | effects, enabling pol-
access W this basic vl lated R: i The ) B . cross the blood-train barrier,  rebuild trust intapwater and  icymakers W0 implement
Of the primary drinking ing optical imaging platform  size of nanoplastics, invisible l"l‘“‘“('r' potentially contnbuting to  promote sustainable con-  strongerregulations forpublic
water sources, suchas munic-  hat is capuble of detecting  tothe naked eye, allows them llll(k'l’llllllil\gils and habits healthand environmental sus-
ipal water supplies, bottled nmqiziunt lhl- singlepar  to enter the bloodstream and e dedine. Pro 1 On an level, By tackling these
waterandh hold (8 tide levd accumulate in vital organs, ]N‘R (“l‘d o phnu'n'llmnu may switching to reusable witer  challenges we can ensure that
systems, bottled water is the  and specificity. Published in  Scientists have identified .\ll]l'fi(mlL increase oddative stress, rais-  bottles and using home filtre  safe drinking water is accessi-
preferred cholce for millions,  the Proosedings of e Nation-  three primary mks duvd ’ ing the risk of cancer cardio-  tion systems can significantly  Hle © all, protecting both peo-
widely perceived as saferand ol Academy of Sciences, this  taxicity, chy vascular disorders and meta-  reduce plastic wiste and exgo-  ple and the planet.
QUICK CROSSWORD | SUDOKU | FORECAST |
Acuou DOWN YESTERDAY 'S SOLUTION =." T :::
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Tariffbloodbath

Trade war looms as China confronts Trump

President Donald Trump's tariTonslaught
lrdmmlnohmm have hln-mhwloll
fullblown trade war that could hl economic
gowth workbwide. Shares nosed ived as fear

and uncertainty triggered massive selloffs on Monday.
Investors felt the beat in India 100 as they were left poorer
by Rs 20 lakh crore in the moming tself as benchmark
indices Sensexand Nifty faced a drubbing, The batthe lines
are st 10 harden as China has decided 1o red- flag US recip-
rocal tan s asa “new trade concern” at a WTO meeting on
April 9. Befjing has signalled its intent to build a broad
coalition to jointly oppose unilateralism and protection-
s, and safeguard the international trading system.

The million-dollar g I Wl Ty
o th bullying? The US Presick
i not one to back off once he has set forth on a course,
no matter how pertlous or reckless. The onus will be on
other nations to fall in ine - how Jong they can hokd out
will depend on their ability to hit back. Looking at the
larger picture of lndnUSlruh- ties, Delhi has chosen

over H , Investors'

growing panic has added to the pressure on India to
work out a reasonable deal sooner rather than later

There is a possibility that Trump may not be able to
sustain his blitzkrieg if China and other nathons up the
ante. Ironically, the US President is creating a situation
detrimental to his own country. According to an analy-
s by The Budget Lab at Yhle University, retaliatory tar
iffs could cost the average American household up o
$4.200 annually. The spectre of recession and higher
inflation is looming kargein lth% Co\llln(’lllh.' India
are hoping that | o well as d pres-
sure will make Trump realise his monumental folly and
stop him from triggering greater economic chaos

Real lessons needed

School reforms start with basics, notbanners

UNJAB's government schools, long plagued
infrastructure decay, teacher shortages and
poor learning outcomes, are in urgent need of
a meaningful tumaround. The recent assign-
mmldMPkulﬂMuui\S-uih—-kmwn
for Delhi's 1 ~toover-
see Punjab’s education affairs radsed hopes of substan-
tive change. But the early signs are not encouraging. The
recent mnnuw of mvﬁlnn :'hnol ;ﬁquﬂ inaPR
heavy manner does littet P d prob-
lems. Spending public money on cosmetic refurbish-

OPINION

ch‘ cﬁh‘mt CHANDIGARM | TUESDAY | 8 APRIL 2025

Market slump sums up global chaos

Disruption tothe international trade order will probably hurt the US more than the rest of the world

e .
SUSHMA RAMACHAND RAN
SENIOR FINANCIAL JOURNALIST

S global markets
slump and India
sees  the  most
calamitous fall in
quities since the
Covid-19 pandemic, it is clear
that US President Donald
Trump's tarfll offensive has
swept the gobal economy into
a state of uncertainty. The trade
war seems to be imminent as
China and Canada have fired
the first round of retalistory tar-
iffs. The European Union has
threatened 1o join the battle,
while other countries are vok-
ing anger over America's new
policies. The 4

OMINOUS: For Indha, the mpercussions of the trade war could be graver than those feared earlier. sunms.

and foodgrains, At the Workd
Tde Organisation (WTO), for
mm« India managed 1o

effect
is on stock markets around the
world,  including  Nasdaq,
which has moved into the bear
territory, while Aslan markets
are following suit. Crude ofl
prices have also dipped to
around $64 in reaction to a
gloomy economic forecast,
The Apnil 2 taniff wliout has
wreaked havoe on the interna.
tional economic system. In the
midst of this crisis, India has
maintained a low-key approach
for the tme being The initial
response was merely that the sit-
uation is being assessed in the
backdrop of the bilateral trude
pact talks. Meetings are also on

for its agricul-
ture sector, overriding vocifer-
ous complaints by most devel-
oped economies. Much
on the political will, but it s like-
Iy that the bilaterul treaty will
end up being balanced rather
than tilted towards US interests.
The concept of balance, how-
ever, will have o undergo a
change as the time has come to
endd blanket protection for even
the so-called ‘sensitive’ sectors.
Some farm experts are now
arguing that there are areas

The US has notalways
haditsway atthe
W10, whichcould be
afactor for jettisoning

the $33 billion worth of exports
in the 2023-24 finandial year, as
much as one-third went to the
American market. The industry,
primarily in the medium and
ol enterprises  segment,
employs as many as 50 lakh
skilled and semiskilled work-
e, It virtually collapsed during
Covid-19, with skilled artisans
oing back to rural areas A dip
in orders from the biggest mar-
ket could worsen the job situa-
tion onoe again. Hopes are being
pinned on the new trade deal,
but that may be finalised only by
September So, there could be a
arisis in the intervening months.

the anvil with 10 reas-
sure them about the future out-
look in relation to US trade.

‘The relatively mild approach
can be linked to several factors
A Wlateral trade agreement is
actually on the table, despite the
hard negotiations needed to
make it o reality. This is a posh
tive as Indian trade diplomacy
has been successful over the
years in safeguarding the coun-
try's interests, especially in sen-
sitive areas like the dairy sector

even within agriculture where  (he settled rade order. 1t is a mised bag, however, with
tariffs can be cut with minimal Lrifls in some arens lle apparel
impact on proch These wtually b & Jower than in
mmknmu and walnuts, iffs, any rigid public stance  ofher countries, prompting bigger

lly high tar-  could reduce the room for flexi  orders from American  buyers.
iffson 'nhan.lehrrvrun bility in negotiations. Reports from apparel export hub

be casily acceded to and in
return, the US should be asked
to ease non-tarfl barriers on
processed  food and marine
products. Other issues relating
o data localisation and intellec-
tual property rights may not be
resolved easily, but compromise
formulas may save the day. Giv-
en that talks are already under-
way, unlike in the case of other
countries focing the April 2 tar-

Despite Trump's persistent arit-
idem of India’s protectionism,
the tmjectory of India-US strute-
e refations Jooks set 1o improve
considerably under this adminis-
tration. Deepening of defence tes
ks clearly on the cands.

Yet one cannot downplay the
shortterm impact of the new tar-
iffs on some domestic industries
Gems and jewellery exports, for
instance, will be hit hard. Out of

Tirupur (Tamil Nodu) say Indian
woods will be cheaper than those
from competitors; hence, buyers
e rushing to book more orders,
The caveot is that there should be
a discount to relieve customers
there of the higher price busden.

‘This brings us to the fact that
disruption 1o the setthed intema-
tional tmde order will probebly
hurt the US economy mare than
the rest of the workd. The crash on

Wall Street and around the workd
is probably just the beginning of
worse times ahead unless the
Thump administration s able to
provide some resssurance to the
markets. Investment banks are
already  predicting  higher
chances ofa recession. JPMorgan
has ruised the risk 10 60 per cont
from 40 per cent, citing “disrup-
tive American polities”. The finm
estimates that the new tariffs
would cost $700 billion, but this
assessment was macde before Chi
na retabinted with a 34 per cont L
MY hike on Amenican goods.

A recession in the world's
biggest economy is bad news for
everyone, including India. It
coutld recluce the growth momen-
tum of the last few years as sup-
ply chains are likely to be disrupt-
od and global consumption could
plummet. Even now, the Indian
economy's growth estimates ane
being pared down, with Goldman
Sachs revising its forecust for the
202526 financial year 1o 6.1 per
cent from 6.3 per cent.

What is equally worrying on
the gobal stage is the disruption
of the rules-based multilateral
system that had been budlt after
World War 11 following decades
of negotiations. The WTO unde-
ndably enabled the Global South
1o have a significant voioe in the
multilateral trade arena. The US
has not always had its way here,
which could be a factor for jetti-
soning the setthed trade order.

Ror Indlia, the repercussions of
the trade war could be graver
than those feared earlier. The
immediate impact is on finan.
clal markets, but global reces-
stonary trends coukd worsen the
outiook. The wisest policy right
now ks to rapidly conchude tilat-
eral trade treaties with glant
trading partners like the Buro-
pean Unjon. At the same time,
other export markets also need
10 be explored as retaliastory tar-
1M are shifting the dynamics of
international  trade. As  for
whether India loses or gains sig-
nificantly in these global battles,
o realistic assessment will only
be possible afler the dust settles
down in the coming days.

ments or nameplates for newly declared “schools of
eminence” cannot substitute for genuine Improvements
in infrastructure or classoom leamning Even the bureau-
cratic mentorship scheme lacks clarity, strategy and
measurable goals. Without a proper vision or roadmap,
such efforts risk becoming exercises in political optics.

Punjab’s education system requires reform at the
foundational level. According to the Annual Status of
Education Report (ASER) 2024 for Rural India, only 34
per centof Qlass [ stud rural schools
can read a Class Il-level text. In terms of arithmetic, just
about 51 per cent can do basic subtraction. These figures
paint & worrying picture. Unless these core deficiencies
are tackled, any revamp will be superficial at best. Del
hi's transformation wasn't built on slogans; it relied on
sustained budgetary support, rigorous teacher training
and community engagement. Punjab must follow suit—
Investing in basic amenities like toilets, clean drinking
water, digital toals and school Bbraries. Attracting and
retaining qualified teachers is equally critical

The goal mustbe to improve leaming outcomes, not
Just the look of schools. Publicity blitzes may garmner
attention, but only well planned, data-backed interven-
tions can rescue Punjab’s school system from decades
of neglect. If Sisodia genuinely wants to replicate Del-
hi's mndL he must begin by empowering educators,

and f on what

g local
matters most — the schookhikdren

ON THIS DAY...100 YEARS AGO

The Tribune.

LAMORE, WEDNES DAY, APRIL 8, 1925

Lord Birkenhead's opportunity
1F Lord Birken head was sincere in his invitation 1o CR Das to go
forward and coop with the G , the reply which the

latter has given to his “answering gesture” and the intention s with
which he is credited by the Statesman of Calautta, which appears
to have taken particular pains to ascertain his views, afford his
lordship an opportunity such as comes but seldom inthe lifeof a
satesman in office lnmmmm.mmwm while
whyh tht inthe
Wnlnpirydmmnnhsﬂuﬁuuydmwh
s p with the G on by
Irmu ln l'r statement attributed 1o him by the Statesnan, he
appears 1o have gone futher and explained what he means by
these honourable termes. “It is believed”, wiites the journal, “that
Das favours the dissolution of the Coundl and expresses confl-
dence that this will result in the return of a Swarajist majority, in
which case the party woukd be willing 10 acoept office, not with a
view 1o wrecking the reforms, but to doing constructive work on
cettain umdmuu These are understood \oh in general, full
and that the should be, at
any mte, Md in -Iryn'f As regands the release of political
detenus, the joumal does not appear to have sucoseded in elidt
ing a full expression of Das’ view, but it presumes that “he will be
prepared to draw a distinction scoording to the grmvity of the
offences with which particular individuals are charged.”

————————————

THOUG

FORTHE DAY

Never invest in a business you cannot understand. — Warenufie

No more reunions
for pensioners

KSS Proar

/ FTER retiring from o university several years ago, |
[ have been Bving in a housing sodety near the campus.

ot of the residents are my former colleagues,

My nesxt-door nelghbour retired long before me. An elderly wid-
ower, he lives with his son, deughterindaw and grndehildren,
Everyone in the locality knows a lot about him, as he likes to
-mnnmmmmmwmmmmm
torepeat his storkes, try
urgencies, but not everyone is hacky enou gh to avold him.

His favourite topic is the life of pensioners in the past. There
was o tme when they eagerly anticipated the first day of every
month — provided it wasn't a holiday — so that they could go
10 the bank and withdraw their pension. For many, the purpose
was not just 1o get the money, but to meet excolleagues, remi-
nisce about the university days and exchange personal news.
They would chat for hours, sharing detailed accounts of their
lives over the past month, induding family matters. Some even
brought their wives, at the insistence of family members con-
cerned about their health and fuiling senses, The women woulkd
gossip unti] their husbands tokd them that it was time o leave,
unging them to save some stories for the next meeting

At that time, the elderly hadn't yet been dubbed ‘senjor cit.
izeny’ deserving special consideration, so there were no sepa-
rate queues for them at the bank. But they didn’t mind; they
wum\ lnnh\my While standing in the queue, holding their

hels | forma, they would hthe arowd
for familiar faces, both inside and outside the bank. They
would smile when they spotted some of them,

(muwmmm"mmlwpulnhm

ything was in order.
Amm—hbutnrbumnoﬂwkurymmdum:-ﬂ
ree, ¢
thetr days, often laughing as they

They woukl often compare thelr pensions 1o the pay scales
when they were appointed, speculating about the potential
hike that A ith the impls of the next Pay
Commission’s recommendations.

Practical as they were, they knew that these meetings coukd
be their lust, as llness or death could strile at any time. 1t was
always & sombre moment when they bid each other farewell,
with the promise of meeting again on the next pension day.

My neighbour curses modem technology that has made such
visits 10 the bank unnecessary. Digital payments are now the
noem, rendering cash and checks virtually outdated. If
required, the bank representative visits the houses of eldedy
account holders to complete the formalities.

The person most affected by these changes is perhaps the
pickpocket, who is disappointed to find few currency notes
ot none in the wallet he has stolen.

Imaginary

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Manipulating religion New chapter of friendship
Refer 1o "Shun toxic muo!n-inm politics’,  In & rare uututr the Sri Lankan President
India is W trend where the prestigi Mithra  Vib-

political parties are Hatantly mixing religon
with politics. This venomous blend fuels com-
munal tensions, silences dissent and polaris-
es socdety along religious lines, Instead of
addressing real issues like unemployment,
inflation and education, politiclans  are

hushana award on Prime Minister Narendra
Modi He was given a red-carpet welcome
and several strategic MoUs were signed. So
far, Sri Lanka has swung between India and
China. Now, it has realised its folly of tilting
towards China and getting stuck in its detn.
trap dipl y. Hopefully, both India and

wote banks. It not only distorts the essence of
faith but also undermines the democratic and
secular ethos of our Constitution, It is deeply
worry ing that ritualist ic displays an l

Sri Lanka will nurture a healthy and trust
worthy partnership. hluuclummnlnuv
est like fish 's |

A rights of the Tumil commu-

reason. We must raise public swareness about
this dangerous manipulation,
BALBIR SINGH KAKKAR, JALANDHAR

Focus on deeds

Refer to the article ‘Shun toxic mix of reli-
wion, politics’; the main purpose of religion
i to transform individualy’ lives, inculeat-
ing moral and ethical values in them. It
helps people find the purpose of life and
guides them on how to lead a meaningful
life. Somehow the true essence of religion is
missing in today’s mundane world. Mixing
of politics with religion by clever politickins
and selfproclaimed babas is wreaking hav-
oc on the much-need harmony and peaceful
existence. The need of the hour is to focus

nity -hmld be resolved. Hopefully, both
ing will pursue
cooperation in the years to come.
KIRTI WADHAWAN, KANPUR

Reaching out to neighbours

With reference to ‘Ind s Lanka rapport”; Bed-
Jing's growing influence in the Indian Ocean
Region has prompted New Delhi to reach out
toits neighbour In 2022, when Sei Lanka was
facing an economic crisis, Delhi extended
timely belp with an assistance of over $4 bil-
lion. Prime Minister Narendra Modi visited
Sri Lanka and held discussions with Sri
Lonkan President Anwa Kumara Dis-
sanayake 1o resolve contentious issues. Both
mumu have lmnlnled security interests

on cultivating good deeds and thoughts, We
must shun religious divisivenessin the larg-
er interest of society.

RAVI SHARMA, DHARIWAL

Irrelevant objections to Waqf Act

h their ties
in -Hmmdahn' sectors,
SUBHASH C TANEJA, GURUGRAM

Joining the global league

Indian civil engineering has come of age

Refer to ‘Fight not over yet'; the Mu i
mlyhnm-dlhruﬂuumlﬂn“hr‘
Act. Theiroly donY hold
much water for the simple reason that o karge
chunk of the so-called Waqgf property across
the country is being claimed by Wagf boards
without any substantial documents, In o krge
number of cases in urban areas, the Wagf
Board daims to be the owner but is not able to
prove its ownership rights. Under the new
miles, in case of disputed property, the board
will be given an opportunity of being heard by
the designated revenue authority not below
the rank of a District Collector,
MD SHARMA, SHIMLA

with the of the 2.08-kmJong
Pamban bridge, India's first vertical-lift
sea bridge that connects Rameswaram
with the Indian mainland. Its design will
ensure that it will have o lifespan of over
100 years, It has joined the ranks of global-
Iy recognised bridges like the Golden Gate
(US), Tower Bridge (UK) and the Oresund
bridge between Denmark and Sweden.
The bridge iR can rise up to 17 metres,
allowing larger ships to pass through while
i smooth train op Con-
structed under difficult sea conditions, it is

an engineering marvel,
RAMESH G JETHWAN, BENGALURU

Lettens 10 the Editor, typed in doubie space, shoukd not exceed the 200-word kmt.
These shoukd be cogently witen and can te sect by e-mall ta: Lettien@tdbunemal.com
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The magic of a mirror: how is it able to
show your reflection?

Materials that behave differently on the surface and inside, such as a metal outside and an insulator inside, are called topological materials. Such

materials were discovered in the second half of the 20th century and some of its discoverers won the Nobel Prize for physics in 2016

Adhip Agarwala
ressing up is probably one of
the most annoying things. You
stand in front of a mirror and
try to find the right
combination of clothes of various colours
hoping you look more tolerable to people.
This is probably one trait that
distinguishes us from other animals: we
spend a few good minutes every morning
staring at a mirror.
Have you ever wondered, though,
when we stare at a mirror, what we're
really staring at?

What is a mirror?

Most mirrors feel like glass. They are
heavy and break easily. But then if you
stare at a glass, say your window, and you
stare at a mirror, what you see are very
different things.

On a bright day, glasses are
transparent, and you can see the outside
world through a glass window. At night, if
you look at your window and if you are in
a welllit room, you will now see yourself.
In a mirror, on the other hand, you always
see yourself irrespective of whether it is
day or night (and as long as it is not dark).

To understand the difference between
a mirror and window glass, we need to
learn about metals and insulators.

What are metals and insulators?
Metals are shiny things, like your steel
cups and plates, the aluminium pressure
cooker, and coins in your purse. Metallic
objects are usually hard, not easy to
break, and have a silvery shine. They also
get hot and cold quite easily and can
conduct current. It's one reason why we
never touch a live socket using a spoon.
Insulator objects on the other hand are
made of glass, wood, and plastics. The
things that usually don’t conduct current
also often don’t look silvery.

An electric current is conducted by

electrons. Atoms have both positively
charged protons and negatively charged
electrons. In a metal, electrons are like
unruly, fun-loving kids: they leave their
parent atoms and move around between
different atoms, forming a big soup of
electrons. On the other hand, in an
insulator, every electron in an atom is a
bit shy and stays close to the parent atom.
Therefore when we put in a battery and
try to push the electrons, they will move
freely in a metal, since they are unruly,
but in an insulator they won't. Therefore
metals conduct current, insulators don't.

But the fact of how electrons behave
towards batteries also decides how they
behave when light falls on them.

How do light and electrons interact?
Light is an electromagnetic wave. A wave
is any disturbance that moves periodically
in time and can go from one point to
another. For instance, when you drop a
stone in a pond, you generate waves of
water. When you speak, you generate
waves of air, or sound waves.

When light falls on us - that's an
electromagnetic wave, a periodic wave of
electric and magnetic fields. Electric fields
create forces that make electrons move,
such as in your watch. Magnetic forces are
the ones that keep your refrigerator
magnets stuck on the door. But these
forces don't change with time. When they
start changing periodically in time they

light, an elec ic wave,

Electrons behave very funnily when
light falls on them. just like we move
periodically when someone pushes us on
a swing, when light falls on electrons,
these electrons start moving periodically
in time, as if they are dancing.

But the way they dance in metal and
insulators are different. Since in a metal,
all electrons are in a soup, they dance ina
group like a flash mob. But in an insulator,
every electron just dances individually on
its own, inside its atomic home.

The type of electron dance decides
whether light can go through a material.
When light falls on a metal, all these
electrons team up and start dancing
together. This obstructs the light so much
that it can’t go through the metal and just
bounces back. On the other hand, in an
insulator, since every shy electron just
dances a bit in its atomic home, most of
the light goes through.

This is why insulators such as glass let
some light go through while metals
usually don't.

This is also the reason why you can see
your face very clearly on a steel plate or
spoon. The light from your face is
reflected fully by the plate and enters
your eye. But on a day when you just look
at a window, most of the light from your
face just goes through the glass to the
other side, making it hard to see yourself.
Moreover there is light from the outside
that enters the glass into your eye, making
you see the outside world. In the night,
however, there is little ambient light, so
Jjust the light from your welllit room
reflects a bit from the glass and you can
see yourself.

How does a mirror work?

So how is it then that a mirror, which feels
like glass, an insulator, reflects like a steel
plate? This is because the mirror is not
Just a glass: it has a secret. While it is in
fact made of glass, there is a thin layer of
metal placed on its back side. The front
side is glass that lets the light through but
the back side is a metal, where the
electrons dance to reflect the light.

This is what makes you see yourself
every time you stare into a mirror. A
mirror is thus not one material but two.
Both the glass (of shy electrons) and metal
(of unruly electrons) conspire to make a
long lasting mirror on your almirah or in
the washroom.

We just learnt that the back surface of
the mirror has a metal layer. Now imagine

a block of glass where you put layers of
silver on all its surfaces. This would be
very strange: from the outside it will look
like a metal but it won't be able to
conduct current on the inside. We can
create such an object using two different
materials — glass and silver, say - but can
these properties occur in an object made
of a single material? Such a material
would have to behave differently on the
surface and inside, such as a metal
outside and an insulator inside.

Such materials were discovered in the
second half of the 20th century and are
called topological materials. Some of
their discoverers won the Nobel Prize for
physics in 2016, More recently, Microsoft
released a quantum-computing chip that
is made of such topological materials.

To understand why all of this really
works, one needs quantum mechanics,
one of the most beautiful subjects known
to us. In fact, the UN has declared 2025 to
be the International year of Quantum
Science and Technology. We are
currently celebrating 100 years since
scientists discovered its foundational
principles.

Dance of electrons

While you may have understood a bit
about mirrors, if you want to really
understand why some electrons are
unruly and some are shy or how
electrons behave when light falls on
them, consider leaming quantum
mechanics, a subject you can enjoy if you
take a course in physics, for example
here in [IT Kanpur where some of us
teach.

In the meantime, when you next stare
at a mirror, don't just look for yourself:
also appreciate the dance of electrons,
both in the glass and in the shiny metal
layer at the back, which is sending your
light back to you.

Adhip Agarwala is an assistant
professor of physics at IIT Kanpur.

-

THE DAILY QUIZ

3

Please send in your answers to
dailyquiz@thehindu.co.in

Bankim Chandra Chattopadhyay died on this day in 1894. A quiz on the face of
the Bengal Renaissance

Radhika Santhanam avoided if the Congress
had adopted the entirety

[N of Vande Mataram and not

QUESTION 1 just the first two stanzas.

This literary magazine was
edited by Chattopadhyay
and later by Rabwndranath
Tagore. Name it

.

QUESTION 2

Vande Mataram, the
national song of India, was
first published as part of a
novel. Name the novel by
Chattopadhyay.

5

QUESTION 3

In 2018, Chattopadhyay
became the focus of the
West Bengal Assembly
elections. The Home
Minister said that a specific
event could have been

Which event was he
referring to?

[

QUESTION 4

Tagore once referred to
Chattopadhyay by a
Sanskrit term that also
happens to be the name of
one of India’s foremost
fashion designers. What is
the name and what does it
mean?

QUESTION S

This Vaishnava religious
movement of 14th and
15th century Bengal
inspired Chattopadhyay
deeply. Name it

Visual question:
Identify this place

(ot

Questions and Answers to the previous
day's daily quiz: 1. The third poet in the
‘Lake Poets’ trinity. Ans: Robert Southey

2. Name Wordsworth's semi-autobiographical
magnum opus. Ans: The Prelude

3. In which famous poem does the line ‘The
Child s father of the Man' feature. Ans: My
Heart Leaps Up or The Rainbow

4. This denomination of the British banknote
featured the poet's likeness. Ans: Five Pound
note

5. The Solitary Reaper is singing a plaintive
song In this language. Ans: Gaelic

6. This poem came after a walking tour with
Wordsworth's sister Dorothy. Ans: Tintern
Abbey

7. The name of which poet begins the sonnet
‘Londen, 1802 Ans: John Milton

Visual: Name the national flower of Wales.
Ans: Daffodils

Early Birds: Siddhartha Viswanathan|
Haridas Pal| Tito Shiladitya| Manvi Yadav|

Anna Krishna

FROM THE ARCHIVES

Know Your
English

K. Subrahmanian
S. Upendran

“....and then, there's Gopa. [ can't stand
him. I tell you. He's ..."

*.... What’s the matter with you today?
You sound as if you got up on the wrong
side of the bed.”

“1 didn’t know there was a wrong side
to a bed!”

“There most certainly is. When you say
that someone has got up on the wrong
side of the bed, it means he/she is in a bad
mood for no obvious reason. For

pk day, my boss was sh
at everyone. He must have got up on the
wrong side of the bed.”

“Does your boss very often get up on
the wrong side of the bed?"

“Yes, he does, you see, he’s a ‘party
animal’ and..”

“...a ‘party animal'? Is a ‘Party animal'
someone who likes parties?”

“Exactly! a ‘party animal’ is someone
who loves parties. And my boss is a party
animal.”

“Gopa is a party animal too. What does
your boss do at parties?

“I'm told he drinks like a fish.”

“Drinks like a fish! What does it mean?"

“It means he drinks a lot.”

“Alcohol?”

“Right again. According to this article,
some of our leading film stars drink like a
fish.”

“It's not just film stars who drink. Our
maid tells me that her husband drinks like
a fish too. What's more, he smokes a lot
too.
“Does your boss smoke?”

“He used to smoke. But now, he’s
kicked the habit."

“Kicked the habit! How can anyone
kick a habit? A ball, yes, but a habit...”

“.... 'to kick the habit’ means to ‘break
a habit’. For example, when I was young,
1 used to bite my finger nails. But now,
I've kicked the habit.”

“Meaning you have stopped biting your
nails.”

“Exactly!”

“My friend Karthick has been smoking
for six years and he's trying to kick the
habit.”

"Good for him!™

Published in The Hindu on January 15,
1996,

Word of the day

Benign:

not dangerous to health; not recurrent or
progressive (especially of a tumour); pleasant
and beneficial in nature or influence; kindness of
disposition or manner

Synonym: graciousness
Usage: Her foce was colm and benign.
Pronunciation: newsth live/senignpro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: binam/

For feedback and suggestions for
Text & Context, please write to
letters@thehindu.co.in
with the subject ‘Text & Context’
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The government hike

Donations received by
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The extent to which

in excise duty on

the Bharatiya Janata

Israel now controls the

Tamil Nadu Deputy
CM’s assistance to

The projected decline

in India’s exports to

petrol and diesel

Yarty in 2023-24

Gaza Strip

In 2. There will be no change in retall
2 prices as the increase will be

adjusted against the price cut that
was warranted because of falling
International oll prices. The excise duty on
petrol was hiked to 213 per litre and on
diesel to 210 a litre, an official order
showed. ot

In T crore, The

2 234 BUP recetved the

, highest amount
in large donations among national parties
in FY2023-24, according to a report by poll
rights body the Assoclation for Democratic
Reforms. BJP's declared donations alone
accounted for B8% of the total. v

In per cent. Israel has
dramatically expanded its

since relaunching its war last month. The
largest contiguous area the army controls
Is around the Gaza border, where the
military has razed Palestinian homes,
farmland and infrastructure. »n

Chennai Press Club

the US. in 2025

footprint in the Gaza Strip

In T crore, Tamil Nadu's
Deputy Chief Minister

announced assistance on behalf of the
State govemment to the Chennal Press
Club to Improve Iits Infrastructure. He
announced this when he was presiding
over an event on Sunday.

Udhayanidhi Stalin has

in $ billion, India's
merchandise exports

to the U.S. from sectors

such as gold, electrical, and electronics are
expected to decline by $5.76 billion this
year due to Increased American dutles,
according to think tank GTRL

COMPILED BY THE HINOU DATA TEAM

FULL CONTEXT

DT, Achary

he issue of readjustment of Lok

Sabha seats in the context of

the new Census is being hotly

debated in the country. In fact,
it is being wrongly referred to as
delimitation in all public debates.

Delimitation is the act of fixing or

refixing the boundaries of constituencies.
This is done by the Delimitation
Commission only after the Census is
taken, Under Article 82 of the
Constitution, on the completion of each
Census, the seats in the Lok Sabha are
required to be readjusted so as to reflect
the increased population in the number
of seats. The present strength of the Lok
Sabha was fixed on the basis of the
decennial Census figures of 1971, The total
population of India in 1971 was around
54.79 crore which is estimated to have
gone up to 141 crore as of March 2025,
Thus, during the past 50 years there has
been a phenomenal increase in India’s
population, This has not reflected in the
strength of the Lok Sabha, as the number
of seats have been frozen at the
population level of 1971 till 2026, through
an amendment of the Constitution.

Various formulae

The most important point to remember is
that much of the increase in the
population of the country was due to the
failure of some of the major States in the
north, such as Uttar Pradesh and Bihar, in
implementing the national policy on
population control. The result is an
abnormal increase in the population of
these States. For example, the population
of Uttar Pradesh in 1971, was a little over
8.38 crore which is estimated to have
gone up to 24.1 crore in 2025, Similarly,
the population of Bihar 4.21 crore in
1971, which has probably reached 13.1
crore in 2025, The idea behind not raising
the strength of the Lok Sabha till 2026
was to give time to the States, which were
registering huge increases in population,
to stabilise it so that the readjustment of
seats would not create a serious
imbalance between States in southern
and northern India.

‘The southern States could implement
the population program successfully and
arrest the growth in population. In 1971,
the ratio between the number of Lok
Sabha seats allotted to a State and its
population was almost the same for all
the States, Thus, in all major States the
population base was 10 lakh for a Lok
Sabha constituency. However, the picture
has now changed drastically. If the
formula contained in Article 81 is followed
now, it will create a huge divergence in
the number of seats between the
northern States and southern States, For
example, for a population of 24 crore,
Uttar Pradesh will be entitled to 240 seats
which will be a threefold increase from
the present 80 seats, Whereas a State like
Kerala, will only get 36 seats in place of
the 20 seats at present as its population is
estimated to have increased by only 68%
over the past 50 years. If on the other
hand, the population to seat ratio is
changed to 15 lakh per constituency, Uttar
Pradesh will get 160 seats in place of 80,
whereas Kerala may get only a few seats
maore than the present 20 seats,
Incidentally, Kerala is being cited as an
example because it has registered the
lowest growth in population amaong all
major States.

There is another calculation which
produces interesting results. The
population of the country in 1952, was 372

« »
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A case for a fair seat allocation

Article 1 of the Constitution proclaims that India shall be a Union of States. The term Union implies that the arrangement or rearrangement of the component units should be
on the basis of equity. There are serious apprehensions in the south on the question of readjustment of seats in the Lok Sabha

L

million (37.2 crore) and the total number
of Lok Sabha seats was 489, This works
out to an average of 7.6 lakh people in a
partiamentary constituency. In 1971, the
population was 54.8 crore and the total
number of Lok Sabha seats was raised to
543 which works out to one million (10
lakh) people in a constituency. The
readjustment of seats was done as per the
mandate of Article 82 of the Constitution
which will have to be repeated after 2026,
Assuming that the strength of the Lok
Sabha is going to be raised from the
present 543 to 800 (the capacity of the
Lok Sabha chamber in the new
Parliament is reported to be above 800),
the average population of a parliamentary
constituency will be nearly 18 lakh. If this
figure is taken as the population base of a
constituency for readjustment, then
Kerala may retain the same number of
seats, Tamil Nadu will gain a mere four
seats where as Uttar Pradesh will gain as
much as 54 seats,

Rewarding incompetence

There are serious apprehensions in the
south on the question of readjustment of
seats in the Lok Sabha, Although the
Union Government has remained silent
on it so far, unofficial discussions on
certain formula are reportedly being held
in some quarters. The State of Tamil
Nadu, under the leadership of Chief
Minister M.K. Stalin, has powerfully
articulated the fears of the States in the
southern region about losing political
importance in the event of a readjustment
of seats in the Lok Sabha. The recent
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Putting up a fight: Tamil Nadu Chief Minister MK, Stalin addresses the Joint Action Committee meeting for Falr Delimitation, in Chennal on March 22. ane

conclave of southern Chief Ministers and
other political leaders, including the Chief
Minister of Punjab, held in Chennai is a
pointer to the possibility of this issue
becoming a major rallying point for
southern States. Therefore, there is an
urgent need to devise a rational formula
for the readjustment of seats in Lok
Sabha.

Articles 81 and 82 clearly show that
readjustment of seats is done solely on
the basis of population. So, a solution to
this vexed problem can be found on the
basis of what population base can be
accepted for readjusting seats, The
problem has arisen because of the huge
increase of population in a lange number
of States due to the non-implementation
of family planning programs. Equity
demands that States which failed to

which give them great political advantage.

Ideal solution

In these circumstances, a fair formula for
readjustment of seats would be to take the
State which has registered the lowest
increase in population as the template.
Figures show that Kerala is the State in the
south which has registered the lowest
growth in population since 1971. The
population of Kerala was 2.14 crore in
1971, which is estimated to have gone up
to 3.6 crore in 2025 which is an increase
of 68%. This can be considered a
reasonable growth in population for the
last 50 years. So a 68% step-up in the
number of seats in all States can be a

ble basis for read| This
will, on the one hand, maintain the
present equation amony the States in
terms of seats and on the other obviate
the need to abnormally raise the number
of seats in the States which are remiss in
controlling the population. So, under this
formula, Uttar Pradesh will get 134 seats,
Kerala 34 and Tamil Nadu around 66
seats. This way the present equation
among States in terms of seats will remain
unchanged. A 68% step-up in seats will
raise the total number of seats in the Lok
Sabha to 912,

Of course, this formula will make
Article B1(2)a), which says that the ratio
between the number of seats and the
population of a State shall be the same for
all the States, irrelevant, In fact, it had
become irrelevant long back - a formula
that was laid down in 1950 will cause
serious injustice in 2026, The allocation of
seats in the Lok Sabha is not a political
issue - it needs to be done on the basis of
the constitutional principle of equity. It is
bound with the bargaining power of the
federating units or groups of such units
situated in various geographical regions.
A sensitive approach is necessary to deal
with this issue. Article 1 of the
Constitution proclaims that India shall be
a Union of States. The term Union implies
that the arrangement of the component
units should be on the basis of equity in
terms of its share in Parliament. We
should try to live up to the implications of
this constitutional scheme.

P.D.T. Achary is Former Secretary
General of the Lok Sabha.
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Delimitation s the act of fixing
or reflxing the boundares of
constituencies. This s done by
the Delimitation Commission
only after the Census Is taken,

v

The State of Tamil Nadu, under
the leadership of Chief Minister
MK, Stalin, has powerfully
articulated the fears of the
States In the southern reglon
about losing political
Impartance In the event of a
readjustment of seats in the
Lok Sabha

-

In these drcumstances, a fair
formula for readjustment of
seats would be to take the
State which has registered the
lowest Increase In population
as the template, Figures show
that Kerala |s the State in the
south which has registered the
lowest growth in population
since 1971



INDIAN EXPRESS 1S NOT AN
INDUSTRY. IT IS A MISSION.

- Ramnath Goenka

TRUMP TARIFFS PUSH
COUNTRIES TO MAKE
STRANGE BEDFELLOWS

HE world Is undenlably in an era of self: hnlp. when
lons must iner ly fend for th . US
President Donald Trump's tariffs have transformed
lobal trade Into a geopolitical battleground, disrupt-
ing supply chains and reshaping alliances. Interna-
tional trade plays a erucial role in shaping global relations,
In response to Trump's tarlfls, the EU Is preparing coun-
termeasures on $28 billion of US Imports ranging from
dental floss to diamonds, This aligns the EU with China
and Canada in escalating the global trade war. American
trade policy—a key element of its foreign policy once cen-
tred on long-term economic planning—has shifted to
short-term leverage via tariffs, export controls and turn-
Ing sectors such as semiconductors and rare earths into
power tools to be used against both friends and foes,
China has responded with a 34 percent tariff on US im-
ports to match Trump's levy on Chinese goods, As Beljing

TUESDAY

VER since August 5, 204—when
Sheikh Hasina was overthrown
by a turbulent coup in the
stroots, with the Bangladesh
Army looking on—it has been
evident from the flow of events
that Pakistan's hand was be-
hind it. Since then, I have not been alone
in often saying that Pakistan never left
Dhaka—not in 1971, not ever. It remained
d in Banaladesh in
ways, cultivating its interests among radi-
cals, various political parties, the army
and even intellectuals,

THll Hasina ruled, there was no question
of n Pakistani upper hand. In August 2024,
the situation was created with the conniv-
ance of external elements, with Muham-
mad Yunus, a supposed liberal, leading the
hu" ick to bring about the meltdown, Perhups

ina erved in her dictatorial ways; per-
haps she should have had her finger on the
pulse of the nation. That is important, but
currently insignificant.

Since that event, Yunus, who parachut-
od back from the US to his homeland to be
chief advisor to the interim government,
has never been in favour of Indin in any of
his utterances. Prior to the {llegal change
of government, Yunus's oft-expressed
views nover really targeted India, He spoke
in favour of reglonal cooperation and con-
nectivity between Bangladesh and India,
soeing it as 0 mutual benedit for both. He
often amphnluvd the kmy oo of trade,
ties, nnd collaboratively resoly-

positions itself as an alternative to US-led globalisation, it
highlights the transformation of global political dynamics,
too. Many Southeast Aslan countries that are largely de-
pendent on China for thelr manufacturing prowess are
caught in this geopolitical crossfive. In the Asia-Pacific,
countries such as South Korea and Japan, heavily reliant
on exports to the US, are now foreed to reassess thelr trade
strategles and seek to reduce dependence on the US while
exploring practical ties with China, More and more coun-
tries are reallsing that the rules-based international trade
system that once governed global economies Is eroding.
This shift compels nations to rethink thelr trade relation-
ships and political alignments, while reglonal cooperation
and shorter supply chains become more critical for eco-
nomic stabllity and national security

For India, this geopolitical shift presents both a chal-
lenge and an opportunity. It must adopt a flexible stratogy,
using its inherent political agility to align with the camp
that best serves its interests, attract global companies
through competitive sourcing and value addition, and ex-
plore new export destinations arising from the ongolng

litical By fi ing on r 1 partner-

ships, technologleal autonomy and securing supply chains
closer home, Indla can strengthen its position in the global
manufacturing ecosystem, though such an effort takes
time. The approach will not only help mitigate risks from
global trade wars, but also ensure long-term economic re-
sillence in a world Incr ned by self-| and
Trumplan disruptions,

DHONI SHOULD REASSESS
HIS FORMAND FUTURE

HE Chennal Super Kings' match against Delhi Capl-

tals on Saturday had a couple of special guests in

attendance. With M S Dhonl playing, his wife Sakshi

and daughter Ziva watching from the stands 1s a com-

mon sight. But this weekend, Dhonl's parents made
a rare appearance at the M A Chidambaram stadium. It led
to speculation on the former Indla and CSK skipper's retive-
ment from the IPL, which was later put to rest by the Tamil
Nadu Cricket Assoclation,

Dhoni himself cleared the alr during a podceast: “It is one
yoar at a time for me. [ am 43 now and, by the end of this
IPL season, will be 44, So I have 10 months to decide wheth-
or I want to play one more year" Thala, as he is affection-
ately called in Tamil, might be clear about his future, but
his performance with the bat has ralsed a few eyebrows. It
Is always polgnant to watch a star lose his touch. With age,
the limbs feel heavier, the reflexes slow and movement be-
comes laboured. And Dhonl is visibly struggling. The aura,
oo, seems to be waning, It was evident when die-hard fans
sporting yellow CSK jerseys started making thelr way to-
wards the gates even while Dhoni was at the crease on Sat-
urday The same fans had cheered when a wicket of their
own team had fallen—so that they could see Dhoni bat, even
Af for a few balls. The team's fortunes are dipping, too, CSK
lost to Royal Challengers Bengaluru at home for the first
time since 2008, DC added to thelr woes by winning thelr
first match against CSK at Chepauk since 2010,

Whatever the reasons, there has been a slight loss of falth
in the man they worship, Dhoni, the brand, is huge—none,
from the franchise to the broadeasters, would want him to
rotire just yot. He is still the biggest crowd-puller who can
1ift the energy in a stadium. But in sports, this fanaticism is
tied with a very thin thread to the player's performance and
his effect on the game's outcome, As of now, both seem to be
not favouring the great Thala, Success or brand vnhw" Por-

the

Ing regional issues, Now Yunus has made
it n point to be unpleasant towards India
in the post-August 5 configuration. He has
also found time to ru romarks against
his béte nodre on India's linkages with his
country's original ‘first family’,

It's In this context that Yunus's recent
statement in China has drawn intense
flak in India, The exact stutement, as
quoted in the media, was, “India’s north-
onst is cumplmnly landlocked, and its ac-

EDITORIAL

BENGALURU

) This s the age of coercive diplomacy, when
. q{ ( the projection of forces in intimidatory,
deterrent and defensive roles has becomean PV
inextricable aspect of international relations  fwo

The Bangladesh chief advisor's mention of the strategically
sensitive Siligurl Corridor In China justifiably worrles India.
Muhammad Yunus seems to be playing Pak's hand against India

YUNUS CHOKES
THE CHICKEN’S
NECK IN BEIJING

QI

LT GEN SYED
ATA HASNAIN (RETD)

-

thing is obvious—the fact that Yunus has
chosen to use words and oceasions that

oess to the ocean i
by Bangladesh. The Siliguri Corridor is
the only route that connects the north.
east with the rest of India, and this con-
nection passes through Bangladesh."”

I and

Do 1find anything wrong in the physi-
cal description of India’s northeast given
by Yunus? None whatsoever. But [ find
everything wrong with the context in

T

Ferrrws Commandes, Siinagee-dined 15 Conn.
[hanertbon Convtval Urdvessity of Nastorm

RN 3

Chinese have a doep interest in the Bay of
Bengal and do not get optimum cholces,
The China-Myanmar Economic Corri-
dor forms a part of the Belt and Road Ini-
tiative. It connects China's Yunnan prov-
ince to Mynnmar and provides China with
access to the Indisn Ocean via Bay of Ben-

Bengal, However, in a ridiculous cholee of
words and ctives, he touched upon In-
dia's sensitivity—the Siliguri Cor

The Siliguri Corridor, often called the
‘Chicken's Neck', is & narrow stretch of
land in the state of West Bengal that con-
nects mainland India to its northeastern
states, It is n.‘nzlon of \mmuga strategic

Impor m
i and security implications. 1t is bordered
by Nepal, Bhutan and Bangladesh, and is
very close to the Chinese border at Tibet.
This makes it vulnerable to external
threats, particularly from China, which
claims parts of Arunnchal Pradesh,

The corridor is near Doklam, where In-
dia and China had a 72-day- lonf military
standofl in 2017, Any conflict in this re-
glon could cut off India’s northeast, The
corridor is home to !mrorunt radlway
lines, highways and oil pipelines that sus-
tain the economy of the northeast and of
India too. Thus, was Yunus's deliberately-
craftod statoment n reminder to China and
others of India’s vulnerability, and the
force multiplication effect that Bangla-
dnlh‘lhnfdnumﬂwl‘l lnnwuldhnwlbr

Indesh strategic ad
'I'M- I8 how nutions often projoct the worlh
of thelr geostrategie characteristios,
l| is apparent that Bangladesh is not
1t s abetted and ndvised by the Pa-
kluum s Inter-Services Intelligence (IS,
which is g'b\-lm'ni)./ licking its lips at the

tage being exploited, In the past six
months, the ISI has gone to quite an ex-
tent to make known its interest. Visits by
senjor ISI officlals with specific forays to
arens of strategic significance were a
way of conveying interest, It now seems
1o have gone beyond, with transiation of
the same into words uttered by none oth-
er than Bangladesh’s chief advisor.
Yunus is warming up to Pakistan be-
cause he probably perceives that the Pa-
kistanis vmuld bu his best bet in the fight
for survival, which may come faster than
anyone thinks, The radical elements are
already proliferating, but Yunus knows
that his survival depends on the creation
of an antl-minority sentiment and a pa-

During such a high-level meeting in Chi-  which Yunul offered this description pl 'iwernl ncll enhance the China-  thetically skewed sense of Bangla na-

na, Yunus urged Beljing to an  and its foll as per his y without all of which will militate
i foothold in by lev.  p P Thlu cannot be treated as o bolnuermluy rlof the BRI, Yet, there  against Indla.

ernging the latter's ition as I8 no link to or through it to India’s response has indeed been ma-

the “only guardian of the ocean” for the
“landlocked” northeastern region,

The provoeation through this state.
ment perhaps surpasses that generated
by Hasina's overthrow. To many, this may
be construed as a direct slur towards In-
din's sovereignty and national security
The interpretations can be many, but one

Obviously Yunus and the Chinese offi-
cllh Initially led by President Xi Jinping,
iscussions that underscore a con-
wmd effort to deepen the strategic part-
mnh!p hutwn lhluladmh and Chlnn

The Bangladesh - India-Myanmar-China
corridor is a geopolitical disaster; loav

Bangladesh with no land link to the Chi-
nese mainland, It appears obvious that Yu-
nus, in his naivetd, was trying to draw the

glonal llnblllly and collaborative lnn‘u
structure projects. Yunus knows that the

of the Chinese !o the Mlblllty

China link

of
offset Indh' domination of the Bay uf

FOCUS ON STUDENT OUTCOMES
WHILE DEBATING NEP 2020

NY discussion on the National
Education Policy (NEP) 2020
should go beyond partisan dual-
isms, Let us debate it for ity ef-
fectiveness in expanding stu-
dent rpor(unlllel
strengthening academic insti-
tutions and preparing the youth for the
future. Critical engagement with NEP
provisions is necessary, rather than dis-
missing them through critiques,

The draft UGC guidelines of 2025 seek
greater trans cy In the selection of
academic lnu;\ ensuring they are cho-
sen on qualifications and strategie vision,
The role ol governors as chancellors bs not
new Many states have upheld this strue-
ture for decades. The draft 2025

O

and Accreditation Council (NAAC) and Na-
tional Testing Agency (NTA) need improve-
ment, No system is flawless. The NAAC Is
moving toward a more nt, tech:
nology-<driven and outcome-based frame-
work. The goal is to

O

Formes Chasnman, LOC and
Torme Vice Orancebor, INU

has fixed it after taking public feedback,
proving it's responsive to suggestions,

The claim that faculty appointments are
dictated by ideological affinity s not true.
UGC has frequently emphasised through
its that the selection p

and ntial irregularitios. Similarly, ln

of dismissing the NTA as inept, et us
reform and nnnulhan it to conduct oxams
I chal-

refine khnpmcm by Immdm:lnunmnd

lenges und vulnerubilitios, NAAC and NTA

ardised provent ad

hnc appointments. Tholc 'uldnllnu Mn

a clear framework within which universi-
thes can function effectively
N'I'J’lmdnumduumhnnm twEdu-
cation Act. Instend, it bullds upon its provi-
slons to improve quality and lccnn The
{dea of forming pol complexes is
bal best practice, Smaller schools un be
rt of a larger network, ensuring that in-
tructure and teaching resources are
shared for better educational outcomes,
The claim that 89,441 public schools have
been closed due to NEP 2020 is misleading.
Several state governments have undertak-
en school consolidation as an administra-
tive measure over the years to improve of-
ficlency. The increased budget allocations
for Samagra Shiksha Abhlyan and PM
SHRI schools is n clear commitment to in-

haps it's time to

FORTHE RULE OF LAW

HE Supreme Court has upbraided Uttar Pradesh police for
Tﬂllm criminal charges in what it called a civil dispute re-

garding an allegation of unreturned loan, Preskding over a
three-judge bench, Chief Justice Sanjlv Khanna noted it has
been happening repeatedly and called It “an absolute break-
down of the rule of law”, The court held this was in breach of
clear instructions given in last year's Sharlf Ahmad case. Last
year, the Allahabad High Court also beld that the state police
were filing charges indiscriminately, without due diligence,
This should not be about the higher judiclary versus the execu-
tive, Where would the rule of law go if the police continue flout-
Ing it, especially in the country’s most populous state?

in public ed

It is, therefore, incorrect w suggost the
NEP 2000 s forcing poor students into pri-
vite institutions, Let us not reduce the role
of private education to a binury argument
of public versus private—it is about coex-
istence, where both systems are strength.

!ho Radhakrishnan Committee.

Discussions on education policies
must rise above partisan politics,
The goal behind the new policy

Is to introduce a transparent,
technology-driven and outcome-
based framework. No system Is
flawless and NCERT has shown it's
open to changing course

Suplnx the nation's }\num through edu-

in higher education institutes are
ent and structured. Our institutions con-
tinue to attract accompl and
deliver world-class research, confirming
academic integrity remains a top priority
NEP 2020 aims to promote s multi-discl-
plinary ecosystem, globul best practices,
outcome-based education, skill devel
ment, industry collaborations, education in
lho Indlan lunlum mudtum and establ lnh

mnmmt Our udncmlnn system should not
remain detached from the challenges we
face as a nathon, Since the launch of NEP
2020, there have boen visible improvements
in our ed The PM SHRI
which underlines the public service ethos,
is an example of providing high-quality
learning environments in government
schools. We want to ensure government
schools evolve into contres of excellence
rather than remaining afterthoughts,
There is no question of undermining
state autonomy vohmn 0» caup!ry adopts &

loar
fuculty seloction and quality standards, In-
stond, it ensures consistency and better mo-
bility for students across institutions na-
tionwide.The expansion of public
Institutions (I1Ts, AIIMS, central universi-
thow), Internships (PM m-rmhlp scheme)
and akd (Vidynlax-

rative of ideoclogical | |

ened to serve different neods,

Introducing the Higher Education Fi-
nlncln%Almcy (HEFA) Is not n withdraw-
al of public funding from higher education.
Hl‘.h\ can provide access to capital other
than government grants. HEIs can manage
ropayment without imposing an undue bur-
den on students as its financing model has
Jong-term nt plans and low interest
rates, The claim that between 78 and 100
percent of these loans are being repaid
through student foes ks mimpnﬂml fon.

The Na-
tional Council of Educational Research
and Training (NCERT) has repeatodly clar
ifled thit textbooks were revised to stream-
line content, eliminate redundancy and
make learning more engaging. There is
precedence to such updates.

Historical events such as Mahatma Gan-
dhi's assassination or the Mughal rule are
not being erased. Students continue to en-
gage with such toples in a nuanced and

N te munnet: Concerns regard-
inu removing the Preamble to the lndu\n

We all agree the are disp . The NCERT
THENEW INDIAN EXPRESS
L Edtor Samtwana Bhattacharys

mi) refloct an effort to ensure that afforda-
bility remains central to NEP 2020, Any
assertion that commercialisation has com-
promised acoess to education is o failure to
soe the nuances of the reforms,

Lot the country assess the unzlble im-
pacts of the ongoing educational reforms
through the lens of student outoomes. Our
students deserve a future-ready education
system, Ultimately, our discussions must
rise nbove polemics and focus on efforts to
Improve equity, accessibility and quality.
Lat us not resist reforms to preserve out
dated structures. (Views are personal)

ot o, 2A,

Area, 4th Phase, Survey No. 46, Part Yarandshalll Vilage, 4

ture all through the developments of the
Inst few months, Let us hope the meeting
of Prime Minister Narendra Mod| with
Yunus at the BIMSTEC summit brings a
much-needed turn to the flow of Indo-
Bangladesh relations.
(Views are personal)
(atahasnainagmail.com)
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People's interest

Ref: Livelihoods, public mterest must matter
for bike tax) futeve (Apt 7). The editorial Is
both apt and timely. The government should
prioritise wsers' iterests and the livellhoods
of bike riders, rather than solely focusing on
legal perspectives. It's essential to explore
humane solutions that address legal conterns
while considering the impact on prople’s lives,

Startup strategles

Het: Startups need course change for tech
focws (Ape 7). Research and development
activities often take after startups have
ralsed funds from Investors. This Is clearly o
flawed approach, If startups adopt Western
models, they must be tatlored o local
practices. Most importantly, all activities

showld uphold Investor trust from the outset.
“&MM

Lanka ties

Ret: Beach mistrust, ralse sails for a fresh
Dilateral (Ape 7). The column rightly states
that politics has no permanent friends of
foes, As o small Istand nation, Sri Lanka must
recognise Its strengths and limitations, A
significant portion of Its tour|sm revenve
comes from lndia,

Juikishan N,

Buddha's revolt

Ret: Why Buddhism faded i the land of its
birth (Apr 7). The author has dispelled the
myth that Hindutsm drove Buddhism away.
While shared philosophies exist, Hindulsm
Is o vast religion encompassing a wide
range of Ideals. It Is Buddhism's inflexsbility
that contributed to its decline. However,
Buddhism's rise as a revolt against castelsm
deserves recognition and appreciation,

P Prema, Thanjavur

CPM loadership

Ref: Baby (s new CPM boss (Apr 7). With West
Bengal and Tripura lest, Kerala remains the
party’s sole stronghold. To rescue the (PI{M)
from decline, Baby faces o Herculean tosk.
While he Is the de jure leades, Kerala (M
Pinasayt ¥ijayan holds de facto power.
Veerakumaran Thampl, Pattom

Yogi's role
Ref: Yogi junks PM ambition talks, says
politics not full-thme job (Apr 2). Uttar
Pradesh Chief Minister Yog! Adityanath has
dismissed speculations about him in the PN's
role, stating be |5 primaily  yogi and politics
150't his full-time otcupation, However, 8
hemit is never seen indulging In politics, even
part-time, o enjoying the comforts that his

sition affordsan cinematic history.

§ Fernando, Chennal
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Awash in red

Markets are on a crash course but have ridden out such
storms earlier too, so investors need to be patient

AMIR ARORA, FOUNDER of Helios Capital Management, was

bang on when he said on Thursday — a day after Trump's recip-

rocal tariff bombshell on April 2 — that the day’s“market behav-

fouris abit suspicious, not tobe trusted”. His response had come

in the backdrop of a modest fall in the benchmark indices on that day,
leading many to say it signalled that India was in a relatively better posi-

lkm than other nations as far as the tariff blow is concerned. The fond
d short-lived, with Indi rket indices witnessing a blood-

balh on Monday, with the Nifty now down 17% from its peak and is less
than 1,000 points away from officlally entering the bear market territory.

Both benchmarks posted their worst single-day decline since June 4,

2024.Volatility hit the roof, as NSE's India VIX index jumped a record

65.63% to close at 22.79 — the highest closing since june 4,2024.

Indian equities, of course, mirrored the sharp declines across global

markets The Nasdaq has already officlally entered a bear market — down

around 23% from its Dtcember highs, The Dow isn't far behind, trailing

UR STREETS HAVE
always been crowded
with combustion engine
vehicles with visible
fumes, many of them
long past expiry dates, Of late,what has
been debated in boardrooms and poli-
cymakzu chambers Is ﬂmlly ﬂndlng
solid traction on Indian

© NASCENT REVOLUTION
POLICY PUSH, INDUSTRY AWAKENING, TECH ADVANCES IN PLACE; WHAT REMAINS IS TEST OF EXECUTION

EV needs more than hype

M MUNEER
TONY AUGUSTINE

Respectively Fortune-500 advisor, start-vp
imvestor, and co-founder, Medici institute for
Innovation, & VE-partnerships, Nunam
Tachnalogies

olution is underway with the urly
adopters of electric vehicles (EVs). But
will this hype, as promoted by top
bureaucrats and leaders, last? Beyond
the grandiose commitments to sus-

witha 15% slide.Asi: kets sank and Ei crashed and self lency, the
to a 16-month-low, Some investors liken the market turmoll to*Black g lon isIndiatruly prepa
Monday” — the largest single-day drop in Dow Jones history, when the or this tectonic shift?

Indeed, the shift has been long over-

index crashed 23% in October 1987 amid persistent trade and budget
deficits in the US, Echoes of that panic are surfacing again, underscoring
the rising global uncertainty.

The biggest problem is no one seems to have a clear sense of how this
turbulence will unfold as there are so many moving parts. Investor anxi-
etyand the threat of further losses across asset classes remain high after
China retaliated with its own tariffs on Friday. That adds to risks of a
broader trade war and tit- for-tat measures | that may roil supply chains

icgrowth. Ital selling by global
funds who havulmdypulled $14 billion from lndhn marlteu thisyear.
US President Donald Trump's aggressive
parisons to the 1930 Smoot- Hawley Tariff Act, whkhmnzncd the Great
D by sparking retaliatory tariffs world

The echoes of history are not lost on economists. Many warn that
Trump's plan could backfire, sparking a global trade war with

due. Most major cities have been

ity dream requires ‘mul alignment of

Ather Energy are trying to bulld charging
stations ngﬁdly across highways and
cities. Yet, the network is still sparse at

uy.‘t'hz public, and
Many Indian and global auto com-

22,000 Most y
arange of 250- 300 km/charge, withsome

panies have aggressively pursued EV premium models pushing the boundary
policies. Now, even Tesla is betting big L h !
ding that some of in a few,

on Inda,
lh! Enmpun and US markets are cut-

ly under the poll cloud,

EVs.In 2024, 0ver 1.4 mil-

with toxic levels beyond safety norms,
The data is staggering, Delhi gives non-

Hion EVs id in India,

India cannot afford to

@ BETTING ON Al

Union minister for electronics & IT Ashwini Vaishnaw

My interaction with education, healthcare, and
industrial organisations shows that people are
adapting Al in a very big way for multiple uses...
we will be able to get the most productive
advantage out of this Al revolution

stood at an astronomical §1000/kilo-

watt-hour (kWh). Today, they hover

around $100/kWh, and industry fore-

casts predict a further drop. Once that

happens, EVswill reach price paritywith
b

{4
vehicles, removing one of the final bar-
riers toadoption, However,according to
one oligarch, a secret government doc-
ument says lndh cannot be cost-com-
petitive in battery manufacturing —
that leaves more question marks.
Another concern that persists for
buyers Is resale value, Unlike conven-
tional cars, an EV's fate is linked to its
battery health, Currently, used EV bat-
teries almost get treated as scrap. This
devaluation casts a long shadow over
Buta nascent revo-

building roads after airports are built —

a penclrnlon n{ 5.60b, The three-

¢ stations cannot be an after-
thought. This should be approached like

effects on growth. Major financial are growing inc gl
concerned. JPN has raised i bability of a global ion from
40% to 609%. Goldman Sachs followed suit, revillng its estimate from
20% to 35%. The aggressive tariff policy is raising costs for manufactur-
ers and alike, and ists warn this could trigger infla-
tion without cortesponding growth — a classic case of stagflation.

All this is bound to affect India. Monday's sectoral losses highlight the
breadth of investor, anxlety pammhrlydver Indla’s global linkages which
are l'adng fal di rom retal "ade While
there is obviously ad id rlskto FY26 ic growth, the impact
will be more pmnounc:d through the indirect channel of weaker corpo-
rate confidence, which will dent the risk appetite and further defer the
capex cycle. Listed Indian are likely to see gs and valu-
ations come under increasing pressure. No wonder, data suggests fresh
short positions being built as stock traders brace for further declines.
However, investors should not panic as Indian markets have seen many
such cycles and rebounded aftera short-term pain,

Vietnam should have
seen this tariff hit coming

THE IMPC R
reactions, pofth themore
sanitised responses from tmﬂn« partners. To their Rrut disappointment,
Washington's friends haven't been spned.mn those with whom it trades on very

Th 1 President nonaldmmum which

f agl

Inth £ let's ¢
pathy. Vietnam ought to be near the top of the condolence list. It came hte tothe
Southeast Asian export machine, but became one of the world’s fastest-growing
economibes, and ties with the US have steadily warmed since the American-backed
regime in the South fell to Communist forces 50 years ago, While still poor relative
to Singapore, Malaysia, and Thailand, Vietnam’s leaders adopted large parts of the

P P dpresite, B

4 . When th o late China. th .

became a popular destination for manufacturing gt:nn wanting an lnuxpmlm
location and a skilled labour force. ltmadalllngdﬂu"chlm MmOm ‘crowd.
as a result, ofte
That label can’ tbe plied h came consid-
erable danger. The charges levelled at China in pfloryunbepnmxcumuh(rﬂu

winner.

statewasopague Inludednlon -making,and mﬂmnﬂh«
economy maney.
The lwyo“ﬁ%waumngmel st handed down
by Trump during the “Liberation Day" ceremony at the
White House. There's tragedy here. The penalties will deal a
heavy blow to the Vietnamese economy as a whole, and to
the mlddle class aspirations of mllllam lmny Isalso pre-

lution is unfolding in battery repurpos-
Ing. A few start-ups are ploneering ways
to assess and extend battery life, repur-

smokers the equivalent of smoking as telecom in the 2000s, when g forenergy storage sy "
many as 20 cigarettes a day. A compre- 50% uhpﬂon nt! which the fear was signal loss 'The battery should be made to “sweat”
hensive study by IQAir over five years isa clearsign of EVs'viabil- m bvvm and an absence of tower for an extended time with repurposing
has found the top 10 most polluted ity for urban mobility. 2 network. The solution before it goes as scrap. In the US and
cities across the world in India — a 3 ptical about  must be as sweepingand  Europe, there are specialists who repur-
shocking report on the state of affairs, Is a challenge in any trans- ﬂlﬂ range per decisive as the expansion pose and enhance the residual value of
includ hecked The After the initial charge, and are of cell towers once was. EVs.The industry should create a struc-
impact on economy Is worse — over surge of adoption, things anxious about And it must be clean. If d mark i
75% of India’s crude oll s importedwith  slowed down towards late EVs are charged using fos- improve the lifetime value of EVs.
precious foreign reserves. Why the poli- 2023 The diffusion of inno- their EV stalling sil fuel-generated electric- The signs are pwmhlng. TM gears
cymakers have decided to drive electric ~ vation follows a well-docu- during a trip ity,then it isdouble stan-  ar But the road
mobility aggressively is based on the = mented curve. As of now, dard, a mere shifting of = long and wlndlng Tesla’s renewed
reality that the P India stands at the chasm emissions from ullpl pes interest in Indla is no mere coincidence;
by clean energy, COP ornot. divid, rly i it Is a calculated move, a nod to the
The government has crafted its pol- majority. The p the lohr powered chargh fth in
icy with and yday king  stations,a differentiation that couldbe | the world's largest democracy. The
the to k for y ds d d tmou'ﬂl lower GST rates on rl«u are in place — the policy push, the
the adaption of electric vehicles (EVs). g d - clean t the g 's ndustry’s g and the techno-
Goods and services tax (GST) exemp- they demand certitude. h by I |l-ﬂ|n| ts. What remains is

tions, reduced registration charges,

p linked
sthemu ~ thelist of incentives is long.

And certitude remains elusive. Most
buyers are sceptical about the range per
charge,and areanxious about the vehicle

P lolarenuf p
hn dxwﬁalled seamlessly with this

¥
tem that is green and loully;’rodu:ed.
But, incentives alone haven't bulilt

Iling during a trip, far from a charging
station. It isapparent that infrastructure is
the Achilles” heel in the electric mobility
journey. Both government and private
players like Tata Power, Reliance, and

The umnxgrut frontierls m:l For
alltheirlong-term savings, !Vl demand

the test of execution, which, of course,
is India's bane.

TheEV isabout

ahigher lnllhl

for the pri But
change is on the horizon, Battery tech-
nology, the single largest cost compo-
nent of an EV, is advancing and is on a
steep decline, In 2010, battery prices

energy indep e,and
blic health. It's also about

the air, the roads, and the future, How

swiftly and seamlessly can India make

the transformation?

Reduce risk as much as you can

We will remain in a high volatility downward

JAMAL MECKLAI

spiral in equities until such time as the

CEO, MeckiaiFinancial Trump show is soundly thrashed
www.mecklai.com
(MAGA) mean a strong low {; ul bed.*Alittlebitof  servatism® This set believes that

IT IS A mathematical identity that a
country’s current account deficit is
simply a reflection of the difference
between what a country invests/con-
sumes and saves. In other words, irre-
spective of tariffs, until the US saves
more and/t less,the

prices at the supermarket, and hlgh
paying jobs everywhere you turn?
Many Americans have already
started protesting the tariffs, the job
cuts,and, indeed, at

pain before we get the greatest econ-
omy the world has ever seen” or some
such. What is worse is that Trump had
threatened to double the tariffs if. any-

one and itis

country will continue to run a current
account deficit, much of which consists
of the deficit on trade. In an elegant
colncidence evidencing this, the US
current account deficit widened to a
record $1.13 trillion in 2024, while US
credit card debt outstanding in Decem-
ber 2024 increased to a record §1.21
trillion. The nature of modern America
Is to buy now and think about how to
forit later — the nunm of spend-
ng more than

Trump’s p enemies. The pure-
MAGA crowd is still riding high, of
course — Far News is triumphant — but
cracks are beginning to show amongst
“normal” Republicans.

The Wall Street

the US has run a lradedenm vlnually
every year since 1971, which marked
thestart of the era of floati

rates and the power of the market,

Tell all that to Donald Trump, who
has slapped horrendous tariffs on vir-
tually every trading partner, demand-
ing that the US trade deficit be brought

we will see some such action next week.
It seems clear that there's no turn-
ing back — even if Trump were to
relent on tariffs, the market will not
believe he won't impose
them again. Frighten

crowd is In shock run- As the market ingly,a recent article in
ning for cover from the continues to tank, the Financial Times
worst equity collapse in - inflation starts to rise,  (The philosophy behind
decades — the NASDAQ Trump's Dark Enlight-
is already down more m will feel enment, March 26,
than 20% defiition of increasing pain and the  025) tries to explain
and the willstartto the  philosophical

Dow is clon (down underpinnings behind
17 59%). With Dow 'wet.mdonl Iy"::weh the MAGA movement
d than acase ngs developed by two intel-

1,000 points (another  possibly calm down lectuals (Curtis Yarvin

3404) before the US
market opened on Mon-
day, there is widespread alarm in mar-
kets, with some analysts even pointing
to Black Mondayin October 1987, when
the Dow fell 229 in a single day. It is
without doubt significant that Warren
Buffett, long known as the grandfather
of investing, has been holdlng‘uhe high-

and Nick Land) and
articulated by the Sili-
con Valley bill: ire and p

“a properly constituted state is one
that has been cured of democracy. Its
guiding principle is‘no voice, free exit';
the residents or clients (not citizens)
of such a state have no rights, but do
have the ability to take their custom
elsewhere”,

Clearly, we will remain in a high
volatility downward spiral in equities
until such time as the Trump show is
soundly thrashed — he’s still babbling
on bravely, but he doesn’t understand
economics and he has no clue as to how
strong a force the market is. As the
market continues to tank, inflation
starts to rise. People will feel increas-
ing pain and the Republicans will start
to revolt,and only in such a case would
things possibly calm down. The big
question, of course, Is when.

The Indian markets, although
falling sharply, are blessedly contained
in comparison. Of course, that is poor
comfort for companies who have bullt

Trump supporter, Peter Thiel. *1 no
longer believe that freedom and
democracy are compatible,” Thiel
wrote. The fate of the world "may
depend on the effort of a single per-
son” able to make the world *safe for

est share of cash in his i
China has struck back with retalia-
mry tariffs and Il is lkely Illll amatter

8 P
ners do something limlhr But Trump

playing a leading role by

Land honed
his thlnklng overa dozen years spenl
in China, which he considers a "com-

" which

their busi on exporting to the
US. Clearly, they will have to reduce
prices, but by how much? Their cus-
tomers are doubtless in equal turmoil
and unable to provide much guidance
in terms of what price they would be
willing/able to buy at. Again, with this
sort of madness certain to negatively
affect growth, customers are likely
unarlaln about how much they would
be fable to buy.

*radical Innovation and p

While chall rermnain,

key initiatives such as Centres of
in disaster

growing strategic needs and India's
leadership offer a chance to f

and agricuiture, the Bodhi
programme for skill development, and

sent. lotright. down, Of course, with most prices sure
DANIEL It correctly Idtntlﬂed the US market as tha mutl to higher to rise as a result of the tariffs, it isvery
Moss to cater likely that Americans will start to con-
that lhnughl y ! y sume less, which would start bringing
P n China. They got hit with crippling tariffs, the trade deficit down. However,
. growth will be collateral damaﬁe , but
y by Factorl then, when did Trump ever say he w:
e desi Vietnam's going to generate huge growth?
gross domestic product dcpemh on shiy to the US, berg Waitaminute — but hedid,didn’t he?
qual 90% of it d Doesn't Make America Great Again
reat hiah risk | 4
In Ke(.‘hl M]n,h City.About half of all d Adid: de i the Y.
pllm Vletmm E EDITOR
Intel chil ™ "
kyvm Icgm:‘v’t: target of atleast 8% thi look implausi Reviving regional
nam’s econom; m‘gﬂ a this year now aus
ble assuming Trump's jasked the USto ut thelevieson kda cooperation
=..‘.,‘ RO JAp e pol twooff the p. P m’yhl Nurly three decades after its
tireapp P the Bay of Bengal Initiative
's duth for Multi-Sectoral Technical and

Vietnam is that lomﬂhlng like this has been in lhe cards fuuwhll& The trades wr
plus with the US has widened significantly.

To assert ma( Hannl should have seen severe
obser L

tariffs on a range of Impnru That doesn’t make what was meted out by the White
House fair. The nallnn jumped lhmugh the dgm hmp-oveﬂheyeunnd got hob-
bled, Every byd: down,again.

mmlng isa

Economic Cooperation (BIMSTEC)
has sought to revive its relevance
with the adoption of the Bangkok
Vision 2030, aiming to become a
“Prosperous, Resilient, and Open*
(PRO) regional bloc by 2030, The sixth
summit, hosted by Thailand, saw India

steps to enhance digital infrastructure
and trade. However, BIMSTEC's
progress is hindered by political
tensions among member-states,
especially Bangladesh and Myanmar,
and a lack of institutional momentum,
with infrequent summits and delayed
projects like the 2004 free trade

BIMSTEC into a more dynamic and
united regional platform,

~Amarjeet Kumar, Hazaribagh
Uncool is fine, too
Apropos of “Indian and cool” (FE,
April 7), founded in 1937, Haldiram's,
India's most popular snacks and
sweet brand, has come a long way.
With over 400 products, Haldiram's is

¥ much

an iconic brand loved by Indians all
aver the world, With the backing of
Alpha and IMC, Haldiram's would be
able to reach newer geographies and
the brand's success has proved that
what pays at the end of the day is to
be authentic, maintain quality, and
know the pulse of the consumers. Not
being “cool" is not a disadvantageous
position at all

~Bal Govind, Noida
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Why India’s image is being
sullied by global bodies

HARSHA KAKAR

n March this year the USCIRF
(US Commission on Interna-
tonal Religious Freedom)
roleased Its annual u‘pnrl On

The USCIRF Is not the only
organization which displays an
anti-Indla blas. The recently
released World Happiness Index
placed India at 118 out of 147
natlons \mpmmuly nunmnllkv

India It rec

India as a ‘country of pmm uhu con-
cern,' for engaging in and tolerating
systematic, ongoing, and egreglous
religious freedom violations.” It
added, "Impose targeted sanctions
on individuals and entities, such as
Vikash Yadav and RAW, for their cul-
pabllity in severe violations of reli-
glous freedom by freezing thelr
assets and/or barring thelr entry Into
the United States.” For the past few
years, near similar recommenda-
tions on India have been made by
the commission.

The Indian government rejected
the report. The MEA spokesperson
mentioned that the USCIRF “should
(tself) be designated as an entity of
concern”, adding that the Instiwution
has "persistently attempted o mis-
represent isolated Incldents and cast
aspersions on India’s vibrant multi-
cultural soclety reflect a deliberate
agenda rather than a genuine concern
for religious freedom.”

The fact that the USCIRF is biased
Is well known, There Is no mention of
Killings of thousands of Palestinlans by
Israel, backed by the US, solely
because it does not sult Washington.
Similar is the silence on death of hun
dreds of Innocent Muslims due to the
US's relentloss alrstrikes in largely
Muslim majority nations,

The US Is worse on religlous free-
dom than most nations on which
USCIRF comments adversely, Pres)
dent Donald Trump Is Imposing visa
restrictions mainly on those from pre-
dominantly Muslim nations. A similar
ban by him in 2017 was labeled as
‘Muslim ban' by his aides, On all this,
the commission ix silent, while about
India it bases its assessment on a few
random Incidents,

terrorist di

Venezuela, starving Ilmnulu‘ ll'lllil
Ism Infested Irag, Lebanon and Pak
Istan as also war-ravaged Ukraine
are way ahead In happiness, It
leaves one to question the credibil
ity of these assessments,

World democracy Indices, issued
by institutions in different countries,
Iinvariably points fingers at Indian
democracy. Freedom House, a US
based institution, terms Indlan
democracy as ‘partially fre
from Sweden calls it an “ele
and the Economist Intel-
ligence l!nll from UK labels it us a
flawed democracy.”

While European institutions
accuse India, the continent itself faces
accusations of belng anti-democratic
JD Vance, the US Vice President,
accused Europe, in Its own backyard
in Munich, of stifling democracy and
free speech,

The world applauded India's
conduct of Its 2024 elections, where
record numbers (larger than the pop
ulation of Europe or North America)
voted, while these fake assessing bod-
fes term India's democratic model as
anything but a democracy,

Indian election results were
announced within a day, with zero vio-
lence, Intimidation or complaints of

challenger to President Macron,
Marine Le Pen, has been awarded o
two-year sentence and banned from
standing for elections. In Brazil, for-
mer President, Jalr Bolsonaro, is
belng tried and could possibly face o
12-year sentence. In Romania, two
far-right contenders, C lin Georgescu
and Diana o oac, have been blocked
from contesting forthcoming May
elections, So much for free European
democracies,

However, these are not flawed
demacracies, but India, where no pre
vious head of state has been charged,
I8 an autocracy, Such Mogical assess-
mentys by global bodles make them a
laughing stock and highlight their
blased views.

The Indlan government rightly
rejects these reports claiming it does
not need sermons on democracy from
others, External Affairs Minister Dr
Juishankar had aptly termed th
Institutions as 'self-appointed custo
dians of the world who find it very dif-
ficult to stomach that somebody In
Indis Is not looking for thelr
approval.” While there are flaws in th
Indian democratic model, It is far bet-
ter than most nations,

The Global Hunger Index of 2024
placed India at 105. Above India were
African natlons facing food shortages
including Djiboutl, Tanzania, Congo,
Burkina Faso and Namibla. Namibia
even planned to cull elephants to
feed Its starving populace, Srl Lanka,
to whom Indla donated foodgraing,

s Co,
NI ‘/1//

to George Soros's Open Soclety
Foundation.

Institutions which judge nations
are Western, For them, a former
colony, known for snake charmers
and beggars, to be shining on the
world stage and dominate global
space Is unacceptable, Further, India
refuses to succumb to Western pres-
sures, It s now a global investment
destination, where world leaders rush
for trade deal:

Hene cks impacting

wis at 56, This ralses lons about
the methodology adopted by these

n;wuu (mllpu e this to weeks for uw
u ly close its p
e l mnnl clalms of voting Imwllmlllm
and rigging. Trump had recently
pralsed India for '1[1:1;{ voter identifi-
cation to a blometrle database.!
Ihreats to democracy are more
in the West than in India, In the US,
Trump faced multiple court cases on
frivolous grounds to prevent him
from returning to the White House
In France, the leading opposition

The World Press Freedom Index
places India at 161, while Pakistan
where journalists disappear or a
killed for criticizing the army is at
152, Even Turkey, where reporters
are nrvested, beaten and deported for
ing opposition protests Is
ranked higher than India. The reason
is that Reporters without Borders,
which does this assessment, Is linked

India’s p n every sphere
are intended to show It in poor
light, attempting to decelerate its
growth, No wonder the Indlan gov-
ernment announced n 2024 that it
plans to Issue its own global demo-
cratic Index, work on which has
commenced.

Most global institutional ratings
are subjective. They follow a pattern
Involving questionnalres sent 1o select
‘so-called” experts as also limited pub-
lic opinion polls, In India's case, the

*so-called’ experts are common 1o
most global bodies and largely agalnst
the current leadership. Not a single
Institution lists names of its experts
or its data size,

These ratings, though biased,
have an Impact. Multinational corpo-
rations and global lending agencies
consider them prior to Investments or
grant of loans, Similarly, they impact
the nation's stature, especially when
It seeks a larger role for itself on the
global stage, Including a permanent
weat at the UNSC,

The intent of these agencles Is to
display India as an unreliable desti-
nation and a nation which does not
follow what It preaches, Global bod-
les would prefer a subservient India,

which it will never be. Thankfully,
thelr impact thus far has not dented
India’s image as much as they had

hoped.

e writer & retired Major-Oanersl of the
Indlan Army.

Le Pen shouldn’t succeed with martyr act

AURELIEN MONDON

arine Le Pen, figurehead
of France's Rassemble-
ment National (RN), one
of the most established
far-right parties in Europe, has been
found gullty of embezzling funds from
the European parliament

During her time as an MEP
between 2004 and 2017, Le Pen and
her team paid party staff with funds
that should have gone to European
parliamentary aldes. The ruling esti-
mates that a total of 2.9 million euros
in European parliament funds were
Involved In the crimes and that Le Pen
personally embezzled 474,000 euros
of that total

She has been sentenced to four
years In privon, two of which would
be electronic monitoring, She Is also
unlikely to see the Inside of a cell for
the other two years as she Is appealing
her conviction,

More importantly, perhaps, is the
fact that she has been banned from
holding public office for five years,
Crucially, the ban Is to start immedi-
ately, meaning that even with an
appeal, Le Pen Is highly unlikely to be
able to stand as a candidate in the
next presidential election in 202

For many In the RN, the court's
decislon will be a major blow. The
party appeans to have lost the candi
date they belleved was on course for
victory in 2027, However, others will
no doubt see this as a chance to dis-

tance the party further from the Le
Pen name, following the death of
Marl; A Pen's futher Jean-Marle Le
Pen earlier this year

This process has been in motion
for some time. Jordan Bardella took
over from Le Pen as president of the
party in 2022 and has clearly been
walting and preparing for this even-
tuality. Allegations were fiest levelled
at Le Pen many years ago and her
crimes relate to her time as an MEP
between 2004 and 2017, He has been
the plan B option throughout her trial,

Bardella led the RN to victory in
the 2024 European election in France,
He also managed to send a record
number of parllamentarians to the
National Assembly after French pres
Ident Emmanuel Macron called a
snap election just weeks later,

This was, ne a some-
what disappointing outcome as many
on the far an had started to Imagine
Bardella as prime Since fall
ing to meet this expectation, his lead-
ership has come under more scrutiny.
His reaction o Le Pen's sidelining will
be watched carefully,

Overall, it Is good news 1o see
corruption being taken serfously and
Justice being served. However, Le
Pen's conviction comes after years of
embezzlement which has allowed the
far right to bulld Its strength. All this
has come on the back of a system it
has vowed to destroy. As such, it feels
like too litde too late,

Furthermore, this decision, and
the fact that it Is ted to the European

Union, is lkely to feed into typleal
right propaganda on the domestic
stage, Le Pen and the party will play
the victim, blaming Le Pen's fate on
@ wide conspiracy organised by some-
thing akin to the d
via Brussels,
The deep levels of distrust in
public institutions and mainstream
politics are likely to play a role here.
Le Pen will alm to paint the decision
of an Independent court as the polit-
feal assassination of the “champlon
of the people”

She could become a martyr, tum-
Ing ber cause Into & revolt against “the
system”. Bardella has already sald that
Le Pen’s conviction amounted to the
“execution” of democracy,

Cruclally, though, this outcome
Isn't Inevitable. Whether such a nar-
rative takes hold Is a cholce that is
very much in the hands of main-
stream elite actors, Those who have a
privileged access to shaping public
discourse, such as journalists, politi-
clans and experts will therefore play
a key role.

Instead of giving pride of place to
Le Pen and the far right in a tempting
sensationalising coverage, the main-
stream media must turn to serlous
munlrnls This would involve removing
the focus from individuals and put-
ting it on the wider issues at hand.
That would lessen the potential for a
narrative of viedmisation to take hold,

Beyond providing an accurate
pleture of the case itself, good cover
age should predominantly focus on

politics rather than on the spects
the RN will inevitably try to construct
s a diversion tactic, This would mean
engaging seriously with what the RN
actually proposes as a model of soc
ety: one that Is not against the *eli
and for the people, but merely in
favour of a different elite taking con-
trol at the head of a top-down author-
{tarian state.

This would then allow voters to
understand that the far right s not on
thelr side, but on the side of power,
wealth and hierarchies. Those who
oppose such a takeover could go
some way to fix the damage that has
been done with carelessly assochating
these parties with *populism”

Finally, good coverage would also
mean shifting the agenda away from
the far right and its pet Issues. Had
politiclans-left, right and centre-not

continuously used the far right as o
diversion from their own failures to
tackle the mnny crises thelr countries
face, the right would not be as
powerful as u SOemS.

As apinion polls show, when peo-
ple are asked what are thelr biggest
concerns personally, lssues core to
the far right such as immigration are
low. [nstead, it Is issues that would
require radical measures to tackle
economic and soclal insecurity which
are prioritised.

The far right offers nothing to
address these - only division to make
cltizens powerless to fight back. Now
that Le Pen Is out of the pleture, it is
o good time to shift the agenda back
to democracy and hope,

(The writer s Senior Lecturer in Poktics,
University of Batn, This articie was publshed
O WAW EhBCOnVersstion com
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100 YEARS AGO
OCCASIONAL NOTE

1F the Peking Correspondent of the
Times wishes to see the Singapore base
scheme hurred on he Is certainly going the
best way to work to provide the British ¢
ernment with the necessary excuse, If lln-
present rate of disintegration in China goes
on, says the Peking oracle, the empire will
soon be transformed into & number of
independent principalites and become an
International danger, This diagnosls, if it
errs at all, eres surely on the side of moder-
atlon. Most of us have been under the
impression that this sad state of things had
already arrived. The crux of the problem Is
that, as the Times Correspondent points
out, “incidents” are likely to be of more fre-
quent occurrence when the general anar-
chy is formally recognised, and this, of
counse, in only too lkely to lead to a general
"scramble” in which vital British interests
might be compromised. It is a situation
which gives food for thought—and, unless
the picture has been wildly overdrawn,
excuse for energetic preparations,

BELGIAN ELECTIONS

SOCIALISTS GAIN
SEATS FROM
LIBERALS

N, APRY

POLLING In the Belglan elections has
passed off throughout the country with com-
plete calm,

The Brussels correspondent of The
Thmes says the result will not be known until
to-morrow, but It is already certain that no
party will have an absolute majority. The
Soclalists have notably gained ground,
chiefly at the expense of the Liberals, and the
Communists appear 1o have been swamped
though they contested nearly every con-
situency.

COAL-MINES IN
INDIA

IN the House ul( ommons to-day,
replying to Mr, A. Hayday (Lab, Nottingham
W.), Earl Winterton stated that 942 coal-
mines were working in [ndia in 1923 under
the Indian Mines Act, 55 of which had
mechanical ventilators. He was asking the
Government of India the number of mines
where the working shift was twelve hours
or more

INDIGENT MOSLEMS

THE Aga Khan and Syed Ameer All
endorsing the appeal to leading Moslems
made by Mr. A. S, M. Anik, honorary secre-
tary and treasurer of the fund w provide
for the proper burial in accordance with
Islamic rites of indigent Moslems dying in
Britain, say it is a scandal reflecting discred-
it on the followers of Istam that in the
absence of an organization with sufficlent
funds such Moslems are burled at the
expense of the local board of guardians,
Other communities, including Parsees and
Jews, had made proper provision

BLOODLESS REVOLT
GEN. HERTZOG &

REHOBOTH
TROUBI.E

PECIAL C

N APRILY

IN n-« Assembly to-day Gen, Hertzog
described the bloodless end of the Rehoboth
trouble. Administration forces, he sald, were
concentrated in the Rehoboth village at the
dawn of April 4, Some 600 natives with 160
rifles, mostly loaded, surrendered,

The administrator reported that they
were well organized, and intended forcibly
to resist, but were prevented by the unex.
pectedly rapid concentration of the Unlon
forces which completely surprised them,
The rank and file of prisoners were
released iImmediately, but the ringleade
were detained, and would be brought to
trial, Gen, Hertzog added that the Govern-
ment Intended to Institute a judiclal
Inquiry into the conditions in Rehoboth
as early as possible.

CONCESSIONS TO SERVICES

BRITISH OFFICERS IN
PROVINCES

The opposition of British officers in the
Provincial Service to which the report of the
Lee Commission did not refer was the sub-
ject of a debate In the House of Lords on
Monday when Lord Ampthill sald the
attempt to placate Indian opinion by sacri-
ficing these officers was o misunderstanding
of the Indian polnt of view.

Lord Birkenhead, replying, said the
matter occupled a very foremost place on
the list of subjects he desired to discuss with
Lord Reading,

As regards the question of financlal rellef
the Secretary for India pointed out that the
Government of India considered that there
wins no general case for the grant of conces-
shans such as were given to officers covered
by the Loe Report, but there might be special
cases in which this would be justified.
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Strategic Convergence

( :I\lna'a latest overture to Pakistan’s military signals

and directly de:
D OF INDIA - Founded 1818

more than just a routine strengthening of bilateral

naval ties. It marks a calculated pivot in Beijing's
Indian Ocean strategy, and India must take
of the implications. At the heart of this g ;,r(mm[., partner-
ship lies China's enduring interest in seci
routes vital to its economic and strategic s
over 80 per cent of its oil imports passing through the
Strait of Malacca, Beijing has long been concerned about
potential chokepoints in times of crisis. The emergence
of Pakistan - and specifically, the Chinese-funded deep-
water port of Gwadar - as a po\slhll- ullcm.nlvu has been
clear H:r years. But a on*
into new fields of cooperation” between the Chinese and
Pakistani navies suggests movement toward more direct
strategic alignment, possibly including military logistics,
surveillance, or even forward basing. While no official
announcements have been made about Chinese military
access to Gwadar, the strategic trajectory is unmistakable.
From joint naval exercises to discussions of enhanced
cooperation, the groundwork is being laid. Beijing has
already established its first overseas military base in Dji-
bouti, and Pakistan, a near client state, appears a natural
candidate for a second, For India, this raises pressing
security questions - not just about Pakistan’s increasing
dependence on China, but about the broader military
balance in the region. This tightening of China-Pakistan
military cooperation also reflects a deeper convergence
of interests. Islamabad views China as a dependable
counterbalance to India, while Beijing sees Pakistan as
a convenient partner and geographic gateway to the Ara-
bian Sea. What India faces, therefore, is not just a bilateral
challenge with either country, but a developing security
axis between them that is increasingly assertive and
regionally ambitious.

This growing synergy is not just nhuul lmlmu'y drills

-

The government has held elections twice and won the mandate to govern the
country, changed law ministers twice, and altered the arbitration act twice (in
2019 and 2021), enacted the Mediation Act 2023 but the promised institutionalisation
has yet to materialise

( as an alter-

Resolutl

(ADR) in India by

nate method of resolv-

ing disputes is not new

n India. Before and

after the Arbitration and Concil-
lation Act, 1996 was amended,
there were a few private-sector
Isati oper-

or hardware transfers - it reflects a
vision that could mduﬂm- the u-gl(mul unh-r and chal-
lenge India's trad | maritime d e. India's
strategists should respond with measured vigilance.
Knee-jerk reactions or alarmism will not serve long-term
interests, Instead, what is needed is a laye strategy:
enhanced itime surveill e, increased
outreac h to Indian Oc ean littoral states, and accelerated

in naval India must also con-
tinue deepening partnerships through multilateral
frameworks like the Quad and regional forums such as
the Indian Ocean Rim Association (IORA). What's un-
folding in the Arabian Sea is not merely a matter of two
allies deey ties, Itis the p | emergence of a
new geopolitical reality where the Indian Ocean - long
considered India's strategic backyard - becomes a con-
tested zone of influence between rival powers. The
writing is on the wall: China's ambition is not just eco-
nomic but increasingly militaristic in nature. And in
Pakistan, it may have found a willing partner for both.
India must recognise this shift for what it is - not a tem-
porary tactical move, but a strategic alignment that
could reshape the balance of power in our neighbour-
hood for years to come.

Cooling Growth

ating in various states.
Arbitration's private ap-
proach to dispute I

establishing the Arbitration
Council of India and the Medi-
ation Council of India.

Again, on 20 March 2025,
the current Law Minlister, Arjun
Ram Meghwal, assured the
Rajya Sabha that "the Govern-
ment is promoting alternative
dispute resolution mechanisms

and medi-

India through the establishment
and operation of the Arbitration
Council of India and the Medi-
ation Council of India.

They explained that these
councils would help grow ADR
service providers in a country
with over five crore cases pend-
ing in its courts, which are
ahmdy plagued by questionable

allowed private players to estab-
lish and operate arbitration or-
ganisations, However, the
much-discussed of

ation, as ‘ these mechanisms are
less adversarial and are capable
of providing a better substitute
to the ¢ I methods of

ADR institutionalisation in
response to the increased pres-
sure on courts has yet to begin,
“The Government of India
under the dynamic leadership of
Hon'ble Prime Minister is com-
mmcd for spcw.ly resolution of
and to

resolving disputes. The Govern-
ment Is further taking policy and
legislative interventions, to
strengthen these
mechanisms and
make them more
efficacious and

muke India an international hub
of Arbitration and a Centre of
robust ADR mechanism catering
to international and domestic
arbitration, at par with interna-
tional standards available” has
been the opening sentence of
the Justice Sri Krishna Commit-
tee's report on the institutional-
isation of arbitration as an alter-
native conflict resolution meth-
od in India,

The High-Level Committee
was tasked with reviewing the
ins of arbitra-

He went on
to describe the

aspects of the
Arbitration and
Conciliation Act
of 1996 and the
Mediation Act of

cture, unfilled judicial
positions, and gender disparities
in judge strength in the High
Courts and the Supreme Court
of India. Our finance minister
o allocated funds in the two
successive budgets for opera-

tionalisation of these councils.
Recently, in a
colloguium organ-
ised by the India
International Arbi-
tration  Centre,
Delhi, while deliver-
ing his key note
address, nur vice
d agdish

ecosystem in India by saying
“Now Is the time when India is
emerging in every field globally.
Why not India should emerge as
a global dispute resolution cen-
we? If ] reflect to myself..... .what
do they have which we don't?
Their infrastructure is hardly
comparable to what we have.
And look at cultural centres
where arbitrators can really
engage. Go to Kolkata, go to
Jalpur, go to Bangalore, Hyder-
abad, Chennal, any part, get
away from the metro then you
will have. I have seen in ten
years growth of arbitral centres
with credibility in Dubai and
Singapore. On self-assessment
without fear of contradiction, |
can say we are nowhere. We are
not in the mind of people who
are having commercial relation-
ship with us if it is international
commercial arbitration.”
l)esplw murh talked about
arbitration

Uhanlhm uld “Ar-
bitrators play as
much critical role as

2023, both of members of the bar
which are already W e assaciated with the
available to the 5 arbiter process. Sur-
public on any law | Nt NtsrsDovesment | | yicingly, there is, |
book stand on am saying it with
any street, The utmost restraint,
Law Minister's absolute tight fist
lanath islat

of the |

tion mechanisms and making
for imp

ic g signs of The lat-

est data reveals that while the sector continues to
expand, the pace of g I.,ruwlh is losing steam. A dip in the
services PMI 1o 58.5 in March - though still comfortably
in expansionary territory - signals the first tremors of
what could become a broader cooling in economic activ-
ity if not addrt-\wd thoughtfully. What stands out, how-
ever, is the si decline in infl
Input costs rose at their slowest pace in five mum hs, and
output prices increased at the weakest rate sinc
2021, While this may seem llkn a win Im consum
underscores a deeper malaise: dis not as b
as itonce was, and intense competition is eroding pricing
power, For a sector as diverse and employment-intens
as services - \vhldl includes everything from IT and
finance to tourism and retail - such a squeeze on margins
inevitably impacts hiring and sentiment. Indeed,
employment growth has already slowed to its weakest
pace in nearly a year, and business confidence has
month low. This isn't just a number
reflects growing caution among firms
as they navigate a more uncertain and competitive land-
scape. This slowdown is especially concerning given the
services sector's critical ml'v in job creation, particularly
for Indlu s young and rapidly urhanmng workforce. A

Imlm s services sector, Inng the Ilmhpin of its econom-
i is i

could di ly affect
ullry -level employment and small r-urvlu: enterprises,
widening income disparities and damy g C stay in

ments, The Committee, which
met seven times in eight mor
ths, gave its report to the Minis-
ter of Law and Justice Ravi Shan-
kar Prasad on 4 August 2017,

Since then, the government
has held elections twice and
won the mandate to govern the
country, changed law ministers
twice, and altered the arbitra-
tion act twice (in 2019 and
2021), enacted the Mediation
Act 2023 but the promised insti-
tutionalisation has yet to mate-
rialise. The enactment of the
Mediation Act took over three
years of deliberations.

Both acts claimed to insti-
tutionalise Alternative Dispute

provisions for ADR in these acts
is nothing more than beating
around the bush.

The honourable member of
parliament who ralsed the ques-
tion in the house wanted to
know what steps the govern-
ment had taken to establish and
operationalise the Arbitration
Council of India (ACI), as well as
the Mediation Council of India
(MCI), which were promised
through these acts to encourage,
support, and regulate ADR serv-
ices outside the government.

It is not the first time that
law ministers have promised the

ol

control of a segment of a cate-
gory that Is involved with arbiter
process determination, And this
tight fist control emanates out
of judicial feats. And if we exam-
ine it on an latform,

through seminars, workshops,
and arbitration weeks, as well as
promises made in parliament,
the two ADR councils have yet
to be implemented.

Section 11(3A) of the Act re-
quires that the High Courts and
Supreme Court name Arbitra-
tion Institutions; nevertheless,
this remains a non-starter, and
the Arbitration Institutions’
applications are pending before
the High Courts for unknown
Teasons.

Except lm a tiny number of
devel-

itis Puluriallr;gty painful, This
country has rich human res-
ource in every facet. Oceanog-
raphy, maritime, aviation, infra-
structure and what not. And the
disputes are relatable to the
experience which is sectoral,
Unfortunately, we have taken in
this country a very myopic view
of arbitration as if it is adjudica-
ton. It is much beyond adjudi-
cation. It is not conventional

ADR; pre-
vious law ministers have also
assured the parliament of the
institutionalisation of ADR in

as historically eval-
uated globally™.

He went on ventilating his
concern about the arbitration

LETTERS TO THE editor@ thestatesman.com

Interim arrangement

SIR, Apropos "Ties Reset” pub-
lished today. Hnngladmh could
socio political

(unﬂdenu: further. . mnplluﬂlng matters lurlhu is the

| in foreign d al orders have
risen at their hl()wﬂbl rate in over a year, pmnlml., w
increasing vul lities to global b - whether
due to prolccllums\ policies abroad, geopolitical uncer-
tainties, or simply weaker global consumption, And yet,
manufacturing continues to shine, outpacing services in
terms of output momentum, But even that is not
immune to the drag of cautious hiring and fading busi-
ness optimism. The Reserve Bank of India finds itself at
a eritical juncture, With inflation cooling and GDP growth
likely to register its weakest performance in four years, a
monetary policy response feels not just appropriate but

nt. A rate cut - potentially as soon as April - could
provide the breathing room businesses need to recali-
brate, invest, and hire. But monetary easing alone will
not solve the structural issues at play. What is needed
now is a broader economic strategy that goes beyond
stimulus, India must double down on improving ease of
doing business, investing in up-skilling its workforce,
and unlocking new avenues of domestic and global
demand. Services have long been India's growth engine,
but even engines need maintenance and recalibration.
The signals are clear: growth is still alive, but it is not
invincible. For policymakers, the message should be one
of vigilance, responsiveness, and vision. It's time to act
before mod turns into

drift. It has no formal governance
in place for months now and is
run by the "Chief Adviser”, Moh-
ammed Yunus, While he meets
leaders of China, Pakistan and
India, it is a moot question as 1o
how substantive such discussions
could prove to be when Yunus
lacks the legitimacy of a popular
mandate and his domestic stand-
ing is no better than an Interim
chalrperson.

Yunus needs to find speedy

oped and suppmled by well-
known law firms, state govern-
ments do not aid other profes-
slonally constituted ADR organ-
isations.

Thus, there is an urgent
need for the Centre and all High
Courts in the country to take
note of the Arbitration and
Mediation Institutions operating
in each state and designate
them as ADR Institutions in or-
der to reduce the much-dis-
cussed burden on courts and
make India a hub for Alternative
Dispute Resolution.
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Tobacco warnings
go up In smoke

ealth Secretary Ted Her-

bosa drew sharp criti-

cism from public health

advocates when he and
several government representa-
tives posed with Philip Morris
executives during the turnover of
mobile clinics donated by the
tobacco company in Malacanang.
The event was hosted by First
Lady Liza Marcos.

Not surprisingly, Malacanang
saw "nothing wrong” with the
DOH’s participation in the event,
choosing to go technical instead
of parsing the message telegraph-
ed by the photo. Do we have any
proof that ... Herbosa was the one
who accepted the donation from
the tobacco companies?” Palace
Press Officer Undersecretary
Claire Castro asked, adding that
the donation was made to the
Social Welfare department and
not the DOH. “If (Herbosa) had a
photo op, it doesn't mean that he
already violated the aw,” she said.

Oh, but he did, according to
the Southeast Asia Tobacco Con-
trol Alliance (Seatca), a multi-sec-
toral nongovernment group
assisting Asean countries to effec-
tively implement the World Health
Organization's (WHO) Framework
Convention on Tobacco Control.

The treaty, which was adopt-
ed in 2003 by the WHO and rati-
fied by 180 member countries,
mandates that governments safe-
guard public health policies from
the influence of the tobacco

industry. Ratified by the Philip-

ines in 2005, and affirmed as

egally binding by the Supreme
Court, it became the basis of the
Civil Service Commission-Depart-
ment of Health Joint Memoran-
dum Circular 2010-01 (JMC),
requiring public officials to engage
with the tobacco industry only
when necessary for industry reg-
ulation and supervision.

The IMC prohibits govern-
ment officials from partnering
with or providing or accepting
benefits from the wbacco industry
to prevent conflict of interest and
maintain policy integrity. Another
law, Republic Act No. 9211, also
known as the Tobscco Regulation
Act of 2003, similarly regulates
tobacco advertising, promotion
and sponsorship, among other
restrictions.

As noted by Dr. Ulysses
Dorotheo, Seatca executive dire
tor, "[Ijt is the duty of the Secre-
tary of Health, the Secretary of
Social Welfare, and the whole gov-
ernment to protect public health
from health-harming industries
and not to partner with them." He
also pointed out the "hypocrisy”
of the tobacco industry in donat-
ing mobile clinics while causing
deaths and diseases.

Tobacco "kills more than 8
million people, including 90,000
Filipinos, every year,” Dorotheo
added. And indeed, tobacco has
been found to pose significant
health risks due to its harmful
chemicals and addictive nature
that led to various health compli-
cations and potentially fatal ail-
ments such as cancer, heart dis-
ease, chronic obstructive pulmo-
nary disease, and lung disease.

consensus within the nation's
polity to install a regular govern-
ment, to establish its political
direction and script economic
recovery, Under great economic
stress, Bangladesh needs the sup-
I)()ll of its neighbours in particu-
ar and other nations, in general.
In trying to build up his political
stature he runs the risk of being
inveigled by a wily China intent
on & foothold in the Siliguri cor-
ridor and an opportunistic Pak-
Istan eager to reclaim a lost East
Pakistan. Yunus needs to place
the restoration of elective gover-

epaper thestatesman com

nance in Bangladesh, that was his
sole remit, as his priority .

Yours, etc., RNarayanan,

Navi Mumbai, 6 March,

HANDSHAKE

SIR, It is in the fitness of things
that PM Modi did not resort to
his customary hug when he re-
cently met Md.Yunus, Bangla-
desh’s interim Chief Adviser,
There has been incontrovertible
evidence of the mindless destruc-
tion of property of the Hindus,
the brutal and premeditated
assaults on them and the pur-
poseful targeting of their places
of worship. There Is more than
ample evidence to show that
minority Hindus have been living
at the mercy of the majority Mus-
lim Bangladeshis, after the dra-
matic ouster of Sheikh Hasina
last August.

So far, Yunus has only pooh
poohed India's concerns about
the safety of Hindus in Bangla-
desh. Far from giving India the
much needed assurance about
the safety of Hindus in Bangla-
desh, Yunus has all along retorted
with tongue in cheek rhetoric
that puts the blame on India for
sheltering Sheikh Hasina.

Judge a man by the company
he keeps. Yunus has been keep-
ing "dark” company in the form

of radicals and ultra Islamists in
his country, and has been o
ing up to China and even Pak-
istan (a country ble for

to tum a Nelson's eye to the in-
creasing acts of vielence against
the Hindus in his country. Under
Yunus, B ladesh has been

commiting genocide in the erst-
while East Pakistan).

Itis not for India to “restrain
Sheikh Hasina from further
incendiary commentary” as Yun-
us puts it. It is a sheer coinci-
dence that she is making such
statements from Indian soil.
India is not writing the script for
her. Neither should her statem-
ents provide an alibi for Yunus

A PILLAR

keen to debunk the stellar role
played by Sheikh Mujibur Reh-
man in the liberation of Bangla-
dn-sl nd is trying to script a
ew" history sans his legacy.
Such a leader can only be trusted
at our own peril. Truth be told,
Modi was kind enough to offer a
handshake to Md.Yunus.
Yours, etc., Avinash Godboley,
Dewas, 5 March.

SIR, Vandana I(nwiyn started her joumey from a small place
and

called

d in
relatives discouraged her father imm sending Vandana to play
hockey. But today she stands as the most capped Indian
women's player with 320 matches in a 15 year long career.
In her 320 appearances, she scored 158 goals and she is the

only Indian female player to score a hat-trick at the s,
She has been part of the some of the team’s biggest triumphs
like three Asian Games medals, one Commonwealth mu

medal, three Asia Cup medals, four Aslan Championship
medals, one FIH National Cup medal apart from one mad‘l In
the Junior World Cup. The only time she could not play a tour-
nament due to Injury was the Paris Olympics Qualifiers in 2024,
She has been a pillar of Indian women's hockey since 2009 and
@ true legend. | e the Indian Hockey Federation will seek her
help to nurture young talent.

Yours, etc., Bal Govind, Noida, 2 April.
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XPECT key measures and
know the stance of Indias cen-
tral bank on »\pnl 9, as its Mon-
etary Polic (MPC),

deference to its new policy shift
adopted in October 2024 when it
shified its stance 1o ‘neutral’ from
“withdraseal of dation®

the RBI' rate-setting panel, com-
menced its three-day deliberations
on Monday. The first meeting of
the new financial year 2025-26 is
taking place amid widespread, and
anxious, expectations of another
repo rate cut. It may be recalled
that the RBI cut the Repo Rate (the
interest rate at which it lends to
banks) by 25 basis points - A basis
point (bp) is a 100th of a percent-
age point - 10 6,25% at its MPC
mect on February 7, 2025, It was
the first rate cut in 5 years. It was
also the first policy rate-setting
panel meet for new Governor San-

‘The budgetary measure of the gov-
ernment, amid softening signs of
inflation, to boost consumption by
easing tax burden on the middie
class, especially, paved the way for
the RBI to follow through with its
changed stance. For commoners,
a "hawkish' stance means the RBI
is willing to hike rates in order to
manage inflation. RBI has targeted
1o keep retail inflation at 4 per cent
with a margin of 2 per cent on ei-
ther side. When the inflation is not
a concern, it adopts an ‘sccommo-
dative’ stance, indicating it’s will-
ing to cut interest rates to expand

is when the RBI can cither hike or
lower interest rates, depending on
data and conditions.

As for the current scenario,
global markets are flailing due to
US President Donald Trump's tar-
HF shocker on April 2. He daims it
as the ‘Liberation Day’ for Amer-
ica, which is proving to be a ‘Lig-
uidation Day’ [urnlic markets -
every day. On Monday alone, the
Trump's tarifl inferno vaporised
over Rs 20 lakh crore of investors’
wealth with the Sensex crashing
3,000 points - IN JUST 10 SEC-
ONDS. The bloodbath was a reac-
tion to the global stock markets
which have been in a tailspin. On
Friday, S&P 500 companics Jost
about $5 trillion in stock market
value. The Standard and Poor’s

Will another rate cut follow? Trump shocker looms

stock market index tracking the
stock performance of 500 leading
companies listed on US stock ex-
changes. All stock markets are in
a free fall since Trump announced
country-specific tariffs, going as
high as 50% in some cases. For In-
dia it is 26%. In addition, Trump
announced a 10% bascline duty on
imports from all nations.

Now, all eyes are on the RBI's
MPC which is taking an in-depth
review of interest rates, money
supply, inflation outlook, and
various indica-

um-term goal of 4 per cent. Infla-
tion has emerged a major concern
for many countries, inclading ad-
vanced economies. However, India
has managed to steer its inflation
trajectory quite well. The Con-
sumer Price Index (CPI) inflation
rate cased to 3.61% in February
2025, the lowest since July 2024,
driven by a decline in food and
beverage prices. Whether the RBI
will go for growth or price stabil-
iy is a big question now. Analysts
amun-l the world are dreading the
"

tors post-Trump taniffl shocker. It
is being keenly debated as to how
the MPC would take measures to
maintain price stability while sup-
porting economic growth, The RBI

y impact of
trade shocks. As inflation is easing
and GDP improving, the RBI has
enough headroom. Will its MPC
push for growth with further rate
cuts or simply wait and watch till
the dust settles? Tomorrow, we will

jay Malhotra,

The RBI in February acted in

liquidity in market. A rate hike is
definitely a no. A “neutral’ stance

500, or simply the S&P 500, is a

has targeted inflation within the
range of 2:6 per cent, with a medi-

come to know.

Squabble over Arctic security

MELTING ICE HAS OPENED UP NEW SHIPPING ROUTES

Sterax Worrr
€C 7ou cannot annex
another country”
This was the clear
message given by the Danish
prime minister, Mette Fred-
eriksen, ot a recent press con-
ference with the outgoing and
incoming prime ministers of
Greenland. It did not appear
aimed at Russian president
Viadimir Putin, but at Donald
Trump, the president of one
of her country’s dosest allies,
who has threatened to take
over Greenland.

Frederiksen, speaking in
Greenlands  capitak  Nuuk,
was stating something that is
obvious under intemational
law but can no longer be taken
for granted. US foreign policy
under Trump has become a
major driver of this uncer-
tainty, playing into the hands
of Russian, and potentially
Chinese, territorial ambitions.

The incoming Greenlandic
prime minister, Jens-Frederik
Nielsen, made it clear that it
was for Greenlanders to de-
termine their future, not the
United  States.  Greenland,
which is controlled by Den-
mark, makes its own domestic
policy decisions. Polls suggest
a majority of idanders want
independence from Denmark
in the future, but don't want to
be part of the US.

Trumg's interest in Green-
land is often associated with
the islands vast, but largely
untapped, mineral resources.
But its strategic location is
arguably an even greater as-
set. Shipping routes through
the Arctic have become more
dependable and for longer
periods of time during the
year as a result of melting sea
ice. The northwest passige

(along the US and Canadian
shordines) and the northeast
passage (along Russials Arctic
coast) are often ice free now
during the summer. This has
increased opportunitics for
commercial shipping. For
example, the distance for a
container ship from Asia to
Europe through the northeast
passage can be up to three
times shorter, compared to
traditional routes through the
Suez Canal or around Africa,
Simélasdy, the northwest
passage offers the shortest
route between the cast coast of
the United States and Alaska.
Add 1o that the likey substan-
tial resources that the Arctic
has, from odl and gas to min-
erals, and the entire region is
beginning to look like a giant
real estate deal in the making.

of the 1920 Svalbard Treaty
which awarded the archipda-
g0to Norway with the proviso
that it must not become host
to Norwegian millitary bases.
Under the treaty, Russia has
a right t0 a civilian presence
there. The “commission on
ensuring Russia’s presence on
the archipdago Spitzbergen’
the name Moscow uses for
Svalbard is chaired by Russian

. > deputy prime minister Yury
=254 m:‘,‘i{ﬁ‘"y; 7 g Trutney, who s also Putins
envoy o the far castern feder-

T ise of the Arctic, al district. Trutne has repeat-
the reglon's greater accessibility, h lained about undue

military and security sensitivities. The day before J D

Vance's visk to Greenland on March 28, Viadimir Putin,
gave a speech at the sixth international Arctic forum in
Murmansk in Russia's high north, waming of increased

geopolitical rivalry

Beijing access, and a stake, in

Arcticassets the Arctic. In April 2024, the

The economic pmmlr of the  two countries’ navies signed

Arctic, and p y the  a cooperation ag on
s greater accessibility,  search and rescue missions on

have also heightened military  the high seas.

and security sensitivities. The In September 2024, China

day before | D Vance’s visit participated in Russia’s largest

to Greenland on March 28,
Viadimir Putin, gave a speech
at the sixth international Arc-
tic forum in Murmansk in
Russia’s high north, warning
of increased geopolitical ri-
valry. While he daimed that
“Russia has never threatened
anyone in the Arctic’, he was
also quick to emphasise that
Moscow was “enhanding the
combat capabilities of the
Armed Forces, and modern-
ising military infrastrocture
facilities™ in the Arctic.
Equally worrying, Russia
has increased its naval coop-
eration with China and given

naval manoeuvres in the post-
cold war era, Ocean-2024,
which were conducted in
north Pacific and Arctic wa-
ters. The following month,
Russian and Chinese coast-
guard vessels conducted their
first joint patrol in the Arctic,
Vance, therefore, has a point
when he urges Greenland and
Denmark to cut a deal with
the US because the “island
sn'tsafe

That the Russia-China
partnership has resulted in
an increasingly military pres-
ence in the Arctic has not
gone unnoticed in the west,

Worried about the security of
its Arctic territories, Canada
has just announced a C$6 bil-
lion (€32 billion) upgrade to
facilities in the North Ameri-
can Acrospace Defense Com-
mand it operates jointly with
the United States. It will also
acquire more  submarines,
icebreakers and fighter jets to
bolster its Arctic defences and
invest a further C$420 million
(£228 million) into a greater
presence of its armed forces.

Svalbard's future role?

Norway has similady boosted
its defence presence in the
Arctic, especially in rdation
to the Svalbard archipelago
(strategically located between
the Norwegian mainland and
the Arctic Circle). This has
prompted an angry response
from Russia, wrongly daim-
ing that Oxdo was in violation

Mr\-qlm restrictions  on
Russia’s presence in Svalbard.

From the Kremlins per-
spective, this is less about
Russias historical rights on
Svalbard and more about
Norway's - and Natos - pres-
ence in a strategic location at
the nexus of the Greenland,
Barents and Norweglan seas.
From there, maritime traffic
along Russias northeast pas-
sage can be monitored, I, and
when, a central Arctic ship-
ping route becomes viable,
which would pass between
Greenland and Svalbard, the
strategic importance of the
archipdago would increase
further.

From Wshinglods per-
spective, Greenland s more
important because of its dos-
er proximity to the US. But
Svalbard is critical to Nato for
monitoring and countering
Russian, and potentially Chi-
nese, naval activities. This big-
ger picture tends to get lost in
Trumps White House, which
is more concerned with its
own immediaste neighbour-
hood and cares less about re-

glonal security Ic\dmhp
Consequently, there has
been mo suggestion - so far
- that the US needs to have
Svalbard in the same way
that Trump clims he needs
Greenland to ensure US secu-
rity. Nor has Russia issued any
specific threats to Svalbard,
But it was noticeable that Pu-
tin in his speech at the Arctic
forum discussed historical
territorial issues, including
an obscure 1910 proposal for
a land swap between the US,
Denmark and Germany in-
volving Greenland.
Putin also noted 'lhal Nato
of-

A harbinger of doom or new world order?

'IWE:mhdﬂomeoaMmhy.mhnngd
crores of investors” maney within no time is the direct ef-
fect of Trump's tarifis The downward response
Is indicative of deep-rooted fears on unstable trade. The re-
ciprocal tariffs and retaliatory tariffs by the world players are
going to disrupt trade relations, further making all countries,
inchiding the USA, losers. Regional ’ ARITFERRE
going to defeat the idea of globalisation in the coming days.
Every country has been dragged into the battlefield of trade
war now, Maybe, a new workd order isin

Dr DVG Sankara Rao, Vizianagaram

e

QUITY markets fell to a 10-month low, causing a coasider-
rable Joss to mvestor wealth. US President Donald Te
tariffs have resulted in aggressive sell-offs. This Black M fall
has created havox i the global stock markets. Diplomatic reduc-
tion in reciprocal tariffs must be taken to tide over the situation.
N R Ramachandran, Chennai.
e

HE super tariff wars between China and US have

10 tell on world stock markets. Chinese stocks listed in
US plunged by 8.9%, after Beijing announced 34% tariff on
imports from US. Chinese local shares are facing bear mar-
ket, t00. The Chinese GDP is expected to fall by 2%, though
China aims to negate the loss by stimulus and increasing
trade with non-US countries in due course. Chinese retali-
ation forced US benchmark markets to plunge by 5%, likely
to be impacted further by Canadian tariff of 25% on US au-
tomobile rts, and countermeasures from Japan, Korea
and EUL The sudden situation created by US in the form of
tariff tussle would cither catalyse trade

dynamics or may spell doom to world economies.
P R Ravinder, Hyderabad.

wes

Apmpon. “He's a lunatic” (THI, Apr 7). Hundreds of

marched across the United States and
beyond in a sweeping wave of protests against President
Donald Trump’s sweeping government overhaul. The
demonstrators rallied against mass federal layoffs, rising
tariffs, abortion restrictions, and civil rights rolibacks.
Spearheaded by groups like MoveOn and Women’s March,
lhr HandsOﬂ"‘cunpll;n marked the largest day of co-

countries are

since Trump's return to office, spark-

ten desigating the Far North
as a springboard for possible
conflicts” It is not difficult to
see Moscow's logic: if the US
can claim Greenland for secu-
rity reasons, Russia should do
the same with Svalbard.

The conclusion to draw
from this is not that Trump
should aim to annex a sover-
eign Norwegian idand next.
Maritime geography in the
north  Atlantic underscores
the importance of maintain-
ing and strengthening long-
established alliances.

Investing in expanded se-
curity cooperation with Den-
mark and Norway as part of
Nato would secure US inter-
ests closer to home and send
a strong message to Russia,
It would also signal to the
wider world that the US is not
about to initiate a territorial
reordering of global politics
to suit exclusively the interests
of Moscow, Befjing and Wash-
i X

(https://theconversation.
«com/; Writer is Professor

of International Security,
University of Birmingham)

How Africa can reduce GHG emissions

EW study report by India-
based think tank Centre for
Science and Environment (CSE)
highlights the continent’s potential
in recycling industrial waste; calls
for policy reforms, infrastructure
investment, and industry-led col-
laborations to unlock the possibili-
ties
Lagos (Nigeria): Industrial waste
contributes 30-40 per cent of total
greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions
in Africa. A new report refeased
here today says the continent can
reduce its emissk

can drive both economic growth
and environmental sustainability”
Garg added: “The report stresses
on the need to prioritise industrial
waste and treat it as a resource and
a devdopment opportunity. By
adopting circular practices, indus-
tries can lower raw material costs,
improve energy efficiency, and re-
duce their GHG emissions while
creating job opportunities”
A call to action: Lagos

brings key regulators together: The
\mrhhop in Lagos brought togeth-

if it recydles this waste by muuung
and encouraging industrial waste
circularity.

“The report, titled ‘Africa’s Wasted
Potential: Unlocking  industrial
waste in circularity) has been pre-
pared and published by New Delhi
(India)-based think tank Centre for
Science and Environment (CSE). It
was refeased in Lagos at a pan- Afri-
«<a workshop jointly hosted by CSE
and Nigerias National Environ-
mental Standards and Regulations
Enforcement Agency (NESREA).

Speaking at the workshop, Ishita
Garg, Programme Manager, Indus-
trial Pollution, CSE said: “The CSE
report uncovers the unexplored
potential of industrial waste, a
resource often ignored.  Africa’s
circular economy efforts have re-
mained focused on plastic and
municipal waste, and industrial
waste has largely been overlooked.

k from Nigeria, Kenya,
bhuu Uganda and Tanzania and
is aimed at having focussed discus-
sions on strengthening regulations,
encouraging industry participa-
tion, and creating financial incen-
tives to enhance circularity across
industrial sectors.

Dr Christopher N Beka, Direc-
1 i Enfe

While Africa is
projected to double
its GHG emissions

by 2050 in a
business-as-usual
scenario, scaling up
circularity practices

could presenta

iy

significant opportunity. A few promising solutions
are emerging in different African countries: these
include the use of waste as altemative fuels in
cement plants, recycling other waste such as
tyres, paper, glass, cashew nuts, lead batteries

and

by 2050 ina b

waste larity in Africa is the

7
with NESREA represented Prof In-
nocent Barikor, Director General
of the Agency, at the workshop.
Speaking in the event, Dr Beka
said: "Africas industrial sector has
a unique opportunity to integrate
waste circularity -~ especially as
much of the continent’s industrial
infrastructure is yet to be built.
Regulatory frameworks need to
evolve to support industrial waste
circularity at large scale. Strength-
ening policies and enhancing in-
dustry participation will be crucial

in industrial waste sustainabill

This report emphasises the urgency
of addressing this issue and dem-
onstrates how circular solutions

goals”
Garg pointed out that “while Af-
rica is projected to double its GHG

usual scenario, scaling up circular-
ity practices could present a sig-
nificant opportunity to cut GHG
emissions at both country and
continent level”. The CSE report in-
dicates that 100 per cent recycling
of just four types of ind | waste

absence of comprehensive waste
inventories on the type and quan.
tity of industrial waste d

waste circularity and absence of
such essential information ques-
tions the handling and manage-
ment of industrial waste said
Garg. The CSE report also high-
lights the absence of industrial
waste targeted goals and actions in
circular economy polices of many
African countries, underscoring a
major barrier to large-scale imple-
mentation.

However, a few promising so-
lutions are emerging in different
African countries: these include
the use of waste as alternative fuels
in cement plants, recycling other
waste such as tyres, paper, glss,
cashew nuts, lead batteries that are
integrating waste materials into
their production processes. These
practices showcase the possibilities
of transforming industrial waste
into valuable resources while also
generating economic benefits by
creating new revenue streams and
minimising waste and reducing
GHG 5

The report says that many African
countries that are experiencing
rapid industrialization, lack data

on 1 waste in-

-- lead acid battery, glass waste,
cashew waste and ¢-waste -« could
reduce 8.7 million tonne of CO;,
which is a 2 per cent reduction in

duding figures on recydling, reuse

and disposal, making it difficult 1o

track material flows and identify
for dboulsnity S

Way abead: The key

ing global concern and growing domestic unease. The
i(akmd intensity of these protests suggest an aggressive
opposition to Trump’s policies. It marks the rebirth of a
sustained resistance movement—one centred not only
on identity and civil rights, but also bread-and-butter is-
sues like healthcare, jobs, and the cost of living. With fast
plummeting approval ratings and massive protests on the
streets, the Donald Trump may be the first US President
in history to become most unpopular in less than three
months of assuming the Oval Office.
N Sadhasiva Reddy, Bengaluru
o8

WHEN Donald Trump was elected as President of United
States for the first time some eight years ago, the same
public demonstrated in front of White House, as [ remember,
for his stepping down and hater experienced his full term. The
same situation is repeated now. People have to bear the brunt
for full four years as Trump was clected by people again. Blame
goes to electorate but the elected ("He's a lunatic, Hans Apl 7).

N Ramalakshmi, Secunderabad

Karl Marx teachings still relevant

decision 10 erect a statve of Kard Marx in Chennaiis a
significant move that highlights the relevance of his ideas to
present times, particulardy the call for workers of the world to
ud&hmb«m«mﬂﬂmﬂi&hﬁnx«m
acial. This statue
ﬂllm;«mmbﬂm&hm nﬂmmdn
cial justice. “Worki

TS Knrllul:. (.hrmm

SRH, CSK must pull their socks up

v Hyderabad (SRH) have now lost four
matches, despite kicking off their campaign with a staggering
usnnpniunmmk*d\mhrds(lk) 1hdrlm-
ing lincup has
ily!ndmlow‘nmkﬂ!lapnxhnwhwmwmu
mupam:chm-fmm a conceming statistic. SRH

currently able, just above Chennai
mmw(my.mhwﬁwmwmw
only a single win. CSK's struggles mirror SRH', with their bat-

ting lineup failing to fire when it matters most. The lack of intent
lﬁﬂﬂm;ﬂﬂhﬂibﬂh\ghbﬂmhithﬁl
mhmdh&kmmuummhbfﬁwundwim
dniwﬁxmw - Unless SRH and CSK make some seri-
ches, they could very well
be the first teams ebiminated from the tournament.
Nittala Srinath, Hyderabad

thehansreader@gmail.com

@ BENGALURU ONLINE

Seek resignation of Home Minister
over ‘sexist’ comment: BJP
NEW DELHI: The BJP on Monday demanded that Con-
gress Jeaders Rahul Gandhi and Priyanka Gandhi Vadra
seck Karnataka Home Minister G Parameshwaras resigna-
tion over his comment that incidents like molestation do
at times in a big city like Bengaluru.
Bll’ national spokesperson Shehzad Poonawalla alleged

dations: The CSE report presents a
strategic roadmap to scale up in-
dustrial waste circularity across the
continent. Some of its key recom-
mendations are as follows: Create
a national waste inventory to track
Sadoatited et g

total GHG emissions from the con-
tinent.

While the opportunities are
clear, the report also sheds light on
the barriers that hinder progress
on the ground. One of the major
roadblocks in enhancing industrial

PP y. Said
Garg: “The absence of such infor-
mation has resulted in dumping of
waste like skag, fly ash, plastic, ghss,
paper, ctc which are otherwise cas-
ily recyclable”

“Having a waste inventory is a
crucial first step towards industrial

e g recy-
cling, and disposal; Develop waste
mapping and cross-industry waste
exchange to repurpose waste as raw
materials; and, Develop and imple-
ment industrial waste-focused pol-
icies that establish sector-specific
guidelines.

is a “serial offender’, chiming that
be had made similar remarks trivialising crimes against
women during sexual assaults against them in the Karna-
taka capital in 2017. The BJP leader told reporters that
the Karnataka Congress leader has exhibited a brazen dis-
play of “most shocking, misogynist, patriarchal, sexist and
obnoxious mindset” by trivialising an incident that has
shocked the country, especially women of the state.
Parameshwara was responding to the incident where
a woman was molested in a secluded place in Sudda-
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Editor’s
TAKE
Bridging devotion
and development

The Pamban Bridge is a powerful testament
to the spirit of a new India
Th Is the New India we live in today ~ an India that no longer

pologises for its past, yot is boldly committed to progress, inno-
vation, and forging meaningful connections with the madem

world, In a stop towards and
spiritual connectivity, Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated
New Pamban Bridge In on the lon of

Ram Navami, This architectural marvel — the first vertical Iift sea
bridge in India — not only symbolises the seamless Integration of tra-
dition and technology but also stands as a proud testament to New
Indla’s relentless pursult of innovation.

The New Pamban Bridge, spanning 2.08 kilometres with 99 spans
and a central vertical 1ift span of 72,5 metres, |s a spectacular feat of
modem engineering. With an investment of over Rs 550 crore, this
bridge connects - an anclent site — to the
Indlan mainland.

The vertical lift mechanism can raise the bridge deck up to 17
maetres, allowing the passage of large ships. This capabllity positions
India among a select group of nations with such

A call for commitment in education

With quality in higher education intrinsically tied to a strong foundation laid at the primary level, the real
transformation lies in empowering and inspiring teachers and fostering ethical academic environments

he successful implementation of the
New Education Policy NEP -
2020 depends on its total accep-
tance at every level. Most impor-
tant umm‘:-hrm are the State gov-
ernments and then those Implementing it at
the grassroots, The level of excellence and qual-
Ity in higher education organically depends
on the quality and excellence achieved at the
primary school level and sustained up to the
sentor secondary level, This s the simplest
equation, obvious to all those working in the
arena. In education, one could safely attribute
the of excellence and
to the teachers, and what happens between
them and the learnes, at the professional level
and also at personal, emotional and empathes-
Ic levels. It Is the total commitment of the ndi-
vidual teacher, right from the pri school
1o the highest levels, that alone would make
a positive difference in an objective and pur-
poseful implementation of the policy.
Tt would be worthwhile to recall an exam-
ple of a nation that overcame Its destruction
and humiliation through serlous attention 1o

ture. Equipped to handle dual raliway tracks and designed with a spe-
clal polysiloxane coating for long-term resilience against the corro-
sive marine environment, the New Pamban Bridge represents a blend
of robust functionality and future-readiness.

The original Pamban Bridge, bullt in 1914 by British engineers,
served as a lifeline for over a century. It was a cantilover bridge fea-
turing a Scherzer rolling lift mechanism that allowed ships to pass,
QOver time, marine corrosion and growing transportation needs high-
lighted the need for a stronger, smarter structure,

In 2019, the Modi approved the of this
replacement, entrusting the project to Rall Vikas Nigam Limited
(RVNL), & Nawratna PSU under the Ministry of Raltways.

Now, the new structure stands not only as a replacement but as a
remarkable upgrade — one that signals India’s emergence as a global
player in Infrastructure development,

Prime Minister Modi's Inauguration of the New Pamban Bridge, cou-
pled with the flagging off of the Rameswaram-Tambaram Express
train, reflects a broader national narrative — one where development
Is deeply intertwined with cultural and spiritual herltage,

On Ram Navami, as devotees across the country celebrated the
birth of Lord Ram, the launch of this bridge served as a symbolic ges-
ture: uniting devotion with dynamism, faith with functionality.

Under Prime Minister Modi's leadership, India has been ticking off
one technical milestone after another — be it the world's highest rail
bridge In Jammu & Kashmir, the Atal Tunnel in Himachal Pradesh, or
the rollout of Vande Bharat trains.

The New Pamban Bridge joins this league of transformative infra-
structure, reaffirming the nation’s resalve to modernise without losing
touch with its roots. The message Is clear: New India Is not just bulld-
Ing bridges of steel and concrete; it Is also bullding bridges of trust,
tradition, and transformation. With every project, It Is asserting its
place on the global stage — not by imitating the West, but by setting
Its own benchmarks.

As the sun rises over the sacred shores of Rameswaram, the New
Pamban Bridge gleams not just as a symbol of connectivity, but as a
beacon of a nation on the move — where devotion meets develop-
ment, and where the future Is already under construction.

I eaderspeak

The Supreme Court must clarify who Is deserving and who is
not. Give us the list. No one has the right to break the
education system, In NEET, many allegations surfaced. The
Supreme Court did not cancel the examination. Why is Bengal
being targeted? We want to know, You are scared of Bengal's
talent

a— )

Letters to the Editor

g with school educ
1 & N

After WWIL, d and

would be the shape of the acadermic scenarlo
In the next ten years! On one side, the 1CTis
pouring In new potentialities that could

humiliated, Japan began its reconstruction by
priovitising education in its primary schools
and respecting and supporting their teachers.

learning opportunities and alter-

natives, and greatly impact the nature of the

age-old teacher — taught relationship! On the

other, new concerns are developing because
n

Maximum learning, brain develop and
the essence of growing up take place there. If
achild observes all abong a dedicated and com-
mitted work culture, observes how much value
Is accorded to the maximum utilisation of
time, and finds his teachers always full of
Inspired confidence, K\md of belng the cre-
ators of the future of the nation, could he ever
forget any one of these attributes when he takes
over the relns of some assignment as his time
approaches? In contrast to this, a reluctant,
unconcerned, lethargic approach to the
change in an educational institution could
Indeed be Injurious to all concerned,

Unfortunately, we in India suffer from such
anapproach ona lwny wide scale. This s
ported by several other factors, Some of t
State governments are opposing the
NEP-2020; they have declared their Intention
10 have their own policy of education.
Technically, they may do so, but will it serve
the larger cause of the nation, its progress and
development? Wil it help the young, sensi-
tive Jearners of dreams belore them?
The NEP-2020 is an outcome of an unprece-
dented consultation in which everyone had &
chance 1o participate,

The need to move ahead as a single, inte-
grated and cohesive national unit is the only
alternative in the fast-changing world of edu-
cation, which Is moving much beyond the
mere knowledge soclety or even a wisdom
soclety! It is not easy even to predict what

of human mig quent demo-
graphic, cultural and soclal changes. It would
necessarily Impact education, culture, and
mother-tongue related sensitivities, apart
from those of religlons and faiths. The single-
modal situations are getting converted into
multi-modal in several nations, and that
requires a fresh strategy for handling it. These
are not easy propositions, as is evident
from reports emenging from several countries
that had earlier experience only of a single lan-
?UI?(’. maonolithic culture and one religion!
ndla 1s hucky in this respect, but it is creat-
g bnsues that could serlousdy even the
much-needed implementation of a dynamic
dy ley. It ks b iy d
Robert Carnelro: “Indeed, we are l‘nmenlng
the emergence of a new breed of culture: that
developed by Homo or colleag
~ a culture of online networking made pos-
sible by the immediacy of modern informa-
ton and communication technologles. It Is
Important o note that the initial stages of con-
nectivity are directly linked to the needs of
Homo economicus, increasing his mastery of
the world"

Let [t also be realised that new knowledge
being discovered and created is mostly for
development, growth and progress. Mostly, it
focuses on bringing the best out of the mind
only, completely ignoeing the “Heart; out of the
synergy of the trio that Gandhi had proposed
much earlier: being the best out of "Head, Hand

and Heart'! India just cannot ignore the other
two, becawse of Ity specific needs. Actual pri-
oritles could be rﬂ‘x:m-d depending on the
emerging scenario, The majority of the young
persons in India asplre to get a job after com-
pleting thelr education, They are neither
tralned in adequate skills nor trandormed in
attitude to consider the power of ideas and
Imagination they are blessed with, along with
the skills of creativity and inherent human
curlosity! Another factor that deserves serl-
ous deliberation was pointed out by Albert
Einsteln around & century agoc “The most
Important human endeavour Is the striving foe
morality in our actions. Our inner balance und
even our exlstence
depends on it”

This must become
the prime objectiveol
NEP-2020, in its
implementation. Too
much technology and
Al could create more
obstructions in this
sphere l’\()"l{, In
other words, almost
the entire process of
knowledge development Is for a cosmocrat-
fewoclety that s already in a pretty well-estab-
lished state, and occupying increasingly larg-
er space for itself. Needless to refterate, ¢
soclal, cultural, economic, lingulstic and reli-
hous factors shall always make their presence
Tedt — but saddly enough, handling these would
gradually become more and more complex,
If sensible and sensitive actions are not prop-
erly Initiated well in time and with sincere and

ethical considerations, The implementation of *

the NEP-2020 shall have to remain alert to
such developing situations, Academic auton-

omy Is often the subject of certain actual and
presumed Intrusions that academics do not
necessarlly relish. It is ultimately the respon-
sibility of universities, colleges and other insti-
tutions to decide how they will implement the
policy, and harmonise with the indications
glven to them bY centraland State agencies.
The peod credibility of every

Is determined by the academic stature and pro-
fesslonal contributions of its academic faculty,

Faculty members need 10 remember that no
profession diminishes in public esteem and
credibility due to external factons — It s always
internal factors that matter, and the most sig-
nificant Is the moral and ethical component,
s has been proved in numerous nstances. The
qudlt{enl the academic contributions, the new
knowledge generated, and the new q:rlla»
tons suggested make a very positive differ
ence in restoring it! Maintaining high profes-
slonal standards requilres a serious commit-
ment to both the profession, values and the
learners Education policles have to be dynam-
b — more dynamic than in the past. In the
future, changes will occur more frequently
than in the past.

The most significant consequence of this
will be the increasing acceptance of profession-
al responsibility by academics. Regardless of
the Jevel at which they m:rm knowledge, cre-
ate knowledge, and acquire new knowledge,
It ds thelr personal as well as institutional con-
fidence that ‘we are the creaton of future gen-
erations and bullders of new India’ that
would make all the difference. Alm at perfec-
tion, excellence will certainly follow and
become visible,

(The wiiter works In edecation, socksl cohesion and
selgious amity, We s an Atal Fellow with PMML, New
Do, Views am personal)

Nurturing Bharat’s adolescents for the future

SECOND
Oplmon
BY RAHUL KUMAR

and anticipation for children and parents alike,
Recently, Prime Minister Narendra Modi, during his
120th episode of Mann Ki Baat aired on 30 March 2025, pas-
slonately encouraged schools, families, and communities to
use these months meaningfully,. With hashtags like
#MyHolidays and eHolidayMemories, PM Modi beautiful-
ly highlighted that vacations could be more than just leisure;
they could nurture holistic growth in young minds.In this
context, Its essential to reflect on how the National
Education Policy (NEP) 2020 and institutions like the Centre
for Cultural Resources and Training (CCRT) are shaping
the future of Bharat, particularly focusing on adolescents,
The NEP 2020 is celebrated worl ¢ for s vislonary stance
on education that bridges traditional cultural wisdom with
modern interdisciplinary practices,
It recognises adolescence as a vital stage of personal and
emotional growth — a truth vividly captured in Netflix's
recent serles Adolescence, where teenagers struggle to find

Sumum vacations are here again, bringing excitement

in the direction of the unknown." aptly summarising the
potential and restlessness of youth,

Here, CCRT steps in effectively, translating the vision of
NEP 2020 and National Curriculum Framework (NCF)
2023into reality. CCRT has been actively promoting arts and
cultural education by blending age-old wisdom with con-
temporary teaching methods. UNESCO's Framework for
Culture and Arts Education highlights pwulm( this — cul-
tural literacy s not just beneficial but essentlal for sustain-
able and cohesive socletles,

Globally, successful educational models, such as those in
Finland, South Korea and Japan, underscore the importance
of cultural education, Finland, often praised for its educa-
tion system, Integrates cultural appreciation deeply within
Its curriculum, Similarly, South Korea has carned global
recognition for infusing its educational framework with &
rich cultural heritage,

Bharat, long celebrated as a Vishwaguru, now has the
opportunity to reclaim its leadership by implementing cul-
tural education initiatives guided by policies like
CCRT's initiatives (under the Ministry of Culture,
Government of Indla) — which include the Digital District
Repository (DDR) m«l and specialised teacher-training
workshops in art-based pedagogy — have profoundly influ-
enced adolescents, especially at the grassroots level.

These initiatives foster a genuine sense of cultural pride

thelr identity amid cultural and | P
Anthropologist Margaret Mead once remarked, “The
young, Tree to act on thelr Initlative, can lead their elders

and self- helping young people navigate identi-
ty struggles similar to those depicted realistically in
dolescence. With the summer holidays upon us, the tim-

ing couldn't be better. PM Modi's appeal resonates with
CCRT' vislon of turning lelsure time Into learning
adventures,

Imagine our children swapping mundane afternoons of
screen time for immersive storytelling sesstons, theatre work-
shops, or hand. P In trad | crafts,
Certalnly, these experiences promise far richer holiday sto-
rles to share with hashtags #MyHolidays and
#HolidayMemories!

Furthermaore, cultural and herltage education nurtures
empathy — an mdlllzen»hk quality in our rapidly global-
fsing world. It al | restlience, equipping ado-
lescents with the confidence to address modern-day chal-
lenges, S0, as summer camps begin and cheerful volces echo
through activity-filled sesslons, let us recognise the perfect
harmony between NEP 2020% vision and CCRT'S mission,
Together, they foster culluul:‘v consclous, globally mind-
ed citizens deeply rooted in Bharatiya traditions. Indeed,
Bharat, as the original Vishwagury, s well-positioned w lead
by example in educational innovation. Cultural education
Is not merely about preserving traditions — It is about
cmpnvrmnr the next generation,

Let’s wholeheartedly embrace this idea, transforming this
summer vacation into an unforgettable journey of cultur-
al discovery and growth for Bharat's adolescents.

M puty aad Tr
(CCHT). an autonomous organisaties under the Minkstry of Culbess.
New Delhi; Views are personsl)

PAMBAN BRIDGE INAUGURATED:
BRIDGING PROGRESS AND DEVOTION

INDIA AND SRI LANKA: THE WAY FORWARD

Madam — This Is in response to the article “Bullding
Bridges with Sel Lanka”™ published on 7 April, Prime
Minister Modl's visit to Sri Lanka, following President
Anura Kumara Dissanayake’s December visit to India,
holds great significance,

Our bilateral relations faced turbulence during Ranil
Wickremesinghe's tenure, as Sri Lanka drew closer to
China, Given the island nation’s strategic location,
Indla cannot afford to Ignore it, When the left-leaning
Dissanayake assumed office, there were concerns about
further deterioration in ties. However, India’s consistent
support during Sl Lankaseconomic crisis appears to have
had a positive impact.

It bs encouraging that President Dissanayake has recog-
nised India as a vital ally. The agreements signed between
the two countries, covering defence, energy, and trade,
are a step in the right direction. His categorical assur-
ance that Sri Lankan territory will not be used against
India Is particularly reassuring, This marks a promising
new chapter in Indo-Sel Lankan relations, grounded in
our longstanding people-to-people and cultural ties, Both
nations must now malntaln momentum through dialogue
and mutual respect. That is the path to reglonal peace
and shared prosperity,

BAL GOVIND | NOIDA

END OF GLOBALISATION? The WAQF ACT 2025: WHO BENEFITS? -r-m-m bo 00 more auspicious L., deserve Immense pralse for
occasion than the day of Ram twming this vislonary project lnto o
Madam — The UK’ recent declaration on the end of  Madam — Apropos the concerns our civil sockety has long Navam to Inaugurate one of madity. The bridge will also provide &
globalisation (as reported in The Ploneer, April 7, 2025) P dabout blind lisen and far-right India's marvels - the New  sigaificant boost to the Char Dham
was unsurprising. The WTO, once strongly promoted by these now appear increasingly justified. It has became clear Pamban Radiway Bridge. This bridge project.
its creators, has now been sidelined In favour of free trade  that blind nationalism and majoritarianism are two sides of connects malnland Indio to We hope this new bridge wit elevate
and bilateral agreements tallored t specific national inter-  the same coin — where excessive devotion to one’s own rell- Rameshwaram Island. India’'s ecomomic, spiritual, and socls!
ests, Globall Initially y d the free gloa and country, accompanied by prejudice against others, An levestment of €704 crore has cooperation to the next level.
of capital, goods, labour, and services, and aimed to dis-  ultimately fosters majority dominance and marginalisation resutted In not anly & state-of-the-art As the New Pamban Raltway Bridge
mantle protectionist policies, of minorities, engineering mastorplece but also o opens on this sacred day of Ram
However, In practice, a few powerful countries galned During debates on the Wagf Board in Parllament, sever- structure of deep spiritual sigaificance  Navami, It marks not just the unvelling
disproportionately, while others were left behind. Now,  al opposition MPs warned that such actions would not remakn for the mation. As India's fiest vertical-  of & mosumental infrastructure project,
under leaders like Mr Trump, protectionism has made  confined to Musims. They feared that Chirlstians, Sikhs, Jains, Nt radtway sen bridge, capable of rising  but also the strongtheaing of India's
a strong comeback — hxgh.l'lshun concerns about domes-  and Parsis would also be targeted. Thelr fears were confirmed WP 1o 17 metres b Just five minutes, it cultural and spirtual fabric,
the markets being exploited by omsn powers. A major  when, shortly after the Bl was passed, the RSS-affiliated stands as & true symbel of This marved will seeve as o beacon of
shift Is underway — perhaps towards a new economic  English magazine Orgai blished an article comp progress and enhanced  lanovation, falth, and unity ~ ushering
order that Is more inclusive. Yet, we must acknowledge  the landholdin of the Catholic Church and the Wagl Hoard, durabllity, with minimal susceptibllity b o new era of connectivity and
that capital inh ly neeks ! and canact g g “Who owns more land in India?® 10 conrosion. dovelopment. With heartfeit
predatory In the process. The article clalmed that the Catholic Church owns over The 2.08 km-long rallway line of the  congratulations to all who made this
1f this lnmm1 point helps 1t populations mired in 7 crore hectares of land, making it the largest non-govern- Now Pamban Bridge Is more than o dream & reality, we look forward to the
poverty, especially the 1 billion Indlans currently exclud-  ment landowner. The RSS continues to gulde this govern- physical limk — It's & conmection to the  many journeys this bridge will carry,
ed from market participation due to poverty, hunger, and  ment, and lt:kamua often take precedence. The Waqf Bill apiritual heart of Rameshwaram for both workdly and dine.
malnutrition — it will be a truly welcome  will not benefit Muslims; instead, it risks transferring com- milBans of Indians, Indian Rakways,
development.Let us hope for a new policy direction that  munity land to corporate allies, And after the Muslims, the particulary the Rallway Vikas Nigam KIRTI WADHAWAN | KANPUR
genuinely boosts the purchasing power and quality of life  Catholic Church will likely be next. Sikhs, fains, Buddhists,
of the marginalised, and Parsis may soon find themselves similarly targeted.
AD0 words.
AG RAIMOHAN | ANANTPUR % sypreion o Rodhon.
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The unfinished journey of India-China relations

From the optimism of Panchsheel to the shadows of the 1962 war, the story of the Dragon and the Elephant is one of trust gained and lost,

of cooperation in multilateral arenas, and of a shared yet often conflicting vision for Asia’s future

he relationship between India and

China, two of the oldest civilisations in

the world, has been a saga marked by

both shared history and contentious

moments. As the two natlons now cel-
ebrate the Platinum Jubilee of their diplomatic ties,
the journey of their complex relationship reveals
a fascinating story of aspirations, trust, mistrust,
and evolving geopolitical realities.

When India and China first established diplo-
matic ties in 1950, it was a moment of promise.
Indla was the first non-socialist country to for-
mally recognise the People’s Republic of China
(PRC) following its establishment after a bloody
civil war. India, under the leadership of Jawaharlal
Nehru, was focused on promoting a vision of
peaceful coexistence and non-alignment during
the Cold War. Nehru saw a future where the two
Aslan glants could cooperate to achieve region-
al peace and stability. This vision was encapsu-
lated in the Panchsheel Agreement signed in 1954,
based on five guiding principles: respect for ter-
ritoral integrity, mutual non-aggression, non
interference in each other's internal affairs,
equality and mutual benefit, and peaceful coex
Istence.

The relationship, however, was fraught with
challenges from the start. China’s refusal to hon
our the McMahon Line, which demarcated the
border between Tibet and India, and its invasion
of Tibet In 1950, created early tensions. India,
under Nehru's leadership, viewed China’s expan
slonist ambitions with increasing suspicion.

The fact that India offered sanctuary to the
Dalai Lama, Tibet’s spiritual leader, following an
uprising in Tibet in 1959, was seen by China as
a direct affront to its sovereignty. Beljing accused
India of meddling in its internal affairs, especial
Iy over the Tibet issue, and the relationship began
to sour.

Nehru, ever the optimist, sought to engage with
China diplomatically. He believed that forging
closer ties would help India address its security
concerns and create a stable, peaceful environment
in Asia,

However, the signing of the Panchsheel
Agreement in 1954 .i(ld not resolve the underly-
Ing Issues. By the early 1960s, border skirmish-
es between Indian and Chinese forces were
becoming Increasingly frequent.

The situation escalated in 1962, leading to the
war that India would later describe as a crushing
defeat. In just a matter of weeks, India lost over
3,000 soldiers and territory in Aksal Chin — an
area China had already occupied by the time of
the conflict. The defeat left deep scars in the
Indian psyche and marked the lowest point in
India-China relations. Over the years, both
nations struggled to reconcile their differences.
In the aftermath of the 1962 war, the relationship
remained largely antagonistic for decades, with
distrust growing over time. Even as the world
around them shifted dramatically, with the Cold

War coming to an end, the rise of globalisation,
and China'’s economic liberalisation — India and
China found themselves caught in the crosscur-
rents of global politics. China's increasing engage
ment with the West, especially the United States,
was viewed with suspicion in Indla, especially as

India cultivated deeper ties
with the US in the 21st cen-
tury. The early optimism of
Panchsheel began to fade as
both countries realised that
thelr Interests in Asia and on
the global stage — were often
at odds.In the 1980s, Prime
Minister Rajiv Gandhi's visit
to China in 1988 marked a
thaw In bilateral relations.
China's economic reforms
under Deng Xiaoping were
ylelding positive results, and
India, too, was opening up its
economy. Gandhi, in his visit to China, reaffirmed
India’s stance on territorial integrity, especially
over disputed areas like Aksai Chin.

Despite the thaw, however, the spectre of the
1962 war continued to hover over the relationship,
and issues such as the status of Tibet, the Dalai
Lama, and China’s growing influence In Asia

remained unresolved. In the years that followed,
both countries began to recognise the importance
of cooperating in global forums. The rise of BRICS
(Brazil, Russia, India, China, and South Africa)
in the 20005 highlighted the growing significance
of emerging economies on the global stage. Yet,
even as China and India engaged in multilateral
settings like BRICS and the Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation (SCO), their bilateral ties were con

tinually tested.

For China, the SCO provided a platform to
assert its leadership in Central Asia and, by exten-
slon, its Influence over the Global South. For India,

e organisation offered a way to engage with its
neighbour while simultaneously countering
China's growing assertiveness in the region. The
SCO, however, could never completely shield the
two natlons from the larger geopolitical currents
that often drove them apart.

As China's economic power and military ¢
bilities grew, India’s strategic positioning
the global order became more important, €
Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) presented both
opportunities and challenges for India. While
China promised infrastructure investment across
the developing world, including In South Asia,
India expressed concerns over the so-called
“debt-trap diplomacy” that came with these

g

Investments.

India feared that Chinese loans to smaller coun-
tries could lead to unsustainable debt burdens,
eventually giving China undue political leverage
India’s concerns were particularly acute in Sri
Lanka, Pakistan, and other neighbouring coun.
tries, where Chinese Investments were seen as part
of a broader strategic move to establish Chinese
dominance in South Asia.

The Issue of the Dalai Lama continues to be a
thorn in the side of Sino-Indian relations. For
India, offering sanctuary to the Dalal Lama has
been a e.y-mhu{zul its support for the Tibetan cause.
For China, however, the Dalal Lama remains a fig
ure of contention — seen as a challenge to its sov-
ereignty over Tibet.

In recent years, as India has taken a stronger
stance on human rights and has deepened its
strateglc ties with the West, China has become
Increasingly critical of India’s stance on Tibet and
other Issues.

India’s rising thes with the US have further com
plicated its relationship with China. The two coun-
tries’ growing strategic partnership — especially
in the context of the Indo-Pacific — has led to
Increasing tensions between Beljing and New
Delhi. China’s growing assertiveness in the South
China Sea, its Belt and Road Initiative, and its

FIRST

C()lumn

growing military presence have placed India in
a difficult position.

Despite attempts at dialogue, there is an unde-
niable tension between Indla’s desire for a more
secure and independent global role and China’s
pursui of reglonal and global dominance

n the past two decades, both India and China
have had to grapple with the geopolitical realities
of an interconnected world. India’s participation
in BRICS and the SCO, Its deepening ties with the
US, and its Increasingly assertive stance in
reglonal and global politics have put it at odds with
China’s ambitions, Meanwhile, China’s global foot-
Klln( has only expanded, further complicating

ilateral ties.

The Dragon and the Elephant, once bound by
common aspirations of peace and prosperity, now
find themselves facing a more competitive and
uncertain future. As the two countries celebrate
the Platinum Jubilee of their diplomatic ties, the
relationship between India and China remains as
complex as ever.

While cooperation in multilateral forums like
BRICS and SCO continues, unresolved issues,
mincluding border disputes, the Tibet question
and the growing competition for global influence
— continue to challenge the bilateral relationship.

The journey of the Dragon and the Elephant
Is far from over, and it remains to be seen whether
these two great nations can navigate their differ-
ences and work toward a future of peaceful coex
istence or if history will continue to repeat itself.
Yet, the geopolitical realities of the 21st centu
ry present an opportunity for these two glants,
often described as the “Dragon” and the “Elephant’,
to transform their cooperation into a force capa-
ble of reshaping glnh-.\r;mwu dynamics.

As emerging economic powers, India and
China have the potential to create a partnership
that could challenge existing global structures and
bring about a new era of economic collaboration,
technological innovation, and global influence.
The comparison to a “sleeping glant” is fitting in
this context: just as Chinas rise was once predict-
ed to “shake the world", the cooperation between
India and China holds the potential to disrupt and
transform the global order.
1f both nations can overcome their historical griev-
ances and align thelr Interests, thelr combined
influence in global forums such as BRICS and the
Shanghal Cooperation Organisation (SCO) could
lead to an era where their collective strength could
rival any other power bloc
The future of their relationship, while uncertain,
offers a tantalising possibility: if the Dragon and
the Elephant truly cooperate, they could shake the
world in ways that extend far beyond their region-
al borders — creating a new, more balanced world
order.

(The writer Is & professor at the Cestre for South Asian
Staies, School of intemational Studies and Sociss Sclences,
y Cemtral Usiversity; Vi

India and Sri Lanka: Coping with shared myths and divided realities

Revered in Sri Lanka as a wise and noble king, Ravana's dual identity reflects a broader narrative of cultural divergence, geopolitical entanglement,
and historical amnesia between two nations whose fates remain intricately intertwined

avan Mandir in Uttar

Pradesh, as 1 observed dur

ing my recent visit, a tem

ple claiming to mark the

birth place of Ravana, the
central character in the Ramayana —
remains largely forgotten, drawing little
attention from the masses. Situated in an
area characterised by extreme poverty
and surrounded by the harsh realities of
modern Indian (nequality — despite
Indla’s projected rise as the third-largest
global economy by 2030 — the temple's
isolation reflects the broader disconnec
tion between India and Sri Lanka.

While Ravana is demonised across
India during the annual Dussehra festi-
val, where c}‘ngm of the Lankan king are
burnt in a symbolic ritual of good tri-
umphing over evil, Sri Lanka holds him
in high regard, revering him as a hero-
Ic, spiritual leader and a legitimate ruler
of ancient Lanka, This contrasting por
trayal of Ravana, as a villain in India and
as a revered leader in Sri Lanka — high-
lights the profound contradictions at the
heart of Indo-Sri Lankan relations,
which remain largely absent from main-
stream discourse.

This intertwined relationship — root-
ed in myth and cultural heritage but
shaped by gmrulmu. has been marked
by moments of unity and tension. There

SN ARG END ¥ o
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ment in Sri Lankas future s far from inci-
dental

The island nation is grappling with
multiple crises — economic Instability,
escalating debt, and regional security
concerns. The economy has been hit hard
in recent years, further exacerbated by the
ISIS-inspired Easter Sunday attacks, the
COVID-19 pandemic, natural disasters,
and an increasing dependence on foreign
debt

While Sri Lanka seeks economic recov-
ery, the legacy of Indo-Sri Lanka rela-
tions heavily shapes its policies. Despite
acknowledging India’s importance as a
key neighbour and trade partner, Sri
Lanka remains wary of excessive rellance
on India, especially regarding sensitive
issues like the Tamil question and north-
ern soverelgnty,

It is well known that Modi's adminis-
tration has sought to assert a more
active role in South Aslan geopolitics, and
Sel Lanka is no exception. His govern-
ment has focused on strengthening ties
with Sri Lanka, especially in terms u}‘rur
nomic cooperation and security partner-
ships. However, this strategy is not with-
out its challenges. What is undeniable is
that Sri Lanka's future — whether its
political leaders and citizens accept it or
not, Is inextricably linked to its relatiol
ship with India. As a small island nation,

have been times when the two nations
worked together, fought side by side, and
supported each other unconditionally.
During Swami Vivekananda’s visit to the
US, with a stopover in Colombo, his com-
panion Anagarika Dharmapala generous-
ly offered some of his speaking time to
Vivekananda, who had not been Includ-
ed on the speakers’ list

This is how Vivekananda's lconic
speech at the 1893 Parliament of the
Worlds Religions in Chicago, |

Army and his fight for Indian indepen-
dence. Dr B.R. Ambedkar, who convert-
ed to Buddhism in 1956, the same year
Srl Lanka veered towards deceptive
nationalist sentiments — visited the
island In 1954 to explore the Buddhist
soclal order. However, tensions between
India and Sri Lanka resurfaced dramat
lcally during the 1970s when India
became embrodled in Sl Lanka’s internal
politics. As N Dixit explained in his
Asslg t Colombo, “Inter-state rela-

with “Sisters and Brothers of America!’,
became one of history’s most renowned
orations. Later, Vivekananda played a
decisive role In the establishment of the
Maha Bodhi Soclety.

Furthermore, Mahatma Gandhi's visit
to Sri Lanka in 1927, during which he
sought to rally support for India’s strug-
gle against British colonlalism, saw Sel
Lankans offering both moral and finan-
clal support. Subhas Chandra Bose also
visited Sri Lanka during World War 11 to
garner support for the Indian National

tions are not governed by the logic of
morality. They were and they remain an
amoral phenomenon”

India’s covert support for Tamil insur
gents in Sri Lanka dates back to the
1970s, well before the acknowledged
Intervention of the late 1980s.
Declassified CIA documents reveal that
India provided clandestine aid to Tamil
extremist groups, driven by regional
ambitions and a desire to exert influence
over the Tamil population in Sri Lanka.
Dixit recounts a conversation with JR

Jayewardene’s wife,
during which she
asked whether
Rajiv Gandhi
would ensure the
President’s safety
and his continua-
tion in power if he
faced the danger
of being over-
thrown.

Some reports
suggest  that
Indira’s India

hoped that supporting the Tamils would
counterbalance Sri Lanka's alignment
with Western powers. However, this
strategy backfired as the situation in Sri
Lanka escalated, forcing India to reassess
its role

Amid this turmoll, Prime Minister
Rajlv Gandhl’s decision to send the
Indian Peacekeeping Force (IPKF) to Sri
Lanka In 1987 further complicated
Indo-Sri Lankan relations. Intended to

enforce peace under the Indo-Sri Lanka
Accord, this move did little to resolve the
Tamil issue and culminated in a disas
trous confrontation between Indian
forces and the LTTE, with the alleged
crimes committed by peacekeepers dis-
appearing without accountability. These
events, often seen as mismanagement or
poor judgement, were more a result of the
power dynamics at play, with Sei Lanka
caught between the conflicting interests
of major regional powers — India on one
side and the West on the other,

The strategic manoeuvring that led to
the signing of the 1987 Indo-Srl Lanka
Accord was not an isolated event. The
agreement itsell was the product of
years of behind-the-scenes negotiations
and geopolitical calculations

The CIA, with its long-standing
involvement in South Asla, Is sald to have
played a role in shu.rlng the Accord, seek-
ing to curb India’s influence in Sri Lanka
while keeping the island aligned with
Western interests,

The Accord, which mandated India’s
involvement in Sri Lanka's internal con
flict, was, In many ways, a forced com
promise — a diplomatic solution
designed to balance competing geopolit
ical Interests while avoiding a full-blown
conflict. But this decision came at a heavy
cost. India’s intervention in Sri Lanka
during the late 1980s remains a point of
contention, particularly in light of the
subsequent assassination of Rajiv Gandhi
in 1991 by the LTTE.

Sixteen years after the war ended in
May 2009, Sri Lanka continues to face
significant challenges, both domestical
Iy and internationally, with Indla playing
a pivotal role. In this context, Prime
Minister Modi's visit to Sri Lanka
assumes even greater importance.

Although not his first visit as Prime
Minister, this trip is far more than a mere
diplomatic gesture; it comes at a time
when Sri Lanka Is undergoing fundamen
tal changes in its political landscape. As
history has demonstrated, India’s involve-

Sri Lanka has limited scope for indep
dent economic and political manoeuvre.
The opportunities for Sri Lankan busi
nesses in [ndia’s vast market are immense,
but 50 too are the risks of becoming over-
ly dependent on its powerful neighbour.

Modl's visit, then, presents a crucial
moment for both nations to reassess thelr
relationship, not through the lens of past
grievances, but with an eye on future pos
sibilities. Whether Sri Lanka can balance
its autonomy with the growing necessi-
ty for regional partnerships remains
uncertain, but the coming years will
determine whether it continues to view
India as a strategic partner or an impos-
ing neighbour.

Having suffered enough, it's time for
Srl Lankans to break free from the fear-
mongering grip and selze opportunities
beyond their shores with bold strategies
before the market devours them

(The writer is a cobumnist based in Colombo;
Views are personal)
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chbooba Mufti, the former Chief
Minister of Jammu and Kash-

mir and People's Democratic

Party leader, in an interview with DI's
Majid, emphasised that the final

sobution to the Kashmir issue can only be
achieved when the region is demilitansed
and its people feel a sense of accomplish-

such a large number of senior keaders, the
public starts to view it as a broken party.
The question then becomes: what are we
voting for?

Do you acknowledge that the PDP's
alllance with the BJP played arole inthe
party'sdedine?

You, sbsckutst

the contentious issue of Article 370, chal-
ey SN N SR ]

With the BJI

herviews on the way forward for Kashmir
and its people. Excerpes:

The PDP
inthe 2024

tions. What do you think were the main
reasons behind it?

in J&K, is there room for two major

Conference?

1 you look at our history, we began
with justone MLA, at a time when the
situation in Kashmir was not ideal. The
NLwnsm pamrwnhw Ml.As )rtwr

PANORAMA
“T’he Kashmirproblem is more than justabout Article 370’

n L e
® Tuesday
nterview
With
Mehbooba Mufti

former CM of J&K
and PDP leader

had alarger purpose—to find a solution to
the )uuhm:r tssue. M) (mlu-r (late Mufti

The primary reason was the
anger among pmpkmpni.mhwr
2015 alkance with the BJP. Ad

wehad the people’s
interest at heart. Success in politics is
about le's

since 2018, the BJP government at the
oy crorked |

% the people

Centre has worked
the PDP. Almost 60 of our key leaders,
including MLAs, MLCs, and MPs, left the
party. A strong political presence takes
atleast 20 years, and when a party loses

‘Why not? It hass to come back through the
Judiciary.

However, | would argue that the Kashmir
problem is more than just about Article
370, Even if it is restored, many other
steps are needed 1o resolve the issue,

9

the J&K Union Territory for almost six
months now. What's your take on his
government's performance?

Ttis too early to make a judgement.
However, the problems in J&K go beyond
Justi infrastructure development. Political

retrieval of Pak-occupled Kﬂlni B
thatrealistic?
Twish the government would first focus
onthe 4,500 sq km that China has taken
over. The rhetoric about PoK is one thing,
but India should first address what it ac-
tually has control over. At the same time,
we see rising hostility against Musims
in Indlia, and T wish that would stop, My
suggestion to the g,:mnln\:-nl of ll\du |s
thl

need 1o be addressed, and we
haven't seen much action from the Omar
government on that front,

Pakistan, separatists, and even mill-
mwmwlmﬂmwk

mmmecumv
We don't expect miracles, but there are

basic expectations. Pmpiﬂmmdﬂnl an
elected g d up for
them, 'l'hev wanted toseean endtothe

build roads and i
he didn't want to bea CM just for that. His
goal was to resolve the Kashmir problem,
and that could only be done with the

A "lilnll.
e et
wnmmmmunum
as youdidin 20157

Idon't consider the alliance a mistake. It

f the central government,

Do you still elleve that Article 370 will
beeventually restored?

mcwn. has already ruled on this

It doc:n 't matter. No authority isabsolute,
especially when it comes to! human dedi-
sions. I believe the Government of Tndia
will have to reconsider it if they genu-
inely want to resolve the Kashmir issue.

Astaggering $1.9 trillion in extra industrial lending is fueling a continued flood of
exports that could be spread even wider across the world by the Trump tariffs

KEITH BRADSHER

or decades, the world's largest

car factory was Volkswagen's

complex in Wolfsburg, Ger

many, But BYD, the Chinese

electric carmaker, is building

two factories in China, each
capable of producing twice as many cars
as Wolfsburg,

Recent data from China’s central bank
shows that state-controlied banks lent an
extra $1.9 trillion to industrial borrowers
over the past four years. On the fringes
of cities all over China, new factories are
being built day and night, and existing fac-
tories are being upgraded with robots and
automation.

China's investments and advances in
manufacturing are producing a wave of
exports that threatens to cause factory
closings and layoffs not just in the United
States but alsoaround the globe.

“The tsunami is coming for everyone,”
said Katherine Tai, who was the United
States Trade Representative for former
President Joseph R Biden Jr.

President Trump's steep tariffs
announced on April 2, which have
caused stocks in Asia and elsewhere to
plunge, were themost drastic response yet
to China's export push. From Brazil and
Indonesia to Thailand and the European
Unon, many countries have already moved
more quietly toincrease tariffs as well,

Chinese leadersare furiousat the recent

‘tradebary ticu
I:niy “Trump's kst tarifis. Theylalc‘ pride
in China's high savings rate, long work
Iunmuhb(mdamcu‘mx.gmmuﬂwh

[

D
electricians, welders, mechanics, construc-
tion workersand other skilled tradesmen.

On State television April 5 night, an
anchor solemnly read a government state-
ment tnnd(-mnmx the United States: “Itis

OH ILLUSTRATION: DEEPAK HARICHANDAN

e tsunamiof China’s
global exportsis coming

Leadersaround the workd are struggling
todecide whether toraise rade barriersto

China’s automakers were preparing a
pmhmmlhr Ameriean anmﬂn in2017,
15

T
tional economic and trade order” 50 as “to
servethe hegemonic interestsof the US.”

Five years ago, before a housing bubble
burst towers
dotted practically every city in China. To-
day, manyof those cranes are gone and the
onesthatareleft seldom move. At Beijing's
behest, banks have rapidly shifted their
lending from real estate to industry

China Is using more factory robots than

them are made in China by Chinese com-
panies, although some components are
still lmpunu:l Mlvr sﬂvmll ycanu‘ rapsd
wrowth

mllnv
8

percent this year.
When Zeekr,a Chinese electric unmk

¥ "indus-
rial sectors,

GAC Motorin
(..uunyhuu l.)um bn)ug)\r dozens of US

China has been rapidly ding its
shareof global manufacturing for decades,
The growth came mainly at the expense
of the United States and other longtime
industrial powers, but also of developing
countries, China has its share to

card y by lh:n Nu

vinyland tires.

Robert E Lighthizer, who was the Unit-
ed States Trade Representative in Trump's
first term, said that the latest American tar-
iffs “are lmu overdue medicine — the real

3

irmb&TT pany

and mxmvans in the United States l;l;lT\c
rmluf 2019, ButGACandother Chinese au-
plansafter Trump

32%and rising, from 6% in 2000,

China’s factory output is bigger than
the combined manufacturing of the Unit-
ed States, Germany, Japan, South Korea
and Britain.

Even before Trump won a second term,

Auded 125% tari i 1
months later,

Chinese companies still sell almost no
cars in the US. That is unlikely to change:
With Trump's latest moves, Chinese car-
me“lrrs‘nm-h}«- US tariffs s hi th as181%.

ing their final year inoffice about industrial
overcapacity in China. They raised some
tariffs, notably on dlectric cars,
But during |h|-n first three years, Biden
ks

er, da factory four;

bo, atwo-hour drive south of \h:nu;hm lil‘
facility had 500 robots, Nowit has 820, and
many more are planned. As new

come online, China's exports are rapidly
acoelerating. They rose 13,3%in 2023 and

then another 17.3% last year. =
ks

I h’uwdm

tighter
high-end scmlcmdmnrs citing national
security concerns. They leftin phu taniffs
of7.5%t025% that Tr

Loers : Mg

and have pivoted their export campaigns
elsewhere. Their sales have soared in Aus-
tralia and Southeast Asia, taking market
share from Japanese and brands.
In Mexico, Chinese carmalers held just
0. 3%--1!,0]7 byhn\mr itwas over 20%

of Chinese
policy that has created bnathulnm. overs
capacity and globalimbalances.

China is exporting so mum partly be-
cause its own people are buying so little. A
housing market crash since 2021 has wiped
out much of the savings of the middle class
and ruined many wealthy families,

Tax revenues are falling, but military
spending is rising rapidly. That has left the
government waryof il
ic stimulus to help consumers, China has
offset its housing debacle instead with its
exportcampaign, creating millions of jobs
0 build, outfit and operate factories.

Some Chinese economists have recently
joined Western economists in suggesting
that the country needs to strengthen its
meagersocial safety net. Arthe startof this
year, i

pean Union,
d evid f Chinese sub

half of Chinas exports to the United States
in his first term.

Lending by state banks i ding
a boom in corporate rescarch and devel-
opment. Huawei, a conglomerate making
items as varied as smartphones and auto

the president’s
much tougher approach this thme will play
out. Tariffs have occasionally slowed Chi-
na's growth in exports, hul not stopped it,

sidies, prompted EU officials last October
o impose tariffs of up 1o 45% on electric
cars from China.
China is not just building car factorles.
It has built more petrochemical refin-
ery capacity in the past five years, for
Europe,

seniors was just $17 a month, That barely

buys groceries, even in rural China,
Chinese officials rrjmud lhc ad\icr o

increase

thatcame outon March 5, had a $3, Irlﬂt'.l\(‘

in monthly pensions , bringing it to $20 a

month, The same budget included $100

meetngs
both sides of Kashmir um-ms n.\gar
and one d. 1fl

on the other side genuinely want to be
partof India, we can make that happen,
Ifthe Indian government considers PoK
tobe part of India, they shouldn't have &
problem with such discussions.

nnpluyccson allegations of pro-militancy
connections, the cessation of NIA and
agency raids, and the release of political
prisoners from outside state jails. The
NC, with its majority, should have at least

been able 1o stand up for these issues.

Mot

(Fudl interview at wu

Jd.com)

Arewomenvictims
oftime poverty?

ast year, the National
LSmimul Office (NSO)

in New Delhi raised an
Important guestion inits Time
Use Survey to understand how
Indians, in both urban and ru-
ralareas, spend their time. The
question was, “How do you
spend your day?” The survey
covered 454,192 individuals
between January and Decem-
ber 2024, and the findings,
released in February, reveal a
striking reality— the extreme

Between 2019 and 2024, wom-
en's time spent on paid work
and other related activities in-
creased by only 2%, However,
their time on unpaid domestic
servicesand caregiving has also
risen inthe said period. Notably,
women spent 34% of their time
oncaregving in 2024, up from
27.6%in 2019 —a sharp 23.2%
increase. This, indeed, isdeeply
concerning.

In sociological terms, it
suggests that despite India's
technological and economic
advancement, women face
greater pressure than before.

“time poverty” experienced Since no separate nmospmd
by Indian women, in patter
rural areas, tween urbanand rural India, on

‘Time poverty refers to a sit-
uation in which an individual
lacks adequate time to ensure
their own well-being, whether
dueto paid orunpaid work. This
may eventually lead to a loss of
income, Viewed through a gen-
der perspective, time poverty in
India often manifests as wom-
en devoting disproportionate
hours to unpaid household

this count, one must be careful
while drawing conclusions.
However, the general trend in-
dicates an increasing pressure
on women's time, In compari-
SON 10 Men, women appear 10
bethe primary “victims of time
poverty”. While this conclu-
sion of the author is not explic-
itly stated in the NSO report, a
closer look at the data makes it

chores and giving, leaving
them with little or no time for
remunerative work or personal
needs,

Time poverty and income
poverty are interlinked, The
formerexcludes Indian women
from the formal economy and
perpetuates gender inequality.
In 2015, a global study estimat-
edthis exclusion represented a
loss of $9 trillion 0 women in
developing countries,

‘The pattern of time poverty

Aday consists of 24 hours or
1440 minutes. The NSO survey
sheds light on how these min-
utes are distributed between
men and women in India— a
revealing lifetime analysis of
a “gender-blind” society. Men
spend nearly 61% of their day
on “employment and related
activities”, while women de-
vote only 20.7%, This means
that while men dedicate a ma-
Jorityof their time to paid work,
women spend only one-fifth of
their time on paid work; the
rest is spent on doing unpaid
domestic chores, classified as
“domestic services for house-
hold members”.

Women allncnle 34% of

fear.

Time Use Surveys like the
NSO's are increasingly recog:
nised as valuable 1ools — not
only for understanding the
protlucnw: deployment of a
country’s workforce but also
for ;,nugmg gender inequal-
century ago, the

Soviet Union took up
the first systematic time-use
survey for industrial workers
in 76 families. Its main objec-
tive was to monitor time use in
three categories: work, sleep
and rest, Through the surveys
and diary entries of each fam
ily, the government wanted to
examine whether the citizens
spentmone time on housework,
which is considered “archaic”,
mulwanml(umkpluylhml for

“collective services”,

In 1995, the United Nations
organised the milestone Fourth
World Conference on Women,
where countries adopted the
“Beijing Declaration and Plat-
form for Action”. One of its
principal aims was 10 “collect
gender- and age-disaggregat-
ed data on poverty and all eco-
nomic activities and develop
qualitative and quantitative

their time
services for h d mem-

mdlcamr: 10 assess
the

bers—nearly double the 18%
spent by men. When it comes
w0 pmduulu gouds for their
own final use, women spend
21% of their time compared
10 13% for men. The NSO data
points out that women continue

from a gender pcrspoum

Following this, the time-use
surveys from a gender per-
spective have picked up. The
world met between March 10
and 21 this year in New York to
mark the 30th anniversary of
ducl!cqml)echmnm.amh!w

imarily
time

(T e author was a professor
at the Royal Society, Belgium)

were partially visible over the wall,
my fa father remarked that, allkmgﬂlr

ds at rest, there

ly

many who had been pillars nl their

mmmunmm They would have qund
d

ith: aworld

thnr presence. . Yet, there they lay,

still and silent, and, in some cases,
completely forgotten, “Remember, we
are not indispensable,” said

Of course, the passing of people
dear tous leaves a void, Seill, much as
we miss our loved ones, we have no
choice but to carry on, One day, when
our time comes to bid farewell, life will

parts, has just opened in Sh are (:um thepossi- example, than Japan and South  billion for investments, mtludmg ports to shoulder the bulk of unpaid
search center for 35,000 engineers that yth p Id bedi d  Korea together have created since World — and other infrastructure that help export- h rh 8
has 10tmes as muth space for and  elsewh h ing the of Warll. And(‘hm;\ nmm.\dmb\nld llwq.- ers, And lhm WIS 0 NCW programme w0 responsibilities.
labs as Google' tersin M ! ling US allies like the European  refineri ing These findings are similar to
View, California. Union and South Korea. cals are then turmed into plastics, polyester, amml()()um-sccmn NYT those of the 2019 NSO survey.
OUR PAGES &5 OF HISTORY OASIS | SURYAKUMARIDENNISON
. . -
ce——— —— Nooneisindispensable
Belgaum part of Karnataka Cronje, fourothers named in
match-fixing, bettingscam |hose of us who have watched the  manage minus her mentor. 1o render assistance.

Bangalore, April 7 film My Fair Lady will remember Professor and protégée eventually The age-old theory, “Nature abhors

The Government ioday asserted inthe New Delhl, April 7 the delightful song, There'llbe reunite, but Eliza’s melodious man- avacuum,” may b but we

State Legisature that Belgavm was an The Delhi Police sent shock waves spring every year without you, Eliza ifesto of independence states repeatedly realise that, when

integral part of Karnataka, While Indus- among ericket lovers today by disclosing Doolittle (a flower-seller) has helped an important truth, Nobody, itcomes to humans, we are

trwes and Parfiamensary Affaies Minister that it had registered a case of maech-fix- Henry Higgins (a professor of pho- however essential to our notas difficult pla

S. M. Krishna assurcd the Assembly that ing and betting against South African netics)winabetthathecanteachher  existence they may seem, is as we might imagine. My

Belgaum was partof Karnataka and captain Hansie Cronje and four of his tospeakin arefined manner. When indispensable, former workplace, where

“thereis no doubt about it.” Revenue team mates during the five-match his pupilis mistaken for a princess, Not long ago, my hus- I spent six fruitful years,

Minsister N, Hutchmasthi Gowda India [ hant Higgins basks in praise,ig-  band and [ parted company is doing remarkably well,

reiterated the Government’s send in the last month, The cise was registered noring Eliza. She angrilywalksouton  with a person who had been and innoway impairedby  my father.

Legislative Councll that continuance of attheCl hau&yawnpuln-smlm Inm and indulges ina lyrical outburst,  inour employment for 25 my absence.

in Karnanala was “remained edan dec! hat England years, His departure caused us Tam reminded of an incident

unchanged” H. D, Deve Gowda wamed lndun contact man, ua,.sh Kalru, who still will be here without Higgins, considerable concern, and we won- that my cousin shared with me. Once,

the Central leaders of “bloodshed in Kar- was supposedly acting at the behest of a and that the Earth doesnotneed him  dered how we would cope. It was when he and my father were driving

nataks”if they meddled with Belgaum, London based NRI, Sanjay Chawia. tospin. Eliza mnﬁdmlly concludes noteasy at first, but we have grown past a cemetery, the latter slowed

shecan

that, like ever

more self-reli

and othersareready  down, Indicating the tombstones that

continue calmly without us!




&

DECCAN HERALD
Ensuring transparency
injudiciary

upreme Court judges, in a full court decision, have
vdia vl Anoicl Pesymie? aid e

their
Thedecisionistimely . P
portedlyfoundinthe
house of Justice Yashwam Varma, who was then a judge
of the Delhi High Court and has since been transferred to
the Allahabad High Court. Thereportsof the cash find had
given rise to many questions, According to the decision
made by the judges now, they will make a declaration of
lheirnmandliabililies lmheChielJus‘liotoﬂndia (can.
WA rir 1

hofbs

po!

\Jhswdl. lacing th

"I
The decisi A

COMMENT

NOT FOR LAUGHS

Comedyintheage
of self-censorship

Dissentand irreverence
areimportantina
democratic society;
curbs on free speech will
onlyintensify defiance

PRASENJIT CHOWDHURY

he Supreme Court must be laud-
ed for enunciating all mrrngnin
that freedom of expression was
an lmezral part " of nlmhhy civilised

PR LR,

p Courtwebsite will be
on avoluntary basis. Accordmgtompom as many as 30
judges, including CJ1 Sanjiv Khanna, have submitted their
declarations of assets.

The matter of declaration of assets by judges has been
discussed for a long time. The Supreme Court adopted
a resolution - The Restatement of Values of Judicial Life
~in 1997 which recommended declaration of assets and
liabilitics by all judges to the CJI. High Court judges were
to submit the information to their
respective chief justices. But this
was for purposes within the judi-
ciary and did not envisage making
theinformation available for public
scrutiny. The declarations were to

Judges’ assets
disclosure can
improve public

bevoluntary and confidential. The - el dUiS
Right to Information Act of 2005 EUBHITTTLI
did not facduatc [UERBETCEEII by a credibility

e of p
information unlrsn thereisa “larg-
er public interest”. The Supreme
Court has smce lhen wd that it
would not make the

alsosaid thattheinfor i Id
public interest warramcd a public disclosure. The latest
ward from these p

'lhc?arluumenmryC«nnuuwon hmnndhmhadm

crisis

y. The court has

20231 Y Judg-
es,but i k that. Elected i

and burcaucrats havr tomakea public d:sdosumo( assets.
Their Such

questioningisneeded mdlcsvmlo(smmnyoﬂhcmnd\m
o!publkpemmalincs.Theahsemtohdednmdonolas-
sets may raise bigger ly when i

of alleged misconduct come into the public domain. Itis

society. Ci Guja-
ratagainst Congress MP Imran Pratap-
garhi over a poem uploaded by him on
social media, the top court, in a strong
repeimand against the Gujarat Police,
said the offence of promoting enmity
cannot be judged by the standards of
'mxcun: penpk' who 1s_|cc mwung

thoughts mAd vtew.s by individuals or
t

of a healthy, civilised society,” stating
heri, even

inant narratives, must be “protected,
respected, and cherished.”

Itisvery relevant to the case of Kunal
Kamra, whose barb against Maharash-
tra Deputy Chief Minister Eknath Shin-
deduringashow in Mumbai, provoked
Shiv Sena (Shinde) members, who
vandalised the Habitat Studio where
the show was filmed and the hotel
which housed the studio. Itis hearten-
ing to learn that even after the
have booked Kamra on the charge of
making defamatory remarks against
Shinde, and aShiv Sena leeder inwed-

be chased across India and forced

het i olai

their craft

de Borgiaand rmmpnxhyu“vmni'

and calling thrive on polarisation and
political opposition. Thus politicians,
and that includes our elected heads

Tim
Walz called it).
mobs have their say

such as the chief mi and the
Prime Minister, must not pmend to

G inlndia havealy
more primacy to the right to take of-
kmemm to the right to free sp«ch

3 nndmobmumdnnm.mﬂmngm

mour. The 18th century i

the rise of the Tory and Whig political
partics, an age of political pamphlet-
cering and newspapers, that set the
London coffee houses on fire. Jona-
than Swift, the scalding author of the
political satire Gulliver Travels was
a notoriously vicious Tory hack, way

more potent than Kamra,

The perverse relish an 18th-century
writer had in portraying the great poli-
ticians defecating, urinating, fornicat-
ing. being disembowelled and suffer-
ing from flatulence in their caricatures
can invite direct libel and lawsuits in
India, Salman Rushdie named a dog
after a celebrated Indian prime min-

ary both Taslima
Nasreenand M F Husain were hound:
ed out of the country many years ago.
And just in case our libertarian rage
is ranged against the Sangh Parivar,
it must be put on record that the Left
Frontgovernment of West Bengal also
banned Nasreen's books in 2004 and
confiscated copies of the book from
the publisher and book-sellers, not

to speak of the classic ban on Salman
Rushdie’s The Satanic Verses by the
Rajiv Gandhi government in 1988.

In his book Republic of Rhetoric:
Free Speech and the Constitution of
India, Abhinav hud, went as
lar as to say that the enactment of the

dlﬂutncc to the right to free speech

and that Articles 19(1)(a) and 19%(2)

belonged to the status quo aim of the
ot thy i

Ci
ane. le'mplims(yiu'mhﬁh'sllr

righttofree speech
- sedition (and hate speedl) “

ty, contempt of court and defamumn
-~ that remained intact even after the

q e e el 5.
alvagaries. .

The apex court agreed that litera-

ture, including . dramas, films,

satire, and art mah: the ife of human
beings more meaningful. But the apex
Jjudicial body was wrong to assume
r)m75yenrsh|mwmgublr we've

1o flee the country, Kamra is holding  ister in one of hi: ds, and it caused thatit

the ground. ngrwhuoﬁe. obabletothink th |
Kamra's fi 1} gth  Whatisi thileShi: ol’npoanorla-dmnmtamyrom

lies in his in an a, c d ing, Pri ini dra ofartorentertainment, such as stand-

of self-censorship. Not that what Modi { Butth ived up comedy, can bcallew:d o lead to

says is earth- sllmcnnuly ovumal, bul

viewers seem to take relish in his pot-

shots against one and all, In a recent

post on X, Kamra shared a satirical
p guide’ on how 1o kill" an

fon is that dictators being deflatabl

ferent

the itch to puncture their big egos is
just par for the course, Kamra's sluﬂ
piffleifor

ister of how American political ;okcs mockery

communities”, A democratic society
cannot thrive withoutirreverence - be
mmhelnﬂnolsanre pamdy.umy or
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SPEAKOUT

Police are working round-the-clock ignoring
rainand cold. Thatiswhy there s peace in
Bengaluru. Inabigcity like Bengaluru, here
and there incidents like this

(molestation) do take place.

~

GParameshwara,
Karnataka Home Minister

Government is like a baby. An alimentary
canal with a big appetite at one end and no
sense of responsibility at the other.

TO BE PRECISE

LOOKS LIKE
HE HAS A DEGREE
IN 'THE ENTIRE
ECONOMIC SCIENCE'.
DON'T WORRY!

INPERSPECTIVE

India, Chinaanda
tango with a twist

Indiashould
approach China's
outreach positively, yan
yetcautiously

LALITHA S

India, necessitating transpar-

encytomoid unilateral diver-
sionanddam constructionon

transboundary rivers.

The 2023-24 Economic
Survey made a case for Chi-
nese FDIinselect Indian sec-
tors. India can utilise this to
bring Ch‘inuc investments

n the 75th anni:

ry of the India-China

bilateral relationship,
Chinese President Xi wrote
to Indian President Murmu,
calling lur the India-China
ip to realise the

and investments on green/
renewable energy sectors, It
can also open up to Chinese
investments in the pharma-
ceutical and API production
industries with oversight.

difficult k judges, and the reasons artist ‘democratically’, which appears  reduced presidents and leadersto an  ing Ideas on religion or philosophy. In “Dmgowﬂcphmr Tango." Chinese investments can
for their transfers are not known‘ There is lhe need for refl frerm ,‘, : _: cible essence. Thus, Nixon was  the absence of an ecosystem for free Wh!ll is generally dismissed  help increase India's global
mor f md Shnief“” f r ly slnﬁy and sinister, Ford spnchgbc urge to raise virtual plat- courtesy is  supplych:
publictrustinthe in Id flowedocr doll her ‘Lm z“;“;"““”ﬁ"‘a':“at':’m"” o n' mp}dc'.{h‘"'m?m'l"rz' Eyesonthe ball
R adollar puppet - orwu in sil ice but out of his N was  cumvent state group censorship ement from i on
mwﬂlmsesmﬂrhwwrmwms “This isn't just a will only grow. dent Xi. The outreach comes  India should recognise Chi-
writes, itis “a political weapon.” “a ab— Clinton wasa sex mznhc, Qnyk was (Thewriterisa Kollan-buw amid President Trump's na's diplomatic overture
lencing machine” stupid, Gi Gorewas “Liberation Day' l‘mpmml with optimistic but strategic
One might argue that politicians, abore, Hlllnrynasa modern Lucrezia dnwlopmen! and culture) tariffs, and China restraint. China has its own
ot ==y A . = L el . €conomic woes, lﬂhis interests in repairing ties
Stat f rtu ° outreach is a positive step withIndia. Itsgrowth ratehas
- i, icari beenslowing witha property
cormortuaries: RIGHT IN THE MIDDLE i s i Sl o BT
. . P issues wil
After the BRICS meet-  and the EU. The reconcilia-
Reformimperative Remembering Khushwant Slngh i et o st o i
Over 50% of primary health centres (PHC) in Karnataka and China &Mv significant - China’s interest o sabiky
lackmortuary m i SRS Jowm " e
which has ridwar, and in the uptime for China to focus on
tem examinations in open fields. This is not just a matter His candour, wit,and etched in my memory all these years: on his shoulder winlcmlamg.lapu LAC thatarose from the 2020 o?her issues. While China
of infrastructural inadequacy - it is a glaring of 1 ringcommitment  “Ihavetravelled the world over, always Ji Sahib, orgsung emmmnlymer Galwan clashes. Progressin is interested in normalis-
dicalp land dignity T‘Lkemem tointellectual freedom 2@ guestof body, never spend- ing therelationshiphas  ing ties, there hasn't been
ofamedical officer from Bagalkot district . | h ingapennyﬁ«mnvmpocht.Thn newspaper banon called him Raand been steady, but President  complete disengagement or
conducting six ( post-mortems i in open fields over mem continuetoinspire b {national dinthe Ka Seand in conversation, which he Trump’s reciprocal tariffs resolution of the border is-
one Gissht ‘u:;f“sp:udnx. l‘mnbyed life thor-  narrated in one of his columns, [ could Iuwggdkmu&?mm sues. According to the Pen-
RAINISH SHARMA ly; however, there comes atimein - not help but admire his self-deprecat- maini ina, thisout- tagon, China still has signif-
hKamalaka Asmany “650 PHCS“’M“NW'M life when the most sparkling of cham-  ing candour. reach is an extension of the  icant troops deployed in the
ave mortuaries, but are not fully functional. The ones first read Khushwant Singh's story, - pagnes, instead of elevating your spir- 1 liked him immensely for many normalisation, itmightnotbe  LAC, There is a significant
built later entirely lack this facility. As a result, bodies are The Portrait of a Lady, about his  its, upsets your stomach. I think I've  reasons, but the most potent reason purelybenign. Indial i trust deficitin the India-Chi-
either examined in the open or shifted to district hospital as a teenager about - beentoo longin the picture gallery,and - was his apparent freedom from caste, ously dealt with China’s ‘alk  na relationship. India’s past
1}amnshodmmmhmmswm‘sum 50 years ago. After a few years, | be-  it'stime for me to depart.” communal, or religious prejudice - a and take" i ith Chinadon't
lack of cold stor- zne addicted lo his wnun m the 30"' Iweda‘ andl’l:‘wd b;;lxl ’l&r about I;’m'yqu:}hnwmahum;n beng;:nmcu mg at this rlwmthcmcm spell h:::d b:t in the current
vears after that in the times we live in.. regret geopol indscape, coop-
age lmdrlng 0 dclc?ornluon ol the body, and prolonged trated W«kly 0/ India, of whn:ll he pmllﬁca.lly asthe tdllor of Hindustan  remains: he pmmlscd to Icavc his C]ums India policy has eration will bein both India’s
trauma for grieving families. was the editor at the time. | Times, di ist for vari- always been influenced by  and China's interest,
Dehys can “Iw ‘m to loss 0‘ crucial evidence, com- everything he wrote until his death. ousother mlganncsmd newspapers. for me in his will, but he never did. the strategic triangle of Chi-  However, India should
and legal proceed- Arownd the World with Khushs aten- A man whose acmal date of birth na-US-Russiarelations. With  not take its eyes off the
m\g; The health department’s appeal for funds to Zilla Singh was the first book by him that on i certainly died President Trump in office in  ball. It should focus on de-
Panchayats has not yielded results, [urthcr complicating 1 purchased at a bus stand in Chan- i dsimple on March 20, 2014. This is a belated the US, and a wlllingmsu 1o coupling and decrmng ns
the problem. Meanwhile, Health C KBSiva- dpwh for Re 10 sod finkhed doving fogpuage. - rbustotheuquejumalesndny | nommleethe US] andesce o
e bus journey from China in crucial sectors.
kumar claims Wmo!mm mﬁdm's‘md insists that Nahan. | enjoyed the preface by the  agnostic, Iwasintri ‘whcnhcvn thanni y-Ali festival détente. Thc GLF military preparedness along
all postmortems are author more than the book itself. He  about having a 10-mi ised in hi yat Kasauli h wan dnsﬁ Ins chnngcd tht the LAC should be strength-
government facilities. This dlscon wrote something to that effect in the gnsnwﬁlk'smnxal"arl\ihm inHa-  now become an annual event, dand dip) i
nect between ground realities and  JLESEUIELS Minister Jashankartalkedre-  ments maintained to avoid
inistrative claims isdeeply trou- - LTy ?szm':mmsmo‘» lndla;h Idyn t halt inf)
bling. Medicalofficersare caught be- OE B e
b il fectintegrity LETTERS TO THEEDITOR tober last year, and phased ef- - structure projects along the
pressingneed toupholdth of forensic forxu;ougo caused  borders. It should also deep-
oftheirduties. Postmortemsarenot. Rl Y PM5svisit to Srl Lanka renews bilateral ties e a fwson €8 s armicic purtcrsbips
just medical formalities: they are JEI(0TTH Apropos ‘Modi's visit boosts ti der nei; Colombo’s deli h\llncmgmbctmlhcAunn fromthe Indiasidetoresetthe 1202, and other key Indo-Pa-
crucial tools (ormm_malmn systemic flaws fvsl pohw (Anr7) PM Mod slhmd\y visit to Sri giants is evident, as it seeks to avoid i cific partners.
casesof' ka marks a in nation. PM Modi and Sri Lankan Prmd:mAKDts'san- ThisoutreachprovidesIn-  While the Make in India
be handled with precision, dignity bllueul relations. The signing of a military cooperation ayakz have made progress in resolving the contentious d_h an opportunity to nego-  initiative has seen some pro-
d safety. Conductin LInGH pxt isa mxuor m I‘urward expccicd tofacilitate joint  issue of Indian fishermen arrested for inadvertently tiate better trade terms with  gress in the defence sector,
and safety. Londucting post mo berweenthe  ing in Sri Lankan waters. The release of several Indian China. India-China bilateral it is yet to show significant
temsinopen ﬁd‘h“ﬂd"m'mal!MAI'lFxmsmc de- mumne{ defence industries. A trilateral agr will b itime tensions. PM Modi's trade is valued at almost improvementsin domes-
[ ibli iny. d involvi Inda.sd Lanka, and the UAE 1o develop urging of the Sri Lanlmn government to fulfill Tamil $120 blllnn hm i tic I ing. India
an ik 1 P thc integrity of Tri gyhubisa bie d particularly with should hen its man-
forensic findings. It al d: Jwh: Mbclndusmuxxnmmummn' the BJP eyeing Tamil Nadu Assembly polls next year. mdhnsrndndmhllloll ufacturing sector to make
opcmwvnlfn‘;lpw;m infrastructure or China’s growing influence in the Indian O India should work towards  Indian mm'::‘cia glnbalfg
This is not an issue of resource constraints but of mis- " i i aror i
ot & . 5 g - demonstrating India’s growing kaan, showcased his commitment to remove trade barriers on  are becoming a reality. The
P"lfx-‘d prionties. A functional mortuary sﬂpﬁm non-ne- Te(’h marvel infrastructure capabilities and abil-  tosocial values. His passing on IndianimportsinChina,par-  India-China th‘onzlip is
gotiable necessity for every PHC, Health Minister Dinesh The inauguration of the 2.08-km ity 10 overcome geographical and Apnl 4 marks the end of an era, but ticularlyin thephamm-m ataturning point. Economic
Gundu Rao should give this his personal attention and New Pamban Bridge, India's first i remains mIS.l and titical real
setupa ittee b0 i tigate the state of i rr:’l lift sea bridge, sh:dm'aﬁ Ramesh G Jethwanl, Bengalury Ev;elm..ngn‘ran::mm Girt Alw & e :Luping this nelm'omhi%i:
ocuss oth o 0 e Indian construction industry’s wami, he adopt screen on the cards ese uncertain times.
me::ﬁ; 1;‘: . ; 3‘: ik ,-:;I‘ :'na:,mhz:ll:: som: maturity. Designed to last over 100 Tl'ibute toa hem name Manoj Kumar and went on to ing water-shar-  relationshi 's future does
years, this bridge joins the ranks become one of the greatest actors of g and trans-  notneed
and the P“"f"ms should coordinate efforts to fund and of globally recognised bridgeslike ~ Known for iconic films with Indian cinema, parency of dam projects. In- -~ practical steps 1 towards mu-
P mortuary PHCS The current the Golden Gate and Tower Bridge.  patriotic themes, Manoj Kumar Jubel D'Cruz. Mumbal dia should better
practiceof reflec- Tts 17-metre liftallows largerships ~ had earned the honorific Bharat ing. The elephant can tango
mnolsysmnlcmﬂch'n\egm!mmmtmustmmfyllm 10 pass through while maintain- Kumar. A legendary fil ker and like Brahmaputra and Sutlej mlh the dragon but some
unacceptable situation - not only to restore dignity to the ing smooth train operations. This actor, Manoj Kumar leftan indelible  letters@deccanherald.co.in (ory letters to sign a binding treaty on  caution isin
prrislars AT e 4 engineering marvel not only boosts  mark on Indian cinema. His iconic ":"“"’ - ot handwritten - will be actepted). transboundary water shar-  (The writer is a Junior
g Ay ke sxn iy diff o defence logisticsbut also connects  films, such as Purab aur Paschim, wﬁmﬂf;‘“m ing, China's dam projects in inzelligence analyst and
longer ndizerence. to the mai Upkar, and Roti Kapada aur Ma- - Tibet are also a concern for freelance writer)
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Shaping a future-ready workforce

West Bengal

sect at Thakurnagar in North
24 Parganas for the annual fes-
tival of the sect. He hailed the
founding fathers of the Matua
sect for “saving Hindus from
being converted to Islam”,

Ms. I!nncrjn has so far

Raking up the caste card in West Bengal

against speaking about caste
has led to the utopian idea of
‘castelessness’ in West Bengal,
With the Bengali Hindu Bha-
dralok, who mostly comprise
three traditional T cam
~ Brahmin, Kayast
dya - dominating popuhr cul
ture, arts, and literature in the
State, a section of the urban
elite has deluded itself into be-
lieving that caste is not a reali-
ty. Decades of Communist
rule in the State also made the
people believe that inequality
stems from class and not
caste,

However, things started
changing with groups such as
the Matuas in south Bengal,

indutva push
of the Illl’bydllmim o be a
“proud Hindu”, organising
Durga Pujas, and restoring
and constructing temples, But
she doesn't perceive this as
being sufficient given that she
has finally taken refuge in her
caste to prevent any further
polarisation of Hindu votes to-
wards the BJP, This is why for
the first time Ms. Banerjee has
emphasised that though she
champions the cause of mi-
norities and Dalits, she hails
from a Brahmin family, whose
members ise pujas at
home. Mr. Adhikari, who, like
the Chief Minister, belongs to
an upper caste and wears his
caste identity on his sleeve, in-
sists that “he will first say that
he Is Sanatani Hindu and then
refer to his caste”, Despite the
State’s population comprising
23.5% Scheduled Castes, 16%

he World Economic il | technical and d equitable access while
Forum's Future of Jobs skills, The emphasi --up-ldllhl fostering robust collaby
vl l: szs lm ?'s'u indicates lhl( edumﬂanal among uadunTl;.elnd\uuy. u‘ﬁ I’m‘
Index contain critical insights into nudew fora compelmve creativity, critical thinking,
the state of India's workforce and Job market. Equally imy um is resilience, problem solving, and
its preparedness for the future, pUNTHITIA the integration of soft skills, such entreprencurial skills must shivsahay sgithetiindu.co.n
They offer a roadmap for the Kennedy as emotional inull!pnn become central to higher
government and universities to Former Professor and & p, into di L must carly three weeks be-
ad&lm the pressing challenges Dean, Christ pm;edoml developmenl embed these competencies into fore five Dalits entered
and opportunities in shaping a University, are the curriculum through & Shiva temple at Pur-
future-ready workforce. Their increasingly valuing these interdisciplinary courses, ba Bardhaman district under
findings accentuate the urgency of attributes as critical for navigating | experiential learning modules, police protection, West Bengal
aligning educational strategies mic work environments. and problem-based ng Chief Minister Mamata Baner-
with the rapidly evolving demands The QS World Future Skills approaches, Initiatives such as Jee made a statement about
of the global economy. Indlex complements these , startup incubators, her caste in the State Assemb-
findings, Ranking second globally and design-thinking workshops ly that largely went unnoticed,
The findings in terms of E!puedneu for A1 should become lntx-al to the On February 18, while partici-
‘The Future of Jobs Report undpm lls, lndl: academic fr 10 nurture pating in a debate in the As-
highlights the significant forces bl and adaptabil ly, she emphasised that
driving global labour market potential, Hawever the report A green curriculum is she was not only a “proud Hin-
changes by 2030, Among these, rwuls stark gaps k could du, but also the daughter of a
technological advancements, N plrﬂmluiy nn supply-side establish specialised centres for Brahmin family",
il shifts, ge i lndkllnu. While India excels inits | sustainability research, offer The emphasis that the Tri-
fragmentation, economic ability to identify and recruit for courses on green technologies and namool Congress chairperson
uncertainties, and the green future-focused skills, as evidenced and placed on her caste assumes
ition stand out, Technological by its 99,1 score in the ‘Future of student-led in the wake of re-
change and digital access are Work' parameter, its performance | that address local | cent devel The Bha-
anticipated to a crucial role, in ‘Skills Fit' ~ the ability of the issues, Collaboration with the ratiya Janata Party (BJP) lea
with 60% of employers identifying workforce o meet these demands | private sector is eritical for dership has been urging al
them as major drivers, At the same - lags significantly, with the brid‘lnu the tduulkm-lndunry Illndul o unlw against the
time, 50% af employers expect country scoring just 59.1. The p. Higher ed Tri | before the 2026 As-
economic factors, such as job report also identifies deficiencies nud to form robust partnerships sembly elections, The party
displacement, to reshape in fostering entrepreneurial and with industries to co-create has coined a new slogan, “Hin-
industries, Climate change innovative mlnduu. with India’s curricula, offer internships, and du Hindu bhai bhai, 2026 BJP
mitigation is seen as a dual force, overall ranking in ‘Academic ensure that students with Chai (All Hindus must unite: In
both creating jobs in renewable Readiness’ placing it at a modest Job-ready skills, Industry players 2026 we want BJIM".
energy and environmental fields 26th position, Further, India's can mmrlhme by funding skill The Leader of the Opposi-
and mmmwmn o pevformm« in f\uunoﬂemed P centres, tion, ju Adhikari, who
business ue to and is ch and p g real-time has been em sing the un-
geopolitical tensions, These trends alarmingly low, a mere 156 outof | insights into market needs, ity of all Hindus irrespective of
point to a dynamic labour market i 100. Additionally, lndh‘n limited Faculty t is another caste, has repeatedly said that
characterised by job creation (170 The of in and area for reform, Universities must if the BJP manages to secure
million new jobs are projected) the World development further worsens the | implement comprehensive 5% more Hindu votes, it would
and job displacement (92 million Economic issue, hlndtrlnﬁ its ability to training programmes that include win the 2026 Assembly polls,
roles could become obsolete). Forum's Future compete globally in areas such as | workshops, certifications, and Mr. Adhikari and other State
In response to these shifts, of Jobs Report renewable energy technologies gobal exchange opportunities. BJP leaders have been reach-
employers have prioritised 2025 and the and climate-friendly The go must h\g out to upper caste Hindus
workforce training, wage §'s World spearhead systemic reforms them as
increases, and employee Q\ . An opportunity increasing skill development, (those who follow the eternal
well-being, Notably, 59 out of Future Skills The findings emphasise a research, and innovation Dharma) and alleging attacks
every 100 workers will require Index underd PP A specific focus on umhelrculturebeumw(th
mlnlm in crucial skills nu-h as the urgency of India to align its education system | building digital in 's thlt towardy its mi-
lytical think and | with global trends and workforce rural and semi-urban areas will nulhy vote bank. But they are
technol lllcru'y Ema?m educational demands, To bridge the skill gaps reduce the urban-rural divide. also leaving no stone un-
roles su with ! fied, educational India’s higher education system turned to reach out to Dalits,
and Al : are he evolv and governments must adopt a must undergo a shift to particularly Matuas,
see substantial growth, the evolving multi that remain agile and future-focused, On March 27, for instance,
highlighting the need for a demands of the addresses cul um innovation, | while the government must foster Mr. Adhikari walked on foot to
workforce equipped with global economy faculty capacity, inft an enabling policy envi the h of the Matua

ters of the State and the major-
ity of the Cabinet ministers
have come from upper castes.

‘This flaunting of caste iden-
tity is new to West Bengal pol
itics. Speaking about one's
caste wis not ddered to be

his in north Bengal,
and Kurmis in the Jangalmahal
region affirming their caste
identity. These marginalised
groups, which are demanding
& greater say in political deci-
slon-making, have redrawn
the discussions on caste in the
State.

Within 10 days after the in-
cident at the temple in Purba
Bardhaman, the Calcutta High
Court on March 21 had to in-
tervene in a similar situation,
where Dalits were not allowed
inside a temple premises, Jus-
tice Tirthankar Ghosh ordered
the district judge of Nadia
direct the Superintendent of
Police to deploy sufficient
number of police personnel to
ensure that a group of Dalits,
who had a hed the
Court, be allowed inside a
temple for some rituals.

erefore, neither  the
Chief Minister's emphasis on
her caste nor the incident at
the temple are isolated inci-
dents that can be brushed un-
der the carpet. From a society
that hesitated to acknowledge
the presence of caste, West
Bengal is witnessing a new
phenomenon where caste is
H ik 1 g crucial

politically prudent until a few
years ago. This public taboo

to people’s identity and the
State's politics,

How the police view custodial torture in India

The data reveals an acceptance of coercive tactics ra

DATA POINT

half (49%) said that verbally abus-
ing or th suspects in cas-

Vibha Attrd & Jyotl Mishes

N TeCent years, concerns over
police brutality and custodial

es of minor offences such as theft
is justified, with 32% endorsing
slapping and 9% even supporting
the use of third degree methods
(‘hble 3. Suppon &x such violent

torture have d, fuell:
debates about justice, accoun:
ity, and human rights. The
finclings from a recent study on the
‘Status of Policing in India Report’
conducted by Lokniti-Centre for
the Study of Developing Societies
in collaboration with Common
Cause light on this grim real-
ity. The study, which analysed res-
ponses 8,276 police person-
nel across 82 locations in 17 States
including Delhi, provides trou
bling insights into the culture of
abuse behind closed doors,

When asked if it is acceptable
for the police to use violence
against suspects of serious offenc-
es for the greater good of society,
nearly two out of three police per-
sonnel (63%) agreed. Of them, 22%
strongly agreed and 41% moder-
ately agreed, Just 35% of the offic-
ers opposed the idea (Table 1).
Support for violence against sus-
pected serfous offenders remained
consistent across ranks.

When asked about torture, a sig:
nificant number of police person-
nel expressed strong support for
its use in interrogations across va-
rious crime categories. The high-
est support was for cases related to
natonal security, such as terro-
rism, with 42% strongly backing
torture, Over a third (34%) also
strongly supported its use in cases
of rape, sexual assault, and serious
violent crimes such as murder (Ta-
ble 2). Additionally, 28% strongly
agreed that torture must be used
against history sheeters,

Police nnel were  also
asked how justified is the use of
certain coercive and violent acts
towards the accused so that crimi-
nal cases can be solved. The data

Y

reveals a of

iy in
cases of serious crimes. Three in
ten (30%) police personnel justi-
fied third-degree methods in cases
such as rape and murder, while
half (50%) approved of slapping
suspects and more than half (55%)
endorsed verbal abuse or threats.

Threats and slapping or using
light force are common. About a
quarter (26%) of police nnel
said that suspects are t ed
often, while 34% said that this
pens sometimes. Similarly,

and third-de,

se methods even for minor offences

FROM THE ARCHIVES

@he M@ Tindn,

FIFTY YEARS AGO

APRIL 8, 1975

Brutality behind bars

Data for the tables were sourced from Loknit-CSDS. Vibha Attrl & Jyoti Mishra are Research Associates st Lokniti-CSDS

Table 4: How often do Investigating officers use
@ forceful tactics?

Table 1: Police violence: A justified tool for the greater good

two in 10 (18%) said that slapp

or using light force is common,
with 28% saying it happens occa-
sionally (Table 4).

Regarding third-degree meth-
ods, one in 10 police personnel ad-
mitted that such extreme violence
occurs often, and 16% said it hap-
pens sometimes, Additionally, one
in three mpnnd!nl.l rq:nmd lhfl

use coercive umi
The findings reveal that nearly

For th o0 Itis alright for the -
e P

Fully agree 2
Somewhat agree “
Somewhat disagree 8]
Fully disagree 2

Table 21 Justiying violence: The alarming police support for
torture

Crime categories

four in 10 police el bellm: Crimes against
that npunln; custodial national security-
should be mandatory, vmiludml

lar proportion supported it being mom-ul
mandatory in some cases. Around

one in 10 felt it should never be wmmum
mandatory (Table 5), While a ma- crimes like

Jority supported mandatory re- murder
porting, the bc! that the largest Cases agalnat
Rroup tonly ¥
SURREStS & Icvel of hesitation or Major theft cases Fol »

conditional acceptance. The data
also that officers at the pol-
ice station level favour mandatory
reporting more than their senior
Counterparts.

coercive tactics, ranging from ver-
bal abuse and threats to slapping
and third-degree methods, Nearly

N @

Table 3: The case for third-degree methods

Nature of offence

When asked if junior police per-
sonnel would feel comfortable fil- e -
ing a complaint against their se- fowards the accused while
niors fur lhe use of violence, :mn.mohm
jon, over
luur in 10 o‘-r " Towards the accused while
“W}‘W “‘-‘36"""‘"’ cases ke rape and murder

Direct US. intervention in
Vietnam under study

Jakarta, April 7: Direct American military
intervention in Vietnam s under active
discussion now, General George Brown,

Chairman of the U.S. Joint Chiefs of Sul! told
the press here to-day.

After a 45-minute consultation with President
Suharto, General Brown said “direct American
military intervention in Vietnam is obviously
one of the options”

“I could not even guess what the possibilities
are, but L am sure it is under active discussion,”
he added.

“As you know, there are a great number of
mlmhumtdmmmwddxm
that intervention, After all, we lost some
50,000 soldiers in Vietnam and we have
incurred huge expenditures for the training of
the South Vietnamese military."

especially reinitiation of military action in
Vietnam and Cambodia,” he stressed.
Meanwhile, the U.S. Defence Secret
James , yesterday indicated l l
report to President Ford on the military

in South Vietnam warned that the
S Saigon forces would be defeated without more
U.S, military ald.
The report, given to the President on Saturday
Oversil 9 ] by General Frederick Weyand, the Army Chief of
o e ™ " N Staff, after a visit to South Vietnam, was
iy ‘ described by Mr, Schlesinger as “realistic”,
‘*x“""“"‘" ™ w0 10 Interviewed on the cas “Face the nation”
195 level ranks | a L " 1o o into the mhmnce u(General W¢yu|d'|
Table 6: Would legal police to
report violence?

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO APRIL 8§, 1925

Royal geographical society

London, April 7: At a meeting of the Royal
Geographical Society, the President announced
that the King had approved the award of royal

medals as follows: The Founder's Medal to
Brigadier-General Bruce for his lifelong

geographical work in connection with his
ex
in his leadership of the Everest and
the Patron's Medal to Mr. AT. Woﬂmonsurhh

explorations in Dutch New Guinea, Central
Africa and many other parts of the workl,

Anx



THE HINDU

Editorial

Tuesday, April 8, 2025

CHENNAL

Tamil Nadu should help prepare its
students for clearing NEET

ith President Droupadi Murmu with-
holding assent for the Tamil Nadu Ad-
mission to Undergraduate Medical
Degree Courses Bill 2021, the State is bracing for
anmher battle against National Eligibility cum
Entrance Test (NEET)-based admissions. State
Chief Minister M.K. Stalin has convened a meet-
ing of legislature party leaders on April 9 to stra-
tegise the next move. With the admission season
approaching, the development is bound to cause
uncertainty and make medical aspirants anxious,
Exemption from NEET now remains an inconclu-
sive chapter in the State’s decade-old policy dis-
course. No other State effort to legiskate against a
central mandate has been so protracted and un-
predictable. In September 2017, two anti-NEET
Bills met with a similar fate in Rashtrapati Bha-
van. Four years later, the ruling DMK - having
made NEET exemption a central electoral pro-
mise ~ passed the Bill in the Assembly based on
the recommendations of the Justice A.K. Rajan
Committee. Instead of forwarding it for presiden-
tial assent, Governor R.N. Ravi returned it to the
House after five months, In a historic first, the As-
sembly unanimously re-adopted the Bill and sent
it back to him; the Governor subsequently for-
warded it to the President. Last week, Mr. Stalin
informed the Assembly that assent had been de-
nied, without specifying when Rashtrapati Bha-
van had communicated the decision.

This delay in the matter attaining finality is
concerning as students have been left facing a
state of perpetual uncertainty. The State remains
firm in its policy of conducting admission for go-
vernment quota medical seats based on the Class
12 Board examination scores, Early on, the Minis-
try of Home Affairs had asked “whether the Bill

red the sovereignty, unity and integrity
of the nation" to which the AYUSH Ministry res-
ponded affirmatively. The framers of the Consti-

Clean voter lists or the choice of Aadhaar linkage

n its March 20, 2025 issue, The Economist
lamented how "India is obsessed with
glvln; its people unique 1Ds". It mocked
how various arms of the Indian state
announce new unique IDs nearly ‘every month
for everyone from doctors, teachers, athletes,
judges, gig workers to even cows and buffaloes’. Praveen
The Economist got it half wrong, India is Chakravarty
obsessed with [Ds but not “unique” IDs. There is is Chairman, All India
a profound and fundamental difference between | 5 i con i
the two. An ID can identify a person's eligibility Congress and Data
for a certain role or function or a group, such as Analytics for the
mledrweurmvokwmpcrbmnumA Congress party
unique ID i the of
their role or function. It certifies that the person
is who he or she claims to be. India's governance
ey ofen confistes and conlk
between an “ID" and a “Unique ID", with some
disastrous consequences — as the Election
Commission of India (ECI) did recently.
In March this year, the ECI announced that it
was going to embark on an exercise to ‘link Voter
ID with Aadhaar’. Voter ID (Electoral Photo
Identity Card or EPIC) is an ID for the purposes of
voting. Aadhaar is a Unique 1D with no specific
functional purpose. In simple terms, the EC1
wants to convert its 1D to a Unique 1D,
The Maharashtra election as turning point
On September 18, 2008, under the leadership of
then Chief Election Commissioner N.
Gopalaswami, the ECI, in a letter to all the State
Chief Electoral Officers, said that it was issuing an The Election
EPIC ‘for the purposes of correct identification of Commission of
voters’ and that ‘every EPIC is unique’. Seventeen ANTHTHRSON ¢
years later, in announcing a mission to link EPIC India must pay
with Aadhaar, the ECI has implicitly admitted that | heed to BR
its EPIC was only an ID and not unique, as it had Ambedkar’s
previously claimed. note of caution
Evady(l!BClhunotmdemmdm that the
difference between an ID and a Unique ID or has sanctity of
misled Indians for nearly two decades. The lists Is the
Maharashtra State election, in November 2024, | YO ISIS IS €
was a wake-up call for the ECL f"“m'imb" of
There were roughly 40 lakh new voters India’s
registered in Maharashtra in just five months democracy’

between the 2024 general election in April and
the Assembly election in November. But in the
previous full five-year period between the 2019
Assembly election and the 2024 general election
in Maharashtra, only 32 lakh new voters were
added. Did Maharashtra experience a sudden
population explosion in five months? Obviously,
this is illogical and mysterious.

Contrary to what many, including this daily,
claimed, it is not the absolute number of 40 lakh
new voters by itself that is mysteriously large, but
the fact that it defies common sense that more
new voters can be added in five months than in
the previous five years. As one would expect,
never before in India's seven-decade electoral
history have more new voters been added in a
few months than in previous five-year election

cycles.

Expectedly, in similar past election cycles in all
States, the number of new voters added in a few
months was only a fraction of the total added in
fiveyear periods.

It does not take Sherlock Holmes to deduce
that the new voters enrolled in such large
numbers in Maharashtra were either fake or
duplicate. That is, the same person had many
Voter IDs. This was seen in several constituencies,
where thousands of voters with valid Voter IDs
from another State were registered as new voters
in Maharashtra,

Subsequently, in Bengal, it was pointed out
that there were many voters with the same Voter
ID number in multiple constituencies in Bengal as
well as in other States. That is, one Voter 1D
number assigned to many people. So, neither was
a Voter 1D number unique to every voter nor was
avoter unigue to a Voter ID number. The ECI's
claim in 2008, that every Voter ID number is
unique has been a plain lie, wittingly or
otherwise.

There is a catch

Now jolted, the ECI seemingly wishes to fix this
by linking the Voter ID with the Aadhaar. With its
biometric process, the Aadhaar can ensure that

one person cannot have multiple Voter 1Ds. This

is a step in the right direction. But it is more
complex than what the ECI makes it out to be.

To ensure that the same person is not
dunplmd the Aadhaar numbers of all one

istered voters have to be linked to their
Voter ID. Having only some voters linked to
Aadhaar will make the entire exercise futile, since
then there is no guarantee of uniqueness and
non-duplicacy. So, cleaning and de-duplicating
voter lists with Aadhaar is an all or none exercise
and cannot be half done. It implies that to be an
Indian voter, an Aadhaar is a must. That is,
Aadhaar will be a necessary but not a sufficient
condition for voting in India. But by law, Aadhaar
cannot be mandatory for anyone and is only
optional. In short, India needs clean,
de-duplicated voter lists. But de-duplication is
only possible with 100% Aadhaar linkage. And
Aadhaar is not datory. This is the 1
that the ECI faces.

1 venture to posit that Babasaheb Ambedkar
would have taken a utilitarian approach to this
dilemma and argued that the benefits of
de-duplicated Voter IDs outweigh the costs of
100% Aadhaar linkage. He had warned in the
Constituent Assembly in 1949 that the ‘sanctity of
voter lists are the foundation of India's
democracy’.

Ensure a guarantee under oath

Further, Aadhaar can not only solve the ‘one
person with many Voter IDs’ problem but also
eliminate the issue of ‘one voter voting many
times’. It is no secret that the archaic practice of
inking a voter's finger using an indelible ink after
voting is bypassed using chemicals that can
remove the ink. The benefits of Aadhaar linking
to Voter IDs are significant and obvious.

But, as the saying goes, in a liberal society, it is
fine for a hundred guilty people to go unpunished
even if it means punishing even one innocent
person. All of this can work out only under the
absolute guarantee that no single eligible Indian
citizen will ever be denied the right to vote, And
this guarantee from the ECI has to be under oath
~ not like its ‘guarantee’, in 2008, of Unique IDs.

tution had incorporated Article 254 (2) emp

ing the President to grant assent to Bills
nt to central laws on Concurrent List

matters. NEET has been consistently upheld by

the Supreme Court of India o, The President is

India’s aviation arbitration cases will still fly off overseas

under no obligation to give assent, although the
Bill reflects the collective will of Tamil Nadu's le- 1934, India's skies were not its own. Under 1d : ark While the Ad} and the United Kingdom, which have
e Ruas pused nuinont. T NET Britsh colonial rule, the Aircralt Actof 1934 | S:S-Bainel overhauls much of India's aviation infrastructure, | built strong and specialised arbitration systems
s neit proof nor an of governed aviation in India, a law that was is Vice Chancellor, it has done little to modernise the legal catering to the aviation sector. India needs to
academic competency, but Tamil Nadu's legal op- designed not to foster a burgeoning aviation National Law framework to resolve international cispum so, adopt a similar appmuh by creating specialised
tions are limited, The judiciary is unlikely to set- sector but to ensure British control over airspace, | University Delhi with the lack of | aviation in ls, creating incentives for private
tle the issue ";‘"‘I"‘Y urgency. The State must The idea of ordinary Indians flying in commercial India, will the country continue to lose aviation sacine involsroers and focusing on building
pmp:re for a legal ;Eﬂgg‘_!l: and in the ‘“"" im, aircraft seemed like a farfetched dream. Garima Tiwari cases to global arbitration hubs? expertise in aviation law. Law schools can play an
coachstidents o Designed to control air traffic for military and i Aabiciata Broliaaes India's current f k for fal portant role in this.
the Act soon showed Nationsl Law i d by the Arbi and ion exodus is a procedural
msmlm'g concerns that it was ill-equipped to handle rapid University Dethi Conciliation Act of 1996, does not address the ecanomic and policy failure that affects India‘s
| advancements, soaring passenger unique needs of aviation disputes. These often global standing. Every case that moves abroad
Modis visit to Colombo should hel numbers, and the rise of private sector involve specialised issues that range from means lost revenue for Indian arbitrators, law
. A . participation in aviation. Despite India's growing Shrawani Shagun | technical matters to international treaties. India’s | firms and legal institutions. More importantly, it
advance ties and resolve disputes aviation industry over the decades, the legal o Sanior tsmach courts and arbitration centres lack the expertise | sends a troubling signal to foreign investors and
rime Minister Narendra Modi’s visit to Sri framework has remained stuck in the past. Fellow, National Law to handle such complex cases effectively without aviation companies — that India lacks the
Lanka, (April 4-6), his first after 2019, de- This legal inertia has led to significant University Dehi a dedicated aviation ark k. This dence and the i to handle
monstrated, beyond optics, the close ties challenges for India's aviation sector. Private and gap in expertise and specialisation means that high-stakes disputes. However, with a robust
between the two countries. Colombo, under the blic airlines faced bureaucratic delays that aviation companies that deal with issues such as aviation arbitration system, India could attract
Janatha Vimukthi Peramuna (JVP)Jed National their growth. New ventures struggled cross-border regulations, airline contracts, and maore aviation b
People’s Power (NPP) regime, is serious about im- to enter the market due to the cumbersome aviation safety standards are unlikely to look to economic growth zndh:vinuamuw substantial
proving relations with New Delhi. This was evi- licensing process. Air traffic management was India as a preferred venue for dispute resolution. | global aviation presence.
dent from the conferment of its highest honour inefficient, and even fundamental issues such as India must ensure neutrality in arbitrator
for foreign leaders on Mr. Modi and a P lnrﬂmndzlaysor India versus overseas centres appointments. The government should appoint
dum of understanding (MoU) on defence cooper- 1 ! Ack d. It Despite establishing institutions such as the Delhi | arbitrators only through mutual agreement or by
ation, billed as the first of its kind in bilateral ties. became p:inlully clear that the old laws were no International Arbitration Centre and the Mumbai an independent arbitration body. This is standard
The JVP's ascension to power, following Anura longer fit for a nation whose aviation sector had Centre for International Arbitration, India has yet | practice in leading arbitration hubs, and India
Kumara Dissanayake’s victory in the presidential evolved far beyond what the Aircraft Act mnulnenbmicmlmrkmtbyobal must follow suit if it wants to be taken seriously.
poll in September 2024, and the NPP's resound- anticipated. stage. The Si I Further, India must reduce judicial and executive
ing parliamentary election victory two months Fast forward to 2024, where India has moved Arbitration Cmn curmmly hmdlu around 90% fi in arb Indian arbi
later, gave room to the jon that there beyond its colonial past. The Bharatiya Vayuyan of ng Indian awards often get dragged into long court battles,
would be a strictly formal, if not cold, relation- Adhiniyam, 2024 marks a new era, introducing s, a statistic that hghllﬂm India's failure to | A stable and predictable legal environment is
ship with India, given the JVP's anti-India posture reforms and replacing the 1934 Act, and the necessary institutional mrpm for essential if India wants to attract more arbitration
of the past. There was also apprehension that Co- promising a future where Indian aviation can high-stakes arbitration. This lack of infrastructure | cases.
lombo might not be sensitive to New Delhi's se- truly take flight. However, there is one issue that for specialised sectors such as aviation is why its
curity concerns. However, to be fair to him, Mr. remains: Will India's new aviation reforms also arbitration sector remains underdeveloped. Key areas to focus on
Dissanayake reiterated his country’s long-stand- help its arbitration system align with global Without a dedicated focus on aviation disputes, The palh forward is clear: India must priuridw
ing position that Sri Lanka would not permit its norms? Or will commercial aviation disputes cases will continue to move abroad. The issue is and i
territory to be used against India’s security and continue to move to Singapore, London and not about kaws alone but about the right people, strength. ltmaummlrwhhdubmglobal
regtonzsmbihl)n Mr. Modi captured the rationale Paris? the systems and the infrastructure to handle and el that create a
behind the MoU by saying that “the security of complex international disputes. perception of bias. The Bharuiya Vayuyan
both countries is interconnected and co-depen- A forward step but still incomplete 1f India is serious about becoming a global Adhiniyam 2024 is a landmark step but remains
dent”. Even though the MoU may have formal- The Bharatiya Vayuyan Mhhmmmha leader in aviation, hmltmhuconcemedm mcmnﬂzlurldm:rblmﬁnmﬂurm The
ised certain arrangements in the area of defence, breath of fr!sh air for India's aviation industry. By | The Bharativa to develop a ised aviation and Conciliation Act, 1996 provides a
bilaterally, it is up to the NPP regime to establish fures and lnddlrlg Vayuyan franwwntk. This would involve establishing general framework, but aviation disputes demand
that Sri Lanka means business in defence cooper- the ineffi of air traffic it Adhint with panels of experts in lised expertise.
ation. But still, Sri Lanka is sure to be conscious aims to position India as a global leader in 2024 rem.llm aviation law, technology and inmuthmal Unlm India buikh a dedicated aviadnn
that an understanding in 1987 not to let Trinco- mnlon Pmmgrs also stand to bmzﬁt vdxh i nunm. 1t h not enough to have a generic with expert art
malee or any other Sri Lankan port be used for d rights an .;h( k Avhliondhplmmqmm lised insti and global credibil
military purposes by a third country against India for delays and cancellations. W‘I ut a deep understanding of the sector’s unique :Ihpumwillkchﬂylmaﬁalxmd and
has not helped dispel India’s concerns, However, despite these impressive reforms, ar chall investments may follow suit. The time for reform
On the vexatious fishermen’s issue - one of im- there is one critical aspect that remains reform India should also look to jurisdictions such as is now,

portance to Tamil Nadu - it was a good sign that
there were detailed discussions. But Mr. Modi's
visit should trigger a full-fledged discussion bet-
ween the fishing communities of the two coun-
tries, and one that is overseen by government of-
ficials. Recently, fishers on either side of the Palk
Bay met and exchanged their views. If this meet-
ing is to have some meaning, it should be fol-
lowed up with another round of talks, A flexible
approach will help create a lasting solution.
Another significant outcome of the visit is that Ta-
mil parties, in their meeting with Mr. Modi, con-
veyed the point that they recognised the signifi-
cance of the Indo-Lanka Accord of 1987 in pursuit
of achieving a political settlement for the Tamils
and sought India’s “legitimate involvement”.
There has been criticism even in Sri Lanka that
many of the parties had not fully supported the
Accord, which paved the way for the establish-
ment of provincial councils as a measure of devo-
lution. New Delhi, which can provide liberal eco-
nomic aid for the war-torn Northern and Eastern
provinces, should play the role of a dispassionate
observer and urge every stakeholder to pursue
democratic means to arrive at a consensus.

.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
! A prominent Left leader's

A

The election of MA, Baby as
the new General Secretary
of the CPI(M) party marks a
new chapter in the annals
of the party's history. The
challenges before the
general secretary, who has
inherited a crown of thorns,
are manifold. The biggest
failure of the Left
movement in India has
been its inability to adapt
itself to changing times. It
needs to initiate mass
mobilisation programmes
and address the bread and
butter issues affecting the

assertion that ‘Only [the]
Left can counter the neo
fascism of Hindutva forces’
(April 3), sounds great on
paper. But the track record
of the Left parties does not
inspire confidence in the
public. Without mass
support, they have almost
always piggybacked on an
alliance in every Lok Sabha
election to win a few seats.
They would then talk of
extending outside support,
on the basis of a '‘common

aimed at uplifting the poor
and protecting the labour —
no doubt lofty ideals. And
then pressure the

government at every step, are left with the public now. | does not only mean the The ever-green song, 'Mere
preventing it from closing That said, the central bank absence of diseases or Desh ki Dharti', by
even a single, chronically must now consider treatment for diseases. Mahendra Kapoor won a
sick, loss-making public ‘restoring’ its erstwhile 'Health is a status of five national award and topped
sector unit. During the first services relating to the dimensions — physical, the listeners’ choice in
term of the United exchanging of mental, social, vocational Vividh Bharathi in the late
Progressive Alliance, one soiled/mutilated of various and spiritual well-being and | 1960s and 1970s. Such films
saw the Left withdrawing denominations apart from not merely the absence of which stirred a nationalist
support, citing India signing | issuing fresh currency notes. | diseases or infirmity’. So, fervour are rare now. It was
the civil nuclear agreement The RBI must observe the every person needs to said that then Prime
with the U.S., which was to relevant provisions of the analyse their state in terms Minister Lal Bahadur Sastri
its obvious advantage. Reserve Bank of India Act, of these five health was instrumental in making
V. Jayaraman, 1934 by urgently opening its | dimensions. a film based on the ‘Jai
Chennai ‘closed doors' with respect Dr. Gitanjali Sharma, Jawan, Jai Kisan' slogan. It
to some services. Chennai was remade in Telugu, as
RBI nl its services Kumar Gupt, Padipantalu, in 1976.
to the Reserve Panchiula, Haryana Manoj Kumar AV, Narayanan,

Bank of lndla. 98.21% of the Manoj Kumar's debut 1967 Chennai
12,000 notes have been Complete health Hindi film, Upkar, as a Letters emailed to
returned to it and 6,366 World Health Day may have | director, was an off-shootto | |etters@thehindu.co.in
crore worth of such notes passed but health in general | the 1965 India-Pakistan war. | must carry the postal address.
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Tariff turmoil

MPC needs to gauge the effect of uncertainty

he policy environment for the six-member monetary policy committee
(MPC) of the Reserve Bank of India (RBI), meeting this week for the
first time this financial year, has become enormously complex owing
wglnbﬂumcmnthmmmzunltedsmmknpmudmlpmml

OPINION 9

Reducing GDP discrepancies

India needs radical improvements in GDP
estimation. Using GSTdata could help correct
inflated real growth figures

tariffs on all trading partners. A 10 per cent base tariff now app

Besides, it has imposed ahigher trade surplus.
Imports from India, for instance, will attract a tariff of 26 per cent. China has
been slapped with a reciprocal tariff of 34 per cent, which, after including the
existing 20 per cent tariff, takes the rate to 54 per cent. China has retaliated
swiftly by imposing a 34 per cent tariff on US imports. To what extent these US
tariffs and possible retaliatory action by other large trading partners will affect
the global trade flow or global growth is hard to gauge at this stage.

This is also being reflected in financial markets. Volatility has increased
significantly and stock markets have fallen across the world. The Indian bench-
mark BSE Sensex, for instance, fell 295 per cent on Monday. The global crude oil
prices have fallen, with benchmark Brent crude declining over 15 per cent thus
far in April. The yield on the 10-year US government bond has fallen by about 25
basis points this month, which suggests financial markets expect the Federal
Reserve to cut policymumm:uggtuiivdy This would most likely happen
with the ility of the US intoa ion — the odds have
increased significantly. Worse, this may happen with higher tariffs pushing up
consumer prices in the US. As Federal Reserve Chairman Jerome Powell noted
last week, the inflationary effect of tariffs could be persistent. A potential recession
in the US economy, combined with the biggest global trade shock in the post-
war era, could significantly reduce global growth.

‘The challenge for the MPC is to gauge how this heightened level of uncer-
tainty will affect growth and inflation dynamics in India, which will form the
basis of its policy decision. The resolution of the MPC and the accompanying
commentary by key RBI officials will be keenly followed by financial markets

KARTIKEYA BATRA, JOSH FELMAN, &
ARVIND SUBRAMANIAN

ndia's gross de product
I(GDP) estimates have long been
the subject of controversy. For this
reason, It Is 10 see a

recent news report that the govern-
ment is planning to improve GDP
measurement by using data from the
goods and services tax (GST). If the
plan is iImplemented, it would repre-
sent a great step forward, and
redound to the credit of the leader-
ship at the Ministry of Statistics and
Planning Implementation (Mospl).
Consider why.

Any statistical agency needs to
decide whether it will measure GDP
from the production side or from the
expenditure side. In principle, the two
measures should give the same result,

_ﬂ #
- d# -id - -:
50 per cent. In other words, about half powth  penentage points  growth  powth m"‘

olGDPglumMnrmnd 2024end- 2013 5.5 0.8 15 138 18 12‘9

ed up being “explained” by the dis- Tek T =08 I =% B 3
. s 2004 6.4 -0.8 13 130 0.2 19
Seccxid. P“m'“'ve " 015 14 0.1 2 110 -1.0 -8.9
meaningthat real pro- 2016 8.0 10 12 105 0.7 6.3
duction-side growth estimates tend 3017 g3 17 11.8 16 119
Sobehigher than thelr comesponding 2015 168 12 110 08 71
discrepancies are positive fornoless 2019 6.5 2.5 10.6 -16 -14.8
than elshl of the past 10 years. 300 "39 3 -0.8 -12.5

-5

lenged Cwld years. In other words,
for most of the past decade, Mospl
simply could not find the expendi-

side GDP growth.
\\'hy not? It's possible that a mbus

in measuring expendlrule. But thh

the problem, men h

dence of it in the nominal numbem
But in fact the nominal discrepancies

since ything that Is in

place in many different retail shops
up and down the country — and now,
online. idl

ingicatad G0 3
DP from th So, should lead to consider-
d see evl- difficulty in able in the
sumption, since this activity takes GDP estimates,

At the same time, GST data could
be used to improve the estimates of

Is sold (or asinven-
tory, which Is also counted as expen-
diture). But measuring production and

on Wednesday. Nonetheless, as things stand, the MPC expects the
price index-based inflation rate to average 4.2 per cent this financial year, which
isclosetouucmn-ulbanksmedimnlmnlmsmmmdhuzxpomhxw

In an y as large as
India's is difficult, and inevitably the
two measures do not coinclde.
At this point, the agency needs to
X

negative

values than the real discrepancies.

‘This suggests that the problem

occurred when the nominal numbers
were translated Into real ones.

How did that happen?

deflators, less flawed than those on
the production side, also need
improvement. And all this matters

level GDP. After all, if national
estimates are flawed, gross state
domestic products (GSDPs) are even
more so. Cunenlly. for many of the

hugely use is the

because Mospl uses a ﬂ:wvd price

major of
demand, for 56 per cent of

GDP Is calcu-
lated at the national level and then
across states based on

DP

been subjected to higher tariffs, though lower than some of its Asi

it will affect output and growth. it's still early d. d the Indi

average the two measures. But Mospl

ernment is negotiating a bilateral trade with the US, food
inflation remains benign, slower growth could reduce pricing power for firms,
leading to lower overall inflation. Besides, softer crude oil prices will also bring
down the inflation rate. the Union go excise duty
on petrol and diesel by ¥2 per litre on Monday, limiting the benefit.

Further, since higher tariffs in the US will reduce its import demand, excess
global output could depress global prices, at least in the short run. It may also
lead to some dislocation in global supply chains, which could push up prices
but the exact impact would be hard to quantify. Thus, on balance, the MPC is
likely to find enough reason to go for another 25-basis-point policy-rate cut. It
would be interesting to see if it also revises its growth and inflation projections.
However, from a medium-term it would be i for the MPC
not to go into overly accommodative mode to support growth in case the trade
shock has a higher impact than expected.

Beyond valuations

India needs to invest more in R&D
nlmcemnddmss,UmonMInlmrofConmrcemlndumyhyumGwal
the

for focused on
lnlvlng
largely seen to be
ounsum;ﬂnn -driven and focused more on ecommerce, fintech, and edtech, that
'hlvusu gy-enabled services rather than
vmckan' h In other words, India’s startup
story, while inspiring, huh:gptyheenmcofnkmdmﬁmmnafm

side — as lts om:hl Cli‘l;P estimates,
on the grounds that it is more reliable.
But Mospl al

index GDP,
one that gives far too much weight to
volatile international commodity

prices, y, during perlods
when oll prices fall, as

est estimates. -
‘This is where GST data can help.
After all, lhe bST nppues (at least in

i Andth
between these two series are | wnnh

during the past decade
(with the major exception being 2022,
when Russia invaded Ukraine), the

u-=y et

GDP deflator will be

con-
sumption tnmamm in the country,
which means that virtually every

can be measured. In par-
dculu. the GST does a much better

proxies. A much better

each
sub-sector how much of the GST col-
lection comes from each state. Several
states are right now planning to

regard.
Our analysis of discrepancies
points tothe need for radical improve-

India’s GDP.  And low deflator is used insmall- ments in GDP estimation.
‘The table nhm the dncrepmcy to deflate the nominal production erestablishments, which payGSTbut  Constructing better deflators is clearly

between the real GDP figures whose accounts are not captured In  essential. But it would also be impor-

ture-side growth e:mnnes fm allthe become overstated. Mospl's existing database. tant th inal

years since the current methodology In other words, the real problem Moreover, GST data can be broken  The good news Is that if India were to

was introduced. (pun intended) — the real reason for ~ down in a varlety of interesting ways,  use GST data to do this, it would join
‘Two features of the real estimates  the large and sided such as by of durable  th i} of

are particularly noteworthy. First, the  inthe gr isthat  goods, durable goods and ser-  that use tax data for better GDP esti-

difference between the two 1 h idehas  vices;or mation. As in the digital space, Indla

of GDP growth can be quite high. For  been overestimated. and imports. It could even be bmken will have leap-frogged to the frontier.

example, in the financial years (FY)
2016-17 and 20172018, the discrepancy
accounted for around 20 per cent of
GDP growth. In FY20 and FY24, the
discrepancy was even higher, around

cult-to-measure actlvities, mch as
meals. Also, GST data Is

All this sald, data ds down further
need to be improved. After all, the
nominal are still signif-
jcant, ofts

point of growth. A key problem in

timely (with only a month’s lag) and
flable at high fre

The authors are, respectively, with Azim
Premji University (incoming), JH
Cosulting, and the Peterson Institicte for

Ecomomic

Navigating the era of high US tariffs

S President Donald Trump has shocked his
Mh)gpnrumwnhuﬂmmnhpverm

tocall ugh

transactional in his approach. ’ﬂmlum.thel‘lmllly
of any deal will anly be il

with "lead firms" located in China to shift their

leg

Vietnam’s initiatives have

India, and avold repeat-

ing the delays in its response seen in the past when
President Trump raised tariffs on China in 2018,
Since other nations would also seek China+1 invest-
ments, India must act quickly and in a focused

While the minister inp ng out that toshy away from them. Th by begun such a process). Bulldh\gmMFNchmelnn
nmvvnmnmdmpﬂulegohnﬂmsim:smoddsmhzrﬂun ones, may be to capture the
may not be the only ones for thy state of affairs, US trade deficit with a country by US imports from bene[l(o{!uchl.lurwm good strategy would

(Over the past decade, India has become the workd's third- i be to have major US flrms as part of the Initiatives

mprodudrgmundlﬂmmmmdddvlr@diﬁdhﬂmbnmm
Hawevannouﬂmnu;sminn!wnsum\msinmmthecmmy India has

around 4 \gin defence, artificial intel-
ligence (A1), space, and and is d to
reach 10,000 by 2030. According to a recent report by these

of h ffered more as a result.
‘These “reciprocal” tariffs have created uncer-

for bullding economic partnerships.
Further, any strategy on redudngumfs should
be framed under three

way. The effort would be to identify new value
chain partnerships between Indla, the US, and oth-
ers (with "zero for zero” or “low tariff for low tariff™

tainty
lished norms and of trade
— Including the fundamental World Trade
O (WT0) les of

startups attracted $16 billion in funding in 2024, marking a 78 per cent year-on-
year increase. Other encouraging signs are also emerging. Several startups are
tackling hard problems, from space tech to Al, lndhulmdignmdaﬂm

tie: darenotyetthe Infact d
m:ntxlndhnnnups performance pales relative to their Chinese or American

jies. These are high-
risk, high ital o/ i (R&D); and
often, ifi

hhdwnullndilwlllhlvcmdnllmmmnhupwimmmcmmm
nill"‘ hort of that support deep tech.
fund-

™ b
ing. ftop-tier: andaday Even now, India's
gross on research & (GERD) stands at less than 1 per
cent of gross domestic product, far behind that of the US (3.5 per cent) and China
(24 per cent). The lack of R&D ambition is not limited to startups. Indian firms
nndﬂlepv:mmmmllenmlyspemimolnneonlhmwmthnmdsmchanp
Further, v

R&Di

was the result of

w
mrkrtsuumxtdforswn.hsdﬂsmplpﬂhumpomm in 2023, for example,

£ Indi;

mﬁmrmmdﬂm%mmmwwmmﬂdmusm-nuﬂ
mmmmkmnlndmumngupdommhmnmbnm building strong

One, e areas where Indumul policy
Inlllauves help bulld export and technology hubs
in India for global value chains.

agreed upon in areas such as textiles
and clothing, footwear, smartphones, toys, and
shipbullding), to enable a shift away from India's
current deep rellance on a limited number of major
‘Thus, a case Is clearly made out

most-favoured nation (MFN) treat- Two, that are
ment, national treatment, and the sensitive for India, eg.
rule that tariffs applied by a country products. Three, the overall thrust

cannot be more than its bound tar-
iffs in the WTO. International trade
rules have been turned upside
down. This is a major blow to the

of the bilateral trade agreement
(BTA) for reducing tariffs bilater-
ally. Importantly, this would
require a Trade Promotion

fora by . in-depth vis-
&-vis value dulm. with backward facilitation
offered to the US lead flrms.

These effo d as part of a wider
industrial policy initiative for global value chalm
whmeln low tariffs on lmpnm»d Inputs are essential

WTO, at least until the rest of the Authority from the US Congress, condi-
world finds the courage or coher- as far as reduction of US tariffs is mmnm( create llrgeicde prudnmun must alsobe
ence to come together and resurrect - . concerned. emphasised, an objective that requires prioritising
it from the ensuing debris. RAJEEV KHER & HARSHA India’s existing exports of both  policy stability and a medium- to long-term vision
Significantly. the objective of goods ped in with “lead firms”.
this exercise has been thought VARDHANA SINGH hal Indi Itself {l
through. Trade partners would be |’ tosuffer.  alli S basket by ngoing
underpmnuem (a) negpumund Theenemorunﬂdunmby!ndh EU n thy possible
s a matterof soclal, and pol. timeand ajor Latin

as the order
n{l.rsnrlll’mductlon if “corrective” steps are taken
by other nations (Vietnam has already

MyAnnpﬂfo?onuaMupllmunmdmbe

American nations and the African continental area
d insulate ftself from

its Intentlon of reducing tariffs for the US); {b) refrain
from retallation, as the US could respond by Increas-

When compared with several of its major com-
pethncs.mdhlllnnbenaspotwllm!tmednmgzs

ing or expanding the scope of the duties
and (c) focus on Annex Il of the order, which provides
a list of products for which the tariffs would not
apply, including, for example, several pharmaceu-
tical products. While this list covers products that
may later be subject to safeguard measures, the idea

faster hard-

ware, Al, biouch.andclennclw Technology Innovation Hubs, set up under

of
to consider.

and that address its
important economic concens ‘The proposed BTA
pmvhtes a good platform for seeking better condi-

thons. Nonetheless, to get best mms. the BTA efforts

vohdlllywﬂwmpoudhle.'lhhnuybeysnmh
er opportunity for Indla and like-minded nations to
think of resurrecting the WTO — sans the US, if
required. [t would be wise to pursue national interest
in the given circumstances while recognising that
India needs to hedge itself well rrnmﬂnurelhocks.

would have tobe

and shift its valt US and naté

d by wider
policy Initlatives.

‘Total US tariffs on China (Including the earller
tariffs imposed soon after President Trump's inau-

than China (which will also result in a rise of bilateral
exports of US and India).

the National Mission on Interdisciplinary Cyber-Physical Systems, will hopefully ‘A country would need tofr: may stand at around 76 per cent. Jellow, RIS,
boast and on the three points above. One strong caveat, how- Recngnulng that China’s effective tariffs are much X former
ever, needs to be noted. President Trump Isentirely  higher, India must quickly engage in P peneral, WO, The v I
e first heard Whole L Goin® T never ugh albums | and Thereisa
eBeatlemaniaduet &y e e
however, the rock 'n' roll elevated higherdegree, = Beatlesin 1963, thejubil after “Getting Better™
faded away. Buddy Holly was hlled ina | thisbookisnotinterested inmusicasa 1964, the b Sgt. Pepper that
and learning from each other. plane crash. Elvis Presley ‘This book is about fuelled Rubber Soul in 1965, the epic seems to me central to Leslie’s
“ Inthe great teams of composers Army. Chuck Berry was Injall. Eddle soul, about griefand f
> before John Lennon and Paul Cochrandied inacarwreck. Little the love that two boys JOHN & PAUL: Revolverin1966 and ‘That night, Johnand Paul did
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It’s clear now: iron inside the sun
is more opaque than expected

Researchers found that the temperature of the sun is determined to a great degree by the opacity of minerals within it and the computer models
that were used to estimate and calculate various facts about the star were not quite accurate, and modelling parameters probably needed a relook

Nasudevan Mukunth.

he world is full of mysteries but
not all of them are grand. Sure,
we don't know what the mind
really is or what the inside of a
black hole looks like, But there are also
many mysteries hiding in the lile details.

For example, we don't know why iron
inside the sun is so opaque,

Solid iron objects are everywhere
around us. They're used to make
doarknobs, cooking utensils, furniture,
water tanks - all sorts of things, And
they're all opaque, When light hits an iron
object, it can't pass through, Instead,
some of it is absorbed and some of it is
scattered. How much light an object
absarbs is called its opacity: the more it
absorbs, the more opague it

Iron's opacity isn't an important detadl
when making a doorknob, But when
we're talking about the sun, the
implications are practically cosmic,

The universe's engines

The sun is the star closest to the earth and
thus the one humans have studied the
most, A lot of what we know, or think we
know, about different kinds of stars
comes from studying the sun,

This is true on two levels. First:
scientists have developed various theories
to explain the sun's properties. Over
many decades, they pointed telescopes,
detectors, and antennae at emissions

This Image from June 20, 2013, shows the bright light of a solar flare an the left side of the sun and an eruption of solar material shooting through the sun's

from the star to capture elec

radiation, charged particles, heat, etc,
and compare the data with each theory.
Then they eliminated theories that
disagreed with the data and refined those
that did.

On the second level, the sun is just one
kind of star; the universe has many kinds.
To understand their properties, scientists
used the theories to build models that
“simulate” them, These properties
include the generation of heat and energy
and their movement through the star, the
star's magnetic field, its rotation and

 called o P
mid-2010s reported that there appeared
to be 30-50% less carbon, oxygen, and
nitrogen in the sun than what models
predicted.

These models aren't easy to tweak with
new data, They have been able to
successfully predict some things, like the
sun’s current brightness and how many
neutrinos nuclear fusion in the sun's core
produces every second, The models have
also become so complicated they can run
only on the most powerful

quakes on its surface, the evoll of the
stellar here, the of

P it When faced with the
i ancy, modellers cted they

, Shortly thereafter, this same reglon of the sun sent a coronal mass efection out INto SPACE, NASA/GOODARD/ SO0

ee

We find that our selsmic opacity Is
about 10% higher than theoretical
values used In current solar models by
around 2 million degrees, but lower by
35% than some recent avallable
theoretical values

various elements derived from
helioseismic inferences, i.e, based on the
ion of sound within the sun,

sunspots and flares, and the effects of
these changes on near-star space.

Stars are the universe's engines: we
can't understand the universe if we don't
understand how stars work. When stars
form, they allow planets to form around
them, which they 4 supply

Erepancy, U

were due to problems in the way the

! " at were d. If
the measurements are improved, the
discrepancy might go away, they said,

But a notable study published in 2015

disagreed: its authors wrote that the

disc cy “could be resolved if the true

with light, heat, and a protective magnetic
shield, (Sometimes they supply too much
or too little: scientists have found more
than a few exoplanets fried by their host
stars or turned into glant ice balls.)

Their mass deflects asteroids and
comets, and their flares energise nearby
gas clouds and increase the formation of
other stars, When a star dies, depending
on its manner of death, it releases coplous
amounts of metals and other elements
into the universe that aren't made in any
other natural process,

This variety of effects means stars’
properties affect the formation of star
clusters, galaxies, the universe’s
structure, and its evolution, Scientific
maodels can thus simulate all these things

mean opacity for the solar interior matter
were roughly 15% higher than predicted.”
How much energy an element absorbs
inside the star affects the star's
temperature profile. The authors were
thus suggesting the models” data about
the opacity of elements inside the sun
were off. To buttress their argument, they
subjected a plasma containing iron to
conditions expected at the star’s
radiation/convection zone boundary, 4
layer about 30% of the way from the
surface to its centre, They reported that
depending on the frequency of radiation
striking it, iron's opacity was found to be
30-400% higher than predicted.

Dark of the shadow

if they get the stars' prop right, and
herein lies the rub.

Up to 400% higher
Several independent studies until the

i studies upheld the crux of
these findings: that models were
underestimating iron’s opacity, In a study
published on January 27 this year,
scientists reported "opacity profiles” of

F
They wrote: “We find that our seismic
opacity is about 10% higher than
theoretical values used in current solar
maodels by around 2 million degrees, but
lower by 35% than some recent available
theoretical values.” But researchers who
banked on models ~ which were based on
their theories ~ still had to be sure if
uncertainties in the measurements of the
time-varying properties of the plasma in
these studies could explain the
discrepancy.

In a study published on March 3 in
Physical Review Letters, researchers from
the US and France reported they had put
this question to the test and concluded
the problem was indeed in the theory, not
in the observed data.

At Sandia National Laboratories in the
US, the team exposed a thin sample of
fron to Xerays and pointed spectrometers
at the Xeray source. The spectrometers
observed the X-ray shadow cast by the
fron sample. The team also linked up the
spectrometers to ultrafust Xoray cameras
that recorded changes in temperature and
particle density more than one billion
times per second.

The team wrote in its paper, “Our new

use a novel technology to

measure opacity sample evolution ...
These measurements quantify the impact
of temporal gradients on published
film-integrated data and contradict the

pothesis that the temporal i
might explain the published model-data
discrepancy.”

‘Many more requirements’

The study’s challenges weren't trivial,
Measuring opacity in sun-like conditions
requires technologies that didn’t exist
until recently. To mimic the conditions in
the sun, the electrons in a plasma need to
be energised to at keast 180 eV while their
density exceeds 30,000 billion billion
particles per millilitre. The energy came
from the X-ray source at Sandia,

The thin iron sample also contained a
small amount of magnesium as a tracer,
The magnesium's interaction with the
Xerays, as observed at the spectrometer,
allowed the team to caleulate the
electrons’ energy and density.

The team inferred iron’s opacity to the
X-rays based on how strongly it absorbed
the radiation. The more strongly it did,
the darker the shadow it would cast in the
spectrometer readings. This “darkness"” is
called the line optical depth.

The paper added, “The ultimate
approach to resolving the model-data
discrepancy entails measuring iron
opacity as a function of time, However,
that must satisfy many more
requirements, including absolute
transmission measurements, rather than
line optical depth reported here, and
formal uncertainty determination, while
measuring plasma conditions.”

“Such an absolute opacity approach is
presently under investigation,” the team
added.

(mukunth.v@thehindu.co.in)
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When the earth and the moon cast shadows on each other

Vasudevan Mukunth moon comes before the sun but only leaves & sea level - Ans: TOPEX/Poseldon
ring of light visible. What's their size in 5. of land b

. degrees?

QUESTION 1 [

Right before and right after the point of QUESTION 4

tatality during  solar eclipse, the moon's
rugged surface allows beads of sunlight to
shine through in some places, called

' Wihen there is one bead, the
“dlamond ring" effect is visible, Fill in the
blanks,

.

QUESTION 2

The earth's X s it moves around the sun
creates the seasons, In the same way, the
moon's X In its orbit around the earth
creates a perlod once every six months or
50 when (relatively) many eclipses occur,
What s X?

-

QUESTION 3

An Important reason why eclipses occur s
that the sun and the moon are roughly the
same size as seen from the earth's surface.
An annular eclipse happens when the

oM
K

Bath the moan around the earth and the
earth around the sun follow elliptical orbits. If
both these orbits were circular instead, there
would be a solar eclipse every day
Fill in the blanks.

LY

QUESTION S

People who purpasefully track down eclipses
and observe them are called
They are also called

be translated as ‘shadow lover” as well as
refers to a part of eclipses, Fill In the blank
Answers to April 3 quiz

1. Shape ocean’s surface takes under

of surface waves - Ans: Still-water level
4. Space mission launched in 1992 to measure

lipse chasers.
which can

after losing ice mass - Ans: Post-glaclal
rebound

Visual: Sea of Galilee

First contact: K.N, Viswanathan | Tamal
Biswas | Joe VR, | Anmol Agrawal
Answers to April 4 quiz

1. Leading cause of maternal mortality
worldwide - Ans: Postpartum
hemorrhage

2. Stage of pregnancy when mast maternal
deaths occur - Ans: Durlng childbirth
and postnatal perlod

3. Recommended period for exclusive
breastfeeding - Ans: Six months

4, Kangarao mather care can help bables
regulate temperature - Ans: True

5, Factors of the Apgar score - Ans:

Sakthivel | Kittu Choudhary

influence of gravity and rotation - Ans; Geold  Reflexes, heart rate, muscle tone,

2. Location of India-sized sea-level anomaty breathing, skin colour

Ans: Indian Ocean Visual Virginia Apgar

3 Value of sea level Including average height — First contact: KN, Viswanathan | Sanjev ~

REUTERS

A partial solar eclipse over Greenland's capital Nuuk In March 2025,

Sheubs like Viburnwn grandiflorum are a critical
food source for pollinators, ANzAR KHIROD

Kashmir’s
less-known
spring blooms

Hirra Azmat

Kashmir's agroclimatic conditions are
distinct from the rest of the country. The
Valley's long, harsh winters leave
vegetation in dormancy, When spring
arrives, it breathes new life into the
landscape.

The mountainous region is home to a
variety of endemic plants, including
indigenous bulbs, herbs, shrubs, and
trees. These floral species play a crucial
role in maintaining the valley's
biodiversity,

Some of the most prominent spring
flowers are Colchicum luteum (veer
kaum): A delicate yet vibrant bloom, often
seen carpeting hillocks and grooves;
Sternbergia vernalis (goul tour), a
golden-yellow flower that marks the
arrival of spring; Salix (braed mushuk), a
plant with significant cultural and
ecological value; Viburnum grandifiorum
(kulmansh), a shrub with large pink
flowers; and daffodils, whose bright
yellow and white hues symbolise renewal
and have deep roots in Kashmiri folklore,
Beyond their aesthetic appeal, these
plants also provide essential ecosystem
services. They serve as vital food sources
for polli ensuring the poll of
horticultural fruit trees that also bloom
during spring,

“The Valley's vast altitudinal variations

from 1,600 metres in the basin to over
4,500 metres at mountain peaks ~ create
diverse habitats suitable for these plants,”
Anzar Khuroo, professor at the
Department of Botany, University of
Kashmir, said. “The gradual blooming
from the valley plains in early spring to
the alpine meadows in late summer

| 0 LY 3
than just about preserving
blodiversity; they also represent

showcases their remarkable diversity and
adaptability

For centuries, ethnic communities
have used these endemic blooms for
medicinal and cultural purposes. Many
traditional uses have been preserved
through oral traditions, passed down
from generation to generation, These
flowers don't just symbolise Kashmiri
heritage; they also hold potential
therapeutic benefits,

But despite their significance, these
species face numerous threats,
Unsustainable development activities,
deforestation, and increasing human
encroachment pose significant risks,
Climate change has also started to alter
their blooming patterns, Research has
found that relatively milder winters and
early warming in February have led to
premature flowering in the Valley,
disrupting the natural seasonal cycle,

For example, a recent study conducted
by the Khuroo's group at the University of
Kashmir reported a shift in the spring
flowering phenology (the study of
flowering patterns and cycles influenced
by seasonal chunges) of the model plant
species Sternbergia vernalis, in response
to the changing climate in the Kashmir
region of the Himalayas,

“As Kashmir's ecology and
environment face increasing pressures, it
is imperative to strike a balance between
development and conservation,” Khuroo
said. “Protecting these endemic blooms is
not just about preserving biodiversity: it is
about safeguarding the cultural and
ecological essence of the Valley for
generations to come.”

(Hirra Azmat is a Kashmir-based
Journalist who writes extensively on
science, health, and environment,
azmathirra@gmail.com)

For feedback and suggestions
for “Science’, please write to
sclence@thehindu.co.ln with the
subject 'Daily page'
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Trump threatens
additional 50%
tariffs on China

REUTERS
Thpit

§ President Donald Trump threat
ened to further Increase tariffs on
Chinaon Monday, ralsing the pos-

acceptable  compromise,” EU  Trade
Commissioner Maros Sefcovic sald at a
news conference,

Trump aldes say Trump s following
through on a promise to reverse decades of
trade liberalization that he belleves has

sibility of further Latl na
trade war that has already wiped trilllons of
dollurs from global markets.

Trump sald he would impose an
additional 50 per cent duty on US imports
from China on Wednesday if the world's No.

theUS But they also sald

he I willing to negotlate with dozens of coun-
tries that have reached out for talks,

“He's doubling down on something that

he knows works, and he's going to continue

to do that,” White House economist Kevin

.
NEW DELHI | TUESDAY, 8 APRIL 2025 Business Standard

“They (global leaders) are dying tomake adeal. And I'said,
we're notgoing to have deficits with your country. We're going
to have surpluses or, at worst, going tobe breaking even
DONALD TRUMP, USPRESIDENT

LL-OUT TARIFF WAR LOOMS

Global markets tumble as 3-day
selloff wipes out $9.5 trillion

THE MAGNIFICENT 7

IMAGING: ALYA MOWANTY

BLOOMBERG
Tagnl

The carnage In financial markets
worsened on Monday with stressed-
out Investors abandoning hopes that
US President Donald Trump would
change his tarlff policy.

Stocks tumbled, taking the three
day wipeout In global equity vilue
toabout $9.5 triltion, S&I 500 equity
futures signalled a 3 per cent Joss and
the VIX Index spiked above 50,
Europe's Stoxx 600 tumbled § per
cent. Asla capped the worst day since
2008, Treasurles and the yen galned
as Investors sought refuge.

2 economy did not withdraw the 34 per cent  Hassett sald Trump on Fox News. "But he Is Mapin$tm Traders boosted thelr expecta-
tarlffs it had imposed on US products last  also going to listen to our trading partners, Apr2,'25  Apr7,'25  Change Change % tlons for Federal Reserve Interest rate
week, Those Chinese tarlffs had come In  and Illlwymme to us with really great deals Apple 336 2.66 <070 | -20. cuts this year, pricing in the equiv-
response to 3 per cent “re cal” dutles  that e Ame: manufacturing and alent to five quarter-point moves.
announced by Trump. American farmers, Pmsure  Microsoft 2.8 2.51 -0.21 == "'” Swaps also showed the risk of an
“All talks with China he'll listen.” Nvidia 269 215 =0.55 N -20.35  omergency move, reflecting a 40 per
cnnwmlnulh(;llnmm‘lr:r):l 4 China's 'mnrllalory Amazon.com 2.08 1N 033 N 6.1 cw]\ll htﬂl;me! of :“;'ul by nex!l week,
meetings with us wil 3 ' ! evies are the firmest - wol fore the Fed's meeting In May.
terminated!” he wrote on ncmmmn leldlanS response yet to Trump's At i) a1 s M -9.83 Trump told reporters on Alr Foroe
soclal media, 3% tariff hike byApril 8,We  announcement, which has Meta Platforms 148 123 025 ——— AT Sunday to “forget markets for
The announcement il impose additional 50%  been met with bewlidered Tesla 0.9 on =020 (RN -21.98 o second” in o flash of disregard for
Injected further turbulence condemnation from other Note: Data 191 7,95 IST; Comdlod by BS Resaarch Bureau; Source: Moomaery the selloff engulfing Wall Street.
Into global financial mar- tam:’m(‘x“pmg Al leaders. Beljing called ( "It starts to feel as If the market Is
kets, which have fallen {3l na (oncemmg Trump's behaviour “eco nou‘n |N°Ex us '0.“ G-SE( Y'Eln %) getting Into a sell now, ask questions
steadlly since Trump's nomic bullying”, later’ kind of mood,” sald Stephan
announcement. A 10 per thelrmqueﬁed meﬁjngs " After stocks In main- 06 425 Kemper, chief Investment strategist
cont tariff took effect on  With uswill beterminated!”  1and China and Hong Kong © 103.87 at BNP Parfhas Wealth Management.
allimports Into the world's  poNALD TRUMP cratered  on  Monday, “The market bs looking for the point
largest consumer market US PRESIDENT China's soverelgn fund 102.91 of max pain at which the Trump
on Saturday, and targeted stepped In to try to stabil- w9 13 w0 Administration andjor the Fed start
dutles of up to 50 per cent Ise the market, | - toblink.”
are due to snap Into place on Wednesday. Blllionalre Elon Musk, who Is leading Markets around the world buck:
US stocks briefly stopped thelr downward  Trump's effort to slash government spending, led from the selloff. Tesla Inc shares
slide after a report that Trump was consider-  called for zero tarlffs between the US and plunged as much as 10 por cent after
Ing & 90-day tarlff pause, then turned neg-  Europe over the weekend. 0 3.95 Danlel Ives, a Wedbush Securities
atlve again after the White House dismissed On Monday, Trump trade adviser Peter analyst and long-time bull, slashed
the report as “fuke news.” The S&P 500 Index  Navarro dismissed the Tesla CEO as a "car his price target. Apple Inc,
was headed toward a 20 per cent drop from  assembler” Amuzoncom Ine and Citlgroup Inc
Its February high. Investors and political leaders have strug: dropped about § per cent.
Goldman Sachs ralsed the odds of a US  gled to determine whether Trump's tardifs are o 3.80 Europe’s Stoxx 600 Index
recession to 48 per cent. part of 4 permanent new reglme or a nego- Apr 2,125 Apr 7,25 Apr2,'25 Ape1,125 plunged to the lowest since

The European Unlon sald it would start
collecting retallatory duties on some US
goods next week, even as officials sald they
stood ready to negotiate a "zero for zero” deal
with Trump's administration.

“Sooner or later, we will sit at the negotia-
tion table with the US and find a mutually

tlating tactic to win concessions from other
countries,

Some In the EU worry that a forceful
response risks even more blowback on
European exporters of everything from
French Cognac and Itallan wine to
German cars.

China floats rate cuts,
aid to counter levies

BUOOMBERG
thptt

Gavernm ents arour

tfinandial
gweeping tanffs annol
Key announcements

JAPAN

W Japanese PM Shigenu Ishiba
o Manday tald Tramp in a cét
that his tariff policies are

China sald it has room 1o case
borrowing costs and reserve
rules for lenders If needed to
defend Its economy agalnst US
President  Donald  Trump's
latest tariffs,

The reserve requirement
ratho for financlal |
and the central bank's policy
rates can be cut anytime going

urged him to rethink. shida
also sald he agreed with Trump

forward, the state-owned | tacontinue constructve
People’s Dally sald In a com- | dialogue on the lssue
mentary on Sunday. “There Is - e
still room for further expansion BANGLADESH
ofthe fiscal deficie, special treas- | ®Bangladesh’s interim
ury bonds and spectal debts.” D::’m g""":"\:

On Saturday, the officlal | ™ papone

e = @37 tariT on the country

Xinhua News Agency sald | ¢ three months as It pledges
Beljing will to take | fAmerian
“resolute measures” to safe- | goods, including ING and key
guard its ¥, security

and other Interests, US tarify
announced last week will rase
levies on nearly all Chinese pro-
ducts to at least 54 per cent,

INDONESIA
W indonesia's central bank
said I would “Intervere

pling exports to
the US fust as China’s economy

Indol
fareign exchange markets when

they re-open on Tuesday to
Stabilise “the ruplah exchange
rate and maintaning”
confidence in its markets

SOUTH KOREA

® South Korea's financal
regulator asked firms and state
Institutions o be prepared
1o provide liguidity
support for exporting
firms and thelr
contracons impacted
Dy tariffs, and sad it
wauld prepare a market
stabilising programme
Worth 100 trillion won

SPAIN

® Spanish Econamy Minister
S0l e would push the EU to
approve ald for industries hit by
US tariTs. It was one of the few
Major econombes to offer firms a
financial package of oars and
divect aid worth 16.1 b0 euros

Sowrc ] Moomberg

December 2023 and Germany's DAX

JPMorgan CEO Dimon
soundsinflation warning

“MEOUI(},(HERTHISISSUEIS

Wall Street leaders Issued
warmnings on US tariffs, with
JPMorgan Chase CEO Jambe
Dimon saying they could have
lasting negative consequences,
while fund manager Bill
Ackman sald they could lead
to an “economic nuclear
winter." In Dimon's annual
letter to shareholders, pub
lished on Monday following a
rout last week that wiped off
trillions of dollars from global
stock markets, he expressed
concern about how the tariffs
would Impact America's long-
term economic alllances.

“The economy Is facing
considerable turbulence
(Including geopolitics),”
Dimon wrote, “We are likely to
see Inflationary outcomes ..,
Whether or not the menu of
tarlffs causes a recession
remains In question, but it will
slow down growth.”

Dimon's comments come
after billlonalre Ackman, who
endomed Donald Trump's run

Index briefly sank 10 per cent before

In a flash of disregard, US President Trump
told reporters to ‘forget markets for a second’

recovering. Defense companies,
some of the best-performing stocks
this year, were among the hit hardest
as Investors bullt cash by selling
winners.

In Asla, the Hang Seng Index
sank 13 per cent and South Korea
abso brlefly halted sell orders for pro-
gram trading. China's policymakers
discussed measures over the week
end to stabilize the economy and the
markets, Including whether to accel-
erate plans to unleash stimulus to
bolster consumption, according to
people famillar with the matter.

Meanwhile, strategists warned of
deeper losses ahead If a recession
takes hold, Oppenhelmer & Co's
John Stoltzfus — the blggest bull
among strategists untll March —
became the latest to slash his year-
end target on the S&P 500, to 5950
polnts from 7,100,

While the new estimate still
Implies a 17 per cent rebound later
In the year, Stoltzfus sald uncertainty
was "t levels Investors find hard to
embrace.” This Is being combined
with "a negative pltch book that
seemingly projects negative out-
comes to Infinity,” he wrote in a note
toclients.

At RBC Capital Markets, Lor
Calvasina gave a more dire predic-
tlon, saying that the S&P 500 may
fall as Jow as 4,200 If “full recession
pricing takes hold” That would
mean a 17 per cent plunge from
Priday's close.

In the heart of Singapore’s central
business district, currency trader
Mingze Wu at financlal services flrm
StoneX sakd he was watching trades
getting squeezed and Hauidity evap-
orating.

“Investors are trylng to read the
tea leaves on Trump and all the
retallation risks but they're just
Impossible to read.” he sald, “People
are really scared of what's going on."

Singapore PM flags
tariff alarm, Oppn

calls it fear tactic

stepped aside as prime minls-
ter In May after two decades in

the job, followed with remarks
of his own at a community
event on Sunday.

“It's going to affect our
trade, It's golng to affect our
economy, It's going to affect
our reglon and It's golng to
affect our future.” Lee sald,
“It's not good news.”

Singapore’s  benchmark
Straits Times Index tumbled
as much as 8.7 per cent, the
most since October
2008, amid a tariff-spurred
wobal rout,

RESOLVED THE BETTER BLOOMBERG
BECAUSE SOME OF THE 7hpel
NEGATIVE EFFECTS INCREASE A
Singapore's political leaders
CUMUIAMYMR“MEAND warned of a tough road ahead
WOULD BE HARD TO REVERSE" after the US unvelled sweeping
global tarifls, a move described
JAMIE DIMON by an opposition party as
CED, IPMorgan Chase scaremongering.
Prime Minister Lawrence
Wong (pictured) sounded the
"WE ARE HEADING FOR " “‘ alarm, wx:mma that the lkell-
/ hood of a full-blown global
ASELF-INDUCED, o\ trade war Is growing, The city-
state Is subject to the minl
EmNOMnK NUCLEAR b mum 10 per cent universal tar
WINTER Y on wll exports to the US,
among the lowest in Southeast
::k::zm:‘ Asba, where other nations have

pause and renegotiate trade
deals, If the tarffs are Imposed
this week, "we are heading for
a selfdnduced, economic
nuclear  winter,"  Ackman
wrote In a post on X, I?uy
would stymie busd I

ralsed the risk of a US and
wobal recession this year to 60
percent from 40 per cent after
Trump unvelled the steepest
trade barriers in more than
100 years lust woek,

hile, Goldman Sachs

for president, sald busl
leaders were losing confl-
dence In Trump, Ackman also

ment and
and “severely dnlmuc" lhc U\
reputation for years,

wlso ralsed the odds of a US
recession to 45 per cent from 3§
per cent, the second time It

countered with offers 1o lower
thelr own Jevies In exchange
for Jenlency from the Trump
administration.

It will spell trouble for all
nations especlally small ones
like Singapore,” Wong sald in
@ five-minute video posted on
soclal media Friday evening.
“We risk being squeezed
out, manginalkzed and left
behind.”

Senlor Minkster Lee

Is steadying at the start of 2025,

Trump orders freshreview
of Nippon’s bid for US Steel

called on the president to

JPMorgan's  economists  Increased its forecust in a woek.

IN BRIEF

China’s tariff objections
stalled TikTok deal: Trump

Samsungsays TV business
tobelessaffected by duties

us Donald Trump on China’s objections to new US tariffs stalled a deal to sell off TikTok Samsung Electronics’ television business Is expected to be less
nmmlmumypmlmanarmhlaok:mwonmﬂ‘swhv and keep itoperating in the US, President Donald Trump said, a"-mdbyusunrmmnrivnlslmaunmmlolmwnnldm
US Steel If “further action" Is ralsing “We had a deal pretty much for TikTok ~ not a deal but pretty Narth America sald or
hnpn!uvu\cluwo]nmthvlmdul "l direct the Committee close = and then China changed the deal because of tanffs,” Monday, St¥, Snnuun.,uwmdd‘lmpTlehv wlll mnllmtlc
ted States. ..o conduc of Trump X AirForce One as he retumed to watch thy ging policy, and % on tariffs, it

n\'aommlumolmmbywpwnﬂnl)wmmmm Washington after a weekend of golf in Florida. "if | gave a litthe cut plans to allocate gly across about X

further action In this maybe In tariffs they would have that dealin s tos, b theworld, said Yong Seok-woo,

rwom the memo reads. The White House directive sent the which shows the power of tariffs." Trump fficlal president of the visual atSamsung,

share price of US Steel up over 13 per cent, as investors took it to

mean the T
mrmanwmrmu President Joe Biden blocked the tie-up. lltl.l!

have been working on an agreement to sell the popular social
media app, owned by ByteDance Ltd, to an American buyer, as
required by a bipartisan law enacted in 2004,

Mexico largely escaped nump‘s new 10 per cent global baseline
tariff and steeper "reciprocal tarffs™ for many trading
s

Hslen Loong, who

Lamborghini chief
welghs tariffresponse

tup a task force to assess US

lrump mnm it

officer to consider the mﬂr mllm L] moomn "w"nmmng

B the situatior

id. “We have 185, With y
g e hawe pe yanalyzing
y W
ghiniwill

NV with price rises, | saneofthe AG brands
25 percent Tr has
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A barometer of
Trump turmoil

Turmoil in Asian markets suggests US tariffs may
cause a deeper disruption beyond global trade

flast week suggested that the global economic

order had been irreversibly changed, then

Monday morning showed the magnitude of the

disruption. Asian markets were roiled by the
Trump tariffs on Monday . In Japan, the Nikkei closed
7.83% down; in Hong Kong, the Hang Seng did worse,
closing 13.22% down: and in India, the Sensex, closed
2.95% down, The Sensex has now lost 6,84% since
January 1, and s 14.93% down from the peak of
85,978.25 it touched on September 27, 2024,

Southeast Asian countries such as Vietnam,

Thalland and Malaysia have b export
powerhouses, and it is only natural that the US' move
to levy additional tariffs on imports roils their
markets, India isn't yet an exports powerhouse, but
the additional tariff of 26% from Imports from the
country into the US will affect exporters, especially in
certain sectors, although New Delhi has indicated
that there could be some opportunities too. And the
sharp fall in the price of crude could make India’s
finances — the country imports over 80% of its
requirement — look better,

The markets may recover, but Monday’s events are
suggestive of a deeper turmoll across the world, one
that will affect not just global trade, but also disrupt
supply chains and increase market volatility. The
sweeping nature of the US tariffs, and the intricate
Inter-relationships engendered by globalisation
mean analysts and experts will still be analysing
second- and third-order effects well into 2026 (not to
mention the flux that will be caused by the US
walking back some of the tariffs).

Monday's market mayhem reinforces the
importance of two essential behaviour among retail
Investors (Institutional investors are adults that can
take care of themselves) — one, long-term thinking;
and two, balanced asset allocation (depending on
the life-stage of the investor). In recent years. India's
stock market boom has attracted new investors,
some of whom are obsessed with short-term gains;
the boom has also increased interest in not just
mutual funds (of all hues), but also direct equity
investing through online platforms, even in small-
town India. This correction is an opportunity, albeit
an excessively expensive one, for this breed of
investors to learn these lessons,

The tariffs, and their impact on markets may well
force the hand of the Reserve Bank of India's
- v Policy C ittee, and Wednesday may
even see a 50-basis point (0.5 percentage point) cut in
the policy rate, although most analysts expect it to be
half that. But lower Interest rates cannot really tackle
the uncertainty that Trump’s actions have unleashed.

Implementation of
Bimstec decisions has to
be monitored at the
highest political level,
across member nations,
if progress is to be made

e family photo of the sum-
mit of Bay of Bengal Initia-
tive for Multh-Sector Tech-
nical and Economic Coop-
erntion (Bimstec) keaders in
Bangkok on April 4
revealed i thelr attire and
the respectful distance each main-
tained from the ather, This was in
marked contrast 1o the usual family
Photo of Asean keaders, who are alwiys
mwmumfum batlk shirts and
llgh(ly ing each other’s hands.

L L O e
OPINION

year, mnlm the grouping a full-

How Bimstec’s reali
can match its vision

m:umd lhmugh a |plri| of coopers-

i
(Innwmdbynmmmm mandate.
The peincipal schlevernent of the lat-
estsummit is thae Bimstec has adopted
Viskon 2000/, i plan outhining ks goals
and objectives for the next five years,
The vislon document has three ele-
ments, identified n the subtitle: “A
P! rous, Restlient, and Open BIM-
wmolofourpnphnvd]wun
pmnmnru " Alming st prosperity for
I ‘.NOHM

nhnrvd mpnnnswlw and mutual ben-
e

‘The Bangkok summit also yiekded
other ng results, it welcomed
the report of the Eminent Persons
Group on the grouping's future direc-
ton, emphasising the need for early
In NN, shoukd be
mulew;bllc » mum\c'mn nl Blm

u

Auhln.hni l-nﬂhlhnwlhﬂepmllmﬂuhn& L]

project thi

ANOKOX,

THAM A NS

Olu'rmmm'ulndukﬂf-

MY

place inall mtmhlr mmlmm The
2)-palnt act by MM

"

;I;hnl GDP, while for
nwr; 200 al the wokal populnmn

on security
the level of lulm ministers and estab-

Narendr Mo has a better chance of
because New Delhi

lishing a new for health
10 adv

nmmxy lhv on wmm:
wis ) (d

ects are chnhudni and confident,
They belleve that through concrete
steps such as promoting trade and
Investment, strengthening

regglonal sup) ch..lnuxpe - =

diting the im|
lhnrﬁmy nndAman.

mslh -ummlmlmvm leaders —five
from South Asa (India,

nn I!ood security, they can
rench thelr dusth

Nepal, Bhutan, mum?wm
from Southeast Asia (Thatland and
Mysnamar) did repeesent a family com-

tlon.

Rajiv
Bhatia

whlkv.lmmummn Bimstec
was

in

the health fleld. A special push i likely

1o promote lnumm mmugh varlous
ddhist clr-

has the will and th
Another critical mqulmmnl for
llmlm:lnummlpr erad refation-

froeft

Plan for
reviewed.

" However, there was little
pmnlnumnngml'm
Trade A

ke ol " .

cults,

ps I from tenslons,

clreuits. A development that may
warm the hearts of maritime experts
af o new Instit-

I the

(FTA),

project that began over llm

decades ago. Alter the early

success In concluding the

FTA framework agreement,

governments have been
stuck In

ment, will equip Bimstec

I of .72
billion They are united by

people.
shared vision and the political resolve

siveness, and human securlty In varl-
ous dimensions. This involves diverse

seven agree-
ments, Summit after summit, the
leaders continue to divect officials to
ﬂpcdllr thelr work. Once again, they

tlonal

this g;oup. In this context, the Toleof
Bangladesh as the next Chalr and ity
relutionship m Mullummwdlnu“

between Bimstec nnd the Indian
Ocean Rim (IORA). The

mmmmmum&y

latter has Sri Lanka as the chair at
ran which will pass on to India

ter in the year. Bimstec's emphasis
on reallsing the full potential of the
Hlue Economy assumes some signifl-
cance as the group works to achleve
Its goal of establishing & Bay of Bengal

elections are -chduled to take place at
the end of 2025 0r early 2026, 1t will be
the responsibility of the next govern-
ment to ¢ for the 7th summie,
which is o take place in the flrst
hall of 2027, The current dispensation

The challenges before
CPM’s new leadership

he change of guard in the CPM, announced on
TSunduy. comes ata critical juncture for the party

and the larger politics it represents, The
leadership question had assumed urgency after the
passing of Sitaram Yechury — general secretary of the
party at the time — last year. Former general
secretary Prakash Karat assumed the mantle in the
Interim, but given the age criterion for Politburo
membership — CPM's decision-making body — he,
along with other senior leaders (Brinda Karat, and
Manik Sarkar, among others), had already been
counted out of the leadership search, On Sunday,
former Kerala minister and long-time Politburo
member, MA Baby was named as the general
secretary. Eight new members joined the Politburo as
some senlor leaders stepped down and joined the
party’s Central Committee as special invitees, For an
Ideology-driven party, such transitions are also about
ensuring continuity. Prakash Karat's statement that
the transition Is not a “generational shift” needs to be
seen against this backdrop.

The task ahead for Baby is daunting, given the
challenges the CPM is facing, The first would be the
party's stunting, with just one state, Kerala, making up
the bulk of the membership. This Is nota good augury
for the largest Left party in the country. The second
challenge will be to cement national recall for the new
leadership — Yechury, the Karats, and a few others
were prominent on the national stage while the new
leadership will need to work at this, Third, the new
leadership will have to try and reverse the shrinking of
space for the Left in the political sphere. This Is not just
an India-specific problem; globally, there seems to be a
retreat from Left politics, The new leadership must hit
the ground running if it is to reinvigorate the party.

to secure it in a rapidly world
soon can they
mnmmudmnmlnmmlqw

domains such as greater cooperation
for disaster
mmumnmlmw

Telief, recovery, and recon-

years later. It achieved very llllr umll
2016 when, heeding sober volces that
the grou) &l‘l needed o leader, India
stepped forward to host the flrst-ever
retreat of 1t leaders, as well as thelr
rich Interaction with the leaders of
BRICS in Goa, Two summits later, Bim-
stec armed itsell with a brand-new
Charter that came into operation last

athon, and pi

protection,

Ubtimasely, an open Bimstec s envi-

IIOM whkh promotes sustalnable
and people-centric

mmlL whlk enhancing collaboration
among civil soclety, business, acade-
mia, and other stakeholders. The ead-
ers have emphasised that p ra
toward achleving the vislon will be a8

s Primwe Minister

emphasised
develop-

ments “without further delay.” Thal
Shinawa:

tra was perhay ‘RI the only leader who

e significance of the
FTA In a reglon where intra-r I Thils Is where
trade currently accounts for as long-time watchers of the reglonal
6% of the total trade within the reglon.
“The FTA." she sald, “will unlock the
potential of the reglon, creating new
rtunities for all our nations,”

someone lstening?

b(uh ing the Trade Negotlating  Communi
m ttee 1o finalise these agree-

ﬂunnmtziplmm excel at mmm

dmll goaks and programmes, They

Thus, the next phase of the reglonal
grouping's trajectory and it ability to

translate its vision Into reality will
political

Bangkok summit, but the d.

Rty ey

can be best ensured If monitoring, at

the b Itical levels, of progress
In lmmmu the rlmmgu takes

Rajtv Bivatta bs distinguished fellow at
Gateway Howse, o former ambassador,
and the author of three books om Indhe's

Jorelgn podicy. The wiews expressed are
personal

India-UAE: A bond that
goes beyond business

hen I think of India, | think of fam-
Ily. Not Just because over 3.8 mil-
T Incians call the UAE thelr sec-

ond home, but because our bonds
streteh across many generations and span sev-
eral centuries,

Today, under the leadership of Shetkh
Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, President of
the UAE, and Shefkh Mohammed bin Rashid Al
Maktoum, Vice President and Prime Mindster
of the UAE and Ruler of Dubal, the UAE and

Indla are transforming that strong thon
of friendship knto one of the most pivosal part-
nerships foe our vibrant future.

As L make my first official visit w India at
Privne Minister Narendra Modi's gractous invi-

\ ho beilld hy

leaders who contribite to the mllnn:‘l-e‘;::.
umylndlnm Dubal Economic Agenda D33,

lnch n lnumm hullhun education and

Hgence, nmw-bk energy, food security and
defence. Strategie collaborations, such as the
space partnership between Mohammed Bin
Rashid Space Centre and the Indian

systems through IIIIIMNM like UPENEOPAY
demonstrates how we are bullding digital

bridges,
Famed Indian institutions such as [T Delhi
and [IM Ahmedabad have chasen the UAE to

tatlon, §earry with me storles passed down
through four I the Al Mak
family — stories about friendship,

trust and shared dreams. [ndia

host thesr making usa
global gateway for talent, Indeed,
education stands at the beart of our

JAMIE DIMON
<
Whether or not the
tariffs causes ar

menu of

ession

remains in question, but it will
slow down growth

India-made civil aircraft gives
wings to aviation hub dream

domestic

Having obtalned key certifications, the Han-

ndia bs currently the
stands apart as one of the rare shared story. Our first schools were airtine market in the world, By the end of  sa-3(NG) s now eligible for day and night opes-
natlons to have welcomed all four Jed by eminent tenchers from India, this decade, the country is projected o ations, with further steps taken to extend its
senerations of my family. and our flest hospitals staffed bydw- Ve 1500 d k for Instrument flight rules (IFR)
century ago, my great-grandfa- tors and  lts posttion as a power-  operations.
ther, Shelkh Saced bin Maktoum Al Sheikh the country. house in global aviation, This CSIR-NALY Hans-3(NG) marks )
Maktoum, often visited Indla, mostly e Our bonds extend beyand busl- growth in passenger volume reflects morethan — milestone In advancing India's aviation ambi-
for medical treatment, and when  HaMdan bin  neyg o the cultural stage and to the Justan expanding aviation Industry — I( mml- tions. It aligns seamlessly with PM Modl's
asked about his extended stays. e Mohammed  ericket ek, With Dubal home dla as a global aviation
sadd he felt at home. — W0 the International Cricket Council, With the polmul dispensation I'mded by hub by the end of this decade and the
That Is not surprising, Even before sport adds another dlmension to our Prime Minkster (PM) Narendra Modi deter- goul of Viksie Bharat by 2047,

the formatson of the UAE in 1971, Indian mer-
chants used to call on Dubal, an important
trading port. They not only traded splces and
stlk but also shared a doep bond of friendship
with our community,

My grandfather, Shetkh Rashid bin Saecd Al
Maktoum, Issued a decree for the first Indian
Dustnes Boenoe in Bur Dubal In the 19605 Over
the years, Inddan entrepreneuns have become
an integral and important part of Dubal and the
UAE sticcess story,

The route between our lands Is anclent. In

Al Hadidd — an archaeological site discov-
ered In Dubal's sands — we find Indian beads
and t.mmmum 3,000, years. Out chIu

Mllltm
th of India

relationship. The recent victory of Team India
at the Champlons Trophy fnals o Dubal
btmam Joy to milkions who celebrate cricket

with unbrridied passion as we see in the ongalng
IPL matches. Similarty, Iidian cinema — alten
fimed un knnm In ll'l UAE — delights the
Indian d And
mm«!hnwﬂuuxﬁy-ml traditional

Whattr hh

mined o le India among the frontline

natons and the
country gearing up to handle the npldly
expanding aviation needs of the

most pressing necessity Is the demand br
pllots, o cructal companent in sustalning this
growth trajectory, As per recent reports from
the ministry of civil aviation, the
demand i plbots in | mm-mm

nmculunl mmcnnm that shape our luun

Journey.

Indiy's march toward Vikit Bhasat 2047 par-
allels our own UAE Centennlal 2071 vision. Our
nntlons and leaders understand that greatness
ISt inhertted < It must be camed by ench gen-
eratlon through hard work, Innovation and

ammmdlnmﬁmdumhnm
o me.

Our connections surpass trade and tell o
mmprllmg unry On the economic front, our

The trade routes that once carrled dhows
between our shares have transformed Into one
of the world' -mmmammmm Yot

wo mdu o significant Innnu
from the current count. This surge in
demand Is attributed w Indin's civil

CSIR-NALS recent collaboration with an
industry partner s Intended to meet bath
domestic and International demand with
Increase In the production of Hansa-3(NG) alr-
crafts, The production facllity, set to be estab-
lshed in Karnataka's capital, Bengaluru, will
start manufacturing 36 alreraft annually, scal-

Ing up to 72 units to address growing
h needs. As India’s frst all-composite

alrframe atreraft, the Harsa- J(NG)h

agame-changer, enal r‘ﬂyly

1o tradn the next generation of pilots

while also promoting a culture of

vt in gy e hdtoer  Jtendra  MORBE ve, Hanse-3NG)
n passenger traffic an ond tralning, Hansa-3(NG)
i N e SR

inking nitatives In ———— 50 aerdal photogra-
aviation minister K Rammohan L environmental monitoetng, and

Nundu, Inia at present hosts 38 Flighe 'nmmm
Organisations (FTOs). With a soaring demand
lu-hlhld Plloss, It Is vital o develop a

the spirit af
mmnm lives an in our partnership.

P o

The G B,

Mmmm |Lm)huunu-d wr trade nml uchnoin'm and trends. Whether in shifting

tlors, wi 5 bilkon economie challen-

in xm-u and soan to hita midestane $100 bel- nn. the UAE and India have always lnmcd
her. Today, we. le down on

lian.
"The UAE has pledged a $75 billion lnvest-

flying training ecosystem

L with a commensurate Incresse lnlhl
number of trainer alrcrafts. Currently, the
small civil alreraft market in India s lurgely
controlied by foretgn companies, with domes-

the -lula z slgnificant foothold,
‘th:' fully ul t, India needs indige-
nous civil unr-n development. This would

ment in India's

the nlllm ] fxpmhe nnd capabill-
for 4

maore, Il- deployment will stimulase the small
the coun-

, thereby boosting local Infrastructure and
zmm snall- to medium-scale enter prises to
contribute to the aviation supply chaln.

The Hansa-3(NG) alreraft symbolises Indla's
progress toward realising PM Modi's vision of
Atmanksbhar Bharat, with the aviation sector
playing a pivotal roke In the natlon's self-reli-
ance movement. As the Hansa-3(NG) estab-
lishes ftself as a cost-effective and versatile
tralner alrcraft, it also signals Indla's readiness
o compete globally in serospace manufactur-

bety

stagge — from initial W’h

s mc latest technology that will ensure uuv
dapt and benedt from the W
wmle the thnvln; Indun expat mmmumly in In; pobnl landscape, tes,
natlon i Mumbal
mbuxlnn to the UAE's economy — from the wmbunyu parts and alrparts of Dubal, mllruu
we continue to write new chaptens In our grow-

THE PARTNERSHIP REMAINS
JI\(.r\losll OF P

AN
TRENDS. WHETHER IN
SIIII IIM-(:I ()P()I ITICAL

Nl l/\l \ E / l AYS
FORGED AHEAD TOGETHER

Ing friendship and partnership.

India brings the scale; UAE delivers the
speed. This farmula Is unigue and Just unstop-
pabke. Our fathers bulle the foundation, and it s
now our duty to transfonm i€ o a bridge
o the future — a future where the UAE and
India continue to grow, Innovate and prosper
together.

Shetkh Hamdan bin Moharamed b the Crown
Prince of Dubal, Deputy Prime Mindster and
imvinister of defence of the AL The views
expressed are personal

final pmdumw ~ such efforts would signifi-
cantly strengthen our aviation industry.
The Improved Hansa-3 alreradt, with com-
merclal name Hansa-3 (New Generatlon),
ed and ped by the
Councll of and Industrial Research-
Nutional Aerospace Laboratorkes (CSIR-NAL),
boasts severnl advancements that cater to the
needs of the flylng community. Femturing a cut-
ting-edge glass cockpit, a fuek-efficlent Rotax
912 8¢ Sport englne, and enhanced perform-
ance metrics ke o range of 620 nautical miles
and seven hours of endurance, the alreraft
redefines modern tralner alreeaft standards,

Ing, The CSIR-NAL and
Industry partner Is not just about meeting
present needs, it ls also about shaping o future
where India e as o beader In aviation,
Innovation and tec!

India’s aviation Industry today stands at the

cusp of unparnlicled. L With strong ints-
atives, Innavative tech les ke the Han-
#0-3(NG), and the collective of stakehold-

ers, the country Is polsed 1o elevate itself as a
global aviacion hub, fulfilling lts asplrations for
arobust and self-rellant seraspace ecosystem,

Jitendra Stngh (2 mintster of State (tndependent
charge) for sclence and technology, The views
expressed are personal
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The MUDRA revolution

10 years of creditable progress in aiding micro units

—
Madan Sabnavis

here has been a revolution
T taking place in the formal
lending space for micro
enterprises since 2015, While Jan
Dhan s an established term in
banking which has obvious
benefits when it comes to direct
benefit transfers, the lending side
has also been part of the focus of
the government to ensure that
credit percolates down the chain,
The tool used to move closer to
the goal has been the Pradhan
Mantri MUDRA Yojana (PMMY).
Started in 2015, the scheme will
be celebrating a decade of
uplifting the quality of life
through promotion of
entrepreneurship among the
disadvantaged classes through
bank credit. The MUDRA scheme
was launched with the idea of
spreading financial inclusion
among entrepreneurs in the
non-farm sector (but include
allied agricultural activities).
The scheme was launched with
three varlants based on credit
ake: Shishu, for loans of up to
£50,000; Kishore, for loans above
50,000 and up to €5 lakh; and
Tarun, for loans above €5 lakh and
upto €10 lakh. Another variant,
‘Tarun-plus, for loans above 10
lakh and up to €20 lakh, was
m(mduccg In last year's Budget.
Besides scheduled 1

PROMOTING. Self-empioyment

emy ring them.

50, more than 20 per cent of
loans — that is, 10.7 crore — have
been sanctioned to new
entreprencurs. In terms of overall
amount of money sanctioned, the
numbers are impressive. Over the
last 10 years, total cumulative
sanctions were €33.14 lakh crore,
of which, 32,41 lakh crore was

sbursed. Women accounted for
44 per cent of sanctioned amount

first-time entreprencurs 31
per cent of total sanctioned
amount.

Credit side financial incl

Can Starlink be a game changer ¢

TOUGH MARKET. Despite an easy retail entry into India, Starlink would still be hard-pressed to match domestic tariffs

GAJENDRA UPADHYAY

tarlink Satellite

Communications recently

partnered with India's two

largest Telecom Service

Providers (TSPs) — Reliance
Jioand Bharti Airtel — which together
control nearly 80 per cent of the mobile
broadband subscriber base.

The move caught everyone by
surprise, especially since just weeks
carlier, both TSPy had strongly opposed
Starlink’s entry into the Indian market
without a spectrum auction,

While the Telecommunications Act of
2023 had permitted an administrative
allocation of satellite spectrum, its
pricing was yet to be decided by TRAI
which issued a consultation paper:
“Terms and Conditions for the
A S| for Certain

meant reaching out to the more
disadvantaged groups which
would not normally have access to
formal finance. Among these
groups, there would be a tendency
to rely on unofficial channels like
moneylenders for finance. By
weaving this segment into the
formal financlal channels, a major

banks, NBFCs and MF1s also lend
under MUDRA scheme, thereby
significantly increasing the
coverage specially for smaller
ticket size loans.

UNIQUE ETHOS

The ethos of this scheme was
unique where lenders would
extend loans without collateral to
micro enterprise. This would

| has been

Lenders have been pushing the
MUDRA scheme. The three main
target beneficiaries were women,
first-time entrepreneurs and
socially weaker sections. This
should continue as the country
strives to empower these classes.

The government as well as
banks need to spread awareness
about this scheme $0 as to ensure
that people migrate from

cover dors, kiosk
shops, salons, rudimentary
processed foods, poultry, ete. It
would exclude farm loans or
anything to large enterprise,
Given the proclivity of
individuals, especially in the
hinterland to take up such
enterprises for alivelihood, the
scheme aimed to cover larj
number of people. The .(nﬁcwal to
P )

fficial channels to formal
credit provided by banks, NBFCs
and MF1s. The |

Satellite-Based Commercial
Communication Services.'

Both Jio and Airtel favoured spectrum
auctions, insisting that satellite
operators like Starlink should pay the
costs pald by terrestrial providers, fora
“level playing field.”

CAN FILLA GAP

‘This was reinforced publicly in October
2024, at the India Mobile Congress
(IMC), by Bharti Airtel’s founder and
Chairman Sunil Mittal himself who
urged for auctions and equal licensing
fees. Satcom services could fill a gapin
uncovered hilly terrains, remote areas,
protected forest zones, rural
communities, and stretches of coastline
that ined “dark” or n

In 1998, when mobile networks were
still in their carly days, several satellite
service providers launched Low Earth
Orbit (LEO) satellites globally. Iridium
(backed by Motorola) and GlobalStar
were the most prominent, But with high
device costs and tariffs, their services
could not compete with the rapidly
expanding GSM mobile networks
offering cheaper tariffs and low-cost
devices.

Starlink, launched in 2019, has better

rospects. Its biggest advantage belny
rtulgwhl wnlcul?nlugmmn !:’Iglch Spngtx
(its parent). From satellite and rocket
manufacturing to launch sites and

ound infrastructure and from service

livery to end-user terminals — it runs
aclosed

But as the lines between satellite and
terrestrial services are blurring it
necessitates a differential pricing
strategy for spectrum that serves mobile

need to be made sensitive to their
credit scores to make facilitation
of these loans easler.

driven cnlmprcmﬁniulp

The progress in these 10 years
has been quite remarkable, which
sets atemplate which other
countries, especially in the
developing world, can follow.
More than 52 crore loans have
been sanctioned since the launch
of the scheme. More importantly,
the share of women in this
scheme is around two-thirds,
which is a big step towards not
Just providing support but also

directly.
Despite these strong representations

Almost 5 million subscribers use its
services, Fifty per cent of them in the
North American region covered by
6000+ satellites across the world,

But Starlink will face formidable odds
in the Indian market. The mobile

of the industry, both the
allocation and the distribution

This Is because both lack of agreements are being seen as awin for
knowledge of the scheme for the Elon Musk.
borrower and lack of knowledge In the blink of an eye, one of the
of credit history for the lender world's largest telecom markets was
have led to information open for Starlink. Tens of thousands of

y y inthe system. This is distributors and online store fronts
being addressed by lenders with (built nmul:::rlymcrdcmduby
the use of technology and the both TSPs), would serve as sales,
results have be uging, service and fulfil centres,
But for sure, there is along way to Without an upfront real estate
o as prospective beneficlaries i it would with its
need to be tapped and current competitors from day one — and
beneficlaries need to get into the cannibalise some of their highly
next orbit of self-sustained rofitable customers,

hinincome on the back of But will it really be a cakewalk for

facilitative credit. Starlink?

The writer Is Chief Economist, Bank of Baroda.
Views are persona

thehindubusinessline.
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Bond yields rise on panic selling

Bond yields are inching tawards the psychological barrier of 7 per cent amid
panic seling in the domestic debt market. The yield o the ten-year
benchmark Government paper, the 7.38 per cent 2015, on Thursday touched a
high of 6.99 per cent triggered by nervous traders, many of whom had

breached their ‘stop-loss levels

SEBI puts gold funds plan on hold for now

Alhough the Finance Minister proposed the intreduction of Gold Exchange
Traded Funds in February, investoes would have Lo wait a while before they are
allowed to invest in these, as the Securities and Excharge Board of india

d ks (4G and 5G) have a
robust cerverofm According to TRAI's
Performance Indicators report for
September 2024, the wireless internet
and broadband market is dominated by
Reliance Jio, which controls 49.98 per
cent of the market with 463.78 million
subscribers followed by Bharti Airtel

Starlink will face
formidable odds in the
Indian market. The
mobile broadband networks
(4G and 5G) have a robust
coverage

(31.46 per cent market share) with
291.88 million.

PRICE SENSITIVE

Rural coverage too Is growing rapidly.
Out of 478.78 million users, Jio has
206.06 million subscribers in rural areas.
And of its total of 392,80 million users,
Alrtel has 186.79 million rural
subscribers. The biggest hurdle will be
the price sensitive market. Subscribers
consume 25 GB of d 1

like JioAirFiber and Airtel Xstream are
growing rapidly. Using 5G networks to
provide fibre-like speeds without
physical cables is cost-effective and
profitable. According to Nokia's latest
MBIT report, the average 5G data traffic
per user is at 40 GB/month — 25 per
cent of this comes from 5G FWA. These
users consume 12x more data vs, mobile
data users,

There is an expectation that Starlink

Id launch its direct-to-cell services

€10/GB.

The nearest reference for Starlink’s

rices could be Bhutan, where it

launched recently, It offers two types of
residential tariffs approved by the
Bhutan Information, Communications
& Media Authority (BICMA) at fixed
land-based locations, 100 Mbps
downloads cost 3,000 BTN/month (this
Is approximately the same in rupee
terms — €3,000/month). A higher speed
plan costs 4,200 BTN /month. Both offer
unlimited data. These translate to
(approximate) $35/month — whereas
Indian mobile broadband tariffs hover
around $5 / month. Cost of end-user
terminals at fixed locations would also
be an issue. The flat dish that connects
to its satellites require a one-time
investment. In Bhutan it is priced at
17,000 BTN for a mini Starlink kit and
33,000 BTN for a Standard Kit (much
higher for premium services).

Fixed location internet in arcas with
poor connectivity is probably the most
Imminent market for Starlink, Of the
43.64 million wired internet subscribers,
Jio holds a 32.46 per cent market share
with 14.16 million subscribers, followed
by Airtel with 8.48 million subscribers.
Fixed wireless access or FWA services,

Trump tariffs: EU trade chiefs close ranks

Kamil Kowalcze “We are not In the busi- ~ Michal Baranowskl, Po-  der Leyen told reporters
Jorge Valero ness of going tit-for-tat.” land's Undersecretary for  that the EU will set up an
Trump's move to a  Economic  Devel import  surveillance task
Union 20 per cent tarlff on EU  and  Technology, who  force to monitor the fallout

E t ministers fwd' part of his “Amer- dnlnddnmmn&m’ from tariffs.
closed ranks and sig-  ica First” agenda has stirred Germany's She said its aim would be
nalled readiness todeploya  fearsofaglobaltradewar —  Minister Robert Habeck, to  “protect  ourselves
full spectrum of counter-  and led to a financlal-mar-  who also serves as vice nst indirect  effects

Juding poten- ket meltd chancellor, earlier emphas- rough trade diversion.”
tial taxes on digital com- While the EU has ex- ised the need to “take a She ted the bloc's
panies in response to US willingness to en-  closer look” at the EU's  standard line that it's eager
President Donald Trump's in talks, officials said  anti-coercion to pursue but
sweeping tariffs. the bloc won't hesitate to  the bloc’s most powerfulre-  ready to retaliate if neces-
“While the EU remains  respond if attempes at re-  taliatory tool. sary.

rs negoti-  conciliation were to falter. That mechanism could And she said the EU will

and
m“ Il not wait end-

Member states “want to

pave the way for levies tar-

be looking to bolster its

(that competes with 4G/5G mobiles).
But it would have to collaborate with
Indian TSPy, This service is under beta
testing inthe US, Australia and other
markets with TSP partners like
T-Mobile, Telstra and Opeus,

Commercially, Starlink would still be
hard-pressed to match Indian tariffs,
despite an easy retail entry,

Its path to launch direct-to-mobile
services would be trickier than Starlink
may anticipate, For one, it would have to
set up ground-stations, which isa
mandatory requirement for terrestrial
networks. Spectrum for uploading
signals directly to satellites that act like
terrestrial base stations, would have to
be priced higher. A separate numbering
plan may be required. Interconnect
terms will have to be agreed upon with
TSPs and law enforcement agencles.

Inalllikelihood, its initial target will
be higher revenue, enterprise users —
like maritime, railways, logistics
les with large fleets on higl
rse coverage, Eventually,
the market will be the final
arbiter.

P
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The writer s atelecom, T snd media industry
professcaal specialking in repulation and palicy

On businessline.in

What's Trump's game plan
and why?  There is some risk of an
interest rate shock for the
US on the back of tariff
kindled high inflation and
fall In demand for US
Treasurles, says

Mridul Saggar in the first
of a two-part series

Retpsy tiryur comiedumin 6

Indian climate start-ups stare
at funding crunch

In the midst of global
economic uncertainties,

appears to be in no moad to introduce the peoduct inahurry, SEBI & lessly,” give the US time to think digital glants, many  trade relations with other E E Indian startups must look
understood to have kept the introduction of gold units in abeyance for now. I:(‘.;’md:(hmminkmn about the whole situation mlch are 5.,,4 inthe  global partners. R Staltemative funding
Maros Sefcovic sald after  as the US market lost 85  US. “We will be focused like a d  options
Areva to acquire 66 pc in Alstom’s Indian unit talks with his member state  trillion within a few Speaking earlier in Brus-  laser beam on the 83 per 0] says Bharti Krishnan
conis 46436 e ot sakn Ao 1 Ao Hokig SA% chn Uk St gl o LS L s s e LA e :
Arevawillaio make an offer worth 59,8 crore ta the shareholders of Alstom oty R Moeeg i s R ) o A T R R S TPt
Ltd to buy an additional 20 per cent at 7753 a share.
® BL TWO-WAY CROSSWORD 2669
1 2 4 s EASY NOTSO EASY
ACROSS DOWN ACROSS DOWN
1. Applied seasoning (8) 1. Gets theough, by (6) 1. Made hot by being shot with lead shot? (8) 1. I8 successful in test and hands & over (6)
7. Piffle; fth in ship's 2. Professional man's business (8) 7. Such piffle upsets Belgian after an absence (5) 2. Try-out for the real thing, the professional mar's business (B)
bottom (5) 3. Wickedness (4) B Along the coast, something like Brighton and Hove 3. Around six the French get up, being wicked (4)
8 Nong the shore (7) 4, Turns outward (6) Alblon (7) & 1t turns out always It's one fewer (6)
9. Declaims verse (7) 5. Ink-drop (4) 9. Speaks verse and quotes it far the second time (7) 5. ik mark at start of book with a good deal else (4)
. 1 3 10, Takes nourishment (4) 6 An indwidual (6) 10, Has a meal - tearbreak first, then begins supper (4) 6. Abeing for each child that's male (6)
12, Wise King (7) 7. Leaves windless, motionless (7) 12, No partner with a Scotsman, the wise fellow (7) 7. Leaves one motionless at sea as ane clambers right out (7)
14 To sham, fake (7) 11, Bombarded (7) 14, Peter, upset and topless, would fake it (7) 11, Under attack, like peas ready for cooking (7)
17. Land measure (4) 13. Peaple protesting (8) 17. Reversed into peoper car-park and made some ground 13, Her in the scram someh N trators (8)
4 1 1 18, With kttle depth (7) 14. Skting for portrait (6) (4) 14, Timer wil sound so upset inside If sitting (6)
- 21.To empty, 15. Waste time, tarry (6) 18, A pig wil go around the vestibule in a superhcial way (7) 15, Waste time and waddle around (6)
exhaust (7) 16. Decapitate (6) 21, Parking sign in a way to cross it out and exhaust one (7) 16, Act as principal and take one's top off (6)
7 0 22. Called (5) 19. Charity handout (4) 22. Nominated, having something to call ane by (5) 19, Charitable handout for a prewar railway line (4)
23.Dead (8) 20, Fencer's sword (4) 23 Indeed, The Case s Altered - no longer with us (8) 20, Weapon keepers keep back in (4)
i
SOLUTION: BL TWO-WAY CROSSWORD 2668
ACROSS 7. Undergraduate B. Overcharged 12, Mard up 14, Staple 16 Dances 18 Street 19 Materisfise 23 Party poltics
DOWN 1. 0 to 2 Here 3. Eggeup 4. Marass 5. Rung 6 Stud 9. Verands 10, Express 11, Dent 12. Hods 13, Use 15 Tot 17. Script 18, Stalls 19. Maan 20, Tote 21, lota 22. Eaxch




