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The use and misuse of forensic audits

Forensic audits serve a critical function in moder corporate governance, offering a structured mechanism to uncover financial irregularities and Colu mn
support legal proceedings with credible, admissible evidence

orensic audits, though crucial in uncov-

ering financial wrongdoing, can also be

misused by management for political,

retaliatory, or self-serving purposes. At its

core, a forensic audit is a specialised exam-
ination of financial records, combining accounting
expertise with Investigative techniques. Its goal is
to uncover evidence that can be presented in legal
proceedings — be it fraud, embezzlement, money
laundering, or other financial crimes. These audits
aim to produce legally admissible evidence to sup-
port civil or criminal cases.

Despite the utility of forensic audits in detecting
fraud or financial misstatements and providing evi-
dence in legal disputes, forensic audits can also be
strategically misused against an individual manag-
er. They might be manipulated to shift blame for
hrg:r organisational issues onto someone, often to
deflect attention from systemic failures. In some
cases, they are weaponised as retaliation against
whistle-blowers or dissenters.

Managy may use audits to d dis-
credit employees or executives they wish to remove.
Sometimes, they are launched as “fishing expedi-
tions"— lacking specific allegations but hoj to
uncover snmmlr‘:g ln(nmfsn:nng or pumwshmm
auditee through just the process.

There are several malafide motives behind such
misuse. One is deflection — shifting attention away
from the g s misconduct by scapegy
ing a subordinate. Another is the pursuit of
vendetta, where a forensic audit becomes a tool to
settle personal or professional grudges. In organi-
sations plagued by internal power struggles, audits
are dtoel rivals in
leadership roles. Faced with public scandals or
Investor scrutiny, companies may resort to scape-
goating through audits to appear proactive while

fix L individoals & Sarly dis-

turbing tactic Is the m.psleislon of whistle-
blowers, wherein the audit becomes a tool
to Isolate or silence someone who dared to
question malpractice.

A compelling example Is the Ranbaxy
case. Anpfne;smuhlﬁt employee th
revealed corporate wrongdolng was sub-
Jected to a forensic audit and forced to
resign. Years later, vindication came when
Ranbaxy was penalised with a $500 mil-
lion criminal fine for selling adulterated
drugs and making false claims. The whis-
tle-blower received $48.6 million from the
federal share. Ultimately, Ranbaxy col-

lapsed under the weight of its unethical
practices.
In another case | a multination-

al subsidiary in India, the company’s management
launched a forensic audit as it was certain that the
upright Indian leadership would not endorse mal-
practice or miscreants that had or may have — come
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to its notice. The leader and his entire team,

however, were exonerated entirely,

ing from the audit with a formal ceﬂ:g-
cate of exemplary conduct. While most
the leader to stay,
one warned him that pursuing legal
action would be futile since the compa-

y ny could “buy the judges” Choosing
Integrity over co;:l‘ronnlmn‘, the

ploy e

board members urged

left with 1l

the audit to higher authorities within the compa-
ny. Management even rewarded those who support-
ed this misleading version of events, thereby cre-
ating a culture of fear and false consensus.

Such incidents provoke crucial questions: What
should do when a forensic audit clears

IN ORGANISATIONS PLAGUED BY
INTERNAL POWER STRUGGLES,

in hand.

What followed was remarkable: six-
teen top-performing managers resigned
soon after (all on the same day in sol-
idarity), triggering & mass exodus. In
response, the management falsely
claimed that all of them, including the
leader, had been found guilty, despite document-
ed evidence of their exoneration. This fabricated
narrative was see crafted to mislead remain-
ing employees — lest they leave too — and justify

AUDITS ARE SOMETIMES
COMMISSIONED TO ELIMINATE
RIVALS IN LEADERSHIP ROLES.

FACED WITH PUBLIC SCANDALS OR
INVESTOR SCRUTINY, COMPANIES
MAY RESORT TO SCAPEGOATING

THROUGH AUDITS

an emp]oyee‘;nd affirms their leadership? Is a cer-
tificate of honour enough to undo the emotional
and reputational damage inflicted?

When an employee chooses to leave after being
exonerated, is maligning them not a short-sighted
strategy with long-term adverse consequences —
both for the company’s image and for those who
engage in it?

And what of those who initiated the audit and
now manipulate IK:huc opinion within the organ-
isation to shield themselves from internal account-
ability? These are not rhetorical questions. They
require serious introspection by regulators, HR
heads, audit firms, courts, and the media. Every cor-
porate manager with integrity should reflect on

FIRST

these situations and choose their assoclations
wisely.

For upright employees targeted by a malicious
fnunsncl;uxu. thc.-mga% Iorwmzde:‘lemlmds resilience
and strategy. First, it is essential to cooperate fully
and transparently with the audit team. Any attempt
1o withhold information may raise doubts. Keeping
thorough documentation — emails, reports, trans-
action records — can prove invaluable. Seeking legal
counsel at the earliest stage s critical; an attorney
can protect one's rights and challenge the audit’s
legitimacy if needed. Being proactive by providing
evidence of compliance can further strengthen ones
position. If retaliation is suspected, whistle-bl
er protections should be explored under applica-
ble laws.

Legal recourse for the auditee

Legal recourse is available for auditees subject-
ed to malicious audits. If the audit results in defama-
tion, h or wrongful one can

oach the courts — of course, after finding a way.

¢ judictary is corrupt, how can attempts to influ-
ence judges be thwarted? Before, during, and after
an audit, the auditee has rights that must be upheld.
These include the right to know the audit’s scope
and purpose, the right to legal representation, and
the right to understand the audit procedures. During
the process, the auditee must be treated fairly and
allowed to present their side. Confidentiality must
be d until the audit conclud.

At the closure of an audit, the auditee has the right
to access the findings and respond before they are
finalised. If the conclusions are unfalr, there
should be a mechanism for appeal — internally or
legally. In cases where the audit clears the individ-
ual, their reputation must be restored formally and
unequivocally.

It is common for exonerated individuals to leave
their organisation. Reasons range from loss of trust
and the emotional fatigue which ensues, even after
aclear 5 Often, the org; lonal cul-
ture shifts in such a way that it no longer feels sup-
portive. Ironically, well-led organisations that
allow such audits to be misused often suffer last-
ing damage — losing both credibility and talent.

When misused, forensic audits leave behind scars

Sosial

- F and legal. For
the auditee, seeking fairness often becomes a lone-
ly battle.

The answers lie not just in individual resilience
but in systemic reforms. Strengthening whistle-
blower protections, redefining audit ethics, and
holding abusers of the process accountable is imper-
ative. This is not just a legal necessity — it is a moral
crusade. One that we hope gains momentum.
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recognised thought leader in compliance.
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A tale of selective outrage, historical
amnesia, and political polarisation

n  Nagpur's Khuldabad
I d), political temp shot up

on 17 March 2025, ahead of Shivaji Jayanti
celebrations, over a vehement demand by
activists of Vishwa Hindu Parishad (VHP) and
Bajrang Dal for demolition of the tomb of the
17th-century, sixth Mughal emperor Aurangzeb,
who died on 3 March 1703, at the age of 88 years,
at his army camp in Ahmednagar and was buried
in Khuldabad.

However, the question arises: whatever might
have been the activities or acts of violence of
Aurangzeb, can the protesters wipe out the same
from lﬁe pages of history? Moreover, during the
past three centuries, the mortal remains of
Aurangzeb must have mingled in the soil of
Khuldabad. Can the protesters separate his mor-
tal remains from Indian soil? Not? then what's
the fuss? It's widely believed to be a political
agenda for spreading polarisation and diverting
people’s attention from the non-performance on
real Issues.

In addition to the above, on one side,
Maharashtra CM Devendra Fadnavis is con-
demning the acts of Aurangzeb, while at the
same time, he is speaking in the threatening lan-
guage that had been the norm of the Aurangzeb
era: “Such g:ople will be given the stricter pun-
ishment.... they will be dug out from their graves™
Does this statement qualify the test of logic,
decency and political prudence?

Aurangzeb was the epitome of dictatorial
Instinct, cruelty, hate and communal feelings —
but that was the era of semi-civilised nature. In
today's civilised soclety, if Aurangzeb is not rel-
evant, his language, style, hate and polarisation
should also not be copied. Aurangzeb was a per-
son, but Aurangzebism Is an undesired char-
acter, philosophy or ideologly,

Genuinely, it is a matter of introspection that
those who express thelr anguish against the dead
are willingly following his path of hatred, vio-
lence and vendetta — which makes no
sense.Violence broke out on the evening of 17
March 2025 after the 200-o0dd activists of the
Vishwa Hindu Parishad and Bajrang Dal tres-
passed the graveyard and staged a protest
d ding the removal of gzeb's tomb at
Khuldabad. As such, trespassing on the burial
{gund is a penal offence under Section 301 of
the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita.

It is true that Aurangzeb was an eccentric,
tyrannical and arrogant ruler. He had no sense
of human rthu or public interests. He was a law
unto himself. In such a situation, gullible peo-
ple had no option but to bow down their heads
for fear of death or persecution. Unfortunately,
modern society has not fully got rid of such
rulers. They do exist today — in some other
form, avatar or title, if not as kings or rajas.

Aurangzeb’s persecution was not limited to

(erstwhile

non-Muslims, Marathas, Sikhs or sons of Guru
Gobind Singh. He and his predecessors also per-
secuted Shia Muslims. Emperor Jahangir had
ordered the killing of the great Shia Muslim
scholar, Qazi Nurullah Shastri, also known as
Shaheed-e-Salis, by extracting his tongue from
behind his neck. The Shaheed’ !

inhabitants. A huge amount of booty was
seized” In 1803, the Saudi ruler Abd al-Aziz iba
Saud obtained a visit permit from the Shareef
of Mecca on the pretext of performing Haj;
whereupon his Wahhabi terrorists laid waste to
Islam’s holiest shrine Ka'aba — like the accursed
Yazid ibn M had d d it earlier in

exists at Dayal Bagh, Agra.

As a reaction to Hindu activists” action plan
in Nagpur, the Minority Democratic Party
leader Fahim Shamim Khan led large-scale
protests to oppose the action of VHP and
Bajrang Dal activists, which further aggravated
the peaceful atmosphere in Maharashtra It may
be remembered that on 6 December 1992, when
the five-centuries-old Babri Masjid was demol-
ished by activists of Vishwa Hindu Parishad,
intellectuals across the globe, irrespective of
caste, creed and religion, condemned the demo-
lition — as did the Supreme Court.

No sane person justified the demolition of
Babri Masjid. But strangely, none of the intel-

lectuals or the likes of

Fahim Shamim Khan

stood up when the thugs
of the newly formed
Wahhabi/Takfiri sect of
seudo-Muslims, in

925, demolished the

mausoleum of Prophet
Mohammad’s daughter
Hazrat Fatima Zehra,
Prophet’s grandsons,
and many more mem-
bers of the Prophets
family — who are
Interred in the ancestral
graveyard of Jannat-ul-
Bagl, situated at Medina, Saudi Arabia, on the
instructions of Saudi rulers — the hidden
Zionists.Even the ancestral house — the birth-
place of Prophet Mok d — was demolished

HASAN
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682 AD.

According to TE Ravenshaw, author of A
M dum on the Sect of Wahhabees, “They
robbed the splendid tombs of the Mahomedan
saints, who were interred there; and their fanat-
ical zeal did not even spare the Prophet’s
Mosque (Masfid-e-Nabavi) in Medina, which
they robbed of the immense treasures and cost-
ly furniture to which each Mahomedan Prince
of Europe, Asia and Africa had contributed
his share”

Again, in 2014, a leading Saudi academic had
g{mﬂ:sed to dmmx the tomb of the Prophet

lohammad in Medina, Islam’s second holiest
site, and remove the mortal remains of the Holy
Prophet to be re-interred secretly in the near-
by graveyard. However, the nefarious plan to
destroy the mausoleum under the custody of
Saudi monarch King Abdullah was exposed by
another academic and, hence, couldnt be exe-
cuted.Strangely, there has been no hue and cry,
no protest from the benumbed Muslim commu-
nity against these blasphemous acts of Saudi
rulers, nor is there a demand for restoration of
these revered mausoleums.

Muslims are too ignorant to know that their
real enemies are fake Muslims, known as
Wahhabis/Takfiris — created by Saudi Arabla.
They can be identified below with their attire:
chote bhai ka pyjama, bade bhai ka kurta.

To conclude, the recent uproar in Khuldabad
over Aurangzeb’s tomb is less about history and
more about political posturing. While

bs reign was undeniably tyrannical,

B

by Saudi Wahhabis. Muslims are raising their
voices against the defiling of tyrant Aurangzeb's
grave. But the entire Muslim community across
the globe is silent on the desecration and
demolition of Jannat-ul-Bagl.

The Zionist rulers of Saudi Arabia have also
destroyed the most revered sites of Islamic his-
tory in Mecca and the rest of the parts of Saudi
Arabia. The history of Wahhabism has been writ-
ten with the blood of innocent people. Earlier,
in 1802, the Saudi ruler Abd al-Aziz ibn Saud
had attacked Karbala in Iraq, desecrating the
holy shrine of Hazrat Imam Husain, the grand-
son of Prophet Mohammad.

The historian Lieutenant Francis Warden
wrote, “They pnhped the whole of it and plun-
dered the tomb of Hazrat Imam Husain, slay-
ing in the course of the day, with circumstances
of peculiar cruelty, killing over 5,000 of the

ipting to erase him from history is futile and

WAVES: India leads the
creative content revolution

reativity has no boundaries. From time
Cnmmemnrhl, the creators have been shnﬂt:g
this world. The great creative ideas, whic]
shaped us as “modern human beings”, across all
civilisations, in our long evolutionary journey from
the Dark Ages, pushed a creative vision of earlier
generations to improve their future, Le. “Our Present
Life" As we, Baby Boomers to Gen Z, enjoy the ben-
efits of progress in the 21st century, it is the cre-
ativity of our ancestors that made human life bet-
ter for us in modern times. Thus, identifying the
creators, giving them mentorship, sharing state-of-
the-art know-how and best E’I:bal practices, and
providing access to the market for their creative
work becomes crucial for policymakers
in all generations.

In the modern internet era, by unleashing the cre-
ative potential of the world, India is pre-
cisely riding on WAVES of creativity. New
Delhi aims to unite the world political-
ly as a “Creative Soft Power”, promoting
global harmony among a comity of
nations. At the same time, at the work-
ing level of the media & entertainment
industry, our policymakers are
“Connecting the Creators™ through
WAVES 2025 by “Connecting
Countries”. Be it the Indian brand of
Yoga & Ayurveda from anclent times or
the “entertaining” music of Bollywood
in the last 100 years since talkies came
into being, our creators have been
shaping the world by democratising knowledge for
creators of all generations. Thus WAVES, the World
Audio Visual and Entertainment Summit, happen-
ing in Mumbai from 1st to 4th May, is a great oppor-
tunity for creators from across the globe to show-
case their talent & truly be a part of the creative jour-
ney, earning name & fame for their creativity. Be
it films, music, games, comics or some tech inno-
vation in making education & healthcare more
affordable, WAVES offers the creators a

distracts from more pressing g e issues.
The language and threats used by leaders today
dangerously mirror the very oppression they
claim to oppose. Violence and graveyard tres-
passing are not just legally punishable — but also
morally misguided.

True progress lies in rejecting all forms of
extremism — be it from the past or
present.Instead of channelling energy into sym-
bolic demolition or revenge politics, soclety must
introspect and unite against real threats — intol-
erance, ignorance, and hate. Only then can we
truly move forward from the dark shadows of
Aurangzebismand build a future grounded in
Justice, unity and human dignity.

(The writes is am Istamic scholar and o lswyer.
Views am personsl)

W Op) “ to remain ahead by
developing tools that have the potential to shape the
media and entertainment industry.

Efforts of the Ministry of Information &
Broadcasting in identifying a creative talent pool
are bringing results. More than “750 Shortlisted
Creators” from across the world, filtered through
32 ‘Create in India, Create for the World' challenges,
will now showcase their work in Mumbai’s Jio
Convention Centre. They are not only creators but
Inventors in the true sense. Some of the creators
identified by the Government of India ll\mughma
holistic approach of jury-based selection by indus-
try experts & market professionals have already
come up with great work that has scalable poten-
tial to change our lives by innovative means. Next
time when you go to Cellular ail in Port Blair as a
tourist, you will have a better experience interact-
ing with freedom fighter Veer Savarkar — simply

because a creative firm used its Xtended Reality (XR)
talent to make it possible. Under the aegis of the
WAVES challenge, creators want to use the platform
of WAVES to reach out to other historical sites in
India or abroad, displaying their XR & Virtual
Reality (VR) skills while narrating historical storles
& folklore. Another tech-driven creative work,
PosePerfect, is an effort to correct the yogic pos-
tures of fitness freaks by using XR as an Artificially
Intelligent solution to imperfect poses of Yoga prac-
titioners — a real-time problem. With the right sup-
port and mentorship, youth creativity can position
India as a global content hub, enhance governance,
and create jobs — realising Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modl’s vision of ‘Create in India, Create
for the World” through WAVES.

Coders from the remote corners of India are also
benefiting from CIC challenges under
WAVES. A young 16-year-old boy from

Kashmir has started giving shape to his
dreams of making his startup, thanks to
the acknowledgement of his coding
skills on the platform of WAVES. It is not
just one story of a youth from Kashmir,
it many youths across the woeld are try-
ing their fate by showcasing their skills
on the talent hunt forum, the
CreatoSphere of WAVES.

As the confluence of technology with
artistic creation Is at its peak, the media
& entertainment sector — through its

soft power — has immense potential to
lead the way, making India a top global content cre-
ation hub in the times to come. The WAVES is all
set to project before the world how creators sharp-
ened human understanding in all generations. Itis
therefore imperative to judge the creative talent in
all the formats of creativity — be it reel-making or
“Tell the Truth” hackathon. Top comic makers &
thelr creative comic animations are already mak-
ing creative WAVES in the media. In the world of
classical music, Dilli Gharanass talent hunt show on
Doordarshan Wah Ustad is also reviving the tra-
ditional formats of creativity. Further, if our mod-
ern Gen Z creators play plano or any other musi-
cal Instrument on their mobile app, the Electronic
Dance and Music & DJing Competition (EDM) is
also tapping the new era of talented creators. India
has already reached out to about 160 nations across
the world to join and see for themselves Plobnl cre-
ative talent identified by top creators of the world
during the Grand Finale of Season 1 of Create in
India Challenges next month.

The first WAVES Summit is a milestone event for
the media & entertainment sector. This historic
summit will bring together global leaders, media

rofessionals, artists, makers and industr:
rlnkeholders. poliy Y
(The writes is Additional Director General, Press Information
Buress, Ministry of Information and Broadcasting.
Views ase persanal)



The Teibune cosoican voxoa 7APRIL2025

should be an intemal matter
forthe Muslim community as
Jong as it does not viokite the
law of the land. But like the
British, the Govemment of
India also sought to regulate
the awgal through the 1054

AU KHAN MAHMUDABAD
MEAD, POL SC DEPRTMENT,
ASHOKA UNIVERSITY

HE awgaf (plural

of Wagl) repre

sent endow-

ments made by

individual Mus-
lims of private land for pub-
lic, religious and charitable
purposes. Wagfl in India has
a chequered history dating
back to the Sultanate period,
though its modern legal
framework is more closely
rooted in the colonial era
The British feared that any
kind of economic autonomy
could make Muslims dan
gerous, There are, generally,
two kinds of awgaf — one for

Act and sub central
and state acts and amend
ments, including the curent
and most pernicous one.
Section2 of the Wagf Amend.
ment Bill, 2025 has substituted
the word ‘Waqgl" from the 1005
Act with the phause ‘Unified
Waql Management, Empow-
ament, Eficiency and Devel
opment’. The acronym s
dmost UwMEED, which
means hope in Urdu, and
therein lies the sadistic rub,
Kiren Rijijgu, who tubled the
Bl daimed that it represents
“a new hope, a new dawn.”
But who is this UWMEED
for? For o community that has
been the target of viglantism
and moblynchings? R those
who hove remained silent
despite provocations, while

the upkeep of rel; and
chikdren (Waqf alal Aulad)
and the other in the names
of god (Wagf alal-Allah)
though both are, ultimately,
for public, religious and
charitable works.

Once a Waqf is declared, it
cannot be alienated in any
form. The British thought
that Waqf, particularly for
children, was a ‘o permpetuity
of the worst and the most per-
nidous kind' in order to cir-
cumvent property liws, while
forgetting the old adage that
charity begins st home.

However, the Mussalman
Waqf Validating Act of 1913
enshrined the Wagf low
recognising Waqf alal Aulad
The management of awgal

' RIP X
spew hatred? For those whose
homes are bulldozed without
e process and  whose
mosques are covered in fune
wal shrouds duning Hindu
religious festivals? For those
Journalists, students, liwyers,
doctors and others who dare
1o question the government?
R those shoplaepers and
small businessmen who have
to change their shop's loca
tion or its name if # i not
dearly written that it's a
Musim-owned' business?
Rr those who wore back
tands during prayers to
protest the amended Act and
were subsequently arrested
while Rs 24akh bonds were
demanded from them?

OPED
How new Waqf law undermines Muslim rights

BULLDOZED: The

The amended Act is noth.
ing Jess than a cruel legal axe

o, 8 bulidozer — to demol.
ish any remaining hope that
Muslims have in the counts,
laws and institutions of India

Pethaps, due to the BJP's
relatively weaker mandate,
The Waqf Amendment Bill
was put through a joint pard i
mentary committee. Howey.
er, most of the counterpoints
given by the opposition and
Muslim  individuals  and
organisations were ignored.
The marathon sessions in
both Houses of Purliament
were nothing more than illu
sions of due process.

Leading up to the tatling of
the Bill and in its aftermath,
people have boen debuting the
sublime 1o the absurd, Is this o
masterstroke of coalition poli
tos? Is the Bill a ruch-needed
corerton 10 massive corup
ton in the awgal? Does the
Wagf find precedent in the
Quran and arethose ahadith or
staternents of the Prophet that
suppart the creation of awgal

in

Does the BJP
envisage a lutre
where there will be
nohighly qualified
Muslims or Muslim
specialists invarious
fields, induding
politics?

U of due process.

relisbleorweak nanutions? Are
awoal relighous in Seir nuture?
Are the main wags — those
who endow the trusts — mostly
clite ashmf male Muslims
and, 50, is this o much-needed
comactive to restore balance to
wornen and OBC and SC Mus-

national eminence in the fiekds
of} |

of religion, could endow one.
™

ment, Snancial management,
enginvering or architecture or
midicine, two members of the
Lower House of Patiament
and one member of the Upper
House, mtired jucges of the
Supreme Court or high courts
and an advocate of national
eminence all be Muslim in
order to be members of the
Central Waqf Council and also
the board. In other words, it
was assumed that Muslims
would be well represented in
all of these spheres of life.

In the amended At the only
Muslims who are inchuded in
thecounal are representatives
of Muslim omgunisations,
chaimpersons of  boands
though CEOs can now be non
Mushims — a person to repre
sent high value awgaf with an
income of over Rs 5 kakh per
annum and three scholars of
Muslim personal law and the
ology. That is, the BIP has

Ems? Shoukd e post of  evendone away with represen.
I fthe  tation that full
trusts be abolished and does  under Articles 25 and 26 of the

endowing a Wagf for relatives
harity?

Constitution, which permit

and fumily
In any other dreumstances,
these would be

1o st up and
administer ther own rdigous

" of what consti
tutes a proctising Muslim has
not been resolved amongst
Muslims for over a millennia.
Almost 1200 years ago, for
eample, Imam Ahmad ibn
Hantal disagreed with Imam
Abu Hanifs sbout whether
lapsed prayers, for instance,
make a person non-Muslim or
not. Imam Abu Hanifa's
Jurisprudence is followed by
the majority of Muslims in
South Asia, who call them
selves Hanafi Sunnis. Now,
this question will be dedided
by the district collector with
inputs from police, local intel
ligence units, politicians and
perhaps nosy neghbouns

During the parliamentary
detates, Anurag Thakur bel
Towed: “We will not allow a see
ond partition in the name of
land jihad. India needs free
dom from the fear of the Waqgf'
board.” Online and in the
media, the BIP has been pro-
moting the Waqf Bill as saving
India from land grabbing
Muslims snd notas a move for
the uplift of the community.

The reality is that the pater-
nalistic and frankly humiliat-

questions, but they all detract
from and obscure fundamen.
tal issues. They assume that
the BJF's intent is to uplift
the lot of Muslims. As & num
ber of MPs pointed out, the
fact that the BJP does not
have even a single Musim
MP speaks volumes about its
intention, Sections 10 and 12
of the new Act which amend
Sections § and 14 of the 1995
Act illustrate the BJP's mala
ficdes and hypocrisy.

The unamended Act stipu
lated that four people of

Does the RIP envisage a
future where there will be no
highly qualified Muslims or
Muslim specialists in vasious
fekls, including politics? Or,
does it think that even they
cannot be trusted to adminis-
ter awqafl by the mere fact of
their being Muslim?

Of the more absurd amend.
ments is the requirement in
Section 4 subclause ix that
only those Muslims who have
been practising for over five
years can endow a Waql. Ear
ler, any person, irespective

ing d made by the
govemment point to the sim-
ple reality that Muslims must
not be allowed autonomy in
any aspect of their private or
public The amended Waqf
Act is yet another instance of
the shift from marginalsation
10 the exdusion of Muslims
that is taking place in the
political, legal, economic, cul
tural and social spheves.
Munhastr marme pe ho jis ki
wmiid/Na-umidi ws ki deldni
chahiye (He whose hope
depends on dying/His hope-
lessness must be seen)

Haryanas rising debt set to catch up with Punjab

SHER SINGH SANGWAN
EX-PROFESSOR OF SBI CHAIR,
CRAID, CHANDIGARM

HE Budgets of
2025-26 for
Haryana and Pun-
b were present
ed in March, with
outlays of Rs 205017 crore
and Rs 230,080 crore, respec
tively. Haryana shows an
increase of 13,7 per cent com:
pared to 838 per cent in the
previous year's revised esti
miate (RE) On the other hand,
Punjab shows an increase of
4.8 per cent compared to 15.06
per cent the previous year,
The Haryana Budget
speech created a buz with
the announcement of a new
Department of Future, a hub
for innovation and entrepre-
neurship and a Sankalp
Authority to control the drug
menace. Comparatively, the
Punjab Budget emphasises
emdicating the drug menace
on awar footing, support for
sports, health and education
However, no substantive
measures have been pro-
posed to improve fiscal
health or strengthen gover-

nance in both states

Thedepartmentwise budget
in Haryanais shewed in favour
of industries and commerce,
with incronses in allocation by
movethan twofold, Bllowed by
39 per cont incresse for town
nd country planning, 36 per
cent foragriculture allied activ.
itiess, 30 per cent for panchaysts
and rural devdapment and 28
per cent for social welfre.
Health, education and police
have got moderate increaes
from 7 10 12 per cent. The allo-
caionforthe public health and
publc works  departments
remains almost unchanged,
whileit has decrensed forener
Ky by about 25 per cent,

The Punjab Budget is not
explicit in department-wise
allocation but gives bifurca
tion for main items like salary,
pension and devolution for
local mural and urban bodies

The major concem in the
Haryana Budget s that repay-
ment of interest, salaries, pen-
sions, devolution to raral and
wban bodies, and power sub-
sidies together acoount for 65
r oot of Wl revenue
expenditure (RE) — or 76 per
cent of revenue recpts (RR)
Besides, as much as 15 per
cent of the RRs s used in
soctal security pensions. The
emaining  revenue nth
fure is managed by only 10 per
cent of RRs and a revenue
deficit (RD) of Rs 20,600 crore.

Further, the implementa.
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MANAGEMENT: The dett repayment of Punjab is about half of Haryana, s1oox

ton of the Lado Laxmi
Yojana of Rs 2,100 per month
for women s still looming
large on the state budget

In Punjb, the above five
ftems of expenditure account
for about 82 per cent of the
total RE or 99 per cent of the
RRs The remaining RE,
inchuding social security pen-
sions, I8 managed by 1 per
cent of the RRs and the RDof
Re 23,957 arore, The Rs 1,000
support to housewives is still
aheadache for Pungab,

The proected  capital
expend iture (CE) in Haryana
is Rs 20,812 crove, which will
come from borrowings net of
RD and wepayment of debt
instalments of Rs 35788
crore in 2025-26,

Simiary, in Pungab, the CE
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Ihe methodology
and norms applied
in the estimation of
GSDP in Haryana
needtobe probed.

of Rs 10302 croveduring 2025
26 Wil be from the borrowings
net of RD and debtrepayment
tothe extent of Rs 18,199 crore.

Sumprisingly, the debt
repayment of Punjab ks about
half of Haryana despite its
higher outstanding  debt
Even the interest payment by
Haryana is more than that of
Punjab, One of the reasons
may be that the kans availed
of by Punjab may be long
term ones compared to the
recent short-duration loans
by Haryana. This fisct has
been kept under the veneer
by Haryana's lower debt to
GSDP (Gross State Domes-
tic Product) ratio, as dis-
cussed next. It indicates the
need to probe debt manage
ment by Haryana,

The debts o Punjab and
Harywa are Rs 3826085 crare
d R 317257 arare, respec
tvely, i of March 31, 2025, Fum
March 201 5t0March 2026 Pun
Jabi's dett increased by about
34 tmes compured to the rise
by 4.5 times in Haryana This
means Punjeb has tied 0
check the delt, but its incorense
is still uncheded in Haryana,
However: it is camouflaged in
terms of the lower delt-GSDP
of Haryana st 26 per cent than
the 3.1 per cent allowed under
the FREM ( Fiscal Responsital-
ity and Budget Management)
Ad, whereas Punjab’s debt
GSDP ratio s sbout 45 per oot

Itisto be noted that this il
shon has been created dueto a
278 times increase in the
GSDP of Haryana ot cumrent
prices compared to just 22
tmes in Punjob during the
above period. Those fumibar
with the economy of Haryana
may have observed some
green spots in Gurugram and
along the GT Road, but the
rest of Haryana's economy is
static, especially in industry

The Haryana Government
is well aware of its debt prob
lem, that is why the FM-cum-
CM tried to defend the fiscal
situation in the eight initial
pagesof the Budget speech. 1t
comoborates with a saying of
the local Bagar areq, taakar
waala unt pehle hi karhata
hai’ (a camel with a knee
problem cries before sitting).

3

The comparison of the budg:
ets of Punjab and Haryuna
brings out that repayment
instalment by latter is almost
double of the former. The rate
of incease in dett of
Haryana has been higher
than Punjab over the last few
years; hence thelr absolute
amount of dett may synchro-
nise in the next two years,

However, the much higher
increase in Haryana's GSDP
s enabling its compliance with
the FREM Act The higher
increase in its GSDP is not
substantisted by subdued
non-fam activities in the state
except in Gurgram and along
the GT Road. It indicutes the
need for a study to probe the
methodology and  norms
applied in the estimation of
GSDP in Haryana

Punjab has a widereconom-
ic base but its Directorate of
Economics, like that of
Haryana, may put its GSDP
data in a better perspective. It
must also target the electrich
ty sulsidy for domestic and
agricultural consumers  for
rationalisation. A betterment
cess onemployees and credit-
worthy citizens may be con
sidered in both the states

In fact, at the all-India kevel,
the Sugreme Court should ban
cash support 10 one section of
society in any state with a rev
erue defict @ i puts an
unwarranted debt burden on
the other sections.
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India-Lanka rapport
PM's visit signals a strong push for closer ties

key takeaway from Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi's three-day visit to Sri Lanka is
that the two neighbours have interlinked
security interests and are committed o
strengthening their ties in defence and oth-
er sectors, The signing of a pact to nstitutionalise mili-
tary cooperation is a major step forward; itis expected to
provide for more joint naval exercises and facilitate
greater ollaboration between their defence mduﬂ.m-l
Noless is a trilateral -
India, Sri Lanka and the UAE — for developing 'Ihmo
malee as an energy hub. Thisis apparentlya bid by India
to counter China, whose state energy firm Sinopec
signed a deal earlier this year 10 build an ol refinery in
Sri Lanka's southern port city of Hamb
Bejings growing influence in the Indian Ocean
Region has prompted New Delhi to reach out to littaral
nations such as Sri Lanka. Meanwhile, Colombo has been
walking a deft tightrope, eager not 1o antagonise both
Asian glants. India acted as the first responder when the
sland-nation was rocked by an economic crisis of 2022
The t firry fadebt re
is nlmlhlu)mmsqnn&llmhmlmh unlike
China, snotk muty-
ol trust and goodwill are Delhi's avowed priorities.
PM Modi and Sri Lankan President Anura Kumar
Dissanayake have also made headway in resolving the
issueof Indian fish Hundreds of them
from Tamil Nadu have been arrested over the years by the
Sri Lankan authorities for inadvertently fishing in that
nation’s waters. The release of several Indian fishermen
on Sunday will help in easing maritime tensions. The PM
has also urged the Dissanayake govemment to fulfil the
ofthe Tamil andn;mhn provin-
cial council el These proTs are sig-
nificant as the BJP is looking to make big inroads into
Tamil Nadu, which goes to the polls next year.

Fightnotoveryet

Muslims launch protest against Waqf law

HE Waqf (Amendment) Act, 2025, has
sparked a storm of protest from Musim
organisations across the country. The All
India Muslim Personal Law Board (AIM-
PLB) has called the Act unconstitutional,
vowing to challenge it legally in the Supreme Court
and launch a nationwide agitation to seek a repeal of
the Act. At the heart of the opposition lies the inclusion
of non-Muslim members in Waqf boards and the Cen-
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Shun toxic mix of religion, politics

One need not be a ‘Hindu' or ‘Muslim' to experience religiosity that's free from diktats of priestcraft

am getting increasingly

afraid of what is generlly

being perceived as religion.

Whenever there is a reli-

gous festival, be it Eid or
Ram Navami, I become terribly
nervous, [ begin to fear that this
festive moment might be tumed
into its opposite with communal
violence, hate speech, cleverly
designed political engineering
and stimulation of todomilitant
identities. Likewise, I fear when-
ever some politicians remind us
that ‘our religion is in danger’,
and it must be protected from
our ‘enemies’

In fact, I fear that what we per-
ceive as religion, far from broad-
ening our horizons and making
us kind and compassionate,
might spread hatred, division
and viclence. Am I then anti
religion? Or, don't 1 have any
religiosity of ife? I assume that
there are many who are asking
these questions, Let us, there-
fore, go deeper.

To begin with, it is important
to accept the fact that, for
most of us, the way we prac-
tise religion is essentially an
imitative group behaviour.
Because of the ‘accident’ of
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RITUALISTIC: Religion as a sort of Imitative mass behaviour gives us a serse of peychic security, seunos

think that ours is the only way.

This conditioning has two
dangers. First, it is inherently
divisive and violent. 1 am a
‘Hindu'; you are a ‘Muslim';
and hence, our paths can never
meet! Second, we tend to sur-
render our own quest, or our
own creative agency. We tend
to accept — almost blindly and
mechanically — what our com-
munity members regard as
‘normal’. In a way, we are com-
pelled to follow the same ritu-
als, quote the same scriptures
and visit the same ‘holy’ sites!

Well, religion as some sart of

birth in a particular

Ly, most of us are soclalised in
a way that we are conditioned
1o think and act like Hindus,
Muslims, Sikhs, Christians,
Jains, Buddhists, etc.

We hardly choose our reli-
gion. The acceptance of this
conditioning as something
‘natural’ leads us to imitate
what other members of our
religious community do. We
follow the diktats of priestcraft
almost blindly: we quote the
scriptures  mechanically; we
become ritualistic; and we

mass
gives us a sense of psychic
security — the pleasure of a
“we feeling”. However, it also
creates the ground for commu-
nal violence: the hatred
towards the ‘other’

It is, therefore, not surprising
that the mass sentiment associ-
ated with this sort of religion
can easily be used and manip-
ulated for what we are witness-
ing in our times —the politics
of hyper-nationalism and reli-
glous fundamentalism. If we
think deeply, we realise that

We needto initiate
ameaningful
conversationwith
youngminds so that
they can see through
the politicsof
organised religions.

there is no deeper quest in this
sort of heavily politicised reli-
gion; there is no peace or
warmth. Instead, this sort of
religion asks us to be perpetu-
ally angry, find our ‘enemies’
everywhere and erect huge
walls of separation.
Isn't it sad that in the land of
Buddha, Kabir and Guru
Nanak, we are witnessing the

ugly manifestation of this sort
of politicised and toxic reli-
gon? While a group of politi-
dans promotes it, there are self-
proclaimed babas and gurus
who legitimise it. And this sort
of unholy alliance between reli-
gon and politics creates an
environment conducive to the
gowth of potentially authori-
tarian or fascist personalities.
We tend to believe that kind-
ness or crossreligious conver-
sationis a sort of weakness; and

in silence, or the sun's rays
ilumine the amazingly beauti-
ful Himalayan peak? Possibly,
our religiosity is about this
poetic wonder — this realisa
tion that we find ourselves
amid thisbeauty. Possibly, with
this wonder and gratitude, a
poet like Walt Whitman wrote:
“To me every hour of the light
and dark is a miracle.”

Or, think of what we, irrespec-
tive of our socialleconomic posi-
tion, experience every day —
the transitory nature of every-
thing. There is sunrise, and
there is sunset. There is youth-
fulness, and there is ageing.
There is life, and there is death,
Nothing remains the same for-
ever. If we truly realise and
internalise it, how is it possible
0 retain our egotistic pride?

Possibly, the realisation of
impermanence leads to the
lightness of being. This is
humility or humbleness. In a
way, our existence is teaching
us that the religiosity of life is
about wonder, mystery. grati-
tude, humility, love and com-
passion. And from this realisa-
tion, | assume, emanates our
finest prayers: the prayers that
inspire us to overcome the trap
of the egotistic pride, acknowl-
edge that not everything is
under our control, and we are
not the masters of the universe.

Call it whatever you like
poetic, divine or spiritual. The
fact is that this sont dfxpt-rl-nr

it is only a hype or
authontarian leader who can
‘protect’ the ‘purity’ of our
religion, and save us from the
‘enemies’ we have constructed.

It is equally important to
realise that this discom fort with
what is being perovived or prac-
tised as religion in our times
does not mean that our exis-
tence has 1o be merely a dry
technical or mathematical
enterprise. Yes, there is mys-
tery; there is wonder; there is
uncertainty; and there is along-
ing for something that tran.

tial religiosity is

free from the diktats of priest-
craft, or the boundaries of organ-
ised religions. One need not bea
‘Hindu'ora ‘Muslim’ to experi-
ence it. One just needs to decon-
dition ane’s mind and look at
the universe with openness.

As ateacher/educator, | have
always felt that we need to ini-
tiste a meaningful conversa-
tion with young minds sothat
they can cultivate their criti-
cal faculty, see through the
politics of organised religions
as well as soulless scientism,

Isn't it a matter of wonder
that a tiny blue flower blooms

THOUGHT FORTHE DAY

and expe e the rhythm of
life and death with love,
humility and gratitude

tral Waqf Council — seen as a dilution of Muslim con-
trol over relig: e . More troubl how-
ever, is the provision empowering the government to

rmine hip of Wagfl props in the

absence of documents, raising fears of arbitrary
takeover of historical religious sites.

The board isespecially critical of palitical parties ke
the JD(U), TDP and LJP (Ramvilas), which, despite
their secular claims, voted for the Bill. The AIMPLB
also sees the legisation as a deliberate move to weaken
Muslim institutions under the guise of reform. It plans
to fight it lq(nllv and politically, through street-level

bil A phased agi-
tation will invalve outreach to minority bodies, jurists,
Opposllm pnru(! and the public at large.

, the g thechanges are
aimed at transparency and curbing corruption. Minorn-
ty Affairs Minister Kiren Rijiju has defended the move
as necessary reform. But many in the Muslim commu-
nity fear it is part of a broader strategy to erode autono-
my of their religious affairs. With Muslims forming 14
per cent of the population, the law has struck a nerve,
potentially stoking communal resentment. If the gov.
emment does not engage in inclusive dialogue, the con-
frontation could deepen societal divides. The fight, clear-
ly. is not over yet. And this time, it's not just about
property: It's about rights, representation and respect.

ON THIS DAY...100 YEARS AGO
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Convincing reply by CR Das

CR Das has given as sincere, and, subject to one reservation, as
cogent and well-reasoned and, indeed, as convineing a reply to
Lord Birkenbead's answering “gesture” as it was possible forany-
ane to give. “1invite Mr Das”, said Lord Birkenhead in his speech
in the House of Lords in reply to Das’ statement on the subject of
revolutionary violence, “to take afurther step, He has publicly dis-

sociated himself from pnlmal mnmm and violence in iy

form. 1 ask hi i with the G
in rvpn-smﬂ\e\'ni-nu-hrw Das, in hisreply, gives
accept Loed Birkenhead's invi-

tation. “My answer to hu lordship's invitation”, he says, “is this
11 were satisfied that the Bengal Act would finally eradicate the
evil which is eating into our national system, | would unhesitat.
ingly support the Government. 1 am not so satisfied. It is not
because Iwould not prevent political crimes, even if [coulddo so;
but because [ enter deep-rooted hat without the
Govemment meeting us ma\- than halfavay,all my efforts in this
direction will fail to achieve their object; and though 1 think that
afavourable atmosphere has been created for further discussion,
T am unabl > with the G in its present pol.
icy of repression.” If one were so minded, one might here point
out that Das s really going farther than he might o, indeed,
ought to have done. None of us believes at the present time in the
supposed Jesuitical doctrine — a doctrine, by the way, which the
Jesuits themselves have again and again indignantly repudiat-
od —oftheend justifying the means.

———— —

Religion s to do right Itis to love, it is to serve, itis to think, it is to be humble. — raiph Waldo Emerson

Simple joys & toys
of childhood

NJ Ravi Cuanoen

HE games we played in our childhood are unknown to

kids today. Our first toys were folded paper aeroplanes.

We propelled them into space with our hands. The “air-
craft’ had no fuel, but our skills determined how far it flew.

With the right design and a litthe musde power, paper planes
can ghide ke a bird. As youngsters, we competed to see whose
plane flew the farthest. Cheers would erupt as the araft soared
and kanded smoothly on its belly, but there was sheer disappoint-
ment when it didn't. Interestingly, the iconic Wright brothers
also used paper to build models of their first seroplanes.

We also made boats with scraps of paper The monsoonwas
the best time to make them sail in the ditches and streams
overflowing with water. We enjoyed watching the boatswade
through the swirling waters cluttered with debris. We fol-
lowed their course with excitement and raced ahead to clear
any obstacle in their path. Unfortunately, at the voyage's
end, the boats filled with water and grime would disappear
to the bottom of the stream.

It was no less thrilling to play the role of a ‘kite runner’ —
chasing kites felled in aerial duels or sprinting to pick up
colourful pamphlets dropped from gliders advertising the
arrival of a new circus in town, Tragically, o teenaged boy was
mowed down by atmin while chasing a kite. Losing their only
son sent the parents into depression.

Discarded ovek b Loth

on the streets with a stick orused them toplay hula-hoop, We also
played games with discarded cigarette packs, fruit seeds and
matchbox labels. Chatting on the matchbox telephone, flatten-
ing coinson rallway tracks, bringing down fruits with a ctapult,
riding piggyback, playing cricket with aclipboard and paper ball,
building sandcastles and going triggerhappy with our toy guns
were life’s little that p hours of undiluted joy.
The evenings during vacations came alive with board games.

On weekends, we rented bicycles and explored the wilder-
ness beyond the town. With a new game to play every day,
there was never a dull moment. We lived in a magical workl!

In the pre-television era, girls dabbled in hopsootch. Throw
ing or catching discs, rings and balls were other popular
games. They got their creative juices flowing by making dolls
out of coconut leaves, hay and straws. The male figure with the
body draped in white cloth and head adorned with a turban
reminded me of voodoo dolls, while the female ones had
colourful fabsic wrapped around them.

Girls would also spread their miniature oy stoves, pots
and pans on the floor and pretend to rustleup a treat. They
also had indigenously made wooden dolls and spent hours
decking or pretending to feed them, Today's mass-pro-
duced electronic or mechanical playthings are poor
cousins to the simple toys of yesteryear.

recalibration needed

Strategic
Refer to‘'When Modi met Yunus in Bangkok "
(The Great Game); the article aptly captures

the shifting sands in Dhaka — from Yunus'
wu\vcnuwmmrhmmmmhqumm
entry of the ISl and

Litmus test for Punjab's govemance
The Patiala epurdr involving Col P\m\dn
Bath is alit and

;mmnhnuh Ifthe state proceeds with
disciplinary action against Col Bath for allegedly

His growing alignment vmh both China and
the West should compel India to shed illusions
of loyalty and adopt a deareyed, strategic pos-
ture. New Delhi must deepen economic and
defence ties with Bangladesh, while expand-
Ing cultuml diplomacy and connectivity
through the North-East. Rather than reacting
with outrage, India should respond with
measured steps. This is not a8 moment for
noise, but for strategic, steady and patient
recalibration of power.
CHANCHAL S MANN, UNA

Modi-Yunus meeting
Apropos of ‘When Modi met Yunus in
Bangkok'; the meeting, shadowed by incen-

procedural noms, it woulkd reflect not
only institutional &idlure, but also a betrayal of
those who serve with honour His dedision to
approach the Punjab & Haryana High Court
without prior military spproval may ippear pro-
cedumnlly ivegular to his superions, but it reflects
o deeper makise — a desperate quest for justice
when infernal systems fuil to respond. In stark
um mlPS(ﬂmmmmwhumHm‘
the it This mis-
use of authonity not only erades public trust but
also malkes a mockery of the e of law.

LT COL GURPARKASH SINGH VIRK (RETD), BY MAIL

Crucial deterrent to corruption
Refer to Judges' assets’; making it mandato-
ry for judges to disclose the ir assets deserves

diary rhetoric and htical tremors,
underscores an eternal truth — geography
binds, but history reminds. Yunus' cavalier
‘dismissal’ of India’s North-East has
reopened old wounds. Yet, Delhi's calibrated
response mirrors maturity, not musde. The

support from every citizen of the
wuld s largest democracy, as transparency is
o crucial deterrent to corruption. The judiciary
stands as the strongest pillar of democracy
because its decisions are guided by objectivi-
ty, free from the political compulsions that

&) of Bengal, our shared cradle, d cl
not 1 As Dhaka

often infl the and leg

flirts with forces seeking 1o undermine the

hard-won liberation of 1971, let wisdom pre-

vail — trust, not truculence, builds bridges.
GURDEV SINGH, MOHALI

‘Explainer’ engaging, insightful
The recently introduced ‘Explainer’ section
in The Tribune is a highly commendable inj-
tiative. By breaking down complex current
affairs into dear, sccessible narmatives, it
serves as a valuable resource for readers -
especially students and those preparing for
magor competitive exams. The clanity, rele-
vance and structured presentation of topics
make it significantly easier to grasp both
national and intemational developments.
This section not only fosters informed public
discourse, but also enhances general aware-
ness, Rlisboth engaging and insightful Given
its positive reception, the section should have
afull page devoted to it
PARDEEP SINGH, BATHINDA

b hes. If the virus of cormuption were to
infect the judidary, #t could lead tothe danger-
ous prospect of judicial pronouncements
being reduced to commodities.

AP SINGH, LUDHIANA

Ghibli trend raises red flags
The growing popularity of Al generated Ghib-
linrthas sparkeda quiet storm — mising unset-
tling questions about privacy, ownership and
the role of human creativity in a mpidly
automating world. What began as a hammless
trend — tuming selfies into dreamy portraits —
has cought the attention of privacy advocates,
cybersecurity experts and artists alike. At the
heart of the issue lies the way these Al models
are ‘trained’, Many rely on original Ghibii art-
work Efted from the Intemet without permis-
sion. Besides, generating Al images often
involves analysing user mputs — typed
prompts and uploaded photos — which may be
stored, reused or exposed to thind parties,
CAPT AMAR JEET (RETD), KHARAR

Lettors 10 the Etor, typed in double space, should nit exceed the 200 word kit
These shoud be cogently wiitten and can be seet by e-eall tex Letters@tsbanemal.com
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s the Indian National Con-
gress gears up for its 6th ses-
jon in Gujarat—scheduled
to be hdd in Ahmedabad on April
8:9—it marks a moment rich in
symbolism, history, and political rel-
evance. This will be only the second
session in Gujarat since |
ence, and the third in Al
since the party’s inception in 1885,
“The Congresss return to Gujarat is
more than a political event; it is a
mibolic homecoming to a land that
gave India two of its greatest lead -
ers—Mahatma Gandhi and Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patdl.
The Congress has always shared
a deep historical connection with
Gujarat. Its five previous sessions in
the state were held at turning points
In India’s freedom struggle and
democratic evolution. The upcom-
ing All India Congress Committee

(AICC) session socks to carry that
legacy forward under the theme
“Nyaypath: Sankalp, Samarpan and
Sangharsh.” The session is expected
10 pass key resobutions to define the
party’s future direction—provided
it doesnit get deralled by excessive
rhetoric againgt Prime Minister
Narendra Modi. Unfortunately, early
Indicators suggest that they might
dominate the proceedings.

Young leader Sachin Pilot has
sald that a generational shift is
underway in the party, emphasising
accountability and ideological clarity
as the need of the hour, However,
the speeches by Rahul Gandhi and
Mallikarjun Kharge are expected
1o largely focus on criticlsing the
BIP government, raising issues
such as the Wagf Act, and accusing
the saffron party of indulging in
religion-based politics. The party is

also likely to reiterate its demand for
a nationwide caste census,

This session, however, offers
a genuine opportunity for the
Congress—if it chooses to selae
it A dear roadmap to empower
the youth and women among the
Backward Classes (BCs), Scheduled
Castes (5Cs), Schoduled Tribes
(ST5), and minorities could signifi-
cantly bolster its political relevance.
These communities form the langest
segments of the Indian population,
and their adequate representation is
not just desirable, but essential,

Once politically dominant in
Gujarat, the Congress has been on a
steady decline over the past two dec-
ades. A key drawback is the absence
of visonary leaders like its former
president Surendranath Banerjee,
who in 1902 delivered a stirring
presidential address highlighting the

Congress in Gujarat: A Journey Through Time and Legacy

impermanence of autocratic rule
and calling for authority grounded
in popular will. He had declared that
the Congress had entered a period of
reconstruction. The question now is:
will Sonia Gandhi, Kharge, or Rahul
Gandhi rise to that level of thought
and conviction?

Historically, Congress’s Gujarat
sesshons have been significant. The
second AICC session in Surat, led by
Rash Behari Ghose, witnessed the
party’s first major split, with internal
conflicts between moderates and
extremists coming to their heads.
The third session in Gujarat took
place in Ahmedabad on December
27-28, 1921, under the president -
ship of Hakim Ajmal Khan, with
notable leaders like Motilal Nehru,
C Rajagopalachari, and M A Ansari
serving as general secretaries.

The fourth session was held in

Haripura from February 19-21,
1938, under the leadership of

Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. It was
historic not only because of Bose's
presidency bat also for his advocacy
of Mlanning Commission and his
vision of Congress’s role post- inde-

.
As the Congress returns to

Gujarat for the sixth time, one hopes.

this session does not end as just

another routine affair—they came,

they spoke, they left. India needs a

strong and vibrant opposition. Yet,

the Congress, increasingly reblant

on appeasement politics and sorely

lacking dynamic young leader-

ship, continues to disappolnt. If the

party truly wishes to bounce back

10 power, it must adopt a strategy

of inchusive politics—one rooted in

ground realities, forward-looking

policies, and credible keadership.

() LETTERS

Afervent call for universal health care

he Workd Health Day 2025 carries a powerful mes-
m.: for the global community: “Healthy Beginnings,
I|ap I Futures” This year, the spotlight is on maternal
newborn health, us the urgent need to
able deaths and support long-term well-being
lm women and infants worldwide. Despite advance
ments in medicine, pregnancy and childbirth still pose
serfous risks for many, with hundmdl of thousands of
ind millions of newl ng cach year—often
from causes that are entirely pmmnhk The campaign
calls for universal access to quality maternal care, skilled
health workers at every hluh. a strong focus on
mental health, nutrition, and inclusive support systems
that listen to women and value every life. Beyond ralsing
awareness, World Health Day 2025 aims to ignite global
action, vanmml. hnllh mm and Indivldunl-
saont colhb
Invest in early ml mmvmlonurm,md address
inequalities that leave women and children vulnerable.
Healthy begin with proper nourishment,

Hansa

-3(NG) Will Power India’s

Flight To Aviation Self-Reliance

3
D Jivexonra Sixau

ndia is currently the

third-largest domestic

airline market globally.
By the end of this decade,
itis profected to serve an
astounding three hundred
million domestic passen-
gers, cementing its position
as a powerhouse in
aviation. This exponential
growth in passenger volume
reflects more than just an
expanding aviation indus-
try = it signifies the rising r
aspirations of millions of
Indians.

With the political dis-
pensation headed by PM
Narendra Modi determined
to place India as frontline
nations and live up to global
benchmarks and as the
country gears up to hande
the rapidly expanding avia-
tion needs, the most pressing
necessity is the demand for
pllots, a crucial component
in sustaining this growth tra-
Jectory. As per recent
from the Ministry of Civil
Aviation, the demand for
pllots in India is projected
10 increase at least fivefold

n 3NG)

India's

Hon'ble Prime Minister's

mummnmmmmm-mmhm

nation's self-rellance movement, As the Hansa-3(NG)

2 cost.

(CSIR-NAL), boasts several
advancements that cater

to the needs of the flying
community. Featuring a
cutting-edge glass cockpit, a
fuel-efficient Rotax 912 1S3
Sport engine, and enhanced
performance metrics like

a range of 620 nautical
miles and seven hours of
endurance, the alrcraft
redefines modern trainer
alrcraft standards. Having
obtained key certifications,
the Hansa-3(NG) is now
certified for day and night
operations, with further
steps taken to extend its
capabilities for IFR opera-
tions,

CSIR-NALs Hansa-
\(l\(:] marks a significant

Mmmmmunwuumnm

globallyin
partner Is not just about meeting present needs, It Is about sh

betwee uu-u

der [n aviation.

omerges asa |

In the next two decades, a
significant increase from the
current count.

“This surge in demand is
attributed to India's civil
aviation sector experienc.
ing rapid growth in pas-
senger traffic and fleet
expansion, fueled by the
forward-thinking ini-
thatives introduced by the
Civil Aviation Minister, K
Rammohan Naidu. India,
at present hosts 38 Flight
Training Organizations
(FTOs). With a soaring de-
mand for skilled pilots, it is

vital to develop a large and
world-class flying training
ecosystem in the country,
with proportional increase
in the number of trainer
aircrafts, Currently, the
small civil aircraft market
in India is largely controlled
by foreign companies, with
domestic players lacking
any significant foothold.
To be a fully self-reliant,
our country needs indig-
enous civil aircraft develop-
ment, This would showcase
the nation’s expertise and
capabilities, position-

ing India as a preferred
destination for acrospace
component manufactur
ing. By excelling in every
mr from initial design
nal production, such

efforts would significantly
strengthen the country’s
aviation industry.

The improved Hansa-3
alrcraft, with commer-
clal name Hansa-3(New
Generation), indigenously
designed and developed by
Council of Sclentific and In-
dustrial Research National
Acrospace Laboratories

in advancing
India’s aviation ambitions,
It aligns scamlessly with
lhnﬂe Prime Minister
Narendra Modis vision
of establishing India as a
global aviation hub by the
end of this decade and
achieving the broader goal
of Viksit Bharat by 2047,
CSIR-NALs recent col-
laboration with an industry
partner intends 10 meet
both domestic and interna-
tional demand with increase
in the production of
Hansa-3(NG) alrcrafts. The
production facility, set o be
blished in |

aircraft, the Hansa- MNG)
is a game-changer, ¢ '3
flying clubs to train the next
gencration of pilots while
also promoting a cubture of
hobly flying.

Beyond training, the
Hansa-3(NG) holds im-
mense potential for roles
such as surveillance, acrial
photography, environmental
monitoring, and more. Its
deployment will stimulate
the small aircraft manufac.
turing ecosystem, boosting
local infrastructure and
enabling small to medium-
scale enterprises to contrib-
ute to the aviation supply
chain. The Hansa-3(NG)
symbolizes [ndia’s progress
toward realizing Hor'ble
Prime Minister’s vision of
Atmanirbhar Bharat, with
the aviation sector playing
a pivotal role in the nation’s
self-reliance movement. As
the Hansa- MNG) establish-
s itself as a cost-effective
and versatile trainer aircraft,
it also signals Indids readi-
ness to compete globally in

ce manufacturing.
The collaboration between
CSIR-NAL and industry
partner is not just about
mceting present needs, it
is about shaping a future
where India emerges as a
leader in aviation, innova-
tion and technology.

India’s aviation industry
Is on the brink of unparal-
leled growth. With strong
Initiatives, innovative
technologies like the Hansa-
JNG), and the collective
effort of stakehoklers, the
country is poised 1o elevate
itself as a global aviation
hub, fulfilling &s aspirations
for a robust and self-reliant

¥
will start manufacturing 36
alrcraft annually, scaling
up to 72 units to address
growing needs, As India’s
first all-composite airframe

(Minister of State
(Independent Charge);
Ministry of Science and
Technology and Ministry of
Earth Sciences)

Waqf Bill is about property management, not religion

The Wagf system in
India is often seen
as a religious matter,
but in reality, it is mainly
about property manage-
ment, administration, and
governance. The Wagf Act,
1995, and its amendments
focus on regulating Waqgf
properties to ensure they are
iy used and

o deie o a e

permanent donation of mov-
aNco- immovable property
by a Muslim for purposes
conskered relighous, chari-
table, or beneficial to society.
However, the key concern
is not relighous practice but
the proper administration of
lhec pmpm

vernment has

Ihf aul ity to regulate
non-religlous activities of
Waqf institutions, including
education, social welfare,
and economic n,
under Section 9% of the Wagl
Adt.

“The Central Waqf Council
(CWC) and State Wagf
Boards (SWBs) oversee and
regulate these properties to
ensure transparency and kegal
compliance. Indian courts
have ruled that Wagf Boards
are statutory bodies respon:
sible for property manage-
ment, not religious organiza-
tions. Several court decisions
have reinforced that Waqf
P management is a
non-religious function:

Untangling the legal and administra

o realiti

es of Waqfin India

mmm-umm‘m--m

decision-making
“The Wagf system in Indi
Is primarily about property

property, despite it being a management, not religion.

pvmnmcm building. The government ml courts
& { non-Mudl have

th being arbitrar- that hlqhdmlnhlllhm Is

Jn'd as Wagfhave asecular function. The Wagf
{ d Bill, 2025, is

. In Tamll Nadu, the Wagf acrucial step in resolving

Board claimexd the entire issues of misma

Thiruchenthural village,
affecting the property
rights of non-Muslims.

« Atotal of 132 historical
monuments were declared

for property

decisions h.

Syed Fazal Pookoya
Thangal vs Union Of India
(Kerala High Court, 1993) -

ing mismanagement, illegal
upation, and lack of trans.
parency: The WAMSI portal

(Javfnd that the \\‘ql' Ilond '\'pnﬂ.ﬂhll(!\ﬂ 58,898
# Wagf are ilegally
bndy nota rdigious repre- occupied.
sentative. Hafiz Mol d Cases of
Zafar Ahmad vs UP Central

Sunni Board of Wagf (Al
lahabad High Court, 1965)
~ Ruled that a mutawalli
(Wagf caretaker) does not
own Wagf property but only
manages it

Tilkayat Shei Govindlalji
Maharaj vs State of Rajasthan
(Supreme Court, 1964) -~ De-
clared that managing temple
properties is a secular duty, a
principle that also applies to
Wagf propertics.

Wagf properties in India
face major issues, includ-

claims by W‘aqflkml- in-
dude:

« Govindpur, Bihar (August
2024) - The Bihar Sunni
Wagf Board claimed

Wagfp without

proper documentation.

The Waqf (Amendment)
Bill, 2025, has been intro-
duced to improve transpar-
ency and fairness in Waqf
administration. The key
reforms include:

Ending arbitrary property
claims - Section 40, which
allowed Wagf Boards to uni-
laterally declare any property
as Wagf, has been removed.

Dt fzation of reconds -

pmptnkl will now
he l

enship of an entire village,

leading to legal disputes,

Kerala (September 2024)

« Around 600 Christian

families protested after the

Wagf Board claimed their

ancestral lands.

« Surat, Gujarat - The Wagf
Board declared the Surat
Munkipal Corporation
Headquarters as Wagf

prevent illegal claims nd
improve tracking.

Strengthening dispute
resolution - Wagf Tribunals
will be given more authority
1o resolve property disputes
efficiently.

Ensuring accountabiity -
Non-Muslim members will
now be incuded in Waql
Boards 1o promote fairer

t,
1llegal claims, and lack of
transparency. By introducing
Tegal oversight, digitization,
and accountability, the bill
ensures that Waql properties
serve their intended purpose
for the public good while
protecting the rights of all
citizens.

Will Wagf properties be
revoked? Fact: No property
that is registered under Wagf
Act, 1995, prior to com-
mencement of Wagf Act,
1995, as waqf will be revoked.
Once a property is declared
wagh, it is meant to stay that
way permanently. The bill
only clarifies rules for better

with the District Collector.
The District Collector will
conduct surveys using existe
ing revenue procedures. This
change aims to improve the
accuracy of records without
stopping the survey process.

Will non: Muslims be-
come the majority on Wagf
Boards? Fact: No, the boards
will include non-Muslims,
but they will not form a
majority. The Bill requires
inclusion of 2 non-Muslims
excluding ex-officio members
as members in the Central
Wagf Council and State
Wagf Boands, allowing for a
maximum of 4 non-Mudim
members in the Council and
maximum of 3 in the Wagf
Board that at least two mem-
bers on the Central Waqf
Council and state boards be
non-Musim.

‘The majority of members
will still be from the Muslim
community, This change &
mcant 10 add expertise and
pmmulr transparency with.

cy. Itallows the District Col-
lector to review properties
that might be misclassified as
wagf, especially if they are ac-
tually government property.
Legitimate wagf propertics
remain protected.

WIll there be no survey
of Wagf properties? Fact:
There will be a survey. The
Bill replaces the old role of
the Survey Commissioner

Mlm Will Muslims
personal land be acquired
under the new amendment?
Fact: No personal land will
be acquired. The Bill applies
only o riies that are de-
clared waqt, It does not affect
private or personal property
that has not been donated as
waql. Only assets voluntarily
and legally dedicated as waqgf
are covered by the new rules.

emotional support, and regular medical care. The time
10 act Is now, as most countries remain off track to meet
maternal and newborn health s by 2030. This year's
campaign is more than a theme—it's a movement toward
o healthier, more just workl where every mother and
baby has a chance to thrive.

Dr Krihna Kumar Vepakomma, Hyderabad

A humorous take on polities

Huu off to the Hans India’s humorous cartoon (dated
6 Apnl) on Artificial Intelligence, which is threat-
ening all the professions, except politics, because Al
cannot le. This is a sha nd witty take. A lot of trath
Is wrapped in humour there. So in a way, politics is safe,
not because Al cannot lie, but because it cannot lie like
humans. In this regard, the Indian parliament, in an
unprecedented way banned the very word JHOOT (lie)
as unparliamentary. Hope the Nation bans ‘jhoot’ from
India.

P H Hema Sagar, Secunderabad

Trump's vendetta against law firms

Idespread protests are bieng organised against
Donald Trumyp and his ally Elon Musk for the Ex-
ecutive Orders that targeted about 500 law firms. Jenner
& Block LLP, Wharton & Garrison LLP are some such
firms that were investigating or acting against Trump
ds .M \! d through

were p ugh
ders. Protesters aver that such orders trample the system
of constitutional gavernance and the rule of law itself. It
Is felt that the targeting also aims to extract concessions
from the legal community.
P R Ravinder, Hyderabad

The dark side of NAAC grading

Thc recent bribery scandal involving NAAC grading
has brought to light the darker side of our educa-
thon system, The focus on securing high grades has led
to a culture of corruption, where institutions prioritize
scoring well over providing quality education. This raises
questions about the sanctity of such grades and the im-
pact on our academic institutions. It's time o re-examine

the role of NAAC grading and ensure that our universi-
ties are truly of knowledge, rather than mere
grade-chasers.

Sridevi Tejaswani K, Secunderabad

Minority placation with eye on votes

EF: "WAQF BILL: REFORM OR RHETORIC"™ (THI
5). First all, it s not a surprise 1o anyone about

the pll:‘f of of the Wagf Amendment Bill in both
Houses of Parliament since NDA has sufficient major-
ity supported by other parties in Rajya Sabha. Telugu
Denmhnlou:moﬂ the bill introduced by BJP, as there
Is no other go h need not be explained further in de-
tail. All political parties are travelling towards appeasing
minority groups not because of extreme love, but because
of garnering votes. Waqf Bill gained support from some
Muslim heads and antagonised by other groups. It s be-
yond one's own imagination how their lands are getting

extended?
NS K Prasad, Hyderabad
thehansreader@gmail.com
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BESCOM ordered to deny electricity

BENGALURU: The Bruhat Bengaluru Palke
(BBMP) has given a shock to those who bulld unauthorised
buildings. Henceforth, it has instructed the Elec-
tricity Supply Corporation (BESCOM) to disconnect the
electridity connection to unauthorised buildings within the
corporation’s jurisdiction. The BBMP said that this action
has been taken as per the Supreme Court order dated De-
cember 17, 2024, The corporation has already issued ordens
under Sections 248(1), (2) and (3) of the BBMP Act against
unauthorfzed busl orders under Sections 356(1)
and (2). Therefore, the circular mentions that henceforth,
s s00n as the corporation issues an order under Section
248(3) of the BBMP Act, 2020 againgt any urauthorized
building, it will be necessary for the corporation to im-
mediaely disconnect the temporary/permanent electriciy
com«llon to such buildings and effectively it unau-
BEMP has BESCOM to
rw&mwmu«nonudybmmwu
ave obtained possession certificate from the Bruhat Ben.
luru Palike before provid mmn con-
cion £ Bl Flecichy oy Crpen
to bulldings within the corporation’s jurisdiction. BBMP
steps to prevent unauthorized construction If temporary
electricity connection is to be provided during/before the
construction stage of a building, BESCOM should ensure
that the ‘A" Khata issued by the corporation and the plan

approval for the construction of such buildings have been
given by the corporation.
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NEWS IN NUMBERS
The share of faculty
posts vacant in
AIIMS-Delhi

query under the RTI Act, the

3 administrative officer of the

faculty cell of ANMS-Delhi sald 430 faculty
seats were vacant at the institute against a
sanctioned strength of 1,235, There were
no recruitments for regular faculty posts in
2020, 2023, 2024.

In per cent. Responding to a

THEM@&HINDU

ext&Context

The share of bank Claimed number of Days for which BJPis  Number of people
accounts owned by new BJP membersin  protesting against killed due to Israeli

women in India

In per cent. According
3G Pomimt

“Women and Men in
India 2024: Selected Indicators and Data"
released by the Ministry of Statistics and
Programme Implementation, women own
39.2% of bank accounts. The prop is

crore. At least 1.51 crore

Maharashtra
people took primary

1.5 membership of the

Bharatlya Janata Party (BJP) in
Maharashtra during a recent campaign, the
party’s State president Chandrashekhar

le said. Mr. kule was

even higher at 42.2% in rural areas. v

addressing party workers at a function. en

price rise, reservation

The Karnataka BJP will launch
16 a 16-day movement against

price rise and 4% reservation
for Muslims in govemment contracts, The
first phase of the Jonaakrosha Yotra will
cover Mysuru, Mandya, Hassan, Kodagu,
Mangaluru, Udupi, Chikkamagaluru,
Shivamogga and Uttara Kannada.

15

according

strikes on Gaza

Itsraeli strikes on the Gaza Strip
killed at least 15 people,
including 10 women and

children, overnight and into Sunday,

to local health officlals. The

latest strikes hit a tent and a house in the
southern city of Khan Younls. we

COMPILED BY THE MINDU DATA TEAM

Can the U.S. President serve a third term?

Follow us € facebook.com/thehindu () twitter.com/the hindu () instagram.com/the_hindu

What does 22nd Amendment to the US. Constitution state? How is US. President Donald Trump trying to circumvent the 22nd Amendment and serve one more

term as President? Are there circums

EXPLAINER

Kartikey Singh

The story so far:
n March 30, the 78-year-old
U.S. President Donald Trump
said he’s “not joking" about
serving a third term in the
White House. He further claimed that a
legal loophole could make it possible.

Does the U.S. Constitution allow it?
The 22nd Amendment to the U.S.
Constitution, ratified on February 27, 1951,
limits U.S. Presidents to two elected
terms. It was brought in response to
Franklin D. Roosevelt’s unprecedented
“four-term’ Presidency (1933-1945), which
broke the ‘two-term’ unwritten precedent
set by the nation's first President, George
Washington, who voluntarily declined a
third term in 1796,

nces through which the U

saker could become US. President? What are the rules in other nations?

81(3) of the 1993 Constitution. To
circumvent this limit, he then became
Prime Minister (2008-2012) as his ally
Dmitry Medvedev took the Presidency
and extended the Presidential term from
four to six years. Returning as President
in 2012 and 2018, Mr. Putin, with a 2020
amendment backed by a loyal Duma and
judiciary, reset his term count, potentially
holding power until 2036.

Tiirkiye's Recep Tayyip Erdogan, Prime
Minister (2003-2014), turned Presi

THE GIST

-

The 22nd Amendment to the
U.S. Constitution, ratified on
February 27, 1951, limits U.S.
Presidents to two elected
tenms,

-

The 22nd

axed term limits via a 2017 referendum,
and reshaped Tiirkiye's system into a
Presidential one. Similarly, China’s Xi
Jinping eliminated the two-term cap in
2018. This change allowed Mr. Xi to rule
indefinitely, cementing his hold over the
party and the State.

Yet, some Jeaders thrive without
rewriting the rules. In Germany, where
chancellors face no ‘term limits’ but need
‘Parliamentary support’, Angela Merkel
ruled for 16 years. Similarly, Prime

prohibits a person from being
“elected” to the Presidency
maore than twice but does not
bar “serving" beyond two
temms.

-

Uniike the U.S. Presidential
framework, India's
Parllamentary system imposes
no term limits on its Prime
Minister, as tenure depends on

The Amendment prohibits anyone Ministers in Canada and Britain, unbound rm(l‘:ng Senlok Sabiw
from being elected President more than by fixed terms, can lead indefinitely, o,
twice, and if someone has served as sustained by ‘party confidence’.
President for more than two years of
another's term (for example, a Vice Why doesn’t India have term limits?
President who became President due to New rules: A protest against the policies of U.S. President Donald Trump in California, on April 5. are Unlike the U.S. Presidential framework,
the President’s death or resignation), they India’s Parliamentary system imposes no
can only be elected once. Thus, the office of President shall be eligible to Amendment - is highly unlikely. Under term limits on its Prime Minister, as
effectively, the maximum US. Presidential | that of Vice-President of the United Article V, this requires either a two-third: tenure depends on retaining the Lok
tenure can be 10 years (two years as a States.” Since the 22nd Amendment bars vote in both the House and the Senate or Sabha’s confidence (Article 75(3)). This
successor plus two full terms). For Mr. Mr. Trump from another term, he cannot | a ‘constitutional convention’- a process design ensures ‘voter sovereignty’,
Trump, elected in 2016 and 2024, the serve as VP either. never used - called for by two-thirds (34) ‘democratic flexibility’, and
22nd Amendment unequivocally bars a While the VP route is blocked, another | of State legislatures, followed by ‘parliamentary accountability’, allowing
third term, due to his two elected tenures | theoretical path exists through ratification by three-fourths (38) of the 50 | leaders who sustain public trust to serve
(2017-2021 and 2025-2029), regardless of ‘succession’, as explained by Professor States. Given the current U.S, political extended periods. For instance, current
their ‘non-consecutive’ nature. Bruce G. Peabody in his paper. The 22nd landscape, the likelihood of Mr. Trump Prime Minister Narendra Modi could
Amendment prohibits a person from securing a constitutional amendment, serve 15 years by 2029. However, the
‘What is the ‘VP loophole'? being “elected” to the Presidency maore which has not been done in the past 33 system also includes checks like the
Despite the 22nd Amendment’s clarity, than twice but does not bar “serving” years, is virtually non-existent. “no-confidence” motion, which has
Mr. Trump has suggested ways to beyond two terms. In other words, a historically ended tenures - such as those
circumvent it. One idea he twice-elected President could ascend to Which world leaders have extended of V.P. Singh (1990), H.D. Deve Gowda
involves |.D. Vance running for President the Oval Office via the line of succession, their tenure? (1997) and Atal Bihari Vajpayee (1999).
in 2028 with Mr. Trump as Vice President | such as by becoming Speaker of the Leaders all over the world have skilfully regular electi it
(VP). If elected, Mr. Vance would resign, House, who is elected by members of the extended their rule by reshaping dynamics, floor debates, judicial
allowing Trump to assume the House and need not himself be a member | constitutional limits, For instance, oversight, and a free press ensure a robust
Presidency. However, the 12th of Congress, if the President and VP Vladimir Putin, after two terms as Russia’s | democratic balance.
Amendment blocks this strategy, stating: become unavailable. President (2000-2008), hit the Kartikey Singh is a final year student at
“No person constitutionally ineligible to A third pathway — repealing the 22nd ‘consecutive’ two-term limit under Article | RGNUL, Patiala, Punjab.
. the KBR National Park and the Mrugavani
Why were students protesting |&=:ssal ™o
hyderabadensis, a unique spider, which is
endemic to the Kancha Gachibowli forest, +
. L] ? and found nowhere else. The document The students of the University
over Kancha Gachibow B
@ bird species which are mentioned in have been protesting ever

What is the ownership status of the 400-acre land parcel known as Kancha Gachibowli? Why did the

government decide to auction the land? Why were environmentalists worried?

Wi Vi m

The story so far:
he students of the University of
Hyderabad at Gachibowli have
been protesting ever since the
news of the auction of a
400-acre land parcel known as Kancha
Gachibowli within campus premises
broke. The battle has now reached the

existence of wildlife in the area, before
taking it up suo monu. Three PiLs have
already been filed in the Telangana High
Court against the auction.

were there protests?
Students state that the land is part of the
university, a claim which has been
vehemently denied by the government.
The land was part of the 2,324 acres
granted to the University of Hyderabad at

2 »

the time of its establishment in 1974, as
part of the six-point formula proposed by
the then Congress government to assuage
regional sentiments stoked by the
Telangana movement of 1969, However,
the land allocation was not formalised
through title transfer. Subsequently, large
tracts of land, unused by the university,
were taken up by the government for
various purposes including establishing
the Indian Institute of Information
Technology, the Tata Institute of
Fundamental Research, and the Sports
Authority of Andhra Pradesh to name a
few. By 2010, more than 800 acres of land
was taken away in 22 such instances.

What do documents say?

The 400 acres of land which is now under
conflict was part of such diversions in
2004, under the then Telugu Desam Party
(TDP) government. An MoU was signed
with the University of Hyderabad, for the

transfer of 534 acres, in lieu of 396 acres
allocated at another location. The land
formed part of 850 acres allocated to IMG
Academies Bharata for developing sports
facilities. A sale deed was subsequently
signed, just before Legislative Assembly
elections in which the TDP was routed by
the Congress. After winning the elections,
the then Chief Minister cancelled the land
transfer, leading to a long drawn out legal
battle. The top court dismissed the
Special Leave Petition, allowing the
present government under Chief Minister
A. Revanth Reddy to take up the land.

‘What are environmentalists saying?
Undisturbed for more than 20 years, the
land has become home to a rich variety of
native flora and fauna. Several migratory
birds also visit the area. A recent
compendium of biodiversity collated from
the campus mentions 233 bird species,
which is higher than the avian numbers in

T LEENTEM Y

Schedule-1 of the Wildlife Protection Act,
1972, indicating their vulnerability and
need for highest protection, besides 72
species of tree diversity.

Why did the govt. decide to auction?
The Congress government in the joint
State of Andhra Pradesh under the
leadership of Y. S. Rajashekhar Reddy was
the first to begin the monetisation of
government kands through open auctions,
which was decried and denounced by
many concerned citizens and political
parties. However, such auctions have
become the unstated State policy of all
subsequent governments in Telangana,
irrespective of the party in power.

The Congress party, which won the
2023 assembly elections inherited a State
debt of nearly 24 lakh crore, which is set
to cross ¥5 lakh crore by the end of FY
202526, Mr. Reddy's recent admission
that he had no funds for capital
expenditure reflects the true state of State
coffers. The judgment about the
ownership Kancha Gachibowli came just
in time as a respite for the government,
which decided to garner funds for welfare
measures through auctioning the land.

since the news of the auction
of & 400-acre land parcel
known as Kancha Gachibowli
within campus premises broke.

v

Students state that the land is
part of the university, a claim
which has been vehemently
denled by the government

-

Undisturbed for more than 20
years, the land has become
home to a rich variety of native
flora and fauna. Several
migratory birds also visit the
area
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Bargain, with pragmatism
India must be firm, yet pragmatic in US FTA talks

aving been slapped with a 27 per cent levy
H on goods exports to the US, India needs to

arrive at some clarity on its negotiating
stance in bilateral FTA talks. The Trump
administration is using levies as a tool to browbeat
major trade partners into submission. The US has
also upped the ante by listing out a litany of
complaints in its recent National Trade Estimate
rcpon,pmpnredbytbe office of the US Trade

ive. This list, comprising perennial

demnds where differences will inevitably remain,
will probably find its way to the negotiating table.

o

India should be firm, and yet pragmatic
where feasible — resisting USattempts to
set the pace for an early harvest deal by this
autumn, It should refute the US’ ‘tariff king’
argument. India’s weighted average tariffs,
according to WTO data, are about 12 per
cent, whereas the US cites a misleading
simple average tariff of 17 per cent (WTO
data), against its own 3.3 per cent. As
America seeks to wipe out its trade deficit
with India (845 billion, and less than 3 per
cent of its overall imports), it wants to drive
ahard bargain in key areas. The US is
particularly keen as the world’s second
largest farm trader to sell more to India. It
seeks 1o prise open the Indian market for
wheat, corn, rice, soyabean, pulses, meat
and dairy products and a variety of fruit,
which are subject to protective rates.

The USTR report has protested
non-tariff curbs on drugs and medical
devices, under which refurbished ones
come under scrutiny, as well as standards
onthe GM content in food products or an
inquiry into animal feed. The Americans
also seem to have squarely told Indiato
wind down its purchases of Russian oil. On
the imports side, the US will be training its
guns on electronics and the pharma
industry. President Trump has said that he
plans to slap tariffs on pharma ‘that have
never been seen before'. India’s $9-10
billion pharma exports of generics (in about
$87 billion of total exports to US) are under
acloud.

Agriculture and dairy tariffs are justified
for livelihood reasons and allowed under
WTO rules. It is unfair for the US to cavil at
India’s farm duties, when its farming is
cleverly subsidised to evade WTO scrutiny.
Nor can food safety standards be wished
away. The US has for long pursued the
relaxation of intellectual property rights,
specifically Section 3 (d) of the Patents Act
that restricts evergreening, There is no case
now for relenting on their terms. Enforcing
standards on medical devices is borne out
by the recent history of faulty hip
transplants. India could, however, buya
reasonable sum of oil and gas and cut levies
on less consequential products such as
alcohol and some exotic fruits. The auto
sector, which has matured under protection
for long, can bear a duty cut. India needs to
play for time in these talks, amidst huge
protests that have broken out against the
Trump government. Whether the US
relents on its tariffs and other steps, amidst
global and local retaliation, remains to be
seen.

OTHER VOICES.

Ginitian

Donald Trump’s tariff ultimatum

When Donald Trump nthe

he declared “Liberation Day”, promising to stand up for Msin Street.
Whether that pladge will be fulliad & moot. He wil declare wetory ether
wity. What the US president offered was not just an economic programme,
but an imperial cne. Mr Tmnpslulj: ifit exists, lies in the 397-page report
on "Yoreigr Its message is
bru&ysrrv{ryuum:yu‘lyuu goads ta Walmart shoppers, but only if you
Iet US cloud services hoaver up your data, US media flood your screens and
US tech monapolies operate an thee terrms - nat yours, TikTok is the test
case for Trumps's pltform nationalism: only US hrms may mine data, reap
profits and rul Acne-week anda fbricated
nnwlmgemyhybarelhelhuuud"vmg Mr Trump's agends oo,

ERCE AR

THE YOMIURI SHIMBUN

Move Will Destroy Free Trade
This is an outrageous move that will destroy the free trade system that has
been the driving force behind the development of the global economy since
the end of World War Il LS. President Dorald Trump's high-tari#f policy, which
focuses solely on his y's interests, i |
Japan must work with the European Union and other mumnes and regions to
strongly demand the United States withdraw the policy. Since the end of
World War Il, the United States has led the free trade system, taking the
initiative by lowering tariffs to help develop the global economy and also
playing a role in having democracy take root. This is an astonishing situation in
which Washington will significantly overturn that policy. roen, wes «

The certainty of ‘uncertainty’

World trade is likely to shrug off the Trump tariff tremors and find a new equilibrium. But when is the big question

LINE&
LENGTH.

TCA SRINIVASA RAGHAVAN
he Big Bang has come and
gone. The uncertainty is
over. Actually, however,
there was none because
everyone knew an increase

in Amer duti i

Everyone also knew it would be by
whnzm amount each country was
imports from the US, you
know that rtclpmal thing 'h'ump had
announced.
Hence my question: if everyone
kmleS per cent of everything that's
hp?en, ‘where’s the
So uncertainty was a big
It wn like knowi 'd get wet
met was poured mm"g y:u =
As things have turned out, the impaort
dnxluhmlnmdbutno(b\‘asmud\
aswas that
formula, In terms of consumer theory.
that's the equivalent of ‘consumer
", It accrues when 1y less for
mh)gm you'd m};m lingto

ml’hcblgqumllonmwlsbybw much
American demand will shrink as a direct
consequence of the higher im|

duties. Aqrmblythulsthe unx:!taimy
that everyone was worried about.

But even this is not correct. Whether
or not demand shrinks depends on both
price and income elasticities of different
things. We know this from our direct
experience in India since 2014 because
the Modi government has done euctlv
what the Trump g

LABOUR ISSUE. The US’ lack of semi-skilled workers will hit Trump’s plans of a manuhclwlng boomuures

d for by higher effic
becmseglub-l trade now is simply too
big. Even margins will recover.

always in economics, while you can work
out the what, you can't work out the
when.

There is a very strong reason for this:
import substitution doesn't work if a
country won't make structural changes
qut&lv Again, India knows this from its

since 1957 when it started its

nameiy increued |mpan dlmn The

|mpun mmmngpohde- and fnlcd 0

andMnmmhsdnnelxm(memke

Have higher import duties reduced
Indian demand? Not that you'd notice.
And in spite of income growth having
been slow.

Have they caused higher inflation?
Definitely not because there are other
far more powerful drivers of inflation.
‘The contribution of higher duties is
negligible.

ANEW EQUILIBRIUM

What is certain, | would say therefore, is
that world trade will shrug off this whole
episode and find a new equilibrium
that's not very different from the old
one, Higher import costs will get

ﬁnu\chl and labour markets, It still
hasn't.

As far as America is concerned, it has
two structural problems that go back at

America has plenty of
both skilled and unskilled
labour but hardly any
semi-skilled labour that
large scale manufacturing
needs. Import substitution
via higher tariffs isn't going
to solve this problem

least 75 years. One is an abundance of
technology-embedded capital which is
not accompanied by the required
increases in semi-skilled labour.

This has pushed up its wage bills and
sent manufacturing investment
outwards. China has also seen this
happen in recent years but unlike the US
it hasn't been constrained by the value of
its currency. It's been able to offset
higher s in China by keeping its
cu%-ren?e m\demlmdﬁ dollg:"gmu
Not by as much as it used to a decade ago
but quite a bit undervalued nevertheless.

THE STRUCTURAL ISSUE
The other problem stems from whlt
knew but

1953 Leontief Paradax, which said that
despite being a labour scarce.
America was exporting labour intensive

th

This finding was later refined — or
refuted if you like — by saying highly
skilled labour was capital! Defence
equipment is a good example of this.
There are many others.

lnthe tabour rmrkﬂ conmxt America
h fboth sk

&

labour that large scale mum{nnurilg
needs, Import substitution via hi
tariffs isn't going to solve this pr

Sowhy would anyone invest ln
America if the right kind of semi-skilled
labour isn't there? | mean, isn't this what
has happened to India? We started this
atmanirbhar thing without fixing the
l::ourmpplyupeﬂ and it simply hasn’t

Let me say this differently.
of how much you ﬁddlewit.hthphu
taxes, tariffs, subsidies and so on, in the
end, you have to fix your labour market.
Can America do it? Not without
importing semi-skilled labour.

GLOBAL MEANS WHAT?
The western hemisphere has, for nearly
200 years, thought its problems are
global problems. The same thing is being
projected again now. But in today’s
world willa recession in the US lead to
global output shrinking? It hasn't for the
last 40 years.

To sum up, Trump’s protectionist
foreign trade y won't result in more
investment and jobs in the USanda

hbuurbu!hudlyln)'uml-:kdled

there won't be as horrible as is
being made out. This isn't the 1930s,

FY26 may see indifferent credit, deposit growth

An ambience of US-induced global turmoil is likely to impact credit and deposits, giving rise to some challenges

e mistake of relying on walk-in deposits. between India and US but also between
Manas R Das Many bank CEOs have started exhorting India and other jurisdictions with which
their staff to mobilise deposits. Indiais negotiating Free or Bilateral
wo events that have occurred 'l‘hemmllbesomtcmnpedﬂon from Trade ents, one cannot say
recently can p the g *s small savings schemes which industries will be affected and
the Indian banks' business mbnnkdzpollu,urhe government has which not, besides to what extent.
during 2025-26. kept interest rates on the former ‘Trade credit, both for exports and
First, on April 2, the Trump unchu\ggdat least for 2025-26 Q1. im) , will likely be hit.
Administration unleahed the so-called the stock market turbulence, lowever, the ‘personal’ loans
‘trade war' across the world. thecomlnulngfum of the middle segment will remain resilient due to
Second, many commercial banks have  classes, especially via Systematic increased ‘disposable’ income. The
either reduced their deposit rates or Investment Plans (SIPs), would March 2025 revisions in the Priority
annulled their ‘special’ itschemes  compete with bank deposits. In fact,a Sector Loans guidelines by the RBI
of the previous year, even before Apeil 9 large section of the middle class has got BANKS. Credi -De.‘ would increase credit flow to housing
when the RBI's Monetary Policy used to the current market volatility, ERCUNpRe s and renewable energy sectors.
G is scheduled which they believe is more dueto Despite ascension of gold price, the
their decisions on the policy rates. The external factors. remit money to them. The same would demand for gold as a safe haven asset
elevated rates were reportedly But inflation, if not controlled, would ~ happen ifinflation in US worsens. would continue, along with gold loans
compressing the banks’ Net Interest playarole as it erodes not only the may have to meet the retail demand.
Margln (NN) mnng::;p.dq but also the ‘real’ return  deposit shortfalls from such factors Demand for educational loans will
consi from deposits. :hruuy- wholesale deposits like CDs, as depend on two opposing factors. Due to
dzcelenmd durlngmu 25 desplm Among other negative factors, observed in 2024-25. While the formeris  the unecmlmy in US, the demand for
interest rates may many IT low-cost and stable, the latter isn't. “‘overseas’ educational loans will
tothe preceding years. This led banksto md IT-enabled services have already Therefore, the RBI may consider dampen. However, since these students
tap the Certificates of Deposit (CDs) as gynlfndurlngmzs -26. rvmovhngdepomlmunncccm‘ will now study in India, the demand for
also (infrastructure) bonds markets. "ﬁumpmi for CDs as the REI “‘domestic’ educational loans will
One of the positive factorsthatwould ~ unem situation. Deposit Refurms cor lingly rise, Ny i
shape medcp':;k growth trajectoryin Amm RBI's survey on ( lt;;)).mdlhe premium saved assets in the educational loans panfoﬂo
2025-26 include rising per capita inward remittances for 2023-24, US therefrom be given asadditional interest  of banks may aggravate.
‘disposable’ income, consequent upon emerged as the topmost source of to retail depositors. We expect loans growth to be modest,
substantial income tax relief providedin  remitrances to India. However, Thus, we expect deposit growth to and this, in turn, may discourage banks
this 's Bus Add to this the hikes uent massive layoffs and increase in 2025-26, albeit modestly. 1o accelerate their it growth, given
eﬂecty:’dr in Dmmmn mwm Us, rmkanee‘) S may i no systemic Hquidmtgm b
Allowance/Deamess Relief for the reduce in 2025-26. On the contrary, CREDIT GROWTH The credit-deposit ratio may remain
central government probably, many parents, whose wards In general, uncertainties surround the unchanged in 2025-26
employees/pensioners. are studying in US but wouldn't be able credit demand during 2025-26 due to the
her, are expanding their to pursue Optional Practical Trainingor  global tariff imbroglio. So long as the ‘The writer ksa former senkor econamist, SBL Views
physical network and amending their internship during vacations, have to situation doesn't stabilise not only expressed are personal
@ BELOW THE LINE
impact the US edthat his started doing the rounds, Who's next?
countries? Ordy time willtel. daughter was too nave and missing The image went vira, shaking the Senior B9 leader Nainar Nagendran,
When greed rules out good returns. As loversin  an MLA from Tirunelved, has
NPCI officials recently conductedan  theysay, locks lke greed moftenthe  Tefangana Scares P far
awareness sesson sround digity bggest cause of people gettng handies shared it and blamed the the post of Tamil Nadu BJP
fnancial frauds at Chennai, and the scammed. Revanth Reddy government for president. This cames after the
team shared a very nteresting case Al trouble for Cong govt destroying the lung space’ of current president K Annamalai
that they encountered recently. A Oflate, the Co s government is Hyderabad. stated that he was not in the race for
DR TR More tn mn::yd,aamummw-zuu 'xr\xzh‘lﬂwwf?wg students, Evy:n beforeCongressactivitsand ~ the top post
cometiamas i father vistedthe N°Clofficesin retired employees, farmers, and the it's g from the Thevar community,
Mumbai recently. Opposition parties. But the most generated by Al the ‘damage had in2017 Nagendran left the AADMK
ler lady pary y nge has been done. No amount of to join the BUP, Since then, his rise in
While there was no dearth of officials father that explanation stopped peaple from the party has been steep. Some of
experts’ apricn and reaction on the “attractive investmert scheme”  During the thick of protesss against sharing & Even after the Supreme the ather names doing the rounds
Trump tariff, Nilesh Shah, Managng ~ that he had an h Courtsteppedintostopaltheland  for the top past include Vanathi
Director of Kotak Mahindra Asset WhatsApp and was beng asked to 400 acres at Kanch: there, the photo Srinivasan, and former president L
Management Company, by far had dtobe T hub, a phota witha continues to be shared and reshared Murugan. Adecision is likely to be

the best cryptic commert.

"Picture Abhi Baki hai" (picture has

nat finished yet). Wil the tariff

true But lhehllﬂ ddml seemto
even trust the officials who work on

Flock of peacocks running far cover

onsocil meda Do the ruling parties

inthe age the

countering such UPY

PpO
confront?

taken next week on who will lead the
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Making It a Bit More
American, Apple’s Pie

But outcomes intended by Trump less likely

Applemay have beaten Trump-tariffs for a few months by
cranking up production in Asia. It reportedly shipped fi-
ve planeloads of iPhones and other products from India
to the US late last March to avoid new tariffs. But Apple's
next moves will be closely watched. The tech giant has
large manufacturing bases in countries hit hardest by
‘Liberation Day' and its reciprocal tariffs, such as China
(54%), Vietnam (46%), and India (26%). Impact of US ta-
riffs on China alone could squeeze the company’s gross
margin by around 9%, reckons global investment bank
Citl. The iPhone-maker, however, hasa few options to les-
sen the impact. It could lobby Trump Inc for the exemp-
tion it enjoyed when Trump L0 had imposed tariffs on
China. This course may be difficult now that Trump-ta-
riffsaredirected atalarger groupof UStradingpartners.

Apple could also move its production among countries

that secure preferential terms in ne-

’ gotiations with the US. The issue with

thisapproach is it involves a high deg-

ree of uncertainty over how trade ne-

" gotiations progress. Besides, Apple’s

supply chains in Asia are not at simi-

larstagesof development, It will requ-

ire extra effort to disengage from Chi-

nese vendors, Alternatively, Apple can commit, as it has
done, to additional i inthe US. It has d

rated its ability to scale up production in overseas bases

and can reasonably be expected to post similar gains

with domestic manufacturing. The constraint here wo-

uldbesupply of low-skilled labour in the USas it ratchets

up thedrive against (illegal) immigration.

Apple will probably exercise a combo of options 'w:ni
lable to it, lessening the likelihood of outcomes i !
by Trump. China will remain a significant manufactu-
ring base for the tech giant. Emerging bases like India
will fare according to how well their governments negoti-
ate concessions from reciprocal US tariffs. Apple will al-
$0 raise US investment in design and marketing, the
high-value buckets in its production chain. Net result wo-
uld trim the share of offshore contract manufacturing.

In BIMSTEC, India’s
A Bigger Stakeholder

India h.u uvmx-d up. The B.mukok Bimstec summit last week
f anew Bay of Beng-

nlm\mu m Asthe reglon's largest economy. India has an im
portant role to make Bimstee work, A yearafter the charter ca-
me intoforce, focus is onconnectivity, security and trade. New
Delhi has rolled up its sleeves, announcing 20 initiatives. This
suggests it'll do its part to ensure Bimstec is not just another
rogional BRICS in the wall

India is committed to its strategic involvement in the Indo-Pa-
cific region, of which Bay of Bengal countries are key Its pre.
sence in Bangkok, swift post-earthquake assistance to Myan-
mar, bilaterals with Thailand and Sri Lanka, and conversa-
tions on the sidelines with Bangladesh
and Myanmar — including the deft hand-
ling of Muhammad Yunus' controversial
remarks on India’s northeast states — un
derscores that India has matured to play
prime, but notoverbearing, convener. Chi
na is the elephant in the room — especial-
ly given geopolitical volatility Beijing’s
continued forays in the neighbourhood, and provocative of
forts to present China-India as a zero-sum game, This is more
than focused engagement and well-meaning high-minded talk,

Zeroing inondigital and energy connectivity for regional de-
velopment, enhancing physical connectivity maritime focus
for security and openness of the Indian Ocean, connecting
UPI and payment systems of member states, exploring local
curtency trade... India is finally upping its game. Defence,
energy and other agreements with Sri Lanka also underscore
this. Its efforts in South Asia, the wider Bay of Bengal region

and, earlier, | Aska giveanew impetusto its‘Neigh-
bourhood First' and Act East’ policies. Reassuring, indeed.

In 2025, are we quarrelling over whether
the law should be selectively applied?

‘Wakf Ne Kiya, Kya

The Edit Page
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In the face of implications of Trump-tariffs yet to be known, MPC should preferably ‘do nothing'

n Mahabharata, Dhritrashtra's
charioteer Sanjoya was granted
“divyadrishti’ (divine sight), the
ability to see what was happen-
ing on the Kurukshetra battief
ek far away Today, as his Zist-oentury
namesake RBI governor Sanjay Mal-
hotra presides over the MPC's Sday
meet this week, one hopes that he, too,
is blessed with divya v]rwm Butof a
1

No need to change tracks

ths befi

that

tant events — distant in time, mlher

than space — as e malls over the futu

e course of monetary policy
o

Uw mn impact of Tmmxn “kind recth
procal tariffs’ s known, Are these ‘ne-
sotiating tactics’ that will be reversed

ipport? Or
should RBI's MPC train its guns on in-
flation? He knows that growth, by its
very nature, frvours the lives over the
havenats, while price stability helps
the poor, without hurting
therich

In a country like
India, where the
number of the poor
s still large, though |
declining, the choi
ce for any MPC fa
cod with a growth:
inflation trac-

no-
brainer: It must always be to put infls.
tion first, That is the “swadharma’ of
every central bank.
So, faced with the uncertainty un,
Jeashed by Trump's ‘Liberation Day’
tariffs ralsed across the board, what sh.
ould MPC do? The straight answer: for
now, donothing The MPC meet comes
Jess than & week after Trump's anno-
uncement, when the implications, on
both inflation and growth, are largely
in the realm of conjocture,

once PO blink? Or are they
intendod to remain in place for the
long haul? Either case, thelr immedia
te impact will be inflationary Growth
will show down. too, but aver the medi-
um-to Jong term.

No wonder contral banks of advan-
oud ecomomies like US Fed, Bank of

cutting rates: ‘'When there are

S0 many cross-currents, | think
there's a level of inertia where
you just say. ‘Maybe I'll

stay where | am."

England, Bank of Japan and People’s
Bank of China opted to mark time at
their latest rate-setting meetings. To be
surv, Fed chair Jerome Powell is on re.
cord that the inflationary impact of ta-
riffs Is likely to be transitory”. Despite
that, the Fed chose to stay put on rates
at its last meeting.

Also, remember; the Fed chalr had
repeatedly termed post-Covid price ri
so as ‘transitory’, though it proved to
be anything but. Unfortunately, many

bou
ght into his story with the result
that the world had tocontend with
oneof the fastest and sharpest ra.
te hikes in recent history o get
prices back under control
Should MPC fall into the same
trap as before and see the price
impact of tardf hikes as ‘transi
tory”, knowing full well the sum.
mer months always see an uptick
in ml\m.ion’ Should it allow isedf

is always higher in summer, and so re-
tail inflation will move up in the com-
Ing months. Add to that the inflathona.
1y impact of retaliatory tariffs — abo-
ut which there s no doubt — and both
coreand food inflation will rise.

For MPC, the governor and his new-
Iy appointed deputy governor Poonam
Gupta, staying put on rates should be a
wee bit essler; since — barring a bried
;wm in Noveinber 2024, whvn both

TAPRIL 2025 | WWW.ECONOMICTIMES COM

THE SPEAKING TREE

ToKnow Ram,
Know Self

ULLHAS PAGEY
In the cacophony of modern 1ifo,

the FM S od
out mlmrmu-umnm:m Golhas
(rightly) maintained a studious silen
ceon interest rates in recent months,
This is quite unlike the US, where
‘Trump has been ropeatedly badgering
the Fed to lower rates. But to the Fed's

wrer pass
waver, Ramnavnl illuminates
the path of dharm, the cosmic
order that sustains the universe.
“The story of Ram Is a metaphy
sical blueprint for livinga life of
Integrity. Hisextle to the forest is

crvdit, P ¥
Iinterest rates steady at its last meeting

"'Mm

see the price
Impact of
tariff hikes as

‘transitory’,
knowing full
well the
summer
months always
see an uptick
in inflation?

iy equity
rate cut — ostensibly on the zmumh
that growth needs a leg up, but truth be
tokd, only toensure markets gota ligui
dity-nduced bumpap? Or should it,
like a responsible contral bank, set the
tone and have markets follow?

Prior to Trump’s announcement,
mast conservative growth estimages pla.
ced India's growth in the range of 65
66%. S&P Global Ratings, which re-
ocontly revised India's real GDP growth

in For time ina
Tow, toa.

Sure, there 1 a view that higher tar-
Iffs constitute a oneoff supply shock,
and monetary policy authorities shou-
1d Jook through'’ themn. But the reality
is, we don't know as yet, RBI has alrea-
dy cutratesat ts last meeting in Febru
ary and has gone the extra mile, suffi
sing the system with liquidity

In such a scenarso, Malhotra could
mlw:ﬂuf n:ltgxf Powell's book and ros-

inartof detachme
nt. Hisunwawvering adherence to
s father’s word is o testament
tosanctity of promises.

Sita's abduction by Ravan sym
bolkses theft of the soul's purity
by forces of ego, desire and igno-
rance. Rum's triumph over Rav.
an reaffirms that righteousness
willalways prevall no matter
how beleaguered.

Ramnavimi is alson colebration
of the divine feminine, embod
e by Sita, Her ordeal in the Ash-
oka grove, unwavering faith in
Ram, and eventual trial by fire
are tostarments to the indomitable:
spiritof womanhood. Sita's story
exhorts us to recognise and hon.
our thedivine feminine in the
cosmicdance of creation, preser
vation and dostruction.

“The spiritual essence of Ram
navimi lies in itsability to inspire
introspection and transformati-
on, [t irvites us 1o Jook within and
align our lives with. prlm lnlm of

fovecast for FY26. did it by hair truth,
amere0.2 peroentage points — fromto  about not cutting rtes: ‘When there ness. Ram's life ks a testament to
B.7%t06.5%. S0, illta- y cross-currents, | think the- the idea that true fulfilment lies

ke a hit, consensus sugests it will re-
makn in the 6% range, among the high
est in the world.

Yies, going by the katest number for
March 25, inflation is lower: But this
overfooks the fact that the main driver
of inflation in India — food inflation

re'salevel of inertia where you just say.
“Maybe I'll stay wheve Lam,”

That makeseminent sense. RBI, too,
should keep its powder dry Wit and
watch, and act only when the fog lifts.
Remember that old saying, Act in has
te, repont at leisure™

—
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| | ciobst under-five mortaiity rate
OF THE DAY (USME) Is down by more than 6 Deaths per 1,000 live births
T S0% since 2000, according 10 a
I the States, | new UN report, This progress,
i however. has slowed in recent
student dreams hit the floor, years, The annusl rate of
Hu;y-nlmlul}uy walked | | reduction (in USM) is 42% lower
through the door. mmms-zusoc"mtmm
From lab bench lo chaik, ke SSith recuctionnes
They're blocked by | slowed by 53% between the
red tape shock, two periods. The risks remain
> i highest in sub-Saharan Africa
\:: they're Googling, and Southern Asia. Since 2000,  19%0 2
bl i 1ive OrCaRy TOGUTONDE
70%, and a neonatal mortality m
reduction of 61%. India Is P
— among the 52 countries of e st \ | Juenn 2
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Sowree: UN inter-Agency Grous for Chitd Mortality Estimation

(CHINA WAS SUPPOS!I] 10, REACT)

Healthy to Get Personal

tecommunities. Efforts are underway
toenhance training for frontline health
workers and lmmm- supply chains for

roeof accuracy By recognising subtie
patterns in scans that may be missed by
the human eye, they can alert doctors to

lobile

MELODY FOR
MONDAY

Chariols of Fire
Vangelis

formative for

clinieal insigh

not inaccumulating external
possessions but in cultivating
inner virtues.

In the words of Tulsidas, “To
know Ram is to know the Self, to
love Ram is to Jove the Self and
tosorve Ram is toserve the Self”

[ Chat Room |

Best Worstseller:
Mein Trumpf

Apropos the news report, “US Fir-
e Starting Gun, Implesments 10%
Turiff” (Apr 6), the fears created
by Trump-tariffs have been well
articulated by Singapore PM on
behalf of small states. Everyth-
Ingat the moment & ina flux. As-
suming multiple tariff wars go
Off. they will likely get settled in
about 6months through moecha.
nisms such as bilateral treaties,

e, Hopefllly in the interregrum,
the US woudd not move intoa
deep recession, Those talking
about India’s insularity heve not
done their homework. Already;

India’s trade deficit with China
is karge, and the recont warming
upol China needs to be read in
the context of Trumptariffs on
China. India noeds to watch its
step with both the economic pow-
erhouses, the US and China,
Angnra Venkata Girifa Kumar
Chennai

It seemms we are going tos

cea global trade war without an
anchor. as was experienced in
1900, It mary be recalled that, in
1560, the then-US president had
raised tariffs ina very aggressi

sy
vans, telemedicine platforms and door  fest. Likewise, Al chatbots and triage Groek composer Vingelis' mu- vemannet under the Smoot Haw'
to-door awareness campaigns must be-  systems are helping to asse sic i ley Act M0 that converted the
come the norm. and suggest possible causes (nreal time,  real. His finest works are, in- angoing global recession lnto the
Naresh Trehan Avushman Bharat, Fit India Moveme.  casing the burdenon xknms dheed, goosebumyrs- lmﬁrim sread Depressi-
ntand Swasth B But b I onof 1952 The
preventive health and wellness. Also, the  ryday choloes ¥ lised medicine serious problem
Tailoring healthcare toan individual's  recent focus on climate sensitive disea:  emiphasises lifestyle as a key determi- ln hk lith'trnrkhthl-m s that Trump
unique blological makeup, lfestyleand  ses and mental health in national health  nantof health. This Inchud: ecislon hasateamol
perging ylevel  nutrition based on gut hmllhxmd meta of Fire'. It is mlhlnuuhqnd advisers who
While genetic testing mmmmm-nl o prevention. bolie profiling. amoder donot have the
plays arole, the future les in integra: » Precisely While, wn\ﬂin has pl:n\d .n-l mml.ul hm)lh tools that adapt to Tts synth-driven melodies QO b quEs-
ting health records, diagnostics and akey robe in this shift, pre pand patterns. These inter- wore groundbreaking, fusing tion his decisi
ore precise ne today ex bes DNA. uﬁ- e st ! 1} onsand, on the contrary are vehe
and proactive interventions. This ksn't styledata, P or nsur Itbegl- mently endorsing them, Wheth.
Justabout treating disease. [t's about digital health records and with il erTrumyp Ameri-

predicting and preventing it
» Get personal Heart disease risk can

tocreate personalised care pathways.
Gene tosting is nlmhﬂpmx pnvhd

now bepp
of technologies such as a polygenic risk
score — genetic test that indicates pre-

future risk,
vention. Tests like BRC. Alnnllllﬂ( A2
fior lmd nul ovarian cancer risk, and

yartery disease

1k anth

Government policles and collabora
tions with private sector will be §
trumental in scaling personalised and
preventivecare. Initiatives such as the
Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission have
already begun integrating pathent data

cagreatagain remadns to be seen,
but by announcing aggressive
tariff measures in such a hurri
ed manner, he will surely bring
stagflation in the US economy
Mahesh Notani

imaging data like coronary calcium — gon), m\dnlhrvrhumxlrn\aﬂuﬂ(hnl through health IDs, Newor initiatives lifting Indore
scoring clinical markers and lab inv- have been in use for decades thataid in -~ like National Health Stack and Ayush and
estigations. When these tools are used carly deteetion across various cancer msan Bhart Health Infrastructure Mis- inspi- Can We WOrk on
together, doctors can dentify highoisk  types, improve survival rates. §kmx\n-y1lmgllm~|w~ﬁxnimtlm ring bl
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mnlnn. till over h istic India’ of digitalheal  Inbtests and imaging toedectronicheal:  India spends less than 3% of GDPon the themeof the historical (:\;vr'») First, strengthen the bas
R
and governance of thIDs and hplatforms  threcords — flag abnormalities and pre-  health, a figure that must rise if weare sports ds Indlaand
properties. On Baes e assent areproviderstotra:  dic Wt 2 p through e (‘hmn Both countries should en-
ok and act upon, individual health indi- Take Al-powered radiology These tools  But scale br and, with it, k hance bilateral trade by reducing
tothe Mussalman Wakf (Repeal) Billand made it Law; it offi- cators in real time. This personalised s [ e " ] Vangel Yama- tarifts, simplifying customs pro-
cially became the latest political pifiata. Critics are swing- ch only t nt » Data privacy and security romain haCs. known s
Al 's nti Jim and t also the pathent’s oves ns. Robust s and u mutual safet
ing it efficacy but also the for I o al safi
In th o I work t guide . ! -
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cing audits — they find draconian measures. Yes, transpa-

Efforts must be made to democratise

i persanalised healtheare by integrating
rency andefliclency taso- these technologies into public health
O % \\qm\\ including primary health cen.
Ok, so the new provision of on wakl o program
board: Iy Wl \ me unit
a4 'lml- )xmllll workers and Al-driven diagnos-
ties must be adapted for underserved
Munllm mwlﬂnmwd ‘instant triple talaq’, populations.
Isn'tbr ibitof the law of Preventive healthcare offers a scalable
thelanday instead of using ofoct Specificmea
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mistrust at least among the Muslim citizenry —never mind
the knee-jerking politicians — could come in handy now.

Inc primary bealth
contres (PHCs), expanding Ayushman
Bharat health and wellness centres, and
leveraging telemedicine to reach remeo-

One foot in the future.

quality diagnostics and care. There is

electronic timbres, creating a
Sl inadie

P g need

theare
about early screening, nutrition, cean
alrand mental well- belng.

Ultimately, noamatnt of tech can rep-
lace the importance of a healthy lifesty
e Incivichusals st seill take charge of
their own health — through balanced

Working in his own studio

socurity and disaster manage-
ment. Regular military-to-mili
tary talks can enhance trust and
understanding. :\lm promote

allow:
q-un‘dm-mullhdﬂwmd

tour

les
mnnl\h n'hulumu( visa mm
ireme

tech
nmmmwhhrurm
sound he envisioned.

Buth lies in his

Inlrxuolrm ture. These mm»ulvs
can help New Delhi and Beljing

diets, physical activity st
ment and regular check-ups, Overcom.
|na(lmhnrmx isessential if weare

tery of layering. He used mul-
ti-track recording to layer dif-
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ipfor peace, stability prosperity
Aditya Kamble
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sed medicine for every Indian,
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CONTRAPUNTO
What's so bad about America putting tariffs on
countries who have tariffs on America? If tariffs are
50 bad why do they have them on us?
- JOEY

Who'll Grab Apple Pie

Will India or Vietnam nmkc the best of an iconic
American company’s supply chain woes?

Blnmlh::lh. For US stock after stock, that was the commonest

fate on Liberation Day. Apple, the world’s most valuable

company, saw its shares slide 16% over Thursday and Friday.
The April 2 tariffs have it In a pincer grip. China, which still
assembles about 8B0% of the about 220mn iPhones sold in a year, has
been hit with a 54% tariff. Analysts say this could mean a whopping
40% rise in iPhone prices, They are still lifting their jaws off the
ground after watching Trump knocking out American lcons like
this. Apple has to deal with this blow in a flattening smartphone
market. In {ts woes is the story of all businesses scrambling to rejig
their global supply chain in the stormy new tariffverse.

As TOI reported yesterday, the company has already made
“unusually high” number of shipments to US, from factories in
India and China. So it may be able to hold off a retail price hike for
a bit. India, which assembles around 15% of iPhones, has been

" hit with a 26% tariff. This is lower
than China's but way more than
companies planned for when they
started diversifying here, impelled
by Trump's first term and then by
Covid, India, however, saw limited
benefits from this China Plus
strategy compared to countries like
Vietnam. Factors ranging from

simplifying tax laws to proactively signing FTAs helped the others
pullaheadof us inexpanding theirexportshares, This timearound,
the stakes are even higher.

China’s now thrown retaliatory tariffs into the ring. “They
panicked - the one thing they cannot afford to do,” Trump said.
But our col today suggests that Wash will not be
engaging in tariff negotiations with China anyway. Between
them things are bound to get worse, Other countries hope to get a
happier hearing. Vietnam, hit with a 49% tariff, has talked to
Trump already, offering to pull down its own tariff wall altogether
in exchange for US softening. Vietham has a $123.46bn trade
surplus with US, compared to India’s $45.66bn. They will both do
what it takes to benefit from the strategic decoupling of US from

TRADE STOPS «£#&%2 WAR BEGIN
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TS NOT ABOUT WAQF

Protests are actually not about the new law at all. They are about a complete breakdown in trust
between govt and Muslims. GOl must take the initiative to rebuild trust, no law is up to this task

R Jagannathan

Last week, the Waqf Amendment Bill

2025 was passed after two marathon

daysof debate In both housesof Parlia

ment. There are now protests by some

Muslim organisations in different

-y partsof the country. Most opposition

partios are backing these protests, and some

opposition MPs have already petitioned the Supreme

Court agalnst the BIL It is possible that these protests

will fade out, but it Is equally possible that they will

linger on like the protests against the Citizenship
Amendment Act

Protesters say this legislation ks unconstitutional
since it tinkers with the rights guaranteed under
Article 26 of the Constitution, which gives any
religious group or denomination the right to “estab-

d maintain institutions for religious and

to manage its own affairs in

matters of religlon; to own and acquire movable and

Immovable property; and to administer such property
inaccordance with law."

GOI Justification for making changes to the
existing Waqf Act is that waql boards work non.
transparently, which has led to many legal tangles,

ally since boards could claim almost any pro-
aqf Land. Religlous and other properties
belonging to non-Muslims were also at stake. Plus
the Bill had support from segments of the Catholie
community too.
A press reloase posted by the minority affairs
ministry says: “While Waqgf propertios serve relighous
and charitable purposes, thelr management involves
legal, financial, and administrative responsibilities
that require structured governance. The role of wagf
boards and Central Wagf Council (CWC) Is not religious
but regulntory, ensuring legal compliance and safe
guarding public interest. By introducing checks and
b cos, empowering stakeholders, and improving
governance, the Bill sets a progressive d fair
framework for wagl administration in India."

But the real lssue ks not the Bill at all. It is the
nearcomplete breakdown of trust between GOI and
Inddiar’s second largest religlous community Question
is. how s it possible for any govt togovernand maintain
social harmony when this trust breaks down?
Remember CAA was not about Muslims in India
either, but managed to rile them anyway Today,
whether or not the Waqf Bill improves the governance
of waqf b dCWC, largesections of Muslimsare

China. If the April 2 tariffs stay sticky, it should be ad g
India. But the ifs are infinite. One thing that's certain is that
any smartphone manufacturing that moves to US is less likely tobe
done by Americans - than by their robots.

Corridor Of Death

Trump, Arab sheikhs and Hamas don’t care about
what Bibi's doing to Gazan Palestinians

s Netanyahumeets Trump today - theirsecond meetingsince
Trump returned to the White House - the situation in Gaza
¢ o be nearc hie, with more than 50,000
dead. Israel has resumed military operations in the Strip since
March 18, breaking a phase-1 ceasefire that had been in place since
Jan 19, That was a day before Trump took office. Since then Tel Aviv
has wanted to change the terms of the temporary truce according
to which Israel had to completely withdraw from Gaza and end the
war in exchange for Hamas releasing all remaining hostages. But
Israel now wants Hamas to continue releasing hostages without
any mmmllmmm(oolulhm(Iwmnﬂkl
. 1t's likely that Trump's return has embol-
dened Netanyahu, who now feels he has a
blank cheque from Washington to do as he
pleases in Gaza, And the conflict has certainly
provided political capital to Netanyahu,
helping him blunt his domestic challenges
and legal problems. Of course, Trump feels
he has to back the Israeli right-wing govt
because that is what his core MAGA base
wants, and because of the Jewish lobby's
influence in American politics. But Hamas
isn’t blameless either. It would have known that its Oct 7, 2023 attack
on Israel would have elicited a massive response against ordinary
Palestinians in Gaza. Yet it went ahead with the slaughter, most
likely with a green signal from its patrons, like those in Tehran,
Meanwhile, the Arab states, which now see Iran as a bigger
problem, appear to be half-heartedly concerned about the fate of
Palestinians, Therefore, neither Trump nor the Arab states are
putting credible restraints on Netanyahu. The free hand means Tel
Aviveould even deport twositting UK MPs who had come to Israel to
witness aid projects in the West Bank. As noone speaks for ordinary
Palestinians, Gaza Is turned intoa corridor of death.

Brothers Karma-zov

Bigger must have bigger stick, na?
Bachi Karkaria

Consider this land whose creeds, ethnicities and nose-shapes

were as multitudinous as the streams that enriched its mighty

rivers which then merged with humanity's boundless ocean,

Its family had lived harmoniously for countless generations,

‘Owner’s Pride. Nelghbour's Envy', But this exemplary

brotherhood was coming Increasingly unstuck. Instead of ‘We

are the world' it was more “Things fall apart, the centre cannot hold’. In fact,
centreoften didn’t want to,

Thus encouraged, Biggest Brother to start bossing over smaller siblings.

Yes )i, traditionally, even logally, he had greater rights to property and

decishon-making. But so far he'd been congenial, and not merely for the sake of

convinced that govt is out to get them, And no token
gesture, lke the Saugat-e-Modi kits glven to minorities

for Eid, 18 going toend this mistrust

This mistrust is being fanned by opposition parties,
which want to reap a block vote from the minorities in
future elections. But this s no different from saying
that BJP wants block votes h’um lllmlun If there is

south, which the Supreme Court sut on for more than a
decade, and then lobbed back to high courts - Modi
govt's lawyer backed the idea. But pereeptions cannot
e changed that easily.

For starters, GOI should open a dialogue with

mistrust, itmust b s going
change anything.

Madrass
habrastan

Waal se hai Hindustan

The untrusting state of affalrs cannot be ended wit
hout moves towards a broader dialogue with Muslims
(and Christians). But one must note that the underlying
mistrust is betwoen Hindus and minorities. GOl alone
cannot end it, even though it is widely presumed that it
is batting only for Hindu interests.

Consider the petitions asking for the release of
Hindu temples from state control, especially in the

P 2 the Wagl Bill. It can promise
to incorpornte any genuine demand that does not
mpact other ¢ rallowsa waqgf lap
Into misgovernance,

But what must follow s a broader dialogue bet

ween Hindu and Muslim organisations, where each

y lays out itsgr

clearly. Agreements can be reached on the basis of
giveand take, Issues can range from cow protection to
control of lynch mobs, recognition of Islamic loono
clasm, namaz on the streets, and the ethleal Himits to
relighous conversion activithes. It is pointiess to beliove
that law alone |wnnuuh to deal Mlh abreakdown of
trustwh

wounds of pmllﬁlml rvln'llmulh-r-nlul

There is also & need for Muslims to introspect
about why the community is 5o resistant to reform.
Why does a community of more than 200mn - the
third largest in the world - see itself asa vietim inany
and every situation,

Additionally, Muslims in India cannot prosume
thist anly what happens (o minorities in India matters;
thelr support for minorities in two nelghbouring
countries also matters. Many Hindus did not appreciate
Muslim opposition to CAA. The Nehru-Liaquat pact
was indirectly about ensuring this cross-country sup-
portto minorities, How can pluralism be protected in
India, If the same cannot be protected in Pakistan,
Bangladesh or even Kashmir Valley?

More importantly, if demography is changing in
many states (Assam, Kerala, parts of Bengal and UP),
It is the emerging Muslim majority in these regions
that needs to reassure Hindus and other minorities
about safety and security

In India, majorities are legally decided state
wise. But the average district in India has over 2mn
population, and the largest district had a population
of more than imn - Thane, now bifurcated, in 2011
Logal dotermination of majority and minority
becomes irvelevant in areas where all communities
feel unsafe,

The issue, to repeat, is not the Wagf Bill. It is the
growing mistrust between two communities, And the
process of healing this rift must begin with GOl taking
the Initiative. Ultimately, the two communities concer:
ned must work out a way to Hive in amity on the basis of
compromise and goodwill, Mistrust cannot be left only
tothe law tofix.

Trade Isn’t Why Trump Tariffed China

Washington is locked in a major power competition with Beijing. So, import duties on
Chinese goods have no room for negotiation. Other countries can still work with America

Satoru Nagao

With Trump slapping reciprocal tarifts
‘\, . on significant US trading partners,
and a 10% baseline tariff on almost all

64 countries, markets across the world
‘ are in turmoll. Japan was hit with 24%

! tarlff and s planning to invest more
Colummist based  both in US and In the domestic market
in Tokyo to counter the impact. Tokyo hopes

this will be an efTective way to persuade
Trump tosoften the tariffs.

But the USChina trade war, In particular, has
sharply accelerated. In Feb, US imposed 10%
tariff on all products imported from China. In
March, it added another 10%, China had respon.
dod to this by raising 15% tarlff on coal and LNG
from US, and 10% on American oll, agricultural
and farm machinery, and large-engine cars. In
March, China also ralsed 10:16% tariffs on agri-
cultural products from US.

But things erupted into & full blown trade war
last week when US imposod 34% tariff on China,
MY hiton Cl
n nlmmnnu B54%. China hit back by Im[-mlm! Iln
own 3% tariff on US exports.

The trade war escalation betweon US and
China was bound to happen. For, in US, competi
thon Is the main factor or ising soclety.
Such competition culture is also reflected In US
diplomacy. And over the last 260 years, US has
won all competitions and not allowed any of its rivals,
Including Germany, Japan, and the erstwhile Soviet
Union, tosurvive. This reinforoed US pre-eminence in
the global order.

Buttoday, US Is worried about losing Its superpower
status. From a competition perspective, other countries,
Including China, have boen grow ing faster than US under
the global free trade regime. Therefore, Washington
belleves If US continues with the same policies, in the
near future, It will lose its leading status as the only

superpower in the world. So what should US do? It
needs to change the current global free trade regime
now. And this is what is being reflected in the Trump
administration’s MAGA programme,

Instead of & multinational framework to protect
global free trade, Trump's diplomatic style is bilateral
negotiations to seek a deal by using intimidation.
And as last week's reciprocal tarifTs showed, almost no
country is safe,

Howover, even within this lrnmr-vmrk China is a

resumed tarlffson Canada and Mexico, but it increased
tariffs on China again,

Inddeed, in the case of China, the same situation
played out several times when Trump was president
from 2006 to 2020, From this perspect ive, tariffs on China
and tariffs on other countries are different. Tarlffs on
China are non-negotiable, and tariffs on other countries
areanegotlating tool. This may alsoexplain why China
was the only country to immediately retallate against
the US reciprocal tariffs - Beljing has little scope for

special case. Because Chi ntry that has
the potential to win the mmwnuon with US. There
fore, the Trump administration s using two types of

tarifls. One for Chinaand one for the rest of the world. For
oxample, the White House initially announced increa.
sed tariffs on Canada, Mexico and China for the same
reason and at the same time. Then, it postponed impo-
sing tariffson Canada and Mexico in Feb because it was
negotiating with these two countries. This means that
tariffs on Canada and Mexico are negotiating tools.
However, at that time the Trump administration
Incroased tariffs on China even though It postponed
Increasing tariffs on Canada and Mexico. In March, US

The trade war is actually a tool of competition for
national security with Ching, When China has enough
money, it can rapidly modernise its military
China’s wealth also allows it to invest a great deal
of money in smaller countrios; the small countries’

HowsC

¥
In those countries, Countries with huge Chinese
investment (and debt) are hesitant to criticise
Chinn. Thus, if the trade war reduces China's
income, it s the right way to deal with Beljingasa
competition tool,

What should other countries do? US is still the
most influential country todecide the rules of glo
bal trade. Those who adjust to the new situation
will be the winners of the new global economic
situation

In this regard, countries may do well to create
distance with China’s economy. If the US-China
competition escalates, countries that trade with
China will be affected deeply. And if US wins
this competition, the Chinese economy will be a
sinking ship. We should not be a passenger. Secondly,
if other countries cannot rely on China. they need
to find alternative markets and supply chains,
Promoting the domestic market and diversifying
supply chains will be a matter of priority. We must
realise that now is the time of competition of great
powers, And being Aexible in the face of headwinds
willbe the key to success.

The weriter isa mon-resident fellow at the Hudson Institute
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Ashtavakra Gita 1.3

Ram Accepted Everyone Equally

B Purushartha
he ddea of Ram is unparalleled in
Its character; contribution,
am has been

ac

understood in multiple w Formany,

Ram isa historical man, but for some,

Ram means good qualities, and the

Ram-Ravan war ks an inne

between good and evil
Ram 1s 8o ingrained in Indian ife

sotups. Ram

andc weallaccept him, He
I8 Ishtdev for bellevers of a personal god
(like Tulasi) but also dear to believers of

outsid

familial unity He was act a big hearted guy, more like allembracing
philosophy than righd religion. But to quote Yeats again, ‘All this has changed,
o Changed utterly
M) First, Biggest Bro put his foot down when a sibling wanted to
mar man of her own cholce. Only because he'd quite baselessly
[ — ensnared naive behna, Hiscohorts ganged up and hounded the
n hapless couple to death.
@FratiCa  'Then he dictated what everyone should eat. Or not eat
e § |00 the Larger family had diverse Hkes, this deprived some
mombers of thelr regular food, and occasionally even Hvelihood
Christmas, ‘midnight mass’ lost its raison d'ére by being shifted to 9pm
Another brother has been most affected. ‘1 his March 14, his holy h ded
with Biggest Bhaiya's bolstorous fost in UP and elsewhere, Smaller
played safe and postponod jumima p Iggor finished play ing Holl
Last week saw two onslanghts. An uncharitable bill on most put g s
publicspaces, and meatoutof biryani in Blggest Brostates. Since his ‘pure veg'
fostival had begun, 'No slaughter within 500 metres of place of worship’, This
amounted to blanket ban sinoe every corner now boasts a shrine,
As it must, no? Doesn’t everyone belleve that God must be everywhere?
woe

decided that not any pyeruyar, but impurely ulterior motives had

Eat, love, so of course pray was pushed on the ban-wagon. One Mumbal

charities, And, double festive-spoller whammy. Eid namaz was forced out of its
Alee Smart sald: “TarlfY pe tariff. Trade justice denled.”

an imper 1 god (1ike Kabir),

Ram Rajya is synonymous with the
Ideal rule. and Ram-Baan with the
Infallible tool. ‘Hey Ram' Is the most
wsed sigh of theoppressed, He is an
{deal son, brother and friend. While
questions are raised about Ram as a
husband, Ram and Sita are consldered

order:

1o be the perfect couple. In the Hindi
belt, majority of martiage songs are
based on Ram. Ram is a common name
for many people, and Ram-Ram lsa
standand groeting in rural and sem) rural

our daily life that our everyday
discourse cannot be without
using the word ‘ram’

Ram ks not limited to elite
class but worshipped by
innumerable deen-dukhi
people, including those
ahmanical
gati jog birag
Jatan karl nahin pavat
munijnani/So gat det gldh Shabrl
kahan prabhu bahut jiya jani™
easily gives that to the downtrodden
which is unattainable by high priests.
His popularity cutting across caste, e
croed, religion and geographical

boundaries is a puzzle for many who
wish tosee India through a narrow lens,
But how did Ram attain such status
and Importance? Not Just because he is
anavatar, Ram ls ina (llllmvnl league.

fought with the high and mighty
Ravan, Indra, Jayantand Bali. Ram's
fight was notonly for his wife, but it
was for the oppressed. He avowed in
AtriMuni Ashram torid the world of

Issuch an integral part of This

rifice  opp s
Whil y cultures and civilisa.

or
and progi

unparal

by him. Ram's sacrifice ks
lod, and tapasya is
( Tong and painful, Despite
'. being worthy and powerful,
¥4 hoshuns the kingrdom for his
futher's wish. Being truthful
to his vow, he never took

THE SPEAKING TREE comfort from royal patronage

during vanvaas, He accepted

thons assign the law giving role to the
wealthy and powerful, India assigns
this role to the wise and tapasvi, who are
beyond material pursuits, Ram is the
Ideal person tatlor-made for this role,
and he ensures that he does so while
remaininga lifelong tapasvi - Ram
tapasel raja. That s why Allama

Iqbal writes: “Hal Riam ke wajood pe
them.

ever q I

ko nonz/ Ahle-nazar

Ram Ram led peopl

Many felt sorry for Ahilya, but
only Ram worked for her social
pptance. Only Ram wopt for his
wife. For setting the new maryada, he

majhte hain s ko Imam-e- Hind"
India is proud of Ram, wise consider
him spiritual guide of India
The teriter is folnt scretary, DEA, Ministry
of Finance, GOL Views are personal
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Editor’s

Building Bridges
with Sri Lanka

Prime Minister Modi's landmark visit to Sri
Lanka signals new era in bilateral ties

India and Sri Lanka share a common history and geography. The two
nations through their and Aftera
brief period of lull, they are once again enjoying good relations. This was
evident during Prime Minister Modi's recent visit to the island nation.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi's three — day visit to Sri Lanka from April 4

to 6 has marked a significant milestone in Indo-Lankan relations, as both

nations inked key agreements across defence, energy, and economic sec-
tors, laying a robust foundation for deeper regional cooperation and mutual
growth,

Modi's visit comes at a crucial time for Sri Lanka, which is still grappling
with the aftershocks of its 2022 economic crisis. In a strong message of
regional solidarity, India announced fresh grant assistance worth LKR 2.4
billion for developmental projects in Se Lanka's eastem provinces. The
Prime Minister India’s steadfast
Colombo’s economic recovery. Prime Minister Modi, in a joint statement
with Sei Lankan President Anura Kumara Dissanayake, said that India has
converted loans worth $100 million into grants, and that the India- S

Lanka bilateral debt- will give relief and
hedp to the people of Sri Lanka.

One of the most notable outcomes of the visit is the first-ever compre-
hensive defes between the two countries. The

landmark deal will see enhanced military collaboration, including struc-
tured knowledge exchange programmes, tri-services training, high-level
dialogues, and joint research in defence technology. India already provides
specialised training to around 750 Sd Lankan military personnel annually,
and both nations frequently engage in joint exercises. The new agreement
this signalling a strateg
in the Indian Ocean Region. Given the histarical backdrop of the Indian
Peace Keeping Force (IPKF) operations in Sei Lanka during the late 1980s,
the reflects a mutual forward and foster
trust through collaboration.

A secand major highlight of the visit was the signing of an agreement to
connect the electricity grids of India and S Lanka, enabling energy trade
between the two countries. This is set to be a game changer for energy
security and in the region. Further coop-
eration, a strategic agreement between India, Sri Lanka, and the United
Arab Emirates was signed to develop Trincomalee as a regional energy hub.
This initiative aligns with India’s broader *MAHASAGAR" vision, which seeks
1o ensure peace, prosperity, and partnership across the Indian Ocean
Region. India’s role in co-chairing the Official Creditors Committee for Sri
Lanka, coupled with its $4 billion lifeline during the height of the island's
crisis, has been instrumental in paving the way for IMF support. Modi's
announcement of reduced interest rates on Sri Lankan debt and the conver-
sion of previous loans into grants highlights a commitment not just to
recovery, but to long-term economic stability.

Strategic concens also featured in the discussions between the two
leaders. Modi @atitude to President for
India's security interests — especially in light of previous tensions over the
docking of Chinese research vessels at Sri Lankan ports. The moratorium
imposed in 2023 on such visits has to easing bilat-
eral strains. PM Modi was conferred the ‘Sri Lanka Mitra Vibushana,” one of
Sri Lanka's highest civilian honours for foreign dignitaries. He becomes only
the fourth intemational leader and the first in over a decade — to receive
the award. With strategic partnerships deepening and mutual trust build-

The cultural reckoning of a nation

As India rises on the global stage, it is beginning to confront and reclaim narratives long buried by post-
independence consensus. This is not regression — it is renewal

n an increasingly polarised media
landscape, especially outside India, it
has become routine to portray cultur-
al productions such as Chhaava — the
recent historical about the torture and
execution of Maratha leader Chhatrapatl
Shambhaji Maharaj at the hands of Mughal
cmﬁ:ﬂl Aurangzeh, as tools of political mes-
saging, Yet to reduce such works to mere pro-
paganda is to misunderstand a far more
complex and necessary civilisational shift.

To accuse Prime Minister Narendra Modi
of stoking divisiveness each time history is
revisited is not only simplistic — it is a refusal
10 en; with the deeper process underway
in lnﬁ:‘gta Iung-dcferr}:d K'ckumng with .J.
past. This is not a distortion of historical
memory but a release of long-suppressed
narratives. Far from being a cultural regres-
slon, it reflects the growing maturity of a
democracy that is learning to look itself in
the mirror, however uncomfortable the
image may be.

For decades, certain episodes of India’s his-
tory, many of them documented, studied,
and preserved through folklore and region-
al traditions — were curlously marginalised
in mainstream discourse, The reasons were
often political: the forging of national unity
in the wake of Partition demanded a care-
ful, often sanitised story of the past. But this
came at the cost of clarity. The spiritual resis-
tance of Sikh gurus, the armed struggle of
Maratha warriors, the contributions of rev-
olutionaries such as Veer Savarkar, and even
the traumas of India’s wars and internal dis-
placements were frequently consigned
to footnotes.

Chhaava 1s only the latest in 2 line of films
Uri, The Kashmir Files, to name a few, that
challenge this selective remembering. None
of these films present new “facts” Rather,
they give voice to chapters that were absent
from cultural and institutional platforms for
decades. Predictably, the sudden presence of
these suppressed truths in the public square
has unsettled some sections of soclety. But
this discomfort speaks less to historical inac-
curacy and more to an ideological disso-
nance — the shock of losing monopoly over
historical interpretation.

To argue that this is the majority “assert-
ing its narrative” misses a more vital point:
must the pain of the majority always be dis-
missed as majoritarianism? India, with its
clivilisational ethos of resilience and coexis-
tence, once mistook acceptance for passiv-
ity. Not any more. As the country ascends
towards gmal power status, it Is beginning
to shed these reflexes.

process requires clarity, not confusion;
memory, not myth. It will test not only Indias

democratic institutions but also its emotion-
al and historical intelligence.
PM Modis declaration of 14 August as

Partition Horrors Remembrance Day Is
emblematic of this new posture. It was not
a call to vengeance but to reflection — a
natlonal gesture honouring the millions dis-
placed or killed during Partition and a
reminder that soclal divisions must be con-
fronted, not buried. As the Prime Minister
himself stated, the day is meant to “remove
the poison of soclal divisions, disharmony,
and further strengthen the spirit of oneness”
That such a move s viewed as politically
motivated in some circles reveals more about
entrenched blases than about the act itself.

The criticism, then, needs to be reframed.
Why did it take Indla more than seventy
years to allow mainstream films on such
eplsodes? Why were imperial invaders like
the Mughals consistently romanticised while
the resistance they faced from native dynas-
ties was downplayed? Why, until very
recently, did Indian cinema steer clear of sto-
ries that showed the armed forces in active
combat, or acknowledge that India fought
four wars over Kashmir between 1947 and
19997

The idea that India is sliding into cultur-
al intolerance because certain stories are now
being told is ironic, especially when ane con-

siders the long-standing stereotyping of

Sindhis, Parsis, Sikhs, and others in Indian
films of the 1950s through the 1990s. If any-
thing, today’s cinema is less caricatured, more

layered, and finally courageous enough to
explore civilisational complexity without
being hemmed in by po d dence

But the country Is now more aware than ever
that strength must come from a sense of his-
torical not denial.

dogma.

There is also a geopolitical dimension to
this debate. In contrast to authoritarian states
like China, where historical memory Is tight-
ly controlled by the state, India remains a
democratic and open soclety. Its cultural
expression — however
noisy or chaotic — is
a sign of institutional
resilience. India is not
perfect, but it is plur-
al. It Is not uniform,
but it is unafraid to
debate, And that very
openness, while a
source of domestic
contestation, is what
makes India a more
viable long-term
partner for the democratic world.

Some argue that this cultural assertiveness
will make India less tolerant. But the greater
risk lies In suppressing civilisational mem-
ory in favour of a bland, borrowed consen-
sus. As India becomes more geopolitically
important, economically, strategically, and
demographically, it will naturally also face
more pressure to conform to glob&l narra-
tives shaped elsewhere. Expecting the world
order to let a rising India be is naive. These
very tools — cinema, media, social debate
— will be used to push back against its rise.

~ GAUTAM
CHINTAMANI

In this context, Chhaava is not & plece of
political theatre. It is part of a larger
moment — an opening up of the cultural
space where India’s diverse past can be re-
examined with courage and complexity. It is
not about stoking communalism.

It is about recognising that trauma, when
acknowledged honestly, need not lead to
vengeance; it can lead to reconciliation. The
global tendency to interpret India’s cultur-
al debates through the prism of immediate
electoral politics misses the scale of what is
happening. India is not just changing
Governments. It Is rediscovering itself.

The next fifty years will be critical. If India
Is to fulfil its potential as a stabilising power
in the multipolar world, it must continue on
this path of self-clarification.

Not all truths will be comfortable. But no
democracy, especially one as large and
diverse as India — can afford to run from
them. Cinema may not be a constitutional
tool, but it is a cultural one.

And if it becomes the vehicle through
which India finally tells the whole story of
itself, the world should not fear it. It should
listen.

(The writer is the author of Davk Star: The Lonelness
The Modi's

Roller Cosster Second Term.
Views expressed are personal)

ing, Indo-Sri Lankan relations are poised for a transformative phase.
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...Offered prayers at the sacred Jaya Sri Maha Bodhi in

with F D It's a deeply
humbling moment to be at one of the most revered sites in
Buddhism. May His blessings always remain upon us. Itis

a living symbol of peace, enlightenment, and spiritual
continuity. May the teachings of Lord Buddha always
guide us.

PRIME MINISTER NARENDRA MODI

Phishing: How scamsters trick you

SECOND
Opinion

BY SHAINY SHARMA

magine waking up to an urgent email with the subject line,
I“lmmedmle Action Required: Your Bank Account Has

Been Suspended!” or “Your Streaming Subscription Has
Been Terminated; Update Your Payment Details Now!" The
message no doubt looks official, with the bank's or the stream-
ing service’ logo and a professional tone, warning that your
account has been compromised or your payment details need
to be updated immediately.

Panic sets in. You don't want to lose access to your hard-
earned money or favourite shows. Without thinking twice,
you click the link in the emall, which takes you to what 3
to be the official website. It prompts you to enter your login
credentlals, bank detalls or National Insurance number, The
urgency of the message makes you act fast — until you realise,
too late, that you've just handed over your sensitive informa-
tion to cybercriminals.

With a single click, all your accounts, confidentiality, and
finances could be at risk. Phishing is a cyber-attack technique
where hackers attempt to trick people into sharing sensitive

such as P ds, and financial
details, by using fake websites, emails, or messages to steal
data such as credit or debit card details and login credentials,
This form of social engineering exploits human psychology

rather than technical vulnerabil making itap

and evolving threat in the digital age. There are numerous

types of phishing attacks, such as:

a) Whaling: A specialised type of spear phishing almed
at high-profile individuals like CEOs or g officlals,
often involving sophisticated soclal engineering tactics.

b) E-mail Phishing: The most common form, where attack-
ers send fraudulent emails g ding to putable enti-
ties, such as banks or online services, urging recipients to click
on malicious links or download harmful attachments.

¢) Spear Phishing: A targeted attack where hackers gath-
er personal information about their victims to create person-
alised, convincing me: s that appear legitimate.

d) l uar&‘d V\:\zl?:eggc f}n(sﬁ%,' hing) uses
fraudulent text messages to lure victims, while vishing (voice
phishing) involves phone calls from attackers impersonating
trustworthy organisations.

¢) Clone Phishing: Attackers replicate legitimate emails,
replacing attachments or links with malicious versions to
decelve recipients.

f) Website Srooﬂnp Fraudsters create fake websites that
closely resemble legitimate ones to trick users into entering
sensitive credentials.

The first and foremost waLIu prevent yourself from being
a victim is to enable multi-factor authentication (MFA) —
even If credentials are compromised — for it adds an extra
layer of security. Organisations should conduct regular cyber-
security training to raise awareness about phishing tactics for
their employees.

Even the Indian Government has taken several initiatives,
such as the Cyber Surakshit Bharat Initiative and the Digital
India Campeign, to raise awareness about phishing and
enhance cybersecurity among citizens.

The Indian Government regularly posts cybersecurity tips
and scam alerts through platforms like Twitter (@Cyberdost)
and Facebook, and the Cyber Crime Helpline — 1930 allows
victims to report phishing attacks quickly. These are a few
initiatives that alm to guide users on how to detect and avoid
phishing attacks.

As a safety concern, it would be beneficial to install and
update antivirus and anti-phishing tools to detect malicious
content, Before entering any personal information, one must
ensure the website’s U begﬁ\s with “https://” and is authen-
tic, as attackers often use slight variations of legitimate
domains. It is crucial to look for red flags such as poor gram-
mar, urgent requests, and generic greetings that indicate phish-
Ing attempts,

1) If you fall victim immediately turn off your Wi-FL. Report
the attack to the relevant authorities or IT departments.

1) If you entered your login credentials on a phishing site,
then change the password of the compromised account imme-
diately, followed by updating other accounts that use the same
or similar passwords.

1if) If you entered banking details or made a payment, then
call your bank immediately, explain the situation, and request
to block or freeze your account If necessary.

(The writer is an educator. Views ase personal)

Letters to the Editor

DEALING WITH THE US TARIFFS

Madam — No one knows exactly how far the US tariff
war will go. Several global institutions are anticipating
a potential recession in the US. It is evident that the US
is targeting China in response to China’s expansionist and
protectionist policies. China’s hostile actions toward
Japan, Taiwan, the Philipy and Indla regarding ter-

Madam — The tragic blast at an illegal firecracker
godown-cum-factory in Deesa GIDC, North Gujarat,
which claimed the lives of 21 workers from Harda,
Madhya Pradesh, has raised serious concerns about a
deeper, possibly well-connected illegal network.

ritorial claims have stirred strong sentiments in these
countries. China has also strategically targeted the US,
as well as India. Its imposition of 34 per cent reciprocal
tariffs on the US could further disrupt American indus-
tries. The narrative circulating in the media, suggesting that
India align with China to counterbalance US tariffs, is pre-
mature. The Indian industry remains wary of 2 renewed influx
of dumped Chinese goods, as was the case in the past. To
grow into the third-largest economy and beyond, India must
pursue long-term strategic goals and nurture large-scale cor-
porations capable of competing with American, European,
and Chinese manufacturers and exporters. India must
strengthen its trade alliances, diversify its export base, and
Invest in innovation-driven infrastructure. A calibrated and
independent economic strategy will safeguard national inter-
ests while enabling India to become a formidable global eco-
nomic force, resilient, self-reliant and forward-looking inan
increasingly multipolar world.

VINOD JOHRI | DELHI

The explosion cannot be treated as a mere tragic
accident, but behind it there exists a larger nexus
between the operators of the ill-fated Harda
firecracker factory — where a similar explosion killed
13 and injured 200 in December last year.
Investigations have revealed a potential Ahmedabad
connection In the illegal operation. According to
sources close to the investigation, aluminum powder
— a key component in firecracker production, was
being n:gplicd by an individual from Narol,
Ahmedabad.

This material was allegedly being used to manufacture
firecrackers without any government auth

ATROCITIES ON DALITS MUST END

Madam — Apropos “Teacher breaks Dalit student’ fingers for
touching water bottle”, published on April 2, here is my
response. A 15-year-old Dalit, Class 11 student, went to
Narendra Pratap Singh Higher Secondary School in Hari
Catholic village, Uttar Pradesh, on March 29 and he pic

up a water bottle placed on a table.

This enraged the Biology teacher, who reportedly hurled
casteist slurs and said, “How dare you touch the bottle? Now
it has become untouchable. Who will drink from it?" it appears
that the Sclence teacher practises untouchability.

Itis intriguing that he, with utmost unsclentific temper, teach-
es at the higher n«undar{ level a science subject — that too,
Blology — which says all living human beings are relatives
and have originated from one woman.

But the Biology teacher is not alone. As per a study, he is one
among every four Indians! According to the India Human
Development Survey (IHDS-2) in 2011-12, 27 per cent of

There must be strict penalties for violations, coupled
with a robust legal framework that supports swift and
decisive action against miscreants. This includes
cracking down on the illegal sale and distribution of
firecrackers and ensuring that those who flout the ban
face significant consequences.

RANGANATHAN SIVAXUMAR | CHENNAI

the respondents across India said that they had been follow-
ing the practice of untouchability.

As was the teacher, so were the police. When the student and
his family went to Kishand police station to lodge a complaint,
the police allegedly refused to take action. Then, they moved
the Superintendent of Police. The SP, however, assured an
investigation and action against the accused teacher.

SUJIT DE | KOLKATA

PRIME MINISTER MODI CONFERRED
MITHRA VIBHUSHAN AWARD

n 8 rare gesture, the Sei Lankan

President Anura Kumar Dissanayake

conferred the prestigious Mithra
Vibhushanaward to the Indian Prime
Minister Narendra Modi. To the
surprise of all, the award from the
littoral southem neighbour nation of
India is a ray of hope for India — that
Sri Lanka, for whom India has played
the role of Big Brotherin history, is its
true deserving partaer — one who has
2ero vested interest against Sri Lanka,
unilis China.

The award was conferred in
recognition of Prime Minister Modi's
exceptional efforts in strengthening
bilateral relations and promoting the
cultural and spiritual heritage of the
two nations. So far, S Lanka has
swung for years between Indisand
China. But the way Sei Lanka has
conferred the honour, rolled out the red

appreciable. Indians are extremely
happy back at home — that finally, Sri
Lanka has realised its blunder of tilting
towards China and getting stuck in its
Debt-Trap Diplomacy. As Prime
Minister Modi said after receiving this
honour, the award from Sri Lanka is the
honour of 1.4 billion lndians.

We hope that in the days to come,
both India and Sri Lanka will nurture &
healthy and trustworthy partnership
ke true brothers. We will resolve our
common interest issues — like
fishermen's rights, bottom trawling
concerns, Indian investments in Sei
Lankan ports, and the isswes of Tamils
— on mutual ground. Just as Sri Lanka,
for the first time, conerred such a
highest honour of her nation to an
Indian leader, hopefully oth ndia - Sri
Lanks will together write a new chapler
of trendship and strategic cooperation

carpet, and signed multiple strategic in the years 1o come.
Mols for combined growth is KIRTI WADHAWAN | KANPUR
400 words.
‘We apprecate your feedback.
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REIMAGINE URBAN PLANNING

Decodingthe noise around
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SPEAKOUT

Underthe leadershipof PM Narendra
Maodi, prosperity and progress are
going hand in hand... Our government

G . made multiple
~ ictagni reater bengalurubi amoouncementto
Strong verdict against religiousplacesinthe
9. ¢ . Y. budget...
UP’s ‘bulldozer justice Whatthecitynoedsis  pomaatbogios MG ouncslty ot ot ot i
c , seeks to split d wi i ward. Thi g - —
e Supreme Court has shown, by ordering the notaseparate Actbuta v ino :uhlﬂc d?;n P ‘,n’,.,:::;;mum f,mz‘l[: m,k:
Prayagraj Development Authority (PDA) to pay reimagined masterplan  mulatively referred to as the Greater  governance structure pushed by the In politics, the u-u(h is often less important
Rs 10 lakh each to those affected by the demolitions . . alury bill - GBA-multiple corporations-ward than what politicians can make people believe,
it carried outin 2021, that it is seri anda functional Currently, the municipal area of 716~ committees. The MPC is an elected
tation of its directives, On a number of times, the court has metropolitan planning BEMP.The - body whilethe GBA isnot. Wt Creniie
spoken out against the injustice of bulldozer action bein; ) B plans for mtmmpollmnamol
PO g : s committee 1,270-0dd s kam, including the munici- - Dysfunctional ward
used by state governments and municipal bodies against WINLNMWUMIW committees
persons accused of offences. Even last week, the court Currently, the BBMP is split into 198 TOBE PRECISE
issued strictures against it and specifically mentioned the ANJALI KAROL MOHAN region—the Beng: alury ithd; i i
Prayagraj demolitions. In its latest order, the court said: region-of 8, 005 sa Iun that has bccn tees and anequally dysfunctional MPC.
“I1 hock i Residential 4 ttempts to restructure the gov-  planned by the BM The latter is notified for the Bengaluru CPI(M) elects @ new general secretary.
) TR A7 S N R 0| .,a ernance of Bengaluru through — The role of lhe GBA. especially in - metropolitan area,
e s iy e A pctrsade. g he Greater Bengaluru Govern-  refation to the Metropalitan Planning  As per the CAA, the “The Metro-
N ERas . ance Bill(GBGB), 2024, havecurrently  Committee (MPC), is perhaps the politan Planning Committee shall, in
u-cv--u- -mhmly “Thecourt been stalled with the governor with- g the draft development plan,
made a special mention of the video of an eight-year-old holding his assent, Pressure from civil ﬁr“e:;m o, (i) the plans prepared
girl clutching her books and running away as a bulld society bstantive rol by local
razed her hut, NlePmmc-bY:d lm;ck; by’ﬂ'l: area; (i) mmm of common Inlﬁl
% clai interviews with the meml of o -mhon’tiu incl
h;r he @“m&"‘m the UP P ""“,"}’ Brand Bengaluru Committee (BBC-the Sthe
that notices served in time. Very often, demc erstwhile BBMP Restructuring Com- area, slumlgolmu-r and other physi-
tions are done with the claim that the structures—homes, mittee) defending the bill as a ‘sliver of caland natural resources, the integrat-
shops and other premises—are illegally constructed, The oy h ', C ed development of infrastructure and
court stipulated last year that prop- isthe planning environmental conservation”.
er notices should be served before e hat merits nin its umph nt junhdmn. there hh
aseparate discussion. only one planning aut Kyie(t
the demolitians are undertaken. R Debatesaround the relevance of the BDA Hence, the MPC willhavenorole
i Wis X n sl Court slapsa GBGB are gaining momentum amid toplayi
case, and in many other cases. In enalty and several misinterpretations bordering plans from multiple suthorities.
Prayagraj, thedemolition was done  llagiad on flawed understanding, especially of More importantly, the main role of IN PERSPECTIVE
within 24 hours of the occupants  EIEIIEEIH the 74th Constitutional Amendment mMPC istolay out the frameworks for
being wrongly notified that their  ETPPN NI Act (Wl-ﬁz-'!ﬂlﬂﬁﬂmlﬂm_tm el concerns suchas “sharing a h h d
were i1 oW is ol water
homes located 0a land lnked against fying the issue, Ioudm contestation between the civil d Cas Stas an
toa gangster. Even after the court [ " slewof Actsand Thv.'lill f infrastructure and environmental
laid down guidclmcl on dcmoh vindictive Bills, povrni > amor WORSIE IR g0 i . d' . . .
tions demalitions ciysgenernancechalengesare un dotingbewecnthe BBMPand.  Ths.the i socerys caimaod | € J ULCLIC1ATY 11 CT1S1S
to undmnh: them. In some cases, d ol d adedicated ls like the BWSSB, Bescom, cdudbytthBC)iM the MPCis the
even backdated notices have been The first is the Bruhat Bengaluru  etc., and as a supervising body for the  plan-making body is flawed. To ensure Thediscoveryof cash
issued. Uttar Pradesh has pioneered Mahanagara Palike Act, 2020, an in-  Greater Bengaluru Area, a role that s - that the MPC performs Its lum'lkln ln OVoLY L and theremaining four mem-
the practiceof bulldozer action and sotme other states have dependent legistation llmmmw envisaged for the MPC by the CAA. et at Justice Varma's hus;flhr umn: h’x‘w_hu
p lic therelsa ka of cla regional scale covering 8,006 sq Is gruelling schedule, They
followed it Justifyingit, ChiefMinister Yogi Adilylnnlh has parti s I ontheGBA'ju iy thefirst house has raised Secida cases wite sising o
said that told cer B3 and ensure efficient decision making  an extra hyrroigmnm (and pre- - mendation dun was | m:cmcd by nw questions about the  the judicial side, read related
a'language’ lhey undemand by the BEMP. The Act claims that the ly gerthan  BBC, alth judicial appointment Papers and books, handle
e cour jdemolits “illegal provisions of the Karnataka Municipal  th yetnotthatof the E bill 4 bly. administrative issues and
Aink *Thatisalsothecase with otherd oy C &“.;'-ou , are inadk R.l:’llﬂl 2 ion, Whether Notably, the BMRDA /’:a. :gss_ isa process m“‘o:;m lllt‘:!i m|:nw,";’m¢
irected inoriti i, togovern . is i ith the Bengal strong Act - it provides for the BMR- uties. How time
:Im‘ﬁnd mt;“:‘“mbmﬁze c':rln jed o:: ?;‘ﬂ"m?’:r G‘ert came I;‘I;r (ér;a«l;ri&vulslm mmgulimln area is not ‘mk"hﬂ;:: DA to be aha;vdnm;‘ng agency in the BRIJESH KALAPPA :loc: l‘his leave l’or uddlﬁ;
overnance { in multi vests planning powers with the rqmn with the act of coordination to ing infractions of judges
non-existent 3""‘“‘1’ Basic principles of law and justice versions) by the BBC and tabled in a what BDA? be through an inter-depart- he media went into a  Justice Shekar Yadav of the
are normthat tweaked form by the Karnataka gov-  Historically, planning and admin-  mental Executive Committee (w/s 6). frenzy following the Allahabad High Court, the
hedwithout d 1. go-bywhen ernment. This bill, too, is sed on  istration stood divided between the The BMRDA as the planning wing of discovery of a “large peccadilloes of Justice Gan-
instant justice is mgd out. Very oﬁm, it is the familics or the argument that the P Actdoes parastatals (urban development au-  the MPCis the way forward. stash” of money in the out- ﬂwﬂdhylyl of the Calcutta
m,m,,sonm .wcmed whoend up being punished. not institute any systems or processes  thority) and the elected government  In this mgdwar bdwun the civil house of Justice Yashwant High Court and the present
™ justifi P ‘Thecourt'spenaltyin thataddresstl ific chall h sapali vern- Varma, a sitting judge of the  embarrassment caused by
hooed: .:"'“‘ Bﬂwl\n‘ulm Premised on the principle of subsidi- nwnund(heBBC(mthemh« ,several Delhi High Court, Predicta-  the cash seizure at Justice
"'f Prayagraj case will send outa The governance chall arityandd e d Jisati bly, all hell broke loose, with  Varma's residence? It s high
ﬂ"ef’"‘! |0hkh~ thecourt WJ’ meant mmumeﬂm(he — increasing Incqnal-ly unhinged ur-  the CAA seeks to combine these two Al the minimum, the city requires a questions being raised about  time that the Chief Justice
horities “will alv and rightly so. The munici-  reimagined master plan derived from the process by which judges  of India considers evolving
pmr.\'sq Therclhould‘ )l fsuchillegaland k oth- pality (and not the MPC) is responsible  ward plans, It requires a functional are appointed. The Nation  a permanent mechanism to
maotivated demolitions. ers —arenot unlquemmrmy‘ for I fthy MPC. All an al Judicial Appol horoughly look
Rather, these issues plague most b di P Lo which in Commission (NJAC) Bill was  ventions by members of the
= rapidly urbanising cities in the state 'I‘th.‘ A dates th of i effecti ionof struck down by a 4:1 majori-  higher judiciary and ensure
(and the country). Thus, the argu- 181 h icipalities,town  the 18 to the of Court judges ~that offenders are brought
Be ﬂood' hat the i d: ateAct  planning b of them. Tudi lanni in 2015, The government is 1o book. It must be bome in
n uru lng does not hold water. Urbanisation  In msm the CAA envisagesa  (Thewriter is an urban and regional sparing no efforts o ind that the discl I
l b.l in Karnataka is skewed, led by the  three-tier governance comprising the  planner) o 3‘: molmm. \cubyjug:mmw&mrlm
m, ta wit leep  Court is being seen as too lie
lb al gely p en e l:hlllkhll’ taking the lead in  tle, wolate. .
= the marter, While senior journalists
ustafe RlGHT 'N THE M|DDLE In 2003, the Delhi High have suggested that the
expose the sorry state of Benglum'! civic plrpun'd- I3 . Court encountered a similar  face-finding Inqulry ought m
ness. The city, touted as the I'T capital of India, turns. I he met‘ro Carrrla ion when Justice Sh have
into a watery maze every time it rains. Homes are flooded, it Mukherjee, a sitting judge — civil society with an "'W'
roads disappear under knee-deep water, and traffic comes of the court, was taken into  ble public record, the truth is
toa halt. The only relief the rainsoffer s from the heat, but Traffic jams are no |;mghing away that rln of our karma—of wait- - atmosphere thawed slightly when he custody foraweek by the CBI  that involving laymen in the
ha he of Saosand tter. Th sutestof ing in endless traffic jams, life would  was asked, “What's the best exercise under the Prevention of Cor-  process could  put too 1 much
that comes at the cost of widespread ¢! property matter. They areatest ol beblissfulinour citydwellings. Withno - while stuck in a traffic jam?” The bay’s ruption Act. Th Judiciary
dnmngm This time also, several parts of the city, including patience and positivity weare left dhi residenceia Delhl and and the person concerned.

places like R d Road, Indiranagar’s
Krishnn Temple Road, and Anil Kumble Circle on M G
Road, were submerged, disrupting daily life. This is not an
isolated incident but a recurring annual ordeal, The Bru-
hat Bengaluru Mahanagara Palike claims that necessary
flood prevention measures have been taken in 166 of 209
flood-prone areas. But the situation on the ground tells a
differentstory. Meanwhile, the traffic police have identified
180 water-logging zones on major roads.

‘Whatmakes Bengaluru’ sl\wdmgpnmcuhﬁyfnnmung
isthatmuch of itis debris
management, and ill- -planned drainage systems reflect
sheer administrative apathy. However, the larger issues
lie in unchecked concretisation, destruction of natural
water flow patterns, and rampant
encroachment of lakes and buffer

it . p Putanend to
—— “fnm"m"h::sf::':‘ lake and drain
drainage, has been disrupted by LIRS
et ion. Tragicalk btk
these mistakes are not confined to ;n & P:‘ {
alderpamdnwdtyhnmbem estruction of
dinne dareas JUENTEITEICY
aswell. nblsmxjmnnmncrohd flow pattens
ight, butalsoa re-
flection of chronic syucmlc failure.

Whi!e some dnmagc il irrevenible‘

‘offering a critical
window rordmmthorms mdeﬁk hnt clear encroach-
ments mwater ch

Bengaluru's flooding is not a natural calamity. It isa hu-
man-made disaster born out of neglect, greed and lack of
foresight. Even the best-planned global cities face weath-
er-related challenges, but here the misery is largely self-in-
flicted. Itis high time the authorities took concrete steps,
Iooklng beyond juu pmchwork ﬂxns. to oddress the mol
causes. B isastark

AMBUJA NARAYAN

¢ hink positive’, as the wise say.
This maha mantra, which we
must practise every day of our
lives, is casier said than done, especial-

qukl reply, “Oh, acariol " finally elic-
St A ralheier

found “iner

Tnnnkmallmnullghier wede Jokes aside, for regular commuters, ments” and two locker lry! memtydﬂ!rmﬁm

their four-wheelers are an while i themul-  The hyis the

with fnmilymdlnmd- Thetopicwas  of their personality - a second home, ti-crore scam involving the Mc‘u-ynmumxthm‘gmnmﬂ

‘traffic jams’, and the artist be.pantry, inewhere Delli Development. ity judges? Some retired judges
ke aby shiokas are chanted and p ). ired havemoreth hy

'iammr« in Bengaluru. He said s practised, a valentine 1 nook, and ing the CBI'sextensive probe,  selves by their outstanding

Bengaluruis an ideal city for slow-mo-  entertainment centre where fam- about 20 Delthi High Court  record and rectitude. Why

dm:lnpmaus'nmklm come at the cost ofsnmlnabllry

u,the gover mustp lyiden
..., Nlood-pr i improve early warm-
ing systems, and ensure timely evacuations in vulnerable
areas. thcllmawdww lmpths rainfall unwvdim
pr .u. ity,

g prep
and not just

but they need political will and public accountabiliy.

year
¥ o Bl bt

Iy when stuck in massive traffic jams  tion car races. He started off with his  ily antaksharis unravel or even an files were recovered fromthe  doesn't the CJT think it fit 1o
in our metros, These jams are an acid  wisecracks by questioning the crowd,  odd library. house of Dharamveer Khat-  press some of them into ac-
test of our patience, as the pilgrims to - Whyisatrafficjamlilkeagiraffe'sneck?  Bu ageor face ph | disabil tar, & and a key tion? Retired are not
Pray will perhaps testify. We psych Whydlddwlmm:rmhmmalw~ ithes, our b ly suspect. T (Khat-  bound by judicial protocol,
ourselves into believing that we're 7 Th d fortzone. Thisisa harsh reality faced by tar's telephs some of them command
washing away our sins in the holy dry d, and the artist had n d the physically chall i revealed details of “illegal  enormous public

of Triveni Iy ith self-d jon. After all, loth our country. When even ambul ification™ by and fully understand the
Ganga ju/ for our loved ones, However, lureans. traffic jams are hardly a  are often held up in traffic snarls, we Shamit Mukberjee in return  implications of their ac-
the patience and positivity often don’t rl.uzhmx matter. He would not giveup  know we have reached the dead end of for judicial favours, the CBI  tions, tsmore, they have
prevail for long once reality sets in, the unsolved problem. Inspirational alleged. The issue blew over  time on their hands!

Isitour ‘car-ma’on theroads? Is this A l2 el ~old boy seated near the  quotes about old age and disabilities when Justice Mukherjee re-  Sure, unm- naysayers
how it feels when the gods give up? If - stage was then invited on stage, The  offertemporary relief, but the problem sgm:d He mdnutbumwn might call thejudkhl
only Maa Gangacould help by washing  child enthusiastically stepped up, The  remains unsolved. fir Per Judge of the

when these events occurred.  shak Mandal, but it is nlso
p_— ThCBltookhnnnmcuuu more than true that Indian
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR dyimmediaelythereatter.  jdges retire fa too eary
im;udurmdmmln mdwUSAmdAmhu-rw
Vcﬂ'“ﬁng thc CIdC‘er i \ gTO\Vlng CO“CCm Incmhmmcdlcuwl Jus- for a lfetime, those in l!rml
The article ‘Ageing alone: India’s elderly face a crisis.. of India’s initi the and Chile
(Apr6) sheds light on a pressing issue and serves as an s fi buse are dabl anm:r njudpmmlybtmmm ﬂr-grn”i Indunpdgn
eye-opener for India’s younger generations. In many iti's tening to see from office
Indian households, the elderly are neglected, backseat rial comforts, Hopefully, Mm'munsel initiated under Article 124  in the hull courts and 65 in
a liability by their own. Children often view their parents’ ill prevail 1 the younger g nd they will read with 218 of the Consti-  the S me Court.
sacrificesas a duty, hnemn;m:lnrummmn-ua gnise the imp of filial 1 tution, Thcludpcs (lmry) cll finds himself
direct result of their parents’ physical and fin Bengalury Act, 1968 e by e devil and
codure rur mvcwuinx md |he deep sea. This incident
Restore mtcm ty people’s rights, must maintain its and concerns about graduate quality. proving the mishel hak bl
pristine position. Enough is enough;  The rise of digital education, chang- incapacity of a judge. in the judiciary and he would
I refer to ‘Cash row: Justice Varma sanity must prevail to restore the ing hiring practices and regulatory Jmkw)ﬂndh Wv be damned if he adnplrd
takes oath nsAlInhah-d HC }udge Judiclary’s integrity. environment also play a role, To ad- ly
(Apr 6). The recent D di hi hensive strategy ters for dlmmddhc dtdnldnclo-:
n::;ny al’ &"“ﬁm: V.t‘mm as Inwl\dngcmx:’n‘dnml institutions, a mrmpdyr: cumnm‘m enough since the entire sy':
ajudge of the Al rg Court ¢ nlaceme sClIn u:)nulu.'rl. i experts conduct a “fact ing in- min:nk-‘mhow
Gourt Address placementissue “"'"rm"’ catd | an” o the Baadelohonsy i
judlmrv ‘s eredibility. Dcspu: facing  Apropos ‘Placement drop calls for dc odeqmle skill development is follows blished  enough, i
Court dprobe,  new approach’ (Apr 5), India has acilities. procedure, with the Supreme  portunity for the judiciary to
J\mxt- Varma took oath ina clan- witnessed an alarming decline in S$SPaul, Nadia (West Bengal) Court's 2015 ruling stating  improve into a better version
destine manner, sparking concerns.  campus hiring, which has historical- that such an inquiry will be  of itself,
Traditionally, such oath-taking cere- Iy played a crucial role in connect- G e 10 a face-finding process where  (Thewricer isa Supreme
monies are conducted in open court,  ing fresh graduates with industry (ondy betters the judge involved is given  Court advocate and former
making this undue M«eunmnﬁ opportunities. This decline can be emaded - not hancwritien - wil be accepted). the opportunity to present w.!adavtyarlo the
able. The judiciary, as to factors li Al Netters must carry the serder's postal his sideof the story. Government of Karnataka,
of the constitution and protectorof  slowdown, dynamic hiring 20aress and phone nuTiber The Chief Justice of India  with the rank of minister)
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A RAVINDRA

ill recently, India was taking pride in
what was considered its most valua-
ble export - human takent to MAGA

idential contender; Vivek Ramaswamy,
part of the Department of Government

PANORAMA
Tale oftwo realities: Indians helped make America greatbut face prejudice

this attracted major headlines. India, asa
matter of policy, has not supported |llcpl

vonal migration has new forms - emigra-
tion, lmmuuauun nnd n:fugcrs nnd has

Efficiency (DOGE) and now a candid:

and has alway

for governor of Ohio; Kash Patel, director
of the FBI; and Tulsi Gabbard, director of

bringing its citizens back, When Smhma
Swaraj was Minister for External Affairs,

(Make AmericaGreat Again), aphrasepop-  National Intelligence. she successfully brought back over 90,000
ularised by Donald Trump. Undoubtedly, ln spm:uf the immense contributionsof  Indians, ensuring their dignified retum.
Indians have added more ic value fields, whydid Trump H:u lhc Ministry of External Affairs
tothel S| Incian illegal i s despuc hﬁn§
;u-mumm“’ il L manner, bound in  ed byahighlyk .-..uuhocm
i i i ding to the ion Policy mnslu' wmakm'Tmnwc’ainlb sulcd

mﬂn %ufdocmmndwUSarr Indians; Institute, there are 113 million unauthor-

d | major mul Is (G ised 1 he US, of whom Indi this. f vh-mw

Microsoft, [BM, and Adobe, amoﬂgu(hm)
areledby mmleoﬂm!lymmgn with hun-

constitute just 3% (around 375,000). The
pumingquedu\ remains: Why was such

in key
employed in highly skilled jobs.

Adding to the glittering list of American
Nobel laureates are persons of Indian ori-
gin, suchas scientists Har Gobind Khorana,
S Chandrasekhar, V Ramakrishnan, and
economist Abhijit Banerjee, Many other
eminent intellectuals-scientists, econo-
mists and scholars in various disciplines -
serve in American universities. Indian-or-
igin persons have also held prominent
positions in American politics: Kamala
Harnis, former vice presadent and a pres-

portees but not those from other countries
like China and Pakistan? Can one surmise
that' i bl

ic Asian country admired by international
leadersacross the globe?
Trisnotasif thedeportation of illegalim-
migrants is new. Between 2009 andA 2016,
b & 000 Indi & 4 duri

notto nnw lh': issue whnk- l‘nrm Minister

wuh"l‘mmpauhe White House?
Historically, migration has occurred for
centuries-withincountriesand across bor-
ders - through military conquests or the
spread of religion and culture. India has
long been shaped by waves of mi

dia must investin enhancing quality of life
“quality of life is the clinching factor”,
Quality of life is not ;u-u nbnm infra-

7

takes time. In the short term, how should
India l\svond to the Trumpcra nnmm
mustwork

proactively toensure fair treatment of Indi-

chall withcro ".J r structure: "gund
particularly from Bangladesh. h Indi;
A valid question arises: why do Indians lc:mlly lags, espetully atthe state and city

migrate 10 the US in such large numbers?
Interestingly, most of them come from
three relativedy prosperous northernstates,
Among the first group of 104 deportees
whoarrived in Amiritsar, 33 were from Gu-
Jarat, 33 from Haryanaand 30 from Punjab
- largely from business and

levels. There is a lack of transparency and
delays in service delivery - such as water
and electricity ounnmmns. bmldm, pcr

Isin lhvll\‘» Inthecase ofillegal

AtoN processcan bemg(mlal'lhnemm
valid visas and green cards must ensure
their protection from arbitrary action, as

mits, trade s
compounded by high levels of mm.npom
Thc rcgulnlury n:glmr: rcnmms rigid,

Migration must also be viewed from a

g Despite
Kol d : :

white-collar professionals, Clearly, itis not
merely financial insecurity or job scarcity
that drives them,

whether

Inthedomainofhigher education, where
the US excels, India suffers from multiple
shortcomings, Over one million interna-

According to K thy Subra-
manian, former Chief Economic Advisor
to the Government of India and current-
ly India’s Executive Director at the IMF,

Ithough India offers * ded

tional dy in the US, contribut-
inghilmsmns economy. Most of the top
positions in global university rank

alism, migration is likely to continue, For
many in poor and insecure regions, migra-
tion remains the only hope.

some
parts of the world uninhabitable, will also
drive future mi; he question is:

held by American institutions, while no

from the Greek invasion by Alexander the
Great to the Kushans, Hunas, Muslim rul-

1
theObamaadministration; during Trump's
first term (2019-2022), around 1,550 were
deported annually; and under Biden, the
number has been around 900. None of

e
nomic opportunities”, professionals are
reluctant to return brﬂuv: of “poor ur-

Indian’ features in the top 100,
Public universities in India, particularly in
mmarrmmmnmﬂﬂum from defays

where will migramts go?

In 2018, governments agreed toa “Glob-
al Compact for Safe, Orderly, and Regular
Migration™ gn(lr:r the auspices of the UN

ers, and Wi including  ban infrastructure, long and in vice and faculty  forimp ationon
the Portuguese, Dutch, French and Brit-  air pollution.” One might also add poor adminis-  cross-bord Unsurprisingly,
ish. Thesei | lonial g Many highly skilled Indians  trative inefficiency, and corruption. the US rejected the Compact

I ibuted to India’s dering wh h qua.hly of life, urban infra- (The writer is a former chiefsecretary,

diversity. Inrecentyears, however, interna-

To truly benefit fromits opportunities, In-

The rise and fall of Yoon Suk Yeol exposed a vulnerability in South Korean
democracy, but also aresilience. Its people were always reddy to fight for it

CHOE SANG-HUN

en Yoon Suk Yeol was
running for president,
hehad the word “king™
written on his palm.
South Koreans dis-
missed —and ridiculed
—icasash . 1thaoe refloctad b
desire for 1op government office,

But after his mauguration in May 2022,
itdidn’ttake long for themto see an author-
itanian streakin Yoon.

Onsh e b

ith

presiden
tial office from the graceful Blue House toa
drabmilitary building When he turned 63
in December 2023, his security team sang
songs honouring him as “a president sent
from heaven” and describing his “845,280
minutes”inoffice so faras “atime blessed.”
Two months kater, a college student who
protested Yoon's decision to cut govern-
ment budgets for scientific rescarch was
gagged and dragged out by the president’s
bodyguards. When journalists published
what he called “fake news,” prosecutors
raided their homes and newsrooms to col-
lectevidence,

Yoon kept pushing the envelope, until
he made his fatal mistake: On December
3, he declared marvial law,

hid

deeply cherished partof South Ki
democracy.

ToSouth Koreans, democracy has nev-
er been something given: it was fought
for and won through decades of struggle
againstauthoritarian leaders at the costof
torture, imprisonment and bloodshed. Al
Wpullncnl nnlomm's mSomh Korea

an ... di

b e tan

ers —were achieved after citizens took to
thestreets.

So when people saw troops sent by
Yoon storming the National Assembly
to seize the legislature by force, their re-
sponse was immediate, But unlike those

ook joninth

Yoon Suk Yeol.

Mumlnuw

How South Korea’s
emocracyprevajled

ght government repr
1950s through the '80s, South Koreans
protesting in recent months had demo-
cratic institutions on their side.

The current constitution, written in
1987 after a huge pro-democracy upris-
ing. gave the National Assembly the pow-
er to vote down martial law and impeach
presidents, The Constitutional Court,
created under that

along, few South Kore-
ans thought that a return to military rule
was possible in their country, a peaceful

toryfor eated  Until Y
in the late 1980, “The response to Yoon's
coup d érat ma-
turity of Korean democracy — first of all, democracy lmown globally for its cars,

gManynfdm

o

i and Iy to oppose the
coup, most notably with the passion of Ko-
reanyouthwho were notalive in the 1980s
and experienced the dangers of a return
o autocratic rule for the first time,” said
Danlel Snemer, a !ormer ;numzhu who

decide wh;-mmu fEMOVe OF reinstate an

cratically elected under that

erinrecent weeks said thry hadbeenmore
proud of their democracy than of their cul-
tural exports including the boy band BTS
or the Netflix hit Squid Game.

When Yoon hurt that pride, he picked a

helped impri i presidents i

corruption. But he proved disastrous as a

politician —unable oengagein thegiveand

take of compromise W with lhs opposmon.
which

He was accused of filling his prﬁidcn-
tial staff with officials too timid to speak
up, He was nicknamed “Mr. 59 Minutes,”
because that was how long he was said to
speak during an hour-long meeting, He
rarely apologized for his wife’s scandals or

lmpnsmmd those who had carlier taken
power by military force.

Younger generations, including the pﬂ‘-
atroopers Yoon sent toseize the A

in December, grew up learning of that
hismry rhrwg)l box umce-hn nmesmd

Ifthe Constitutional Court had voted 1o
reinstate Yoon, South Korea would have
seen a “second wave of democratization

dersaid. i
I ang, ibilities of d -y in South Korea,
¥ such a thi happen in anationlong

On December 3, the troops h

before angry citizens blocking them with
bare hands, allowing time for lawmakers,
including some members of Yoon's own
party, to gather and vote to lift his marvial
lawdecree. The Assembly thenimpeached
him,on December 14,

considered an exemplary case of democ
ratization in Asia, scholars warned, it can
happen elsewhere, 100,

Despite his removal, the deep polari-
zation that led up 10 Yoon's declaration of
uum.«l law persists. The pann.mqmsgje

leftand rightislikelytointen-

And on April 4, the C
Court’s ecight justices, ncluding those ap-
by Y " i

‘oon or
upheld thati d
o his military rebellion.
T b h
ver,

sify in the next two months as the country

lurches toward a presidential election.
But the past four months have

also shown the resilience of South Korean

" and “a second Gwangju,” said
Cho Gabje, a prominent South Korean
Journalist who has covered the nation’s
political evolution since 1971, referring to
the brutally suppressed uprising against
martial law in the southern city of Gwang-
Juin 1980,

“We had our share of martial law, but
Yoon Suk Yeol was the first president 1o
send armed troops into parliament,” Cho
suid.

Yoon was once a hero among South
Koreans. He built his national image as
an uncompromising prosecutor when he

OUR PAGES £5: OF HISTORY

gotto  covered South ﬁg}uhecmldn‘rwin. During rallies, people  even for deadly disasters, He used his veto
nl«mwrmbunlad University, cli President Kim pnwr.-rmlull ition bills, The opposi-
“The fact that it was a Dae-jung, ic fi inSouthKoreas tionslashed hish hed
sion of the Consti | Court, with con- dcnxn’msnmnsmtggl dented ber of politcal appoin-
v.-mnuvc.\w-mmmmmmh:(Icmum. Dcnm‘xynsmn(m Kimsaldmlhc (mmlmgxwmmrm
wasa inotonly clip.”y “Aplayerbusy he field o
llv:darily ul’lhcc.\sr.hn nlwhv:ahl-wm forie” Iook at the electronic scoreboard,” Yoon

once said wfm;»lml about his dismal ap-

proval rati
Such an ammdc allowed him to push
lar efforts, such as
with Japan and drastically increasing &hc
number of doctors, But even many who
sympathized with his struggle against the
opposition didn't see martial law coming.
“Koreans do not want the 1980s option,
vnheu martial Iaw and tear BAS 1 made forci-
y di d people | Y
families,” said Alexis Dudden, a
of history atthe University of Connecticut.
“Yoonand his advisers missed the mark of
reading today’s South Korea in many ob-
vious ways.”
The New York Times

smmmnndmmmtcnmnml.hn

Government of Karnataka)

Politics of night
trafficban

continuation.

hours each night.

HEGDE

he controversy over the
lifting of the ban on vehi-
cles plying between Kerala
and Karnataka haserupred once
again. Public pressure is mount-
ing on both sides - Kerala is de-
manding that the ban be lifted,
while Karnataka insists on its

The night traffic ban was first
imposed in 2009 by the deputy
commissioner of Charmarajna-
gartoprotect wildlife in the Ban-
dipur Tiger Reserve, through
which two national highways
- NH 181 (Mysuru to Ooty) and
NH 766 (Kollegal to Kozikode)

pass. The ban, in effect from
9pmtoGam, waslimited tonine

Though the Karnataka gov-
ernmentinitially challenged the
ban, the High Court upheld itin
2010. The Kerala government
then approached the Supreme
Court, arguing that lifting the

What
bility that the ncwl) dmu! MP
from Wayanad may influence
the Congress-led Karnataka
government toreconsider lifting
the ban. In 2015, afteraseries of
high-level discussions between
the CMs of both states, then
Chief Minister Siddaramaiah
stood firm in supportof the ban.
Coincidentally, he is back in of-
fice, but will he once again stand
up to his party’s leadership?

Minister of Forest, Ecology,
and Environment Eshwar Khan-
drerushed to Dethi to discuss the
issue with the party high com-
mand. He has argued that the
matter should be viewed from a
humanitarian perspective. How-
ever, he is well aware that excep-
tions exist- for instance, emer-
gency ambulances are permined
touse the route. Acomplete lifting
ofthe banis unnecessary.

Moreover, this is not the only
road connecting Karnataka
and Kerala. The road via Kutta

ers conducted a comprehensive
study after the ban was imple-
mented. Rigorous fieldwork and
g, o s P

ban was essential for the free  in Coorg, whach mmmns open
of goods and le  atnight.
between the two states., albeit 35 km longer llun Iht
Meanwhile, wildliferesearch-  Bandipur route.

In 1960, under Jawaharlal
Nehru's leadership, the Preven-
tion of Cruelty to Animals Act

was passed, refl asense of

s reducti dlills, facilitat- towards other crea
ing freer movement of wildlife tures, In 1981, Indira Gnndhu
he region. This evid P upon the Kerala gov
was submitted tothe SC. emment tostop the construction
Taking this into account, ofahydel dam in Slent Valley o
the SC in 2019 upheld the ban, \Mbmdml) and the endan-
noting its signifi role in re- dtnow

along both highways.

thelr stress levels.

penthe roads at night.

ing the d d

ducing roadkill accidents and
enhancing wildlife well-being

For nearly 16 years, wildlife

particularly tigers, leopards,
and dlephants - haveadapted to
the relative quiet of the nights,
using the corridor without fear
of speeding vehiclesor the noise,
which had previously increased

Calls to lift the ban gained
momentum after the Wayanad
bypoll results were announced,
with Priyanka Gandhi Vadrade-
clared the winner. Rahul Gan-
dhi had carlier assured lifting
the ban during his term as MP.
Now, support from Congress
leadership appears to have em-
boldened those seeking to reo-

The renewed push is closely
linked to the changing political
landscape in Kerala and Kar-
nataka. Local politicians from
Wayanad are at the forefront
of this campaign, arguing that
lifting the ban benefits people
inbothstates, Butitis clear that
vested interests may be driv-

that

:ppe.us the fourth-generation
leaders of the Gandhi family ~
Priyanka and Rahul - are ready
tojettison this legacy to appease
shortsighted political interests
intheir constituency.

Even more shocking is the
willingness of Karnataka minis-
terstoignore the larger interest
of cons the fragile ecolo-
gyand wildlife habitat to please
their political bosses.

Itis time for both Rahul Gan-
dhiand Priyanka Gandhi Vadra
wdemonstrate their statesman-
ship instead of yielding to nar-
row vote-bank politics.

The Earth belongs to all - hu-
mansand non-human life forms
alike. Unlike other species, hu-
mans have the ability to think
and act rationally. That capacity
confers a responsibility: to pro
tectwildlifeand preserve forests.
Instead of abiding by this duty, we
often act out of entitlement, de-
stroying habitats of wildlife.

The basicquestion is; will our
politicians show compassion for
voiceless wild animals, or will
they s:lcnflce them to satisfy

OASIS | SUDHA UMASHANKER

The power of community

50 YEARS AGO: APRIL 1975 25 YEARS AGO: APRIL 2000
Dissidents form parallel Nawaz Sharif getslifesentence
Muslim Ipagnc The f my friend’s home. Not only
Karachi, April 6 (PTI) most accurately measured bylht were the family at risk for respiratory
Kozhikode, April 6 Six months after being 1oppled by the compassionate actions of its mem- ailments and the flaring up of asth-
“The Keraka unit of the Indian Ursion army, Pakistan's deposed prime minister bers.'said Coretta Scott King -author,  matic conditions, but their living
Musslim League formally split ingo two Nawaz Shavif was today spared the death activist, civil rights leader andwifeof  spaces, plants, furniture, arte-
today when ata meeting of the “State penalty but swarded life imprisonment Martin Luther King. Today, welivein  facts, ez a/ were laden with
Council.” A new set of “office bearers” for 25 years on bcln;;hdd gmkvnl aworld where we often forgetthatwe  fine dust. The noise was
! i | higacki P arcpanufncummumn mdthm com:  deafening. No tarpaulin
deaders, including the President, Mr. P-M, ina verdict he described as “engi ’ passion and was used, and workers too
S.A. Pookoya Thangal. The nseeting held Juclge Rehmet Hussain Jaffri of antiver- ﬁmcofdubasuaasulhndmsdml had no protective gear. A
at Tellicherry, about 70 kam from here, was rorism court also ordered confiscation ahuman being can display to fellows. few other residents urged
d by Mr. Hamid MP, xlz'mlu- property of the ousted premier, Recently the ncn;hl)tmml'agwd the man renovating to take
and "G verdict in the jam-packed friend unds k some duep i Noaction was
Ikmhsn&amﬂnmmwﬂn court room and later told his weeping and renovation nlhm building, which  taken, Finally, a complaint had o be
Mr. MK, Hajl. till now the Treasurer of the rvhnwundudmg his wife Kulsoom and was bang next door to the friend's. lodged with the relevant authonities
Leagne, docted i hters, to have faith in god. As walls were broken and iron grills for corrective action.

cut through, a massive cloud of dust

While this is one instance, emptying

trash und rubblein frontof a uclﬂt—

petty
could endanger wildlife and en- (T h:‘;um:nsu  farmer and
courage illegal activities under  Uttara Kannada-based
cover of darkness, environmentalist)

way in fostering a sense of oneness.

bour's house

down in their cars with music hL’nnng
and honking madly in the dead of
night are other ways in which
members of a community can
be insensitively treated.

As residents of one locality
oralarger state, we are all
interconnected and, in many
wiys, dependent on cach
other. Right from looking out

for each other’s families, being
mindful of their safery and pitching
in during emergencies, thoughtful
behaviour - even if only virtually on
the social media group - willgoa long.

hing that many of us learnt
during the pandemic. In an era of
latchkey children and nuclear families,
it does take a village to raise a child.
Neither can we forget the benefits of
community policing. That said, if by
chance you find yourself in the circle of
adifficult neighbour, just being civil is
half the battle won.

What we need to realise is that

there is alot to gain from enjoying a
harmonious relationship with neigh-
bours and much to lose from doing the
opposite. The world will be a better
place and the home the sanctuary it is
meant to be.
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Spirallingdownwards
Govt must make its moves carefully

lobal reactions to American President Donald Trump's announcement of
anew tariff for the Unit US)on “Li Day”, April
mnowhtglnnlngwbcmﬂvzyvmyw\ddylnwhmmampt

tariffing US i
nMpucerlmnmmhﬂwadﬁnmwllzvyﬂmeThnnpmdmpmedonmm
This was a straightforward tit for tat — unlike the US administration's ersatz coun-
try-spexific formula, which, in spite of claims, had nothing “reciprocal” to it. Beijing
can perhaps take the risk of a strong line because it is now less dependent on direct
exports to the US than it had been in the past — its producers are at the heart of a
supply chain that spans multiple countries which have been hit with different tariff
rates. Some of those have signalled a desperate willingness for a deal: Cambodia,
heavily dependent on textile exports, faces a ruinous 49 per cent tariff and has vol-
untarily cut import tariffs to 5 per cent in response to the US action. Vietnam has
similarly offered duty-free access to its markets to the US. It is far from certain that
Mr Trump will respond positively — though many US-based companies dependent

on its factory floors, such as shoemaker Nike, would dearly hope that he does.
The markets displayed deep concern at Beijing’s strong and swift retaliation

because the of such over trade actions is well
known. Chuins" nﬁmxsmhhmwnasu\c
Ki al”,

mminlhmammmmknmmmm protectionist
measures. Almost two-thirds of world trade was wiped out till then US President
Franklin D Roosevelt announced that the US would reduce tariffs on any trading
partner that would do so as well. While it is unlikely that world trade will fall to the
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Anew world in the making

ILLUSTRATION: AJAYA MOMANTY

Isittime foraradical rethinkof India’s economic
strategies and prepare accordingly?

imports all take a hit, affecting the expaort revenue of
many countries. For India, this could potentially be a
catastrophic decline in IT (information technology)
outsourcing revenue fram the US.

Since I couldn’t find any intelligent explanation in
the mass media about all this, I dived headfirst into
any possible book that could unravel this puzzle for
me, and I thought I'd share some of my findings with
you, dear reader.

Sewml books analyse the possibilities and effects

The Stor Calm, by George
l-dainunwh‘chpedimslmemnl US economic and

global stabilicy, mdmbndafllwnolhrhmph by
Jahnl’edms.whkharpknsmmhwpemmnd’!

sammhabmksﬂsnllsamdanalysehwlndlamn

bymgl(hm(ksugg&nslndhshmﬂddom
jonal integration and move towards supply-chain
leadership and economic diplomacy beyond Western
and India inth 1 Sanjeev

Sanyal (it gives an insider’s view into how Indian poli-

mmubc‘unmd.Muchdepmrhon’kwmehrg powers, particularly
mﬁannimmed 1f they choose not to limit their reaction merely

y tariffs on trade but al vices, in which he US
mpyusw;iusofcmohmlmwhhuwmd\mun spiral of
opens up.
Indiaisinadifficult position at fact that the
country’s relative means that it has been hit with a

underperformance in exports
much lower rate than, say, Vietnam. But that will not assist existing who

are already receiving demands for 15-20 per cent discounts on US orders that had
already been settled. The exact of how the costs will be
managed — how much will be paid by consumers, by the US-based importer, and by
the India-based exporter — will be decided by negotiations. The question is whether
the financial system in India will be agile enough to provide the working capital
mmhcdlntmynmﬂﬂmpuiod.ﬂtgwmmcmmstﬂmpuyammﬁma&dw

I tothe US
Certainly, India must offer to drop mlmpon&
md\asquxllry—mfmulmdnsandmlmnm mriﬂbsrrim'megvmnnmmwwld
do well to push for an early of the It must also
move swiftly on its free- trade negotiations with the EU and Britain. There is work to
be done to stave off catastrophe.

Bloc development

Bimstec needs to move faster
wenty-eigh itsi ber y of Bengal
o som. orB
thmmnmmkmﬁlagxmmmdpmbyadupnngn
Bangkok Vision 2030, regional prosp

s to build a “prosperous, resilient and open” or'X’RO'Blmbym&)mdcmma
mcfpexx'.mhlny andmuuaﬂcmmalmbiﬂlyhﬁmvmhﬂwummdm
Goals and Tt

vdﬂch'unmsmumﬂngabw-mrbonecuysumﬂmsmhsummk.hoswdby
“Thailand under i i by India as part
of the “PRO" agndAMmmmvcsmmhdb)PntneMmlslzNam:deodJm
wmmmmu

and agri- rch, to a “Bodhi
F " for skill a pilot study for digital public infrastructure, a
Bim of mmpeq.i&mpumlclnm

greater
Bhutan, India, Myanmar, Nepal, Sti Lanka, and Thailand aligns with New Delhi’s
“Aclm mmmmmmmmmmuwmmm

‘global
(19 ir, please don't say this openly ... uwﬂ]luse and, to cover the gap, the govemnment barrows money  are two.
halfour through treasury bonds and then thy ‘Then, there s at deals
Thlswmﬂmmﬂshedm{mml rowing over decades has resulted in its national debt  with what India, | hould do. Thisis
1990s, trillion as of early 2025, I can't helpbut ~ Breaking the Modd: Reimagining India's Economic
when Icould help design feel shak Future, by Raghuram Rajan and Rohit Lamba. It
erft lysds | th the time it mmllmmwm\vmm«mﬁm proposes & new growth path for India, based on
was taking at that time. His business was thentocon-  private tech companies, such as Google (. driven Innova-
duct analysis, a service that Microsoft, Amazon, OpenAl lon, which can be achleved
his company pmvlded to blue-chip o (chmvr) Men. and Apple, yet suhed for small and medium enterprises (SMES).
clients in Indiaand IS) Support d skills
His revenue was generated by neck-deep in debt. The simple rather than mhsldﬂng capital-heavy Industries. In
clients in accordance with the number answer often given Is that these the
of hours spent by his team on this analy- glants are private corporations, not  book cautlons against relying too heavily on exports,
sis, as well as the number of people government-owned, and theirprof-  as China does. This s because they argue that in the
it. its are all distributed to sharehold- enmmmwmmmm.sum“ﬂnmwﬂl
‘This incident from a time nearly three ers,fmnden ind m You can see that,
demdesapmmsnﬂungmmymmd. . year, before Donald
ineffect a slmemmesepmﬂslntheﬁxm Trump was re-elected US President, Mr Trump's key
which! AT BALAKRISHNAN oftaxes. So, whilethese companies  actions have all centred around protectionism:
about even in the 1990s, may soon come are American and lead the world  Increasing import duties for goods coming to the US
mhmmusandmntesnwtmlnev.he in iInnovation, this does not trans-  and demanding reductions in import duties by other
current h lnehloyvemmemrevenue. countries on goods from America.
’Mamﬂunl.‘!uml‘f«npb,!eshlveloﬂm This inthe USand India, th “creativ
Jobs so far this year as the tech industry o world I because  try”, by hock-proof,
lay off workers”. h ¢ deficits in the US and, notjust chase big maihe
Or, mare shocking to me, “Work for designers and (.odhrhld.leadsmnd&tdemdtbymts.dwwudd vukmhlewyuhnlshlms mdfon!un'lndh‘ssa»
photographers in their 30s dryingup..” wilbeﬂvownlnmd’nm(mmljkemm Japan, hich
India,

mm:m.m&m Tam led to bell

thel

in Indl: b

Izmswlmmemecnnumy
“The US could run short of money to pay
August this year...”

When | see these reports about the US situation

the US: it taxes

mer\uanSdnlhm.mdsLsde(auhwmndmsukm

It could also Jead to supply-chain disruption, resulting
in a crash in US demand and a reduction in global
exports, particularly in Asia. It would also mean that
tech orders, services outsourcing, and raw material

exx!lylhe kind of assets that hemmevnlunﬂelna
post: post-US. world™

Is it time for a radical rethink of India’s economic
strategies and prepare for this new world coming?

US tariffs: Running blind on a tightrope

ast week, American President Donald Trump
set th Imposing
massive tariffs on countries/gecgraphical

(US) such as Chlm. .lapln. South Korea, Vietnam,

overseen by Elon Musk. Doge aims to skash $2 trillion
from the US Federal Budget, which totals over
$675 trillion.

3. Tariff revenues: The third plank of the strategy
Is 1o ralse revenues. For Mr Trump, the mest obvious

diktat when the presidency itself lasts just four years?

‘The biggest issue Is the assumption that while Mr
“Trump upendds the existing order at his own will, “all
other things will remain equal”. They will not. China,
which Is ruled with an iron hand. has an enormous

India, and Union.

capacity
1t has retaliated with a 34 per cent increase in tariffs on

mind-boggling. A month ago, 1 “Unless  tariffs could 00- annually.

something changes, Trump is a huge threat right now, 4.Geostrategy: The next part of the strategy s sup- Us!mpunx.snnmommsslan US companies, and a
which is perhaps not being fully recognised.” In fact, posedly to force negotiations with Europe, lem the US

way back in mid-November, [ wrote: “It would besul-  Australla, South Korea, and Talwan — il e it China, the world's largest holder

cidal to assume that his promised actions would be
tempered.... E\'enllapnnm‘l‘mmpmamlslmple

depend on the US for thelr security — lnlwzythn
benefits US trade and Investment. This is why the

ofmmuna.mnmn!ume)dddsupbydumphg
US debt. The People’s Bank of China has announced

balance Asian Assc for m,"m,m the Trump he digital system will be fully
whichtznslmswth?akﬁhn!nwmrdzmivmmnymndbumimequmbnu A 5 “The final plank of this strategy s to h f Asean
whether Bimstec can fulfil da tensions n.nd“ to chart and fo Inthe US. While Asi; d six West Aslan countries,
have Indo ties have m@lﬂnwmmloﬁaed um.\t!d!cmbieﬁmn theymﬂmuyﬁumdh:wera there are no estimates on how much investment and ~ which means that 38 per cent of the world's trade
Mr Chief, how many jobs this will create, there  volume will bypass the SWIFT (Soclety for Workdwide
i & itis far from clear that the agendas ummmmmumm are only a few pledges — from com- Financial system,
choth " since from Trump apologists. panies like Talwan Semiconductor, dominated by the US dollar. Reparts say that SWIFT
ith over 900,000 Rok ucivilwer, yhas Hyundal Motors, Nvidia, and Apple. o Mm&mﬂ:fxﬂs
fost its grip an maost of the country, means it can make little productive contribution 1. Force ylelds lower: The biggest ‘ What if the plan fails? seconds, possibly leading to a massive shift away from
tothe grouping. problem for the US Is its massive ~ Evenassumingthisisall well thought  the dollar.
Second, the has been Y inertia. Bimstec meetings were natlonal debt of $36 trillion, of which out, It is an extremely risky st
ke p ytwo years but there i A $9.2 trillion must be refinanced In akin to running blind on a tightrope.  Itwillbemessy

iat in Dhak 2014 but 2025, The only short-term fix for this Forone, tariffs come Intoeffect imme-  Countries will attempe to work out deals with the US.
Acharter, for the isation, was adopted in Is Jower yields, which would mean ‘The deals will be messy, long-drawn-out, and likely to
mﬁﬂhmmm &mnppennmbcplmmdﬁm&ucﬁdh lower interest payments. How can Mr |Rm'nommolm mstswﬂlhepnsedontomcon be capriciously altered. As the world learns of these
while Thailand and (As humpdnva)deldslbdowno«mduma 5 S0 iux:\enmd “This could Dagts i WL poi media
) Sbonds, especial-  DEBASHI inflation spiks jobloss- s, 1o be drawn and redrawn,
“5"“"""‘“‘““‘""‘“’:“““‘ Bt i ':’;"‘m'ffm lywhen inflation rates are not low? By es. Ifinflation rates remain high, the s demands

mnging agenda covering 14 areas  Investment cllmate playing the madman, which creates Fed may ralse rates, and the “lower- . ds. The most i
change, tourism, that yield” plan will fail. The Fed can cut rates during a  Is higher tariffs, but at lower rates than the current
a meaningful alliance. Aﬁwmwmmwhrhw-swunlnmhas risk: vy exitstocks  recession, but that would also lead to massivejoblosses  ones, along with lower economic growth across the
made no tivity via and buy US treasuries, thus viekds Whatwould  and lower tax revenues. The savings effected by Doge  board — perhaps leading to a recession, lower US tax

mdmmmmdmmmmlmgygﬂd allnfwlud:havemzputmualln

lcgalmmmmhumﬂsmndm@lfmnmcmcasgmmdynamismm
its functioning. No doubt the growing power of China in the region and the need to
build greater intra group economic ties following the US tariffs are concentrating
mlmtmmnmunalcnplmlsnml.Asﬂmhlystcounmnymlhcbbc much will

lowering:
help additionally is the US Federal Reserve cutting
Interest rates. This is why Mr Trump was yelling at
Jerome Powell, dulrmmor(hetrs}ed.mmmm

could fall far short of targee while causing massive dis-
ruption in US socety. Mr Trump cannot have trade
tariffs, jobs, and reshoring all at the same time.

revenues, new trade alliances with China at the centre,
and continued uncertainty. Not since Covid has the
wmldhmdxmhadimmmmm:ndmwuy

Friday. lftradednlsmsmxk.umwulbemneedfm Equity markets, which are derivatives of business
A will take years. A economy, will react olatility
dﬂx.mmnmsecmmmkdhk'munp'smx- man has sald, the company makes large investment  and tum. Buckle up.

egy isto cut thy

based on a 20- to 30-year outlook, not on

depend on how India

months and years, Why tolong- i

work:

and fraud” l’mmmelishdenlaudga.mslsme
of Doge:

term in the US based on a

. . . .
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Nvidia: From videogames tothe Al revolution —— P —-
I pany nearly techir h
memhﬁ!hauhe’mlachmhu‘illm hadn’theard loyal b fex
Ichildren. Th woefully di ferth much | investors Theguy tfiredafter
behind. up on! his intothose moments,
1 I o decis It
predator(*Itry inthat that He
£ Al fromthe way,” ity " THETHINKING hired well, hesaw asakinder. lessevil versionofhistech
Chinesecompany DeepSeek. fh d i | MACHINE: Jensen
ArivaltoChatGPT, theChinesechatbot | In1973,at10yearsold, helmmigratedtothe MACHING m"';-. m.’ around comers. Forall hisverbal abuse, he hasn't
fraction of th L Th T risk
challenge of writing a book on the h ychips. Th Oregon, where, W Huangtook was exploit low-wage workers.
tech industry, especially. accepted wisdom that theonlywayto [ Denny’s, Author: listeningtoa Sill, the bigquestions about how Al will
as rapidly evolvingas antificial intel- ~ impy heplayed ng- the Stephen Witt
ligence (Al), is that the story will beslightly = moneyat Publisher: who, in2013, pitched = When Witt triestoask Huang about these
out of date In the few months between the | ofits hardware. When the markets yth ly video Penguin Random ki things, the CEO off, saying, "1
final in ! in January, Nvidia's andl House called “neuralnets” | feellikeyou now,
hitting the shelves. stock price tumbled. out FiAEMEN Wl : 2u8 thena fringearea and I'mjust not that guy.” before getting
Forexample, Stephen Witt's The r, th an InIwa, - on | Price: ¥899
the ‘Thestory ofhow Nvidia i d of tr dful of acad heend, The
CEO Jensen Huang, wh Wall | ahund hers.} and thy
i Al I founded Nvidia.a hechi set future.
hatGPT, pany PCvideo | theerror. tool fortoday’s Q2. notof
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The missing middle

ation finds bij S ort
in Parliament

he Budget session of Parliament was not-
able for reasons both good and bad. The
sittings of the two Houses umched

Prescribe preventive medicine for a healthy India

beyond midnight to clear the Waqf |

Bill 2025, The debates reflected the significant di-
vergence of opinion on the management of Wagf
properties, but were held in a convivial at

ere. The Chairs of both Houses were elat
preside over a productive session and the ruling
BJP was content to find allies strongly on its side,
particularly on the Waqf law amendment. Parlia-
ment also approved President’s Rule in Manipur,
following debates held past midnight. The Oppo-
sition was buoyant that it got to have its say. It had
its constituents holding together, and it even at-
tracted some fence sitters on select issues during
the session. The BJP not only managed to steer
the legislative agenda but also played to the gal-
lery to please its political constituency. It was, ho-
wcvu.nonllpodmwl Dﬁthl.-ﬂouro(l‘urln-
ment, b advisory of
the two Houses saw sharp exchanges, in one in-
stance prompting Rajya Sabha Chairman Jagdeep
Dhankhar to walk out. The stand-off between the
Congress and Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla, on
the Lok Sabha Leader of the Opposition, Rahul
Gandhi, not being given adequate opportunities
to speak, remained unresolved.

The vote on the Waqf Bill exposed the diffe-
rences within the Biju Janata Dal (BJD) as well as
the divergence between prospective allies, the
BJP and the AIADMK. The BJD’s decision not to is-
sue a whip riled many within the party, more so
considering BJD patriarch Naveen Patnaik’s clear
stance against the Wagf Bill. One of the reasons
for the AIADMK-BJP split in 2023, was the region-
al party's fear of losing its minority voter base.
The AIADMK voted against the Wagf Bill, under-
scoring its reservations about the BJP's agenda.
While the YSRCP, the AIADMK and the BJD
showed an eagerness to keep a distance from the
BJP, the JD(U) and the TDP ended up in an em-
brace of their dominant nlhytmuhmenu of the
Wagf amendments may be le but the B
vernment's refusal to take the Muslim

ndia stands at the cusp of economic glory, premature heart disease, stroke, and diabetes for instance, machine leamning models can scan
aspiring to become a $5 trillion economy ‘) cases can be prevented by addressing lifestyle chest X-rays or computed tomography (CT) scans
and a global . However, there 'Q" factors, to detect early lung nodules or early signs of fatty
is a "silent epidemic” of Today, around 22%23% of adults are liver that a human might miss,
mnmmunkxble dbensu (NCDs) that overweight, and there is an urgent need to tackle pre-emptive action.
and obesity. We must make physical activity a part of p dici d by
ambitions. dely NCDsmlhtludn‘n\-enl Dr. Prathap C one's daily routine with at least 30 minutes of Al, should always remain humane,
death in the country, accounting for roughly Reddy moderate exercise a day, be it in the U”Jnmonne and patient-centric.
two-thirds of all deaths, To secure a healthy and s Chairman, fonnulu(llkiﬂﬁ. YOga, or sports. A digital health and Al
future, India must urgently e Apallo Hospitals healthy diet rich in fruits, vegetables, will be our mnm albes in making
tive health-care mindset - one that can and proteins, and lower in sugar, salt, preventive care more proactive, precise,
before there is a need to heal. and unhealthy fats is a must, and accessible.
Air pollution is a health emergency -
The rising tide of NCDs, their economic toll directly impacting rates of chronic
Owrdwpmkwdcudu.mdhhnundm obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD), vaemh!mtdmisnajunasanf
ol lung cancer, and even heart attacks. We WORLD services but a mindset. | envision a
diuuu nﬂl-lnﬁmmhnvemmum!n must view pollution control as part of HEALTH DAY  fyyre whﬂ!ﬂ!ry individual,
control but have been overtaken by NCDs, medicine. corporate and go
Chronic conditions such as heart di Finnlly. the most important measure is regular | thinks “health-first” in every action and policy.
Mmcmn.chmﬂclumdkmnnd hu these condi dividuals must become the champions of their
stroke kill an estimated five million to six million saeminvunim;mmemolw own health. I urge every reader to schedule that
Indians each year. What is particularly alarming is ﬁanarelrlhr lfkhm!uflmi!y story, can check-up you have been post and make
that NCDs are striking Indians at younger ages. erally be a lifesaver. Early detection means small daily changes such as taking the stairs or
India's wuddngage population is increasingly timely intervention ~ controlling blood pressure cutting down on sugar to protect your well-being.
Mtli:smd —maednulrhbﬁh‘lmd!:md wh:‘nki‘zjl‘v(::‘l::xlmt before it causes amorl:tmuu Capamu and wudplacu play a pivotal role by
relies on the you! mograpl n precancerous pol re it tums into colon wellness
fact, 22% of Indians over 30 years are at risk of cancer, Screening such as mammograms for fmmnnnualhullhchechmmhmse
dying from an NCD before they hit the age of 70. breast cancer or HPV tests for cervical cancer can | counsellors and fitness sessions.
We see this mirror in our h every month find early, curable stages of disease. Health-care providers must pivot from a
with 30- to 40-year olds with heart ailments or in reactive cure model to a preventive care model.
need of due to diabetic complications, P The 's role is ly
the human cost, the economic impact Dmlmlhuflyh - from by and initi nxhuxheNldmumepame
of NCDs is staggering due to the resulting loss of lpmlndmbluwbigdaunmlytu isa for Prevention and Control of NCDs and the
productivity and reduced workforce game changer. India has over 750 million establishment of Health and Wellness Centres
participation. Studies estimate that NCDs may smartphone users, which means we have the that focus on screening and prevention are stellar
already be costing India around 5%-10% of its ability to deliver health advice, reminders, and steps. Beyond this, public policies should also be
GDP. A World Economic Forum (and Harvard With India risk assessments in the palm of everyone’s hand. health-oriented: urban should create
School of Public Health) study projected that Kicknie o Wearable devices and health trackers allow green spaces for exercise; education curricula
between 2012 and 2030, NCDs would inflict a loss ng individuals to keep an eye on their health stats. should include health and nutrition, and food
of around $3.5 trillion-$4 trillion un the Indian growing The integration of such real-time data into i regulations should encourage reduced
Hence, an pidemic of care plans is an exciting new frontier. salt and sugar.
mhhwehmnnapemehuunemmm: non- Mmtmuﬁmmﬁvekdlemknlknﬂldal lntheyun!hllhmnm!nmmnh
strategy. is our best policy ¢ icable (A} in predictive health modelling. Al | pr I, 1 have
for sustainable ment. diseases, there algorithms can malyu vast datasets to predictan | seen lhouund: of lives Irlm&)rmed because a
'mepodmwlilﬂmnmlNCDnmlm needs 1o be individual’s risk for various NCDs with disease was caught early or a risk factor was
& v lifestyles, awareness that remarkable accuracy. Al tools can analyse an managed in time. Every individual has the power
dku. tobacco and alcohol use, pollution, and s individual's le and generate a "health risk to make choices that guard their health. And
Mukpndhwnkimmmeufdnhy one can heal score” that the likelihood of, say, a those choices, scaled across 1.4 billion Indians,
its. By modifying these, we can significantly before there Is cardiac event or develoj diabetes over the can help define our nation's health and happiness
NCD risk. It is estimated that about 80% of | a need to heal’ next decade. Al also helps in early diagnostics - and ensure we reach our economic goals too,

ty into confidence on an important piece of legis-
lation is a classic sign of majoritarianism. Barring
a nominated member in the upper House, no
Muslim MP supported the amendments. The
Wagf debate also highlighted the fact that the rul-
imaﬂhnmdnuno(h.v!uindedzdadmem-
ber from the community in Parliament. Beyond
the veneer of efficient outcomes, the session

sharpened political and

Health and sanitation as the pillars of a healthy India

Discussions should ideally expand the
ground, but this session failed on that count,

Tragedy of a commons

Courts and the state must not throttle
free flow of information

hile ordering the Wikimedia Founda-

tion to undo changes on the Wikipe-

dia page on Asian News International
(AND), the Dethi High Court said “people at large
have a tendency to accept statements made on
[Wikipedia's) web as gospel truth”. In
the hearing of the dezmndm suit that ANI had
filed in 2024, the court had taken some question-
able pasitions. For example, it sought the identi-
ties of the volunteers who edited the ANI page,
whase anonymit, J the platform allows to protect
them from retaliation. thn the Foundation
sought more time, the court observed: “We will
close your business transactions here... We will
ask the government to block Wikipedia... If you
don't like India, please don't work in India.” The
Foundation had appealed for its right to safe har-
bour under the Information Technology Act
2000, but the court concluded in favour of the
plaintiff because, it observed, “statements on the
page pertaining to the plaintiff are all sourced
from ... editorials and opinionated pages”. Wiki-

pedia is written and
who are expected to follow the platform's guide-
lines, Unlike newspapers or scientific journals,
the encyclopedia does not purport to publish
new information; volunteers are instead expect-
ed to repeat with mnbuﬂon or mpmduce with
hed el-
sewhere, with a ptefemce for nepuuble sourc-
es. In this light, the court order is problematic.
mmudmnhwdiymoﬂmminuhen to
be infons and vice versa. P
and g have punished mem-
bers uf civil society for repadm an allegedly of-
fensive claim rather than address the original
claim itself. Opinions are rejected even as data is
withheld to deny those who express them oppor-
tunities to align them with verifiable facts. In this
case, the court had expressed concern for ANI's
credibility, whether volunteers wha edited the
ANI page had followed the
in lmzr and spirit, lnd whether xhe opinion as
expressed on the page could be allowed to stand.
In the , it established that the Founda-
tion's ability to maintain the democratic struc-
ture that has allowed Wikipedia to become so
popular and reliable is limited for lndh'l users: to
the extent of public tolerance for certain opi-
nions. Ultimately, the aforementioned “people’s
tendency” and the state's ability to influence it
put Wikipedia and similar decentralised collabo-
rations at risk. That is a tragedy. These collabora-
tions adopted their designs to sidestep the sort of
centralised information control that some coun-
tries, including India, have sought. Courts and
the state would do well to accommodate these
collaborative efforts rather than treat them with
contempt ~ and the people should engage with
these efforts and their guidelines as well.

" @

n this World Health Day (April 7), as are the result of sustained political commitment, Women are not just beneficiaries, they are also
nations reflect on the foundations of [i and water testers, sanitation entrepreneurs, and local
human well-being, India stands tall with a ownership, leaders. Over 2.48 million women have been
lesson: and sanitation are In 2019, the Jal Jeevan Mission was launched to | trained to test water quality, and women:-led
not separate pursuits, but are two sides of a coin. ensure every rural household receives Self Help Groups are managing
Under the leadership of Prime Minister Narendra clean drinking water through a tap sanitation assets, recycling centres, and
Modli, India has undertaken a sanitation and SwatiMeenaNalk | connection. This is more than even sanitary napkin production. This is
water mvohuiundmhumxanly chlnuzdthe is Joint Secretary, infrastructure, It is an investment in the vision of a Viksit Bharat where no
way we live but also how we thrive. National Jal Jeevan human potential with far-reaching child misses school because of a lack of
Mission (NJJM) socio-economic impact. Research by water, no woman walks miles with a pot
Rural missions that made a difference Nobel Laureate Dr. Michael Kremer has on her head, and no family loses a loved
The story of modern India cannot be told without shown that nearly 30% infant deaths one to preventable illness.
acknowledging the contribution of the Swachh can be reduced if safe water is made The journey to health is the journey
Bharat Mission (SBM) Grameen and the Jal Jeevan available to families for drinking and MEALTH DAY to dignity. A toilet brings privacy. Clean
Mission (JJM). These programmes are not just 1.36 lakh child deaths (under five years) SRR water brings opportunity. Waste
about toilets and tap water alone. They represent can be prevented with universal protects the
a shift in the soul of the nation, These rural coverage. WHO estimates suggest the JJM Each link in the sanitation chain connects directly
missions symbolise dignity, equity, and, above all, could avert four lakh diarrhoeal deaths with safe to a healthier, safer society. The lessons we have
health. drinking water supply at home. And, 5.5 crore learnt highlight the importance
‘When the Prime Minister launched the SBM hours are saved every day, mostly by women, inter-ministerial collaboration which is
from the ramparts of the Red Fort in 2014, he who had earlier spent time fetching water. State non-negotiable,
ignited a movement that has touched every Bank of India research finds that the availability
Indian household, making it a people's of water within premises led to increased It is about convergence
nmml—nknAndnlandmmmdwtdh P P women in Iture and allied Since, health is not the concern of one Ministry
ioural ¢ and i | equity. activities. alone, it is the outcome of convenged action
By 2019, India had declared itself Open ’n-e Sujnl and Swnduh Gmn nmpn;n. across water, sanitation, nutrition, education, and
Defecation Free (ODF) and taken significant steps I rural development. We must recognise that
mﬂmsm&!(nfmussm hygkmuuhzvil.lmkve] Ius!lu'ﬂ!rp!vlnl!d Imﬁa:modelllnmlnmhr it is global. Our
chievi communities. Thousands of villages have already | innovations, community-led models, and use of
sanitation nnd hypme for all by 2030) :nd also been declared Swachh Sujal, which is an technology whether through realtime
ending open defecation, 11 years ahead of time, important marker of holisdc pu.blk heallh dashboards, Galvanizing Organic Bio-Agro
The SEM has been a powerful public hulth Dhan (or GOBARdhan) biogas plants,
intervention. A World Health Organization (WH !y!lammlhnleﬂdinummdmdmofpodm or plastic waste management units are blueprints
report estimated from 2014 to 2019, through zhg for rural for the world, especially the Global South. Lastly,
mission, over three lakh diarrhoeal preventive health-care model. we must continue to work through a mutual
deaths were averted. The Gates Foundation undammdmg that every rupee invested in
reported in 2017 that there were 58% higher cases On the ground Water, Sanitation and (WASH) yields
of wasting among children in non ODF areas. A Sanitation and water are the first line of defence manifold returns in health, productivity, gender
UNICEF study (2017) found that 93% of women in public health. They are the invisible shield that | equity, and environmental sustainability.
felt safer after getting a toilet at home and ODF protects communities from disease, women from India is committed towards progressing
families saved 250,000 annually in health-care The story of indignity, and children from lost opportunity. A forward on the United Nations Sustainable
costs, ensuring higher savings. The SBM has modern India Is healthy nation is a productive nation. A clean Development Goals and this World Health Day,
proved | Groundy connected to nation is a resilient one, we need to and remember that
contamination in ODF villages is 12.7 times less every link in the Today, more than 80% of India’s rural good health begins not in hospitals, but in homes
Ikely. ensuring long-term health resilience in % Ty households have tap water connections, Over with access to clean water, sanitation, and a
rural communities. A (2024) Nature study sanitation chain 96% villages have been declared as ODF Plus, shared resolve. As we move forward, India
estimated that 60,000 to 70,000 child deaths are 'Lh‘“. {""“"" ina more than 5.07 lakh villages have solid waste remains committed to sharing its journey,
prevented every year due to ler and systems, and 5.23 lakh villages have | collaborating globally, and co-creating a cleaner,
access. These outcomes are not mdcknlal. they safer soclety liquid waste management systems in place. healthier, and more resilient world.
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Bill and debate should also be conceded to non-political groups. The | a vote in both Houses. No will thwart the right-wing's winner in the debate.
| see the path taken, though | that if such provisions are present Oppasition should element of force was visible. | plans. S, Seshadri,
individually, by some or the whole Bill is found to | also remember that it too PRV, Raja, G. David Milton, Chennai
Members of Parliament, in be against the Constitution, | would face the same Pandalam, Kerals Maruthancode, Tamil Nady
chdlengmg the a procedure to amend the situation if and when the “Listless Super Kings'
voted and Constif also exists. INDIA bloc comes to power. | The article in the Organiser | It is heartening that our CSK losing on its home turf?
appcwed Waqf Nobody can question the The most unacceptable does cause some elected representatives The lions on the throne
umendmcml Bill in the validity of such procedures allegation is that from a apprehension (Inside pages, | respected the sanctity of have become mice under it
Supreme Court of India, as being followed by the senior party leader who *Organiser withdraws democracy by engaging in at Chepauk. Two losses at
the rule of law. It is also Houses. found the Bill “passed by article after Cong, questions | constructive debate in the home on the trot is
reported that more parties Now for the other issue. force”. its ‘motive)" April 6). The temple of democracy, All shocking. The team has to
are set to follow the route. If | Some parties have plans to Surely, pariamentary line in the magazine about this while, the country has make amends and revive its
the allegation of there take the issue to the streets. | proceedings often have the extent of the properties been a mute spectator to fortunes to be contention
having been a violation of Political parties that are a stories of disruptions and owned by the Catholic the loss of money as a for the playoffs,
the Constitution is true, itis | part of parliamentary the passage of Bills without | Church appears to be result of frequent
for the Court to hear and proceedings have no moral debates. But this time, it ominous. United struggles disruptions and Chennai
make a final judgment. right to do so, disturbing was not so. Both Houses of by all those who believe in ldjoummnu in Letters emailed to
Such scrutiny by the the normal life of citizens. Parliament engaged in long | the Inthe end, only | (etters@thehindu.co.in
judidiary is as per law. It Street protests may be left debates. And there was also | guaranteed freedoms alone | democracy emerged the must carry the postal address.
as @ . S - » -
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BECAUSE THE TRUTH INVOLVES US ALL

REACHING OUT

BIMSTEC summit was an opportunity that India
seized to lend substance to its Act East Pohcy
INDI fresh
impetus to the Bay of Bengal regional forum, the Bay of Bengal Initiative for Mul-
tisectoral Technical and Economic Cooperation or BIMSTEC, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has strengthened the Act East palicy and India's regionalism. The

Z

‘WorbpLY WISE
PEACE AND JUSTICE ARE TWO
SIDES OF THE SAME COIN.
— DWIGHT 1) EASENHOWER

Astudy on torture by police brings out disturbing
patterns. We need a law against use of these methods

PRAKASH SINGH

COMMON CAUSE, A reputed NGO, in collab-
oration with the Lokniti Programme of the
Centre for the Study of Developing Societies
(CSDS), released a comprehensive report on
police torture and (un)accountability on
March 26 It explores the nature, causes and

lnuu EMMMW:qumdwmmcmdlndhm

factors that
police: ia. The study
sonnel of different ranks across 17 states and

bound by historical andici Banghok did not acruire the
strategic Malaysia, Si and, very ing features, There are, however,
mmummmmww s ndspace'ﬂwhu! the second some ing features as well.
s e Torture has been defined in the UN
R whvs o M_'_::"""' Convention {1984) as “any act by which se-
- T, vere pain or suffering, whether physical or
last few ties, Thanks anisirnnﬁmd!yinﬂlmdonapum
(kmmvna—hemlhrlnduﬂmlmdhasbmmamqu of leisure for
travel for pun-
security i € the i the id mwmd(oinm— tshughunfwmxtlrurathudpursmhas
ify =, & alyino
ing bil with Thailand als: for isi BIMSTEC fo- ud.mmmnhrldamuamaumhunuamwd
person, or for any reason based on discrimi-
umeat 14 (Bhwtan, Bangladesh, India, Nepal and nation of any kind when such pain or suffer-
Srilank MThalhnd)mdndmlWhhefunln ingis infli orat AL with
haslnmptdalnuwmmnujoudmsm ism. The Modi has in- i orac of a public offi-

BIMSTEC after it was clear at the 2014 Kathmandu
mmtdwxdmhhnnwammwalawanymmmu!mmnum-

cdmmh«mmmmlnmuﬂhdapx
ity." India signed the UN ion against

Tnnum(l.NtAT)mthnhasmnﬂkdlL

nomic Wy for greater

alisationof BIMSTEC in the form of pecific
of areas. The Bangkok summit saw the ion of i
agreement and adoption of a vision document for the forum.

mmMmdmmmmmMmﬂmthuw&eremMn

The report brings out that 20 per cent of
the police personnel feel that it is “very im-
partant” for the police to use “tough methods™
tocreate fear amongst the public and another

fnnhranlmym wuhmemamve

has killed d pibabin b Growing Inother wards,55 percent of police person-
iy e nel favour tough methods to some degree.

y Significan talked
ption of BIMSTEC Ma‘ th and Suum East Asia, Myanmat’s increas- What m:ey' mm e ‘,: :nwl;:
ingi ionalisolati Modi's meeting: ions of torture

Yunus, the chief adviser of the i is step havembeendanﬂv:dmnqumﬂ.
mdeﬁs:rud\e&nsmbﬂwunbdhuﬂbhahtmlmdmahmd thy of Incases i and
Sheikh ast August, Whil i child lifting, one in four police jus-
" P i natt tify mob violence, implying that they do not
apmunHdeuL y h.the hostile . acting as the judge. jury and exe-
5 i < cutioner in such cases. Another disturbing

India’s desire “to forge iti d ing i percent of poli

Dethi ha: i i in believe that killing “dangerous criminals” is

ing the Hasina years. It is also aware that without pmdumve nwmenl with Dhaka,
there is no way of building the BIMSTEC as a credible regional forum,
Join FREE Telegram Channel https.//t me/+Bu7senHpQdhlODg1

THE COUNTER STRIKE

China's retaliation to Trump tariffs adds fuel to a global trade
war, whose main belligerents are the world's top two economies
HE SLAPPING OF a 34 per cent duty by China on all goods imported from the
US is striling for how fast it came — pnmmmmmnmoum
Trump, onApril 2, unvedled his
rys\mcdlyaddvrssﬁwlmtmusf‘r&demmas asymmemam
" it follows.
nlya-mdatﬂuna‘l‘nmlud.lnum February, imposed a 10 per cent blanket additional
tariff on Chinese imports, whmwudmﬂedmzopcrmammhhmmigmehl-

better than giving them a legal trial. But, it is
also a fact that 74 per cent police personnel
are of the view that "no matter how danger-
ousacriminal is, the police should try to catch
them and try to follow proper legal proce-

The Common Cause report
brings out that 20 per cent
of the police personnel feel
that itis ‘very important’ for
the police to use ‘tough
methods’ to create fear
amongst the public and
another 35 per cent think it
is ‘somewhat important.” In
other words, 55 per cent of
police personnel favour
tough methods to some
degree. Significantly, they
have not talked of torture,
What these tough methods
are and at what stage they
assume the dimensions of
torture have not been
clarified in the report.

dures” In matters ularym, although 41 per

lmes as "silent specntou who "do not

are "always" adhered to, 24 per cent said that
they are “rarely or never” adhered to. Kerala,

wemmrmd 'mmpwmdunﬂut
medical mnumnons of arresn'd persons

where 94 per cent said “always”, expert-
highest compliance, isein forensnc medume there were in-
On the use of third-degree methods, 30 uch
P police or.
The infact, withallthe

inal cases, Surprisingly, 9 per cent )usnﬁed
mmhtkmnmpmydhm'mew-

concerned agencies for incidents of torture,
The police are, of course, the main culprit.

timsof
poor and marginalised communities. The
groups generally targeted are Adivasis, Dalits
and Muslims, people who cannot read and
wirite, and slum dwellers.

C dhial liscrepanciesin
figures furnished by different agencies, Thus,
in the year 2020, the National Crime Records
Bureau (NCRB) reported 76 cases, while the

sive role; the doctors by not deputing spe-
dialists who could identify signs of torture,
The Nat aro o
been criticised for not defining torture and
for its "coloured attitude™ towards the vic-
ﬁms of torture.

isthatithas

x made any observations on the factors

70 cases. The Nat’mul Campaign Ayinsl

to the use of torture in the
Indian context, Very briefly, these are: A con-

nmmilllcmhwasasmdomm
that during 2018-22 there were -

of the colonial police culture, for
which there is no justification, the near ab-
sence of acc ty, pressure from lhz

nms!nrdmdxsmpolnan:dy

An encouraging part of the report is
where the researchers found that an over-
whelming 79 per cent of police personnel
favour training in human rights, 71 per cent
mmmnundedptmmmd torture and 79

political masters and
quick results, inadequate training, and pub-
lic support for short-cut solutions because of
the failure of the criminal justice system to
deliver within a time-frame.

Tosture s, sadly, practised by police forces

The report says that there was consen-
sus amolqlzwyns and judges that conks-

wiorkd. The most wphim‘cndmd

Jythe pi

US G
riety for its inhuman treatment of detznus

admissible, It is worthwhile placing on the
record that the Malimath Committee had
suggested that confessions made before a
senior police officer of the rank of
Supenmmdcnl or above should be admis-

coercion, The Law Commissionof India had
also, inits 69th Report (1977), proposed in-
troducing Section 26A in the Indian

Iraq'sAbuGl

suspects. About Russia, China and Pakistan,
the less said, the better,

This is, however, not to justify the use of
torture under any circumstances, India must
enacta law aumst torture, ratify the UN
i
the police from external pressures as man-
MWIMWMSMM

Evidence Act to make before
senior police officers admissible. fessional, i ruleof
lhesmdy included in-depth i i innil the trust and
i lawvers and jud: of the people.
jobs involve interacting with the police and
those in custody, It was “very rare” to see The writer, umvrdpdxrdnef
magistrates interacting with arrested per- has been campaigning for
sons. In fact, one lawyer described magis- reforms for nearfy three decodes

LANEL

ON RARE DISEASES, FALLING SHORT

Despite court verdicts, life-saving drugs remain inaccessible for many

HARris BE!:MN

est 34 per cent reciprocal tariff takes the total duty on Chis USto 54
per cent. Chinese retaliation was swilt, even as the world was digesting Trump's country-

specific reciprocal tariffs.
That Chinais at Trump' \ is al: from the high tariffs (46-49 per
cent) he has levied on Vietnam, Laos and Cambodia, besides Ildoncsla (32 per cent),
‘percent)and Sl ) These.
h i i lites fo 'utlrwlmthrirluwulﬂnlmmasmﬂas

THREE DECADES HAVE passed since the
Supreme Court held that the right to health
and medical care is a fundamental right un-
der Amde 21 of the Constitution. The

Pulicy
Mndﬂl mmhtrspdﬂram cases
of sickness and disablement, However, the

rerouting exports to ciroumvent US tariffs. A lot of the i from Vi
mUSMwwmhummwsmwmuwtudlmdmlomdpmdmmmm

Uni ily Welfare

(MBHM).IIHI! appmachmnmmmm

i ﬂ"ﬂnnsume "

13479

m(h:u i sl(n#lL )
to get around du This has wobal "
trade patients have registered in the National
bl O i oot i o . Registry for Rare and Other Inherited
Thil if China were to make up for the | po

Dnsm\'lers The Delhi Hnm Court observcd
while dec

tothe LIS ($438 9 billion out of a total $3.6 trillion in
or dumping in other markets. Others too — be it the export-dependent southeast Asian
economies or even the US, shut out of the Chinese market — may adopt similar beggar-
thy-neighbour measures. One hopes better sense will prevail and all sides — especially

of rare diseases that in acnunlryllklndu,
where if not lakhs, of
fer from rare diseases, cannot adopt a help-

mentation of the policy.

The challenge that the patients face is the
high cost of treatment. Take Spinal Muscular
Atrophy (SMA ). The annual cost of treatment
using risdiplam is upward of Rs 72 lakh The fi-
nancial support offered under the NPRD has a
limit of Rs 50 lakh per patient. This gets ex-
hausted soon, and as a result, many patients
cannot continue the treatment. The ministry
told the Supreme Court that it could not ex-
tend assistance beyond Rs 50 lakh per patient
due toa lackof funds.

A patient who had exhausted the funds
approached the Kerala Hcfuadu!munm
the Un

Given India’s facturing
capabilitics, these drugs can
be produced at a fraction of
the current prices if patent

L

The High Court issued the direction, but the
ministry went to the Supreme Court and ob-
uindanimimmy.mSuplermnM

SMA and cystic fibrosis respectively, can be
manufactured locally. The first generic version
oradvuznshundudaamms;num

these drugs can be produced at a fraction of
o -

dressed. Patent monopolies are a significant
barrier to local production. After securing
patents, their hnldevs often cxplou the mo-

nopoly by

bea
mute spectator in the face of such strategies.

Despite the NPRD's intention to support
rare disease patients, delays and funding re-
strictions are Jeaving hundreds — including
children — without access to life-saving treat-
n!ru.ﬂwm'm'my‘s refusal to provide addi-

* % Bk o o % less approach. Courts also cannot be mute onC brances are add: to patient’s re- RD
Trump and Chinese presldun)(l]mpmg-—sltul_!!mgu(unngxi:lesnun.hrlndu. spm?l‘x’u’xﬁzmanmnl registered pa- n e ““ ; qmwhxhllusnmdnne And instead of sted by the DetthuhCmmlnen-
however, hope cannot be a strategy. It should definitely not be a party to any trade war or tients, but Patent potics sre a examining the range of policy options sug- gmn access to |k-uvm;
revert to protectionism. On the mmnly muxuhslng and simplifying its import tariffs tered individuals suffumg from rare dis- significant barrier to local gested by the Delhi High Court, the ministry
the 20 —would, mm global com- eases,” The small number of usesvshould production. After securing almotumn! astay from th Court  of the ittee of the health
p kein India through it i i nd addi p t action. The patents, their holders often on this order. ministry, Ihmnucdd\gnlmsarultmpe
Nalite India itself asa beaconof Saacit: the . the gov 4 2 . : agraph 11 nflheNHlD _ﬂrywilbe alacrity. No fam-
A and policy stabil emment has not taken its responsibility se- exploit the monopoly by {PW toapproach watching
economic prydence and policy stabilky, riously. It required the intervention of the refusing to market life- the [ of Ph orthe  their ble di i
Delhi High Court for the MoHFW to approve saving medicines in India. Department of Promotion of Industry and  ply because life-saving medicines remain in-
~ the National Policy for Rare Diseases 2021 - N Internal Trade to facilitate the Jocal produc-  accessible due to high costs.
FreezE FRAME EPUNNY  (NPRD)onMarch30,2021.InMay2023,the 1 Degovernmentneednotbe b il o such
Delhi HC directed the formation of a five- amute spectator in the face medicines, particularly small molecules like Thewriteris a Rajya Sabha MP,
member committee to oversee the imple- of such strategics. and trikafta for the of the Indian Union Muskim League
Join FREE Whatsapp Channel hitpsc//whatsapp.com/channel/0029Van2VRb6RGIOKH60BAOF
APRIL 7,1985, FORTY YEARS AGO
3 " (1S country and sacked President Jaafar Nimeiri inlraq,
TALKS WITH PAKISTAN  country andsa oo i
THE INITIAT!VETAKEbeanc Minister  Egypt's Middle East News Agency (MENA) re- mmwswnldlup!s “carried out a
RajivG ported from Quoting the official  destructive air strike on Tehran”.
anzd) Bhandari to Islamabad to initiate a Sudancse news agency Suna, it said army
i i in-chief Abdul Rahman

| |

had also declared

thU!l‘dtn ivate the
An

PM SKirs BANDUNG

Jjoint mi Y PRIME MINISTER RAJIV Gandhi is not going to
ment to that effect is expected to be made  the airport shut. i 30th
when the Pakistan Foreign Minister Yakub Bandy
isi i 1 o this month. India will be represented by the
ki oy IRAQ STRIKES IRAN M St T e
e FIRED FOUR misslesi L >
“ouP IN SUDAN cities mud bonbed Tl sakaugtie dowt e chovess Recsaity.

SUDAN'S ARMY CHIEF seized control of the

yctsruzlum!bypoundmgnuhwyandm-

Fomm Minister visited Dethi and extended
his Government's invitation to Rajiv Gandhi.
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Goodwill pays
off in Colombo

PM Modi's visit has helped counterbalance
China’s expanding footprint in the region

easures to deepen defence and energy ties

were front and centre during Prime

Minister Narendra Modi's visit to Sri

Lanka, and the agreements finalised in
these spheres by the two sides reflect their intention
to add strategic heft to their partnership. It was also
significant that these agreements were concluded by
a Sri Lankan leader whose party has been known for
its historic anti-India stance, and at a time when
India’s relations with several of its immediate

ighbours are under stress.

Al growing recognition of the Interlinked nature of
the national security of India and Sri Lanka paved
the way for the agreement on defence cooperation,
which creates a structured framework for increasing
military exchanges and joint exercises. At his
meeting with Modi on Snlurday President Anura
Kumara Di d his that he
would not allow Sri Lankan soil to be used against
Indian interests and made it clear that this would
also apply to the waters around the island nation.
This is especially significant in view of India’s
concerns about increasing forays into the Indian
Ocean by China's so-called research vessels, which
are nothing more than sophisticated surveillance
platforms capable on snooping on Indian defences
and satellite launches, after Beijing gained a foothold
through the long-term lease of Hambantota port.

India's prompt financial assistance during Sri
Lanka's financial crisis of 2022 appears to have
influenced a perceptible shift in the public mood in
Colombo, which was also reflected in Sri Lanka
going ahead with the agreement on defence

despite p by some
parties. India’s agreement on debt restructuring and
the reduction of interest rates will help build on this
goodwill while simultaneously strengthening Sri
Lanka's economic recovery, but it will be unrealistic
to assume that Colombo will always be able to stand
up to sustained pressure from Beijing.

Greater economic integration, especially through
efforts such as the tripartite agreement involving
the United Arab Emirates for developing an energy
hub in Trincomalee and the move to connect the
electricity grids of India and Sri Lanka, are a better
way to wean neighbours away from China’s sphere
of influence and to enable them to benefit from
India's h and dig| efforts.
Modi's visit has helped counterbalance China's
expanding footprint in the region, and New Delhi
and Colombo must now move quickly to build on
the momentum created by the new agreements and
chart a more collaborative approach to their
relations.
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OPINION

The new Wagf lawis a
much-needed reform

The Bill doesn't target
any religious group.
Rather, it aligns Waqf
governance with the
principles applied to
other religious trusts
peid fem

Unlike previous administrations that
shied

Wagf claims will now require concrete
wml Ilh- any other legal clalm. Owr

potitical
|h:gpv¢mmml led by PﬂmernIm

dmmmmmmmmmkn

and necessary decision In the public

Interest.
’I'h:lnll Is not, as s belng made out,
wmeMu-l . Rather
It ensures that Wi roperties are
managed hMulb'melhpﬂe preventing

much-needed transpar-

ency, accountability and

falrness In the governance

of Waqf properties across

tndln Inm-mnflhﬂnnhﬂ

wrongful For years, the
‘Waqt Board had the power to declare

thelr
of this provision, leading to serious
communal tenstons. With this loop-
hole closed, the long-standing belief
that * onlechql always a Wagf™ Im
finally been kak! o rest. Another signl

cant change Is placing the uulhumy
over Waqf surveys in the hands of dis-
trict collectors Instead of Waqf-ap-

lands as Wagf prop any
legal scruti Cmuqmnuy ithed ta
Instances wi Jost homes,
businesses, and w\m

ol

lnthdln; (hnu regarding the erosion
of institutional autonomy, potential
encroachment on Wagl property
rights, the dilution of Waqf Board
authority and the percelved risk of

overnight.

Nadu, where a 1500-year-ald
Hindu temple and an entire
wvillage were declared Wagf
rmpmy. stands as a shock-
ing {:nmpk oﬂ this ml-m‘.

control. These

sentiments deserve to be acknowl-
edged with serfousess and sensitivity.
At the same thme, It s important to
recognise that several Opposition par-
thes have sought to explolt these con-
cemns through misiaformation, fear-
mongering and divisive rhetoric. While

Y
fear among non-Muslims
and even some sectlons of
the Muslim community,

Unlike Hindu and Sikh
religlous truses, which oper-
ate under government supervision,
Wagf properties had no external
checks, alk

g erms must be
thoughtfully, it is equally necessary to
mﬂhliv-mmmdmumw

and mis-
management to thrive. The new

Syed Zafar
Islam

polnted
This m-uru property records are
with state revenue laws and
pwvmu W land acquisitions.
“The BIll explicitly states that any gov-
ernment land

While

it is equally

necessary

leading to financial mismanagement
and misuse of funds. With these audits

wife, and Gulbarga Fort — nearfy 200
In total across the country.

In place, the pr

parent and accountable, much Hke

other charitable and religious trusts.
A P hifts

The Bill 1 effect and

won't have any bearing on past Wagfl
declarations or disputes, affirming the

legal oversight of Wagf disputes from
Wagf tribunals to district courts, ensur-

uf‘ national herltage and pn:!nnnx
any misuse to distort or appropriate

recorded as Waqf will be

Ing falr Any
appeals can now be made dlm:lly w0

restored to the
Tesources
w‘mmmdwh&;1m Ifa
ite arises, the final dect-

shon will rest with the district
collector, removing |
fram

decisdan-making powers.
Wagf Bo-nd:t‘ major step

the High ¢

The message Is clear: India's monu-
ments belong 1o every Indlan, not to
any ane group or lmtlmuolL This Bl

[ a(n-zrlndmnmmnpmnl

lnwaneay.omdﬂwml i '!0'
tive aspects of the Bill lies In two crucial
provisions that deserve far greater

attention. First, the Bill ensures com-
plete protection of tribal lands by

™
of Hindus, Sikhs, hm.amiwm some
Muslim sects who have suffered due to
unfalr Wagf clabms.

Even within the Mmm commu-

explicitly

duction of non-Muslim members in

Wagf governance. The Central Wagl

Councll will now Include two non-

Muslim rvyrmmnnvu. while state
WO on-

any Wagf property.
Su:h encroachments have threat-
ened th i -

nity,
transparency in management.
Themdmkmn(dmru Musdim sects

€nous communities in states such as
Jharkhand. For the first nmc. lhtlr
ancestral

y audits ensure that
fumh meant for community welfare

are not misused,
This Bill Is pot about targeting any

CSK must tackle its
MS Dhoni problem

ahendra Singh Dhoni has been around long
M to know when the writing is on the

wall, For much of his time with the India
national team and the Chennai Super Kings (CSK) his

land 1s shielded by law
the public and derall Important  that every property claim follows a  Mushim mtmhm Hnrwvu repre-  arbitrary Wagf clalms. religlous group; rather, it establishes a
reforms, legal and Just process. One of the most — sentation different M Second, the India's rich i system where governance
The unchecked functioning of the  critical reforms In the BIll ks the  suchasSunals, Shias, Bohis, and Aga- h L
qu(l!omllhulnlhc puLkdw removal of the “Wagf by user” provi-  khans, will be ensured, breaking the  laration of o other religio Indeed, itisa
arbitrary slon, which allowed any  monopoly of any single group over  of India (ASK) protected monument o mg toward re rect ru m]mim
mlorwmmtmbm of other commu-  land used by the Munlﬁn community MANAgeent. any other a | ite as Waqgf ensuring that
nithes but to Muslims as well Itis this  for a certain period to be declared as This change promotes balanced  property. Moreover, it revokes the  managed transparently md llwmny
opaque system that the current legisla- — Wagf property, even without kegal doc-  deciston-making. To curb corruption, qul!unlohll such sites wrongly  —
thon seeks to reform. umentation, unkpmdml aucits will be conducted  clatmed In the past, Including monu- Syed Zafar lslam is a nattonal
With Pnrlhmm( passing lhe B This by the and Auditor (.en ments such as Delhi's Purana Qlla, spokesperson of the Bharutiya Janats
where pe el (¢ CA(.} Quiub Minar, Safdarjung's Tomb, Party (IUF) and a former member,
rected and justice in matters related o lands, uld even temples were taken  viously, W-ql properties were mnn- Humayun 5 Thnh.‘nw Sultan's tomb Rafya Sabha. The views expressed
land and property can be restored.  over. With this provision eliminated,  aged withol oaudits,  In kK e of are personal

{ STRAIGHTFORWARD }
Shashi Shekhar

Glimpses of RSS’s ways in
‘Kashi, Mathura’ revival

n the winter of 1969, a cokd breeze blew as
the evening arrived early - usual for those
lmnllulwulmlnmnmecmAm
when the rang, The Math

It
mnzmulnoﬂ-mmﬂ mnnrk.gwen that
It came Just after thtcnlnunnno( the Sangh's
AllIndia It

spondent was on lhrlm Helnlnmwduuhm
the police had roughed up some kar sevaks at
the police station on the bypass road, The kar
sevaks had been stopped from going to Ayo-
dhyn. [ instructed him to immediately visit the
spotwitha pmanpn« Immedluﬁl Whnl

Is clear that the RSS is unlenhlng its cadre
while retaining the option of denlability. It
would help them achleve thelr goal without
maligning their image. They are past masters
of this strategy.

mnknkwimmwmhmnlﬂmzmn
pre-mobike phone

According to the Mn(hum team, a bus
from Maharashtra packed with kar sevaks
was heading towards Ayodhya. The police
Informed ('ﬁ- correspondent )I'Ml wlup: the
bus was stopped for checking, the kar sewiks
started chanting the slogan “Ayodhya I8 Just
the beginning, Mathura and Kashi remain”.
Ithed to o heated argument, resulting in the
police using force. acom
pletely opposite view. While covering the
Incident In Mathura, we couldn't foresee
that, one day, Mathura and Kashi would
become as important focal points as Ayo-
dhya was In 1980s and 1990s. The Ayodhya
movement was reaching u crescendo, but
most people were convineed that the law
enforcement agencles would be able to

Intain order. Babrl Masjld, termed a dis-

game sense was his greatest strength — he

always knew who to back and when, how to time the
chase, even when to come up the order. No one else
did it like him. And the results showed it.

But the current IPL season is showing us a
different picture of the man. He looks like a player
who has reached his limit but refuses to
acknowledge it. If it was an individual sport, one
could not really say much, but in a team sport such
as cricket, he seems to be dragging his team down
along with him,

Sure, five-time champions CSK have always
found ways to defy the odds. They usually follow a
different gameplan, back experience over youth
and prefer continuity over change. Thus far this
year, though, they have adopted a Dhoni-first,
instead of a team-first approach and that is hurting
them. The usually faithful fans are starting to turn
on them and even on Dhoni.

For now, Dhoni and the team are taking the silent
route but his 26-ball 30 against the Delhi Capitals
on Saturday only served to highlight the problem.
There are plenty of financial advantages to having
Dhoni in the CSK team off-field but on the field, he
is now a liability. His knees are shot, he doesn't play
any competitive cricket between two IPLs and one
must wonder if a younger player can do a better job
for the team. CSK must take a route different from the
one trodden so far to preserve both their own legacy
and Dhoni's.

puted structure by Lal Krishna Advani,
would remain safe.

On December 6, 1992, that veneer of beliel
lay In tatters, Even then, no one had imagined
that within a short span of 32 years, a grand

would be on m:-m: slte. This
was the

ln luch a situation, yteple like Aududdﬁ

hlwbunmlrlmMmpkloliMﬂss
wants to lunch movements to regaln not only
the three temples (Ayodhya, Mathura, and

VOLODYMYR ZELENSKY

The pressure on Russia is still
insufficient, and the daily Russian
es on Ukraine prove it

-
e

Trump tariffs hold pain and
promise for India’s I'T sector

ndia's relationship with the US in terms of
IT has Jong been symbiotic. The largest
l'-rvnrlnah ;m-mwmwmmeus

100,

The RSS is In the thick of this debate. That's
why the day Hosable made the statement,
another equally important one popped out of
the RSS stable. Sangh sensor, Suresh Bhatyyajl’
Joshi, sadd the controversy over Au
against the backdrop of the recent riots Nm
pur over the demand to shift out the mndl-rv-

‘s grave —

and had been raked up unnecessarily. He fur-
ther sald that Ausangzeb's grave was in Chhat-
rapatl Sambhaji because he died there;
those who believe In him are free to visit the
site. Maharashtra chief minister (CM)
Devendra Fadanavis echoed Joshl's sentl-
ments in a bid to end the controversy. It Is
clear the RSS wants to move ahead one cam-
palgn at a time.

hnlﬂmlllh!mmfmmopollknl
perspective are sure to conclude that the RSS
will raise the lssue of Kashi and Mathura dur-
Ing the next Lok Sabha elections, It is within
the realm of But will it bead to a

loglcal
legal and social batthe. As the bundnumu of
the Ram temple were being laid, questions
ped up as to whether Mathura or Kashi
were still on the RSS agenda. Leaders of the
RSS and the BIP shied away from offering o
clear answer,

You may remember the controversy that
broke out over the Gyanvapi Mosque adjacent
1o the Kashi Vishwanath ﬁﬂnpl! The move-
MEnt wis, steam when the RSS chief,
Mohan Bhagwat. sakd there was no need for
Ram Mandlr-a le movements anymore.

that targeting new sites and

revival of those hummm’ days we withessed
between 1989 and 19927 [ am not so sure.
Those days. former Samafwad Party supremo,
Mulayam Singh Yadav, was the Uttar Pradesh
M, and a weak coalition government was in
merln New Delhi The RSS launched the
Mandir campalgn in a bid to pave the

way for the BJP to ascend to the corridors of
power. In the changed scenario, they don't
need hi; street movermen|

Today, New Delhi and Lucknow holh hlv¢
the saffron party in power. A la
protest o movement can dent thetr b ngc ol

It seemed
that the moverment died down, but last week,

with its base

services exports, and Amer-
fean tech com; view Indla as a b

tential mnrknp‘?‘ltlx‘llummul mm?ﬁ
faces an uncertaln fu f US Presi-

F government procurement to job cre-
tion nnd skill development might be a prag-
matic path. If the government were to the such
Incentives to hiring targets, firms would be
motivated to bulkd enduring here.
Avenues for business expansion would also

dent Donald Trump's aggressive tarifs on mer-
chandise imports and the undercurrents of
hudwmdl linked to 1t We

disruption in
ngton's current

global recessionary
st remain alert to
our IT exports, dnpﬂt
focus on the goods markets.
A key dimension of Trump's tari(ls is the
Indirect but mmlrywryhmshndx they
may produce for all parts of econ-
omy — and by extension, Indhn Trump’s

demand
Inthe US, beuun they will make most things
costhier, at beast in the medium run.
Trump has called upon the Federal
Reserve to lower rates In order to
make borvowing cheaper, hoping to
bolster consumer However,
Federal Reserve chalr Jerome Powell

give A greater impetus to
make India’s case back home.

Perhaps the bigger concem Is how Trump's
tariffs wll fuel calls for digital soveretgnty
around the workd, and the lmpact this will have
on Indian IT exports. Europe, for instance, Is
accelerating work on lts own Digital Stack to

Amarican tait

may be almed at American and even Chinese
offer forcel

they
for Indian IT that also seeks o service
European demand.
e The US, on the other hand, has
always assumed that partner grawth
markets like India would remain
open to its tech juggernaut, Indeed,

has signalled reststance, underscor- Vivan India has not erected Impenetrable
Ing that central banking Independ- Sharan firewalls yet. American firms such as
enoe remmalng a cornerstone of nstit- arn qulnl‘uhmk,lmmmmnw‘
tlonal maturity In the US economy. broad access to India. But as eacl
Ristng Inflation could mean that market reacts to changlng global con-

Americans — businesses included — must
tighten thelr belts. For Indan IT, reduced US
delaved dheitnl

projects and ing by
Thi our IT

digtons, India coudd also be sempted to deepen
trade barrders Mke data localisation, security
mum, and content controls.

Tramp's overtures might para-
dmml.lly be good nc\n‘lm India, His ndmml-

industry
and ask how vmmnmmnl“hnupmcnlm
chain. The growing role of Artifictal Intelll-
rm (A1) and advanced software threatens o
srupt low-end IT services, so Indian Industry
st pivot toward creating more resilient IT
services and know-how. The time for moving

deal,

tions. If Europe grows more [nsular,
India and the US could strike a reciprocal

Ing flow of IT services, but also opens fresh tech
market frontiers. Indian companies should, In

RSS general secretary Dattatreya Hosabale's — and scale up the Issue. People who look at npﬂwewnmlnghidulm. turn, Jook to serve American consumens mare
the headlls again. ything from a political prism can clalm actively with thelr own apps and services,

He said that the le had noobjection tothelr  that “Kashi, Mathura® has been raised for greater political pn-un o umhmz I m 'mndmlhnuz before India is twofold, First,

workers jolning movements related to Kashi  political galns. The assembly elections in Uttar rather lhln send them affshore. India’

and Mathura. To add weight to hi L. Pradesh for February 2027 and Ing Global Capabdlity Centres (GCCs) Iluwu hnMndl. supply-chaln uncertainty, and

e referred to the Dharm Sansad organised by lmmﬂ!mlﬂldm laurymn by depth value 0 pressures that may erode service

the Hindu Mnhu-bhl. In 1984, llw sadhus  away. The duratl u! Thy exports, Second, proactively reinforce our

Dharm  its sister Involved in R&D and value-added tasks. They  Jonger-term value proposition: o pool of highly
Sansad demanding the iberation of termples in Sangh balters and su ters can both h

Ayodhya as well as Kashi nnd Mnhum clalm that Kashi and Mathura have been on complex, analytical ones, fuelled In large part d o large, rule-
Please don't waste the RSS. [ . But begin- by enterprise demand from the US, al-law-driy -

cles and app lous RS ning the end In mind, creatl radic: Vn the momentum behllld Amencnn off- find ling, If we play our cards right,

Jeaders, The Jolning  th hile escape route before- Indlan IT can weather d

the Ram Mandie Movement until its sister hand. puts the RSS in a class of Its own. nmnmmtlfm%mmdormnmmdfm better for it

organisation, the Vishwa Hindu Parishad, cre- for GCCs, and think

ated o critieal mass of support and momen-
tum for it

Shashi Shekdar s editor-in-chief. Hindustan. The

af incently U

per

the long haul. Linking market

Vivan Sharan is partner, Koan Advisory Group,
New Delii, The views expressed are personal
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INDIAN EXPRESS IS NOT AN
INDUSTRY. I'T IS A MISSION,

Ramnath Goenka

LIVELIHOODS, PUBLIC
INTEREST MUST MATTER
FORBIKE TAXI FUTURE

IKE taxis have had a bumpy ride in Karnataka and now
face an existential problem. They may be off the roads
in Karnataka in about six weeks follow inga High Court
order prohibiting them unless the state government
frames guidelines for their operation under the Motor
Vehicles Act. The court has set a three-month deadline for the
government. That is a sethack to Rapido, Ola, Uber, and lakhs
of bike-taxi captains who have just over a month to find work
in a sluggish job market. The government’s main contention
is that operators use bikes with white board registration in-
stead of yellow commercial boards, which it deemed illegal. It
also cited the safety of women using bike taxis, though this is
adebatable point, considering that harassment is as likely, if
not more, in a cab or auto. Transport Minister Ramalinga
Reddy has said the government will work out the issue, while
homegrown startup Rapido is looking at legal remedies.

Since thelr advent in 2016, bike taxis have had a chequered
history in Karnataka, running into opposition from auto and
cab unions hit by this affordable and swift transport, Protests,
run-ins and violence between auto drivers and Rapido captains
werecommonplace. Caught between them were theauthorities,
who would seize bike taxis to maintain peace. Adding a twist,
the government introduced the Karnataka Electric Bike Taxi
Scheme in 2021, allowing only electric vehicles to operate as
bike taxis. However, it withdrew it in 2024, citing violations.

In Goa, bike taxis are a popular mode of transport. The state
has managed to regulate ‘pilots’ and kept fares at an economi:
cal 220 for the first kilometre and 210 for each additional kilo-
metre. Karnataka could study the Goamodel, as the Issue is as
much about the drivers' livelithood as the transport cholee.
Instead of bowing to powerful lobbles, the authorities should
consider the people’s interests and allow workable economic
models to flourish, With Metro fares up and autodrivers charg:
ing excessively and refusing rides, bike taxis offer a less com-
plicated alternative. Two-wheeler safoty issues are not com-
plex to address, and operations can be streamlined. What is
important is the government bearing in mind the home and
hearth of bike taxi captains before it ventures to lid down the
very concept of cheap commutes,

STARTUPS NEED COURSE
CHANGE FOR TECH FOCUS

IYUSH Goyal stirred a heated debate when he exhorted

Indian startups to come up with ideas that can stand

apart in the fast.changing world of business. The Un.

fon commerce and industry minister's concern isn't

new, but the context has changed in recent weeks. India

not only needs to future-proof its economy, but for now it

needs weapons to fight a global trade war: China, Europe and

many other top trading entities offer, at competitive prices,

goods and services the world cannot do without, What Is In-
dia's world-beating offering?

So, the minister understandably wants Indlan startups to

pivot towards hightech industries like semiconductors, ma-

chine learning, roboties and artificial intelligence. The prob-

NDIAN Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has just con-
cluded his fourth visit to Sri
Lanka, procisely two years after
the Indian Ocean island went
bankrupt and its economy col
lapsod like o pack of cards.

As the economic erisis unfolded in Apeil
2022, the worst ever in post-independence
Sri Lanka, Delhi stepped in quickly to as-
sist Colombo with financial and humani-
tarian assistance. Promptly it provided $4
billion in financial ald and, a year later,
supported the $3 billion IMF bailout pro-
gram for Sri Lanka.

‘Two yoars later, on April 5, the visiting
loader announced the completion of debt
restructuring with Sri Lanka at signifl
cantly low interest rates, emphasising In-
dia's position as Colombo’s ally Sri Lanka
owes nearly $1,400 million to both the
Exim Bank of Indiaand the State Bank of
India, The timingof this announcement is
moteworthy Sri Lanka is again in a tail-
spin and is bracing itself for another hit
on its fragile economy following US Presi
dent Donald Trump imposing a 4% tariff
on Sri Lankan goods, making it one of the
most impacted countries,

During the three-day visit, which con-
cluded on Sunday Modi and Sri Lankan
President Anura Kumara Dissanayake
signed soveral bilateral agreements on en-
ergy cooperation, health, digitisation, and
multisectoral assistance. They also virtu.
ally witnessed several joint projects
launched, such as the controversial Sam-
pur solar power plant, an agricultural
warehouse in Dambulla, and the supply of
solar rooftop systems for 5,000 religlous
institutions Islandwide.

Thus, the Indian leader's visit came ata
critical time and holds geopolitical impli-
cations reflecting the complex political
history of the two natlons. Despite some
murmursof protests, Sri Lankans, by and
large, are grateful to the Modi adm inistra-
tion for the critical role it played In April
2022, and Dissanayake conferring the title
Sri Lanka Mitra Vibhushana on Prime
Minister Modi is an acknowledgement of
India’s continued support to the neigh-
bouring island.

Despite this recent history and the bon.
homibe in front of shutterbugs apart, both
leaders have some repairing work to do,
A trust deficit makes Sri Lankans view
India with suspicion and question its mo
tives. Not even the well-meaning and
timely humanitarian assistance at a critl
cal time and the consistent support has
dulled the underlying mistrust of India's
wish to exercise greater influence over
Sri Lanka. On the other hand, Colombo’s

EDITORIAL

WDELHI

Prime Minister Narendra Modi's visit is also a clear statement
of India's interest in deepening ties with Sri Lanka and not
relinquishing its role as the South Asian superpower

BEACH MISTRUST,
RAISE SAILS FOR A
FRESH BILATERAL

Qe

DILRUKSHI HANDUNNETT!

leftleaning new administration has a bit
ter and blood soaked history with India
The main constituent of the NPP govern-
ment, the Janatha Vimukthi Peramuna
WVP), launched a second bloody insur
gency in 1967.1989, demanding the with.
drawal of Indlan peacekeepers and pose
the 15th A d tothe C

R

Award winnng oumalet and bwer, fourder
e oo ¢ of Lhe Colambo baned (pete for
Ivwitigative Regorting ()

bk 80V

of this historical baggage. As much as Co-
lombo finds it difficult to be genuinely
friendly towards Delhi, the Indian admin
istration, too, has todeal with the discom.
fort of trying to work with a government
that has historically considered India to
be vxpnmlmm and un(k-rmmlnn!)r Is

There are things known and there
are things unknown, and in
between are the doors of perception

Asay
Hurley

For Sri Lanka, the visit held the prom:
ise of potential advancements in multiple
sectors, including energy. defence, and
the economy: It allows Sri Lanka an op-
portunity to explore more partnerships
and develop Trincomalee as a reglonal
energy hub, Some of Srl Lanka's exces
sively protectionist attitudes may have
hindered its potential to grow and nccess
Indian markets. It also allows both coun-
tries tofocus on mutual respect and coop-
eration and treat the apprehensions as
modern states contributing to each oth:
or’s growth and advancement through
oquitable partnerships,

Delhi intends to counterbalance China's
expanding footprint in Sri Lanka and ad-
dress its presence In the Indian Ocean
through the massive investments made on
the island. The visit is also a clear state-
ment of India’s Interest in deepening ties
with Sri Lanka and not relinquishing its
role as the South Aslan super power.

In recent years, India has contributed
to multiple projects in Sri Lanka. Howev-
or, some have run into strong opposition
from local groups, particulardy trade un
fons afMiliated with the JVP. At the same
time, India was soen as aggressively pur
suing an economic program without con-
sidering the public sentiments. The public
and civil socloty strongly opposed projects
like the East Container Terminal deal and
Gautam Adani's controversial renowable
onergy project, eventually driving cancel-
lation or withdrawal

Despite the recent history of push-
backs, the visit, according to political ana-
lysts, offers o fresh opportunity for both
countries to find ways to re-engage with
cach other in o transparent manner that
earns public trust

The Just-concluded visit also reminds
of the absence of permanent friends or
enemies in politics, It may be lronie that
o president who leads a political party
that led violent protests demanding the
withdrawal of Indian peacekeepers from
the island accused the big neighbour of
having a permanent policy of interven:
tionist politics. For all intents and pur-
poses, it may be a case of political pru-

which resulted in the creation of provin
clal couneils in Sri Lanka. The armed in-
surrection is considered the strongest
expression of antl-India sentiments. The
JVP has always viewed India through the
prism of pursuing a geostratogic foothol

on Sri Lanka, including strategle invest.
ments in the island, The arming and
training of Tamil youth to eventually de
mand a separate homeland in the island’s
north a ast only added to the welght

land's 1, political
and economic.

New Delhi s concerned about China's
growing influence on the island, which
drives fears around maritime security and
economic interest. The visit is also a gen-
te rem inder of India'scritically beneficial
role two years ago in helping resurrect the
island economy, reinforoes the idea of In-
dia's importance in Sri Lankan affairs,
and offers a counterbalance to other exter:
nal influences.

WHY BUDDHISM FADED
IN THE LAND OF ITS BIRTH

I'TH the Thal government pre-
senting our prime minister
with the Tipitaka, | thought it
would be nice to revisit Bud-
dhism this week. Tipitaka, in
Pall, as in Tripitaka in San.
skrit, means “Three Baskets'
and refors to the scriptures of Theravada

lem is layered-—it's not just about yand atle
bottlenecks, as many startup bosses have pointed out since
Goyal's speech. One prime problem, for which industry is as
much culpable as the government, is the lack of focus on re-
search and development, Indian startups continue to avoid
spending on deep tech, which has long gestation periods.

The most successful Indian startups have copled thriving
business ideas from the West: Flipkart borrowed from the
Amazon model, Ola from Uber; and Oyo Is an AlrBnB looka-
like. Zomato, India’s first listed food-tech company, expanded
1o food delivery inspired by DoorDash and other food delivery
apps overseas. Many of these startups had the first mover’s
advantage, they attracted funding from investors, survived
competition from later entrants and lived to see the light of
the day. They must be complimented for their success and
maturation as viable businesses. Slushed with easy Hguidity
in the post-Covid era due to benign central bank monetary
policies, many startups with no actual worth or problem-solv-
ing abilities at higher The bubble
burst and many fell by the wayside.

It is time for the Indian startup npmmmu to rewire for the
next phase. Chinese began by copying
the Americans, but quickly adapted, innovated and filed their
own patents. For Indian startups to revise their strategy, mainly
investing in R&D and the latest tech-enabled solutions, support
must come from the government, big business and other inves-
tors. Investing heavily in foundational technologies that can
become bullding blocks for later-stage innovations would be a
start. For India to achieve this, the change in approach must
happen at all levels—founders, investors and policymakers,

QUICK TAKE

TECHNICALITY TROUBLE

ELHI High Court has acquitted a person who lost control of

acar at high speed and fatally hit two pedestrians. Thecourt

reasoned that overspeeding doesnot necessarily amount to
rash and negligent driving. Other high courts have ruled simi-
larly in it's P that the
barrelling car hit two people who died. That's punishable; rash
and negligent driving adds to the gravity of the erime. The con-
fusion arises because overspeeding falls under rash and negli-
gent driving in penal laws. The two need to separate as jointly
and severally, they endanger human life. A protocol can explain
the technical differences for registering a case.

comprising three collections:
the Vinaya Pitaka (Sangha rules), the
Sutta Pitaka «('achlma mxl dbxuum),
andthe A

"4

A
-

N

Ing mul lt-mmy

oo HAITHLINE
sldt-ml lueky in Smlhmn /\-um Bud:  certainly a turf war lor royal md publlc
dhisn suffer- between

and Jainism in those days. But Jet's look at
and Hindus can freely marry  the facts on the ground.

cal commentaries).

‘The Tipitaka is considered the earliest
collection of Buddhist teachings. The Vi
naya Pitaka contains the rules

each other In India without religious or le-
gl restrictions. In anclent times, families
dlten| followed xm!m-nl Dharma religlons

Jainism-—evident

and regulations for monks and nuns. The
Sutta Pitaka or Sutra Pitaka comprises
the Buddha's discourses and teachings
and those of his enlightened disciples.
The Abhidhamma Pitaka explains and
analyses Buddhist doctrines and philo-
sophical concepts.

Scholars have noted that three specific
skgns—the Bodhi tree (pipal), the dharma
chakra, and the stupa-—oceur frequently at
all major Buddhist sites in North India, and
thus concluded that the earliest Buddhist
cult practioe focused on these.

‘There lsno Ishieara or Ged in Buddhism
(or Jainksm). Buddhism ks a non-thelstic re-
Tghon, meaning it doesn't recogn ise a crea:
tor god or a deity who intervenes in the
world. Instead, it focuses on personal en-
lghtenment and the Buddha's concept of a
path to liberation from suffering. However,
Buddhism later incorporated delties into
its cosmology A particularly popalar one is
the benign goddess Tarm.

As in Hinduksm, Buddhists belleve in re-
incarnation and the law of karma, where
one's actions determine one’s future life.

I'hnn household shrines in a single home,

Hindutsm's focus on joy and God
contrasted with Buddhism's
austere practices and lack of
apersonal deity. Additionally,
Buddhism’s monastic demands
disrupted societal structures,
making it impeactical

Later, SIkhIs:In and llln(luiumL shared deep

Due to his unnaturally protected early
Iife, the Buddha suffered a severe shock
when he first saw an old man, a sick man,
and a dead man. He parlayed his gut reac-
thon as his eredo—that “all Is suffering, all
Is Y sarvam
sarvam kshantkam kshanikam, This lost
its mpact over the years because it is op-
posed 1o the driving principle of Hindulsm,
which is Ananda,

Hindus consider human birth a golden
chance to escape rebirth and dissolve into
the light of God. A Hindu's spiritual goal
Is Sat Chit Ananda, usually k as

d maturity that caused President
Dissanayake to confer the highest recog:
nition accorded toa foreign head of state
to Narendra Modi, Moving forward, stra.
tegle engagements that do not under-
mine the sovereignty of the smaller
neighbour and let go of undue suspicions
of the glant neighbour may allow the op-
portunity to rewrite the bilateral history
of anew Kind. (Views are personal)
(dilrukshicicirik)
(dilrukshthandunnettioigmatloom)

MAILBAG

WRITE TO: etienfimoningstardadn

Modl's statecraft

Red: The world is Modi's oyster (Apr 6), The
tithe of the columa aptly captures Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's statecratt. He

hat suepassed Manmohan Singh's record

In intemational diplomacy and peltics.

His focus on showcasing Indian cultuce,
technology. and diplomacy, alongside
strategic outreach and partnerships, sustaing
his popularity and global apgroval ratings.

Crypto trap

Rel: Cryptocurrenties emerge from the fringe
(Apr 6). Cryptocurrency Is not regulated by
any country of central bank. it differs vastly
from traditional cutrency. In India, millions
of people have sutfered financlal losses
Investing in It With no legal protection for
Cyplo payments and no recognition from
the RBI, people should avoid such rlsky
Ievestments until regulations are clear
Victor Selvaraj, Palayamkottal

Waqf reform

Ref: Wagl must hold up promise of
development (Ape 6). The Waqf Board now has
the potential to become a genuine instrument
of

“truthconsciousness bliss’, the transcend-
ing joy of realising God's presence in eve
rything. Ananda ks why Indians are so cel-
cbratory, always singing, dancing, and
foasting. But there is no music or dance in
sober traditional Buddhism, only chant.
ing. This went against the inherent Indian
cultural grain

Secondly, the visceral human neod tolove
a 'Face’ was not satisfied in Buddhism,
which lacked Ishwara. As Tulsidas later
haxd Bharata tell Katkey\, “Janand, main na-
Jivoan bin Ram,” Mother; | cannot live with
out Rama, exprossing popular sentiment

‘The third and perhaps most eritical rea:
son was that although one could be a lay

The concept of the
this belief, a Bodhisattva boing Gautama
Buddha in his former life. The Jataka sto-
ries largely pertain to the Bodhisattvas.
Buddhism s not a vegetarian religion

Buddhist cultures across Asia are non-
vegetarin, and the Buddha himself issaid
to have died an agonising death from dys-
entery after eating spolled pork. The Dalai
Lama, a prominent modern Buddhist fig:

a
The most famous anclent examiple of this
Indian religlous Nuidity is llango Adigal,
the Jain prince who authored the Tamil
eple St aram in the 2nd contury CE.
lm friend, Shattan or

also wanted to re-
move ablebodied men in thelr prime from
sockety, to turn them into monks who lived
on the dole. Who was supposed to do the
work, then? Whu was Jeft toprotect lhrhm
Hly? It was & 1 for

Manimekhalal,a mpnlm Stlappadikaram
that wi
Andd who was the mlmn of hnlh authors
but Nango Adigal's elder brother, the Hindu

ure, sats meat. Vogetarianism is apersonal  King Cheran Senguttuvan?
cholee without ]\l(ﬁalwm l!utldhlsm 'S two routes around Asia de
As In Hindi are revered inct -wu'hnclundmmcs

in Buddhism as nymhulu of fortune and
protection, They are featured in important
Jataka tales, some of which you may recall
from my carlier plece, Elephant Jatakas
with a Timeless Message (Sept 11, 2023),
Golden fish, shown In pairs, are also con:

hill Bud and sea Wha

and
sockety And so, lmmhl»m gradually faded
in the land of its birth.

Buddhist missionaries learnt from this
and softened their approach abroad. They
led good, helpful lives and attracted the pub-
lic by example, which is how Buddhism
lmk root nmlllounnhui across Ask. They

fniths with the Dham-

nd se t
ever thelr differences, though, all Buddhists
revere the Buddha as their central figure.

However, one needs to do some plain
speaking on the theory that “Hindus drove
Buddhism away™ This is nonsense. It was

THE MORNING STANDARD, NEW DELHI

[

ma and the Sangha. That's how owr prime
minister saw the Ramakien dance and re-
oelved the Tipitaka in Thalland
(Views are personal)
(shebabat®agmail.com)
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However, it Is
that for a long time, many poot Muslims were
unaware of the existence of purpose of Waal
Boards, as these institutions remained largely
I the hands of elite sections, Now, awareness
will Increase.
Manicklal (hakraborty, emal

Landmark agreement

Rel: Indlia, Sri Lanka fnk 15t ever defence
agreement (Ap1 b). The defence cooperation
Pt signed with Sri Lanka durieg Prime
Minister Narendea Modi's visit marks a major
stride in bolstering regional secwrity. Strategic
partnerships like this lolmul for peace and
stability In the Indian Ocean reglon.
JBharham Viayawads

Good initiative

Ret: £co-friendly benches made of 9L recycled
botties (Apt 6). The story on Uttarakhand
$ports minister Rekha Arya's intitiave to
collect and recycle empty water bottles

wied by athletes and attendees made for an
interesting read. This attitede must reach
every nook and corner of the country.

HP Murall, Bengalury

Comparing debt

Red: Showing o mirror to the state (Apt 6).
Kerala, despite strong social development,
faces mounting debt, while fiscally prudent
Odisha still bags in key indicators. This
underscoces the need to look beyond GOP when
comparing dedt and deficit across states
Anjall Haridas, Trippunithura

td, D-210-211, Sector 63, Noida, Uttar Pradesh — 201301, New Delhk Vol. 08, No. 82
or otherwise, in whole of in part, without prior written permission ks prohibited.
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Bridging gaps, building resilience

A paradigm shift in mental health policy

Institutional responses to suicides are often individualistic and reductionist

orld Health Day, i poor and f ive promise for early
celebrated on i lity. G ! disease
April 7, serves as a efforts such as Poshan Abhiy These Sudarshan R. Kottai and power intertwine. The | to the ethic of care that ho-
global call to and the Integrated Child must be adopted in a respomhlt way language is employed | nours and respects the value
action for accessible and fair Development Services target and inclusive manner, ensuring n March 24, the Su- | strongly influences thinking, | of just being human. The ob-
healthcare. The theme for 2025, nutrition but require stronger that they benefit all communities, preme Court of India | which, in turn, affects the way | jective of the classroom
‘Healthy Beginnings, Hopeful Jasna KA, data tracking, community not just those in urban areas with formed a National | people act, bringing power in- | should not only be confined to
Futures’, emphasises the critical Research Schalar and tech-savvy populations. Task Force to prevent the in- | to the equation. producing  intellec-
role of maternal and newborn Assistant Professor, creasing deaths by suicide of The gendersex- tual scholarship but
health, a iculard PM. students on campuses. It also | uality exclusionary also to cultivating
issue for India, which hasa College Chalakudy, India’s health objectives directed the Delhi Police to re- | language points to compassionate,
population exceeding 1.4 billion. Thrissur are in line with gister an FIR on the com: | wards  non-com judgemental, and
lndh has made notable progress Sustainable Development plaints of the family members | pliance with the ex empathetic
through programmes such as Goal 3, which emphasises of two students who had died | isting communities.
Ayushman Bharat, especially the Union Budget, good health and well by suicide while studying at | frameworks and Su- Fragile atten-
Pradhan Mantri-Jan Arogya 299,858.56 crore (1.97% WORLD  peing. IT Delhi in 2023. That year, Courtrulings.  WORLD  dance policies im
Yojana, which offers financial of the total Budget) was ~ HEALTH DAY  focus on public health following a spate of deaths by | For le, official  MEALTH DAY 4 idiosyn-
protection to more than 500 allocated to the Health infrastructure, universal suicide, the [IT Council led by | forms where gender cratically by teachers
million beneficiaries. Health and Vipin Benny Ministry. Moreover, high insurance, and early childhood the Education Minister direct- | by default has only two op- | pose serious challenges to
Wellness Centres are dedmed to out-of pocket spending continues | interventions - areas where India ed 1ITs to ensure ‘zero tole- | tions — male and female - vio- | mental health. In order to cul-
impmw primary care, Assistant Professor to push 55 million Indians into needs to make rapid progress. By rance’ to discrimination and | lates equal rights for represen- | tivate cultural safety and em-
such as mﬂ':hnnzg:s d Bisgerch poverty each year. A shift towards | capitalising on its youthful provide a robust support sys- | tation of gender nonbinary | pathy in the dassroom, it is
inadequate diagnastic facilities, B preventive healthcare — through | population, digital infrastructure, tem to students. people that was granted by the | important that teachers and
and irregular medicine su, ” S , school-based health and pharmaceutical sector, India The i | Courtin the 2014 | students interact regularly. In
continue to exist. Although 70% of | qp0e programmes, and public health has the potential to emerge as a to suicide is often individualis- NAlsAjudpnmLInmthe lhecnmalofdo:mntmedm
the population resides in rural campaigns — is essential. global health leader. India’s G20 tic and red ~ it is al- Court L hed the jonal di and
areas, 3540% of healthcare presidency in 2023 served as a most alvnyl o appoim more | Handbook on Cambaing Gen- ns fatal mental health impact,
infrastructure is located there. To H.me-lnqdl‘lul hulth phtﬁrrm to| dﬂnonitr.nz psych der rec are to be nurtured
address disparities, India needs to India is i ine equity, The soc»nrucmnl determi- | the need to use unbiased lan- | as safe, kind, and democratic
invest more in Tier2 and Tier-3 progress in the realm of digital dpl:lpubln:puds and health nants of mental health, such | guage, which not only reflects | spaces. The current policies
cities and encourage medical health. such as the diplomacy. Aligning domestic as chcnmmatmn and biased | the judge's interpretation of | on mental health, limited to
professionals to work in Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission with fr & jes, are al- | the law, but also their percep- | increasing mental health ser-
underserved regions. Policy and eSanjeevani have collectively such as the International Health most always left unattended. | tion of society. vices, need a paradigm shift to
support, enhanced infrastructure, facilitated over 10 crore Regulations and the Global Health Even though counselling Research has shown that | a bottomup approach fo-
and digital innovations like teleconsultations, Nonetheless, Security Agenda will bolster centres are active at all [ITs, | pronouns are crudial linguistic | cused on the dassroom that
telemedicine are crucial for the advantages of digital pandemic preparedness and with the goals ranging from | resources for supporting trans | maps various experiences and
decentralising healthcare services. healthcare are not evenly spread. international collaboration. “creating a suicide-free cam- | and non-binary students and | nurtures sensitivity to con-
A mere 37% of rural Mental health and climate pus”, “creating a stigma-free suggests strategies for a trans- | texts and diversities. Teachers
Addressing disease burden have Internet connectivity, and resilience are equally pressing and heti i pedagogy such as | are pivotal in this regard,
India faces a dual burden of numerous patients and healthcare | issues. The Tele-MANAS helpline for issues related to mental | collecting pronoun informa- It is a major crisis in public
persistent infectious diseases and workers lack the digital skills and the National Action Plan on health” to “creating a campus | tion and dealing with pronoun | mental health ethics that psy-
rising non-communicable nacusawymeﬂectmlyum Climate Change and Human conducive to happiness and | misuse. The deployment of | chologists align with counter
diseases, which now account for telehealth services. If this digital Health are worthy initiatives, peace of mind for its resi- | gender pronouns signals iden- | therapeutic institutional poli-
aver 65% of all deaths. Sedentary divide is not addressed, However, a 2023 NIMHANS dents", psychologists refrain | tity- safety and promotes the | cies that violate existing con-
lifestyles, poor diets, and tobacco technology could exacerbate study revealed that 14% of Indians from calli ion to the that the i itutional and statutory safe-
use are driving conditions such as healthcare disparities. suffer from some form of mental biased institutional policies | is procedurally fair for sexual | guards. Counselling centres
diabetes, heart disease, and Additionally, concerns about disorder, underscoring the need that impact mental health. and gender diverse people. | have to mobilise all possible
cancer. The 2024 International cybersecurity and the lack of for increased investment and For example, none of the | Using genderinclusive pro- | resources at multiple levels so
Diabetes Federation reported 101 strong data privacy laws might awareness. India must perceive official websites of the coun- | nouns and establishing inclu- | that care becomes the central
million Indians with diabetes, Air undermine public confidence. To health not merely as a social selling centres at the 23 1ITs | sive frameworks and anti-dis- | value. Similarly, embedding
pollution accounted for 1.6 million fully realise the potential of digital | obligation but as a strategic employ the phrase “queer af- | crimination  palicies are | ethics of care into institutional
deaths in 2019, according to The A cohesive, health, India needs to invest in investment. A cohesive, inclusive, firmative” or use trans-incly- | preventive public mental | policies to respond to avoida-
Lancet, further underscoring the inclusive, and rural Internet infrastructure, and well-funded health system - sive personal gender pro- | health care interventions that | ble mental distress to make ev-
urgency of environmental health wellH-funded provide training for front line rooted in innovation, equity, and nouns. Language is not just a | need to be prioritised as they | ery human life meaningful is
measures. According to NFHS-5, health system i workers, and implement resilience - is essential for collection of words; it is ac- | de-escalate mental distress. more important than landing
35% of children under five are Ry comprehensive data protection achieving developed nation status, tion. Gender identities, sex: “Teachers talk only about | ahuman on the moon.
stunted, and 57% of women aged essental for regulations. Emerging Through coordinated efforts ualities, and inclusive practic- | grades. A grade is the parame-
15-49 are anemic. These indicators achieving technologies such as Al across government, civil society, es are areas of human r by which students are Sudarshan R. Kottai is Assistant
reflect broader socioeconomic developed diagnostics, wearables, and and private sectors, India can fulfil experience and action in | judged as good or bad,” a stu- mfe-w Department of Humanities
challenges — poverty, lack of nation status remote monitoring hold its vision of ‘Health for Al which language, knowledge, | dent said. This is antith U7 Plakkad

Three billion people cannot afford a healthy diet

A healthy, nutritious diet is much more ex; cannot afford a healthy diet

I DATA POINT

healthy diet is about much
more than calories: we
need a wide range of nu-
trient-dense foods to get all the vi-
tamins and minerals that are es-
sential for good health. In this
piece, we look at the costs of diets
around the world. Healthy diets
are expensive ~ more than four
times the cost of a basic, calorie-
sufficient one. This is true in every
country in the world. As a result,
three billion people cannot afford
a healthy diet, even if they spend
most of their income on food.
Being able to eat a healthy, nu-
tritious diet is one of our most bas-
ic human needs. Yet billions of pe-
ople go without it; they suffer from
‘hidden hunger’, micronutrient
deficiencies such as too little iron,
calcium, vitamin A, or iodine.
There are many reasons why so-
meone might not eat a nutritious
diet. Often it's because people can-
not afford to. First, consider the
most basic requirement: getting
enough calories. These could
come in any form, but the cheap-
est option in most countries is star-
chy foods and cereals. Living on
this ‘energy sufficient’ diet would
mean eating only maize flour or
rice for every meal, a diet that is
severely lacking all other impor-
tant nutrients. In terms of diets in
poor countries, people get most of
their calories from starchy foods.
A person can eat an energy suf-
ficient diet on less than $1a day, as
per a study for the Food and Agri-
cultural Organization's “The State
of Food ity and Nutrition in
the World’ report. What does this
mean for the affordability of a ca-
lorie sufficient diet? A diet is consi-
dered “unaffordable” when the
diet cost plus expenditures for bas-
ic non-food needs are higher than
incomes per person. In each mun
try, food prices were

in each country are estimated by
looking at how much low-income
people typically spend on things
like housing and t

By comparing the cost of diets
with income distributions across

ensive than a calorie sufficient one. As a result, three billion pex

that people in India or Japan will
adopt the national dietary guide-
ImuoﬁheUS or vice versa.

a diverse,
he:h:yx?in is much more expen-
sive than a calorie-sufficient one.

the world,

that L1 billion people could not af-
ford the maost basic ener-
gy sufficient diet in 2021
(Map 1). That's 14% of the
global population. These
are the very worst-off in
terms of nutrition.

An important ques-
tion is how subsistence
farmers fit in. They are
included in these num-
bers: the income mea-
sure used to calculate the afforda-
bility of diets does take the value of
subsistence farming (i.e. home
production) into account. When
the FAO report states that these
smallholder farmers cannot afford
a calorie-sufficient diet, it means
they cannot produce one.

What people really need is a di-
verse and nutritious diet. Getting
enough calories is important, but
it is not sufficient to live a healthy
and productive life. Eating only ce-
reals and starchy foods will leave
you deficient in protein, essential
fats, and the wide range of micro-
nutrients that our bodies need to

Most countries develop 'food-
based dietary guidelines’ which
provide recommendations  on
what a ‘healthy diet’ would look
like. This includes guidelines on
what balance of foods across the
many groups — cereals, fruits, ve
getables, legumes, meat and dairy
~ is considered best for long-term
health

The researchers also looked at
the lowest-cost options to meet
these national food-based dietary
guidelines. Of course, there is no
universal ‘healthy diet’, particular-
ly when we consider the strong
cultural differences in what people
eat. So, the researchers selected

retail marketplaces specific to the
local context. Non-food expenses

« @

dietary guidelines which were re-
gionally  representative:  this
means that we are not expecting

WORLD
HEALTH DAY

The hers found that the av-
erage cost across the world was
$3.67 per day.

When we put these
prices in the context of
affordability, we find that
almost three billion
ple cannot affor
healthy diet. In many of
the world's poorest coun-
tns l:nlarfyicms

aran Africa - it's
unalfordable (or not pro-
ducible) for most of the popula-
tion. This is shown in Map 2 which
gives these figures as a p wage

FROM THE ARCHIVES

@he M@ Rinitn.

FIFTY YEARS AGO

APRIL 7, 1975

Two square meals

The maps were sourced from Our World in Data. Hannah Ritchie is the Deputy
Editor and Pablo Rosado is the Principal Data Scientist at Our World in Data

of the total R:pulaﬁon In many
countries, a healthy diet is out-of
reach for more than 80%.

A useful way to bring context to
food prices is to compare the cost
of a healthy diet with the median
income of countries across the
world. In the poorest countries,
the cost of a hnlthy diet is higher
than the median income. Even if
the average person in these coun-
tries spent all of their money on
food, a healthy diet would be unaf-
fordable. In some countries - In-
dia is the largest among them -
dietary costs would be roughly
equal to the median income.
There, le would need to
spend all of their income on food
to afford a healthy diet.

In rich countries, median in-
comes are much higher than die-
tary costs. In these countries the
median income earner can afford
a healthy diet with a relatively
small fraction of their income. The
average person in France could
spend just 6% of their income on
food and in Denmark, just 5%.

What this comparison shows is
how far most of the world is from
being able to afford a healthy diet.
We cannot spend all, or even
most, of our income on food. We
would have very little to spend on
other essentials.

@

Selective price control on
drug formulations suggested

New Delhi, April 6: The Hathi Committee on
drugs and pharmaceuticals has recommended a
selective price control on drug formulations
mdﬂ'arrwimnnﬂnlnsmaduﬂhepmm(
price control system which covers each and
every formulation,

Inits final report presented to the Petroleum
and Chemicals Minister, Mr. K.D. Malaviya
to-day, the 15-member committee, headed by
Mr. Jaisukhlal Hathi, MP, has recommended
lifting of price control on units having an annual
turnover of less than Rs. one crore. At present
unmwidunannualmmmo{umoks 50
lakhs are exempted from J regulation.

It has further suggested that formulations
based on 13 essential drugs as identified by the
committee for abolition of brand names should
also be exempted from price control. In the case
of bulk drugs, the committee has favoured
exemption from price control on items in which
there are no imports and which in terms of total
sales and basic drugs do not exceed Rs. 25 lakhs
annually.

In respect of other bulk drugs, the committee
has suggested that the system of price regulation
based on detailed cost examination should
continue, subject to the price being so fixed that
an efficient manufacturer is able to get a retumn
on his capital which is a litte higher than that
available on formulations for the industry as a
whole.

2 200000 — A HUNDRED YEARS AGO APRIL 7, 1925
Nodsta 100,000 1 million 10 million 100 million d ) z
Doctors and journalis
Map 2: The map shows the share of population that cannot sfford & healthy diet, Data Or J m
for 2022
The London correspondent of “The Manchester

Guardian” writes: I do not think there has been
much notice in what the scientific papers call
“the lay press” of the interesting compromise
which the British Medical Association Council
has arrived at on the delicate question of what
they call “indirect methods of advertising.” In
the recent discussion of the B.M.A. the
authorities did not go so far as to prohibit
doctors from writing in the lay press, but there
was a strong deprecation of “undesirable
journalistic methods.” It was suggested that
doctors who write for the papers should make it
a condition with the editors that there should be
no laudatory comment of their achievements or

headlines relating to their pmfesuinml status,
and ph hs were gravely di 1 of.
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Women affected by the Belgachia land subsidence stage a protest seeking help from the autharities for restoration of water and electricity. DEBASISH BHADURI

The roof overhead and the ground
beneath their feet, crumbled

Land subsidence at a dumping ground in Howrah district’s Belgachia area in West Bengal broke water pipes and cut electric cables, leaving hundreds of families without water,
electricity and a clear future. Shrabana Chatterjee and Moyurie Som speak to the people who survive by scrounging through the garbage in the area

here’s a clock on a dilapidated shelf and put his life together. He wipes his tears and Rina Das, 48, is recovering from breast cancer. | porary accommodation in seven 20-foot shipping
that's frozen in time: 8.10 a.m. It was QQ sighs amidst the stench of the waste. "We are | At the doorstep of her one-room home is the | containers in a field adjoining the Chatra Milan
about that time on March 21 that hun- known as people who gather garbage. No one | knee-deep black water. She struggles to keep the | Sangha club office in Belgachia, at least 5 km
dreds of families in Howrah district’s | The men wants to rent out their homes to us even if we | family running with only two buckets of water | away from the landfill. Workers carve out win-
Belgachia slum area, felt the ground slip away can relleve want to shift from here,” Mahesh says. He makes | supplied by the HMC. “We are not able to cook or | dows and doors in the shipping containers, sec- +
from under their feet. thernsed 00400 a day and pays 1,200 every monthas | bathe in this heat for over a week. How will we | tioning off 8x8 foot ‘rooms’ in each box.
Belgachia bhagar is a garbage dumping THpCIveS rent for a o house. Landlord survive?" Rina says. On March 26, at a meeting at the Urban Deve-
ground across 100 acres of land. Here, moun- | Anywherein | .o for 3 deposit of 210,000-20,000 for a room. Dipa Singh, 20, talks about her mother's strug- | lopment and Municipal Affairs office in Kolkata,
tains of trash, almost 150 meters high, tower to | €xtreme Neither Mahesh nor his neighbours can afford | gles through her menstrual cycle. “The men can | Hakim said 96 families affected by the ground
the height of a 15-storey building. About 20 km | situations. that. relieve themselves anywhere in extreme situa- | subsidence would be given new homes, under
from Kolkata, the area smells of rot, a cocktail of | What about tions. What about us? If this continues, we can | West Bengal's Banglar Bari government scheme.
decay and chemicals. It bears the load of the 550- | 1157 If this Moving mountains catch an infection at any time,” Dipa says. The families would be given possession of these
600 tons of waste generated daily by Howrah, a | oiniac In the light of what has happened, a meeting was A mother-son duo roll up their pants and walk | houses in the next year and a half, he said.
city on the banks of the Hooghly river. e cori = tch convened on March 25. It was attended by Minis- | through the water, trying to get home. The moth- Gita Sau, 35, who lives next to the landfill and
On the morning of March 21, the mountain of e ters, including Firhad Hakim, West Bengal Minis- | er says their skin burns after having walked | isone of the prospective beneficiaries of the com-
waste crumbled under its own weight. In the pro- | aninfection | tor for Urban Development, Municipal Affairs | through the filth for weeks. She instructs her | pensatory housing, says life in “tin boxes” is
cess, it burst water pipes and cut electric lines, | atany time and Housing; high-ranking police officers; and | young son to wash his feet with antiseptic solu- | hard. “The weather is already boiling. The sum-
Many residents of the slum were left without wa- | pieasiNGH civic body and district officials from Kolkata and | tion after they reach home. mer months will be worse. Is it possible to live in
ter and electricity for almost two weeks. About | Resident, Howrah. They decided to relocate the waste to a Amid the chaos, a bucket seller has found a | tin houses in such heat? We [the residents] went
100-150 families bore the brunt as their homes | Pl bhagar stable location. Dhapa, a landfill near Kolkata; | moment of soaring business. With his pants fold- | and saw the arrangements, and we decided to
developed major cracks. and Arupara, in Howrah, were shortlisted. There | ed up, his head and shoulders laden with about | stay where we are, even if that means living out-
is also an empty ground close to the current gar- | 10 buckets, he hawks his wares loudly. side our broken homes,” she says.
On the street bage mountain in Belgachia which was to be a For Aarti Paswan, 30, the water being provid-
A few metres away from the dumping ground, temporary fix. Politics over civic apathy ed by the municipality’s tankers “looks murky”
Deepak Yadav, 32, lies on the pavement under a On March 26, when earth movers began relo- | Since March 21, leaders from different political | and “is not fit for drinking”™. She says it is taking a
scorching midday sun trying to get some shut- cating the waste from the Belgachia landfill to | parties have been visiting Belgachia. Leader of | toll on their digestive systems. “We drink it be-
eye. Like the others around him, he has made a Arupara, they were met with protests. “We do | the Opposition Suvendu Adhikari came on March | cause there is no water in our taps, and we can-
makeshift bed out of rags from the dump. Beside not want a new landfill here. We did not agree to | 24, but had an altercation with the police. “To- | not afford to buy bottled water. The sellers have
him is his single-storey house, its walls collapsed live beside a dump when we bought our proper- | day, I went to meet the affected families, but the | also hiked the price of bottled water since de-
into each other. In the only room that is intact, ties,” a protesting resident said angrily to the TV | Mamata Police (Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee) | mand surged,” she says.
two family photographs hang from the wall, as- cameras pointed at him. tried to obstruct my path and even started a skir- A water tanker pulls up next to her house. As
kew. Stuffed toys, a child’s bicycle, and a rag lie The Belgachia community is worried about | mish on the spot to deter me from meeting | an elderly woman hunches over to fill her bucket,
on the floor. Deepak stares into the fractured their future. “This dump, which has ruined our | them,” Adhikari said to the media. Aarti warns her, “Be careful, Ma. The water is not
room and within a second, collapses into tears. homes, is also our only source of income. What Subhankar Sarkar, the Congress West Bengal | good.” Aarti says she hasn't had a drop of water to
“My children have been begging me to pre- will we do now?” Mahesh says. After the ground | State president, visited the area too. The Jocal Tri- | drink through the day.
serve their toys. This house is only two years old. subsidence, the rag pickers are not allowed toen- | namool Congress MLA Manoj Tiwary gave some
It was my dream to build my own house. 1 shed ter the landfill. “Now our work is also at stake be- | families ¥10,000 and 5,000. For the people af- | Experts point to an impending disaster
blood, sweat, and tears for it. I took a loan of 2.5 cause the dumping ground is off limits for us. No | fected by the situation, the visits bring little suc- | Partha Pratim Biswas, professor of construction
lakh from different sources. But we became one will give us any other work," Mahesh adds. cour. Locals have staged protests stating that the | engineering at Jadavpur University, believes that
homeless before I could even repay it,” he says. authorities had repeatedly failed to take cogniz- | this could happen at any dumping ground if
In the colony, the men sleep in makeshift beds The other side of the garbage dump sance of the situation for years. waste is not managed before it reaches the brink.
outside their homes, guarding what is left. The For over two weeks, residents on the other side The HMC has not elected members or council- | He and his colleagues have been monitoring the
women, children, and the elderly are at a relief of the garbage dump have been locked into their | lors for the last six years. The locals have no one to file an expert c report about
camp in a school nearby. Disjointed pieces of fur- houses, because the earthquake-like situati to hold acc ble for the mi: Ba- | anil ling disaster.
niture lie in the sun; the families had taken them has pushed out a sludge they must walk through. | pi Manna, a board member of the HMC, says he “The base soil has a carrying capacity, which
out of their crumbling houses for safekeeping. A sluggish, tarlike liquid, thick with oily resi- | understands that people are in distress, but, “this | has been exceeded here. There should be a res-
“Our houses still make rumbling sounds. New dues, floating dead birds, and rodents has flood- | is a natural disaster which no one had a hand in”. | triction on the height and weight of the dump,”
cracks appear every day,” Deepak says. He adds ed the area. There are no cracks in houses here, | He is overseeing work on an alternative water pi- | Biswas says. He explains that every landfill has a
that when they hear their houses rumbling, they because the residents are relatively economically | peline. slope. "The stability of the slope depends on its
run a distance and come back again. better off than the ragpicker community. The affected residents have been offered tem- | waste ition. Here, biodk dable waste is
Twice a day, Deepak and the others fill their over 40%, inert waste is around 35%, which can
water bottles from tankers sent by the Howrah make the slope unstable if it gains too much
Municipal Corporation (HMC). They rely on com- height.” He says recycling most of the waste is the
munity kitchens for their meals. “There are so best solution to avoid such disasters; keeping the
many people. Some days, the food and water get height and slope in constant check is also impor-
over before we can reach,” Deepak says. tant. The capacity of the soil can be calculated
He recalls March 20, when the ragpickers’ co- through simple mathematical methods to miti-
lony adjoining the landfill woke up to dry taps. gate mishaps. He says underground cracks can
“Every day, the water flow starts at 6 in the morn- cause further chaos, especially because they are
ing. When we woke up, we realised our taps had unseen.
no water. We were told it was because the pipe- For Gita, survival is a daily negotiation. With a
line had broken the previous night, but we were bag of prescriptions in hand, she clings to the lit-
not too worried because it had happened be- tle she has left — a meagre income from washing
fore,” he says. Deepak and his neighbours had dishes at homes nearby and the belief that her
anticipated that, like other times, the water son's education will lead to a future beyond this
would resume in a few hours. The next day, just existence of hardship. Her husband, who worked
past 8 a.m., the soft soil around Belgachia bhagar Sludge-like water at a nearby factory, was fired after he failed to
began to crack, then the roads, then the houses, | hasseeped above show up during the crisis.
all in quick succession. Then, the mountain of the ground after An elderly man sits next to Aarti with tears
garbage developed cracks. People ran out of their the events of running down his wrinkled cheeks. “Why wasn't
houses. It was like an earthquake, residents say. March 21 in I buried in the debris when my house collapsed?™
Mahesh Shaw, 39, sits outside his broken Belgachia. moyurie.som@thehindu.co.in
home, wondering if he can pick up the pieces DEBASISH BHADUR! by h 1 hehindu.co.in
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Why UGC will issue equivalence certificates for foreign degrees

case the  ordegroe — fromaforei anbe  incase they want toapply for admissiontoan  thus far? recognition. These regulations aim to offer
ABHINAYA HARIGOVIND UGC isessential. ised for grant of an cer- inindia For this, Instead of the UGC, at the moment, the  students and institutions a structured, trans-
NEW DELHI APRIL 6 Disciplines like medicine, pharmacy,  tificate if; the student needs to h tleast  Associ of Indian L ies (AlU) is-  parent, and fair system aligned with global
nursing, law, and architecture, and “other Witwas Awardl:d bya foreign i institution 12 years of school education. i ificates for best practices,” Kumar md
THE UNIVERSITY Grants Ci i ific bythenormsofre-  thatis he laws i foreign for higher and Hesaidthat the “intended
(Recognition and Grant of Equivalence to  spective Statutory Councils in India” will ot country; I for i to formalise and streamline the qualification
Qualifications Obtained from Foreign  be covered under the regulations. W The entry-level requi {like qualifications in disciplines like medicine, ~ recognition process under a statutory frame-
i ituti ions 2025 They will, however, be applicable for  minimum credit requirements, or require- The UGC wil portalto nursing and mhncmm:l work," adding that they are “designed to en-
were notified on Friday. qualifications obtained via distance oron-  ments of a thesis or intemnship) for admis-  receive applu'zmms for rquwﬂmrc certifi- The AU is a registered society with sev- hancr: transparency, consistency. and acces-
These regulations specify the procedure  line learning modes, cuntn:y to what lhe sion to the programme are similar to a pro- cms A I be by a eral uni ies, public and private, as its :.u.-. yi lificati
!n(obwnmscqulvalmcruﬂlﬁum whu:h draft This gramme of that sort offered in India; and i field Il also issues e certifi- Jear, public i iteria”.
aredoc due to feedback received, UGC (halmun M W If the student has pur- of education, The ¢ cates for hool ex- The fer to the “interna-
btained inan broad  Jagadesh tuldﬂ‘wlndmnb\prﬂx sued the programme asper - RO QI M 0l willrec anappli- from fa!@hmrds lisat the d ¥
(like a degree or d )i toa will not be re-  the norms and spec- cation be accepted o rejected U(Idumruni(umarsudl’umwMUs in the wake of the NEP 2020, “If Indian insti-
comparable quallﬁul)on in Indu qum'd for quillﬁcmnns obtained fmm for-  ified by the foreign institution. EDUCATION within d the UGCs,adding  tutions are to attract international students,
The UGC made. i eign insti that have Qualifications obtained The UGC will communi- ﬂmlh&slsmﬁmnmﬂhauhtuuchasm we must ensure fair recognition of degrees
public in 2023, The regulations have now  with Indian institutions under UGC regula-  from off-shore campuses of foreign institu-  cate its decision to the applicant within 15 tified a dedicated regulatory framework for  earned abroad.” Kumar said.
b ified ¥ dback.  tions for fi degree pro-  tionscanalsol di il i i recognising foreign qualifications. He added: "Many students return with

With some exceptions, the equivalence
certificates will be valid for all academic in-

stitutions under the UGC, for higher educa-
tion and research, and for employment in

grammes, or for setting up foreign institu-
tionsin

What are the conditions for granting

equivalence?
A qualification — a certificate, diploma,

EXPLAINED

WHATIS ‘QATARGATE, THE LATEST
FURORE ARUUND NETANYAHU?

FOR YEARS, Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu of Israel has been standing
trial for corruption, even as he oversees
conflicts in the Gaza Strip, Lebanon and
Syria.Now, he is locked in a separate
standoff with Israel's law enforcement
authorities — a police investigation that
has renewed calls for his resignation.
Knowmn as “Qatargate,” the case hinges
on the claim that Netanyahu' smn:duad—
visers were paid by a

Qatar to promote Qatari interests in lhc
Istaeli news media,
That claim has angered many Israclis

the case
a‘political manhunt’, Reuters

because for years, Qatar hashosted lead-  information to a foreign newspaper.

ersof Hamas. Netanyahu's recent efforts

tofire the head of the Shin Bet, thelsracli  What is Qatar's role?

internal security agency, have compoun- The court mcurdsdommmxha

ded the furor. The Shin Bet first Qatar irectly with

the probe into Netanyahu's aides. aides. Instead, the records state that lhe
Netanyahu has dismissed the caseas  aides were directed by ThirdCircle, a US-

a"politi " The Qatari based lobbying group that represents

ment said in a statement that the allega-

Qatar in various countries, including the

tions were baseless. United States. Court records show that
ThlrdCurIc pand Feldstein via an Israeli
What are the. dlarifyif
According to court records, policeof-  or how! Unch was compensated,
ficers are i ing whether Jonatan

Urich and Eli Fcldsm‘n, two aides to

How is’

Netanyahu involved?
The Prime Minister is nota suspectin

image of Qatar in the Israeli

Theyamsardmhwrwndrdalnngs:dca

third person not named in the records.
Both Egypt and Qatar have mediated

the case, but he

officers for more than an hour on Mart‘h
31.To make that meeting, Netanyahu was
forced to depart early from his separate

late 2023,
but they have not always worked in lock-
step, The court records say the three men

al. In that case, he isaccused

of granting regulatory favours to busi-
nesspeople and media executives in ex-

are suspected of trying to foster theidea  change for bribes and positive coverage.
that Qatar played a more important role
thian Beons i dard h nerve?
Vhy

a ceasefire in the Gaza Strip. Urich and For years, Qatar has hosted senior
Feldstein were arrested on March 31 members of Hamas, Since 2018, Qatar has

also sent more than $1 billion in aid
Whoare the advisers? money to civilians in Gaza. US officials

Urichis forthe  quietly the first
Israeli military who has become one of  and the Israeli government directly re-
Nmnyahu’s mcm trusted strategists. quested the second.
Still, hu’ are furi-

ol‘ﬁm’ amhmwm:uuam

ous that officials privy to I.vadl state se-

crets might si

Prime Mlmslnr‘s office at the start al' (hc
‘war. He was arrested in a separate case in
the fall, on suspicion he leaked classified
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tificate, provided that the academic pro-
gramme complies with requirementsinthe
country where the campus is lo(aed andin
!hrmunlryofnnglnnfun i

y

willbe por
tal. In case of rejection, the applicant canap-
p?ylnra u'vit:w whldlwﬂl beconsidered by

he -rr-l -

by the UGC.

v abroad,

HARISH DAMODARAN

INDIA'S COTTON economy isn't in great
shape.
This, despite the advantage the country
has as a producer of the natural fibre and its
textile exports facing only 27% duty — as
against China's 54%, Vietnam's 46%,
Bangladesh’s 37%, Indonesia’s 32% and Sri
Lanka’s 44% — under US President Donald
Trump's “reciprocal tariff” policy.

The cause for concern is production.

India's cotton output in the 2024-25 mar-
leeting year (October-September ) is projected
at just over 204 lakh bales (Ib; 1 1b=170 kg),
the lowest since the 290 Ib of 2008-09.
Production has been on a decline since the
peakof 398 1bin 2013-14 (see chart 1). Afall
from almost 400 1b to under 300 Ibcan even
be termed catastrophic.

The cultivation of genetically modified
(GM) cotton hybrids — mmrpm:nng alien

i Bacillus

thuringiensis or Bt — had led to not only a
near-trebling of production (from 136 Ib to
308 Ib). but also a 139-fold jump in exports
(from081bto 117 1b), between 2002-03 and
2013-14. Subsequently, however, exports
have dipped even as imports have risen.
India’s cotton imports this year, at 30 Ib, are
slated tosurpass its exports of 17 1b (chart 2).

Adifferent bollworm
The production slide, and India turning

from a large cotton exporter to a net im-
porter, is mainly courtesy of the pink boll-

hy issued?
“This move is in tune with the thrust of
National Education Policy 2020 on the inter-
nationalisation of higher education, and the
need to provide clarity and consistency in

Crisis in the cotton fields

The pink bollworm is ravaging India’s cotton production. While some seed firms have developed new
genetically modified hybrids resistant to the insect pest, regulatory barriers hinder commercialisation

Lk bafes of 170 kg
50
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Production & Corsumption
Join FREE Whatsapp Chaneel b o h ! n2VRLGRGIOKH60BIOE
axmnmuismﬂrtlnnthﬂlhmpemdm Punjab) growing zones.
Not for nathis all-india per-hectare

tmps The American bollworm larvae mrcst
maize, jowar (sorghum), tomato, bhindi
(okra ). chana {chickpea) and lobia (cowpea).

ﬁnmﬂtcxm:gmmmw The PBW

cotton lint yields, which increased from an
average of 302 kg in 2002-03 to 566 kg in
2013-14, have plunged to 436-437 kg in the

qualific in-
tegrate into India’s higher education system
or workforce. Such students need a struc-
tured i i reden-
tials without unpredictable delays and pro-
cedural ambiguity.”

icity and environmental safety (residue analy-
sis, pollen flow studies, etc)

Bioseed is seeking the GEACs go-ahead
for a second year of BRL-1 trials during the
2025 kharif season at more locations across
the south, central and north zones.

Rasi Seeds Pvt Ltd has also applied to the
GEAC for conducting BRL-1 trials (first year)
of lsPBW-czslmmGMmtnnhyhmhlnﬂt

The Ct
based company’s transgenic events express
asynthetic ‘cry1¢’ gene, also derived from Bt.

“The Nagpur-headquartered Ankur Seeds

food.

resistant to PBW. It has entered into an agree-
ment with the National Botanical Research
Institute (NBRI) at Lucknow for sourcing the
latter’s GM cotton lines expressing a ‘chimeric’
in(achimeric geneis ¢
bining segments of different Bt genes. The re-
sultant new gene m:ndu a protein with en-
hancedor Anlaur

Su-dwnllmwruxhtrrmwmmd

mundcmhcﬁm-yurm-l [ 3
als for NBRI's Event 519",

The GEAC, in its meeting on July 29 last
year, had allowed a prefiminary ‘event selec-
tion trial' for five GM cotton lines (ASCOT101
to 105) of the Chhatrapati Sambhaji Nagar-
based Ajeet Seeds Pyt Ltd, expressing a PBW-
resistant ‘cry2Aa’ gene from Bt

Reguhtory hurdles

the initial genetic trmsformauuns am tost-
ing in contained laboratory or green-
house/net-house conditions —take time for
the results to reach farmers’ fields.

population that became resistant ly

v lurﬁcki

BWlar-  last two years,
to the toxins The regulatory barriers, plus opposition
Deploying Wge“es from environmental groups and the need to
Leading i .‘.-
wveloped GM cotton hybrids trials, b nonew

were sus-
ceptible, The pest's short life cycle (25-35 days
from egg laying to adult moth stage). alluw-

genes from Bt, which they daim mmcrm
sistance to PBW.

worm (PBW). This is an insect pest, whose  ingit lete at least 3 bad-based Bioseed Research

Iarvaebnmmnlhbnls\ﬁ'uns)ulmmm smglrcmpsemollﬂﬂ-)?ﬂdayxmhr« India, adivision of DCM Shmamlxd is con-

plant. The bolls hthe ductingc

white fluffy mtton fibres or lint grow. The I\ recent article in the mmﬂﬁc journal  onits Y ’&oCmXZMI

PBW ¢ on the Nature showed the PBW ping resist-  tec the ‘cry8Eal’

m:dsandd\chm unsmgylcldlosawv:ll ance to both ary1Ac and cry2Ab toxins by gene found in Bt.

as lint discolouration, 2014, about 12 years after Indian farmers be- The Ministry of Environment’s Genetic
The GM cotton now grown in India have  gan cultivating Bt cotton, Engineering Approval Comimittee (GEAC) had,

two Bt genes, ‘cry1Ac’ and ‘cry2Ab’, coding

for proteins toxic to the American bollworm,
1ol "

The double-gene hybrids initially provided

mpmnmagamsl the mmmm

The reason is that the PBW is a
monophagous pest, feeding exclusively on

The incidence of the pest crossing the
“economic threshold level” — where the
value of crop damage exceeds the cost of
control — was recorded from 2014 in the cen-
tral (Maharashtra, Gujarat and Madhya

inlate-July 2024, permitted Bioseed to under-
take Biosafety Research Level- 10(BRL-1 )trials

been commercialised in India after Mun-
santo’s Bollgard-2 Bt cotton in May 2006.

The seed industry’s hope is that the havoc
wreaked by PBW may prompt the Centre to
adopt a more proactive approach to new GM
hybrid events, This is possible especially in
cotton, which isn't seen as a food

In her 2025-26 Budget speech, Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman announced a
‘Mission for Cotton Productivity’. It aims to
provide “the best of science & technology
support” to larmcrs And a“steady supply of

of its event at six locations in MP, Karnatak:
and AP The trials, inisolated plots of not more
th

each,

q " for the industry.
‘nut urgency may have got added impe-
tus from the mfrat posed to the country's

Pradesh), 2017 in south (Tel
Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh and Tamil Nadu)
and 2021 in north (Rajasthan, Haryana and

thy i M nd the

mwhmﬂtymmtmducrd.mhmlsalsn

cot PBW and the opportu-
nity opened up for its textile exports from
Trump's reciprocal tariffs,

Nintendo’s story: from handcrafting playing cards toruling video game industry

ALIND CHAUHAN
NEW DELHI APRIL 6

Mmﬂmlwﬂ]krﬂaﬂd
on 5, Nintendo announced last week.

is the latest offering from the Japanese
wvideo game giant, which once made hand-

ina number of illegal activities, including
gambling.

By the 19605, the cards began to fall out
of favour. This forced the company, now un-
der Fusajiro’s grandson Hiroshi, to change
direction.

But success was hard to come by,
Nintendo's foray into instant rice — perhaps

crafted playing cards. inspired by the successof in-
stant noodles — was a failure,
Humble beginnings Aswasits foray into love ho-
As far as tech companies go, TECH tels'. A taxi service and ro-
ikeliest of botic vacuum cleaner busi-
beginnings. The business was founded by ness did not fare much better.
Fusajiro Yamauchi in 1889 as a tiny street
side shop in Kyoto, which sold beautifully  Entry into video games
decorated hand-made playing cards, The company struck gold in the 1970s

known as Hanafuda,

As his cards’ popularity grew across
Japan, so did Yamauchi's business. Hana-
fuda soon bccame associated wnh tht
Yakuza,

after it made investments in a fast-emerg-
ing technology: video games. By 1978,

game version ul(hc;upular board game
Othello.

TVE~p
"o

Switch 2 will release in June. Reuters

€hi an ltalian
p!umhcrcilltd Mario.

came very popular due to lsumquedrswl.
afhrdahity.ambn;blmry
to date

“It (Donkey Kong)

in video game history: the first of the so-
callnd platform games, and one of the first

— the Nintendo DS — came in 2004, Its dis-
mxldml-stmmdn@(mth uncmu'h-

150 million units of the Switch till date.

Secret to success
Nintendo's enduring success stems

narrative, witha

anartidein

Nlmmdncrnlui other popular games
such as Donkey Kong Jr, The Legend of Zelda,
and Super Mario Bros.

Advent of console era

The company launched a new home
game console in 1983, This was introduced
to the US two years later, under the name
System (NES).

It was with the arcade video game
Dnlmyl(nngl'ummudom mﬂl got its

da

Nintendo sold almost 62 million units of
INES worldwide.
In 1989, the company released its first
le, the Game

first i The ga
giant gorilla as the vllhm whn had kid-

Game Boy. This
was a milestone in gaming history, and be-

for new forms of pmq:b/and
ummhn 35 pera mpnn by Techinsight.
console, rnakn;n the smmdbtst selling
consale in history{after Sony's PlayStation 2).
Wi, refeased in 2006, was another path-
breaking console. It came with a slim wand
(resembling a TV remote ) equipped with an
innovative motion sensor. Though its 2012
successor Wii U did not dowell, the comparry
recovered in five years, with the Switch.
This boasted a unique hybrid design,
meaning it could be used as a traditional

from its ability to extract the most possible
“fun” out of modest h,
Florent Gorges, a French author who has
written books on the company’s history,
told France24: *The Switch perfectly re-
spects Nintendo’s DNA, which is ‘lateral
thinking with withered technology’. This
means to succeed in making something
new out of something old.”
Nlmrndo ibo hm a ynt appcme for
fireex-
ecutives and mrinv its m after fail-
ure. As Chris Kohler, author of Power-Up:
How Japanese Video Games Gave the World
an | Extra Life (2005), told The Guardian,

home console wh nnmnm— becnmatumwm;am
tor, o
aragmgmmNmnmdnlussuldm ﬂydpmdzngnhnwhaw"



The Supreme Court's 2001 nuling mandated strict anti-ragging committees, while the University Grants Commission’s 2009 regulations require students and parents to submit affidavits

I'HE HINDU

TELANGANA

GANDHI HOSPITAL

(ESTD. - 1851 A.D.)

Arite of passage or
a lifetime of scars?

Despite anti-ragging laws, medical colleges in Telangana remain hotspots for hazing. From verbal humiliation
1o physical abuse, firstyear students endure unspoken harassment, fearing retaliation and institutional

indifference. We:

k enforcement, deep-rooted power dynamics and poor mental health support keep the vicious

cycle alive. Siddharth Kumar Singh investigates why ragging persists despite policies meant to end it

ikram (name changed) was just anoth-

er first-year MBBS student at the Go-

vernment Medical College Khammam

in Telangana, trying to find his way
through the maze of lectures, labs and late-night
study sessions, On November 12 last year, as he
walked back to his hostel, he ran a hand over his
freshly trimmed hair. It was nothing drastic; just
a routine cut, or so he thought until he stepped
into the hostel. The laughter came first - loud,
mocking, floating down the corridor from the
floor above.

“Nice haircut. Looks like you are trying to co-
py the Chinese,” a senior sneered. Another voice
chimed in, the mocking tone sharper: “Maybe go
for something more Indian next time?" The jeers
echoed, followed by a chorus of laughter,

Vikram felt a slow bum of embarrassment
creep up his spine. He lowered his gaze and hur
ried into his room. His roommate glanced up, but
said nothing. Vikram studied his reflection in the
mirror. The more he stared, the more he doubted
himself. Maybe if he trimmed a little more, the
jokes would stop. Scissors in hand, he made
small, hesitant cuts. But the damage had already
been done, far beyond his hair,

Humiliated, he decided to seek help, He
turned to the college'’s anti-ragging officer, assis
tant professor Rahman expecting support, per
haps even action against the seniors, Instead, the
professor eyed him for a moment and said, "Let’s
fix this®,

Vikram did not quite understand what it
meant, not until he found himself in a salon chair
outside the campus, Rahman spoke to the barber
in hushed tones and then, clippers buzzed to life.
A strip of his hair fell to the floor, Then another,
Then another. Within minutes, his head had
been shaved.

A lump formed in Vikram's throat, The humi
liation he had tried so hard to escape had come a
full circle — not from his seniors this time, but
from someone supposed to protect him, That
night, sleep eluded him. The whispers in the hos
tel, the stolen glances, the barely concealed
smirks were all inescapable,

By morning, his resolve had hardened. With
his heart pounding and mind still reeling, he
walked into the principal’s office and filed a com
plaint. The matter quickly escalated to the Direc
tor of Medical Education (DME), and within days,
Rahman was suspended.

But the shame clung to Vikram, The helpless
ness and the fear refused to fade. What should
have been the beginning of his medical journey
had turned into something else entirely: a brutal
introduction to the unspoken realities of life in a
medical college.

Rahman's suspension lasted only two months
before it was revoked. The authorities deemed a
transfer to Mulugu, a remote area in Telangana,
as ‘punishment’ - a mere slap on the wrist,

This was no isolated incident. While ragging

Bo

Medical
students are
atacrideal
stage of
emotional
development,
When they
experience
Intense
humiliaton,
they may
struggle 1o
process it
leading to
long-term
mental health
Issues.

DIANA
MONTEIRO,
Cousselling
Paychoogist

has largely been reined in across undergraduate
and engineering colleges, medical institutions in
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g of expulsion for

bad have seen some progress in recent years, stu-
dents say. A student from Osmania Medical Col
lege, Hyderabad, recalls how, when she )mncd
MBBS in 2018, senior female students i

In ragging,

tions and understanding the motivations behind
ragging from the perspectives of both the perpe
trators and victims,

ed her for wearing a sleeveless outfit and freshers
were barred from the college canteen.

Reading rooms, where students often spend 10
to 12 hours a day preparing for exams, were not
always free from judgment either. “When my
friends and I were studying there, a few senior
boys d, “‘How are we supp to focus
when you are wearing sleeve
While such regressive views were
then, she notes her batch has made a conscious
decision not to subject juniors to the same
treatment.

“Another reason behind the lower incidence
of ragging in older, well-established medical col
leges is the structured hostel set-up. Institutions
like Gandhi, Osmania, and Kakatiya medical col-
leges have separate hostel blocks for seniors and

Telangana continue to wrestle with its deeply en-
trenched culture.

Trial by fear

In March this year, another instance of ragging
surfaced, this time at the Government Medical
College Nagarkurnool. A first-year student there
was subjected to abuse and humiliation by three
seniors over a seemingly trivial matter,

The ordeal began with a simple errand - a se-
nior student instructed a junior to fetch a water
mug from another senior's room. Unaware that
the occupant was asleep, the junior knocked on
the door, unintentionally waking him, The se-
nior's annoyance quickly spiralled into
aggression.

Along with another student, he dragged the
junior into their room and forced him into an
“air chair” position, a stress posture meant to in
flict discomfort. As the junior struggled to hold
it, the seniors seized his phone and demanded
his UP1 PIN,

“When he refused to share his banking details,
one of the seniors allegedly hit him with a belt
multiple times and slapped him too,” says college
principal Ramadevi. Unable to bear the abuse,
the shaken student reached out to a relative, who
happened to be a police officer.

This incident and Vikram's ordeal are not
mere exceptions. Despite pol , committees
and legal mandates, ragging remains embedded
in the culture of medical colleges, as seniors bla-
tantly exert their dominance, turning routine in
teractions with juniors and freshers into oppor-
tunities for harassment.

The 'State of Ragging in India 2022245’ report
by the Society Against Violence in Education
(SAVE) highlights this disturbing trend. Medical
colleges, though representing just 1L1% of India’s
student population, account for 38.6% of total
ragging complaints, 35.4% of serious cases, and a
staggering 45.1% of ragging related deaths. In Te-
langana, the Kaloji Narayana Rao University of
Health Sciences alone recorded 25 complaints
between 2022 and 2024, states the report,

These numbers stand in stark contrast to the
measures supposedly in place. The Supreme
Court's 2001 ruling mandated strict anti-ragging
committees, while the University Grants Com-
mission (UGC)'s 2009 regulations required stu-
dents and parents to submit affidavits warning of
expulsion for involvement in ragging. The Na
tional Medical Commission (NMC) has its own set
of protocols, yet institutions often prefer to han-
dle cases internally rather than reporting them.

For many students, this silence is the real be-
trayal. Ragging in medical colleges is not just
about hierarchy; it is about unchecked power, in-
stitutional complacency and a system that too of-
ten fails those it claims to protect.

Medical colleges in urban areas like Hydera-

Juniors, interactions between them.
However, newly established medical colleges fol-
low a floorwise hostel division, making it easier
for seniors and juniors to cross paths and increas-
ing the chances of ragging,” says a student of Go-
vernment Medical College, Khammam.

Persistence despite policies
A senior health official acknowledges that despite
ongoing efforts, ragging remains a persistent is-
sue in Telangana's medical colleges but disciplin
ary action is taken when complaints 2 “The
problem exists at the level. of individual institu-
tions, Whenever a complaint is lodged, necessary
action is taken,” he says.

However, he underscores that institutional
measures alone cannot eliminate ragging. “Real
change must come from the students themselves.

Parents, too, have

a role in shaping
their children’s at-

titude.  Without
that, the problem
Posters detalling legal will r“"ﬂv‘" 7 the of-
. i o cial a
‘u)ll\u‘pn'.llu.\‘tl'l ragging He poliils: out
are displayved across b
that the U and
campuses and booklets NMC regularly
outlining punishments monitor  ragging
are distributed o complaints  and
students, forward them to
institutions, with

NARENDRA KUMAR,
Director of Medscal Educaion,
Telangina

Telangana’s medi-
cal colleges receiv-
ing three to four
cases annually. However, he admits that the ac-
tual number could be higher: “Unless students
come forward with complaints, we cannot fully
gauge the scale of the problem. But in every re-
ported case, action has been taken.”

With medical seats now being filled through
the all-India quula students from diverse States
mnd mlmral back ds often face chalk

Diana m)\hnlugm
based in Hyderabad, c-xplmm that ragging oper-
ates on two levels — one that appears harmless
and playful, and another that is rooted in power
and control. While some seniors view it as a way
to build camaraderie, it can quickly escalate into
abuse when those seeking dominance use it to
assert authority over juniors.

“Ragging works like bullying. It often starts
with humiliation but escalates when seniors real-
ise they can control juniors through fear. Over
time, some begin to see it as a ‘tradition’ they
must continue, turming past victims into future
perpetrators,” she says.

The psychological damage for victims can be
severe, leading to shame, embarrassment, and,
in extreme cases, trauma that leads to anxiety,
depression or even suicidal thoughts. "Medical
students are at a critical stage of emotional deve-
lopment. When they experience intense humilia-
tion, they may struggle to process it, leading to
long term mental health issues,” she warns,

The silence surrounding ragging remains one
of its most troubling aspects. Fear of retaliation
and the normalisation of this culture in institu-
tions often prevent victims from speaking out,
“Many colleges fail to provide effective mental
health support, despite court mandates requir
ing counsellors on campuses, This lack of re-
sources leaves students with nowhere to turn,
deepening their trauma,” Monteiro points out.

Ragging also perpetuates a vicious cycle, Vic
tims who once felt powerless may later become
perpetrators themselves. “It is similar to patterns
seen in other forms of abuse. Some juniors, after
enduring ragging, later inflict the same abuse on
others as a way to reclaim a sense of control. For
individuals with sadistic tendencies, this cycle
becomes even more dangerous,” she warns.

Awareness and enforcement

Breaking this panvm n-qum-s a pmmwl- top-
down i that
awareness alone is not enough; strict enforce-
ment of anti-ragging policies is essential.

“Education is key, not just for students, but al-
s0 for faculty, wardens and hostel staff. Consis
tent messaging from college management, along
with strict consequences for violations, can shift
campus culture, Enforcement works, but enfor-
cement without education won't lead to lasting
change," she adds.

Medical colleges are meant to shape the doc
tors of tomorrow, yet for many students, the first
lesson is not about healing but survival. While in-
stitutions claim to act on complaints, the silence
of countless victims suggests that fear still out-
weighs trust in the system.

Telangana Director of Medical Education Na
rendra Kumar acknow ledges that ragging re
mains a | 1 issue in medical colleges des-

o ili i While this
diversity enriches the learning experience, the
official notes that initial cultural differences so-

i lead to 4 di among
students.

To tackle ragging, colleges are implementing
awareness programmes and involving law enfor
cement. "At the time of admission, we hold ses-
sions where local police officers, including the
district Superintendent Police, issue strict warn:
ings to students,” he says. Despite these efforts,
he admits that some incidents persist.

Beyond administrative interventions

Despite institutional measures and disciplinary
action, the persistence ul ragging points to deep
er psychological and so dynamics at play. Ex-
perts argue that addressing the issue effectively
requires looking beyond administrative interven-

pite prcvmlm- ures. He details the steps
taken to curb the issue, including the formation
of anti-ragging committees in every institution.
These ¢ i include rep from
the police, legal experts and social activists to en-
sure a multi-faceted approach.

“Senior students undergo counselling ses-
sions, and faculty members, particularly assis
tant professors, are assigned night duty in hostels
as most incidents occur after dark, Posters detail-
ing legal consequences of ragging are displayed
across campuses and booklets outlining punish-
ments are distributed to students,” he explains.

Despite these efforts, Kumar admits incidents
still occur: "When such cases arise, parents are
informed immediately and an anti-ragging com-
mittee meeting is convened to decide the next
course of action, whether it be counselling, tem-
porary suspension or expulsion.”
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Indian and cool

If the likes of Temasek, Alpha Wave, and IHC want a
bite of Haldiram’s, it has surely got the recipe right

ALDIRAM'S HAS DONE what few Indian legacy brands have
managed — stay deeply Indian at heart while building a busi-
ness that’s operationally modern and globally scalable The
k, IHC (! | Holding Company), and Alpha
Wave Global deal last week doesn't really surprise. If anything, it is aval-
idation of something one knew intuitively — you don’t need to western-
isetoglobalise.Of course, there aremore than a handful of Indian brands
thath Ifi aSan-
toor, you have a Campa in sofl drmlu and Bisleri in padtaged water and
soon.Forits part, Hald

: Opimion

HIS YEAR MARKS the 75th
anniversary of India and
China establishing diplo-
matic relations. While India
was the first non-socialist
nation to recognise China, the relation-
ship has been marred by several ups and
downs. The unsettled boundary dispute
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@ COOPERATIVE PROGRESS

Union home minister Amit Shah
To gth

our

we need to focus on stmnqthonmg primary

and cooperative dairies

® INDO-CHINA DIPLOMACY
75 YEARS ON, CREDIBILITY OF CHINA'S ASSURANCES REMAINS BIGGEST VARIABLE IN BILATERALTIES

Stand-off to cautious optimism

HARSH V PANT
KALPIT A MANKIKAR

Respectively vice-president for studies and fellow,
China studies, ORF

from diti b d ‘mﬂtmabnnddlattssoldm' i
and tivef g Brands like Balaji and Bikaji haveal

to score over the Pcpleos of the world by being nimble and cost- -com-
petitive, a strategy that Nirma had used quite effectively against HULin
the 1970s.

The thing is, India is not just the world’s most papulaledcountry- itis
also a market that offers the The
$2.4-trillion (2024, Edelweiss Mutual Fund mpoﬂ.)consumm'marketmn
be sliced by many cuts depending on what a brand offers and at what
price; it is a rare market where international shampoos sell millions of
sachets, and where home-grown apparel brands command a premium.
And Indians are hungry for good quality food — Statista estimates the
revenue in the food market at $888 billion in 2025,and expectsit togrow
at a compound annual growth rate of 6. 66% (2025 30) ’!'here lsn t
anotherinter diram’sinth -
ket though many’ have tried toadd indigenous flavours towestern foods.
Haldiram’s spells comfort and familiarity,and a cultural grounding that
global formats often struggle to replicate.

Indeed, no multinational muscle can flex like this — from shelf space
in international supermarkets to modern mithai cafes in Indian malls,
Haldiram’s has built a presence across formats without losing brand
coherence. It mixes nostalgia with a slick, modern vibe, owning the table
with a range that sings to every palate. Its restaurants serve everything
from north Indian chhole bhature to the south staple dosa and vada, not
to mention the ubiquitous French fries, made a household basic by
McDonald’s. On top if this, it added ready-to-eat foods for an emerging
class of consumers across India and in some other countries too. It is
hugely popular at home and among the Indian diaspora abroad because
it understood the consumer, priced its pmducts atapoint that made it
affordable foralarge chunkand aspi I for many d ensured
that even as its range and distribution grew quality did not drop. There
maybeasegment that will sneer at theidea of a Haldiram’s chocolate, but
there will also be twice that number who love it.

Itcanbe hani to establish abrand’s value m its audience,and when
deep-pock are g to swampiit,a
bold move is almost always necessary,'l'tmasek IHC, and Alpha Wave
moved in just in time — backing a brand that is IPO-ready and also
ready toexpand its global footprint. Obviously not every brand gets to
be cool; Haldiram’s is proof it’s not very difficult to achieve success
without chasing cool.

Don't sell out British kids
as tariff bargaining chip

WILL " sell out the safety of UK teens ina deal to mit-
igate Donald 1‘mmp's tariff apocalypse?

That'sth . *group kingasthe UK along yoth
country, dial down its newaggressive
tariff undavenafuu salzmdgwax

Saddledwith*only” the Britai lighterthan many,

Indudlng its recent partners in the Eumpean Union, which must now cough up
Butit'sstillabout to take a —the UKecon-

omy s, exposed toa general global dovmmrmand will feel the pinch of
the additional US tariffs on its car and steel sectors. More concerning, Britain's

finances are in such a dire state that the Office for Budget Responsibility has

warned the wafer thin headroom Chancellor Rachel Reeves set aside to avoid

g her fiscal rules will be bl of the water by Trump’s tariffs.

In response, Starmer’s government is continuing the keep calm and carry on

playbook it adopted on Trump's return to office. There will be no angry invective
or swift retaliation along the lines of that seen in capitals from Ottawa to Can-

hasbeen
inthe 1962 war,btnmpneﬂm!heline
of Actual Control (LAC) remained largely

has suggested that restoring ties wu a
uch

claims remain in the South China Sea.

versive activities, excoriating Chinaasa
“foreign hostile force”. Taiwanese Presi-
dent Lai Ching-te publicly called out the
threat posed to the island’s sovereignty,
Beijing’s renewed efforts to infiltrate its
defence forces,and an agenda to erode
national identity. Beijing responded by
ordering *Strait Thunder 2025A", firing
rockets into the straits from Fujian. This
indicates that dealing with Taiwan, the
mlllnry, and the economy may be

peaceful. Prime Minister RajivGandhi’'s = work in progress, u '3 light of US-Chi s g Xi's bandwidth,

g C P it mak to build bridges withthe = Amid such pumng issues, it suits China
leader Deng Xiaoping in 1988 paved the xhlpwas inadeep fmuedurlng the hu Anocmlon of Southeast Asian Nations, to send smoke signals to India of seeking
way fora new approach. The Rajiv-Deng  five years, in a clear Malaysia holdsthe chair. | tomakeamends.

accord in effect meant that future gener-
ations would resalve the border row, but
both nations would build trade and peo-
ple-to-people ties. The thawled to the bor-
der pacts of the 1990s that many in the

tarystand-off that began in 2020. Earlier

this month, Misri attended an afﬁdal

function held by the Chinese

mark the 75th anniversary. During d\e
ince 2020,

S Tkl Al atal had

Mrdayshn PM Anwar Ibrahim is counted
as Beijing's friend, given that he visited
China thrice since assuming office in
2022.Third, the notion of*reverse-Nixon™
gaining traction in the West could have

The Chlnese leadership has Iald

pursuing oooperazlan in various ﬂelds
while “properly handling the boundary
question” This s essentially harking back

Indian leadership wishfully saw as an atively usit d the outreach to neighbours. to the Rajiv-Deng compact. Unless China
effective guarantee of peace. showed up at the event. These develop- Until recently, theWesternallianceunder | agrees to find a lasting solution to the
This calmwas shattered by theclashes ments indicate an earnest by Joe Biden's iming to structural issue — the LAC — its intent to
in June 2020 at Galwan that led tothe ~ Indiatonormalise relations defeat Moscow, and had | seek rapprochement will always be sus-
deaths of Indian and Chinese troops. amid cautious optimism, China's bid to tried to make Russian Pres- pect. In a recent interview to a Chinese
China’s bid lo Ithough Misri acknowl- o oty ident Vladmir Putin an media outlet, the Chinese ambassador to
change Qo imp zdgad lhat the path to get China India dangled the blandishments of
ing point b i the status quo now sees the tide turning greater market access and economic
powers. Bilateral ties went into a deep “difficult one”. remains .‘ with President P ion. The did fer
freeze since 2020.But militaryand diplo- The biggest variable in ing to break row playing it downas
ind Chinato this dynamic remains the v hmad wllh Putin,and the bstacl di P Thus,the

agree to. in Octo- ibility of China's assur- Pdm the 7 “elephant-drag
berZDH foﬂnwhgwhk:h PrimeMinister ~ ances.Forthat,weneedto  two Asian powers pmposal to }ointly extnn tango” belies China’s design of brushing
Narendra Modi and Chinese PresidentXi ~ analyse the pressure points ials in Russia. | thedispute aside. The “elephant-dragon
Jinping met in Russia last year. that could be shaping mechiefaf Russia's sover- tango”is nothing byan updated version of

Foreign China's ions to hold out an olive eignwealth fund, Kirill Dmitriev,recently hech of"Ch-India”(th

y )
China lnTanuary to chart the contours of
New Delhi’s cautious up to Bei-

jing. Both sides resolved to dedicate the

branch. First, Donald Tru
trade war has taken tariffs on Chinese
products to nearly 54%, coupled witha

yearto g greater pt diplo-
macy to restore trust and public confi-
dence, which has given the Chinese lead-
ership an opportunity to present an
amiable face. In their ages to India,

in its realty market, and low
consumer confidence. If factory owners
choose to shift units outside China, it
could lead to job losses which may have

President Xi proposed the dragon-ele-
phant tango and his deputy, Premier Li
Qiang, reinforced it bystating that China
is ready to work with India and enhance
strategic mutual trust.

for Xi's hold on power. Sec-
nnd,neling‘savenummuwnd!ufam
a part of its outreach to the periphery, as
Xi embarks on a diplomatic mission to
Hanoi, Phnom Penh, and Kuala Lumpur.
His trip to Vietnam, Cambodia, and

in contrast to a sombre assessment
among the Indian leadership. PM Modi

China has robust trade with South’ns(-

ous rise of China and India) that some in

"
8 P

eration, hadevi

est.Curiously, thi

atime when China is trying to constrict

!heﬂmﬂofclmcalde:umsmhunmh

words
should not beguile New Delhi, since as
recently as in January, India's army chief
cautioned that the situation on the LAC
was ltlble yet sensitive, and there

the
West bla:kmg its access to advanced

how.Lastly,there seem tohavebeen
slnins between the Communist Party of
Chma and the People’s Liberation Army
omclals from the Central MnlnryCam»
mission that oversees the latter. This
apparent discord has surfaced at a time
whenTaiwanh dal sub-

Aslan nations but niggling

“degree of a stand-off".
Lastly, even its metaphor of elephant for
India reeks of condescension. In the last
few years, India has moved away from
the laggard and derisive categorisation
of "Hindu growth rate” to being the
fastest-growing major economy. China
will have to remove its blinkers to see
that India is no longer a land of ele-
phants and snake charmers.

Should we fear this trade war?

The routing and dumping of cheap foreign goods

THE MEDIA, TIADE bodies, indunry
and

impact of tzrltfs, mdpmml dutlel, and
reversal of globallntlon The Ponzi

VISHWAPRASAD ALVA through the US/EU by local traders and corporates
Founder and managing director, Skanray Technologies are a real concern
high inflation, and social unrest ina US and now and media endorsements.
ing. Semicon- they will inﬂlct this wound on us Maost people we know in the industry
ductors, fossil fuels, rare metals, super  through their reciprocal tariff. The so-  wantour PM toget twomore termstoful-
compulm,satelllla. alrplana cri!lcal called*Made in India","Made in the US" butdon't
medical -L or"Madeinthe EU"canbeassembledor ~ want to speak the bitter truth about pol-

scheme of

has come to ludeadmubmy pyra-
mid scheme — real estate, stock market
speculations, or Bitcoin — the bubble

defence technology,food — ;llofth&m
bargaining points where no one can win.
This warwon't last beyond a year. If auto-

traded goods with 35% local content.
This is a real threat, difficult to detect,
mgulate and overcome.

berra, Beijing and aneln. Instead, officials led by Trade Secretary
Reynolds. i h In},

want to make him a deal.
And that's what's worrying parents — specifically those such as members of
the Molly Russell Foundation, set up in the name ofa 14-yearold London girl who
took her life after viewing videos of suicide and self-harm on her phone — who
campaign for greater online protection foryoung people.
Reynolds has dropped hints that the UK could nix a 296 digital services tax
worth around £800 million ($1.04 billion) a year, which
Americans complain hits the US sector hardest. In recent
days, there have been additional reports that the draft
transatlantic trade agreement also includs apledge to

icy gaps. Today most of the media is
vl . 5

« ¥
and function as constructive critics. Our

must burst someday. ig] P us against this, we had
Europe and the US taught and forced  of social turmoil, it may last five years or asked the Indian government to insist  PMmust peop
itil an electis on the country of origin for imported ditionally his friends, nationalistic, self-
kuuh‘s Mikhail Gorbachev and his glas- Is the l.‘)° goods with bill of mate- less,and have the freedom and courageto
took the bait in the 80s Union (EU mdprccal rials filing and declara- speak the truth,
and moved away ism,and tariffa to India’ P.M one day, India, tion for every item in China is our natural partner and
the country is still struggling tocometo 1 don't think so0. Where China, Singapore, which over 50% of the  must be dealt with uniquely to contain
terms with it. It lost control over its econ- India hasbuilt its ecosys- Thailand, the and80%of Perhaps
omy, and ter! and didn't get tem, the competitive 2 the g day, India, China, Sin re, Thailand,
i o i mmapm ooy,  advantage ithasissig.  ThMPpines, Vi labours from the USo  the Philippines,Vietnam, Cambodia,Sri
China,on the otherhand, quickly jumped nificant and can’t be Cambodia, Sri Lanka, the EU. There are coun- lanka, and even Pakistan and
int g itssi quickly. What  and even Pakistan and  tries doing so already. can come togetherto create
ture style. It Jeveraged the US and Europe ifIndiayields toreduc-  Bangladesh can form  Our problem is that of  anAsian union with open bordersand a
tothe limit and isnow payingbackinthe  ing customs duties to an Asian union competence and lack of digital
same coin. finda trade bal i domain atthe  than 500 of the world population and
India, with its mudrprlzed democ- the EU and US? Except pollcymaking levels. 80% of the new global economy. But
racy, i di Many ministers are 141(7 into electoral here should b d

review the Online Safety Act, lhz land

Sy Bigsemsind

tent.That would be a betrayal ofpanznu notjustin the UK
but those around the world who are relying on Britain to

rant fresbie. 1

,agrotech, defence,
and sectors, the rest are

decision- maklng, economic and social
reforms,

tion. Here we are now endlessly debating

ROSA takzaludlnthisalez.
hi he British On
PR'NC the one hand, Starmer himself has vowed to clean upthe
E internet,and is personally invested in tackling the toxicity
8loomberg Kids are daily exposed to, having been mawf} bywatching world is
the Netflixsh his own

On the other, Britain is keen to carve out a role post- Brexit that offers a more
totech ies put off by what they see as the over-
of the P Union, in order to drive the growth the
Labour; guvemmem needs to patcha hole in its finances.
Butwhen it comes to online safety, the Act cannot be the price to pay to wrig-
gleout nf'rrump s urlﬁ'l
Wec: lean upwhat In part that
means active parenting: Delaying phones until children are approaching sec-

sitting in ourtrue

non-aligned deadlock.
Will this tariff war last long? No.The
and

either too small, strong enough or
resilient to bounce back with alterna-
tives.

What is the real fear then? It is the
routing and dumping of cheap foreign

goods lhrough the US/EU by local
While the EU, the

like never before. If the US levies penalty
on Chinese goods, China will ration rare

i 1

US, orJapan isn’t a threat to us, they can
bring cheap government subsidised
goodnnddump (hemin Indh Manyof
theirlocal indt

THE EDITOR

ondary school, reserving social media for older teens and monitoring what they Dark days ahead?
view online. Teachers are beginning to play a part too, with most now insisting
phones are switched off dunngscboul hours. Not satisfied with the chaos and

Butin theab: hy j i Donald Trump
must be forced to Ehy their pan and introduce basic s safe the kids has promised, rather threatened, a
who make them billions — with age verification, the swi m of illegal and second roun& ofthe same, Chma has

dangerous content, adjustments to settings to allow law enforcement to pursue
predators,and more.

Let's hope the brave parents we saw suing to try to force the firms to clean up
their acts are successful. With US politicians largely deaf to the issue, it falls to
Britain to show some mettle. Starmer should do what he knows to be right and
maintain the pressure on Big Tech to keep kids safe.

Regd. Noc DL -21048/03-05. RN\ No.26750/74. Printed

immediately levied a retaliatory tariff
of 34% and in all likelihood, other
nations too will follow suit in different
measures. In this scenario, it is likely to
be the US against the world. Except
for srael, there is no nation siding with

hander Malhotra

the US in this trade war. In a complex
and interconnected world, no nation
can afford to be isolated, however
powerful it may be and the US will
realise this sooner than later. If this
trade war does not sustain and
Trump has to eat humble pie, the US*
pre-eminent position in world affairs
will be in danger from China. This
would be a bitter pill to swallow for
Trump and the US.

—Anthony Henriques, Maharashtra

& terror must be dealt with

politics due to

op policy de
auhehgendofthelrcmeercan't
take risks and lose everything they

firmly. Religion-, race-, and cult-based
nationalism should go.
There is also the old Swadenhl eco-

eamed in their! are nomic with
changed frequently, h the  livingand i lifestyle to
sector,and lack the paxlenuorhumlhty choose from. Noltungun beruled out.

to listen to or identify subject matter
experts. Like their politician bosses, the

Sacrificing this generation for the
good of the next is not a great idea.
Eachis equally important. Whatever

bodies,

officials are at the mercy of industry
and

seek&n& favour in exchange for praise

Anticipating rate cuts

Apropos of "Expect more monetary
easing” (FE, April 5), the market may
expect a rate cut by 25 basis points,
justified by the slowing inflation,
strong rupee, and a moderate growth
recovery. The demand is for the
Monetary Policy Committee to lift the
“neutral” stance and shift towards
being “accommodative". But at this
juncture of global siowdown, with

ensures hapy and equality is the
best option.

tariff turmoil and US growth-inflation
being high, India could keep to the
status quo on repo rate changes and
leave no room for changing the
neutral stance. In the current scenario
ofabundant headline and durable
liquidity, the central bank could
improve monetary policy transmission
rather than repo rate easing.

—NR Nagarajan, Sivakasi
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The world trade disorder

But having been slow to open up its economy, the impact of Trump tariffs for India
will be lower than for some other countries

NIRVIKAR SINGH

US PRESIDENT DONALD Trump clearly be-
lieves in the slogan “Make America Great
Again”, The problems with this vision include
the flaws in hisidea of “greatness”, other (less
noble) goals for which the n is a cover,
and the inhumane and chaotic implemen-
tation of his programme. Compared to at-
tacks on democracy and human rights, the
new tardf policies announced on Apeil 2 may
soem relatively benign, After all, the US, as a
globalleader in economic openness, has reg-
ularly struggled to get other economies to re-
ciprocate fully, Some of the asymmetries in
openness were built into the rules govern-
ing the world trading system, making al-
lowances for the US's dominant economic
position at the end of World War IL The chal-
lenges of global rules for trade inan unequal
world were reflected in the fact that, while
the International Monetary Fund and the
Bank began operating soon after the
end of the war, the World Trade Organisation
(WTO), the third pillar of the post-war global
order, had to wait for five decades.
As other countries recovered from the
war's devastation or achieved developed
country status for the first time, the US has

ket access, This is at the heart of Trump's
clalms of unfairness — the LS no longer dom-
inates the global economy as in 1945 but is
expected tolive with a system that gives the
restof! (hrwoﬂdan advantage in market ac-
cess. As the gl other
countries have developed capabilities in

£ o st ad-

vantage that they previously lacked. In 1950,
tlypmbm‘ had an automobile industry, but

the 1 itwas a global leader, only to be
forced by the US to implement “voluntary”
export restraints,

Changes like this, along with trade open-
ness, have moved manufacturing jobs out of
the US, and to other countries, Economic
growth in those countries has partly come
atthe expense of American workers, and the
US has not done enough to mitigate those
impacts, even though millions of new jobs
inservices were created, The heart of indus-
trial America became the “Rust Belt”, and an
important part of Trump's voter base.

Unfortunately, Tmmp uy!c tarifls are

oing to sob
cl\.\&r l(‘IrM‘n by growth, technology and
trade. The baseline US tariff rate of 10 per
cent, announced on April 2, could poten-
tially raise USD 200 billion, but this will
maostly be paid by US households, as a re-
gressive consumption tax, The impact on
US manufacturing and jobs will be very
small. The Trumgp tariffs are much higher
for countries that have been singled out as
having high trade barriers, In the case of
India, the announcement claimed that
India’s average tariff is 52 per cent, and the
“reciprocal” tariff that will be imposed will
be 26 per cent. However, the formula used
to derive these numbers lacks a proper con-
ceptual foundation, using proportional
deficits and not rates at all, In contrast, on
March 31, the US Trade Representative
(USTR) issued a 400-page report on trade
barriers, country by country, in which
India’s overall average applied tariff rate is

Join FREE Whatsapp Channel hitpi//whatsapp com/channel/0029Van2VRbORGIOKHGoBAOF

PATRICIA MUKHIM

INTHE EARLY hours of Thursday, just before
calling it a day, Lok Sabha discussed the im-
position of President’s Rule in Manipur. It
took less than an hour to ratify the govern-
ment’s decision, Throughout the Budget ses-
xmn (h(‘ state mmd scant attention, To

stated to be 17 per cent and 39 per cent for
agricultural goods.

In any case, the numbers are mainly ag-
gressive starting points for a negotiation
process that will proceed bilaterally, An op-
timistic view might be that the result will be
lower trade barriers overall, as countries
open up market access to American goods
that have up to now been kept out by tariffs
or other trade barriers. Certainly, India has
made a head start on this process of 1
ation, Interestingly, despite over three
decades of economic liberalisation, India has
been reluctant to open up trade, The USTR
report states that India’s tarifls are the high-
est of all major economies. Regarding agri-
cultural goods, protecting its farmers has
been an important political motivation. But
often India has not been particularly rational
in its tarifY policies, and its management of
those policies for the growth of “infant in-
dustries” has been notoriously ineflective,
India has shied away from multilateral free
trade agreements within the WTO frame-
worlcand preferred piecemeal, bilateral ap-
pmathﬂ Somaybe its trade negotiators are

pond to the
ifr .\ppm.xh They must respond mhuuly
since the US is India's top export destination,
But they will now be operating under duress,
ndthe A " b

v
by negotiations with many different coun-
tries and trading blocs. The European Union
and China may be priorities for them, more
than India. Countries like China, due to their

The Trump approach
undermines institutions, and

C R Sasikumar

position, are not
batkinudown imposing retaliatory tariffs
and trade restrictions,

The Trump tariffs increase transaction
costs, and they increase uncertainty, Both
will damage the global economy, something
already r\'ﬂmcd in lhe steep | falls ins :md(

WWW INDIANEXPRESS. COM

WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“By wickding tariffs like a sword against itself, American companies will bear the

brunt of supply chain disruptions.”

= GLOBAL TIMES, CHINA

Living with
debt

Not only are more households taking on debt,
they are also taking on more debt than before.,
This speaks of structural defects in the economy

ISHAN BAKSHI

IN THE PREVIOUS decade, it was tlw twin
balance sheet problem — of

loan. In the second quarter of 2024-25,
nearly three-fifths of customers who have
availed of a personal loan had more than
three live loans. In the case of microfinance,
the share of borrowers availing loans from
four or more lenders was at almost 6 per
cent in September 2024,

Greater indebtedness implies that loan
repayment will account for a bigger por-
tion of household disposable income. And
unless incomes grow rapidly, the burden
of repayment will eat into disposable in-

aged corporate sector and a banking s
tem plagued by bad loans — that was *)om

ing back private investments, The question
now is whether high household debt is

comes,

It is not as if this credit binge went un-
noticed. In Novermber 2023, the RBI intro-
duced various measures — increasing the
rhk weights on banks' rxposun: 1o NBFCs

holding back pe

credit for so

Hnuwhold dchl has lum‘d dramati-  — to slow down credit growth, Ht;wwr.
cally inthe: - s ith vth sl g A sharply —
ing from 36,6 per cent o!(‘DI‘Il)um- 2021 hit hy

1040.2 per cent by December 2023 and fur-

ther to 42,9 per centas of June 2024, To put

this in perspective — it had averaged

around 33 per cent between 201519, This

credit surge, post Covid, has not just been

concentrated in a particular squvrm of the
but has been

in nature, The increase can be seen ln Ihr

tary from India Inc — the central bank has
now reversed its stance partially. The RBI
seems to believe that by lowering the risk
weights on lending, cutting interest rates
and flooding the system with liquidity, it
can spur private consumption. However,
this view is based on the assumption that
the weakness in the economy is largely a

flow of credit

tire income distribution.

Take a look at the numbers, Between
March 26, 2021 and March 22, 2024, per-
sonal loans by the banking sector grew by
75 per cent, Over the same period, retail
credit extended by non-banking finance

o A

grew by 70 per cent, while loans from mi-
crofinance institutions rose by 67 per cent.
In comparison, during this period, house-
hold disposable income grew by 43 per
cent and consumption by 49 per cent,
Had #t not been for this surge indebt, and
if household borrowings over these years
had been in line with past trends, then pri-
vate consumption would have been lower
by around 2 percentage points of GDP or
savings woukd have fallen, This would have
economy.
Put differently, household incomes have
simply not grown at a pace to sustain con-
nand savings at such levels.
In itself, hnrmwlng s nul a bad thing,

markets. | will be reduced,
and some will simply be diverted, with a
messy scramble to adjust throughout vari-
ous supply chains or production networks,
The Trump approach undermines institu-
tions, and it undermines trust, The US may

in some market access and ulnma(ely

Butitisa

more loans are taken for consumption pur-

poses, and not for investment. These con-
p Aen Larmeh

Between March 26, 2021 and March 22,
2024, the unsecured personal loan of
banks (personal loans, credit cards and

some tarifls or
ports but in the least efficient manner pos-
sible. Meanwhile, retaliatory unﬂ\md tradv
Pt will reduce

umer durables) rose by 82 per cent,
while that of NBFCs grew by roughly 130
per cent. Such loans tend to dominate the

f the less well-off —as per the

around the globe, and that will hm- nq.v

itundermines trust. The US
may gain some market access
and ultimately lower some
tariffs or trade barriers on its
exports but in the least
efficient manner possible.
Meanwhile, retaliatory tariffs
and trade disruptions will
reduce economic growth
around the globe, and that
will have negative
consequences for India

India.

ercnhrlcu having been slow to open
up its economy, the impact for India will be
Jower nunkxmmcatrrmunlm&l'prr

tive

RBI, generally those with Jess than Rs 5 lakh
per annum in income, This only indicates
that, post the pandemic. the less well-off
went on a credit binge to suppoet their coe-
sumption, while the more affluent, who

diction has China's short-ts

cut in half by the Trump unlk Dealing with
the Trumgp tarifls adds an important wrinkle,
but only awrinkle, to a possible trade strategy
for India — one which continues to focus on
belateral tradie deals,

also heavily, did so to accumu-
late assets like houses and cars.
But not only are more holds tak-

of policy
Lower rates — perhaps a 50 basis points
cut in this meeting and a 100 basis points
cut over this entire cycle, along with the
casing of the liquidity situation, bringing
down the call rate below the repo rate —
deally help spur But
the question is: Considering current debt
levels and sluggish income growth, towhat
extent can already over-everaged house-
n deby

tion? After all, the existing debt has to be
repaid, And subdued income growth
makes it difficult for households to take on
more debt. More so, when there are already
mmol stress, of some households having
difficulty paying back their loans.

Take NBFCs, Loans that are overdue for
more than 90 days are estimated to be
inching upwards, Delinquencies are in-
creasing in gold loans, and asset concerns
are arising in the personal and consumer
finance segment, and also in the passenger
wehicle and two-wheeler segments, In the
case of MFls, loans that are due for 31-180
days have risen considerably in recent
months, Banks have also been steadily
writing off unsecured retail loans, indicat-
ing a worsening of asset quality,

Moreover, with lenders themsebves be-
coming more cautious, to what extent will
they be comfortable lending to already
overextended households? As of January
25, 2025, the personal loan book of banks
was roughly a third of all credit extended.
It is greater than loans to the services sec-
tor, industry and agriculture individually.
In the case of NBFCs and HFCs, retail loans
are more than half of the entire loan book.

This surge in household debt is a reflec-
tion of the underlying problems in the
economy, Itisa mmcqm-m of \lrumnl
Issues, of inady

ing on debt, they are also taking on more
debt than before, As per the REL 11 per cont
of

vestment and access to foreign know-how
fio i ting into

global pmdm:n- ;;lwmkx

The writer is Professor of Economics,
University of California, Santa Cruz

A continuing abdication

Parliament’s hasty ratification of President’s rule in Manipur is telling

the state, But what about restoring the hun-
dreds of homes of the Kuki-Zo people in the
Imphal valley? And what about the homes
of Medtels in Churachandpur and Moreh that
were razed after May 3, 20237 When an area
Is rolled by ethnic strife, there are victims

h
those who have
neglect of the state in the past two years, lhr
short shrift to Manipur in Parliament wasn't
surprising, In the second week of March, a
spirited outburst by Outer Manipur MP,
Alfred Arthur Kanngam, had drawn atten-
tion to the state’s budget, which had made
no attempty to bridge the imbalance be-
tween the Imphal Valley and the hills — a
major reason for the ethnic strife.
By all accounts, scarcely any wvcm

ment relief is going to the Kuki-inh

on both sides of the divide.

WMI aboul recovering the arms that were
looted by militant outfits in the Imphal
Valley and hills? Of late, there has been some
progress on this front. But a large cache con-
tinues to be in the possession of insurgents.
In the past few weeks, the government
hasoften said that the si

cluding children, who have witnessed the
gruesome violence are mentally scarred
Has the government thought of reachi

the Act East Policy — an initiative which the
people of the North East thought was going

to such people? The psychological umpm
will last longer if we pretend that we have
solutions to the crisis from far off. Governor

‘Ka Bhalla will be kren?y watched in how
he handles these challenges,

Wounds have festered in the state for far
too long. The Meitels, who constitute about
43 per cent of Manipur’s population, live in
only one-tenth of the state’s area, At the
same time, land Is a precious resource for
the hill ¢ The Meiteis cannot

to *normal’, But a lot needs to be done.
Homes will need to be rebuilt. The Kuki-Zos
who fled lhr Imphal Valley left behind im-
portant d such as academic cer-

areas of Kangpokpi and Churachandpur.
May 3 would be three years since the eth-
nic violence broke out. People have not just
lost their homes but their careers and ed-
ucation have been disrupted, The Centre
has made very litte attempt to apply any
healing touch, It hasn't tried to address the
mental trauma of the people forced to live
in reliel camps,

After belatedly imposing President’s
Rule in Manipur on February 16, the Centre
now wants to restore places of worship in

tificates and voter identity cards, They will

buy land in the hills while Kulds and Nagas
can do so in the Valley. This state of affairs is
acarryover from colonial times. But the fail-
ure to resolve the problem in a manner ac-
coptable to all speaks of the short shrift given

them.
But, over time, it appears that the strategic
concern ing China from mo is-
ing the IM:DI?:mt route — \rrmsmﬂm
overtaken the economic imperative,

India's Northeast is encircled by coun-
tries in turmoil — Myanmar to the east and
Bangladesh to the south, The India-
Myanmar-Thailand Trilateral Highway en-
visaged by the Atal Bihari Vupayrrlrd Nm

Is wirt
1,360 km highway connecting Mureh in
Manipur to Mae Sot in Thailand was in-
tended to improve trade relations with

with a personal loan of less
than Rs 50,000 had an overdue persona

dued income zmwm The policy response
should be appropriately crafted,

ishan bakshidexpressindic.com
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

TRUMP'S TARIFFS

THIS REFERS TO the editortal, ‘After the
taniity' (IE, April 4). The recent increase in
tariffs on certain goods by the Trump ad-
ministration has cast a shadow due to
concems over its detrimental impact on
many economies, Although India has
been spared the full beunt of this impe-
rlous move — thanks to a degree of le-
niency from the Trump admunistration
~ ltwill inevitably affect India's trade re-
lations with the US and other countries,
significantly curtalling its export poten-
tial. India should recalibrate its export-

have been passed without full partic-
ipation from MPs, the debate on the
Wagf Bill saw meaningful engagement
from all political parties. While the
trust deficit between the BJP and the
existing Muslim leadership may con-
tinue, it remains to be seen how the
Muslim community perceives the gov-
ernment’s intentions. Furthermore,
Justas the BJP's lack of a single Muslim
MPis regrettable, the Mustim commu-
nity itself lacks a national leader of
stature who can effectively advocate
for and safeguard its interests, If the
spirit of inclusive participation that
od d his cob

lenges and adopt adlplamalk approach
to negotiations with the US.
Ravi Mathur, Noida

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘After the
Tarifs” (B, 4 April). i global keackers stay
composed, the spectre of American tar-
mxw\bednptllcdnr first

in 'ut;m lrxlnl;;rve discussions, itwill
be avaluable and significant outcome

of the Bill,
Y G Chouksey, Pune

THIS REFERS TO the article, The law as
correction’ (1E, 4 April). Tthl)Aguv

be to abandon the mindset that the US
isthe axis of the world, By panicking, we
are merely reinforcing the illusion that
Americans are primus inter pares. Today,

ernment has

well-established pnmvln .mdrvrn
the Constitution — with the Wagf Bill
This constitutes an unwarranted inter-
ference in the administration of a reli-

Southeast Asia. The Kaladan mulu mudal the world s far t and  glous y in the country, particu-

transit point by Trumps  larly by restricting the right to donate

then to Sittwe in the Rakhlnc Suu- o( erratic policies and coercive tactics. The  property as Wagf solely to individuals
M

need these d lives.
Most importantly, their confidence in the
state's ability to protect them will need to
be restored. It is the same with the Meiteis
who had to flee from the hills. The Kuki-Zo
people seem to have no faith in Manipur

to the North after
Prime Minister Nmndu Modi has often

too, hasn't been completed.
Internal connectivity within the Northeast

spokenof th

- mv cight lmnu of Coddﬂn Lakshmi. Yet,
it's a mystery why he has chosen to stay
m:y from M.mlpur Inlhcpm twoyears. In

Police — a majority of police are
Meitei. At the same time, the Assam Rifles
Is seen as partisan to the tribal communi-
ties. It's clear that the government will need
to bridge the trust deficit. Many people, in-

fact, he visited as late as
February 24. Why does PM Modi need the
Opposition's criticism to spur him to speak
onavital part of the Ashtalakshmi?

The coinage, Ashtalakshmi, was part of

has imp to an extent, Even then, at
times, travelling from one state to another
takes much longer than flying to other parts
of the country,

And yet, another Parliament session has
gone by without a meaningful discussion on
the difficulties of the region's people.

The writer is editor, Shillong Times

maost effective response is to strengthen
trade among all nations,
Manish Mishra, [hopal

RELIGION AND STATE

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Not
about Waqf' (1E, 4 April). Unlike in re-
cent times, when controversial Bills

who have practised Islam for at least
five years, The new amendment also
mandates the inclusion of non-
Muslims in Wagqf boards on the ques-
tionable premise that it would enhance
efficiency. It remains to be seen
whether this resolves more disputes
than it might potentially create.

§§ Paul, Nadia
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Modi’s hard talk with Yunus
on minorities, China needed

Il was a stern Narendra Modi that Wﬁh n:n into at the Bimstec

NOT ATRAILER...
T WAS A FULL-LENGTH MOVIE

AFTER THE CONTROVERVIAL
Scened were cuT

summit. This was bound to be as the country ‘geted the minorities

at a time of turmoll is also being pushed tntothenrhn of China's

litical influence. While that may havz been an expected outcome
India stepped in to give the fleeing Sheikh Hasina asylum, the steep dive that
has come about in the nelghbouring country under the interim rule of chief

iser Muhammad Yunus is a cause for worry in the subcontinent.

In telling Mr Yunus off regarding the treatment that lha minorities
received when student protests snowballed into & movement which was
helped along by external forces eager to thrust a regime chnnpe in

"Tur{qnm was only speaking the stark truth. Also, t terim
of government may have n overstep) his brief in deahng with
foreign affairs in a major way on his visit to to meet Chinese presi-

mﬂmmmmmﬁmlmmuﬂun«x L
nises that even as Mr Yunus is leading his nation ln!of\mhs disorder witl
the garment industry that was propping up the economy floundering and law
and order yet to stabilise to allow normal ﬂnlcnomng of business and
ustry, It was in interest to be
, India mmxndn! about where it is hudul Given the
experience of countries ln the China
eastern front too now nrhl(, Mr Yunus may not be doing his country a
favour by steering it firmly into China’s sphere of
and It recognises that [V Y

Mr Modi's comment about the need to avoid
leading his nation  rhetoric that could vitiate the environment, was a
into further disorder definitive reference to Mr Yunus' reference to the
landlocked Chicken’'s Neck region that is the
umbilical cord to the northeast. For a person
accused at vouring cronies is
Industry that Was ,c,..0q ot home of favouring cronies from his old
propping up the nhysumlcmﬂnnn:ehnnnrmdwhullhold!xg
a strictly position as virtual head
government, it was imj mprudent to air his views on = =
mtqicmmmma\mﬂrlctl India’s business & Shikha Mukerjee
‘True, Bangladesh has issues wi mlndhregmdlmmemuumnhmho{ -
Shelkh Hasina, her statements on social msdia that the regime there consid-
deaths of the India border and the pending

water s)mrme agreement, But such issues can be addressed
mn a legmnme government is in place after elections are
of how to lel the people choose a democratic ywernmsnl
mny pan out, India must keep seeking a way to restore ties while addnnlng
the trust deficit that has built up since the events that took place leading
Sheikh H.m'u ‘s ouster, India was not being gracious, just d lmmm: m
entertaining the gladesh request to a bilat meet

LETT

EUROPE RISING

Short-sighted politics has
unintended consequences

‘was bullt, layer upon layer
umh)nr. m! are the
fc ing:

While protests against
Donald Trump are occurring
across the United States, he
has not condemned Russia"s
missile strike on Kryvyi Rih,
the hometown of Volodymyr
Zelenskyy. Meanwhile,
European leaders spear-
headed by Emmanuel

actugl  Macron and Kelr Starmer are
working to finalise a coordi-
nated strategy to help
Zelenskyy after he was mar-
ginalised by Trump regard-

hlg revealed themselves  have been under

he p:Nl:: dis-
Tighteous insensi-
e ation by tive and ngtmcmhhla as [pressure

were recruited,
un cM lndden in the

interim head. It stands to reason to keep talking is to keep avenues open. the parties reliable alternatives to
Mr Yunus may have been attem, to get so out of the meeting he agpoud to  Mamata lhne:Ilee'l Bov- mmdpulll imag-  Ing the potential deploy-
wugh! with Prime Minister Modi, including asking that Sheikh Hasina Mamata rjee’s gov-  ernment, with all its flaws  Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee ination and inability o  mant of a multinational
from making statements seen to disrupt harmony in her country. But ernment in West Bengal, and tarnished record. Fail-  era. adapt to evolving situa- : f
the hcl that Mr Yunus acknowledged India's role in freeing them from all of whom revelled in tri-  ure to have a corrective  West Bengal's political tions is why the Opposition  Peacekeeping force to

crisis s a product of the  in India is like music on a
loop every time a crisis

Ukraine. This force would

Pakistan’s cruel mgm-e may have emphnhad that the point of no return has
not been reached in serve both as primary line of

fa-Bangladesh t! Supreme Court ruled that

all 25,753 teachers and staff of the scam & country where unem- occurs, That is as true of
recruited by the West thatthe Opy is capa- : the parties in Oppesitionin ~ defense for them and as a
Be government  ble of functioning ss an mm‘mnme- and fall West Bengal as itis true of  pyotantial “reassurance

Saffron ‘sharks’ eye Church land?

RSS turning its attention to the wealth owned by the Catholic church
in Indla does not a
hectares it propounds but nlm with the constitutional rights religious
denomina unmmjoa in this country and, with the saffron cam,
outreach efforts witl ans, the

ted Union mment Parliament to enact a law which nonu;hl to
end the Muslim community’s control over ge rties could
ulation that parivar plan is to pit the minority cnmmumnm as

a%mmupuxdmdmdﬂndmlennugy

r an article in RSS mouth Organiser, since withdrawn, the
lcmuldlmulbwlu\mmheunrudhndwhkhwklanm

henhmnllparemtnfdncoumrylumllnndlmnl:nmcmrehmn‘ull

those in the medical and edu-

through an examination to
assess eligibllity must be  ernment” as it is di
sacked, has shocked and In tish

voters, Notall of  tary system, implies that
jon

them are committed to the  Oppositi

elther or  absolutely no interest and
the Trinamul Congress Wants no responsibility for
she up mess that
of is of mata Banerjee's

the upset voter Is the eligi- mnlm%u allege.
E:llwgeb\sl ‘ hl- le?n”ly e “hat

as the ve g prospect,

n left the ition  doesn't
verdict sacking all recruit-  have a detalled better gov-
ed ernance map to offer vot

teachers. Had the
ition been a little less  ers, which includes rectifi-
and shortsight-  cation of the so-called “sys-

ed, it would have taken pre-  tem” and the )

wages in an economy u\ag‘lnlum pmmunno

ment at the Centre md the

pame- in ition in
other states. result sa

pnlmcl of lﬂa it or h\!

giving the

averse lndhn vmr wsry

ments when voters have
taken the plmﬁi as ln
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What were
your conversations with the Punjab
Kings owners like, before you took

this role up?

The owners have been terrific from the
start. We did hours and hours of preparation
leading up to the auction, spent three or four
daysin Riyadh, and had two good days at the
auction table, Everything I've asked for
around the team, including training camps
and management people, has happened. We
brought in a new bowling coach, James
Hopes, who worked with me in Delhi for a
long time. | made it dlear to the owners and
they made it clear to me too, that this is my
team, and we will run it the way | want, in
conjunction with the owners’ inputs. At the
end of the day, it is their team, but as far as
cricket goes, | wanted it to be my team. I'm
responsible for the wins and losses.
Everyone’s buying into it and the players
have been terrific. Shreyas lyer has added a
lot with his experience and leadership
qualities, which was important for me,

Sriram Veera: If you were a captain, how
a

is being done with the

football manager style

weseenow? — ONBUILDING THE TEAM
| may have made it -

sound like the whole

team is all about me. It's THE OWNERS HAVE BEEN

ceranly ot fmehehead TERRIFIC FROM THE START

coachand responsible for ‘

whl:sand losses, l::n once WEDID HOURS OF

the game starts, the team

is handed over to the cap- FREPARATIGI LEADINGTO

tain. The coach can then THEAUCTION...

doveryite wasprety  EVERYTHING'VEASKED

clear with what we did at

the auction by bringing FWARMDT}ETEAM.

Shreyas to this franchise, INCLUDING TRAINING

owers hat we wanted CAMPS ANDMANAGEMENT

owners that we wanted

the best possible Indian  PEOPLE, HAS HAPPENED

captain. We got our man,

He's been terrific around pu—

the

And | don't think a

cricket team coach has the same impact asa
football team manager. I like to share my
thoughts and ideas with the captain and a
few senior players. We don't necessarily in-
clude everyone in all tactical decisions, but
the relationship between the captain and the
coach must be as strong as possible, That's
why | went for Shreyas in the auction. I've
worked with him for a long time in Delhi.
He's one of the great players and great peo-
ple I've worked with and is an IPL-winning
captain, We have a terrific relationship, re-
specting each other’s roles.

Sriram Veera: With inexperienced
mhlmumnhmtm

football manager way — with more

frequent inputs even after the toss?
Absolutely not. It's rare that an on-field

capmmbesn‘(m-kdmhwnlhcdum

Y

inlPL:
nldolluLEvtﬂmmuﬁmymt there was
a lot of advice going to Shreyas, and he was
asking questions about what the game
needed. A prime example is how we used
our impact player in the first game with
Vyshak (Vijaykumar)coming inas late as he
did. There was a lot of tactical planning
bthlnd that. We had three guys ready: two
lers and Vyshak. We the
right time to bring our impact player into
play. It depended on what Gujarat Titans
were doing as well, We kept an eye on their
dugput, waiting to see if they'd use Sherfane)
Rutherford or Glenn Phillips as their impact
player. Once they made their choice, it was
clear to us which way we should go. Even
with timeouts in the IPL, you have a chance
totalk to your captain or senior players.

Sriram Veera: Kagiso Rabada said we
might as well name the sport batting
instead of cricket if there is no balance
between bat and ball. What are the

nges you
tobalance it?

I think a lot of it comes down to the ap-
proach of the batters. The impact player has

in how batsmen
awmam their innings. We have high-qual-
ity all-rounders in our starting 11, which was
by design in the auction. The batsmen can go
from the first ball to the end of the 20th over
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RICKY PONTING
FORMER AUSTRALIAN CRICKET CAPTAIN

WHY RICKY PONTING
During his playing days, Ricky Ponting was one of the most feared batters and captained a hugely successful
Australian side, leading the nation to two World Cup titles (2003 and 2007). Since retiring, he has coached

Mumbai Indians and Delhi Capitals in the IPL, alongside his stints as a broadcaster, with a keen eye for analysis.
InIPL 2025, Ponting has a new challenge: coaching Punjab Kingsin a bid to end their long drought for the title

iustration: Suvajit Dey

honi may be the only one
L who doesn’t seek

advice from the dugout

Former Australia captain Ricky Ponting has taken up a new coaching gig in the IPL with Punjab Kings. He
discusses working with Shreyas Iyer, building a squad from the ground up, and the state of the global
game. The session was moderated by Vinayakk Mohanarangan, Senior Assistant Editor, The Indian Express

made the best 50-over players what they
were, maybe some of that has gone.
Thinkof the best 50-over players now. it is
Virat, Smith, Williamson and Root. They are
not lhc out-and-out power players, lhq are

pick up a lot of twos without the excessive
amount of sixes alot of other players hit. Some
ofthe skills needed to manipulate fields against
spin bowding have gone out of the window.

Mmmu;dmuthpmn.y
form as per a World Cricketers’

Does this worry you?
= N

I you surveyed just Australians, Englishmen,
Indians, South Africans and Kiwis, [ think the
percentage would likely be higher than 49, 1t
would be interesting to see what lhc survey
says about the 50-over game as well
Yes, I'm worried about Test cnckc( s
health. The World Test Championship has
added context to every Test match. 'm not a
fan of the two-tier system that [ have been
hearing about. Test cricket will remain rea-
sonably strong. But the big-
gerwarry | have always had

ONDIFFERENT FORMATS i how the 50-over game i
. goingtofitin, in 10 years.
PRSI o
WITH THE INTERNATIONAL  evelop s verat
GAME IWANTTOSEE | Ju tecae | ey
TEST CRICKET PROSPER. fielder is all‘abmugatnfudc.
ANDONE-DAY CRICKET 1 you wani tobe  good
IMPROVE. | THINK THERE'S ~ und cioe,anyone can be.
STILLAPLACEFORALL ~Asabutsman, you spend
THESECOMPETITIONSTO 1 oyt
SURVIVE AND PROSPER  joy it more. I tried to be a
good fielder to impact
-— . games and help my team,

I've seen stats since retiring
and know I have one of the highest catches
in Test cricket history. | also have many di-
rect-hit runouts because [ wanted to impact
the game for my team. Anytime | trained
with the Australian team, I'd practise with
the best fielders like Mark Waugh, Greg
Blewett and trained until | was better than
them. I'd stay till | hit the stumps more of-
ten, took more catches.

Mihir Vasavda: Would the future
of T20 cricket be four Grand
Slam-like tournaments?

[ hably too much of
with khc international game. | want to see
Test cricket prosper, and one-day cricket im-
prove. | think there's still a place for all these
competitions to survive and prosper. But at
some point, cannibalisation will happen. We
can't expect every cricket game, whether a
Test match, one-day international or T20, to
be at its optimum all the time. | feel for one-
day cricket because it's generally played
around T20 tournaments, Fans want to
watch T20s more than the one-day game
now, so the one-day game suffers, But when
we've seen bigger events, like the 50-over
World Cupin india, it was an incredible spec-
tacle. | don't want to see that go away, Isitin-
evitable? Maybe it is, but I'm holding on, hop-
ing it doesn't go that way.

Lalith Kalidas: How has the idea of an
ideal you

There's less focus on just numbers for
players, Numbers tell part of the story, but
our auction strategy this year was different.
We had more spots to fill, building from the
ground up with the best experienced Indian
players. | watched many videos of young
players, What ook for is ball-striking talent,
like Arya He's anout-and-out clean
ball striker. Technically, he looks a bit un-
orthodox, but | guarantee he's going to make
aserious mark on this IPL Suryansh (Shedge)
is another standout talent. His numbers for
Mumbai at the end of the domestic season
were outstanding. Since joining us, his ball
striking has been elite, as expected. Mumbai
Indians have someone like Bevon Jacobs, an
unknown player with an X-factor due to his
sheer ball striking. And then everyone is ex-
ploring different bowling actions and mys-
tery spin. These aspects have evolved over

without much concemn about being left short — that come about? with freedom. I've had conversations with  things, | am sure you can finish off your ca-  can't imagine players like you, Kevin the last 15 years. Our scouts did a terrific job
of quality batting. It all comes down to how you prepare. if  younger Indi weeks.  reer on a strong note.” That's all 1 said. He  F d finding th

The change is partly in batting skill.  you'rewell-prepared, there's noreasonthat - [have told them, You let me know how you  went away and did that and guess what?  being so tied down. Do you think Itdoesn't take Jong for me to assess the qual-
Spt‘alnngasabanmm it has undoubtedly  youshouldn't beconfident. Agreatexample  want to be coached and the preparation ' When Iwas at the end of my career, [ got the  batsmen's skills are deteriorating ity of bowling, batting and ball striking.

become harder for bowlers. Batting skillhas  of that right now is Shreyas. You saw him  youwant and Il make sure it getsdoneevery  same message back from him, He was the spinners?
evolved more than bowting over the last 18 walk out to bat the other day, he walkedout  single day.' first on the phone and made me aware of the The rhythm and tempo of one-day bat-  Devendra Pandey: Dhoni batting at
years of IPL cricket. How many guys bowl  with a certain amount of swagger about him things | had said to him. ting is not like it used to be because of how  No 9. if ‘were the CSK coach, would
consistently good yorkers like Bumrah or  because he's confident. He knows if he does  Sandeep Dwivedi: You once advised I have been on record about Virat tosay: — much T20 cricket is being played. Inthe 50-  youask to bat higher? And do you
like Malinga used to deliver? There aren't  his little things right, then he can't fail. That's to retire, “You can't write off quality players. They're  over game now, teams. ithke ever
many of those bowlers around, so what's  the thing | always tell the players: if you pre- h How [ ions for a reason and always finda  alonger T20 game. And England is the best Weil, his keeping is not getting any worse,
stopping them from executing four to five  pare aswell as and if you g and neis up, d. Different last  example. They have no idea how to put to-  that's for sure; he's not missing many stand-
yorkers inan over? We especially in India muple of years, Virat ing up to the stumps
saw what Vyshak did right now with has been able to do that against the spinners, as
the other night with a ONCRICKETAS A BATSMAN'S GAME debates aboutVirat  when he s getting in a ONHOW IDEAL AUCTION PICKS HAVE CHANGED good asever. Look, you
slightly different tactic — MHM&ML halc,lur iu:lg}rqual- _— are not going to argue
: Sharma after t ity player and ma i

Vb the wide Stuf®  YES, THE GAME FAVOURS BATSMENNOWBECAUSEOF THEIMPACT  Avceraiosenens  hotit s biineone.  THERE'SLESSFOCUS ON JUST NUMBERS FOR PLAYERS. NUMBERS 3 ythine CSkeer
whocando that con-  RULE. HOWEVER, WE USED THE IMPACT RULE TO OUR ADVANTAGE Regarding Dravid.t  Testcricketshething - TELL PART OF THESTORY, BUT OUR AUCTION STRATEGY THIS YEAR  most successful teams
sitenty? Thelensthofl  \yiTH ABOWLER WHOHAD THE RIGHT SKILLS FORTHE SITUATION. THE Y 2screpasainstus. - that s becoming o DIFFERENT. WE HAD MORE SPOTS TOFILL, BUILDINGFROM [, ™, istor. They
changed agoodyorker — EVOLUTION OF BOWLERS STILL NEEDS TOHAPPENANDIMPROVE  battling and there was  now Rohit has madeic  THEGROUND UP WITH THE BEST EXPERIENCED INDIAN PLAYERS  coaching for a long

is still a good yorker.

Yet, we're seeing that

skill dying off a little

bit. Yes, the game favours batsmen now be-
cause of the impact rule. However, we used
the impact rule to our advantage with a
bowler who had the right skills for the situ-
ation, The evolution of bowlers still needs to
happen and improve.

Sandeep Dwivedi: One thing

:l:ylummmhhghme -
confidence that you carry, how did

stick to your game plan, you can’t fail. Yes,
you might malke a mistake, but you've done
everything you can to make an impact on the
game. | worked as hard as anyone, through
my career, on my batting and fielding, to get
myself ready to go.
Itis more so in the T20 game; coaches and
players always talk about playing with free-
dom. You can't play with freedom unless
your preparation is right. If you're not confi-
dent and have doubts, it's impossible to play

a lot of media talk, and

it was all wearing him

down. Rabwul and | have
always got along really well, We were fierce
competitors, both No.3 batters for our coun-
tries for a long time. For players like that,
the class and quality don't leave. It some-
times gets buried under a lot of other stuff,
and certain people can't find their way out
af those holes. [ just had a chat with him and
said, Look, forget about all thr external stuff,

clear he’s  going

nowhere inthe 50-over

game, Virat is the best

white-ball player ever. | will never write

those guys off. Whether or not 1 am going to

send them the same message | sent Rahul

Dravid, at the start of an IPL, is a different

question, but I love those guys when they
jonal cricket, they

play
can play for years to come,

believein I,

In the Ch Trophy,

that have made you a ! Ifyoulo—
cus on that and not worry about the little

gether a batting innings in 50-over cricket.
They were dreadful in the 50-over World Cup,
they were dreadful in the Champions Trophy.
As s00n as the spinners come on now, you
think you have to take them for 20 runs in an
over and in the right conditions, you can't do
it. You have to find a way to score 80-90-100
runs per hundred balls without taking too

time and generally

make the right deci-

sions, With the impact
player rule now, Dhoni bats after other seri-
ous ball strikers within their own right. He's
played a slightly diminished role in the last
couple of years, just coming in for the last 10-
12 balls for a big impact. Dhoni is still dan-
gerous in the IPL. Will he play forever? It
might just depend on how this season goes.
If e can have a real impact with the bat, he

may big risks and Maybe some
of that skill with strike rotation, hitting gaps,

batsmen. The pil

T ickets... the stuff that

If hi i drops,
he might consider retiring. He's been a ter-
rific player for a long time.

=i |

| -
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NEWS IN NUMBERS
The share of faculty
posts vacant in
AIIMS-Delhi

query under the RT1 Act, the

3 administrative officer of the

faculty cell of AlMS-Delhi sald 430 faculty
seats were vacant at the institute against a
sanctioned strength of 1,235, There were
no recrultments for regular faculty posts in
2020, 2023, 2024.

In per cent. Responding to a

The share of bank
accounts owned by

THE®@mHINDU

Claimed number of

Days for which BJP is

Number of people

new BJP members in

protesting against

killed due to Israeli

women in India

In per cent. According
to the latest edition of
“Women and Men in

India 2024: Selected Indicators and Data”
released by the Ministry of Statistics and
Programme Implementation, women own
39.2% of bank accounts. The prop is

Maharashtra

crore. At least 1.51 crore
l l people took primary

membership of the
Bharatlya Janata Party (BJP) in
Maharashtra during a recent campaign, the

party’s State peesident Chandrashekhar
said. Mr. was

even higher at 42.2% in rural areas. en

addressing party workers at a function. en

price rise, reservation

The Karnataka BJP will launch
16 @ 16-day movement against

price rise and 4% reservation
for Muslims in government contracts. The
first phase of the Jonaakrosho Yotra will
cover Mysuru, Mandya, Hassan, Kodagu,
Mangaluru, Udupi, Chikkamagaluru,
Shivamogga and Uttara Kannada. »n

strikes on Gaz:

Zd

Israell strikes on the Gaza Strip
l killed at least 15 people,

Including 10 women and
children, overnight and Into Sunday,
according to local health officials. The
latest strikes hit a tent and a house in the
southern city of Khan Younls, we

COMPILED BY THE MINDU DATA TEAM

Can the U.S. President serve a third term?

Follow us 0 facebook.com/thehindu o twitter.com/the_hindu O instagram.com/the_hindu

What does 22nd Amendment to the US. Constitution state? How is US. President Donald Trump trying to circumvent the 22nd Amendment and serve one more
term as President? Are there circumstances through which the US. Speaker could become US. President? What are the rules in other nations?

EXPLAINER

Kartikey Singh
The story so far:
n March 30, the 78-year-old
U.S. President Donald Trump
said he’s “not joking" about
serving a third term in the
White House. He further claimed that a
legal loophole could make it possible.

Does the U.S. Constitution allow it?
The 22nd Amendment to the U.S,
Constitution, ratified on February 27, 1951,
limits U.S. Presidents to two elected
terms. It was brought in response to
Franklin D. Roosevelt’s unprecedented
“fourterm’ Presidency (1933-1945), which
broke the ‘two-term’ unwritten precedent
set by the nation's first President, George
Washington, who voluntarily declined a
third term in 1796,

81(3) of the 1993 Constitution. To
circumvent this limit, he then became
Prime Minister (2008-2012) as his ally
Dmitry Medvedev took the Presidency
and extended the Presidential term from
four to six years, Returning as President
in 2012 and 2018, Mr. Putin, with a 2020
amendment backed by a loyal Duma and
judiciary, reset his term count, potentially
holding power until 2036.

Tiirkiye's Recep Tayyip Erdogan, Prime
Minister (2003-2044), turned President,
axed term limits via a 2017 referendum,
and reshaped Tiirkiye's system into a
Presidential one. Similarly, China’s Xi
Jinping eliminated the two-term cap in
2018. This change allowed Mr. Xi to rule
indefinitely, cementing his hold over the
party and the State.

Yet, some leaders thrive without
rewriting the rules. In Germany, where
chancellors face no ‘term limits’ but need
‘Padliamentary support’, Angela Merkel
ruled for 16 years. Similarly, Prime

THE GIST

-

The 22nd Amendment to the
U.S. Constitution, ratified on
February 27, 1951, limits U.S.
Presidents to two elected
tems.

-

The 22nd Amendment
prohibits a person from being
“elected” to the Presidency
more than twice but does not
bar “serving” beyond two
tems,

-

Unlike the U.S. Presidential
framework, India's
Pariamentary system imposes
no term limits on its Prime
Minister, as tenure depends on

The Amendment prohibits anyone Ministers in Canada and Britain, unbound ma'u:\g Siak el
from being elected President more than by fixed terms, can lead indefinitely, ..
twice, and if someone has served as sustained by ‘party confidence’.

President for more than two years of
another's term (for example, a Vice Why doesn’t India have term limits?
President who became President due to New rules: A protest against the policies of U.S. President Donald Trump in Califorala, on April 5, ase Unlike the U.S, Presidential framework,
the President’s death or resignation), they | Join FREE Whatsapp Channel hitps://whatsapp.com/channel/0029Van2VRbSRGJOK HeoBAOF India’s Parliamentary system imposes no
can only be elected once. Thus, the office of President shall be eligible to Amendment - is highly unlikely. Under term limits on its Prime Minister, as
effectively, the maximum U.S. Presidential | that of Vice-President of the United Article V, this requires either a two-thirds tenure depends on retaining the Lok
tenure can be 10 years (two years as a States.” Since the 22nd Amendment bars vote in both the House and the Senate or Sabha's confidence (Article 75(3)). This
successar plus two full terms). For Mr. Mr. Trump from another term, he cannot | a ‘constitutional convention’- a process design ensures ‘voter sovereignty’,
Trump, elected in 2016 and 2024, the serve as VP either. never used -~ called for by two-thirds (34) ‘democratic flexibility’, and
22nd Amendment unequivocally bars a While the VP route is blocked, another of State legislatures, followed by ‘parliamentary accountability’, allowing
third term, due to his two elected tenures mcomlcal pz:h exists thqm ratification by three-fourths (38) of the 50 | leaders who sustain public trust to serve
(2017-2021 and 2025-2029), Hess of i lained by Professor States. Given the current U.S. political extended periods. For instance, current
their ‘non-consecutive’ nature. Bruce G. Pcabody in his paper. The 22nd landscape, the likelihood of Mr. Trump Prime Minister Narendra Modi could
Amendment prohibits a person from securing a constitutional amendment, serve 15 years by 2029, However, the
‘What is the ‘VP loophole'? being “elected” to the Presidency more which has not been done in the past 33 system also includes checks like the
Despite the 22nd Amendment’s clarity, than twice but does not bar “serving” years, is virtually non-existent. “no-confidence” motion, which has
Mr. Trump has suggested ways to beyond two terms. In other words, a historically ended tenures - such as those
circumvent it. One idea he proposed twice-elected President could ascend to Which world leaders have extended of V.P. Singh (1990), H.D. Deve Gowda
involves J.D. Vance running for President the Oval Office via the line of succession, their tenure? (1997) and Atal Blhan Vajpayee (1995»
in 2028 with Mr. Trump as Vice President | such as by becoming Speaker of the Leaders all over the world have skilfully regular
(VD). If elected, Mr. Vance would resign, House, who is elected by members of the extended their rule by reshaping dynamics, floor debates, judicial
allowing Trump to assume the House and need not himself be a member | constitutional limits. For instance, oversight, and a free press ensure a robust
Presidency. However, the 12th of Congress, if the President and VP Vladimir Putin, after two terms as Russia’s | democratic balance.
Amendment blocks this strategy, stating: become unavailable. President (2000-2008), hit the Kartikey Singh is a final year student at
“No person constitutionally ineligible to A third pathway - repealing the 22nd ‘consecutive’ twoterm limit under Article | RGNUL, Patiala, Punjab.
Join FREE Telegram Channel https://t.me/+ Bu7senHpQdhlODg1
. the KBR National Park and the Mrugavani
Why were students protesting | c=iat e
hyderabadensis, a unique spider, which is
endemic to the Kancha Gachibowli forest,

over Kancha Gachibowli?

What is the ownership status of the 400-acre land parcel known as Kancha Gachibowli? Why did the

government decide to auction the land? Why were environmentalists worried?

Swathi Vadlamudi

The story so far:
he students of the University of
Hyderabad at Gachibowli have
been protesting ever since the
news of the auction of a
400-acre land parcel known as Kancha
Gachibowli within campus premises
broke. The battle has now reached the
Supreme Court, which has acknowledged
the destruction of greenery and the
existence of wildlife in the area, before
taking it up suo motu. Three PILs have
already been filed in the Telangana High
Court against the auction.

‘Why were there protests?

Students state that the land is part of the

university, a claim which has been

vehemently denied by the government.
The land was part of the 2,324 acres

granted to the University of Hyderabad at

the time of its establishment in 1974, as
part of the six-point formula proposed by
the then Congress government to assuage
rqaunal sentiments stoked by the

of 1969,
the land allocation was not formalised
through title transfer. Subsequently, large
tracts of land, unused by the university,
were taken up by the government for
various purposes including establishing
the Indian Institute of Information
Technology, the Tata Institute of
Fundamental Research, and the Sports
Authority of Andhra Pradesh to name a
few. By 2010, more than 800 acres of land
was taken away in 22 such instances,

What do documents say?

The 400 acres of land which is now under
contflict was part of such diversions in
2004, under the then Telugu Desam Party
(TDP) government. An Mol was signed
with the University of Hyderabad, for the

transfer of 534 acres, in lieu of 396 acres
allocated at another location. The land
formed part of 850 acres all d to IMG

and found nowhere else. The document
also lists at least three reptiles, and 27
bird species which are mentioned in
Schedule-1 of the Wildlife Protection Act,
1972, indicating their vulnerability and
need for highest protection, besides 72
species of tree diversity.

Why did the govt. decide to auction?
The Congress government in the joint
Stale u! Andhn Pradesh under the

of Y. 5. khar Reddy was

Academies Bharata for developing sports
facilities. A sale deed was subsequently
signed, just before Legislative Assembly
elections in which the TDP was routed by
the Congress. After winning the elections,
the then Chief Minister cancelled the land
transfer, leading to a long drawn out legal
battle. The top court dismissed the
Special Leave Petition, allowing the
present government under Chief Minister
A. Revanth Reddy to take up the land.

What are environmentalists
Undisturbed for more than 20 years, the
land has become home to a rich variety of
native flora and fauna. Several migratory
birds also visit the area. A recent
compendium of biodiversity collated from
the campus mentions 233 bird species,
which is higher than the avian numbers in

THE HININ

the first to begin the monetisation ul
government lands through open auctions,
which was decried and denounced by
many concerned citizens and political
parties, However, such auctions have
become the unstated State policy of all
subsequent governments in Telangana,
irrespective of the party in power.

The Congress party, which won the
2023 assembly elections inherited a State
debt of nearly ¥4 lakh crore, which is set
to cross €5 lakh crore by the end of FY
202526. Mr. Reddy's recent admission
that he had no funds for capital
expenditure reflects the true state of State
coffers. The judgment about the
ownership Kancha Gachibowli came just
in time as a respite for the government,
which decided to garner funds for welfare
measures through auctioning the land.

The students of the University
of Hyderabad at Gachibowh
have been protesting ever
since the news of the auction
of a 400-acre land parcel
known as Kancha Gachibowli
within campus premises broke.

-

Students state that the land Is
part of the university, a claim
which has been vehemently
denled by the government.

-

Undisturbed for mare than 20
years, the land has become
home to a rich varlety of native
flora and fauna. Several
migratory birds also visit the
area.
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CAPTCHA: a digital border between
humans and bots

CAPTCHA has char

ad the way websites keej

user accounts safe and their data prot

reCAPTCHA systems we use today, CAPTCHA has made a big difference in online security

lohn Xavier

n the ever-changing world of
Internet technology, keeping users
safe and verifying thelr identities is

important, One of the most
important security systems for this is
CAPTCHA (Completely Automated Public
Turing test to tell Computers and Humany
Apart). It's like a puzzle that is easy for us
to solve but hard for machines,

CAPTCHA was introduced in the early
2000s when the internet was flooded
with automated bots, These bots made
fake accounts, spammed websites, and
stole data. Computer sclentists Luls von
Ahn, Manuel Blum, Nicholas J. Hopper,
and John Langford wanted to create a
system that could tell humans from
machines, even as bots got smarter and
more advanced,

In 2003, von Ahn and his team filed
the first patent for CAPTCHA. Back then,
users had to solve distorted text or

Imagine you're trying to figure out what's
written in a distorted picture. It's tricky
for computers, but it's casy for us. Over
time, CAPTCHA has gotten smarter and
started to Include other challenges to
verify humans, Now, you might have to
plck an image with a specific object in it,
like a car or a traffic Hght. These
challenges are even harder for
computers/bots to solve,

CAPTCHA s based on an idea called
the Turing test. This was proposed by
British mathematiclan Alan Turing back
in the 19505, The idea was to create a test
that could tell if a machine could act like a
human, CAPTCHA does just that by
making sure that tasks are easy for
humans but hard for

advanced vensdons came out, In 2044,
Google introduced ‘Invisible reCAPTCHA,
which used users’ mouse movernents to
tell if they were human. It was designed to
be less g while still ing bot

ected. From simple text-based challenges o the advanced

downsides. As bots get smarter, they can
sometimes trick CAPTCHA. And for
people with disabilities, like those who
are blind, CAPTCHA can be a real

hall Even with audio CAPTCHA, it

attacks, Today, CAPTCHA is still very
important for keeping the internet safe,
but it's part of a bigger set of security
tools,

How does CAPTCHA help keep the
internet safe?
CAPTCHA Is everywhere on the internet,
used in many different places. Businesses
and organisations use CAPTCHA to
protect themselves from bots. Business
websites use CAPTCHA in contact forms,
sections, and I

How has CAPTCHA changed over
i

me?
At first, CAPTCHA mostly used distorted
text to check if a user is a real person. But
as computers got better and bots became

characters that bots struggled o more advanced, CAPTCHA had to adapt.
understand, These challenges often Now, it has a variety of different
involved letters, L or hall to keep us safe,

symbols that were deliberately messed up
so that machines couldn’t parse them but
humans could.

CAPTCHA helps keep websites safe
from automated attacks and makes online
services more user-friendly. The challenge
was simple, but fts impact was huge. It
stopped bots from getting into users'
sensitive data.

How does CAPTCHA work?

CAPTCHA Is a clever way to tell if you're a
real person or a robot, 1t's like a
brainteaser that only humans can solve.

In 2000, & new way to check if you're a
real person called reCAPTCHA came
along. It used words from scanned books
to verify users, This was a new idea as it
not only stopped bots from taking over,
but it uKm helped digitise printed texts,
When you solved a reCAPTCHA
challenge, you were actually helping to
digitise books by l;gltnu out words that
the computer couldn’t recognise, This
idea showed how users coukd come
together to help improve digitisation of
the world's books,

As CAPTCHA got better, more

to stop bots from spamming, This ensures
that only real people can submit forms or
leave comments, Many financial and
ecommerce websites use this verification
technique as an extra layer of security
when users sign up for an account, log in,
or make o purchase. It helps stop
automated bots from stealing credit cards
or their personal data,

Another way to think of CAPTCHA Is
like a secret code that helps keep a user's
accounts safe. It's used when they want to
recover thelr accounts, making sure only
real people can take control, not bots, It's
also used in online surveys and polls,
where bots can sometimes try to trick
websites. CAPTCHA helps make sure the
results are from real people, not bots,

However, even though CAPTCHA is
great, it's not perfect,

What are its limitations?
CAPTCHA is everywhere, but it has some

can be hard for people with hearing
problems.

While CAPTCHA is great at stopping
bots, it does add an extra step to our
Interactions with websites. This extra step
can be annoying, especially on mobile
devices, where completing CAPTCHA can
be a pain and take a long time. Some
CAPTCHA tests can also be really tough,
and make people frustrated, If the
characters are hard to see or the
instructions are unclear, it can be hard for
people to finish the task. This can scare
away people who just want to use the
website.

Moreover, as bots get better, they can
sometimes bypass even the best
CAPTCHA systems. Machine learning
algorithms are getting better at solving
complex CAPTCHA, and many websites
are using even more complicated
verification methods to stay ahead.

What lies ahead?

CAPTCHA has changed the way websites
keep user accounts safe and their data
protected. From simple text-based
challenges to the advanced reCAPTCHA
systems we use today, CAPTCHA has
made i big difference in online security.
But as bots keep getting smarter and
people have different expectations,
CAPTCHA needs to figure out how to be
more accessible and easier to use for
humans, and effective to stay important
in the workd of digital security.
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THE DAILY QUIZ

Please send in your answers to
dallyquiz@thehindu.co.in

A quiz on the famous poet William Wordsworth on his 255th birth anniversary

V.V, Ramanan feature?

.
B QUESTION 4
QUESTION 1 Which denomination of the
Apart from Wardsworth Beitish banknote featured the
and Samuel Taylor famous poet's likeness?
Coleridge, who |s part .~
of the ‘Lake Poets QUESTION 5
trinity? In which language Is the The

~

QUESTION 2

Name Wordsworth's
semi-autoblographical
MAgNUMm opus,
published
posthumously, that
contains 14 books and
traces the ‘growth of a
poet’s mind,

plaintive song?

QUESTION 6

.

[N QUESTION 7
QUESTION 3

In which famous poem
does the line 'The Child
s father of the Man'

‘London, 18027

Solitory Reaper, a poem
published in 1807, singing a

Which celebrated poem came
about after a walking towr
with his sister Dorothy In the
Wye Valley on July 13, 17987

The name of which celebrated
poet, whom Wordsworth
admired, begins the sonnet

LN

Visual question:
Name this national flower of Wales about which Wordsworth wrote one of his most
celebrated poems. WIKIPEDK COMMONS

Questions and Answers to the April 4 edition
of the dally quiz: 1, The construction of the

in 1961 tested the strength of the
alliance between European countries and the
U5 Ans: Berlin Wall
2. One of NATO's more controversial actions was
its bombing of the Federal Republic of X in 1999,
with heavy civilian casualties. Ans: Yugoslavia
3 A specific event In the early 20008, known
popularly as X, caused NATO to invoke Article 5
of Its charter for the first and so far the last time
In its history, Article 5 defines Y. Ans: X = 9/11
attacks; ¥ » casus foederls
4.In 2012, the prime minister of which country
considered Invoking NATO's Article § owing to
spillover of conflict from the Syran cvil war,
Ans: Thrkiye
5. Name the country that, while being a founding
member of NATO, disallows permanent
peacetime bases and nuclear warheads on its
territory. Ans: Denmark
Visual: Identify this Roman historian, Ans:
Sallust
Early Birds: Nobody got all the answers correct

KNOW YOUR ENGL

Stop playing
possum and
do your work!

Lam not on speaking terms with
her ever since that incident where
she lied to me

£ Upendran

What is the meaning of ‘play
possum'? (Ajay Kumar, Bengaluru)
“Possum’ consists of two syllables; the
vowel in the first, sounds like the ‘o’ in
‘pot’, ‘not” and ‘cot’, while the vowel in
the second, is like the ‘a’ in ‘china’, The
word is pronounced ‘PO-sem’ with the
stress on the first syllable. A possum is a
nocturnal animal found mostly in
America. It is slow moving, and whenever
it senses the presence of a predator
nearby, instead of running away, it les
down and pretends to be dead. To ensure
that the predator believes that it is dead,
the possum emits a foul smell. It does all
this in the hope that the predator loses
interest in the foulsmelling carcass, and
Just moves on,

It is not just the possum which plays
possum, even we human beings do so
every now and then. For example, when
someone that you do not ke rings the
doorbell, what do you do? Usually, you
keep quiet, you do not open the door. You
hope that the person goes away. Another
way of playing possum is by pretending to
be asleep, Nowadays, the expression is
used to mean ‘pretending not to
understand’. When you play possum, you
use all kinds of tricks in the hope that
people will leave you alone.

Stop playing possum. We know that
you're a fluent speaker of English.

Is it okay to say, “I'm not on talking
terms with Sneha”? (Satyam Singh)
Everyone in India will understand what it
I8 you are trying to say - chances are, a
native speaker of English will not have a
problem either. But the expression
“talking terms’ is Indian; a native speaker
would say, ‘speaking terms’. When you
say that you are not on speaking terms
with Sneha, you mean you are not on
friendly terms with her. As a result, the
two of you do not talk to each other. The
opposite is ‘be on speaking termy’,

1 have not been on speaking terms with
him for over 20 years now.

How is the word ‘adolescent”
pronounced? (Ankit, Mumbai)

The word has four syllables; the ‘o' and
the final ‘e’ are pronounced like the ‘a’ in
‘china’, The ‘«’ in the first syllable sounds
like the ‘a’ in ‘cat’, “bat’ and "hat', while
the ‘e’ in the third is like the ‘¢’ in ‘set’,
“‘bet’ and ‘get’. The word is pronounced
‘ade-LES-ent’ with the stress on the third
syllable. It comes from the Latin
‘adolescentem’ meaning young man or
worman, Nowadays, the word is mostly
used to refer to the stage between
childhood and adulthood - one's teenage
years are frequently referred to as the
adolescent years/period,

When you use the word to refer to an
adult, what you are suggesting is that the
individual's behaviour is rather immature
~ the person is behaving rather childishly,

upendrankye@gmail.com

Word of the day
Flaxen:

of hakr color; pale yellowish to yellowish brown
Synonym: sandy

Usage: With her floxen hair and green eyes,
she looks exactly lke her mother.

Pronunciation: newsth live/flaxenpro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /ak.son/

For feedback and suggestions for
Text & Context, please write to
letters@thehindu.co.in
with the subject ‘Text & Context’
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West Africa chimps are losing their
ulture, in another human legacy

In new research, scientists reported four dialects that male wild chimpanzees use in the Taf National Park to find mates. But after documenting the chimpanzees'” lives for

more than a generation, the scientists also reported these apes are forgetting’ parts of the dialect thanks to human influences

Madhurima Pattanayak

ulture is what we leamn from
others and pass on to successive
generations by practising it over
and over. Sclentists have found
cultural traditions among humans as well
as animals, the katter in the way they
forage, socialise, use tools, care for
themselves, and mate
Among these traditions, the
characteristic patterns of behaviour that
involve communication are called
dialects.
In new research published in the
Journal Cell, scientists with the Taf
Chimpanzee Project in West Africa

the knuckle-knock, the Sonso
chimpanzees used the object-slap:
moving the arm from the shoulder to skap
an object with an open palm,

Likewise, the Sonso chimpanzees
frequently used leaf-clipping to express
their interest in mating but the Tay
chimpanzees didn't,

Chimpanzees have genetically
inherited certain gestures across
subspecies but individuals have been
known to express only a subset. But
within a closed group, multiple
individuals use the same set of gestures
over time and can even differ from the
gostures used in a neighbouring group.

The Budongo Forest Reserve is about

THE GIST

Cultwral behaviours are crucial

urvival. Wlegal hunting or

geing may nat

illing chumpana
destr

their cultures
ten the

val of the remaining

chimpanz

v

beliew

parated human
nimals. But

earch has revealed cultural

practices in many andmals,

reported four dialects that male wild 4,160 km from the habitat of the Tai Even 0, community-specif
chimpanzees (Pan troglodytes verus) use chimpanzees of Cote d'Ivoire, “We can distects In non-human

in the Taf National Park to find mates to rule out that the different signals used in primates such &

copulate with, each community have a genetic origin, chimpanzees, orangutans, and

Unfortunately, after documenting the
chimpanzees' lives for more than a
generation, the sclentists also reported
these apes are ‘forgetting’ parts of the
dialect thanks to buman influences,

“Cultural behaviours are crucial for
* Catherine Crockford, o scientist
leading the project and researcher at the
Max Planck Institute for Evolutionary
Anthropology, Germany, and 1SC Marc
Jeannerod, France, said

“Hlegal hunting or logging may not
only be killing individual chimpanzees
but also destroying their cultures, which
could threaten the survival of the
remaining chimpanzees.” Chimpanzees
are also poached for use as pets or for
bushmeat

‘Secretly ask females for sex’
Researchers once believed culture
separated humans from other animals.
But in the last seven decades, research
has revealed cultural practices in many
animals, Even so, community-specific
dialects in non-human primates such as
chimpanzees, orangutans, and bonobos
have been rare,

The scientists with the Tai Chimpanzee
Project reported four distinet types of
dialects that male West Africa
chimpanzees used to find mates
heel kick, knuckle knock, leaf-clip, and
branch-shake.

In a heelbkick, the chimpanzees lifted
thelr feet and kicked against a hard
surface to make noise, The knuckle knock
involved repeatedly, but somewhat
quietly, knocking their knuckles against
hard surfaces,

Likewise, in the leaf-clip, chimpanzees
bite a leal and strip it into pleces without
eating it, creating a ripping sound. The
branch-shake is self-explanatory.

“It is amusing to watch how young
subordinate males try to secretly ask

g

A female chimpanzee

ams an adult male in Loango National Park, Gabon, West African chimpanzees

Rl AN RS

are » subspecies found in western Africa, including Cote d'lvolre, Liberla, Guinea-Bissau, and Ghana. Arp
Join FREE Whatsapp Channel https://whatsapp.com/channel 0029Van2VRbO RGO KH 6o B0

females for sex without the dominant
males knowing,” Ms. Crockford said.
“This is the main function of these more
subthe gestures”

The team documented heelkicks
among the North, South, Northeast, and
East chimpanzee communities;
knuckle-knocking in the North
community; and beal-clip and
branch-shake among the North, South,
and Northeast communities,

ast

A dangerous demographic shift
The knuckle knock gesture is restricted to
the Northeast community. It was
previously among adult males of the
North community as well, but since 1999,
it has suffered significant population loss,

The problem became so bad that
between 2004 and 2011, the North group
didn’t have two adult males existing at the
same time. Put another way, any adult
male didn’t have to compete with other
adult males and thus had no use for the
knuckle-knock dialect

Researchers understand that
demography plays a crucial role in
shaping culture and keeping it alive across
generations, A systematic data collection
effort concluded in 2019 that no members
of the North group had used
knuckle-knocking in 20 years

Shgnificant changes in a population, in
this case the near-complete loss of an
entire demographic (adult males), can

Join FREE Telegram Channel https://t.me/+ Bu?senHpQdhlODg1
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Cultures emerge over generatlons
Cultural behaviours — such as the use
of specialised wolkits, nut-cracking
with stone hammens or digdng out
underground bee nests with
dilferentsized sticks - are cructal for
survival

thus have a long lasting impact on the
preservation or loss of cultural traditions,
Restoring them isn't easy. For example,
with the help of ecologists and the Cote
d'voire government, the North group has
had four adult males since 2016 but the
knuckle-knock gesture hasn't reemerged
among them

“While establishing absence Is
challenging, our observations
demonstrate a shiftaway from
knuckle-knock gesture usage,” the
researchers wrote in their paper.

Their own language
To further understand the origins of the
chimpanzees’ culture, the team
compared mating solicitation gestures
involving the use of tools between Tal
chimpanzees and Sonso chimpanzees ut
the Budongo Forest Reserve in Uganda
Whereas theTai chimpanzees preferred

Given they live in a similar forest
environment, we can also rule out
environmental influences on culture,” Ms,
Crockford sald

“This leaves us with the most likely
option: that different signals in
nelghbouring communities arise through
social learning”

Bringing conservation to culture
“Cultures emerge over generations
Cultural behaviours - such as the use of
specialised toolkits, nut-cracking with
stone hammers or digging out
underground bee nests with
different-sized sticks — are crucial for
survival,” Ms. Crockford said.

According to her, the preservation of
animal culture ks a relatively new concept
The International Union for the
Conservation of Nature (IUCN) recently
included it among the metrics it uses o
prepare its ‘Red List of Endangered
Species.” The message seems to be thiat
chimpanzees should be protected as well
as their cultures

But the IUCN's job isn't done. In a
November 2024 paper in Sclence,
researchers reported that the deaths of a
species’ elders are disproportionately
more harmiul than the deaths of other
members.

This is because the elders possess
important cultural knowledge: where to
find the best watering holes in particular
weather, the ways to respond to different
predators, caring for the young when the
parents can't, and so on,

One of the authors of this study wrote
then that the “loss of old individuals is not
yet recognised by the TUCN as a means of
listing threatened species.”

(Madhurima Pattanayak is a freelance
science writer and journalist

based in Kotkata.
madhurima.pattanayak@gmail.com)

WHAT IS 1T?

Hadean protocrust: hot and helli

The Hindu Bureau

The Hadean protocrust is the
name for the earth's crust
its outermost layer — when it
first formed. The 'Hadean’
prefix refers to the planet's
first geologic acon. At this
time, within 200 million years
of its genesis, the earth's
surface was partially molten
and almost constantly
bombarded by rocks from
space. As many volcanoes
also raged, the surface was
very hot and hellish

As parts of the magma
ocean cooled, the first pleces
of the crust began to take
shape. It was still somewhat
flaky, with some parts
sloughing off and new parts
solidifying. The thicker parts
of the crust slowly formed
the first continents, which
moved like plates on the
asthenospheric mantle, a
layer of hot, gooey rock going
400 km down,

The plates soon began
drifting into each other,

sometimes sliding over,
sometimes diving under
Such plate tectonics have left

Arepresentative ilustration of th
protocrus

bonobos have been rare

v

ly concluded In 2019

members of &

knuckle-knocking —  typica
nating behavious in 20 year
This was due to the

of adult
nales n the community

1ear-complete loss

5 It took shape. IMage ¢

A new study by an international team of
researchers led by Macquarie University in
Australia has now called this assumption into
question. The researchers have reported that the
signatures sclentists have associated with plate
tectonics actually existed in the Hadean
protocrust, before the plates began to subduct,
calling an important tenet of geology into
question
The study, which used a combination of
models and lab studies, will have to be validated
by independent research

arth's Hadean

h

ATEO WITH CHATGPT

unigue chemical signatures

in the crust over millennia, In "‘
fact, sclentists have For feedback and suggestions for ‘Science

b understood the history of please write 1o sdence@thehindu.co.in

Sclentists perform a necropsy on a baby mammoth at the North-Eastern Federal University In Yakutsk, Russia, on March 27. The carcass was dug up in 2024 In icy Yakutia. it plate tectonics by studying with the subject 'Dally page’

welghs 180 kg s 120 cm tall and 200 em long, They found it lived and died more than 130,000 years ago after analysing the permafrost where she was found, mr these signatures
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Bridging gaps, building resilience

A paradigm shift in mental health policy

Institutional responses to suicides are often individualistic and reductionist
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Three billion people cannot afford a healthy diet

A healtht

. nutritious diet is much more expensive than a calorie sufficient one.

result, three billion people cannot afford a healthy diet

DATA POINT

healthy diet is about much
more than calories: we
need a wide range of nu-
trient-dense foods to get all the vi-
tamins and minerals that are es-
sential for good health. In this
piece, we look at the costs of diets
around the world. Healthy diets
are expensive — more than four
times the cost of a basic, calorie-
sufficient one. This is true in every
country in the world. As a result,
three billion people cannot afford
a healthy diet, even if they spend
most of their income on food.
Being able to eat a healthy, nu-
tritious diet is one of our most bas-
ic human needs. Yet billions of pe-
ople go without it; they suffer from
‘hidden hunger’, micronutrient
deficiencies such as too little iron,
calcium, vitamin A, or iodine.
‘There are many reasons why so-
meone might not eat a nutritious
diet. Often it's because people can-
not afford to. First, consider the
most basic requirement: getting
enough calories. These could
come in any form, but the cheap-
est option in most countries is star-
chy foods and cereals. Living on
this ‘energy sufficient’ diet would
mean eating only maize flour or
rice for every meal, a diet that is
severely lacking all other impor-
tant nutrients. In terms of diets in
poor countries, people get most of
their calories from starchy foods.
A person can eat an energy suf-
ficient diet on less than $1a day, as
per a study for the Food and Agri-
cultural Organization's “The State
of Food Security and Nutrition in
the World’ report. What does this
mean for the affordability of a ca-
lorie sufficient diet? A diet is consi-
dered “unaffordable” when the
diet cost plus expenditures for bas-
ic non-food needs are higher than
incomes per person. In each ouun
try, food prices were

in each country are estimated by

looking at how much low-income

people typically spend on things
like housing and transportation.

By comparing the cost of diets

with income dmrlhuﬁuns across

the world,

that people in India or Japan will
adopt the national dmary guide-
lines of the U.S., or vice versa.
Unsurprisingly, a diverse,
healthy diet is much more expen-
sive than a calorie-sufficient one.
The hers found that the av-

that L1 billion people could not af-
ford the most basic ener-
gy sufficient diet in 2021
(Map 1). That's 14% of the
global population. These
are the very worst-off in
terms of nutrition.

An important ques-
tion is how subsistence
farmers fit in. They are
included in these num-
bers: the income mea-
sure used to calculate the afforda-
bility of diets does take the value of
subsistence farming (i.e. home
production) into account. When
the FAO report states that these
smallholder farmers cannot afford
a calorie-sufficient diet, it means
they cannot produce one.

What people really need is a di-
verse and nutritious diet. Getting
mough calories is nnpunmt but
it is not sufficient to live a hzakhy
and productive life. Eating only ce
reals and starchy foods will leave
you deficient in protein, essential
fats, and the wide range of micro-
nutrients that our bodies need to
function opti

optimally.
Most countries develop ‘food-
based dietary guidelines’ whldl

provide recommendations
what a ‘healthy diet’ would look
like. This includes guidelines on

what balance of foods across the
many groups — cereals, fruits, ve.

, legumes, meat and dairy
~ is considered best for long-term
health.

The researchers also looked at
the lowest-cost options to meet
these national food-based dietary
guidelines. Of course, there is no
universal ‘healthy diet’, particular-
ly when we consider the strong
cultural differences in what people
eat. So, the researchers selected

retail marketplaces specific to l.h!

local context. Non-food expenses

dietary guidelines which were re-
gionally  representative:  this
means that we are not expecting

WORLD
HEALTH DAY

erage cost across the world was
$3.67 per day.

When we put these
prices in the context of
affordability, we find that
almost three billion
ple cannot aﬂnn!
healthy diet. In many of
the world's poorest coun-
tries — particularly across
SubSaEann Africa - it's
unaffordable (or not pro-
ducible) for most of the popula-
tion. This is shown in Map 2 which
gives these figures as a percentage
of the total R:pulznm In many
countries, a healthy diet is out-of-
reach for more than 80%.

A useful way to bring context to
food prices is to compare the cost
of a healthy diet with the median
income of countries across the
world. In the countries,
the cost of a healthy diet is higher
than the median income. Even if
the average person in these coun-
tries spent all of their money on
food, a healthy diet would be unaf-
fordable. In some countries - In-
dia is the largest among them —
dietary costs would be roughly
equal to the median income.
There, ple would need to
spend alr“’)lhﬂr income on food
to afford a healthy diet.

In rich countries, median in-
comes are much higher than die-
tary costs. In these countries the
median income earner can afford
a healthy diet with a relatively
small fraction of their income. The
average person in France could
spend just 6% of their income on
food and in Denmark, just 5%.

What this comparison shows is
how far most of the world is from
being able to afford a healthy diet.
We cannot spend all, or even
most, of our income on food. We
would have very little to spend on
other essentials.

Two square meals

The maps were sourced from Our World in Data. Hannah Ritchie is the Deputy
Editor and Pablo Rosado is the Principal Data Scientist at Our World in Data

afford i

Map 1: The map shows.
diet. Data for 2021
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Selective price control on
drug formulations suggested

NcwDelhi.Apan The Hathi Committee on
drugs and pharmaceuticals has recommended a
selective price control on drug formulations
under a new formula instead of the present
price control system which covers each and
every formulation,

In its final report presented to the Petroleum
and Chemicals Minister, Mr. K.D. Malaviya
to-day, the 15-member committee, headed by
Mr. Jaisukhlal Hathi, MP, has recommended
lifting of price control on units having an annual
turnover of less than Rs. one crore. At present
urutswnllznnnnua.lmrmmdupmks 50
lakhs are

llhasﬁmhermmedﬂmiunnulm
based on 13 essential drugs as identified by the
committee for abelition of brand names should
also be exempted from price control. In the case
of bulk drugs, the committee has favoured
exemption from price control on items in which
there are no imports and which in terms of total
sales and basic drugs do not exceed Rs. 25 lakhs

annually.

In respect of other bulk drugs, the committee
has suggested that the system of price regulation
based on detailed cost examination should
continue, subject to the price being so fixed that
an efficient manufacturer is able to get a return
on his capital which is a little higher than that
available on formulations for the industry as a
whole.

2 L — R A VEARS AGO APRIL 7, 1925
No data 1,00,000 1 million 10 million 100 million a &
Doctors and journalism
Map 2: The map shows the share of population that cannot afford a healthy diet. Dats dj(
for 2022
The London dent of “The

AR
¥

Guardian” writes: I do not think there has been
much notice in what the scientific papers call
“the lay press” of the interesting compromise
which the British Medical Association Council
hasanmdmmlhedthummemnndwhz
they call “indirect methods of " In
the recent discussion of the B.MLA. the
authorities did not go so far as to prohibit
doctors from writing in the lay press, but there
was a strong deprecation of “undesirable
journalistic methods.” It was suggested that
doctors who write for the papers should make it
a condition with the editors that there should be
no laudatory comment of their achievements or
hudlmuhﬁngmﬂmrprdeunml status,
and ph were gravely di d of.
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UNMASKING CLIMATE
CHANGE DEN

Souryabrata
Mohapatra

Asst ProfIIT Jodhpur

Amit Mitra
Research Associate at
NCAER
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In India, the frequency of
extreme weather events
such as floods, cyclones,
and droughts has in-

espite  the
visible reali-
ty of climate
change,
many pro-
fessional “climate deniers™
persist in spreading misin-
formation. Let's contrast
several common myths
with the scientific reality.

One pervasive myth
claims that global warm-
ing is a hoax and there is
no climate change. Yet, the
surface of the Earth, in-
cluding the atmosphere,
oceans, and land, is warm-
ing rapidly, accompanied
by numerous changes in
the climate. In India, aver-
age temperatures have ris-
en by around 0.7 degrees
Celsius between 1901 and
2018, leading to more in-
tense  heatwaves and
changing monsoon pat-
terns, which affect mil-
lions of people.

Another myth argues
that CO2 is not the cause
of climate change. True,
the climate has experi-
enced warming periods
before, but each instance
was driven by excess
greenhouse gases in the

g af-

fecting millions of lives and
causing billions of dollars
in damages annually.

The reality of climate
change poses the most
fundamental threat facing
our planet

We must unite as a global
collective to demand
major action now, as our
very survival depends

on it. The evidence and
long-term analysis of the
drivers of climate change
clearly show the inevitable
fate of our planet if we
remain passive. While the
issues surrounding climate
change can be complex
and overwhelming, imme-
diate action is imperative

phere, such as CO2,
methane, and sulfur diox-
ide. Periods like the Eo-
cene, with very high CO2
levels, saw landscapes
evolve over millions of
years, with oceans and for-
ests gradually absorbing
these gases to maintain
equilibdum.  However,
sudden spikes in CO2 from
events like volcanic erup-
tions led to devastation.
The end-Permian event,
which wiped out over 90%
of known species, mirrors
the warming and ocean
acidity trends we see to-
day, but this time, the CO2
increase stems from hu-
man activities, mainly fos-
sil fuel buming. In India,

Climate-related impacts are ofien tied 1o extreme
events, not average climate conditions. Small
changes in average iemperatures can lead to
significant increases in the frequency and intensity
of exireme weather events. In India, even a
2-degree Celsius rise in temperature could result
in severe heatwaves, reducing crop yields by up to
25 per cent and threatening food security for

millions of people

CO2  emissions have
grown from 1.2 billion
tonnes in 1990 to 2.6 bil-
lion tonnes in 2019, largely
due to industrial growth
and increased energy con-
sumption.

A third myth downplays
the significance of a 2- or
3-degree Celsius increase
in temperature, suggesting
that because we cope with
larger daily and seasonal
temperature  varlations,
this should be manageable.
However, climate-related
impacts are often tied to
extreme events, not aver-
age climate conditions.
Small changes in average
temperatures can lead to
significant increases in the
frequency and intensity of
extreme weather events. In
India, even a 2-degree Cel-
sius rise in temperature
could result in severe heat-
waves, reducing crop
yields by up to 25 per cent
and threatening food secu-
rity for millions of people.

Some sceptics argue that
cutting greenhouse gas
emissions won’t signifi-
cantly affect the climate by
2020 or even 2030, so
there is no point in trying.
But this is the critical dec-
ade for taking effective ac-
tion to reduce emissions.

Deeply grateful to President

extended during my visit. Be itin Colombo or

Anuradhapura, this visit has reaffirmed the deep
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cultural, spiritual and civilisational ties between
our two nations. It will surely add momentum to

our bilateral relations. @anuradisanayake.

Narendra Modi
@narendramodi

Immediate steps are essen-
tial to mitigate long-term
damage and ensure a liva-
ble future. In India, renew-
able energy capacity has
increased  significantly,
from 39 gigawalts in 2015
to over 136 gigawatts in
2021, showing that proac-
live measures can make a
substantial difference.

Another common myth
is that climate change is
just natural variability,
akin to the Earth’s histori-
cal cold and warm cycles.
However, evidence from
basic physics to climate
system observations
strongly indicates that hu-
man activities, particulary
the emission of carbon di-
oxide from burning fossil
fuels, are the main drivers
of the warming observed
since the mid-20th century.
In India, the frequency of
extreme weather events
such as floods, cyclones,
and droughts has increased
significantly,  affecting
millions of lives and caus-
ing billions of dollars in
damages annually.

The reality of climate
change poses the most fun-
damental threat facing our
planet. We must unite as a

our very survival depends
on it. The evidence and
long-term analysis of the
drivers of climate change
clearly show the inevitable
fate of our planet if we re-
main passive. While the
issues surrounding climate
change can be complex
and overwhelming, imme-
diate action is imperative.
This is not a localized
problem but a global crisis.

The Pentagon has iden-
tified climate change as a
national security issue,
highlighting the urgency of
the matter. A staggering 97
per cent of scientists agree
that climate change is real
and accelerated by human
activity. We are on the
brink of the largest mass
extinction since the disap-
pearance of the dinosaurs,
an event that has only oc-
curred five times in the last
500 million years. By
2100, one in six species
could go extinct if we do
not take action now.

This narrative is not
merely a description of
long-term climatic trends
but a call to understand the
dynamics and variations of
these changes. Further
studies focused on the
cause-and-effect relation-
ships are crucial for accu-
rately predicting climate
change. Only with such
understanding can we hope
1o address this global chal-
lenge effectively.

Our time for compla-
cency has passed. Our sur-
vival hinges on immediate,
sustained action to combat
climate change. The future
of our planet and genera-
tions to come depends on
our response to this urgent
crisis. Let's rise to the
challenge and secure a liv-
able future for all.

global collective to de- THE VIEWS EXPRESSED BY
mand major action now, as THE AUTHOR ARE PERSONAL
The Bharatiya Janata Party took
forward Integral Humanism
and under the leadership of
the Honorable Prime Minister Shri @
narendramaodiji, Antyodaya was taken
forward in the form of “Sabka Sath,
Sabka Vikas, Sabka Prayas, Sabka
Vishwas'".
Jagat Prakash Nadda
@|PNadda

SUPREME COURT’S
WELCOME MOVE ON
JUDGES’ ASSETS

0 he Supreme Court’s advisory to judges to
declare their assets is a positive move to-
wards transparency in the judiciary. Ata time
when public trust in institutions is under scrutiny
after alleged recovery of cash from Justice Yashwant
Varma's bungalow, this gesture can help reinforce the
integrity of the higher judiciary and set an example
for other branches of govemnance.

However, asset declaration alone may not be
enough. The experience with bureaucrats shows that
while many do file their disclosures, allegations of
benami holdings and disproportionate wealth persist.
Without a mechanism for independent verification,
such declarations risk becoming token gestures rath-
er than instruments of accountability. Transparency
must go hand-in-hand with institutional checks. A
periodic audit, a publicly accessible registry, and
clear consequences for misreporting could give this
initiative real teeth. Judicial accountability is essen-
tial in a democracy, and while this move is a step in
the right direction, it must be part of a broader effort
to uphold public confidence in the judiclary.

ao

CHIMERA OF UNITY
IN OPPN CAMP

he recent display of unity by Opposition par-
0 ties against the Wagf Repeal Bill in Parlia-

ment was a significant political moment. Par-
ties with divergent ideological leanings came togeth-
er to question the manner in which the government
attempted to push through legislation that affects
minority ¢ without adeq debate or
consultation. Their coordinated stand, particularly in
the Rajya Sabha, forced the government to hold back
the bill for the time being. This rare alignment sug-
gests that the Opposition s capable of setting aside
differences when key constitutional or community

interests are at stake.

1tk

However, it would
be premature to see
this as a marker of
sustained unity. The
Waqf Bill issue pre-

sented a clear, emo- The failure of the
tive, and politically INDIA bloc 1o
sensitive cause that capitalise on the
could easily draw momentum built last
Opposition support. year is a reminder
The real challenge that episodic

will lie in coordinat- coordination in

ing electoral strate- Pﬂ"“a"\cl'“ does not
gles, at-sharing ally
agreements, and translate into
leadership questions on-ground unity
across states where during elections.

regional aspirations

and political compul-

sions, like in Uttar

Pradesh and West Bengal, differ widely. The failure
of the INDIA bloc to capitalise on the momentum
built last year is a that episodic coordinati
in Parliament does not automatically translate into
on-ground unity during elections.

Moreover, voters will look beyond tactical align-
ments and expect the Opposition to present a coher-
ent alternative vision without a clash of egos. Unity,
if not based on shared principles and a compelling
narrative, may not yield results. While resistance to
a contentious legislation like the waqf bill is impor-
tant, it must be followed by groundwork, messaging,
and trust-building. The real test of Opposition unity
will be in the booths, not just in the well of the House.

| SPIRITUAL SPEAK
Abandon all varieties of religion
and just surrender unto Me. 1
shall deliver you from all sinful
reaction, Do not fear.

BHAGWAD GITA
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From US tariffs to a trade deal:
What are our strategic options?

India showld not rush into a pact but instead watch how various scenarios might unfold while accelerating domestic reforms

ARPITA MUKHERJEE
I8 a professor, ndian Council for Research on
International Economic Relations (ICRIER)

nthe India-US Jolnt Statement of 13 February
2025, both sidhes set a target of $500 billion in
billateral trade by 20350, During the visitof the
United States Trade Repeesentative (USTR) o
New Delhi (26-20 March 20251, the two sides
agreed to discuss o mutually beneficial, mult
soctor bilateral trade agreement (BTA), with the
goal of finalizing its flost tranche by the Bl of 2025,
This announcement ciame amid some perplexity
among Indian policymakers and trade experts,
who were busy trying to decipher exactly what US
President Donald Tramp meant by the “reciprocsl
tariffs” he had promised to levy, Mmlr\wrlsh-h
thint sinee India had high tard Il'l'nmuuwx-nllullw
US, product-spectlic tanfs in arcas of American
mpnwl Interest, along with some kind of l.mﬂ’
non-tarll I by
ludlu may constitute ‘reciprocal tariffs, Illlul
woreso, the USTR's Nattonal Trade Estimate
Report on Foreign Trade Barriers INTE 2025),
would have helped identify US pain polnts, some
of which could be addressed through a BTA,

The 2 April tartlf announcements by Trump
confused everyone because ‘rociprocal tanily’
appeared 1o cover US trade imbalances with other
countries rather than thelr tarlffand non-tarll?
mensures, Free trade agreement (FTA) pantners
of the US, like Vietnam and Japan, fscod a high
‘reciprocal taniff on account of thedr positive trade
balance with the US. Vietnam faced i reciprocal
tariffof 4%, despite its comprehensive agreement
with the US, and Japan with a limited trade deal
fancod 24%, None of America’s FTA partnoes has
been spared, So, trade agreements, ierespective of
thelr scope and coverage, do not guarantee tride
certalnty with the US.

Compared to many other Aslan countries, India
did much better, fasced with a reciprocal tanff rate
of 26%, without any trade sgreement, Therefore,
will a trade deal with the US really help?

The reason that the US targeted is FTA partners
with high reciprocal tarfts ks fts trade imbalance
with them. The USTR has come up with a unique
formulato caley reciprocal tariffs, which is
thed towards trade deficits rather than barriens to
American exports,

In thissituation, even i a developing country
like India or Vietnam goes for zero-for-zero import
duties for American goods in thelr FTAs, it may not

target for higher reciprocal tardffs in the futune?

8o fur, things have vour. This s
primanily bocause our policymakers have tiken
the right docisions, With America’s growing hos
ity with China, US compantes noed a lirge mar
ket, which we offor. But we cannot be relaxed or
happy with the 26% tanff announced on 2 April as
new sector-specfic tariffs may unfold on 9 April,

Inany case, will s tardff that is lower than our
Askan competitons give us o competitive edge In
the US market? Thero are many scenarios and
possibilities, Let us consider four,

Seenario L1 our price competitiveness vis-d-pis
competing countrles increases on account of lower
taniffs, then we can export more to the US, but that
coubd worsen the latter’s nogative trade balance
with us, So, while we may have a short-term gain,
in the future, an enlarged trade deficit with the US
may engender the sk of higher tadfts imposed on
our exports, while our competiton may fuce lower
taniffs as thedr exports might decline, leading to
better balanced trade with the US.

Industry may be happy,

Seenario 3 Companies may start changing thelr
sourcing hubs and making wse of trans - shipment
hubs, For example, they may export gmnl»llumlxh
the UAE or Singapore, which fiuce lowe I1s,
rvather than directly to the US market. S
could be changes in the way products are routed,

Seenario 4:Some of our competing countries
may bring down tartfIs to zevo for US exports, s
Vietnam ks reportedly consddering, while others,
like China and Canada, may impose reciprocal
tartlls. Some countries may guletly and smartly
subsidize thedr exports and others may play with
exchange rates to absorb the high tanflimpact

All these scenarios may work together and there
coutld be more scenarios that we have not thought
about. Therefore, we should not be in a rush to sign
A BTA, but walt and watch as the situastion unfolds,

This s the right time for India to implement
domestic reforms, Including lower tarifls, to
attract investment and improve industry compet
Itiveness, especially of our micro, senall and

be able to address iy trade gap with the US, How

m
dev

oping co

demand can't
ntry for American products ke
apples, corn, motorcycles, sutomaobiles, Bowers,
coffee, ralsins, walouts and alcoholie beverages”

On the contrary, if we get zero duty, we can export
alotmore products to the US, So, as in the case of
Vietnam, our trade sunplus with the US
e after a BTA, Would that make Indias

lina

Delhi,

ould

Sernario 2.1 both India and the
tozero, the latter's negative trade balance may
remain, or even grow, But ifwe reduce tarkfTs for
products that are considered sensitive by New
e ey ems or cotton, there may be a
domestic backlash. Insuch cases, dif
groups are Hkely w behave differently. Forexam
ple, i our import duties on cotton from the »
2urvo, farmens may be unhappy, but our textile

IS reduce tariffy

nt lobby

medium enterprises (IMSMES, Tarlff reductions
should be done to support ‘Make in India’ in gen-
eralund not tosupport any specific industry, We
should closely monitor whit competing countries
wre dolng and how supply chalns are changing,
even as we diversify and de-risk our own supply
chdns and continue to smartly engage with the

US to ensure some stability and predictability in
our bilateral trade in an uncertain situation.
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Chinese history shows what a
closed economy may resultin

The Middle Kingdom erred greatly by giving up on foreign trade

/ !

DAVID FICKLING

Is a Bloomberg Opinon columnist covering
chmate change and energy.

I rom a cortaln angle, US Prosident

e Donakd Tramp's taviff blitz looks lke

nothing so much as achronle case of
China envy. Look at the losers' list
announced kast woek inthe season flsale of
this all-1o-real reality show: Every sign
points towards a desire o Make America
China Agakn, from the obsesslon with trude
deficits to the promibse to brdng back manm-
Tscturinggobs from abroad, Think of a con
tinent-sized cconomy with a persistent
tracde surplus and a booming factory sector,
and the most obvious candidate Is China,

I Trump s borrowing an economic bes
son from China, though, it's not the one
that drove its economic rise over the past
two-and-a-half decades, That episode fol
Towed a sharp reduction muu:L barriers
and decades of reforms to reduce the role
o th doastablo |
environment, pretty much the opposite of
what the US ks dodng right now,

Instead, Tramp's model could be drawn
from anearlier epssode: the Ming Dynusty’s
Bans on forelgn trade from the Jdh contury
onward. Far from making China groat, that
Inalationist polley paved the way forcentu
ries of dechine and eventual humiliaton by
Torelgn powers, An America that wasn't
able to reverse the curbs on commerce
imposed by Trump 10 should reflect on
how much worse things may get now. The
US has imposed a 34% tardiT hike on most
Chinese products, adding tothe 200 tartils
that took effect earlier this year, belnging
totallevies o at least 54%,

Liko 218t contury America, Kth contury
Chinawasone of the world's great powers,
The development seafuring arosnd 1,000
CE fostered Nvely commence, with Chidnese
corurnbes and textibos traded for Inclan and
Southeast Asban splees and commoditios,
The existence of paper money backed by
the Imperial treasury's reserves of silver,
and the development of steelmaking and
coul mining, fostered simblar conditions to
those seen in Britain at the dawn of the
Industrial Revolution,

Isolationism put an end (o that golden
age. For the next five centuries, Chinese
governments imposed stricterand stricter
controls on forelgn triade, blocking ports,
banning ship-bullding and conducting
mdlitary expeditions against merchants
mlm(lu-um|-mnu'nl Saw as plratos,

The reasons for s Audfin (sea ban) policy
have long been debated, Perhaps China
wanted tracke under tighter control, replic
Ing freewheeling commerce with tribute
missdons, Perhaps it was concerned about
slivor disappearing into forelgn merchants’
coffersand undermining the hase of its flat

Ming China lost its economic strength
after making a sharp Inward tuen av

ystem, risking the hyperinflag
that plagued the era, Perhaps it wis just
about power, with many officlals quietly
profiting from Mlegal voyages.

As with Trump's tarlffs, the attempt to
hold back the economie tide prompted
more extreme measures. Consider the big
gest victims: Countries ke Vietnam, Thal
Land, Talwan and Malay at had been
expuanding trade with the US In recont
years as back-door conduits to China in
response o Trump LO's attempt to decou
phe the two econonles, The Ming sea bans,
shnilarly, had lmited sucoess in shutting
off commerce, prompeing ever-more-ex
treme measures. Al its most reactionary,
the government depopulated whole
swirthes of the country’s constal regions.

The effect was devastating. With trade
seen s a threat rather than aboon, China
found itvelf cut off from the wider world,
and fell further behind, Despite worldly
officlals and a bustling class of brokers in
the few ports where trasde was permitted
whocould see the benefitsof trade, the sys
tem stuyed largely in place until the mid
19th century, when the Oplum Wares saw
Britisdy and other colonlal forces forclng its
market open,

g of that level s golng to happen
any time soon, Even so, Tramp's
measures are world-historkeal n scale, ax
they It tanMharrders to thedr highest levels
since the 19th century, by some estimates
Like China, America isa continental econ

omy that needs the workd much less than
the world needs It As o share of gross
domestic procuct, ondy Cuba, Sudan, Ehi

opla, Bermuda and Guam exchange less
merchandise with other nations, These
messarres will be padnful for Americans, but
even more palnful for other nations.

Therein les the danger, Trade restric
tions cushioned Ming China against the
shock of its relative decling as the Age off
Sull put Europe in control of the world. A
similar policy may provide some psycho
logleal comfort wa 28 century America
unable to come to terms with the similar
s of China, and of Tndii after that

Like muscles that atrophy from lack of
use, however, a country closed off from
international commerce will gradually
weaken, If Trump wants America to be
great agaln, a retroat into solationism is
the worst path to follow, CMLOOMILRG

Why banks got a knuckle rap for their awry retail focus

RAJRISHI SINGHAL

-

I8 & senior ourmalst and author
of Slip, Sutch and Stumble: The
Untold Story of Indka’s Financial
Sector Reforms’
@rapishisnghal

Y eserve Bank of India (RBD Governor
o Sunjay Malhotra does not seem to
I belleve in slow starts. Soon after
assuming office, he has shot multiple arrows
from hisregulatory bow, This has met with
the customary soepticism, but a central bunk
governor'swords have welght and can work
through multiple regulatory channels,

It is, therefore, remarkable that he has
chosen to address the bwue of power hler
wrchies and asymmetries in the fnancisl sy
teem, especially the disadvantagoons position
of individuals in the banking system. A Hithe
over three months into his tenure, be has
decided to address the banking system’s
aversion to addressing customer grievances,
Quating officlsl data, he sald that the num
berofcomplaints rocetved undes RBIs Inte-
grated Ombudsman Scheme ncreased ata
compoundod average rate of almost 5O% per
vear over the past two years to reach
A54,000 In 2023-24,

Malhotra also decried the banking sy
tem's deliberate attempts o sweop grievan

cos under the carpet: T would also like to
draw your attention to the misclissification
of complaints s requests, gueries and dis

putes by the regulated entities, This results
Inthe compldnants’ grievances remalning
unaddressed. Moreover, this Is also s gross
regulatory violstion,” This indicates that
Bankos elther lack the capacity to address the
rising tide of complaints or deliberately
Ignore customer grie o8, illowing com
pl.nlmu 10 got bumped arouwnd

his also d

v the orgal
tonal structure of most banks s fundamen
tally misaligned with the retall business, As
an dncvidul, suppose You get 8 Wrong mes
saigee abont your crodit card duesor a mised
payment, you ey to get the bank to admit
Tts mistadee, you are in for s rowugh ride, [twill
fiest throw {ts entiee bureancracy at you, If
your persist, itwill reward your doggedness
by lning up its legal machinery. For a
resource-constrained  individual, this
Becames i soul-sap) event, Even if one
were to disregard the lack of maoral and ethi
cul values in these actions, imagine the
adeministrative time and cost that hanks are
willing to Incur to avold saying sorry,

Data from REUs 2025 24 annaal report of
the Ombudsman Scheme makes for inter
esting reading. Over 8O% of the complaints

wed ol 11 divichaslx skl

qu the Iutmluulmiuxln saystemie inability
to deal with retail customers, The com
phainis e largely against public sector
hunluw( !\J.llulmhuh-lumlult A0%).

gly, whilec agaknst puby
lic sectar banks Increased by only 10.27%
between March 2023 and

March 2024, those against

private banks grew 37% RBI Governor mibswed-puyment notices to
This s significant given the customerns even when there
larger footprint enjoyed by san'ay Malho‘ra are no defaults. However,
public sector banks in has done the credit bureans do not reach

terms of both branches
and market share of assets,

Non-hanking financlal
companies (NBFCS) were
third (14.53%), ahead of

other institutional catego- O unaddressed downgrading Individual
riea. The top three catego crodit ratings, especially In
ries alone accounted for grlevances a financlal system wh

over 87% of all compladnts,
ressive
drive during 202324 to grow thelr loan
books. The annual report also sh that the

right thing by
shining a light

payment, the bank ks expected to communt

cate the event to credit bureaus, which asa
matter of routine take the bank's word on
face value and downgrade the individual's
credit rating. Now, muny banks have started
sending out automated missed-payment
notices to customers. Like all programmed
bots, many of these have
bugs and communicate

out to affected customers
tochock the veracity of the
information. It s odd that
credit bureaus exhibit such
roemarkable alacrity in

most  institutions

are
known to make mistakes,
have yawning gaps in thelr systems that

allow slippages and have falled

highest number of complalnts (2600%) per
tukned 1o loans and advances.

There are other Instances where bank
processes and rtes ave antagonistic towards
Indivichuls In theevent of s missed inferest

toachieve the ideal human machine config
uration. A reason oould be thelr dependence
oninstitutions, and not individuals, for fees
and incomes.

There b adispute-resobution route avalla

bile n case of mistakes n the crodit score o
credit report, However, very few bormowers
Tenow about this. In any case, dispute resolu
ton by the bursaus takes anywhere between
30and 45 days, No wonder thit the ombiads
an anmual report showsa rising number of
complaints agaknst these arganlzations.

The presence of other anomalies also
Indicates the banking industey’s struggle
with retail-facing operations, For example,
I the previous two years, banks indulged in
an unsecured retall lending binge to make
up for otherwise lacklustre crodit growth,
The rates chargoed on these loans ranged
between 10% and K5%. But thelr rates on
crodit card dues, which Is another unse
cured form of retall Borrowing. are usarions
and range anywhere botween 30% and 36,

Even RBIs regulatory framework may
need a retall check, Incidentally, REIs
Introduction of organisations (SROx) for
many emerging sectors (such as fintech)
ks a fundamental shift in s regulatory
approach, But the movement soems to hive
by passed the banking system, The Indlan
Banks” Assoclation has been around for
about BO years and ks also consbderad an
SRO, Bast, isfortusately, s functbonbng has
noresemblance to that of an SRO. Change
canstart here,
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DECODING TRUMP'S
'LIBERATION DAY’ TARIFFS
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As the dust settles on Trump's new tariff wall, Mint explains the implications

madhavan niiivemint com
CHENNAI

N I047, the US lod 23 natlons into sign
ingthe General Agreement on Tar s
and Trade (GATT). The effort was to
Jower trade and tarlMharrers among
natlons. Over the next A8 years, it took
elghtrounds of painstaking negotiations
before GATT could evolve into the World
Trade Organkzation (WTO) in 1905,

On 2 April, in a speoch that lasted 48
minutes, US President Donald Tramp
effectively shredded this multilateral
tracking system and signalled a fundamen
tal shift in US trade policy

Speaking from the White House Rose
Garden, Trump levied what he called
rociprocal tarlffy on all trading partners,
The quantum of tarkffs stunned the workd,
He announced auniversal tarlff of 10% on
allimports, But countries which enjoyed
atrade surplus with the US were hit with
much higher tarfifs, No trade partner, big
or senall, wis spared. Ching was slapped
with i 34% duty but ifone added the 20%
tarifTimposed eartior, it totafled 54% Viet
i got 6%, Indin 26% and the European
Unbon 200 These duties are over and
above what varlous countries were
charged carlier.

Evenremote uninhabited isdands such
as Heard and MeDonalds Islands, located
#,100km from Western Australia and
home to penguins and seals, were hit
with a 10% tarif¥, Australian tervitories
such as Norfolk Isdand, Cocos Islands and
Christmas Isdand with an aggregate pop
ulation of 4,236 people wore tariffod 1o
Sowas Diegno Garela, a British territory in
the Indian Ocean with no permanent
population. It just houses a joint UK-US
military base.

Afow countries did not feature in the 2
April list— Canada, Mexico, Russia, North
Korea, Cuba and Belarus, Canada and
Mexico were spared becavse Tramp had
already Jevied a 25% tarlif on all imports
from the two natlons excluding those
Items that full under the United States
Mexloo-Canada Agreement (USMCA)
Hussba, Cuby and Belarus
were excludod as they are heavily sanc
tloned and have no ‘meaningful trade’
with the US,

These measures, including the 25%
duty Imposed eardier on all automobile
and auto parts import s, take US" wedghtod
averuge tariits toa staggering 24%. twas
around 3% in December last year

Accarding to Fitch Ratings, thiswould
be the highest tariff wall the US has
erected since 1908, And Tramp has just
Ignitod a global trade war—China has
rotaliated by imposing a 34% tariff on
American exports; other countries are
welghing thelr options, Stock markots
acrows the workd have swooned sinoe his
announcement

“M ; . this s libera
tion day. April 2, 2025, will be

forever remembered as the day American
Industry waas reborn, the day America’s
destiny was reclaimed and the day we
began to make America wealthy again,”
Trump sald, explaining the ratlonale
behind the tarits

“For decades, the US has been looted,
pillaged, raped and plundered by nations
near and far, both friend and foe
alike. destroying the beautiful Amerdcan
droum,” he added. “Towill not happen any
more.”

His anger was stngularly directed ot the
large tracke deficit the US shaves with s
trade partners. [n 2024, it ran up to $1.2
trillion. For years, ho has considered tho
tradle deflelt as the maln cause of Amer
Iea's decline.

He and his ofMiclals have conveniently
Ignared the fact that the US was the big
gest beneliciary of the post-Second World
Warmultilateral trading system, hiscrit
fos have pointed out, 1t made Amerdca vory
rich and gave It the status of a super
power—economically and militarily

Through higher taddlfs, Teamp hopesto
notonly exase the trade deficit bat restoro
American manufacturing
1o Its past glory, He has
saddl that his tanfl meas
wres will increase forelan
Investments as more fi
tories are bulltin the US,
He also hopes to ralse

retakated by

Trumg has just

gobal trade war—(

1ariff on American exports

A SLAP ON THE WRIST

Trump hasn't spared any trading partner.
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Trillion dollar angst

The aggregate trade deficit of US' top 10 trading partners

exceeds §1 trillion
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Chinese imports into India have risen
sharply in recent years.
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The dive Lo
In the last six months, S&P
500, a gauge of large-cap 400 -
US equities, has crashed
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American manufacturing. n 144, lron
ore and rubber entered one end of Ford's
River Rouge complex and completed can
rolled out of the other, Today, a vehicle
crowses the US-Canada border multiple
times during production to make the
manufacturing process
efficient. The supply
chaln that once existed,
he wrote, Is completely
eroded,

In the 19508, the share
of manufacturing in US

gnited a
NiNa Has

MPOSIng a 34%

substantiul  resources fomestic product
through tarifly, estimated — Other countries are v WNE GDF) was 25%, Tocay, It
at $100 billion, to fund his ek ety 1810%, Higher wagges and
proposed tax beealks. prie production costs had

moved manufacturing
JOBS GAINED, JOBS LOST 1o bow-cost economibes e Chibna flrst and

F--w agroe with hisstrategy. Writing In
the nowspaper The Hill, Macabe Keli
her, associate professor at Southerm Meth
odist University, Dallas, and an experton
East Aslan economic development,
argued that tardffs alone cannot rebuild

then to countries such as Thatland, Mex
feoand Indla, According to data from the
US Labour Department, factory jobs
accounted for 33% of the total workforce
I the 150K, Tn 2024, [twas just B.4%,

Manufacturing left the US as the global

Source: US Cansus Bureau

supply chaln brought in efficlencies by
taking advantage of the lowest avallable
cost across the world

Ieplicating the supply chain in the US
will be costly and Inefficlent. Experts are
nat sure how many companies will setup
thelr manufacturing units fearing the
tariiVs. Setting up factorles Is expensive
and maost large players have Invested in
capacities in countebes such as Vietnam,
Mexico, India and elsewhere falrly
rocently —after the US-China trade war
surfaced during Trump LO and during
the covid-19 pandemic

Some companies such as Hyundal
Honda, Apple, Volvo, Audi and Mercedes
Benz have sald they will increase produc
ton inthe US, Even if they do, the peoduc
thon lines would be heavily sutomated
They are unilely tocreate a buge number
of jobs, s Trump expects,

Tarlfls In the past have not revived
factory Jobs. According to a Federal
Reserve study, when Trump imposed
steel turlfts during his fest term, the

Souree: Bloomberg

30 Sep 208

Increase n jobs in the stoed sector was fr
less than those lost elsewhere on
account of higher prices the tariffs
caused, A similar scenario is set to play
outagln, on a larger scale, [ty expectod
thiat the tarffs will, at best, create 1.5 mil
Hon manulacturing jobs. But according
10 Moody's Analytics, the economy will
lose 3.5 million jobs I the US heads into
a recossion bocause of the tarifls,

RECESSION IS COMING
Inllwmuhlhw-l.-llllmum ertalnty, one
thing Is certain—an econombc fallout

Prump's actions have further hit con
sumer sentiment. This will hold them
back from spesding. With 70% ol USGDP
growth dependent on consumer spond
Ingg, such a scenurio will cause growth to
slow down. Moody's Analytics expects
GDP growth to reduce by 2% and the
unemployment rate Lo increase to 7,5%
from the curvent 41% Worse, the risk of a
recession has Increased, JP Morgan, an
Investment bank, says the odds of a US

04 Ape 2008

SATIH LA NINT

recossion by vear-end has risen to GO%,
Inflation Is also expected to rise, Jer
ome Powell, the Federul Reserve chilr
mian, wirned that the tarkdTs will acceler
ate inflation and dampen economic
growth, "We are well positioned to walt
for gre: clarity
slcberingg any adjustments to our
policy stance,” he sald speaking
to business journalists in Vi
ginkaon Friday, Consulting llem
EY has suld that consumer pri
cos will Increase by 1% by year

end, pushing inflation 1o 4% Scan the
levels. Itwas 28% In February. QR code
The Impact on low-income  for more

households will be $1,000
annually, it added.

Ifthe US, the workd's largest economy
slows down, global growth will be hit too,
International Monetary Fund (IMI) chiel
Kortstaling Goorgleva wirmed that Trump's
tariflls pose a significant throat to the
already sluggish global economy. The
IMF, in Januwary, prajected the world

Long Stories

for the US, India and rest of the world

mint
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STORY

WHAT

President Trump's new
measures have taken US
weighted ave

age tariffs o a
. Through higher
W s hoping to revive
American manufacturing.

LJ

BUT

Replicating the supply chain in
the US will be costly. The
tariffs can create 1.5 million
manufacturing jobs but the
econormy coukd lose 35 million
jobs due to a recession

=
The tariffs will have lesser impact
on India, but as the global
economy sows down,
India’s exports wil decline

Low-priced imports can flood
the domestic market

coonomy 1o grow at 3.5% s next update
may see adownward revision, The WTO
T sarked that bn 2025 global trade will con
tract by 1% due to the trade war,

COLLATERAL DAMAGE

ramp’s taniffs, experts believe, will
huve bess impact on India compared
10 Its peers, This is because It has been
slapped with a lower tarilf relative tooth

ey, Thisshould give India a competitive
advantage when It comes to sectors such
as textiles, leather and suto components,
Also, s major export sectons, pharmaceu

ticals and information technology, have
been spar st for now

But Incia cannot complotely escape the
Impact. As the US and global economy
slow down, India’s exports will decline
Also, other countries thut have been
slapped with higher duties such as China
and Vietnam will lood their goods at
lower cost, potentially pricing Indian
exporters out of many markets

For 2025-26, the Reserve Bank of India
hus estimated GDP growth at 6.7%. This
pow appeirs challenging, Goldman Sachs
has lowered the forecast by 20 basis
podevts, Morgan Stanbey has pegged a 30 10
60 basis potnts reduction in growth,

The biggest worry for India will be in
protecting the domestic industry, Low or
prodatorily priced lmports are set to flood
the country from China, which s sitting
on excess capacity, China's domestie
demund ks weal und the inability o export
tothe USworsens thissituation. A price
conscious market such as India ks a big
opportunity for China, Data suggests that
Imports from China have already seen &
shirp Increase In recent times. Indian
Inchustry has been wiging the government
totighten its defonces.

T'he Indian government, meanwhile, s
negotiating o bilsteral trade agreement
with the US, The two nations are lookdng
ta more than double thelr trade to $500
bilion. The Industry is hoplog for a quick
deal that could end the reciprocal tanfi

ACUTE PAIN?

he biggest question (n everyone's

e bswhether Tromp will roll back
the tarifis. In the last six months, the S&P
SO0, a guge of large-cap US equities, hay
crashed nearly 12%, Investors in the US
have lost as much as $0 trillion since
Trump took office. Economists have
warned of economic troubles abead, The
prosident has sakd that he is prepared 1o
suller temporary’ pain,

Stock markets do not bother him as
they did in his fest term., He expocts coun
tries that depend on the US market torash
Inand strike deals. Vietnam has alveady
reached out, Others, he believes, will
COMme 100,

Nonetheless, Teump, and hix
advisers, may need Lo revisit his
tory lessons, In 1930, President
Herbert Hoover signed the
Smoot-Hawley TaniTAct, a peo
tectionist trade measure that
Imposed a 25% duty on all
Imports Migor tracing partners
Canada and Europe retalinted.
USexports foll sharply, und the
meastre worsened the Great
Depression. In 1934, President Franklin
Roosevelt had to repeal the tariff,

The workd ks Tlatter" now with countries
more deeply coupled. In 1930, imports
accounted for just 3% of US’ GDP. Today
1618 at 1%, The paln the country has to
bear could be more scute,
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Are startups failing us?
Look at the big picture

Piyush Goyal's unflattering contrast of their business disposition with Chinese i

MY V

Fiscal federalism and economic
freedom can drive our prosperity

A trade war must not distract India from pursuing a clear domestic agenda for economic success

NITIN PAI
Is co-founder and director of The

an
centre for research and education in
public policy

magine there was no other country
but India, The ent was all

invest in nuclear power plants. This

mission ensure that all citizens get

might not cover all our reg

Sowe will have to economize on lhc
use of energy. Electricity cannot

be provided free of cost to anyone, not
even farmers,

That brings us to food. Without
petroleum imports, we will have to
figure out how to make fertilizer. In
addition to chemical methods, closed
loop biological methods that convert

enough for there to e broad
parity. However, it should not use fiscal
policy todetermine the pattern of eco-
nomic activity. It shouldn't be in the
busi fchoosing whop s
what, where and at what prices.
Indeed, a self-sufficient India cannot
be prosperous without political and fis-
calfederalism, all the way down to the
level of local governments,

human and animal waste i
will be an obvious choice. Farmers will
have to change their cropping patterns
and farming methods.
Indeed, because electricity will not
be free, it will no longer be possible to
iy ground water and use it to

the landmass that (hvm wason the
planet, with oceans all around. And all
L5 billion people in the world were
Indians. The Indian national economy
would be the global economy. There
would be no such things as interna-
llon.\l trade, foreign investment and

The Indian

I
grow crops inappropriate to those soil
conditions. Indian farmers will no

Thereis e to import technol-
ogy from. Soalot of public investment
will have to go into scientific research
and development (R&D) as well as edu-
cation. Again, comparative advantage
suggests that the government should
finance firms and institutions that can
do this efficiently, without insisting
that those doing state-funded R&D also

1

longer grow water-i ropsin
water-deficient areas on the back of
subsidized electricity. Many farmers
will have to change their farming
methods, Quite a nnmhﬂ ul'lhom will
have fi and find

has stirred a debate that must both widen and deepen for India to credibly play catch-up

ndia’s commerce and industry minister
Piyush Goyal has faced a lot of flak online
for the disdain he recently articulated for
the relative reluctance of Indian startups to
take on challenges in deep-tech sectors—be
itartificial intelligence (AI), semiconductor
deﬁlgn building chip fabs or electric-vehicle
and battery technology—and their preference
for consumer-facing businesses that might
make money but do not address the nation’s
strategic challenges. He praised the perform-
ance of Chinese startups, which are innovating
at the cutting edge of technology. The backlash
has come from successful startup leaders and
venture investors. Much of their response is
valid, clothed though it isin disappointment
that the minister overlooked the vital roles
they've played in job creation, organizing rural
supply chains, using tech for efficiency and so
on. These protests, however, obscure a kernel
of truthin Goyal's concern. We do need start-
upsto help solve some of the problems we face
inour quest for strategic autonomy. To that
end, we require innovation in defence modern-
ization and indigenization, space capabilities
and advanced materials, computing and com-
munication technologies, plus more.

What the minister could have avoided was an
implication that the contrast with China issim-
ply amatter of startup choice, independent of
the ecosystem in which our businesses operate.
Overall, India spends just 0.65% of GDP on
research and development (R&D), according to
World Bank data, narrowly ahead of Gambia
and South Africa, but trailing Tunisia, Morocco
and the UAE, not to speak of the US (3.46%),
China (2.43%), South Korea (4.93%) and Israel
(5.56%). Blame India Inc and the government
first for this abysmal state of affairs, in which the

research outlay of asingle mega-corp like
Amazon outstrips the combined R&D spend
of India, public and private sectors combined.
The Australian Strategic Policy Institute’s criti-
cal-technology tracker finds that China is the
global leader today in 57 of 64 critical technolo-
gies, having displaced the US. Thisis thanks to
Beijing's policy focus and investment in quality
education at all levels, apart from its push for
research capacity and publication of substan-
tive findings. In fact, this is what explains its AI
success. Indian researchers do publish, but are
rarely cited since their research aims tend to
tick the right boxes for career gains rather than
advancing the frontiers of knowledge. Startups
will routinely be able to tackle hard tech if and
only ifthey can draw on a talent pool that’s large
and diverse enough. Indian political leaders,
on their part, would help if they harp less on
ancient glory as part of their politics and pro-
mote scientific attitudes driven by evidence.
Then there is the question of our business
culture and funding. Risk-taking, by and large,
remains the preserve of asection of society that
has traditionally been in business. Others often
find it hard to raise capital again if their startups
end up failing. Meanwhile, scholastic pursuits
have not broadened to involve all social seg-
mentsand knowledge creation rarely ever com-
mands the premium it should. Small ventures
that take off often struggle for funds to scale up.
Venture funding in India comes mostly from
abroad. Should a thin slice of the enormous
pool of retirement savings in the Employees’
Provident Fund and National Pension System
not be channelled to startups? Why should the
government dragits feet on the R&D corpus
announced in the Union budget years ago? The
answer is with the government, not startups.

would be an autarchy. By definition, it
would be self-sufficient.

Now think how such an economy
could also be prosperous. The immedi-
ate order of business—as Bhishma
teachesus in the Mahabh.ual.\ s, \murlt

h

livelihoods. India will have to enable
this transition.

The idea that people are better off
doing what they can do more effi-
ciently is called ‘comparative advan-
tage." It is the single biggest idea that

Parva—would by
of law, protect property rlghb. govern
Justly and ensure that people live
peaceful lives where they can enjoy
the fruits of their labour.

The next task would be to ensure
economic integration of the vast sub-
continent, where goods, services, peo-
ple. ideas and capital can move freely
from one place to another.

Now that basic political and eco-
nomic integration has been achieved,
let us look at economic policy. What
will we do for energy? The very lit-
tle ol we can pump out of the ground.
There are no foreign countries that we
can buy it from.

So we will have to rely on solar, wind
and hydro-electric sources. We will
have to use the coal that we have and

can mak If-sufficient closed
economy i prosperous one. When
people, firms and regions do what they
are most efficient at doing, they spe-
clalize and become more productive,
They then trade with others who are

better at other things. Some places spe-

clalize in software tecl hnnk-m wmo in
somein ; I

products, some in tourism, and so on,
Indeed, comparative advantage isnot
animpaosition. People specialize
because they have reasons and the
freedom todoso.

By extension, we can see that pros-
perity requires the political system to
he ﬁ-dcnl States and regions should

B
be P )

The hackbone of the economy will
need a financial system that can gather
savings and surplus capital and put it
into the hands of those who can make
the best use of it.

1could go on, but the upshot is that if
you want India to be self-sufficient and
prosperous, the government's eco-
nomic role must shrink and change. It
should abandon striving for ‘even
development’ and stop trying to redis-
tribute money and economic activity.

Let's bring this thought experiment
toan end. Even as you worry about
tariffs and trade wars, note that alot of
what we must do to be prosperous isa
matter of domestic policy. Of course,
international trade s very desirable. It
will make us more prosperous, faster
and at lower cost. It will open up wider
possibilities,

We should hope that a mindless
trade war doesn’t start or at least ends
quickly). India is a big country witha
diverse geography and a large as well as
young population. Our domestic econ-
omy is capable of weathering this
slorm. Iti isa good time o break down

have the gage in activi-
ties ()flh(-lrdmim. The Union govern-
ment can through the Finance Com-

10 PEARS 460

L

we have
ourselves and unleash the awesome
energy of the national economy.

I—JUSE a !‘!QUQ!!_l

Ibelieve in innovation
and that the way you get
innovation is you fund
research and you learn

the basic facts.

BILL GATES

J

How to reform your son after you watched a TV show

MANU JOSEPH

Is a journalist, novelist, and the

Ay dear son, I'm watching Adoles-
| eenceon Netflix, and Ineed to over-

! articulate my limited understand-

ingoft rom
therapy and gender smdk:\ Ifyouwish tobe
a modern man, you must talk about your
feelings; talk, talk, talk. Not podcast: the
world doesn’t need another podeast froma
male. Talk to people who kove you, and since
they would be very few, also talk |nundﬂ

creator of flix series,
‘Decoupled’

d friends who I
You are showing some toxic dmszln ady,
or at least they seem toxic. For instance, you

spend hours alone because yo

love for sports demonstrates

aggression and ambition. You have never
plucked lefl  which is disturhy

Youdon't read made-up drama.

To reform you, | must force you to watch
Adalescence, whichisabout aboy of I3who s
suspected of murdering a girl his age. You
will suffer chiefly because it is slow. It'sa
show on adolescence for adults, like one of
those films made in India for foreigners,

You have a problem; it is a toxic sub-
stance called testosterone inside you. It
i 1 in

d, reduce h.

lhe bl
Ivingand V. .md
influences fat distribution. It also triggers
sexual desire. Most of what some feminists
think is caused by testosterone in men of
their age is probably caused by morning
cortisol: even so, testosterone influences
s daval fih,

called muscles from where the ill-gotten
powersof men arise. You have many times
the level of this hormone than a girl your
age, and that is worrisome.

Tam told by reformersof men that there
issomething called a‘manosphere,” which
is a devious world on the internet that
belongs to men, though it is hard to tell
what about this world does not belong to
men. Let us say the ‘manosphere’ is a lot
worse than the world that belongs to men.
Itis also filled with stuffthat hm smight ln

means, but it sounds like something good.
Also, you should read literary fiction. All
men should read it. This is the life-altering
advice of all knowledgeable reformers of
men, which includes men who are probably
blessed with low testosterone levels.
Inaworkofliterary fiction, you will find
delicate men who notice
the colour of curtains.

interested in, like videos by fit inst;

ors on making muscles. Fitness is a lum

through which young boys are radicalized.
Why are you building your muscles when

vou can do something better, like stretching

exercises or sitting in a lotus position with

eyes shut? Nobody knows what meditation

how that is not the same. You should
express emotions in ways that are interest-
ingto people who do not find sports inter-
esting. Though it was very moving to watch
Roger Federer cry. Men should cry more.
Your future girlfriend will hate you for it
because ideally men should cry only when
they win a grand slam, or
something as rare, but she

Like: “Grant caught sight Refofmers Of may not be able to admit it
oftwo layersof front-win- H in public. What matters is
dow curtains, both blue, menare aSklng what reformers of men say
one sheer and one silky, a boys to watch in public, which isthat you
matching blue sofa and a Must cTy more.
Seerharanon wyio  Adolescence’ | Foio e i
be enwboradiicn iy the hope that heai ety A
. E ¢ WRY ¢ o
safe, lunhkv muwul;r it WI“ pfove :iha.l )‘(lln will never hear
men. Even women who iabetics give sermons on
don't read find men who educative physical health; but much
read appealing. of the articulation of men-
My (hrllng 01, 4s you tal health isby people who
cansee, houldbe | say they arenot mentally bealthy. What can

to be more hko wnmk'll. but without their
bone density.

You should start expressing vour emo-
tions more. You may argue that any fool
who has watched sports will know that men
express their emotions freely. But some-

go wrong? Nothing, apparently. So you
must sitand listen to them talk about them-
selves.

Youwill observe in Adolescence how the
show’s female characters are constantly
‘regulating’ the emotions of men. This

means that when a muscular guy in deep
sorrow is getting angry with the world, flail-
ing his arms and expressing himself in a
negativeway (even though he is never cross
with his wife and daughter, whom he keeps
referring to as “love”), he is calmed by the
women wholet himvent. Thisaspect of the
series has reminded several reformers of
men that all peace in a family isa contribu-
tion of women because they ‘regulate the
emotionsof men.”

Look, you may not fully understand this
complex explanation from a‘sclence ofthe
humanities,' which by the way I forbid you
to follow as you must seek a more lucrative
career. What matters in life is not under-
standingall the good stuff, just knowing the
synopsis of all the good stuff.

When we sit to watch Adolescence, you
will notice a big flaw. We don’t see the point
of view ol the dead girl. Now that is because
the creators of the series are men and may
have indulged in something called the
‘male gaze,” which is a horrible device by
which male artists express only what they
know. You should, of course, condemn it,

Men who call other men ‘misogynists’ are
often frauds, but it is an excellent way to
defame your competition. Be smart, dear
son, be modern.
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China wanted to negotiate with Trump.
Now it's arming for another trade war.

Communication between Washington and Beijing is at a standstill, raising the prospects of a long cycle of tariff retaliation

feedbackgiitvemint com

eljing spent the first

months of President

Trump's second term

trying—and failing—to

figure out the new
administration’s approach to
China. Officials hoping to build
linesof communication with Wash-
ington had no luck.

With Trump's latest tariff
action, the magnitude ofhis trade
assault hit home and Beljing’s
hope for dialogue melted into frus-
tration and anger.

Until now its response had been
restrained. On Friday, Beijing
matched Trump's 34% additional
tariffs and for the first time it hit all
US. products, no exceptions. It also
restricted exports of certain rare-
earth minerals, added US. compa
nies to trade blacklists and aimed an
antitrust probe at the China opera
tions of US. chemicals and materi-
als company DuPont.

Trump's response Lo its retalia
tion suggested things would only
get worse. In a soclal-media post,
Trumpwrote, "CHINA PLAYEDIT
WRONG, THE NICKED-THE
ONE THING THEY NOT
AFFORD TO DO

The lack of communication
between the two sides shows no
signsofletting up. What lies ahead
Is likely 1o be a cycle of tit-for-tat
retaliation, making it hard to even
start negotiations in the near term.

Beljing had been cautiously opti
mistic in the Trumpadministration’s
first days. X Jinping dispatched atop
envoy toattend Trump's inaugura
ton, a move that was seen as an
opening for fruitful communication.
While Trump had threatened tohit
China with tariffs when campaign-
ing for president, he held offon Day
One. His only mention of China in
his inaugural speech, about wresting
the Panama Canal from Chinese
control, raised no alarms.

Trump had indicated that he was
opentoadeal with China, and Bei

tion, they found only closed doors,

Foreign Minister Wang Yisought
a meeting with Trump's national-
security adviser Mike Waltz in Feb.
ruary while he was in the US fora
United Nations meeting, according
to people who consult with senior
Chinese officials. Wang, who had
hoped to revive aline of communi
cation he had had with Waltz's pre-
decessor, Jake Sullivan, got
nowhere with the Trump team.

The full-blown trade war during
Trump's first term had strength-
ened Xi's resolve to fortify China
against a new Trump-like assault.
And yet, in the absence of contacts
with the Trump team, Washing
ton's most formidable adversary
settled on await-and-see approach.

Gone was the swagger Xi'steam
often projected in interactions with
Biden officials, When Trump set
1% tariffs on Chinese goods in two
separate rounds, China's retaliation
wis cautious.

[hen ey heshock of th
34% tariffs Trump slapped on
Chinaon Wednesday. That brings
the average US. import levies on
Chinese products to 76%, figuring
inthe previous 20% tariffs and lev-
les that predate Trump's second
term, according to Chad Bown, a
sendor fellow at the Peterson Insti-
tute for International Economics—
more than 20 times what it was
before Trump launched his first
trade war against China in 2018.
“That s 1 a cle '

The full-bh
against a new Trump-like assault.

Centerat the Brookings Institution
in Washington. *Beijing is almost
entirely in a reactive posture,”
Some foreign-policy and trade
analysts say Beljing was smart to
wait it out as Trump has also signifi-
cantly bumped up import levies on

with Xicould come in the “not too
distant future.” But given the
heightened pressure from the US,,
Chinese officials have indicated to
US.executives that Xiis unlikely to
visit the U.S, soon.

Trump's latest tariff moves

litional allies and other big trac
ing partners, ralsing the specter of
a global backlash against the US.

‘strategic decoupling’ with China,”
said a senlor economist in Beljing,
using a term from Trump's first-
term trade czar, Robert Lighthizer.
“Can we find a pathway toward
negotiations under such maximum
pressure? The lack of communica-
tion between the two sides might
make it difficult.”

Some policy advisers in Beljing
described the stunned reaction
within the Chinese system over
Trump's latest tariff increases.
That, the advisers sakd, raises ques-
tionsabout whether Beijing hasthe
ability o effectively negotiate with

that could b China.

A key reason for Bejing's defen-
sive posture, according to the peo-
ple who consult with senior Chi
nese officials, is that while Beljing
explores
whether it'sstill
possible  to
strike a trade
deal with Tramp, Xidoesn't want to
be seen as an overearnest suitor.

“Trumpand Xiarelocked ina par-
adox of pressure and pride,” said
Craig Singleton, asenior fellow at the
Foundation for Defense of Democra
ciesin Washington, “Trump'sstrat-
egy mixes maximum pressure with

Jing hoped toexpl centered
onwhat Chinaws as willing to offer,
such as more Chinese purchases of
American productsand more Chi-
nese investment in the US.

But in the following weeks,
wherever senior Chinese officials
tried to engage the new administra-

THE WALL STREET JOURNAL.

ments’ expectations, said the China
Finance 40 Forum, a Beijing think
tank, in a report Thursday. It esti-
matesChina'sexportstothe US will
drop by more than halfasa resule.
Nomore back-channeling
The Chinese political system
isn't built to
nimbly respond
to a leader like
Trump. Chinese
leaders rely heavily on established
ways to engage with the outside
world, including through back
channeling with adversaries,
During Trump's first term, Bei
Jing’s then-ambassador to Wash-
ington, Cui Tiankal, built connec-
tions with Trump's son-in-law
Jared hn\hnrrlhal helped facilitate

Trump toalleviate p the | sudden diph overtures—he
Chinese economy— .\n(l preventa | sees lev MR Kl
deeper decoupling with the US. complementary. Xi, by contrast, is

“The Trump ad is | methodical and risk-averse, relying

driving the agenda,” said Ryan
Hass, a former national-security
offickal in the Obama administra-
tionand now director of the China

on delay and discipline.”
1

IrX; i gleton

tween the twocapi-

trade war duvmg Donald Trumg's first term had strengthened Xi Jinping's resolve 1o fortify China

neuTERs

people who consult with Chinese
officlals. Beijing had hoped that

The fact that China didn’t appear
to figure as a primary focus for
Trump in his first two months was
unnerving to sendor Chinese offi
clals who had expected negotia-
tions between the two sides to
begin almost right away.

When Trump in his first two
months raised China tariffs by 20%,
citing China’s role in the fentanyl
crisis in the U.S., senior Chinese
officlals considered the fentanyl
Issue as a pretext intended to pres-
sure Belfing, according to the peo-
ple who consult with Chinese offi-
clals, The Xi leadership didn't rush
to talk to Trump or offer him any
concessions on the issue like lead
ers from Canada and Mexico did.

Addingto Beljing’s wait-and-see
approach was its belief that tariff
hikes threatened to push up infla-
tion in the U.S. and tank the U.S.
muarkets, prospects  officials
thought might force Trump to back
down, lluqm-plouui

ket

Chinaover the Panama Canal in his
inaugural address, leaders were
caught off guard when Hong
Kong's CK Hutchison announced a
dealtosell its Panama ports toa US.
investor group led by BlackRock.

Trump's statement that China
was operating the waterway and
that the U.S, was taking it back
was barely discussed among sen-
lorleaders, according to the peo
ple who consult with Chinese offi-
clals, No one thought to reach out
to CK Hutchison to pre-empt a
sale, they said.

If anything, the Xi leadership
thought it could use the Panama
port issue as a bargaining chip in
negotiations with the Trump
administration, which they
expected tostart soon,

Now China is in a no-win situa-
tion, trying to regain leverage with
an antitrust review of the CK
Hutchison transaction. But any
me o to interfere mllh the deal

WhenUS,
ground this year, some C hlmvw
commentators seized on the rise in
China's own stock markets, riding
the sudden fame of Chinese artifi-

Musk, whose company Tesla mak
half its electric vehicles in China,
could help counterbalance the
China hard-linerson Trump'steam.
Other U.S. business leaders, such
as Wall Street financiersthat Chinese
leaders have often tumed to in peri-
odsaftrouble, now see litthe upside
acting as a go-between for Bedj;
“Whowants that role?
American executive.
Beljing’s inability to think
beyond formal diplomatic protocol
has proven tobea mismatch witha
Trump team willing to engage only
with those closest to Xi. People
close to Beljing's thinking say that
when Trump's people have sug-
gested Xitop aides they would like
1o talk to—such as Xi's chief of staff,
Cal Qi — Bedjing has recolled, seeing
the political risk from such improv-
isation as unacceptable.
Meanwhile, China’s Commerce
Minister Wang Wentao had no luck
with February letters to Commerce
Secretary Howard Lutnickand U.S,

clul s p DeepSeck,
lnn-nw.n\l.t(hu(-lh.\l the Eastis
rising and the West is in decline.

“Within the Chinese govern-
ment, the view isthat the US. istak-
ing measures o alienate itself,” said
Craig Allen, a senior adviser to
A\Y

to Trump's
(h.luu- that China controls the
canal.

Officlals are eager 1o not repeat
the mistake and give up any lever-
age it might have with Washington
over TikTok as Trump weighs pro-
posals for divesting the app's |
operations from Chinese pary
ByteDance.

Inrecent meetings, according to
p('upll' lannh.u with the matter,

based ¢ firm

Cohen Group, who attended a
high-level economic forum in Bei-
Jing inlate March. “They think the
.S ison the wrong side and China
isonthe right side.”

Trump's sweeping tariffs could
be an opportunity for China to
attempt to capitalize on anger
against Washington, especially
among the US.'s traditional allies
and trading partners.

There are big challenges. With

cials have indicated to
v lnnlng U.S. business leaders that
Bedjing ts firmly against any form of
what they called “commercial rob-
bery” and in particular, against any
sale that would involve China losing
control over TikTok's algorithm,
the app’s secret formula for steering
content to users,

For now, the people said, no
negotiation over TikTok, or any
trade or economic matters, has yet
taken place between the Trump
administration and the Chinese

t. China will expect an

the new U.S. tariffs, even more Chi
e oo will b dtocoun
triesin B A Asda, where Jead

ers are already concerned about a
flood of Chinese products that have
Jeopardized jobs.

In addition, Beijing has deeply

tals. With the new Trump N
suchchannel has been established.

The current Chinese ambassador
to Wash Xie Feng, has tried

said, he risks looking weak.
Trump had suggested a meeting

in vain to engage with Trump
adviser Elon Musk, according to the

Trade Rep ive

Gree ul inlate Marc h.(.rwl

hedd an introductory video call with

Vice Premier He Lifeng, Wang's

superiorand a trusted Xi aide.
“The wrong side’

d Europe with its sup-
port for Moscow during Russia’s
three-year-long invasion of

Despite Trump's warning to

fF-ramyp to enter into any kind of
compromise, or even talks, one of
the people sald—for instance, if
Trump finds himself forced to pull
back on tariffs. After his sweeping
action, markets fell around the
world, but hardest in the U
For now, whoever is in the
driver’s seat of US.-China relations,

it's not Beljing.
£2025 DOW JONES & CO. INC.

Inside Elon Musk’s shock-and-awe months in the White House

]

WASHINGTON

oust Postmaster General

Louis DeJoy, whom Presi-
dent Trump appointed in his
first term, was a nudge from
Elon Musk.

DuringaFriday meeting last
monthat Trump's Bedminster,
NI, club, Musk complained to
the president that DeJoy
resdsting his cost-cutting effoets
at the US. Postal Service,
according to people briefed on
the conversation.

Trump had grown annoyed
with Deloy already, and
wanted the postal service pri-
vate and profitable, so he
planned to fire him the follow-
ing week, the people said. By
Monday. DeJoy announced
his resignation, effective
immediately.

In the months since Trump
tookoffice, Musk has alienated
some Trump aldes with his
chaotic approach to his role.
Worried Republicans are con-
cerned hisunpopularity could
cost them future elections, as it
did in Wisconsin this week.
Through it all, Musk has
retained his status as among
the most influential advisers in
Trump's White House—pro-
ducing shock-and-awe, for a

I n the end, all it took to

sald this past week that Musk,
who leads electric-vehicle
maker Tesla and SpaceX,
among other
eventually had toretum to his
companies. He is expected to
remain an informal adviser
and friend to Trump, White
House officials say.

Trump staffers, worried
about how Musk could
become a political albat
highlighted to Trump the
extent to which the Wisconsin
Supreme Court race—wherea
1s | liberal judge won despite
Musk and groups tied to him

But Musk has also helped
Trumpby absorhing criticism
for government cuts and other
politically unpopular moves
that might otherwise be
trained on Trump himself.

The president has tried w
smoothovercracks inthe rela-
tionship between Musk and the
rest of his team, After an early
March cabinet meeting, where
several cabinet secretaries aired
grievances about Musk, the
president pulled aside chief of
stafl Susie Wilesand told her to
improve relations between the
agencies and the man he
empowered to cut them.

clear th
guwmnn-nl © umnu zeal but

enterprises, | news.

and secret US war plans at the
Pentagon. Publicly, Trump
dismissed the report as “fuke
" Privately, he called the
potential briefing a conflict of
Iinterest given Tesla's exten:
sive operations in China and
was frustrated he didn't know
about it in advance.

The twomen could hardly be
moredifferent: Trump, 78 vears
old, Is a ¢

ost,

needed to manage
ump sakd, making it
t he backed Musk's

shock-and-a

the U

and using his unpaid perch to
wduw the federal bureauc-
punish critics and serve
intedocutor to Tramp.
Aides expect Musk to leave
his formal White House post
after his short-term assign-
ment ends, Trump himself

{rum his cabinet. Wiles now
hastwo long meetings a week
with Musk, people briefed on
the meetings sabd.

Trump was also unhappy
when he learned in mid-
March that Musk was sched-
uled toget a briefing on China

dwithe

wants to beseen in coat and tie
atalmost all times lovesto play
golf and has little interest in
technology. Musk, £
wearsa T-shirt and hat

They nevertheless have
forged a symbiotic hond. The
two men speak daily, often
many times, and Musk flits in
andout of meetings in the West
Wingand Oval Office, where he
haswalk-in privileges.

Trump has told others he
finds Muskto be funny, that he
appreciates both the world's
richest man's wealth, and the
Interest other world leaders
take in Musk. Members at
Trump's Mar-a-Lago club
Musk is with Trump almost
every weekend when the pres-
ident is there. The two talk
often about their skepticism

agencies, their hatred of for-
eignaid and the need to deport
illegal immigrants and close

S.border.

Senior White House offi
clals are even reading a popu
lar 2023 biography of Musk in
an attempt to better under-
stand him and his proclivities,

Trump brought Musk to the
NCAA wrestling champion-
ship in Philadelphia in late

asually
evenin

spending some$20 millionto | the White House —is awkward
defeat her—becameacontest | in conversation and has little
about Musk. Interest in sports.

the event.

beloved 1o
ridiculed,
ay | said people
who have

them,

team.

since

March, where Musk tried to
explain his work to others at

“Ithink they both think like
athletes, and athletes hate los-
ing,” sald Rep. Jim Jordan (R,
Ohio) who was with the two
men at the match.

Trump still sees Musk as
another business leader who
experienced the pain associ-
ated with going from being

spent time around both of

Karoline Leavitt, the White
House press secretary, called
Musk a critical part of Trump’s
“He's doing a tremen-
dous job cutting waste, fraud,
and abuse from our federal
government,” she said.

Shift to supporting Tramp

While Trump's political
persona has changed little
2016,
changed alot. That year, Musk
said about Trump on CNBC!
“He doesn't seem to have the

Donald Trump has tried 1o smooth over cracks in the
relationship between Elon Musk and the rest of his team. e
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wasn't stolen.

that billio;

rally in

Musk’'s has

sort of character that reflects
wellon the United States.”

As the 2024 campaign got
under way, though, Musk
became increasingly distruseful
of Democrats, He repeatedly
called Ronna McDanied, who
chadred the Republican National
Committee at the time, to com-
plain about the mumber of peo-
ple surging across the border,
and worried that the party

Last year, he said at a Palm
Beach, Fla., breakfast that he
wasn't a Republican and had
never voted for Trump—but
res needed to
back Trump to "save our coun-
try." Hewent all inafter Trump
was shot in July at a campaign
Pennsylvania,
impressed with his heroism.
He ultimately spent $300 mil-
Tion on November elections.

As hurricanes destroyed
swaths of North Carolina, in
October, Musk agreed to install

decisions, aide:

engineer

Trump entert. 1

SpaceX's Startink satellite ser-
vice there, impressing Trump,
who saw it asa political win for
him. Musk pitched the Depart.
ment of Government Effi-
clency to Trump, who prom-
ised him broad freedom.
Musk was involved in many
of the administration’s hiring

Meanwhile, 1rump has
trusted Musk with some of the
projects he is most interested
in. He made Musk a key go-be-
tween with Boeing over its
delayed new model of Air
Force One, according to peo-
ple familiar with the matter,
with Musk demanding to
speak to the planemaker's
‘i.lhl out the progress,

Onarecent evening at Mar-
a-Lago, Musk was on the patio
near Trump, twirling silver-
ware around on his pinkie as

|

clals said.

dividend”

tagged Musk.

by the Saudi g

lieutenants, White House offi-

Republicans around the
country have learned that
Musk is sometimes the easiest
way to get ideas in front of
Trump. James Fishback, the
head of investment firm Azo-
ria, proposed on X a "DOGE
where 20% of
DOGE's savings would be
returned to taxpayers, and

Within two hours Musk said
hewould share it with Trump,
who endorsed the idea the
next day at a Miaml invest-
ment conference sponsored

“Maybe it's just me, but I think
it'sared Nag,” Musk said

Trump later used the same
information in his speech to
Congress, even though some
of his senior advisers were
dubious of it. Trump's aides
have sought more information
from Musk about the claims,
hoping to substantiate some of
them, people familiar with the
matter said.

Trump's senior aldes and
cabinet have grown frustrated
with how Musk carries out his
haphazard foreign-aid and
other cuts, even ifthey broadly
agree with his goals.

Senators also have started to

material with Trump.

needed to
do more to
ensure the

election | a special

tus—like Musk's

Musk's influence
Trump is partially powered by
his close relationship with Ste-
phen Miller, Trump's domes-
tic-policy adviser and the
architect of the executive
orders, and Miller's wife, Katie,
government
employee who is viewed asone
of Musk's top aides. Katie Mil-
ler has been known to invoke
Musk's name and give orders
liberally at the White House, to
the consternation of other
staffers skeptical of her sta-
as an
unpaid, temporary employee
rather than a salaried one.

Musk has an office on the
second floor of the White
House, but the door is rarely
opened, and the lights are
never on, with Musk working
across the street instead with

tendency to absork

with | mation and then

Lobbyists say it ks impossi-
ble to get on Musk’s calendar
sothey create campaigns hop-
ing to reach him on X, in the
hopes he might then share the

Musk also has a Trump-like
infor-
add hisown
h.)'ll 10 i, at imes over-extra-
polating. In late February,
DOGE aide called Musk at the
conservative CPAC confer-
ence tosay they had identified
people who were listed in the
Social Security database as
being more than 120 years old,
but didn't say they had been

privately complain. After
Musk brandished a chain saw
on stage at the CPAC confer-
ence to underscore his cuts,
Sen. Lindsey Graham (R, S.C)
told other Senate Republl
that he imagined that clip
would be in every campaign
commercial against vulnera-
ble senators next year. A
a | spokeswoman for Graham said
he had worked closely with
Musk on budget issues.
Tramp has noted to advisers
how popularit istocut thegov-
emment, and bragged that
while other Republicans have
|1\ unlwdlum.l)u -:nh( uts, he

issued inapy

who heard the remarks.
Then he got on stage

benefit

priate checks. fonelt.
Musk told the aide to dig
deeper, according to a person

Aboard \Ir Force One on
Thursday, Trump told report-
ersthat Musk is “fantastic,” but

nd | left room for his exit.
riffed about how his team
found that the Social Security
databases included more than
+00 million Americans who
were alive and eligible for the
more than the cur-
rent population of Americans
of any age—and one person
was shown as 360 years old.

Musk will step back and
return to running his busi-
nesses, Trump said. “The
point at which time Elon's
gotta have to leave,” he said,
adding that time will come in
“afew months.”
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