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Unmistakable shift
India signalled a change in foreign
slicy stance at the SCO Sunu

ore than the outcomes, Prime Minister
M Narendra Modi's decision to visit China

for the Shanghai Cooperation Organisa-
tion (SC0) Summit was a clear message from the
government on a shift in its foreign policy out-
look. It has been seven years since Mr. Modi had
travelled to China, and his meeting with Chinese
President Xi Jinping was their first such bilateral
engagement since the military standoff of 2020,
It has been three years since Mr. Modi attended
the SC0 summit, a Eurasian grouping seen as de-
cidedly anti-western. Meamwhile, photographs of
the bonhomie between Mr. Modi, Mr. Xi and Rus-
sian President Viadimir Putin evoked memories
of an inactive Russia-India-China (RIC) trilateral.
The bulateral meeting with China saw the two
their approval to the normalisation
itiated in October 2024, leading from
troop disengagement along the LAC. The two
sides agreed to fast-track the boundary resolu-
tion process being discussed by their Special Re-
presentatives. They also gave the green light for
the resumption of direct flights, visa facilitation,
and the building of economic ties to “stabilize
world trade”. As Mr. Modi committed to “raking
forward ties .._based on mutual trust, respect and
sensitivity”, Mr. Xi called for the " Dragon (China)
and the Elephant (India) to come together™. Such
bonhomie was unthinkable even a year ago, and
it is clear that it has been driven, in some mea-
sure, by the U.S. moves to impose tariffs and
sanctions an India, and New Delhi's sense of mis-
trust about the Trump administration's inten-
tions. This allowed Mr. Modi and his delegation,
for the moment, to side-step some of the con-
cerns India has had over China’s actions, inchud-
ing its support to Pakistan during Operation Sin-
door, the blocking of Indian moves on UNSC
reformes and NSG membership, and holds on de-
signating Pakistan-based terrorists.

It was significant that the Tianjin declaration
included strong language against the “cross-bor-
der movement of terrorists”, albeit condemning
the Pahalgam attack and attacks in Balochistan
against Pakistani forces, in equal measure. The
declaration also saw the entire 500 membership
find comman ground on contentious issues such
as the humanitarian crisis in Gaza, and condem-
nation of U.S.-Israeli strikes on Iran, although In-
diz maintained its opposition to the paragraph
supporting China's Belt and Road Initiative. Mr.
Xi's plans for an SC0 Development Bank, and Mr.
Modi's suggestion of initiating a "Civilisational
Dialogue” between 500 members found men-
tion. While the outcomes and the optics made for
what Mr. Modi described as a “productive™ visit
o China, his itinerary missed some opportunities
for closer engagement with leaders from India’s
neighbourhood and the Global South, as he
skipped the “SC0 Plus™ Summit.

Buried in rubble
Eart ws need not be deadly if
building codes are followed strictly

fghanistan reeled on Monday in the wake
A of a strong earthquake and multiple after-
shocks, killing over 1,400 people, and in-
juring at beast 3,100. According to the United
States Geological Survey, the primary tremor was
an earthquake of magnitude 6.3 and had struck
near Jalalabad, Mangarhar province. After the
first tremor, of magnitude 6.3, at a depth of eight
kilometres, another earthquake, of magnitude
.7, struck around 140 km from the epicentre of
tial tremor. The impact of the disaster is
playing out in the Kunar and Nangarhar provine-
s where rescue efforts are on to find and extri-
cate survivors and locate bodies that are buried
under piles of rubble. What makes the salvage
operations particularly challenging are the limit-
ed resources available to authorities given that
the ruling Taliban regime faces multiple sanc-
tions, This has been particularly stark following
the withdrawal of the United States from Afghan-
istan in 2021, The United Nations and internation-
al humanitarian agencies have voiced their con-
dolences and expressed support to zid the
wounded and assist with relief operations.
Afghanistan, which abuts the Hindu Kush
mountains, and is at the junction of the Indian
and Eurasian tectonic plates, lives under the con-
stant threat of an earthquake. Since 1900, there
have reportedly been 12 earthquakes with a mag-
nitude greater than 7 in north-east Afghanistan.
In October 2023, the western Herat provinee was
devastated by an earthquake of magnitude 6.3,
and several aftershocks, which killed more than
1,500 people and damaged or destroved more
than 63,000 homes. Given the vulnerability of
the region, it also bears out that earthguakes of
this magnitude and epicentre-depth cause much
less damage to lives and property in several parts
of the world. Delhi, in February 2025, reported a
quake of magnitude 4, at a relatively shallow —
and, therefore, potentially more devastating —
depth of five kilometres below the surface. True,
a quake of magnitude & is roughly 100 times
more powerful than a one of magnitude 4 assum-
ing similar depths of origin, but there was no
physical damage at all reported anywhere in Del-
I, At the other end, Chile is regularly besieged by
quakes greater than a magnitude of 6, with all ac-
counts suggesting minimal infrastructural dam-
age and no attributable casualties. This is due to
the country’s focused commitment to enforcing
building codes. Earthquakes need not be a death
sentence and Afghanistan must take decisive
steps to strengthen its building codes and work to
spread awareness on their enforcement.
o

India needs more women judges in the Supreme Court

ith the retirement of Justice
Sudhanshu Dhulia, on August 9,
2025, there were two vacancies in
the Supreme Court of India. It

‘was an opportune time to correct the acute
gender imbalance in the Court and appoint
‘women judges, but this did not happen. Justice
BN, Nagarathna is the sole woman judge out of
the full strength of 34 judges in the Court. Asa
member of the Collegium, when she expressed
her dissent over a recent appointment to the
Court { Justice Vipul Panchaoli) on the ground that
there were others more senior, and on the basis
‘of regional representation, her dissent was not
taken into consideration. Justice Pancholi and
Justice Alok Aradhe were sworn in as judges of
the Court on August 2%, 2025,

This nist anly invites us to review the
procedure of appointment of judges in India's wp
«court but also to examine and question the severe
lack of women judges, which, directly, has an
impact on how women judges and their views are
considered. There must be a focus on the
0 lete exclusion of ap of women in
the Court and what that means for the country
today.

Scant appointments, a lack of diversity
Historically, only 11 women have been appointed
to the Court till date, which is a mere 3.8% of the
287 judges who have been appointed since its
inception in 1950. The details of the women
Supreme Court judges are: Justice Fathima Beevi
{October 6, 1989-April 29, 1952); Justice Sujata V.
Manohar (November 8, 1994-August 27, 1994);
Justice Ruma Pal (January 28, 2000-June 2,
2006); Justice Gyan Sudha Mishra (April 30,
2010-April 27, 2004); Justice Ranjana Prakash
Dhesai (September 13, 2001-October 29, 2014);
Justice R. Banumathi {August 13, 2004-July 19,
2020); Justice Indu Malhotra (April 27,

2018 March 13, 2021); Justice Indira Ba

{August 7, 2008 September 2%, 2022); Justice Hima
Kohli (August 31, 2021-September 1, 2024); Justice
Bela M. Trivedi (August 31, 2021 June 8, 2035);
Justice BV, Nagarathna (August 31, 2021-Octoher
29, 2027).

The last appointment of women to the Court
was on August 31, 2021 when the Collegium, led
by then Chief Justice of India (CJD, N.V. Ramana,
appointed three women judges. This was seen as
unprecedented because even the appointment of
three women at one go was a rarity. Along with
Justice Indira Banerjee, who was already on the
Bench, it was, for the first time, that there was.
maore than 10% representation of women in the
Court. There has also been also a total absence of
«caste diversity among women judges in the Court
as this has not led to the appointment of women
from the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes.
Justice Fathima Beevi remains the sole woman
judge in the Court from a minority Eaith.

There is a significant gender disparity in the
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number of direct appointees to the Court from
the Bar, or lawyers directly elevated from
practice. From 1950, nine male judges have been
elevated to the Court directly from the Bar.
However there has been only one woman till
date, Justice Indu Malhotra; no other woman
lawyer has been appointed to the Court, despite
there being women Senior Advocates in the
Court. In fact, there is a gap in the appointment
of women lawyers as judges, both in the High
Courts and the Supreme Court, which is
shocking. Across the world, the Bar is viewed as
the traditional route into the judiciary and
appointments to the higher judiciary are often
seen as the final phase of a career for a lawyer.
However, this does not hold true for women
lawyers in India and is a glaring area of
discrimination that women in the legal profession
face.

Women in the Supreme Court are also
appointed much later in age, which severely
limits their time on the Bench and their
opportunities to rise to positions of seniority. Ouwt
of 11 women judges in the Court till date, only five
women have been a part of the Supreme Court
Collegium, with only three having been involved
in appointments to the Court. Justice Indu
Malhotra and Justice Fathima Beevi had tenures
that were shorter than three years, a fate shared
by only five male Court judges historically. The
delayed age of appointment for women results in
women judges not making it to the Collegium ar
as Chief Justice of India. The first woman CJ1 will
be Justice Magarathna, who is scheduled to be
appointed for only 36 days (September 24, 2027
to October 29, 2027).

Procedure and criteria for appointments
The manner of appointments is also a matter of
concern. According to the Memorandum of
Procedure of Supreme Court Judges, the
appointment of a Judge of the Court is decided by
the CJI, in consultation with a Collegium of the
four seniormaost Judges of the Court. After receipt
of the final recommendation of the CJI, the Union
Minister of Law, Justice and Company Affairs will
put up the recommendations to the Prime
Minister who will advise the President of India in
the matter of appointment.

There is no darity as to on what basis.
appointments will be made as the criteria are not
public. In 2017, the Collegium headed by then CJI
Dipak Misra made public some of the resolutions
of the Collegium on the Supreme Court website
which included reasons for appointments. The
Collegiums led by subsequent CJls were not
consistent in providing the reasons for its
recommendations. What we do know is that at
warious times, the caste, religion ar region of
candidates have been considered for
appointments. Reasons for appointments during
the tenure of CJI DY. Chandrachud were more
elabarately stated in the Collegium resolutions.

When caste, religion and regional
representation are considered as criteria for
appointments, why is gender not institutionalised
as a criterion for appointment of judges to the
Court? It is clear that, presemb pender is not
taken into consid t all for
of judges to the Supreme C.ounand High Courts.
This is a matter of serious concern.

The Collegium process is also shrouded in
secrecy, without any transparency as to who is
being considered and when. Appoi that
are being considered to the higher judiciary
should be made open and public. Candidates
considered should be persons of exceptional
intellectual and legal ability, with sound
judgment and an excellent record of work, and
must show sensitivity to the needs of different
communities and groups. There must be a
commitment for diversity and inclusion of
gender, caste, religion and regional
representation, which has to be institutionalised
in the form of 2 written policy in the hlgher
judiciary, so that gender representation is

mandatory.

When former CJls have been asked why
women were not appointed to the Court, various.
palhatrvE reasons have been given suu:h as the

of women in seni The
present appointments show that seniority was
given a go-by as several women judges of the High
Courts who were more senior were not
considered. Further, there is no seniority
required for appointment of women lawyers
directly to the Court, which has also not been
done since 2018, when Justice Indu Malhotra was
appointed.

The Supreme Court of India has been a
pioneer on gender equality and gender inclusion.
It has even directed Bar associations to mandate
30% of elected seats and office bearer posts for
women. However, there is no institutionalised
mandate for gender representation in the
constitutional courts. It is time that this changes.

As a way to create greater trust, confidence
The presence of women judges on the Bench is
vital to the Court. Women judges bring unique
perspectives to the Court based on their personal
and professional experiences with the law, which
can have a significant impact on judicial
outcomes. Bringing different perspectives and
diverse forms of reasoning on the Bench creates
greater public trust and confidence as it
integrates varied social contexts and experiences.
that need to be valued. Most importantly, the
presence of women judges of varying
backgrounds in the Supreme Court will make it a
truly representative court, for all citizens which it
iz intended to serve.

The Supreme Court of India is India's top
court. All its elaboration of gender equality would
hold meaning only if there are enough women
judges in the top court.

The Supreme Court to the soldier’s rescue

about the Supreme Court of India taking up,

suo motu following a media report, the case
of cadets who have been boarded out of military
academies after sustaining severe injuries and
disabilities during their training. It has indeed
been a travesty of justice that the spedial needs
and requirements of young boys who came
forward to serve the nation, and who sustained
severe and debilitating injuries, were not fully
catered to by the state till now. The Cowrt may
like to dig deeper in this issue.

In cases that involve monetary grants and
compensation, there is always a conflict between
the understanding of the organisation (read
bureaucracy) of the lifelong consequences of
serious medical infirmities and the reality that
extant rules cannot cover all variations of human
misfortune sustained in the line of military duty.
The two virtues that are needed are fexibility and
empathy. Here are two examples that would
suffice.

l t was with a sense of relief that one read

The case of a mother-to-be

In 1988, this writer was a member of the
committes that was in charge of the paperwork of
an Indian Air Force (IAF) pilot who had died ina
flying accident. His wife was expectant that time.
According to the rules in force, the family
pension for a widow with a living child was
almost double that for a lady who did not have
children. The rule book was silent on enhanced
pension for a widow who was expectant and who
wionld have the child later, and would, thus,
require additional finandial support within a few
manths. We spoke to everyone who mattered.
Though everyone understood the unique issue,
the answer we always got was that “rules are
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rules.” We were asked ‘to put up a case' to the
government for special consideration for the lady.
But why should this be a special case? Why
should it not be 3 general rule for any such
misfortune? In the event, we did just that and the
rules were amended. However, it still took a few
years for the change to happen.

When a Governor acted

Two decades ago, an IAF Cheetah helicopter
crashed in the Siachen Glacier. Those who have
served on the Glacier will know the extreme
dangers that are omnipresent in operations at an
altitude of 20,000 feet. Unfortunately, one of the
pilots died while the other pilot sustained severe
head injuries which would have led to his
invalidation from service. The family would have
suffered severe hardships had it been left to fend
for itself outside the cocoon of the IAF. The
Commodore Commandant of the helicopter unit
contacted the Governor of Chhattisgarh, the State
the pilat was from, and the officer’s father met
him to request that his son be granted a few years
of extension till he got better. The Governar,
Shekhar Dust, who had served in the Indian Army
and was a former Defence Secretary, responded
with gusto and contacted the then Defence
Minister, A.K. Antony (2006-14). Mr. Antony
ensured the pilot’s extension. The pilot got
another extension during the tenure of a later
Diefence Minister, Manohar Parrikar (2014-17).
The Government must be lauded for doing its
duty to a worthy combatant.

All this raises a series of serious questions.
What would have happened had the stars not
aligned the way they did? What if the Governor
had not been a former serviceman who
understood the dangers involved in air operations

in a combat zone and went out of his way to help?
Why should the government not be flexible and
forthcoming in implementing the rules for the
benefit of all defence and security personnel who
put themselves in harm's way to ensure India’s
security — and not just in selected cases?

An attitude that must change

These are relevant questions because within 10
days of the media article highlighting the ravails
of the disabled cadets and the Supreme Court
having taken suo motu notice, the government,
on its own volition, acted. It granted these cadets
medical benefits that are on a par with benefits
Eiven to ex-servicemern.

The cold fact is that over the years, there have
been a number of media reports highlighting the
plight of injured and disabled cadets and their
difficulties that their families face. Yet, the
bureaucracy has remained unmoved. The
bureaucracy needs to answer tough questions by
the higher judiciary about a heartless attitude.

The bureaucracy also needs to be made aware
of the 'George Fernandes solution’ when it was
procrastinating on the purchase of snow scooters.,
George Fernandes, the then Defence Minister
(1998-2001) sent the bureaucrats to Siachen to
make them understand why the jawans needed
the snow scooters there.

The bureaucracy should also have a look at
Chanakya's timeless quote on a soldier’s dues
{paraphrased here so that the medical needs of
soldiers are addressed with empathy)- ‘the day
the soldier has to demand his dues will be a sad
day for Magadha, for then, on that day, you will
have lost all moral sanction to be King™.

It is time for the *King' to act now — in full
measure.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Better ties with China

Tha fact that India and
China have expressed their
commitment to a fair
resolution of the border
issue augurs well for
bilateral relations between
the two neighbours (Front
page, September 1). One
only hopes that this
commitment would lead to
a faster de-escalation and
withdrawal of troops along
the Line of Actual Control as
well as the restoration of
status quo ante as it existed
in April 2020 as quickly as

possible. This would
facilitate a much fastar
normalisation of ties. The
decision to strengthen
people-to-people tIES and

unpredictable as far as the
border issuz is concernad.
Pragmatism should be the
wiatchword for India in

dealing with China.

the trade
assumes greater
significance at this juncture
and could become a
game-changer in the

current geopolitical context.

However, while improving
relations with China in the
light of the Trump tariff war
is important, India needs to
tread with caution as China
has proved earlier to be

ju
Hydlirabiad

‘While the apparent thaw in
Indiz-China relations may
be read as a strategic
manoeuvre in the shadow
of LS. tensions, histary
cautions against uncritical
optimism. Jawaharlal
Mehru's misplacad faith in
China culminated in the

1862 debacle, while the
Gahwan clash underscored
China's persistent duplicity.
Even during Operation
Sindoor, China lent its tacit
support to Pakistan.
Dialogue and diplomacy
remain essential, but they
must not come at the
expense of vigilance. India
must engage with China in
a pragmatic manner.
Muskan Kumari,

Patiala, Purjah

Politics and Katchatheevu
At a time when Mew Delhi's

relations with Maldives and
China are improving,
political parties in Tamil
Nadu are playing spoilsport
by raising the issue of
India's retrieval of
Katchatheewu. {'World®
page, "Dissanayake makes
surprise Katchatheevu visit,
vows to protect Sri Lankan
territory”, September 2| it
has been documented that
this is territory that cannot
be reclaimed. There was
also cabinet consent, which
is a known fact in Tamil
Madu. Why then do political

parties want to upset the
apple cart? After the
swearing-in of the new
Lankan government,
bilateral relations between
India and Sri Lanka are
better. Local political
bigwigs and new political
entrants in Tamil Nadu
should act with restraint
and responsibility.

AN, Narayanan,

Chennai

Letters ernailed to
letters@thehindu.coin

st carry the postal address
and the full name.
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Sickle cell: The battle for disability justice

n March 2024, the Indian
government issued revised
guidelines under the Rights
of Persons with Disabilities
(RPWII) Act, 2006, These
guidelines provide a framework
for assessing the extent of
disability of people with two
copies of the sickle cell gene, or
with hoth sickle cell and beta
thalassaemia, or Hb D.
Sickle cell disease (SCD) is a
painful, progressive, and disabling

blood disorder, disproportionately

affecting marginalised
communities. Recognition under
the Act was expected to provide
reservations in the allotment of
agricultural land and housing,
poverty alleviation and
development schemes, and
education, work, and healthcare
for those with the disease. The
RPWD Act, 2016 extends
reservations in public sector
employment under the 4% quota
for persons with vision and
‘hearing loss, locomotor
disabilities, and intellectual
disabilities. However, individuals
with 5C0 and other blood
disorders are not included in the
quata. This decision has sparked
disappointment and criticism.

The narrow lens of disability
The RPWD Act, 2016, marked a
step towards protecting the rights
of persons with disabilities, and
promating their full inclusion in
society. The law, which aligns with
the UN Convention on the Rights
of Persons with Disabilities,
promises dignity, equality, and
nom-discrimination. It expanded
the legal definition of disability
and introduced rights-based
protections for persons with
‘benchmark disabilities”. Section
2(r} of the Act states that the term
‘benchmark’ is used to identify
individuals with disabilities who
meet & certain threshold of
impairment, specifically 40% or
more. Persons with benchmark
disabilities are entitled to free
school education as well as
reservations in higher educational
institutions, development
assistance programmes, and
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The continual
reliance on
biomedical
scoring and
exclusion of
people with
sickle cell
disease from full
protections
undermines the
very purpose of
recognising the
condition under
the Act

Lessons from Gauri Lankesh’s murder trial

art of an unfortunate trend

The sluggish trial is not an aberration: it is

government employment. To claim this benefit and many

However, this 40% threshold other government schemes,
excludes many individuals with individuals must obtain a
disabilities whose assessed disability certificate, issued under
impairment falls below this mark. Section 58 of the Act.
Community experiences show The major barrier lies in the Kuomal Majumder
that the disability percentage is far | certification process. A medical Kamataks
from an ohjective measure. autharity, including the chief wao years ago, Karnata-
Different hospitals, medical medical officer, evaluates and ka Chief Minister Sid-
heards, and doctors can assign certifies disability. Diagnosis daramaiah had said at
ditferent percentages to the same reports of confirmatory tests must an  event commemorating
person, depending on their Ibe from a government or standard journalist Gauri  Lankesh’s
personal judgment. As a resuls, lab. Further grading of disability murder that justice would be
disabling conditions that beyond the baseline of 407% is served when her killers are
significantly impact an individual's | based on a scoring system that convicted. Yet, eight years af- | vears after Hindustan journal-
life may sill fail to qualify as a assigns points to a range of ter her murder, the trial is still | ist Rajdev Ranjan was killed in
benchmark disability. complications, such as pain, blood o be completed. It began only | Siwan, Bihar, a CBI court deli-

SCD is not abways visibly transfusion requirements, and in March 2022 - nearly five | vered its verdict on August 30
disabling, but it is debilitating. neurological complications. This vears after Gauri was shot | this year. Three men were
Individuals with SCD experience system often fails to capture the dead in front of her house — | convicted, but one of the key
recurrent episodes of intense full extent of the condition’s and has moved at a glacial | accused walked free, whl]e the
pain, fatigue, anaemia, organ impact, Espetl.dl} 'when the pace. Out of the 532 wi alleged former
damage, and frequent iginally listed, only 193 have | MP Mohammad Shahabud-
hospitalisations, often starting in episodic. ‘Thls ap'prnach misses been examined. Hearings are | din, was never charged before

early childhood. These episodes
«can disrupt schooling, diminish
emplayment and livelihood
opportunities, and drastically
reduce life expectancy. Stigma and
discrimination compound these
barriers, particularly for Adivasi
and Dalit communities.

the sociceconomic and emotional
toll on people with SCD. A young
person may miss school due to

h lisation or lose jobs due to
debilitating pain — all without
qualifying for a ‘higher' score.
‘Worse still, the certification
process is largely inaccessible for

confined to just 3.5 days a
maonth, derailed by frequent
adjournments, a revolving
door of presiding judges, and
endless  procedural  ma-
noewvres from the defence.
The outcome? OF the 18 ac-
cused, 17 are out on bail -

The RPWD Act was intended to | the people who need it most. For their release enabled not by
move away from a medicalised, Adivasi and Dalit patients in rural proof of nnocence but by the
narrow understanding of disability | or remote areas, arranging system's own lethargy — and
that prioritises visible, physical diagnostic tests or travelling one remains absconding.
impairment over the chronic, distances to district hospitals for Gauri's sluggish trial is not
fluctuating, and invisible ones. evaluation can be impossible. an aherration; it is part of an

The continual reliance on
biomedical scoring and exclusion
of people with SCD from full
protections undermines the very

Several reforms are required to
ensure the Act lives up to its
promise. Extending job
reservations to individuals with

unfortunate trend. Data from
the Committee to Protect Jour-
nalists (CPJ) shows that more
than &1 journalists have been

purpose of recognising the 5CD and related blood disorders killed in India since 1992 for
condition under the Act. would acknowledge their their work, and at lbeast 19

condition as a significant, lifelong murders have been unsolved
The burden of proof disability. Reforming the between 2084 to 2024, CPI's
In India, several schemes provide certification process to account for Global Impunity Index calew-
special benefits to individuals with | fluctuating and invisible lates the number of unsolved

a certified degree of disability. For

disabilities would reflect a

journalist murders as a per-

his death due to COVID-9 in
20021, In the 1999 killing of Out-
look cartoonist Irfan Hussain,
the accused walked free in
2006 because investigators
failed to establish each piece
of circumstantial evidence.
The case of The Indian Express
journalist Shivani Ehatnagar,
also murdered in 1999,
dragged on for nine years. Fi-
nally, the Dethi High Court ac-
quitted the main accused in
2011 citing insufficient proof.
In Assam, the 1996 case in-
volving the assassination of
editor Parag Kumar Das
wound its way through 13
vears of imvestigation and trial
before the last surviving ac-
cused was acquitted in 2000,
Each of these cases reflects a
grim pattern: weak investiga-
tions, intimidated or hostile
witnesses, and justice lost in

instance, Odisha and Himachal rights-based lens rather than a centage of each country’s | judicial limbeo.

Pradesh offer enhanced pension purely biomedical one. population. In 2024, India What  distinguishes the
schemes for individuals with Disability is a lived experience, ranked 13 on the Index. murder of journalists from
severe disabilities. Under Section not only shaped by physical Close to a year after Gauri’s | other homicides is its direct
80U of the Income Tax Act, 1961, health, but also by social killing, Kashmiri editor Shu- | assault on the public's right o
those certified by the authorised exclusion, structural barriers, and jaat Bukhari was gunned | know. These are not just priv-
medical authority as having a policy gaps, and unless Indias down outside his office in Sri- | ate tragedies; they are consti-

disahility are eligible for a flat
deduction of 175,000 from their
total income, increased to .25
lakh in cases of severe disability.

recognition of SCD brings real
rights and protections, it risks
becoming exclusion disguised as
inclusion.

nagar's press enclave. To this
day, we still do not know who
killed Bukhari, let alone seen
anyone  prosecuted.  Nine

tutional violations. Article 19
(ya) of the Constitution,
which the Supreme Court has

called the “foundation of all

democratic organisations,” is
shredded each time a journal-
ist is killed and the trial al-
lowed to rot. These tragedies
silence stories and warn oth-
ers that truth can be sup-
pressed with bullets.

Recognising this danger,
the Press Council of India
(PCI) intervened in 2016 after
Ranjan's killing. PCI chairper-
son Justice C.K. Prasad wrote
to the Eihar Chief Minister and
the Union Home Minister de-
manding a special law to pro-
tect journalists. His recom-
mendation was unequivocal:
murders of journalists should
be tried in special fasttrack
courts. At the time, the PCI
pointed out that %6% of jour-
nalist murder cases had not
been concluded. Eight years
later, Gauri's trial demon-
strates how prescient it was.

In May 2023, Mr. Siddara-
maizh agreed to Gauri's sister
Kavitha's demand o shift the
trial to a fast-track court. Ho-
wever, Kavitha told the CPJ
that the Karnataka High Court
rejected the request in 2024,

Journalist murders are not
just a domestic failure but also
a breach of India’s internation-
al obligations. Under Articles 2
and 19 of the International Co-
venant on Civil and Political
Rights, India is obligated w
protect media workers and
ensure prompt, thorough, and
effective investigations into at-
tacks against them. The UN
Plan of Action on the Safety of
Journalists  reinforces  this
responsibility.

If special courts can be
created for politicians and for
crimes against women and
children, they can be created
for journalists whose work sa-
feguards the very foundations
of democracy too. Anything
less is complicity in silence.

Kunal Majumer i the India
Representative of the infermational
press frovdam advocacy group., CE
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Steepest jump in private tuition enrolment among rural girls

While a significant rural-urban gap continues to persist., it has narrowed slightly over the last seven vears

DATA POINT

Vignesh Radhakrishnan

he share of Indian school-
T children enrolled in priv-

ate coaching has risen
sharply over the past seven years,
according to government data.
This increase is particulardy pro-
nounced in rural areas, which are
quickly catching up with urban
centres. While enrolment in priv-
ate tuitions has grown across all le-
vels, the steepest rise is seen at the
higher secondary level. Notably, at
this level, the sharpest rise was re-
corded among rural girls,

In this analysis, private tuition
refers to academic suppart outside
school, covering both regular stu-
dies and preparation for competi-
tive exams.

Chart 1 shows the share of stu-
dents taking private coaching in
2018 and 2025 across different le-
vels of schooling. In both years,
the lowest share of students in
private tuition (around 12%) was
recorded at the pre-primary level.
The share rose steadily with each
successive level of schooling.

In 2018, nearly 16% of primary,
22% of middle, 30% of secondary,
and 27.5% of higher secondary stu-
dents were enrolled in private tui-
tion classes. The corresponding fi-
gures in 2025 were about 23%,
30¢%, 38%, and 3T%. As noted ear-
lier, there was a 9.5% point in-
crease in the share of higher se-
condary school children enrolling
in private tuition. This was the
highest among all levels,

Chart 2 shows the share of
higher secondary students taking
private coaching in 2018 and 2025
across genders and locations.
Among rural students, the share
has increased from around 23% to
about 33% (10 point increase).
Among urban students, the share
has increased from about 37% to
45% (& point increase). Though
there is a sharper rise among rural
students, the share of them taking

%

private tition in 2025 remains
about 4 points lower than that of
such urban students in 2018. So,
while the urban-rural gap persists,
it has narrowed slightly.

Among rural boys, the share
rase from about 25% to 34% (9
point increasel; for rural girls, it
climbed from nearly 20% to 32% (a
12 point increase). In contrast, the
rise was more moderate among ur-
ban boys (& points) and urban girls
(10 points).

While private coaching is wides-
pread across maost States, it is par-
ticularly pronounced in the east-
ermn and some of the north-eastern
States. Chart 3 shows the share of
students enrodled in private coach-
ing in 2025 across all levels of
schooling and States. If all school
levels are taken wogether, the east
ern States stand out as stark out-
liers: about 75% in West Bengal,
57% in Odisha, 52.5% in Bihar, and
nearly 40% in Jharkhand attend
private tuition, compared with the
national average of 27%. Among
the north-eastern States, Tripura
led with close to 79% private tui-
tion takers and Manipur with 48%.

More importantly, the culture of
private coaching begins much ear-
lier in the eastern and north-east-
ern States. At the pre-primary (kin-
dergarten) level, about 34% of
students in Odisha, West Bengal,
and Tripura attend private coach-
ing, compared to a national aver-
age of about 12%.

The continuing surge in private
tition  classes, when viewed
alongside the indings of the Jus-
tice A.K. Rajan Committee on the
impact of NEET in Tamil Nadu,
points to a worrying trend. The
committee found that in 2019-20,
99% of students admitted to MEES
courses in the State had attended
coaching  classes, and many
among them were candidates who
had taken the exam at least twice
before securing admission. This
trend holds true for most high-pro-
file examinations in India. The
steady rise in private tition and
the heavy financial burden it plac-
5 on parents are key concerns,
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FIFTY YEARS AGOD SEFTEMBER 3, 1975

India’s concern over IM
new move on gold

Washington, Sept. 2: India to-day told Finance
Ministers and central bankers assembled here
for the annual meeting of the International
Monetary Fund and the World Bank that as the
serious balance of payment deficits faced by
developing countries were not likely to
disappear or diminish in the next few years,
there was an imperative need to extend the life
of the 0l Facility created by the IMF last year
bevond 1975.

The Finance Minister, Mr. C. Subramaniam,
said that the Oil Facility which was set up with a
target of five billion SDRs in funds, should have
suitable concessions built into it and should
continue in aperation until a proper substitute
for it was found.

One such substitute is the proposal for a Trust
Fund with about 1.5 billion SDRs, realised
through the sale of one sixth of the gold held by
the IMF. Mr. Subramaniam felt that this was
much too modest a sum and that the target
should be at least four billion SDRs. “If this
earmarking of IMF gold for the benefit of the
developing countries is not to be reduced to an
empty gesture, it must be accompanied by more
effective arrangements to meet both the
liquidity and resource needs of the poor
countries.” The multiplicity of uses which
different countries have in mind for this modest
sum of gold was also surprising, he said. “Some
see it as a substitute for the Oil Facility; others
wvisualise it as a source of funds for the third
window of the World Bank; yet others want to
use it for an export stabilisation fund

Mr. Subramaniam who spoke to Washington
the day after Dr. Kissinger's plan for a $10 billion
“Development Security Facility™ was unveiled
before the special U.N. session in New York, did
not comment on that proposal because he had
not yet studied it in detail.

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO SEPTEMBER 3, 1925
. 5 . .
Miners' strike in USA.
Philadelphia, Sept 1: In ¢ e of the
dispute over wages eight hundred and
twenty-eight anthracite mines closed at
midnight and one hundred and fifty thousand
miners quitted work. There has been no
disorder. On the other hand, the miners and
their families are at present holidaying. Their
leaders have extracted a pledge from the strikers
to obey the law.

»
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How dead birds, old maps are helping
scientists track biodiversity loss

A new study’s methods highlight the sort of innovation researchers can resort w in order to elicit new ecological and conservation wisdom, While field-based studies remain
invaluable to understand the natural history of a habitat or species, data collected decades ago provide historical conext to current baselines

Sutietha Labicl

he Nilgiri mountains in the
Western Ghits are
Blodiversity hotspot, home o
diverse array of birds,
mamimals, plants, and other lie forms,
salled the ‘Blue mountiins' because of
the blooming of Strobilanthes Dowers, the
INiligleds are home to many species that are
endemic and of conservation concern,
ncluching the Nilgiri pipit, the Nilgic
shokakili, and the Nilgiri laughingthrush.
In a study recently published in Global

Change Biology, Vijay Ramesh and a team
nd seientists from institutes in Indis, the
L ained the U5, explored how changes

ln larwdl use in thye last 170 years affected
the diversity of birds in the Nilgiri
mountain range, The team complled data
from 1w soue
fiedd-based surveys.

‘Lack of recognition®

First, they digitised geographical
indormation from birds collected by
British ornithologlsts in the late 1800s and
whibch ar rved in natural history
museums, Then they revisited and

ed 42 of the same sites where

jcal surveys were conducted. The
team also digitised :l_|||s:rn|'|r: [l use

1
The hl];.lr: plpi
baathy of which are restricted o g

v lark
ssland
red the

analysed GIS hw-d larsd-cover change to
shaw that the exte nids had
decreased by BO%: from 993 sq. km in
1848 1o just 200 s, km in 2018,

However, to thelr surprise, the
sclentists also found that the abundance
bout 53% of forest birds has been
atively stable in the last century, This is
because much of the grassland habitats
b been replaced over time by wooded
forests — In the form of elther exotic
plantations or woody invasive species - in
response 1o increasing temperature,

This switch allowed forest-dependent

species i new, alternative habitat, keeping
thyelr albstin sle, thie team arguied,
st threat is the lack
cds as an

L People

5C 5

he wider elforts are always
targeted at cos Ing forests and
planting trec Rorbin, thor of
vl associate professor at ISER

1.
Bevond the findings themsel the
stisely's methods are notable. They

highlight the soet of innovation
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researchers ean resort to in order w elicit
new ecologleal and conservation wisdom,
i'ahllv field-based studies remain

be to understand the natural
|II-|m| v of a habits at or species, dara
collected de
context to current hlmlswr 1y haselir
al daea |1|uu.- TS
cormpirison
which ks not possible with
iral history museums
wrly important repository of such
rieal data,

ile many such museums arcund the
1 reputation for wowing
nh.u..- with anly
5. l!:r vilst

ackiees.

1I|.:r are

l]ll e .ntrnllnl Tacilitl
makntained by o team of curators,

Ihldlu.hh. and facility managers, These
that naturalists have collected
s from around the workd.

e vital for blodiversity

acility at th
al Hengalury
hhlurn il rm'unls: ol

ntists have used records from
museums o describe many new species,
understand the migration of birds,
document changes in anbmals’ body skes
In response to clis i, and 1o

Strobilanthis kunthiong in full bloam oo the slapes of the NILgIrs. Satyvamsaantis B

Many specimens legally collected
avceniury are housed in these
collections What is the responsibility
of musewms o allow access?

v

RIS T VLALLM
SATURAL HISTORY ATT
MINNIZTA

dckate the collapse of entire
communities of birds, In the new study as
well, the researchers examined

5 of birds collected in the early
18008, which were preserved
along with data about their locatien, the
date on which the specimen was
collected, and by whom,

With the number of specimens of each
species from historical and modern
periods, the sclentists used a new
Bayesian statistical method called held
thundance-museum abundar AMA),
s maethesd |1|-<|Wl'\| the researchers o
In bundance of each
1!I|tk|.<' period, ultimately
tic decline in the
abundance of grassland birds across the
Milgiris

Access to archives
These and other sclentists have also used
different archival materials such as
journals, old papers, and maps o
complete unbnished siories of
biodiversity collapse. In the study from
the Nilgiris, for example, the researchers
used the first land-cover map of the

A forest is engulled in flames as a wikdfire rages near Fontjoncouse in France on August &, 2025, The summer of 2025, marked by two heatwaves, was the third hottest on record

In France since weather farecast agency Metea-France began i

»

AU Lem perature

n 1900, the French govermment announced on Seplember 2, 2025, arp

Nilgiris, madde by Capaain John
Ouchterlony, o British officer stationed in

Tis map was stored as multiple
rhv Eritish Library and the Tamil
State Archives, Using ¢ d
editing software, the team photographed
p, spent hours labelling the
mmuanner of land use at each pixel, |

i museums
remains i complicated task,

According to Ms, Dey, "Key challenges
include lack of digitisation, limited
funding, owtdated Infrastrueture, and
ueritle hurdles in secessing
collections.”

Most of the better natural history
ams are in Western countries and
ing them is further limited by high
el costs aned visa norms,

The IAeUm C ummumw has a

wlite
the Bell
Mlm-um of Natur l| Histor
llnl\-mlw of Minnesol

pecimens
a and other
uumldllt'\llw'l the past century th
housed in el fons, What Is the
responsibility of these museums o
repatriate informstion or allow
[That is] something we are still
strugghing with
(Sutirtha Lahir is a doctoral student in
congervaltion science at the University of
Minnesota, subirthal ¥6agmail com)
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Qu I'ON CORNER

The brain filters

Q: Why do we
not hear
sounds while
sleeping?

A Sleep does
not mean the
brain is

inactive and we do hear

wls while sleeping, Sleep is
a recurrent and healthy state
of inertia and reduced
responsiveness found among

higher vertebrates, It is
controlled by the brain and is
assoclated with characteristic
electrical thythms in the brain,
The body induces this state
when the central core of the
brainstem situated below the
cerebral hemisphere is
stimulated. Likewise,
stimulating the reticular
formation (a portion of the

central nervous system which
of small islands of

[l varated by
nerve fibres bundles runn
every direction) by me

frem the cerebral cortex can
leeping persons.
neryve cells) in REM
sleep are as alive as they are in
wakefulness, Mental capacity
also does not decrease,
Incoming soun
subjected to
scrutinyg, But the brain |p||c:|l"
the upimpertant ones while

the impertant ones, even if

feeble, Lead to arou The

A ILsELT comimunity,”

Werv el in REM sléep are
withefubness. TAMARA GEMEDARDHI

THE GIST

especially n
h I\|||)I af

& map
||>‘Im| This

sound signal

a6 v s they s i
LASH

arousal thresholds are variable and are a function
of the meaningfulness of the stimull, When a
stimulus has no significance to the sleeper, the
thresholds can be rather high, So irrelevant
stimuli are actively shut out during REM sleep.
Behaviourally, researchers have established that
motor respenses can be evoked in all stages of
sleep, but it is difficult to demanstrate that new
responses can be acquired during

For feedback and suggestions
for ‘Schence’, please write to

sclence@thehindu.co.ln
wilth the subject 'Daily page’

, b
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NEWS IN NUMEBERS

Expanding glacial
lakes which need

Number of people

THE:

®mHIND

Posts created in three

Number of cases of

Electricity load

killed in Afghanistan

new Uttar Pradesh

‘non-compliance’

restored in the Jammu

supervision: CWC

qarthquake

According to the Central
4 32 Water Commission

[CWC) report, the total
Elecial lake area in India has grown by over
30% since 2011 — rising from 1,917
hectares to 2,508 hectares. The findings
corme i the backdrop of widespread
floading scross the country.

Accarding to a
14005
° spakespersan,
mare than 3,000 people are injured. The
strong 6.0 magnitude guake registered in
the mountainous reglons struck when
peaple were asleep, destroying hames and

universities

The new posts include
948 468 temparary

nan-teaching positions,
effective till February 28, 2026, and 480
pasts to be filled through autsourcing. The
government said the mave is aimed at
strengthening the adminkstrative

flagged by the C

region since August 26

The “nan-compllance” i
23 related to government

degartments diluting the
Central Vigilance Commisshon's (CVC)
advice on corruptien-related cases. The
CWC exercises superintendence aver the
vigllance administration of the Central

In per cent. The record radnfall
that caused massive

landslides and cloudbursts an
August 26 brought down maost feeders. The
powier load in the region plummeted te
Just 298 MW, compared be the nermal
demand of around 1,050 MW. e

levelling entire villages. em

aperations of these undversities. »

government.
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Decoding the SC order on regulatory assets

What are regulatory assets and how are they used by DISCOMS to defer cos

What is the difference between a DISCOM's

Avierage Cost of Supply? Do regulatory assets prevent DISCOMs from modernising the grid? What should be the way forward?

The story so far:
he Supreme Court recently
directed State Electricity

Regulatory Commissions

(SERCs) and distribution
companies (DISCOMs) to clear existing
regulatory assets within four years and
liquidate any new assets within three
years, The court also advised capping the
regulatory asset at 3% of a DISCOM's
Annual Revenue Requirement (ARR) and
imstructed regulators to set out
transparent roadmaps for recovery, along
with conducting intensive audits of
DISCOMs that continue without
recovering these assets.

What are regulatory assets?
Regulatory assets constitute the
unrecoverable revenue gap due to the
difference between the Average Cost of
Supply (ACS), the expense incurred by a
DISCOM to deliver a unit of electricity to
corsumers, and the ARR, which is the
revenue collected by the DISCOM as
corsumer tariffs and subsidy payments
from the government. If the ACS is greater
than the ARR, the DISCOM effectively
makes a loss on the sale of every unit of
electricity. For instance, if a DISCOM's
ACS is T7.200unit and ARR is T7.00/unit,
the gap is 10.20 per unit. If the DISCOM
sipplies 10 billion units, the total shortfall
is 2,000 erore. To avoid suddenly
burdening consumers with an immediate
tariff increase to recover the gap, SERCs
allow the DISCOM to record the gap as a
regulatory asset. This is essentially a
deferred cost that the DISCOM is entitled
to recover from consumers in the future,
ustally with interest,

What explains the ACS-ARR gap?
MNonecost reflective tariffs, delays in the
release of subsidies (for agriculture o
lowincome households) by State
governments, and sudden increases in

fuel prices (leading to increased power
purchase costs) are some of the reasons
that contribute to this gap.

The Punjab SERC provides one of the
earliest documented cases of regulatory
assets in India when it identified a
reverue gap of T8710 crore, Of this, T150
crore was converted into a regulatory
asset, to be recovered over two years: FY
20042005 and FY 20052006. The
remainder, 33700 crore, was allowed to
be recovered immediately via tariffs in FY
2003-2004. The Delhi ERC's true-up of FY
200223 and ARR for FY 2024-25 order
mentioned a regulatory asset of T36,057
crore for BSES Rajdhani and T22,040
crore for BSES Yamuna, apart froma
closing revenue gap fincluding carrying
cost) of T8,226,87 crore for Tata Power
Delhi Distribution Ltd. In Tamil Madu,
regulatory assets reported in FY
20012022 were T89,375 crore, indicating

FILE PHOTD

the issue is systemic, reflecting financial
Pressunes across many State DISCOMs.

How are consumers affected?

If the regulatory assets reported by BSES
Rajdhani, BSES Yamuna, and Tata Power,
the DISCOMs operating in Delhi, are to be
recovered within the fouryear window
set by the Supreme Court, they need to
recover about 116,580 crore a year, With
Dielhis annual electricity consumption of
30 billion units, this works out w an
additional 5.5 per unit on average.

Since consumers can't be burdened
with such high and immediate tariff
increases, the State employs regulatory
assets. However, the immediate benefit of
stable tariffs for consumers is eventually
offset by steeper increases when the
deferred costs are recovered. Since these
assets also attract carrying costs,
consumers pay the original gap as well as

the additional interest.

For DISCOMs, the persistence of large
regulatory assets results in significant
cash flow pressures, Because revenue
doesn't cover current costs, DISCOMs
aften struggle to pay power generators on
time, Many DISCOMs barrow to bridge
the gap, increasing their debt burden.
With so much money tied up in
unrecovered costs, their ability to imest
in modernising the grid, integrating
renewable energ d in better
consumer services becomes limited. The
result is a vicious cycle in which
financially distressed DISCOMs face
greater operational challenges, which in
turn make it harder to improve efficiency
and recover costs on time.

How can ACS-ARR gap be bridged?
Ome important step is to ensure tarits are
aligned more closely with costs, while
using targeted subsidies to protect
vulnerable consumers. This ensures the
burden is shared transparently rather
than hidden in deferred recoveries.

State governments also need to release
subsidies on time so that DISCOMs aren’t
left carrying the financial gap on their
hooks. Automatic fuel cost adjustment
mechanisms, such as the fuel and power
purchase cost adjustment mechanism,
can help tariffs respond quickly to sudden
changes in input costs. Regular annual
true-up exercises, where projected and
actual expenses are reconciled, can
prevent the build-up of large backlogs.

Finally, regulatory commissions play a
critical role in maintaining discipline. By
enforcing limits, ensuring transparency in
accounting, and setting clear timelines for
recovery, they can ensure regulatory
assets remain an exceptional tool rather
tham a recurring feature. The Supreme
Court's intervention is therefore a call for
eoordinated action and greater financial
discipline across the sector, so that
electricity remains both afordable for
households and sustainable for utilities.

Rishu Garg is a senior policy specialist
and heads the Energy Policy and
Regulations group at CSTER
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Regulatory asiets constitute
the unrecowerable revenue gap
due to the difference between
the Average Cost of Supply
(ACS), the expense inourred by
& DISCOM to deliver a unit of
electiicity ta consime s, and
the ARR, which is the revenue
collected by the DISCOM as
consumer tadiffs and subsidy
paymenits fram the
govennment.
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For ISCOMs, the persiste noe
aflarge regulatory assets
results in significant cash flow
pressures. Because revenue
doesn't cover cument costs,
DISCOMs often struggle to pay
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State governments need to
release subsidies on time so
that HSCOMs aren't left
carrying the financial gap on
thilr bisaks.

Why has IndiGo damp leased
from Turkish Airlines?

Why did the Directorate General of Civil Aviation direet IndiGo to end the

Jagriti Chandra

The story so far:
ndiGo received a third extension
from the Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCAY to lease two
Boeing 777-300ER aircraft and crew
from Turkish Airlines, after previously
facing a directive to end the partnership
amid heightened anti- Turkey sentiment
related to its support for Pakistan during
border tensions with India. The move
comes as i sizeable number of IndiGo's
aircraft remain grounded even as the
global industry faces a shortage of planes,

What does the latest DGCA order say?
The DGCA has given
extension to lease 500
known as damp leasing) from Turkish
Adrlines, reversing its earlier ultimatum to
The original request
was for a period of three months from
December 1, 2024 to February 28, 2005,

x »

In May, the DGCA said it was granting a
“ome-time, final extension” for three
months upto August 31, 2025 to avoid
passenger inconvenience due to flight
disruptions when IndiGo's damp lease
permission was due for a review. The
DGEAs rules allow airlines to wet or
damp lease foreign registered aircraft for
a period of 12 months that is extendable
omce by further sis months.

IndiGo started using the BT77 aircraft
to provide connectivity from Delhi and
Mumbai to Estanbul in February and May
of 2023, “This extension comes at a
crucial time and will help miti
to Indian aviation due to geopolitical
restrictions, and greatly benefit Indian
travellers during the peak travel season by
ensuring a seamless, direct connection to
Istanbul and points beyond,” IndiGo said
in a statement.

Why are leases important for IndiGo?
The damp leasing of B777 from Turkish

partnership with Turkish Airlines?

Airlines is not the only tie up where
IndiGo has loaned aircraft along with its
crew from foreign entities. As on June 30,
2025, of the total 416 aircraft in its feet,
IndiGo has six Boeing 737s from Qatar
Airways, two AZ200e0s from Latvian
entity Smarthynx and one B787 from
Norwegian carrier Norse Atlanti
DGEA has also approved Spicelet's pl

wet lease five Boeing 737 aircraft from
Turkish carrier, Corendon Airlines.

Wt and dry (aircraft sans crew) leases
are increasingly being adopted by airlines
in order to overcome the shartage of new
aircraft globally that has grown acute
since the pandemic because of supply
chain challenges. Airlines worldwide,
including IndiGo, are also being forced to
retain and sometimes revamp old and less
fuel-efficient aircraft to overcome the
shortage. According to the International
Air Transport Association (IATA), aircraft
deliveries are currently running 30%
below their previous peak levels, leading

to a record-high backlog of 17,000
aireraft. Based on IATA's analysis, if this
backlog increase is attributed solely to
delivery delays, nes are effectively
short by 5,400 ai . Tepresenting
approcimately 18% of the active global
fleet. With annual production anticipated
to remain around 2,000 aircraft per vear,
IATA projects that it could take between
three and five years for the industry to
resolve this shortfall.

In IndiGo's case, which is the country's
largest airline by fleet as well as by market
share of 65%, the shortage is made more
severe by the grounding of 60-70 aircraft
due to Pratt and Whitney related engine
issues,

How has the industry responded?
“From a business standpoint, restricting
eooperation with Turkish Airlines would
be counterproductive. Indian airines
henefit from code-shares and
partnerships that expand their global
reach, and passengers gain from greater
connectivity and competitive fares.
Aviation should remain a driver of growth
and opportunity, while political
differences should be managed through
diplomacy, not by limiting the
commercial potential of our airlines and
travellers. If India wants its carriers to
compete globally, it must enable access,
not restrict it,” says Alok Anand, founder
af aviation assets management company
Acumen Aviation.
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third extension to lease aircraft
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On call 24/7: a spotlight on gig workers
who are running the new economy

The digital marketplace today cuts across different professions, Here is a reading list that helps wo dive into the gig economy and understand the
es of the wondrous and diabolic new world of e-commerce while offering an insight into the lives of gig workers

emotional and economic complexi

he 2022 Hindi movie
directed by Nandita

scape in the country, Through the like
ood deliver

tives, Tod iy we can get o

doarstep in five imllm.gnu >.$:u'|'iw>

1 nd
ing to stay afloat against the

thor Vandana Vasudevan in her
breezy book, OTP Mease: Online Buyers,
Sellers and Gig Workers in South Asia
{Penguin Random House, 2025) splits the
img the emaotions of
across the Indian

subcontinent.

The movie and the book highlight
problems that lay bare corporate greed,
disparity of inco the anger, anxiety
and isolation of millions whos:
changed due to the pervasive influence of
technology on consumption patterns.

delivered to our homes have e
I The frusteation of vis
and then having o wait

=%

crowded place:

are over and many unemploved may have
found johs.

Precarious existence
But behind the ele of the digital,
author writes, much is opague
urveved 5000 gig workers living
precariows life and internet retailers
cope with the (:|1p|(~“|w|u1 1
behemaoth
if there a w:u::h:-uurm
gratification in the ex
apge we live in. If alter the

B

=

the new god, Vasudevan
a.z}mmllmmlmmm m is now much
re than that, and is actually swallowing
1 commections.

here must be way more people in the
Eig econommy than governments re.
NITI Aayog s 2022 repart an India’s
Booming Gig and Plaform E (uhum\«
projects the workforce to expand to 23,5
milliog in 202930 from 7.7 million in
202021, Indians are expected to continue
buying online at the same pace or even
faster, making the Indian digital economy
worth &1 trillion in the next hve years, it
says,

Given the addiction o "order now' with
the click of a phone button, Vasudevan®s
book nudges you w skow down and go
behind the story of every OTP seeker. It is
disheartening but compels us to pawse
and ask essential questions about our
own choices, Unfortuna there aren't
many books on this issue by Indian
authors,

In 2020, when Amitava Gheosh
published Gig Economy i India Rising:
Gen X-Millennial-Z (Evincepub), hie
sugpested this was going to be the greatest

plnrr-m

worklor

(pec

e

tof work in future, He expla
economy roles are hused
digital and online platform bue
5o wirks for many traditional
hat hire independent

cmah consulbtants and worklorees
i, from IT awtomation
il creative

in Inlin's economy is visible,

Ghesh giv ng take on jobs
that require no close supervision, where
time and e by choice .mr.i
preference, He 3

5 i
seek flexible work he

of freed

aligns with Gen XY-Z who
rs, an atmosphere
om and a vision to eng

themselves in multiple options of earning
on platform work. The COVIDAS outhreak
hrl]}ml IIwm [T rnlu.zh- (hr i

the relationship b

State por
provides
percept

opportun

g
ruchire and Resistance by Pradip

(Routledge, 2025) explores
CBET ETITEPIenELTs,
wernments, and platform

rs, and the Indian government's

jom of its problems and

Thomas examines the

critical dimensions m.hllr paying attention

o thee

of algorithur

e

ari

An overview

The Gig
by fanie

A Critical Introduetion

Econon
» Wondeos

and Mark Graham

(Polity, 20090 is considered among the

early comprebensive overviews on how
the gig economy came to be, kow it works
and what it’s like to work in it. The

thirs mention 1I1 it lhnugh it
cilitated inpo

created jobs for millions
cost,
While the phenomenon of workers

start-ups bring to the indu
overturm and the impact it |
largely millennial workforee
out.

Gigged: The End of the Job and the
Future of Work by Sarah Kessler (St.
Martin Press,
s anid experiences of tech

bath Hexible and pay a sustainable wage?
Ome in every three American is g
freelancer and the comeept of a full
job is disappe i
Dmeamn, she writes, Her book provides
nuaneed look at how i
F g ot in veal-tis
through the hype to answer multiple
thought-provoking questions, including
whether the millennial generation will be
able toodo as well as their parents.
It is a watershed moment.
when local vendors recognis
custom it gave both

horys are facele:
thiem or even a
With limited research on the gig o mmmy
in India, every ook ills a4 crucial gap in
understanding how it works,

THE DAILY QUIZ

Here is a quiz on some of the ev

Sindhu Nagaraj [
QUESTION 3
QI.III'I'IQN 1

QUESTION 4
Wi
bec

fram the Unl
on this d

[ S
QUESTION §

|9
QUESTION 2

an architect,

apers’. He
this day in

age of litera

cauntry officially
dependent
- Kingdom
1971}

This American poet and

ntatian, for his

=
Visual question:

e

This American director died on this day in 1991, Mame him, What is the name of the
1946 film which he directed, which is based on the short story The Greatest Gift?

b

nts that happened on September 3

and Answers to the previous day’s
dally quiz: 1. This team scored 200 of mare rns
in & match in the Asia Cup in the T20 farmat. Ans:
India in India versus Afghanistan, Dubai,
September 8, 2022

2, This player has scored the mast runs in the twe
editions played in T20 fermat. Ans: Virat Kohli

3, This player scored the first hundred in the Asia
Cup played in T20 format. Ans: Babar Hayat
(122]

4, This player scored the most runs n the 2022
edition, Ans: Mohammad Rizwan (281 runs) of
Pakistan

5, This bowler has taken five or more wickeas in
Ans: Bhuvneshwar Kumar (5/4)

&, This player teok te most wickets in the 2016
edition, Ans: Amjad Javed (12 wickets) for

ual

7. Only ane Indian pair has posted & century
partnership in the Asia Cup T20 format, Ans:
Rahul and Virat Kohli

Visual: Name this field umpire. Ans: Anil
Chaudhary (India)

Early Birds: Tarmal Baswas| Plyall Tuli] Neil Lall
Arjun Debnath| Dade Jayaditya

aninnl

i ARCHIY

Know your
English

K. Subrahmanian
5. Upendran

The following is a list of American
expressions and corresponding English
terms;
illfold — wallet
Bobby pin — hairpin
3. Collect call - reverse-
4. Cotton candy/spun sugar
floss
5. Decalidecaleomanis
transterahle picture or d

transier,

6. Derby — biwler hat

7. Diaper — nappy

BI curt

A, Druggist - che pharmacist

10, Faucet - tap

nider - wing of o
ashlight - hatter
. Furlough - leave of absemn
ary duty

wperated twrch
as

M. Hood - bonnet (of a car)
15. Hope chest - bottom drawer, trunk +
S

. Installment plan - hire purchase

17, Intern — jumnicr hospital doctor,
houseman

18. Kerosene — paraffin

19. Mortician - undertaker, funeral
director

20, Mufiler — car silencer

- Mutual fund — unit trust
mileometer

bakby's dummy

mutuel - wtalisator, the tote

bmlm,a| systenm

25, Podiatrist — chiropedist

26, Realtor - estate agent

X, Rummage sale — jumble sale

t. Rutabaga - swede, root vegetable

illet — frving pan

'H: \Jlllﬁhhl][

'L Solitaire — card game of patience

sphomore — second-year student
. Stevedore, longshoreman — docker,

dockworker
15. Suspenders - braces

humbtack — drawing pin

-toe — noughts and crosses

7. Tic
Transor

fanlight
0, Truck farm — market garden
40, Trunk — boot of & car

dinner jacket; man's
formal evening wear

listed — ex-directory
18
eserviceman
Published in The Hindu on December 2,

Word of the day

Incisive:

hawing or demanstrating the ability 1 recognise
ar draw fine distinctions; sultable for cutting or
plercing

SYNONYMS: scute, discriminating, keen,
knifelike, penetrative, plercing, sharp

Usage: sometimes her incisive comments
offend peaple.

Pronunciation: newsth.lve/incisivepea

International Phonetic
Alphabet: jiwsasso

For feedback and suggestions for
Text & Contest, please write to
letters@thehindu.co.in
with the subject ‘Text & Context'

_. .
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"THE CANCER MAP

Study of ICMR’s registries flags vulnerabilities, concerns. It
should be seen as step towards more robust disease data
CODORDING TO GLOBAL Cancer Care Observatory Data, India has the third-
highest number of cases of the disease. The country's ratio of cancer mor-
talities to malignancy incidences was 64.47 per cent in 2022, the highest

\ THEINDIAN EXPRESS, WEDNESDAY, SEFTEMBER 3, 2025
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WoRrRDLY WISE
HYPOCRISY, DOUBLE STANDARDS, AND ‘BUT NOTS'
ARE THE PRICE OF UNIVERSALIST PRETENSIONS.

— SAMUEL P HUNTINGTON

China’s parade, Asia’s divide

Maodi's decision toskip China's military pageant
speaks of impracticality of Eurasian coalition

By CRaja M(IHA'\I

THE ERIEFVIDEQ of Frime Minister Marendra
Modi holding hands with Chinese leader Xi
Jmpcru;aml]hnnan President Viadimir Putin ar

jon Organisation (SO0
summlr mn T)anJm has gone viral The three-
ooourting against the bade-

among the top 10 countries i f the by fthe d
Cancer has been a part of the country's national healthcare programmaes for at least five

erpodLIS President Donald Trumgp's relent-
less cﬂort to bully friend and foe alike,

decades. The Indian Council of Medical Research's Cancer Registry
the early 1980s. Yet, cancer care in India remains a complex and evolving landscape.
Targeted interventions have often been hobbled by the lack of a comprehensive cancer
map. An analysis of 43 cancer registries across the country by national investigators —
they comprise researchers from premier medical institutions — could plug some or the
gap. It provides crucial data on the types of cancer in the country and the ic

beganin

when major powers are
Jo\:kcymgiurgcum]mca] advantage. Yet a
photo-op does not a grand allianoe make.
IFanything, the impracticality of a Eurasian
coalition against America is highlighted by
Modi's ahn:mcfmm China's spcﬂar:ularml-

of different sections of people, gender-wise and regionally.

‘Women accounted for a higher proportion of the cases (51 percent) in the registries.
This goes against the global trend. The discrepancy should alert policymakers to a chal-
lenge long underlined by cancer specialists. Breast and cervical cancers, which together
account for more than 40 per cent of cases among women, are easier to detect and have
better treatment outromes — that's why cancer cases among women are likely tobe re-
ported more, and they have alower proportion of deaths due to the disease. In contrast,
oral, lung, and gastric cancer are detected at a relatively later stage in the country.
Oncologists beliewe that a significant number of such cases still fall off the radar. The study
of cancer registries has Jmpr.lnan.t :Iucs fr.lr the country's cancer scTeening programimes.
Forinstance, it i espedially oral cancer, in several parts
ofthecountry's Northeast. The highest lifetime risk of cancer was found to be in Mizoram
— 21 percent for men and nearly 19 per cent for women, far higher than the national rate
of 11 per u:m. Such disaggregated data could help pul.l:yma]u:rs frame region-specific

iatives and detection rgeting oral cancer in parts of the
Northeast and Ahmedabad and Bhopal, for instance.

The ICMR registries capture bess than 20 per cent of the country’s population. Unlike inthe:

casrufinfectimsd.iscass— ulosis, for example — healthe are not legalby

. Seve dio have rules
that rtq.lut]n:spltah and doctors to pn:Mdl: such information. But some of the more popu-
lous states, including Uttar Pradesh, Maharashira and Bihar, do not make such o ids of

itary parade rk
its victory in World Wiar L X3 will preside over
the display of the People’s Liberation Army's
(PLA) formidable military prowess in
Square. Modi's decision toskipthe
parad.cundrﬂlms]ndlasmnulngdlsuncr
for
present purpases, Thosewhodaimed that the
SC0 i

Qua
Modi's absence puts himin the same comparmy
as the leaders of Australia, Japan, and the
United States, whowill also stay away.

In Septemiber 1945, Imperial Japan surren-
dered, ending the war in Asia. In Europe, the
victors and a defeated Germany collectively
mark the end of hostilities. Asia, however, re-
mains divided inits memory. Reconciliation i
elsive eveneightdecadeslater. China callsits
mmmcmumnan “The Chinese ]’mplcsWar

-

]

the World mm-Fasclst War”. Yet the military
parade, arguably, is less about the past and
mome about enduring rivalries. Beijing seels to
rnubullsl: natlunahst smnrncnr agamst]apan

their healthcare sector The latest cancer registry study should spur the Centre and state gov-
ermments to make data more robust, This coukd, in tum, foster better understanding of com-

1k power.

Tokyo, unsurpnsmgiy urgcd countries not
mamend..i\usaraha,lml.la and the US—all crit-

nmpummablccauss.lmpumcthrunllsanm of and make ment pro-
nore effiective, wlti cancer survival ntry.

SOUND AND FURY

Peter Navarro's provocations are ungainly in a delicate India-US
moment, threaten to shrink spaces for diplomacy
HITE HOUSE TRADE advisor Peter Mavarmo's offensive against India
owerits purchase of Russian oil touched a shrill new pitch this week,
as he sought to defend the 50 per cent tariff the US has imposed on
Indian gDDds Continuing his atracks agamst what he called the
Kmmllns ‘oil money " the senior T i view on Sunday,
are profiteering at p f the Indi le. .. we weant that to stop.”
In an especially delicate moment for India-US ties, remarks like these are intemperate
and ungainly. They mark a rash abandonment of the ciroumspection called for in high
diplomacy, which must leave spa.ocs op:n Fm manaeuvre, for both sides.
bancwm by o, g
bers of the current US i cdia — in fact, i
ahardening of ]:oslmms Mew Dethi has been consistent in prioritising the country's eco-

hermem-

not wiork wi lead to

nomic shal turbulence. Inrhr‘pn’.‘scrltlmtm dehlhaS[E-
fused to succumb o US p ower il imports, unde: ign choice
and the i fve to meet its own needs. The complic, at currently casta

shadow over India-US trade ties can certainly not be dismissed; neither can they be ad-
dressed by name-calling. If Mavarm describwes India as the “maharaja of tariffs™ — LIS President
Diomald Trump called the country “tariff king™ — it emerges from the Americans' bongstand-
ing frustration over the protectionist walls propped up by Newe Delhi around domestic in-
dustry — something that has alsobeen a bugbear inIndia’s tieswithother trading partners.
(On vexatios isues like these, however, sound and fury can accomiplish nothing and progress
canonly be made sustained ¢ and patient gi o-tak
5o far, Mew Delhi has done well to ignore such boose thetoric. The India-US relation-
ship, whether on trade, security or technology, is far too consequential for both coun-
tries. Reckless words should not be alloweed to derail it. This appears to be understood by
sections of the Trump administration as well — not too long after Navarro's broadside, a
pnstsharrdmxbg,' he American embassy in India characteri ia-LIS ties as “adefin-
ip of the 215t century”, with Secretary of State Marco Rubi ingthat “the
enduring friendship” between India and the US can help realise the “tremendc

ied victrryin Asia — dedlined invi-
tations, as did Britain, France, and the
I the European pe

jor presence in Asia in World War I). For the
Quad powers, partici pation would have been

less about celebrating the shared struggle of

1945 than legitimising China's aspirations for
the domination of Asia. By contrast, many
Southeast and Central Asian leaders have
showen up in Beijing. Their attendance is less

about theWar 1about signalling

World War IT left Delhi
strugpling with the
consequences of the
geopolitical fragmentation
of the Subcontinent and
Partition. The Indian elite’

misreading of the politics of
that era proved costly.
Today, the stakes are equally
high. India r repeating
the error if it fails to grasp
the dynamic interplay

China. O

sheel's 1942 visit with

absence is the Philippines, a major theatre of
“World Wiar I1. It is now at the receiving end of
Ehlnt‘sl.‘ml]lﬂl’)' powerintheSouthChina Sea.

Gandhidid little to bridge the gap. China, which
found itself on the side of the victorious Allies,
zained much inthe post-War settlements and

weyaf di-
wide Asia = sharply? Because national expe-
riences differed profoundly. China endured 14
wears of brutal Japanese occupation, but the
warwas almabultl‘iccummunm ‘triumph
over the colonisa-

thershipof the LIN Security
Council Despite its massive contributions to
the Allied victory, ndia got Bttle to show for it
after the' War thanks toits internal divisions.
Indian and Chinese nationalist movements
failed to find solidarity at a critical juncture i

tion and then division. Southeast Asia wel-
I:W!l.’d aswell as fought a rising Japan in Asia.
ience qually Its
alistelite idedinits re
sponse to the War, and it also suffered the di-
wision of the nation on religious lines. Thr

the 20thcentury despite their shared sense of
anti-imperialism. Since then, their repeated
efforts o find common ground have beenun-
successful That situation has notchanged with
an howr-long meeting between Modi and)(l
inTianji Monday. Modi'

Indian Army fowght the [;
took the surrender of Japanese fDN:CS in
Rangoon, Singapore, [akarta, and Hano. Yet
therewas alsothe Indian National Army INA],
led by Subhas Chandra Bose and backed by
Tnkgn Fr.lr Bose, an alliance \wrh]apan wasa

gence in how Delhi and Beijing interpret thc
past and envision Asia's future.

South Asia is well represented at the pa-
rade, with Afghanistan, Bangladesh, the
Maldives, Myanmar, Nepal.and Pakistansend-

i,

ing d Pakistan's army chief, Asim

Br.lsl: s INA also underlines the complex-
ity of the regional memory of Japanese im-
perialism. Japan styled itself as Asia's liber-
ator from European colonialism. Its slogan,
“Asia for Asians”, had much resonance in

Munir, who will be at the parade today, might
well claim credit for the undivided Indian
Army's contributions tovictory in Asia — a his-
torical inny that should not be lnst on Delhi

When the FLA goose-steps across

the region. M. in Burma, Indonesia
and Indochina initialty welcomed Tokyo's
promise of solidarity and support. Japan
trained militias, m:ahcm‘d European colo-

ided the region. The rrull-
tary spectacle in Bedjing today may project
unity, but the guest list reveals division. The

nial rulers, and briefly i fin-
dependence. But the occupation soon re-
wealed its brutal face — resource plunder,
Forced Labour, and repression. For much of

ber the past but to escape being trapped by it
For India, the challenge is more complex.
‘World Warll left Delhi struggling with thecon-

Asia, Japan became both the or and
midwife of decolonisation,
If indian and Chinese nationalists shared

salitical fragmentation of
the Subcontinent and Partition. The Indian

ananri—impm'ial sentiment, whay did they not

elite's of the politics of that era
proved cnstly Today, ttu: stakes are equally

they faced. Indla s hattle was agamsr Britain,

China's apan.

high. India ri theerrorifit fails to
grasp the dynamic interplay between

deeply divided. Gandhi refused to back
Britain’s war c!'[urr launching Quit India in

Moscow, and Beijing and define
aclear sense of its own interests.

1942, B sanand raised the INA.

The writer i at the

“Thelndian t ethen,

between Washi

Mauoscow, and Beijing and
define a clear sense of its
OWI Interests.

e War as an “inter-i
ralist” conflict. After Mazi Germany alradsnd
the Soviet Union, they became staunch sup-
porters of the anti-fascist war.

The Chiness nationalist leader Chiang Kai-

Motwami-Jociea fnstitute of American Studie:
O Pjindal Globa! Liniversity, halds the Korea
Foundation Chairon Asian Geopolitics at the

Counil on Strantegic and Defenice Research, and
s contributing editor on internmtionol ofoirs

for The Indiam Express

DECODING THE GDP SURPRISE

US tariffs, domestic risks make it tricky to gauge growth trends

SACHCHIDANAND SHUKLA

FIRST THINGS FIRST. To say that India's first-
quarter GDF growth rate of 78 per cent sur-
prized all would be an understatement.
Growth was driven by strong performances
inservices, manufacturing, and cons truction,
alongside significant government spending
and solid private consumption. This robust
start means even a more moderate growth
rate of around & per cent for the remaining
quarters would nudge the eventual 2025-26
numbers closer to the RElsestimate of 6.5 per
centand help absorbsome potential external
shockes, it must alsobe adknowledged that the
first quarter numbers don't provide clues as
o the adverse impact of LIS tariffs.

One must not get oo carried away by the
numbers, given the role of some technical
bump ups by way of the base effect, which
contributed 40 basis points to GDP growth, or

tialofourece hip”™. So far, Delhi has C
respond by re-engaging on a more sober note.

A TABLE FOR ALL

Inan industry of excess and exclusivity, a Michelin restaurant in
Mexico City reimagines hospitality
NTHEWORLD of fine dining, padded as it is by steep bills and frosty formality, a
mavement that “gatasy . pay as you can” might seem like a pipe
dream. Mexico City's Michelin-starred Masala y Maiz, however, has shown that
sometimes subversion is amatter of trust and a whole lotof heart. While it oper-
ates within the more predictable economics of fine dining most of the time, several times

T statistical push from anun-
usually lowe GDP deflator, a measure of price

changes calculated via aweighted average of

retail and wholesale price levels. The deflator
at 09 per cent was one of the [owest outside
the Covid years. The decrease inoverall prices
statistically boosted the real outpur calcula-
‘tion, making the headline growth number ap-
pear stronger than it actually is.

Growth is projected o trend loveer from
hcmdunngthcfu:alyrm TheREI* spm)m:-

6.7 percent for

‘ter, 65 per cent for the third and 6.3 percent Fur
the fourth. Most forecasters have a similar tra-

jectory pencilled in. The outlook for the restof

the year remains uncertain due to first- and

Growth is projeceed to trend
lower from hereon during the
fiscal year. The RBIs
projection stands at 6.7 per
cent for the second quarter,
6.6 per cent for the third and
6.3 per cent for the fourth.
Muost forecasters have a
similar trajectory pencilled in,
The outlook for the rest of the
vear remains uncertain due to
first- and second-order
impact of tariffs and the
uncertainty around a trade
deal with the US.

cond-

o tariffs cor-
tainty around a trade deal with the US. It also
masks some dormestic fskes suchas tepid credit
prowth and risk of deferred demand across
categories in anticipation of GST rate outs.
While n:a]gn:mthsurpmcdmd\c upside,

a low nominal GDP gmwth uf 8.8 per cent,
which isn't surprising as it perfectly mirrors
the drop in inflation. But this slowdoem has
several important knock-on effects.

First, it imparts mone pressure on the gov-
ernment’s fiscal position. The 2025-26 budg-
l:m'yassumpnun isthatof 101 pcru:nt nom-

h, whichi: B

be facing the brunt of US tariffs. But why is
there a discrepancy between the 1 GDP
and the rather lukewarm corporate earn-
ingsnumbers and commentary, oreventhe
high-frequency data?

‘WelL the low deflator inflates real GDP
growth relative to nominal growth, creating
a perception of stronger economicexpansion
than what
terms. Corporate eamings, tied more closely to
nominal growth, may not reflect the same
buoyancy as real GOP.

}\Im the 50 per cent LS tariffs pmmpn:d

oweveT,

W exports. H

sient effect

per cent, and hence the “economic pie” is
smaller than expected. Key targets, like the fis-
cal deficit, are measured asapercentage of this
pie.Sinoe the pie is smaller, the dieficit percent-
age automatically gets bigger, putting the

impact coubd
dampenc i i
ented sectors inlater quarters. Moreover, GDP
is a macromeasure aggregating value-added
across sectors, while corporate eamings re-
flect specific firm-level performance.

budget targets under strain. Ducmp.mtlcs arise due o differences in ac-
Second, it can weigh on tax collections rlusion of porate
‘iven that Imwer ricesof  contri listed results.

‘nods and services aren't rising much. When
things cost less, the government collects less
intaxes. Add to that the possibility of GST rate
cutsor rationalisation. This fall in expected tax
revenue means less money for publicservices,
infrastructure, and other projects.

Third, with slower nominal growth, we
can expect credit growth to slow down as
weell. Fourth, the pressure on corporate top-
line growth. Lower nominal growth could
weigh on listed corporate top-lines and
EArNings even as some sectors may already

Further, the GDP fi !'gun:was also boosted
by frontloaded government capital expendi-
ture. High-frequency indicators like PMI or
freight data may not fully reflect this public
spending surge, as they are more sensitive bo
private sector activity. Gauging underlying
growth trends is always tricky, but will be
more so this year with tariffs and proposed
GSToutsin play.

The writer is group chief economist, L&T.
Views persanal

every year, the restaurant serving Mexdican, African and Indian-fusion dishy its
doors on a first-come-first-served basis to guests who can eat what they want paying
onlywhat — and as much as — they want.

In a country beset by economic disparity. it is a radical reimagination of the commu-
nity table. It shifts the restaurant from a transactional space to one of mutual generosity,
where good food is no lenger the guarded preserve of those who can afford it It also of-
fers a gentler vision of the restaurant as a democratic commons where the trappings of
fine dining aren't off limits, where the worth of a meal is measured not in currency but
in connection, respect and reciprocity. Encouraged by Masala y Maiz, several South
American restaurants are joining the movemnent. Elsewhere, the model is not without
precedent — Lentil As Anything operated on a slmllar premise in Melbourne; in

hmedabad, Seva Cafe, and in Sil run on similar lines.

‘Whether such a revenue model is sustainable remains uncertain, but the attempt is
atemporary break from the logic of profit, a meditation on what hospitality might look
like when stripped of egoand excess. In an industry often shaped by hierarchy — between
chef and diner, customer and imvisible backend worker — the *pay as you can” model is-
n't just a business experiment, it is also a cultural one. And like all good experiments, its
truse value may lie in the questions it forces one to ask, not in its scalability.

7

l—lll

SEPTEMBER 3, 1985, FORTY YEARS AGO

CHARGES DISMISSED

THECHARGES AGAINST the former chief min-
ister, A R Antulay, acousing him of having de-
ccwrd the cabinet and the Maharashtra

mentof a Panthic ch:mmmrln Punjah. This
of the Akali

meeting, which concluded over the weekend.

DalSurJlrSmgh Barnala, at the “bhog™ cere-

Thef Vishwar 1,

whiowas present at the confierence, agreed to

mony of Longmeal. This
the Akali leadership do not leave the path

Iy gRs2omore adopted by them nmamlmmamlmm:lfur
ibha Pratishthan{IGPF)  the causeof communal har fior
wt'n:d.lsmlssrdby]usncl:DN Mehta DrthL‘ which Longowal sacrificed his life.
ourt. Justic tat-
ing hlsJudgmthn the case against Antulay
filed by the [anata leader, P B Samant. Law REFORM
THE ADDITIONAL EXP peded for judi- — reports,
: hh
LONGOWAL'S LAM WIsH clal reforms are to be accorded pri-

ms.

RECORD NOMINATIONS

A RECORD NUMBER of 177 nominations had
been filed for the 13 Lok Sabha seats from
Punjab as the last date for filing papers for the
Septemnber 25 elections passed. According bo

mry.m:la]sa included inthe Seventh Five-Year

ONECF
Harchand Singh Longmeal, was the establish-

epaperindianexpresscom I

Flan. Thi
upon at the Chief justice and Chief Ministers®

of candidates for the state
henollss

mighitcros the 2 D00- mark Withreportsfrom
fiour out of 12 districts still awaited, 1469 can-
dicates had entered the fiekd.
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haping the future, chip by chip

Over the next decade, as semiconductor units achieve maturity and scale,
Indiais poised to emerge as a competitive hub for the entire value chain

ASHWINI VAISHNAW

INTHE EARLY days, computers were giant ma-
chines that filled the entire mom. They ranon
thousands of vacuum tubes working like the
“on-off" switches of their time. They looked
mr.ln::lllw anokd n:kphum:ul:hmgcllunthc
day and far more power sits inside a chip
mlluthanywrﬁnﬁ:maﬂ.mbybmluns
of phone:
cars, trains, refrigerators, TVs, factory ma-
chines and acroplanes, and guide satellites in
space. They're now so small they sit on your
finger in a smart ring, tracking your heart
health, That is the magic of semiconductors,

For a nation to progress, it must master
the key sectors that shape its growth, These
foundational sectors include steel, power,
telecom, chemicals, transport and semi-
conductors, They are the hidden engines
inside almost everything we use.
Smartphones, cars, trains, medical equip-
ment, defence systems, power grids, satel-
lites, and artificial intelligence.

Just as stoel is the base for hllding facto-

plants have been approved. The construction
wark of the plants is progressing at a fast pace.
Today, we can confidently say that the first
“Made in India" chip will be out this year. A
pilet production line in one of the units has
already started in Sanand, and within a year,

ries, bridges, and railway:
are the base for the digital econormy: Without
chips, there can be no modern mmmumca

e expect four
tion. Glnballca.dmmd\asa\ppbed Mau:nali
Lam Rnt‘ardl. Merck, md |JI'I‘|L' are mwst

o, o cl ing nol,

eneigy systeims, and nosecure defence. Ana-
tiom that cannot dcsign and produce semi-
conductors risks dependence on others for
its most hasic needs, from hl:\allhcall' o se-

ingin tor
This ecosystem approach reflects Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's focus on long-term
growth of the industry in Bharat.
Acombination of factors led to this re-

|:urmr

hanani Itis about
shapung our own future,

The pandemicwas astark remincerof the
|mpurtal|ﬂ: of chips. As global chip .wpp!y

the clearvision of our PR, focus on execution,
decision making in the hands of profession-
als, ghohal cooperation, and strong support
from state governments, India has moved

cl production of thebus stopof history todriv-
trie: fiected the autoi g COur de: ool are
dustry, networking devices, and consumer  playing an important robe in this.
electronics were the most aff Policies and investments are critical to

Semiconductors now lie at lhc heart of
global geopolitics. With chip-malding con-
centrated in just a few regions, even minor
disruptions can ripple across the world. A
power failure inone place or a factory acd-
dcnt in anmhcr can stall supplies. This can

hamessing Bharat's true edge — its people.
India currently has maore than 20 per cent of
the ghobal design workforce. According to
anindustry estimate, the world is expected
toface a shortage of over one million semi-

conductor prul‘nsluna]s by the start ul'lhl:

and affect
and security everywhere.

next decade.
Maore than G0 [IENJu.u‘rs across 350 institu-

The recent focus on rare e [
a stark reminder of how control over critical
resources can shape global power. Similardy,
semiconductors have become a crucial re-
source of the digital age.

The demand for semi

isonly

tions and start-ups are using world-class
Elm:lmml: Dcslgn Automation (EDA) tools
of cost by the G ntol
India. In 2025 alone, their usage has ex-
ceeded more than 1.2 crore hours.
Start-ups are energising India’s chip de-

going to rise in Furun: Our Dwncunsump
tionand I
ingt at an unprecedented pace. India tuday
has over 65 crore smartphone wsers, and our
electronics manufacturing is touching Rs 12
lakh erore annually.

Mt the same time, we are also developing
Al-based systems, data centres, and electric
vehicles that require semiconductor chlps_

sign ecosystem with strong government
suppaort. Mindgrove Technologies is devel-
opirg 16T chips built o the indi genousky de-
veloped SHAKTI processor from IIT Madras.
Metrasemi, another start-up, recently se-
cured a record Rs 107 erore in funding. This
is one of the largest VC infusions in India’s
semiconductor design space, reflecting
gmwing imvestor confidence in this sector.

and investments are
al to hamnessing Bharat’s
true edge — its people. India
currently has more than 20
percent of the global design
workloree. According to an
industrey estimate, the world
is expected to face a shortage
ofover one million
sermiconductor professionals
by the start of the next decade.
Indiais preparing to fll this
ap. More than 60,000 users
across 350 institutions and
start-ups are using world-
class Ii]u'mmir Diesign

A m (EDA) tools

nurtured un-

This surge in both demand and i
makes it essential for Bharat to secureits place
in the global semiconductor value chain.
Fordecades Indiawas told it had “missed
the bus" on semiconductors, That refrain
is no longer true. Under the India
Sermiconductor Mission, 10 semiconductor

Mariy
der the Design Linked Incentive (DL
scheme of the government.

Mt theSemiconductor Laboratory (SCL) in
Mohali, college students from 17 institutes
have already produced 20 chips. More such
chips will be ready in the coming months.

provided frec of cost by the
Government of Tadia, In 2025
alone, their usage has
exceeded more than

1.2 erowe hours,

CR Sasikumar

This kind of talent development will place
Bharat in a strong position in the semicon=
ductor industry. SCL is also being modemised
with thedreams of young innevators in mind
toensure that India’s talent can move from
the classroom to the cleanroom.

Global leaders are alsoi ing in knia's

WIWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

‘WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“The White House wanted India to bow: Instead, Marendra Modi flew to China,

shook Xi Jinpings hand and keft Washington sidelined ”

= THE GUARDIAN

More than
tax reform

Simplification of GST must be

accompanied by a
the states for

e
RANDEEP SINGIH
SURJEWALA

IN ZDI? WHEN Gfl'ms inerdumd it wias

Hallsm between the Centre and the states.
The statn surrendered substantial fiscal

plan to compensate
revenue losses

cannot usurp the large pool collected un-
der various "cesses” and amounting to
Rs L8 lakh crore annually. The levies on
sin and luxury goods make up about 7-8
per cent of all GST collections. These
cesses were created to compensate
states. But now, the Centre looks to cut
rates sharply from 88 per cent to 40 per
cent effectively. The “trick” being to keep
cesses outside the divisible pool and re-
tain them for the Centre, The states, al-
ready squeesed, lose both GST and cess
revenues, This is not simplification; it is
a betrayal of cooperative federalism.

In October 2024, the Modi government
had given a plan to share cess proceeds
cquallywﬂ.h the stan's.TDday the promise

pov acom- entre now want-
pensation ml:dlamsm and the prumlsc or ing to Im:p lhc cess pwcn:ds for itselE 1f
Article 2467, i such , states risk

Iy the 1015t Constitutional Amendment
2016, sought to give both Parliament and

e

being reduced to vassal states, Kalnmka
Kerala, Tamil Madu, Telangana, Himachal
Pradesh, Punjab, Jhalkl\and and West

GST and wias seen as
vation meant to preserve fiscal federalism
et the promise of *One Nation, One
Tax" was betrayed by seven confusing
GST tax slabs. And any goodwill that ex-
isted between the Centre and states has
been squandered by a ruling regime that
has dl:mulutran:d ar]l:a: and consistent
of i — fiscal

tabent. Lam Research is going to train 60,000

engineers inndia. Applied Materials, AMD,

aned Micrachip ane committing $1.1 billion for

R, I"uhlcrshr.u mth IISe, W, ud others are
e Inclia

and palitical — over those of the states.
States are up in anms against an attack on
fiscal federalism that threatens to rele-

gate the states af t he Unien into glorfied
municipal o

alsoworking closely mth partners in the LI'S.
Japan, thrELLandSmgam ter builel future-
\ncal talent
tullahﬂtlun ensunes that Bharat is not only
buileing for itself but for the world too,

Bharat's semiconductor journey is part
of the larger vision of PM Modi. [t began
with Digital India, a mission that built dig-
ital infrastructure and empowered citizens.
The India Stack, UP1, Aadhaar, and our tele-
com networks gave every Indian access to
technology at their fingertips. In parallel,
wie have also strengthened our electronics
production ecosystem. Now we are devel-
oping the manufacturing ecosystem for
semiconductors, electronic compenents,
and equipment.

‘The Semicon India Summit 2025, which
was inaugurated by the Prime Minister,
marks the contimeation of this journey. This
wear, more than 500 global industry leaders
From 48 countries are participating, com-
pared to about 100 last year. The world is
caming to our doorstep because steady
Bharat is the hope of aworld struggling with

The Central government's latest plan to
slash GST slabs is a welcome move, vindi-

Bengal are 1g together to form a
united front to address this issee if the cen-
tral government will not,

Here,it is important to recal | the prom-
ise of Articke 2464, It was introduced to pre-
went this exact imbalance and gave both
Parliament and state legislatures power to
make GST Laws, reserving exclusivity for
Parliarment only in inter-state trade through
IGST. The apex: court in Mohit Minerals vs
Unlunorlndlrll:mz]undcrsmmdlhls de-
sign, hol GST Council r
dations are not binding and that states re-
tain legislative autonomy. Cooperative
tiederalism, the Court said, must be “collab-
orative, not coercive”,

cating years of a consi
Iy the Leader of Opposition Rahul Gandhi
It promises simplification of GST, but for
states the decision must be implemented
i hywith a pl. TCOm-
pensation to latlumlisc the revenue losses
stiffiered by thet

Th:s isa :hallcngc that the Modi gov-

The
prtssurv:s.WlthUSurﬂshllunglmhancx
ports, states with export-intensive
economies like Maharashtra's textiles,
Gujarat's chemicals and jewellery,
Karnataka's IT and aerospace industries
and Tamil Nadu's auto parts are already
looking at stunted growth and jobs,

o the carpet. It
must answer the gquestions of how it will

o the states for the

Weak g their demestic revenues at
such a moment is a folly.
States are not oppasing GST rationali

thon of GST 2.0, Consadu the spttlrcs The
Union finance ministry claims conserva-

tively that the current GST rationalisation
will shave only Rs 40,000 crore off rev-

enues. But others have a far bigger estimate

sation. Their -oferis e (i)
Impose a levy on sin goods in addition to
the ad valorem taxes to keep the effective
burden intact, with the collection fowing
to states, (i) guarantee existing G5T rev-
enue protection for a further period of five

around s 80,000 crore and HSBC Rs 1.4

lakh crore. The states themselves warn of

damages upwards of ks 2.5 lakh crore.
'Ihc%um:mmntmstfmanswcrasm
how it plans to use the annual ces

years, (il | year 2024-25 as the
hase, grossing up cess collections, and cal-
culate on a rolling three year average as
supported by earlier GST Council prece-
dents, (iv] finally permit states to borrow
against deficits, as

nJapan,
South Korea, Singapore and Malaysia will
drive meaninghul collaboration.

Our goal is to make India a “procuct na-
tion”. The output from our semiconductor
plants will serve critical sectors such as tele-

electronics,

of Rs 1.8 lakh and what the long-tes
plan is for sharing it with the states. This is
the nnly guarantee oF wmpcnsallon lu
will ersure their
ence and allay the fear of being reduced to
mumclpalmcsohhc Ccnm: I.t'tus not for-

was dunc sul:u'ssl'u]ly before. These de-
fiscal collapse

ina time of financial uncertainty.
Finally. this is not menely a fight over tax
slabs or revenues, It is a fight over India's
federal democracy and to protect| fiscal Scd

com, autometive, datacrnl:rs_culuumu et thefina thestates  eralism. If states
i jics, ot just is intrinsic toth Fdemacracyand  of revenues, they risk being entirely de-
the basic structure. pendent on the Centre's whins and fan-

for India, but for thee whole workd.
Ower the next decade, asour semiconduc-
tor unm achieve maturity and. scall:_ Indla is

hub for the

entite semiconductor value chain,
Thewriteris Uion Minister for Electronics
and iformation Technology

Rasa in the classroom

Arts education needs to focus on nurturing ‘rasikas’, not just performers

GEETA CHANDRAN

IN KEEPING WITH the National Education
Palicy {N:F.I"] 2020 and tl\r Nallonal

have lhl: time nor their teachers the where-

o

them in a positive frame of mind. Small
thmgs ]lkt' this from our cultural virasa

Curric
(NCF-5E) 2023's policy gu:dﬂlncs for holis-
tic cdutatlml. for thc first time, arts educa-

tail and trainit istes,
‘What is required is a twt'al:mg of our as-
plratluns for arts cdu:allun in schools. Arts

tion that in tion to Indian art

Surms. including classical masic, danl:r: thr:\-
| +

1 ot aim to create artistes,
]nstcad it should be about creating razikas

visual arts, have b
in the primary and middle school curricula
froan the 2025-26 session.
As adancer. | believe that learning dance
is a transformative experience; it connects

audiences), teaching students
how to appreciate our diverse cultural diaro-
har and be able to use arts as a de-stressor
We have missed this boat simply be-
cause the experiential part of the arts — to

the classroom,
.i\lrsdmulscq r:dtummartms?l

schools, serious arts training remains dlﬂ'l

cult. Here, | must speak up for the dance and
music teachers in schools, They are expected
to create magic in that ane or two periods
that they are given, They are expected to
teach bharatanatyam, kathak, mohiniyat-
tam, kathalcali, ballet and what have you. This

Since GST accounts for a large chunk of

states' own tax revenues, the hitis direct: A
15-20 per cent dedline, roughly 0.5 per cent
of their GSDP. That is money that funds

in health centres

cies. Ironically this weakening of state au-

tonomy ultimately weakens the Centre

itself — a fact the regime refuses to learm.
If rationalisation is not undertaken in

inHary\ana.andwclfalr in states
\ea 2 Thl i

camc:.mum of the

will not be bered as reform It will be

that "bumgancy” will make up the foreseen
shortfall is like asking them to walk the
edge of fiscal ruin without a safety net.

remembered as a betrayal of the states.

The weriter is Member of Parliament, Rajya

Tothis end, the Government of India Sabha and an advocare
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
PM a1 SCO ml'dsIWashiwmﬂd tisk ul!wlcr-

THIS REFERS TO the Prime Minister's

sible when we create i dial
between music, dance and theatre teachers
inschools and then take it further and syner-
gise with ather subject teachers. We need to
Break sibos and see equal merit in education
through the arts,

Many schools take pride in the Fact that
in Class VI, stuclents are given the opportu-
nity to choose one activity and pursue it for
the next three or four years, during which
they are expected todelve doep into that sub-
Jl:n_ Though this is an uppurtuml’y o delve

the body with the mind and lcadstuasmsc just sit and listen to great masters, watch  isawaste of time for the student and an un-
But, today, my concem i legendary doesn't i realistic i ot ma.chn

dance. | view arts education i icway el at all. We are so preaccupied iloe to refier

inwvhich, rather th lisingit,  with the aspectedartsthatwe 1 have initiated in a wonderful school in

theatre, dance, music and the visual arts form
one single segment of education.

How do we teach it and how do we
make the next generation feel proud of our
legacy? How do we empower them to take
it forward 7 Above all, in today's stressful en-
vironment, how can they use the arts to de-
stress themselves?

This brings me to question the way in
which arts education is approached in
schools, Frankly, it is mere tokenism at the
mament. Dance/performance education is
restricted to annual days, August 15 and
January 26 functions. To put it bluntly, our
schools = bath private or govemment — are
simply not equipped to produce artistes or
even an artistic bent of mind. They do not

O An m

always want to teach children to perform.
But that can only come much later. First, one
needs to experience a performance af an

Faizabach, UR. where over the past decade or
50, we have tried to create interd isciplinary
learning through the arts. In one of my re-

art form si W sitting
sical note and understanding how it can
calmone's whale being; how experiencing
bty ield i

centisits, | cher
dents with the tabla. Shc had a tabla setin
the roorm and th

yi rosa.

In some of the schools | have been in-
volved with, we have tried touse the tanpura
as background music when students enter
the school in the morning. This simple act
calms them down. They may have been
yelled at by their mothers to get ready on
time; they could have had a fight while trav-
elling to school. They could be stressed about
:nmmplm Iwmtwulk assignments or an

urning itupside down, fiddling around o
see hor it was made, Then came a guided
viewing of a maestro's performance. The
teacher was stopping the video from time to
time, pointing out where the fayo) pace
changed, and how different fingernng alters
bath sound and rinthim She then imated the
Physics teacher to talk about sound trans-
mission, eche, tone, etc. This is the kind of in-
terdisciplinary and integrated learning that
mraad . illanlyt

tivity, y, it is -
op'n: If a child opts to pursue muslc he/she
becomes ablivious to ather forms of expres-
sion. Theatre, dance and visual art do not fig-
ure in her scheme of things. This is not the
way to go forward.
Guided viewing can be a huge resource
o amend this, We have to craft a basic arts
education curriculum that brings together
different art forms, and ofex-

‘A bridge called SCO' (IE,

built over decades. The most prudent
course, therefore, is to presenve robust

Washington have pushed the strategic
COMPass into uncertain waters, In re-
sponse, New Delhi has taken a categori-
cal stance: Stability along the Lr'\Cscrvu
asan“insurance policy™ for

September 2). The meeting between  strategie and diplomatic ties with the LS
Prime Minister Modi and imul L i I
Chinese President Xi Jinping signals a  interests and exploring opportunities to
pragmatic recalibration of Indian foreign reduce Friction with China,

policy. The tariffs imposed by Jui Panbcker K, Alappuzhi

HORROR IN CINEMA

THIS REFERS TO the article, Returns to
haunt® (IE, 2). Horror is no

lateral ties and exchanges.
Abhinay Shah, Lucknow

TIANJIN LESSONS

THIS REFERS T the editorial, Tutorial

from Thanjin'(IE September 2). The bilat-
| i ith China Il

¥

longer just blood, shricks, and shadows
= it's cinema's sharpest mirror. Ryan
Coogler's Sinners dared to shoot vam-
pirisrm on T0mim, not just toscane but to
spatlight systemic racial exploitation.
Today's horror, from Weapons to
Bramnayiggan,is less about monsters un-
der the bed and more about the anes
bauilt vty Durmtlt‘s. Guns, abuse, pa-

encesir

posure to writing on the arts. Such a cur-
riculum should offer an overview of vari-
ous forms of expression in India — of the
classical, but also the vernacular and the
folk This will lead to.a more holistic under-
standing of our culture.

b e

er. Her

isbatha competitor
atisbatha cor

triarchy, ilms confront
n:al ncnmwnhqncmn:ﬂallandﬁu

¥
and a partner wi flicting interests.
Historically, India's ties with China have
been fraught with tension on multiple
fronts, In the present scenario, shaped
parthy by UiSactions such as imposingex-
tra tariffs on Indian trade, India may find

The writer
envisioning of the role of arts is based on over
}wrd’«udn wawhng with m‘unli and

pura put

poas-

A listering

apapsr,indlanaxpmm .. .

B g i " " " IIClr.
But a disengaged or indifferent approach

war, tech uplmwa]. and climate crisis,
harror offers catharsis with edge. As
mainstream cinema often shumps into
forrmala, it's the horror genme that's prov-
ing tobe feardess, fresh, and socially alive.
Mayhe the true ghost haunting the in-
dustry isits fear of creative risk.

Babu Krishna, Bengaiun




VIDHEESHA KUNTAMALLA
NEW DELHI, SEFTEMBER 2

THE UNITED States is preparing to cap the
duration for which holders of student visas
can stay in the country.

On August 28, the Department of
Homeland Security (DHS) published a draft
regulation that would abolish the “duration
of status” [ DS} system, which has for nearly
half a century allowed F-1 academic students
and -1 exchange visitors o remain in the LIS
for as long as they were enrolled full-time,

and departure dates of peoplevisiting the LS.

Instead. their stay is marked as "D5",
‘which means they can remain for as long as
they are enrolled Full-time. Compliance is
overseen primarily by universities through
Designated School Officials (DS0s), and re-
ported to the Student and Exchange Visitor
Information System {SEVIS ), the student
tracking system of the DHS.

DHS is arguing that the DJS system needs
tochange. It has pointed to cases of students
staying in the US for decades, moving from
one program to another, and sometimes en-
rolling in language schools after obtaining

THEINDIANEXPRESS, WEDNESDAY, SEFTEMBER 3, 2025

EXPLAIN!

in US: How rules could change, and their impact

rwgularh,I and reduce uppurtunmcs for abuse.

‘What changes have been proposed 7

W Students can stay for up to four years
or until the end date of their program,
whichever is sooner.

W T stay bonger — to comiplete a degree,
pursue Optional Practical Training (OFT), or
enrol for a PhD — they would have to apply
for an EOS with US Citizenship and
Immigration Services [USCIS)
under the DHS.

This would involve filling

—1
LD
L_J

staying in F-1 status, which will effectively
end the practice of doing a “second Master's™,

W The duration of language study will be
capped at 24 months.

The change in the system will create a
new kayer of unpredictability, Houston-based
immigration attormey Chand Parvathe neni
told The tedion Express. “Lintil now, as long as
the school was confirming someone wasen-
rolled, USCIS did not get invobved. Now USCIS
could approve or demy.”

‘Who will be impacted if

®0
@ieExplained
#ExpressExplained

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

If there are questions of cu rn:nt or cumcmpumry relevance that you would like

lained, please write

What happens to students who are
already in the US?

Mothing changes immediately.

The State Department and CBP will con-
tinue to admit students under the DS sys-
tem until a final rule is put in place. The
Student and Exchange Visitor Program
[SEVT) of the LS Immigration and(ustums

(ICE) hasil

com

process moves forward, the changed rule
eould take effect in early or mid-2026.

What are

ing?

Universities and ad.vucacy groups have
sharply criticised the propasal,

The Presidents’ ﬂﬂldnﬂ: on Higher
Edlucation and Immigration. a body compris-

that thisis currently and stu-
dents need not take any action at this time.
I and when the rule is finalised, there will
be transition provisions, DHS has indicated.
Current students will be given fixed end
dates based on their existing 1-20s {certifi-

ules change?
and were compliant with visa rules. advanced degrees. Form |- J}gl’appllcanufnmm- EDUC&TlON Students inshort Master's
Thee g wenthasnow i In2023, the suspectedc 3 tend igrant status), aynotbedirectly  cate of eligibili
|ngastayctlhr\gufiuurytars.bwundwhlm F-1visa b 26, 3 sig- i providing financial evidence,and  affected, but ampone in a longer program or

will be toap-
by bo the DHS for an ‘extension of stay' [EDSJ

There are more than a million interna-
tional students in the US, a third of whom —
more than 330,000 — are from India.

Why does the DHS want to end D5?
Currently, no expiry date is put on the [-94
records of students who come to the US on F-
1 visas. [Form 1-94 is used by Customs and
Border Protection (CBP) to record the arrival

nificant number given the very large number
of F-1 and )-1 admissions to the US.

F-1 admissions had risen from about
260,000in 1980-81 tomare than 1.6 million
in2023; -1 exchange visitor admissions had

25001 since the mid- 19805 to.cross half
amillionin 2023,

submmmg their hiometrics. DHS may also
call applicants for an interview.
W The grace period after completing stud-
ies would be reduced from 60 days to 30 days.
W Transfers between schools would be
restricted: undergraduate students will have
tu :Dmpk:n: an academic )tar before mov-

secking work experience through OFT, will
beimpacted.

A two-year Master's followed by three
wearsof STEM OFT already exceeds the four-
year cap. PhD programs, which often take 5-
G years, would almost certainly require one
O more extensions.

of the second Master's

route closes a popular fallback option for
Indians who miss out on an H-1Bvisal meant

These numbers “pose achallenge to the il vill The
ananmm(‘sahdlrywmnnlwumdmw nutbcablctuct\angcpmpa:m mid-course.
s, ac fals. Itisar- L will not be allowed to start a
gued that assigning il ol ill allow groeat thesameor lower levelwhile  for speciality ocoupations ).

WA 15 GLOBAL

WHATTOKNOWABOUTBOLSONARO'S
COUPPLOTTRIAL, NOW NEAR VERDICT

BRAZIL'S SUPREME Court on Tuesd ay be-
inthe trial
of former President Jair Bolsonaro, who
faces charges of plotting a coup to remain
in power after he lost the 2022 election.
Thecase grabbed global attention af-
ter US President Donald Trump de-
nounced it as a “witch hunt" against his
ally and retaliated by imposing a 50 tar-
iff on many Brazilian goods.

‘Why is Bolsonaro on trial?
Bolsonaro, who was President of
Brazil between 2019 and 2022, was
charged with trying to dling to power af-
ter he lost his reelection bid to leftist
leader Luiz Inacic Lula da Silva.
Brazil's top prosecutor accused

Brazil's former President Jair
Bolsonaro. geuters

Bolsonaro of orchestrating a plot that in-
cluded a plan to poison Lula and his run-
ning mate and kill Supreme Court Justice
Alexandre de Moraes, who oversaw the
2022 elections as the top jud ge on Brazil's
electoral court.

Moraes now oversees the coup case.

leftist President’s former justice minister.

As President, Bolsonaro appointed

twio Supremse Court justices who are not
onthe panel.

Where is Bolsonaro ¢

e
to overthrow Brazil's democracy, but he
a atadepositi hetook
part in meetings looking for ways o re-
verse the outcome of the 2022 election.
He has been accused of five crimes:
taking part inan armed criminal organi-

is under house arrestina

high-end gated community in the capital,
Brasilia One of his lawyers said it was un-
clearif the former President would attend
the sessions Heis wearing a court-ordered
ankle monitor and is under full surveil-
lance after imvestigators found. adcr:umrn:

VINEET BHALLA &
VIDHEESHA KUNTAMALLA
NEW DELHI SEFTEMBER 2

y for F-1 status issued by
SEVP-certified schools ), plus a one-time
grace period. They would have to comply
with the new framework thereafter.

into effect?

Stakeholders have until September 290
submit comments on the proposal.
Comments on paperwork and SEVISchanges
are due by October 27

DHS must then r::wcw and respond to

g 580 Americ
ns[put‘sldmﬂsaldchmﬂm?.hasdmhd
it as “unnecessary”, and warned it would
WOFSEN LI'SCIS bacdklogs and dcmsn.r]mtsat
atime are still
from the shodk of the pandemic.

Houston-headgquartered RNLawGroup
said “only USCIS, not the DSO, can grant begal
an:uwal through Form [-539. Itstrt‘sscdd\at
yearcapor coulkd
trigger a three- or 10-year re-entryban.

However, Parvathaneni said that despite
the uncertainty, “the US is still the best coun-
try o get a very good, well-rounded educa-
tion”, and students who are already in the US
should focus on compliance.

That said, Parvathaneni a:knuwlt‘dgrd

that frequent

2

ing a final rube. If the

EXPLAINED

RTE and minority schools

SChas questioned a 2014 judgment that exempted minority schools from the ambit of Right to Education
Act. The key issue is to strike a balance between minority rights and the universal right to education

WHAT HAPPENS NOW?

THE CORRECTMNESS OF PRAMATI will
Bench

THE SUPREME Court om Momd doulbt
on a Constitution Bench judgment from a
decade ago that exempted minority educa-
tional institutions from the provisions of the
Right of Children to Free and Compulsory
Education Act, 2009 [RTE Act).
Actwo-judge Bench of Justices Dipankar
Datta and Manmohan, while deciding on
wihether the Teacher Eligibility Test [TET)was

be a
possibly of seven judges. The SC has
framed four questions for the Chief
Justice of India to place before alarger
Bench for consideration.

almost entirely onits analysis of a single pro-
wision of the Act — Section 12[ 1Hc)

mandatory for minority schools, held that This section i school:
the ruling in Promati Educational and Culture! - at Irasl 25% of seats in Class 1 for “children
Trust v Uinion af Indio [2014) ires recon- b sections and disadvan-
sideration by alarger Em:hudtthE tagrdg:wpsmthn neighbourhood™.

The court ohserved that by taki The court poi acritical conflict cre-

ity schools out of the ambit of the RTE Act.
the Pramatij
the fundamental right to quality education
for children studying in them.

The TET case judgment
The two-judge Bench ruled on a hatch of
appeals om whether (i) TET could be made

=ation; attempting o violently abolish
democracy; coup d'ébat; damage to gov-

ernment property; and damage to pro-
tected cultural assets.

Intheir formal arguments last month,
lawwyers For the former President said he
was innocent on all five counts. The
«charges are also linked to Bolsonaro's al-
leged rode in the riots of January 2023,
when thousands of his supporters in-
vaded and vandalised the country’s
Congress, presidential palace, and
Supreme Court, in a grim echo of the LS
Capitol invasion two years earlier by
Trump supporters.

may havec

ing political asybum in Argentina — an al-
legation that his lawyers demy

Simoe July, Brdsonamo has been banned

from contacting foreign officials, using
social media, or approaching embassies.

Although the maximum combined

sentence for the crimes Bolsonaro is ac-
cused of in Brazil could exceed 40 years,
lawyers anticipate a shorter term, not-
ing that 40 years is the country's maxi-
mum allowable prison sentence.

Criminal convicts often serve reduced

‘What comes next in the trial?

A five-justice panel at the Supreme
Court is expected to defiver verdicts and
sentences on the five counts against

‘sioms scheduled from September 2 i 12.

The panel includes Moraes, who is
overseeing the case, and four other jus-
tices, among them Cristiano Zanin, a for-

prison terms in Brazil

The Supreme Court case is the latest

obstacle to the political career of
EBolsonaro, who has expressed his inten-
tiom to run for President again in 2026,

In 2023, Brazil's federal electoral

courtdisqualified him from running for

public office until 2030, citing abuse of

political power during his 2022 presi-
ential i

mer attorney for Lula ino, the

for teachers in minority schools,
and (i) in-service teachers in non-minority
schools whowere appointed before the RTE
Act came into force, must pass TET to beeli-
gible for promotion or continue in service.
TET is the minimum qualification for ap-
pointment as teacher for Classes | w8,
The court refierred theissue of the applica-
hility of the RTE Act to minority schools to a

ated by the swrcpingcxl:mpnun While
Article 30{ 1) of the Consti tsthe

IF PRAMATT IS OVERTURNED,
minority schools may be requined to
|:|1|11|)|34I with RTE: reserving 25% seats
for children, ensuring
gqualified teachers, and meeting
minimum quality standards.

derclause {1} of Article 30..".

The court reasoned that the unigue char-
acter of minority institutions must be pro-
tected, It feared that forcing these institu-
tions to comply with the RTE Act would lead
toan “abrogation” of their fundamental right
und.cn'\rtlcll: 300 I]tu tablish and admin-

ring som g tothe LS.

was noneed o exempt minority institutions.
The right of an individual child should be
held higher than the collective right of
Eroups bo run institutions as they wish."

Following Pramati exception
The two-judge Bench cited a study by the
Mational Commission for Protection of Child
Rights, which found that only 8.76% students
in minority scl tvantaged
backgrounds, and that 62.5% of students be-
longed to no mnuntyl:ummumtlci
“Thisis indicati i

marty
bcl]r:d as 'minonty’ not serving their com-
Ausively, but inuing to en-

Joy exemption from inclusionary mandates,”
the Bench said.

After the RTE Act came into effect in
2010, pnvan: schools and minority groups

:sm il 15 of their choice”.

right of minority groups toestablish and ad-
mmlst\:‘rdﬂrlnsmutlum .i\mc]rzl.i\guar-

=aid that a “legal ohliga-
tion |u||dc7 Sectbon 12 1) c)| to admit chil-
dren belonging to weaker sections and dis-

aged groups in the neighbourhood

antees every right toed-
ucation. Thertfnn: the Bench d,  whoneed notbe
ysE ""tdr:—

nies duld.rm studyingin them the stabutory
benefits and protections that flow from the
Fundamental right under Article 214

The Bench called for a harmonious inter-
pretation where the rights under Article 214
and Artiche 30( 1) “can and must co-exist mu-
tually™ rather than one being treated as an
“ungualified trump card” over the other.

What Pramati ruling held

larger Bench, and passed a o ordeer for
in-service teachers of non-minority schools.

It directed that teachers with less than
five years of service remaining may continue
in their jobs without clearing TET, although
they would have to pass the test in order to
be promoted. Teachers with more than frve
years left for retirement must clear TET
within two years. (Anjuman fshaat e Taleem
Trust v. The State of Mahanshers)

Criticism of Pramati ruling

The Bench said that the verdict in Promati
appeared “legally suspect”, “questionable”,
and “disproportionate” because the frve-jucdge

The five-judge Ci Bench was
deciding the validity of The Constitution
{86th Amendment) Act, 2002, which intro-
duced Article 21A, and The Constitution
{93rd Amendment) Act, 2005, which intro-
duced Article 15(5) in the Constitution.

Auticle 21 Aestablished education asa fun-
c ight; Article 15(5) state

thers of
the mmonry cmmnunlry cannot be forced

[ the 25% quotainfringed on
their and the Law was chall
in court.

InApril 2012, a three-judge Bench upheld
the Act, but it exempted unaided minority in-
stitutions, ruling that quotas would “change
their character” and breach Article 3011 The

ausethatmay 2014 ll mii-
drsnuythcmmunrycharmruf:lrsdanl’ nority schools, regardiless of whether they re-
ceived government aid or not.
What the RTE Act says Following thrjudgml:nt, many private
The Act free ed- sl minorit;
ucation for children DF apges E—I4 Govern- status — sometimes with only a token minor-

ment schoc Freeed-
ucation toall mo]lr:d.chlld.mn aided schools
must provide free seats proportionate to the
aid they receive. Private unaided schools ane

1t — o escape RTE
Dr Latika Gupta of the Department of
Education at Delhi University said: “Many
so-called mlnnnry sl:huuls that were essen-

required to reserve 25% of entry-level seats
for children from disadvantaged groups, re-
imbursed by the state (Section 1201 )}c))

The Act sets minimum of

ially private aminority la-
bel could escape nonms. They did not admit

pcnr chl]:ln:n from their own mmmunlry
aselite i

pupil-teacher ratios, trained teachers, infra-
structure, and libraries, bans corporal pun-
nshml:nt and capitation fees, and places an

ion onall schools to contr touni-

to make special provisions for backward
classes, SCs, and STsineducational institutions,
including private educational institutions,
‘whcﬂu'rmd:d or unmdcd by tthratL‘ uthrr

than the
Pramati uphl:l:l the validity of both
mndmﬁ:nts,hutrull:\imatmcmi\:twas

e
entire RTE Act to minority institutions based

Vimsofar as it applies o mi-
nunrysdmuls aiched or unaided, covered un-

wversal education.

R Govinda, who was instrumental in
drafting the RTE, wrote in the Routledge
Companion to Primary Education in India
(2023}, that "the RTE Act is child-centric and
not institution-centric”. Govinda told The
Indimn Express: “We bc]lew:d |the fuct]| was

Gupta said that Tuesday's ruling takes a
step towards helping “children in minority
institutions to benefit from [RTE| norms on
libraries, pupil-teacher ratios, and bans on
corporal punishment, etc”.

Anita Rampal, a former dean of the
Department of Education at DU, described
the ruling as “a sound posi‘tian inline with
children’s rights". She said: “\chghr to
Frhlraﬂu with children’

lity of education, the

about the child, not
the administrative rights of schools. Thene

uFrr-arhrra-— et
dermines those right

C is un-

Trump’s govt buildings order: what classical architecture gave to modernism

SHINY VARGHESE
NEW DELHI. SEFTEMBER 2

us ?REIDENT Dunald Trump wants to
make again. A White

Rome. They sought touse classicalarchitee-
ture Ct our ¢ ¥
Republic \ml‘h the antecedents of demioc-
racy in classical antiquity."

It adds that in the 1960s, “the Federal
G largely replaced traditional

House Executive Order (EQ) issued on
August 2B, titled ‘Making Federal
Architecture Beautiful

', has held that new
federal buildings would

ARCHITECTURE

designs for new construction with mod-
ernist and brutalist ones™, which was “of-
ten unpopular—. |and
which| many in the pub-
lic found unappealing”.

The first important

be designed in classical
tional styles.

This is the third EO
on the subject, with the first issued during
Trump's first presidency in 2020, though
not much has changed on the ground yet.

The ED terms 'classical architecture’ as
derived from the forms, principles and vo-
cabulary of the architecture of Greek and
Roman antigquity, which has been refined
by Renaissance architects and 20th-cen-

1t buildings in
the US, the White House
and the Capitol, are designed in classical
styles, keeping columns and symmetry at
the forefront.

Classical architecture

The White House {left) and the United States Capitol in Wash

DC, are both

and context but it also becomes a yardstick
to measure the timeless nature of a build-
ing. Perhaps that is why many modem-day
architects continue to hold these concepts
as integral o their projects.

Here are three primary values of classi-
«cal architecture that we continue to see in
today’s buildings:

THE PERSON AT THE CENTRE

Classical architecture was anthropo-
morphic inits design, in that it used the hu-
man body as a model for buildings.

N

place and purpose — this tradition placed a
premium on monumentality and mass.

portions, Corbusier's Villa Savoye — buile
around the same time, and which hugely

Classical archil
Athenian idea of democracy. The Greeks and
Romans wanted buildings to represent the

linked from classical architecture.
Some of the well-known architects of

dernism, like Le Corbusier, Alvar Aalto

tury practitioners. vaalwes, and socdal and cultural icofit:
Inthe EQ, “The Founds people. s f inciples included
consciously mudclcd du:mnst important  balance, proportion and beauty. With its
buildings in Washington, D.C, on the clas-  columns, domes, arches, Barcelona Pavili

sical architecture of ancient Athens and

ol | N |

and Mies van der Rohe, drew inspirations
from classical tools of design. If in Mies's
{1929), the architectural

and
“societyof rooms” —where each room had a

plans present balanced and classical pro-

of classical architecture.

Continuing relevance

Omne of America’s most vocal architects
about classical architecture, Allan
Greenberg, has been talking about why this
style matters — not only does it honour site

epaperindianexpressicom .. .

says, “The ancient Greeks wsed
oolumns and statues of people interchange-
ably. Columns typically have capitals, like
human heads, formed their tops and the
thase corresponded to feet”.

MONUMENTALITY

Withits repetitive columns, arches, and
domes, classical architecture gave an aspi-
ration quality to spaces. Architects of the
215t century have also used repetitive con-
ventionsin their projects, be it the imposing
skyscrapers or the dizzying towers that
mark global landscapes mday. The White
House itself has planned a 90000 sq fit State
Ballroom which promises tobe an ornately
designed and carefully crafted space.

INNOVATION IN MATERIAL

The ancient Greeks did away with wood
and brought stone into their buildings to
give them a sense of permanence. Modern
architects have also been experimenting
with materials.

In his Paths Uncharted
(2011}, BV Doshi recalls taking Corbusier
toa jeweller's shop in Manek Chowk. “He
lay down on the floor, measured it and
found that it was no more than the length
of his body... He tried to give man dignity
through his dwelling. He would scale the

T:
today we barely give a thought when steel
frames are adapted into building structures.
Mechanical ventilation made room for air
conditioning, and hospital architecture of
the 19th century, with its emphasis on hy-
giene and natural light, madc waylorlagr

building in such a way that feltles:
than a king in his house.” Doshi writes.

winclows and c
ample light and fresh air into humcs mday

[ | B | [ |
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Redefining the policy for Bharat Broadband Mission

BharatNet, India's flagship rural broadband mission, highlights the gap between infrastructure creation and real usage. Despite extensive fibre rollout, low
utilisation and bureaucratic hurdles persist, demanding a shift towards local, entrepreneurial, and outcome-driven models for true digital inclusion

™,

DINESH
) TYAGI

When India launched its National
Broadband Plan in 2004, the vision was
ambitious — to build a di highway that
could bring high-speed internet to every
housahold, particularly in rural areas whera
connectivity remained poor. The plan
intended to create an infrastructure back-
bone that would eventually allow every
citizen, irrespective of geography., to partic-
ipate in the digital revelution. However, the
actual rollow nenly in 2011, under the
tional Optical Fibre Network (NOFN) pro-

gramme.

The goal of NOFN was to connect one lakh
gram panchayats through optical fibre.
Pilot projects were conducted in Rajaschan,
Tripura. and Andhra Pradesh, with comput-
ing Infrastructure provided by the
Government of India and broadband con-
nectivity enabled by BSNL. Despite these
afforts, the pilots failed to generate the
desired impact.

The primary reason was that last-mile
resources were not designed around entre-
preneurial incentives; instead, they func-
tioned on short-term contracts. When
central Government support ceased, states
were reluctant to assume financial and oper-
ational responsibilities, leaving the pilots
abandoned. Communities saw little be nefit,
and the model was not considered worthy
of replication

The Emergence of Bharathet

In 2014, the Government relaunched NOFN
under the banner of BharatNee, aligning it
with the broader Digital India programme.
Recognising that broadband access was
central to bridging India's deep d
divide, B focused on

fibre rellout and establishing last- mile
access points so citizens could avail them-
selves of services closer to their homes

Implementation Strategy

BharatNet was rolled out in two phases

» Phase | sought to connect ene lakh gram
panchayats through three central public
sector undertakings — BSNL, RailTel, and
Power Grid Corporation of India. Fibre
laying for this phase was completed by

December 2017

» Phase Il targeted the remaining 1.5
lakh gram panchayats, with an initial

EEEJI{E:E LY, completion deadline of March 2019, later
=il i axended to August 2021

AGENCIES To address the diverse needs of differ-

SUBCONTRACT ent regions, the Gevernment experiment-

WORK TO ad n:irh :nms: md;lqatho Smo-lcé"r;‘ﬂcl.
TR the Privata Sector Model, and the CPSU-led

[HI ERMEDIARI Model

ES, WHO IN Several narthern and north-castern

TURN HIRE

LOCAL This decentralisation was meant to foster

VENDORS. IH ] ownership at the state level and accom-

MULTILAYE
STRUCTURE

modate regional differences.

Infrastructure and Usage gaps
Despite the emnawo ﬁbm rollout, utili-

The BBNL Experiment
To manage and expedite the rollout, the
Governmant created Bharat Broadband
Natwark Limimd (BENL). Its mandate was
¢ private [5Ps to utilise
BharatNet infrastructure. However, most
officers in BENL were deputed from BSNL,
bringing with them the same b
nd culture. Instead of becom-
ing @ nimble facilitator, BBNL added
another bureaucratic layer.
states relied on CPSU-led implementation, KoT' issues included:
» Delays in troubleshooting and problem

to ancoura

iciner

resolution.
poor maintenance

ranties

participation of other service providers
and undermining the neutrality of the

natwork

rendered !\Ol"\'lﬁl‘k unusable.
ok

» Obselescence of equipment due to

» Weak enforcement of supplier war-

DILUTES
ACCOUNTABILI

sation low. = flicl with state states were unwilling, BENL stepped in.

TY AND The underlyl ian was that lnr.rprwa«.- players. Later, with BENL merged into BSNL, the
g ol $ta :oCo\-ernmonmnd privata 1SPs would Eventially, the maerged \lity for selecting rellout agen-

:’Jul\?ﬁl;:‘(:.’[AL use BharatNet infrastructure to deliver BBNL back inte BSNL. cies, setting up WiFi, and providing FTTH
J ] internet services to households and insti- (fibre-te-the-home| connections shifted

VIABILITY tutions at the village lovel, Accordingly, Operational Challenges entirely to BSNL. However, the rellout con-

last-mile equipment such as Optical
Network Terminals (ONTs) with solar
systems was installed in panchayar ar

school bulldings.
The wiiter t retived 145
officer

@ ovainpionesr

@ FmenaitPiones
Q) ™ Pionesr
wsers was minimal

Howewer, many of these bulldings
faced frequent power cutages, and equip-
ment often remained unused after office
hours. Inadequate local ownership led to
theft, disrepair, or complete disuse of
assats, Thus, while the physical network
existed on paper, its actual benefit to end

due to lack of maintenance

Attempts at Course Correction
Learning from Phase |, the Government
decentralised aspects of Phase 1, allow-
local architectures and
hotspots at panchayar
levels. Funds were transferred to states for
implementation, and in cases where

ing states to des|
even sot up Wil

project:

remained negligible

Several systemic challenges plagued the

» Focus on laying fibre, not on usage
maodels: fibre was laid in 1.5 lakh pan-
chayats, but household-level utilisation

# Last-mile ownership issues: ONT devices
at panchayats and schools often lacked

nectiviy.

Why the Delays?

The fundamental ebjective was to provide
high-quality broadband to rural house-
helds., but the Government's facus tilted

» Poormaintenance: BSNL, despite being
paid, could net effectively maintain
fibre. Frequent cuts and dislocations

batteries
and equipment ucca me dysfunctional

tinues to lag. with many panchayats still
waiting for meaningful broadband con-

FIRST
Column

bureaucracy, where the goal of digital
empowerment was overshadowed by
the mechanics of execution.

A Rethink: Towards Sustainable
Local Models

India's rural broadband policy needs a
shift from centralised contractor-driven
execution to local entreprencur-led
models. If agencies for fibre laying and
maintenance were engaged at the district
or block level, accountability would
increase significantly. A model RFP could
beissued at the local level, with contracts
and payments handled locally

Alternative: A DBT-Led Approach

Another promising alternative is a Direct
Benefit Transfer (DBT) model. Under this,
households could receive a fixed subsidy
for broadband services for a defined
period, say five years. Service providers —
be they private telcos, cable operators, or
cooperatives — would then have a guar-
anteed customer base, encouraging them
grassively expand fibre in rural

Non-Traditional Solutions

In addition to terrestrial fibre, satellite-
based broadband networks can be lever-
aged in remate or geographically challeng-
ing areas where fibre rellout is impracti-
cal, With new low-earth- otult satellite

, this
aption could ensure no community is loft
behind
The Road Ahead

The Bharat Broadband Mission, in its

current form, reflects a gap between

intent and impact. While massive invest

mants have gene inte laying infrastructure,

real benefits to rural households remain

limited. India's aspiration of a digitally

inclusive society demands a paradigm

shiftin approach:

= From centralised bureaucracy to local
accountability.

« From process orientation to eutcome
arientation,

» From infrastructure obsession to service
delivery focus.

Time is of the essence. Every delay
widens the digital divide and denles rural
citizens opportunities in education, health-
care, commerce, and governance.

clear ownership or

India deepens defence ties with Fiji

Its pristine beaches and turquoise waters
may induce a sense of calm and well-being for
the thousands of tourists whe flack to the tiny
archipelago of Fiji, nestled in the midst of the
wast Pacific Ocean, But Fiji, like the other small
island states in the Pacific, is also at the centre
ofa raging battle for influence between China
and other world powers, given its strategic loca-
tion

This tussle has acquired an added edge as the
Inde-Pacific region, where these island nations
straddie vital sea lanes, gains greater salience
and countries devise stratagems to contain
China

India's relling out of the red
carpet for the Fijian Prime Minister
Sitiveni Rabuka recently, therefore,
not only lent a fresh impetus to
bilateral ties but alse gave the ewo sides an
opportunity to discuss behind closed doors the
perils of Beijing's territorial ambitions

Rabuka has not been pre-China though he
has successfully walked the diplomatic
tightrope by not jeopardising relations with it
even while openly declaring that he is not in
favour of Beijing having a military base in the
Pacific islands region. India, with its own ter-
ritorial dispuces with China, sees Fijl as avalu-
able partner in stepping up collaboration
with it in the defence and security arenas.
India’s outreach is also in consonance with its
‘Act East’ policy.

Bilataral relations that once pivoted around
the Indian diaspora have now transcended
people-to-people links and need to be scen
from the prism of the defence and security
framework, given Beijing's hegemoenic ambi-
tiens in the Indo-Pacific region and elsewhere,

Though these island states lie thousands of
miles away, India has been assiduously court-
ing tham as part of its own strategic moves in
pursuit of a free, open and secure Indo-Pacific,
As New Delhi explained during Rabuka's visit,
it wants to "collaborate in the regional secu-
rllnnt:hlmlum .

lew Delhi and Suva have enjoyed close ties
for overa century. Nearly one-third of the arch-
ipelago's population is of Indian origin, with
their forefathers having ravelled to Fiji as inden-
eured labour from 1879 anwards right until 1920,

Rabuka, once an army man himself, had
seized power in the archipelago through a coup
in 1967, notably ousting the first Fijian PM of
Indian origin, Timoci Bavadra. A lot of water has

flowed under the bridge since,
EIJ‘-' EW“‘"" with Rabuka in later years being
6 8 clected twice as the PM. His most

recent victary was in 2022, and for
New Dalhi it was essential to reach out to the
leader of a nation that enjoys a pre-eminent
position ameng the Pacific island states,

Fiji hosts the headquarters of the multilater-
al grouping, the Pacific Islands Forum, where
India is a dialogue partner.

It is also an important member of the
decade-old Forum for India-Pacific Island
Countries (FIPIC) founded by India. Three FIPIC
Summits have been hosted at the prime min-
isterial level by India, with the inaugural ene
being held in Fiji in 2004,

Reflecting New Delhi's desire to forge closer
defence ties with Fiji, the jeint seatement a fer
Rabuka's meeting with Modi noted that the
Indian PM “reaffirmed India's commitment to
advancing priority areas of cooperation out-
lined in the MoU on Defence Cooperation in
2017, and to supporting Fiji's strategic priorities
in these arcas.”

In stepping up its defence and security
partnership with Fijl, India has also signalled
to ather Pacific island states the signifi it

amid Pacific power rivalry

The growing India-Fiji ties in defence are also
reflected in the secting up of a joint working
!‘roupllwﬁl.whlch et for the first time in July.

ew Delhi has also decided to post a defence
attache in the Indian High Commission in Fiji
and will also provide defence equipment,
capacity bullding and training to the archipel-
ago's milicary forces.

It will also be providing the military forces
with two sea ambulances

Rabuka's visit saw the onboard ing of Fiji onto
India’s Indo-Pacific Oceans Initiative, one of
whose focus areas is maritime security. Fiji sees
chis Initative aligning with PM Rabuka's Ocean
of Peace vision that seaks to highlight the Pacific
region's role in promoting peace, stability, and
maritime harmony amidst the flerce geopolic-
ical jostling for influence.

Even as the security partnership gathers
momentum, New Delhi is also cager to empha-
sise its role as a development partner of Fiji. In
doing so, it is clearly seeking to position itself
inapositive light as opposed to Beijing's debt.
inducing execution of projects. And yet. it is
wall-nigh impossible for these small island
states to completely reject Beljing's offers to
build ded infrastructure for them.

attaches to strategic ties with the region. ene
where China has been making deep inroads
Under the rubric of defence and security,
India and Fijl emphasised the

Many among them, including Fiji, have joined
China's Belt and Road Initiative (BRI).

The countries hoping te contain China,

fore, cannot afford to slacken in their

of
ensuring the security of Fiji's Exclusive

Econamic Zone {EEZ).

This is particularly noteworthy given that
China, as is its wont with other countries in its
region, has been eyeing its maritime resources
and been involved in illegal fishing there. With
their vast. resource-rich EEZs, it has become
imperative for the Pacific island states to
protect their froma p ¥ China

diplomatic overtures to the Pacific island
nations. India, being China's close neighbour,
would know this only too well,

e witrs senior @ cayponee
joumalist andwiteson @) emapainPionesr
strategio adfairs N

» Dependence on BSNL: since the GPON-
OLT was located in BSNL exchanges,
backhaul access was restricted, imiting

towards p

- vendor
selection, fibro-laying contracts, mainte-
nance audits, and invelce monitoring. The
result was an ecosystem bogged down in

N. with |
enmmnouml and citizen-contric models
is eritical to ensuring that India's villages
are not left behind in the digital

India’s resilience : Turning
tariff crisis into reform

taken the first important step by streamlining
the GST. With only 2.6 per cent of the global man-
ufacturing share, India has a huge scope to scale
up its manufacturing base to ralse its share in

While the 50 per cent US tariff an Indian
axports isdisheartening, it is crucial to view the
matter in its proper perspective. Exports are
impartant to our groweh — the export-import
differential is a component of the GDP, and it
begets the forex so essential to pay for our
imparts, especially for oil, of which we import
90 per cent of our requirements. The adequa-
cy of forex reserves is often judged by how many
menths of essential imports they can cover, with
twelve considered optimal, However,
accumulating forelgn currency is not

costless: conversion of fareign curren- []f
ey Inte rupees expands liguidity mEYIT:
without a parallel rise in output,

causing inflation

In June 1991, our forex reserves dipped below
$1 billion, werth just three weeks of imports. [t
forced us to change. Since then, we have tra-
versed a long way, today, our reserves ang touch-
ing §700 billion, almost matching our annu.
impaort bill for goods (§720 billion in FY202s),
While our trade deficic was 283 billion, our
current account deficit, which also includes trade
in services and transfer payments, was only $94
billion, and our overall balance of payments,
which includes capital transactions, showed a
deficit of only §5 billion = in fact the forex
reserves increased by $22 billion during FYzo2s
from net service exports and remittances which
together brought in §325 billion, more than off-
setting the trade deficit.

With the USA, we had a trade surplus of §41
Billion, while the invisibles remained more or
less balanced. Even if this entire surplus is wiped
out by the enhanced tariffs, itwill not spell doom
for India's economy orits external account. Yes,
itwill cause many job losses in impaortant export
sectors like apparel. goms, and shrimps, which
must be addressed

Further, with India's rating upgrade to BBE by
S&P and inclusion in the |P Morgan and
Bloomberg emerging market bond Indices,
India now has cheaper access to foreign capital,
in stark contrast to 1991

Ourexport basketis alse highly diversified —
they do not depend on any single country,
Besides trade, they are also powered by services,
of which India is a world leader,

Our growth is not export-driven — over 70 per

GOVIND  GDPsignificantly from the current 17-18 per cant

BHATTACHARJEE — China's share is aver 27 per cent. The strate-
£y requires a f | ehange:

ing from I I like ling

imparted components to those with high value,
and modemising production methods, such as
the textle sector, with technology and Al
‘Once our products become globally competitive
to reduce our import dependence, it does not
mateer whether they are sold inside or outside
the country
To weather the tariff storm, we need more
Atmanirbharta, whose main pillar now is the
Production Linked Incentives [PLIJ. launched in
2020 across 14 critical sectors to
. boost domestic manufacturing,
VONEET roduce imports, and promote
TYM  cxpores. While successes are visible
in electronics, especially smart-
phones, pharma products, automobiles, includ-
ing EVs, and rencwables, other sectors like tex-
tiles, steel, etc., have lagged far behind
The Make in India initiative, launched in 2014
to transform India into a global manufacturing
hub, now spans 27 key sectors, including auto-
mabiles, textiles, defence, electronics, aviation,
wete. Ithas led to policy reforms (liberalised FDI,
faster clearances, improved ease of doing uu sI-
ness),
ridors, smare cities). and skilling (Skill Ind
Startup India) to transform India into an attrac-
tive investment destination and almost double
the FO1 inflows to $81 billion
But structural challenges persist. Logistics
«costs remain a major hurdle, estimated at 13-14
per cent of GDP compared to 8-9 per cent in
China, and must be brought down through
improved multimedal transport, freight corri-
«dors, and enhanced port capacity. Power tariffs
forindustries are also among the highesein Asia,
demanding rationalisation of cross-subsidies
Along with simple and stable tax and tariff
regimes, we also need labour reforms. The four
labour codes passed in 2020, nomn:lll game
gors, rermain uni
Alis reshaping job markets, but engineering edu-
«cation and skill systems are yet to align with the
«changing landscape, making deeper industry-
acadermic collak | ollrell
is not a retreat from globalisation, but a strat-
gy to engage with the world from a pesition
«of strength

'm-ﬁwiawwm

cent of it comes from domestic
The present crisis rather gives us a chance to self-
correct, as in 1991, by implementing path-
breaking reforms. The Covernment has already
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OPINION [H]

Editor’s
TAKE
SCO Challenges
US Hegemony

The coming together of Russia, India and China
could be detrimental to US interests and challenge

its megemony like never before

The recently ¢ ded Shanghai C ion Organisation
(SC0) summit was significant on various counts: It
announced China's emergence as a global leader, signalled
the beginning of a multipalar world order, and undedined

India's dilemma of whether to look East or West. Indeed, the

Tianjin summit marks a decisive moment in glabal
geopolitics. With the presence of Russia, India, Iran, and

newer members such as Belarus, the gathering underscared

the bloc's growing weight as an alternative alignment of
nations challenging the traditional Western-led framework.
China on its part used the platform to project its role as the
tarchbearer of multipolarity,

Far President Xi Jinping, the gathering was not merely

diplomatic theatre but an assertion of China's ambition to
craft a new global order - one where US hegemony is
checked by collective cooperation among states weary of
Western dominance. With Moscow economically weakened
yet politically aligned, Beijing has emerged as the dominant
fiarce in geopolitics of the day. The emphasis on trade
corridors, rail connectivity, and collective security is a clear
extension of Xi's Belt and Road Initiative, reframed as a
multilateral enterprise. For Washington, the summit
represents a troubling signal. The SC0 now brings together
nations ranging frem long-standing adwersaries like Iran and
Belarus to “swing states” such as India, whose participation
complicates U5 attempts to forge cohesive coalitions against
China and Russia. The US tariffs, trade uncertainties, and its
stand on Gaza and Ukraine have created openings far China
to present itself as a more stable economic and political.
While the SC0 still lacks the institutional muscle like NATO ar
the EU, its sheer size - covering nearly half the world's

and vast natural

- gives it patential

welgl\t Its political narrative is equally significant: That US
dominance is neither inevitable nor universally desirable.

Far India, the SCO summit highlights bath opportunities

and dilemmas. New Delhi's participation gives it a seat at the
tabla in shaping Eurasian security and trade, but it also
exposes contradictions in aligning with a bloc dominated by
Beijing. Though India's stand on terrorism has been
acknowledged by SC0 there is lang way to go when it comes
ta mending fence with China.

Prime Minister Narendra Medi's careful statements in
Tianjin - emphasising “mutual respect” and “sensitivities"-
reflect this balancing act. India cannat afford to blindly follow
either camp. Supporting China's global vision risks
undermining its Indo-Pacific partnerships with the US, Japan,
and Australia through the Quad. The Tianjin summit showed
that the 5C0 is na longer a marginal bloc but an arena where
the battle of global narratives is unfolding, For China, itis a
stepping stone towards multipolarity and an alternative to

the US-led arder whereas India needs more elbow reom to
assert itself and become equal partner in multipolar verse.
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TRUMP'S TARIFF STAND

REFLECTS SHIFTING PRIORITIES

Danald Trump says that “india’s
offer to cut their tasiffs to
nothing has come oo late and
they should have dare this years
aga” (Sep. 2).

What mare does he expect -
reduction with retrospective
effect? It rakses questions
whether the real reason for
impoding 50 per cent tarifts an
Inclia lies elsewnere,

One cannot miss Trumg's
sudden warmth towards Pakistan
and its semy chief, Field Marshal
Agim Munir, twice hasted in the
White House recently. This is the
same President who in his first
term accused Pakistan of
providing “nothing but lies and
deceil, after receiving billkans of
dollars in aid fram America”.
Clearly, times and priorities
have shifted.

Trump has made no secret of
his ambitian for the Mobel Peace

peace among nations”.

endorse his candidature.

In the end, Trumg's shifting

e than enhERCIng It

Please send your letter 1o the infoldailypioneer.com,
In nat more than 250 words, We appreciate your feecbac.

Prize, swarded to individuals
“wiho have done the best work
fow promating fratérnity and

He appears 1o regard it as a
right, particularty since Barack
Obama received it in 2009, His
claim that he prevented several
wars, including the four-day
conflict between nuckear-armed
India and Pakistan in May 2025,
has been welcomed by Pakistan,
desperate far aid and heen to

But Imdia has firmly denied
any US rale in ending hostilities,
Tes punish the warkd's largest
democracy for such denial is not
diplomacy but folly. The most
powerful man alive cannot expect
every leades Lo dance ta his ne,

stance rishs eroding credibility

V IAYARAMAN | CHENNAI

Thailand in turmoil: Lessons for India

The upheaval in Thailand not only underscores the cycle of judicial interventions and political instability but also
carries lessons for India as it confronts its own unsettled borders

=

larrived in Thailand last Friday just as Bangkok
was rocked by the Constitutional Court's expact-

ad ruli i al of Paetongtarn Shi I
who became PM last year after an election in
which demacratic parties like her Pheu Thai and
the Move Forward Party swept the vore.

Only the previous Friday, her father, a long-
time critic of the military-monarchy and former
PM Thaksin Shinawarra, was acquitted by a court
of a royal defamation charge. His daughrer,
sister, brother-in-law, and two others connect-
ed to him, five elected PMs were sacked since
2008. The super-judicial Constitutional Courtwas
farmed in 1997 by members handpicked by the
Monarch and the Army. The CC's latest interven-
tion followed a four-day barder clash (July 24-28)
bernween Cambodia and Thailand in which
President Trump had claimed credit for the
ceasefire using the tariff weapon.

During PM Shinawatra's confidential phone
conversation with former Cambodian PM Hun
Sen, whom she calls "uncle®, she agreed to
"handle the border situation” while criticising

L~

Cambodian territory but left out other dispur-
ed pockers. The latest incident on 24 July clearly
establishes linkages to feuds between the Sen-
Shinawaera clans and the dismissal of PM
Shinawatra. Gen Srey Duk, Deputy Commander
ofthe Royal Cambodian Army and Commander
of the 3rd Suppore Division, was killed in the
fighting. Before the clashes, Duk was engaged
in negotiating with Maj Gen Sompop Parang
of the RTA near Chongbuk, a disputed site. Duk
had been involved in border talks since the 2011
clashes, Another Cambedian Ceneral was
reportedhy killed in the Thai counterattack. Duk

the Royal Thai Army, naming Army Commander ('M‘I‘AD:] FRY‘ was accused of starting the fighting; his wife
Lt Gen Boonsin Padklang. The classified conver- AWARDS ARE had organised a music festival in the disput-
sation leaked by Sen was called a betrayal by TRADITIOMALLY  ed Emerald Triangle. This was seen as a sign
Thailand. given the longstanding family ties GIVEN FOR ofescalation. Thailand employed four Gripen
berween the Shinawatras and the Sens. Further, T Swedish fighters recently acquired as a right
Senwarned in a public speech: "The neighbourly h),{ FRAQRDINW to defend Eow.-reignty. S:vedqen was accusged
betrayal disguised as friendship® and accused ACTS UI'_BR"\VE‘RY of selling lethal equipment to conflict Zones,
the Shimawatras of disrespect to the Thai mili- AND PERSONAL byt both countries elevated bilateral relations
tary and monarchy, the ultimate badge of COURAG, to 'strategic’.

henour in Thailand. The outcome of the ethical - CTRATE The clash was intense on [uly 24, when
robe ordered by the CC end of July was trig- DhMONH]RAIhD IF\] Cambedia fired BM-21 rockets and artillery,
P ¥ v £ THE FACE OF THE v
gered by Sen. s i destroying a Thai hospital, a 7-Eleven store, and
A quick study of the war is instructive. ENEMY WITH killing eight civilians. Eleven Thai soldiers were
Thailand and Cambodia have an 817 km border. SERIOUS RISK TO  killed in the clashes. Uneasy calm prevails on

There are a number of border crossings, and
border trade in 2024 was USD 4.4 bn. Casinos
recently legalised in Thailand are popular
amaong Cambodians and are one source of fric-
tizn. The crown jewel of the dispute is the Preah
Vihear temple claimed by both; four other
temples and a 12 sq ke Emerald Triangle, which
sits at the junction of Laos, Cambodia, and
Thailand, are also disputed. In 1907, during
French colonial rule, the area was mapped, but
the border was not properly demarcated,
leaving several dispured pockets.

All colonial rulers marked borders for "rule
longevity and convenience," which is most vivid
on the map of Africa. Thailand was uniquely not
colonised. The most violent border incident was
in 2008, triggered by Cambodia by designation
of Preah Vihear as a World Heritage Site. In 2011,
Cambodia took the dispute again to the IC|
whese 1962 verdict ruled Preah Vihear was on

THE RECIPIENT

‘Commander of IPHF South,
511 Lanka, and a founder
member of the Defence
Plansing Staff, which

s curvently the Integrated
Defence Saff

the border as Thailand has suffered heavily due
to mine incidents while its soldiers pacrolled
the disputed borders after the ceasefire. Six
mine injuries occurred since the ceasefire on
July 28 - August 9, August 12, and August 27
(two earlier on 16 and 23 July).

Thailand has accused Cambadia of violating
the Otrawa Convention, which bars the use of
plastic mines. Malaysian Prime Minister and
Chair of ASEAN Anwar lbrahim, along with
Viernam and Singapore, brokered the cease-
fire; the US pushed for a peaceful resolution
ofthe dispute though Thailand wanted to settle
the dispute bilaterally. On August 1, Thailand
took out a foreign delegation representing 23
countries o the disputed sites. Among the
observers was the Indian Naval Attache. On
August 2, Thailand d the martyrs

disputed pockets with China on the LAC. The
ones most recently numbered were in East
Ladakh, where qualified disengagement has
occurred, bue there is little sign of de-escala-
tion and de-induction. Wich Pakistan, the LoC
rernains unstable, and cross-border terrorism
continues despite the new Modi normal. Qur
Chiefs of Armed Forces are rushing into
lesson-learning and drawing benchmarks
afper Op Sindoor on the theatrisation, nature
of future wars and politico-military decision-
making, forgetting that Op Sindoar was a four-
day clash [like Thailand-Cambaodia). It was
unrypically non-contact, beyond visual range,
whiere manned systermns did not cross the inter-
national border(LeC. Itinvelved the IAF in the
lead and its air defence systerns and other land-
based rockets and missiles, virtually leaving our
ofthe batde the Army and Navy. No casualties
were officially announced, though civilian casu-
alties were higher than the military casualties.

The 127 gallantry awards included Vir
Chakras, Mahavir Chakras, and Sarvottam
Yudh Seva Medal, 40 distinguished service
rnedals. For the first time in the history of Indian
military operations, no citations were record-
ed and gallancry awards were given for non-
contact conflict Gallantry awards are tradition-
ally given for extraordinary acts of bravery and
personal courage demonstrated in the face of
the enemy with serious risk to the recipient.
This could have been only marginal in the
beyend-visual-range 88-hour exchange of fire.

The profusion of awards. lack of trans-
parency about citations, casualties, and equip-
rmentlasses are unprecedented and could tell
another story. The major political lesson for
India from the Thai-Cambedia berder clash is
to settle borders with China and, more urgent-
ly, with Pakistan. But this can anly be done if
Delhi agrees to negotiane with slamabad. The
Thai-Cambedia border clashes have led to the
killing of a Ceneral and regime change in
Bangl:alt — another Shinawatra casualty and

politcal i paving the way

ofthe fighting near the border. India has many

fm possibly another Army PM,

The Power of Thought and the Discipline of Mind

RAJYOGI BRAHMA
KUMAR NIKUN]J JI
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The human mind is an extraordinary inscrument,
holding capacities so vast that we often underestimare
them. It can create, remember, imagine, and even mravel
inco the past or future at will. Few pause to recognise
thar everything visible in our physical world today — every
object we see, touch, or hold — first existed as an idea
in the mind. In essence, the outerworld is nothing more
than a manifestation of the inner one.

Every inventiom, structure, or system began as a
thought, a tiny spark of consciousness. The lightbulb thar
banished darkness, the aeroplane thar conguered dis-
tance, or the smarcphone that connects continents — all
began in the silent space of someone's mind. Thought
is the first step towards creation. Bur this creative power

is not limited to technology or science. It seeps into every
layerof ourlives — our relationships, our emational well-
being, and the way we interpret the world around us.
The influence of thought is especially evident in our
health. Positive thinking has been shown to reduce soress,
uplift mood, and nurture resilience. Conw.-r;ely nega-

It serengthens our mental fabric, allowing positive
thoughts to take raot and lowrish. Meditarion is not abour
escaping reality bur about restoring our ariginal spiri-
tual gualities — peace, love, purity, power, and wisdom
— thar are often buried beneath layers of body-conscious-
ness and weakness. It equlps U3 [0 Create an inner armos-

tive thinking can spiral into anxiety, h and
even physical ailments.

A single thought can spark peace or chaos, depend-
ingon its nature. And thoughts are never isolated; they
artract others of similar quality, forming chains that gain
momentum, Gentle, constructive thoughts bring stabil-
ity and joy, while hurried, destructive ones can sweep
away years of effort like a storm. It is no exaggeration
to say thar every revolution, every downfall, begins first
a3 a thought. This is why ald sayings remind us that once
an image — whether divine or devilish — takes root in
the mind, its manifestation is almostinevitable. Teday,
we live in an age dominated by speed. temptation, and
moral decline. Negative thoughts seem to multiply effort-
lessly, while positive ones remain fragile and fleeting.
Often, before noble intentions can take shape, they are
overwhalmed by the heavier current ofin nurweale ness

phere of of the chaos outside.
Atits most refined stage, the mind can even transform
hostile surroundings and radiate healing energy outward.
Ourchoughts are not idle whispers in the brain; they are
active seeds. Each one holds the potential to shape our
furure experiences. That is why it becomes crucial to
pause, to observe the narure of the thoughts we are nur-
turing. Are they giving us strength or draining it? Are they
cultivating peace or feeding conflict? Every momentwe
are sowing seeds that will blaom into our future world.
The power, then, lies in conscious choice. By monitor-
ing and directing our inner dialogue, we can choose to
strengthen what uplifts us and dissolve what drags us
down. To think positively is not naive optimism — it is
a deliberate act of creation. Take charge of your
thoughrs, for they are not just shaping your happiness
today but carving the warld you will step it tomarrow.

and excernal pressures. In such a climate, cull Ea
disciplined, powerful mind becames not just a choice
bura necessity. This is where meditation plays a vital role.

( Thie wiiter is 3 spiritual educator & popular cokmnist -J

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Celebrate festivals, support local

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has once again appealed
to the people to embrace Swadeshi goods during the
festive season. He emphasised “Vocal for Local' and
‘Aatmanirbhar Bharat', urging Indians o promote and
prefer homegrown products. While he has consiszent-
Iy encouraged the use of Swadeshiiterns, this partic-
ular call can also be seen against the backdrop
of high tariffs recently imposed by the United States on
Indian expores.

India today stands as the fourth-largest econamy in
the world, and such tariffs inevitably affect its export
sector and overall economic strength. To minimise dis-
ruption, maintain stabiliy, and safeguard India's
global posmun it bncomes ultal thar people support
local ind by on fareign
goods. The country is almady facing natural disasters
and terrorist challenges in northern states, making eco-
nemic resilience more critical. Festivals are not only
occasions of joy but also a reflection of our culrural
values, traditions, and heritage.

Therefore, it is our responsibility to celebrate them
by promaoring Indian goods as choosing Swadeshi prod-
ucts is about reaffirming national pride. Festivals cel-
ebraved with local goods truly embady India's spiric.

ABHILASHA GUPTA | MOHALL

Sustainability must start early

In mfﬂrem:u to the piece “Shaping Temorrow's I.eaders
with § bilicy Education” (M

2025), while business schools undoubtedlyplaya ultal
role in equipping future leaders with sustainability
awareness, it is equally essential that such training
begins much earlier. Introducing sustainability educa-
rion at the school level, across all types of institutions
including government schools, can provide children
with a strong foundation of environmental conscious-

Urban noise hurts healths

Urban noise pollution in India continuwes to be an over-
looked but highly damaging issue. Noise is more than
& nuisance; itcan cause severe and long-term harm to
human health. In principle, sound that pleases the ear
is called music, while that which disturbs is noise. Yer
what may be music to some is noise to others.
Unfartunacely, noise exposure is a real health hazard.
At home, work, or leisure, it causes psychological stress
and physical harm.
L

ness. social r ibility, and ethical atan
impressionable age.

By making sustainability part of everyday learning,
pupils learn to connect classroom knowledge with the
real-world challenges they observe. Such an approach
goes beyond texchooks; it prepares chxldn'_' N [o act as
infarmed citizens capable of ¢

{ can lead to sleep

cardmuascularsrraln metabolic disorders, and even cog-
nitive impairment in children. Alarmingly, the World
Health Organisarion has ranked noise as the second-
largest environmental cause of health problems, after
air pollution. Sourcus of noise pollunr.m are diverse:
Traffic ¢ © acrivities, and

[}
ful change in their communities. Furthermore, informa-
tien is now more accessible than ever.
Democrarising sustainability education ensures chil-
dren from diverse SD{]Di‘EaanIC hacl:gnounds are

rapid urbanisation. While cities thrive on acriviry,
unchecked noise extracts a heavy price on public well-
being. Governments, urban planners, and communities
must act urgently to reduce noise levels by stricter

ter planni and cam-

equally emp d to become ch Ahead
startin schools will create a generation better prepared
to take up leadership with responsibility and vision. The
future of the planet rests on today’s classrooms.

ANOL ROY | SAHIBABAD

paigns. Redui‘:ing noise will not only safeguard health
but also enhance the guality of life, offering a quieter
and more peaceful future.

RANGANATHAN SIVAHUMAR | CHENKAI
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SCO triggers
US unease

India has left the door open for re-engagement with
the US. The latter must realise it is a two-way strect

hrough the US tariffs saga —an unexpected

25% inthe first round, even as trade talks were

o, a completely unfair 25% more in the second

round — India has kept its cool, Ithas done this
despite the tone and tenor of criticism from the US,
from some of President Donald Trump's cabinet,
deteriorating toa level natusually seen indiplomacy.
Given that, Prime Minister (PM) Narendra Modi's firse
visit to China in seven years and the scenes of solidarity
between him and the leaders of China and Russia that
emerged from the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation
(SCO) summit were meant to signal w the USand the
world that India has options.

The reaction from leading lights of the MAGA
ecosystem in the US has notdisappointed, White
House trade adviser Peter Navarro contended itwas a
“shame” to see Modi in the company of
“authoritarians” such as Chinese President Xi Jinping
and Russian leader Viadimir Putin, US treasury
secretary Scott Bessent dismissed the SCO gathering as
“largely performative” butattempted a conclliatory
note, saying Indla's interests are better served through
an alignment with the US, The parting shot came from
Trump, who rafled in another lengthy soclal media
post. while making short shrift of facts, that the US does
“very litile business™ with India and the overall
relationship is a “totally one-sided disaster”.

1 Trump believed he could get away with his
wihimnsleal tariff policy and strongarm tactics, the
emerging signs of countries such as Brazil, China, India,
und South Africa digging in should convinee him to
think otherwise, The SCO joint declaration expressed
the bloc's opposition to “unilateral coercive measures”
ol aneconomic nature that go against the rules of the
World Trade Organisation and negatively affect the
global economy. The current realignment among SC0
members may be tactical —significant structural
differences remain among key players such as China
and India—butitshows they are willing o counter US
trade policies wgether, 1tis in this context that Modi
emphasised the role of the SCO in promoting an
“Inclusive world order”, and itis Trumpalone who s to
blame for giving China an opportunity to present isell
asthe leader of analternative world order,

Trump s now facing criticism of his foreign and
trade policies from among those who have unstintedly
backed him, His critics argue that the tariffs on India
forced a rapprochement with China and reversed a
relationship carefully nurtured with bipartsan
support in Washington over two decades. India, which
will have to protect its economy from the tariff urmaoll,
has made the smart choice of leaving the door open for
are-engagement with the US. Itis pragmatic enough to
understand the limits of the SCO and also recognise the
impartance of the Indo-US relationship. Butitis
Important Washington understands that such ties are
a two-way street,

the US tariff shadow

The US-India trade
relationship is
asymmetrie, but itis not
one-sided. Factoring in
education, royalties,
financial services, and
arms sales, the US quictly
runs a surplus with India
Ivee gros domestie product
(G} growth for the June
Aquarter of the current fls-
cal year paints o rody pic-
Tirst gance — com-
Ing o an an impressive
7.8%, It comforiably beats expecta-
l|u|n uumn.m.nh the headline num-
reality: This s
Iuslun. Mamered

Il‘lm\ trend, which w
collection targ
iy de bt suscalnabiliy dynamics.
test of India's cconomic resd-
lenee will come kaer In the
punitive US mrifls on exports ke
hodd

US Pressdent Donald Tramp's 50%
tarii on exports from India o
= the dteepe st against any Aslan econ-
most severe trade
decudes. Even after exemp-
Ills||s| the elfective B close 1o
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poknts from annual GOP growth,
threatening momentum at a Wme
India I3 vying to posigion iself a5 a

I
reflects pent-up investment and con-
s pitkon, bueyed by lrontl aaded gov-
e spending o

Indlia imports meany raw makeral
invermediate goods that ar
for manulacturing exports,
aluitles wouled drivie ups costs,
competitiveness,
growth further, Rewaliatlon may pro-

to the US io beat the anff deadline,

15 :
lJ'a Larifls will deepen this squeeze,
eroding margins and pricing
power, particularly in labous-
btendlve sectors,

The worst-hit will be the
MSME clusters In states pro-

ducing textiles, beather, aute

b vt ame-shided. Factoring In educe
whon, royaltles, Tinanclal services, and

arms sales, the US quietly

runs a surplus with India
Pudents contribule
antly o US universs-
Hes, India's leverage lkes In
It vast market, service

companents, gems and jewel Duwyuri  exports, and rele in ghobal
lery. These sectors emplaoy supply chains. This 1s a
runlllbons and form the back- Subbarzo moment for pragmatic

bone of local economies. As
buyers shift saurcing strategies, job
loases and wenker consumption will
Falbosw, The frst-guiaster growth b

diplomacy, not brinkman-

aney could book more Hiee an aberra-
tlan than & new baseline,
Diversifying export markets 15 an
Emperative, bue 0 will not be easy,
Chima, also bt with ateep US wlls,
willl Hkely dump goods globally 10 8us-
taln fts factory output, That means

ship.
The tarifls are a stress cest for

Indla's p

midel. For all of Atpimir=

Bt Bhvara, resibienc
isolation, True sel
batlding seale and e
aectors, ok seeking sell-sulliclency in
all goods.

l|-=|| 1 imast prlay 1o Js comparative

AT A

Hercer mars
gl for Il In nan-LS export mar-
leets where we have to contend with
China, Without fast-iracked trade
agreements with Europe, the UK, and
Asean, diversification will be skow and
I

I tarilTs wre sl
|!l1.unnumx..ls.mnl‘kumntnl
he ongolng review. Analysts estlma
Uhe taridls could shave ofl 2050 basls

There Is an argument tha m!L.
should r it 1o “send & me

Hut such o move would lkedy ba ukl’llt.

lingg o sharpen

wlde Pulnln..nl [l!LJ‘ hu( would be 1 pr I ibes, beather, gems and
ek ports rushed sl bl g, Jewellery, conploying milloms, wi warst hit e
lumu:l Imllu ah!i\lm negotlane
froar At L Wihile lym, also loglsties, amprm“, and services
mumIL|LL.||u|u|:|pn...yynummh it nul statle. South I(unu .-m! Ta ted ti B mmlm et

bl ghotsal
and steadlly moving up the value
hwain, Iodia needs o slllar strategy 1o
Become o eredible aliernative o
China,

The government has moved
aquickly o cushion the ow through
rationalisation. A good monsean
and the income ax cuts affered ear-
ler In the budger will support
berriancd, But, more argeted measures
are needed — lguidity support for
MSMES, laster trade facilitation, and
regulatory stabiliny to reassure ghobal
Investars,

The Hescrve Hank of ndia has sig-
nalled cautlon as carlffs risk pushing
up prices through higher lmpon costs
and rupee pressures. As room for
memnetary easing |s Nenlesd, much of
the vy 1ting has 1o be done by fls-
cal policy,

Hut any exy

dagalnst |

o must be bal-
flseal aid

Ical rhe-
J wl:h.h has l|l|l]Ll|al1-l|||l\' o
bative

Inalia's respaonse shoubd be strate-
e, Dot ermetionad, Thes |8 an cpgori-
nity o accelerate refarms, fast-track
free trade agreements, and focus
resouroes on sectors where India has
global peential,

“The rst quar
terday’s story;
emerge e n the
slow, exporters will face tougher com-
petition, and pressure on jobs will
intenadly, Bt this 15 alao o plvotal
moment. Indi can use this shock 1o
alinrpen s strengehs, move faser on
reforms, and Integrate deeper Into
global supply ehalns,

“Tarldf are a challenge, bt they ane
also & wake-up call; India's path o
reallience les In competitiveness,
aeabe, and outward engagement, ot

GIP aurge s y

lnu!LII srvioes and |
remain natural x|||,|!“l|!sﬂ while
renewable energy, chemicals, texitles,
i aue eomponents can be upscaled
and l”?'”mu Industrlal palicy
ahould focus ca predicalbility, com-
petitiveness, aivd tanll ratlanalisation,
avolding protectionism for its own
anke,

thon roaadm; papecially with slowing
nominal GOP groweh threatening tax
Lcvyancy and detd dy namics,

It ks possible that even with the tar-
1ifs, the econamy will grow around
5% this year, But the grawih narra-
Uve requires nuance, Tarsdfs will ripple
through not just goods exports but

I handlecd with discl-
plirne ared pragratsm, this moment of
atress can be ransformed nw o
springhoard for sustalned, inclsive
growth,

Drivvars S 1 v 0 former grvernar
of the Bexerve Bank of India, The views
expressed are persanal

Dealing with extreme,
F, . [

hyperlocal rainfall

he monsoon havoc of the past few years clearly
Thcurs the stamp of the unfolding climate crisis,

Wisuals of flooded citles and devastation in the
mountains are rooted as much in intense bursts of
rainfall that have increasingly become common as
they are in inadequacies of planning and infrastructure
Inurban centres, Including the natlonal capiial reglon
(NCR), and bulldozing of ecological concerns in
Infrastructure development in the mountains.

50,08 the climate crisis deepens, there lsa need for
Immediate measures on these fronts, Planetary
warming has injected much uncertainty into factors
Influencing accuracy of weather forecasting, which is
oneof the reasons behind the India Meteorological
Department (IMD) pushing nowcasting —where
forecasts with local detall arrive hours beforen
weather event, The Bharat Forecast System, with
better forecasting for extreme rainfall over small areas,
was launched earlier this year, signalling some
progress. But there remains significant room for
capacity augmentation. IMIYs automatic weather
station, automatic rain gauge, and Doppler weather
radar numbers still lag the estimated need, Leveraging
capacity owned by state governments and private
players, even ifitis just for the monsoon season, can be
perhaps be explored,

Asweather watch does its bit, the Centre, states, and
local bodies must make climate resilience a proactive
function, given (rwlcnmlmc 0] plcpuwtm Mma-ﬂcﬂ

ents is short, A bilities in
clty infrastructure and cmloglmllwnindlul
development in the hills are both imperatives now.

Jan Vishwas Bill: Towards

trust-based g

overnance

i nlncs

nella’s pourney toward regulaory reform
and trust-based governance has ken
anather slgnificant step forward with the
reduction of the Jan Vishwis [(Amend-
ment of Provisions) BilL 2005, n the Lok Sabla
Thve Jan Vishiwas Act 2123 ‘s flst con-

g, | el
LIJ|!l|i||J|b“. Insaies, l\‘hlt.m“ the burden on

Easter Tesolution, I'mnm :ym-mu blishes

ushorlled

sndideited effort s decrinliallse minr offences
arcroe mliple bawa, The new bl bullds on s
2023 Act o further Indla's transftion from o
paninive regulatory framewark tone focused
o ease of dodig business and case of living,

Tl changes proposed 1o the l.lu;ulNu[|1||'
oy Act [LMAL 2008, in the BT Elustrane the
approach, The Act relates o rules for welghts,
rrwaduires, and commercial sadasds. The pre
whous Jan Vishwas Act 2003 lad remened some

The Blll propases to amend 355 p

ol the IO ruat vy rermadied,

acros e central Acts sdaindstered by 10 k-
trles and departments.

Some of thess eriminal provisions ariglnate
Tramy mu colonbal period, nul mm( e from the

s bl decriminalises 22 provissons that pre-
wiusly carrled imprisonmmem penalties,

A ey change s the compleve elimination of
Section 40, whlrl! Imiposed wp b two years

dhusi Iy samual

& e
ot |I‘lx.l1|||r.lll.lpiw could result In ulmln.ul

ligal metrak
officers, mummg 1o lve vears for repea
olfenses. The uj.mly wuu:lul ‘-«llun -tu

mlstrust and rent-seeking, whch hindered eco-
nainle grawih,

“The curvent system of aver-crimi-
mallsation burdens the judiclary
{bready contending with over 50 mal-
N peniling eases) and incemivises
cormupe practices. I creates o fear-
driven compliance culture and an
unlriendly business
paartsculiarly for MSMES,
under the Central Sk Board Act, 1948,
Turnishing false statements (which
oouibd be o minoed mistake) can st
Irie: ip o e year s impeisonment,
Stmilarly, the Appremtices Act, 1961,
penalised overtine requests with
Tinees, escalating wo ciiminal records.

T Bl reeparesiienits ashift in Dnaliia's

b4

Sanje
Sany

which ¢

troler ar kegal metralogy offic
o rent-aeeking, This section s
entively omined, elfectively decriml-
nalising what was ance conshdered &
serlous regulatory offence,

L

Becarme a ool

BHUPENDER YADAV

Co

itries need tore cngineer a

new growth model ... and make
sustainability central to the

policy se

A barometer of Chinese
thinking on Modji’s visit

Hon Organksation (SC0) sumimit in
Tlansjin wiss supposed 1o be o routine
..rL.h — handshakes, platitdes, and carefully

elore LS President Donald Trump's
Bimu’tn-xnmus.llu-sl ghil Coaperi-

Thee Bl
et alsogether from L provisions ||:
the Act. It proposes graduated escala-

BV o, Instead of eriminal peosecution,
al for provisions covering fullure 1o
abtaln appeoval for s model of welght
ar measune (Section 52), non-registr-
el b bporeers (Section 3], lnpart
ol ¥ Landard weight or measure
(Section 25, and unlicernsed manufuc-
turing (Section 45). First-time viola-
RO Tecelve Improvenent notices,
providing apportunite for voluntany

regubstory enforcenment phdlosaphy, Chirag cummpiianee withaut imesediate pesil-
moving away from punitive criminal Dudani tles. Subsequent violatons (rlgger
Justlce toward progressive adming  —————= perulises tht double with each repeat

ikl compianee, Under the existing
ftunlt-mu k. minor regulatosy bndr

alfence, capped at 25 Lkl Thas gradu-
atesd peralty struesure thivigheat the refrmed
prosdsh for

e

i of debilitating criminal pro-

it where technseal lapses or ||:.u|v|,-m|n
compliance fullurescoubd result n arvest, crim-
inal records, and court

TS f0e e Ll conaLant thes
nalksation, which, bn most cases, we
Wally administrative oversights rather |I1.m
Intentional wiongdoligs

et ncitice s for Iinltal vickations, and adidids

The appeoach of the Bl
|'I|st[|y It replaces criminal "lines" witl lell
“penaliies”, slilting 288 provistons fromerimi-
A

Wialatiors become "comraventins” nsed of
“olfences,” sirlpping away Impriscament
elauses and criminal sanctions for minor
dedaules. Th L4t

trative penaliies thesealter, Similar strictures
gy o anulacturing non-standard welghts
(Section 27), decumentation lallures (Sectlon
1), andl service provisian vielatlons (Section
ks

i Bt as the tarlif
war agalnst lndia escalated, and New Delhd
atoodd lirm as a rock, the Chinese ntemet gave
a grudging nod w lndia's diplematic high-
wihre act, While official headlines in Beljing

“Talwan — commercial, cul L, even seml-
palitical — remalned an track, dellated that
lalen, 1w a resdnder of the Gaultlines that
run through bdia-China tes. Perhaps what
Indlia needs 1o do here s ask China to adhere
to the Omne India prinelple and recognise
Indsa’s terrin allv;‘fub;l][jl of Arui ]
Pradesh, Aksal Chin, Pakistan-Occupled
Jarnmu and l( sshmir (that Includes Gilgh-
Raltistan) i Valley,

follewed prescribed formulas, it was clear
from the bus that Prime Minkster (PM) Nar-
endra Miell's presence, alter o seven-year gip,
wins o cabeulated gambit in the
ETeal power game,

The Chinese Internet dis-
sected Mods visiowith the pre-
chiben ol o surgeon anc the par-
ol ol a spymaster, rotng PM
Modi's absence from China's
onee-in-g-decade  miliary
paracle that celebrives a victory

It dapan and the avaldance
al o speclal hanguet or even o
sranel tour, even as he extended

ceedings, a cautious olive branch o China

Further, Im another seven provisions, fines al the negotianing table, This

Business  have b nodloes o caught nervous sdmiratlon n

ool el |- Flrsts llnn-ml..umx Ln.mgum.um.uhmo O, They called (0 tghi u|u.-
tlon 25, governing men-standard welght usage, walk between dellance and
exernplily this graduased framework: [mprove pragmanism, a “masterful diplo-

mmatle manoeuvre” that lef Bed-

Jing o ddecode the siblest, espe-

clally since Modi landed In China alter &

n.,;ni'y sucoesalul visit wo Japan,

Fiut Chinese analysts don't shy away from

anying that Make in India lag o go land in
M

Huowever, the BRI e d
tinction for three critical sections involving

authorites w impode monetary penaltses
hrough administeative channels rather than
dragging cases through erlminal courts,
Secondly, ituses a graduated approach lor
contraventions, It introduce “improvenent
motices” a8 formal warnings for firse-ume
edlenders acroas 76 offences under 10 Acts,
Impnmnm.-m notlices provide offenders an

deception, Welght alteratien with
Ineent bdeceive (Section 26, Trasdubent shart
deliveries (Sectlon 30, and manufaciring
[packages with quantity errors (Section $6(2))
vetali impresoniment, but oy for i and sube
sedquent viokations, We think this is jussifiabde,

Thse Bl slgnals o move from a fear-driven

& I e i\

i nChina, A con
phrase st nelin may grow pri
ALcy bt 1t lias 1o return o Chi
an u:u[yu'. Echolng the current offl
ments of bath sldes tat no third-party’ {re

Tara Kartha

[ Nagamalleswara
Rao

What muul out most in Chinese
slons was the question whether the i
Wlalt wioild be o blow to the US, This is Bel-
Jing's perpemal obsesslon —
Mncling signs that India's part-
nership with Washinglon has
lars, Chinese analysts irled 1o
apin the visit as India needing
Helng mose than the athes way
arourad. They were abio quick o
"Il""'"l"[“ AU Modl's vis i wis g
“Hatal bhow” 10 Washingson. The
lelen thae India 15 Iul.l[lllu o
Chima o spite the US s o tanta-
Lising marvative b Belji
thougl most know 11 mone
wishiul thinking than reality,
Beljing's broader gamble 15 10
frame South Agla 05 o colesi
unlt, free from “external inter-
Ference”, Iis the same rhetorlc
Wang ¥l used 10 the Alghanl-
atan-Paklstan-China trilateral
cantext, during his swing through Kabul and
lalamabad after visiting Delhd,

Cl

an, and the revislon of thelr

rurity Declararion for te fest ume in
17 years, This, lollowed by India signing the
Tanjin Declaration, was seen as New Delhi's

[15] lderatlons were Involved, son "
wolces Lnslsted that relations w
deaplite external pressures, had o

(lnum..u logle®, However, tere was much
i M

iltiare rootid

[ thal I liflerer
welldul vio-

everslghts o

g unm
CTRALEs & s hihml[l.n]n’wulll. acknowledy-
g that iy bresches sten from ggnoranoeor

latlon, By replaciing immediate ciiminal pross-

cuitlon with Improvemient natices amd gradu-

aned peralties, this legislation lays the ground-

work 1o shift from o punishment-lese w a
first approsch,

Inadvertent aversight. Sul vialations

penaly
Increases for repeat viokations,
Fleally, the Bl u].pemums.u.n.mdoﬂl-

Srnyeey Syl 15 memiber, and Chirag Dudant is
consultan, Beanomic Advisory Counetl o e

I aclminls-

dimister (EAC-P) T supressed e

'S il that
i apgarent b the ol seour ity declarasion
with Japan, continued engagement with
i pariners, and, in the same breath, sign-
g the Tlanin Deelasation, For the Chinese,
ahils was unseatling prool of India's diplomacy:
Egonomy with H security with the Us
and Japan. Bet) ing's bloggers see ndia's SC0O
engagement as o hedge, nota hug,
One issue that s the Chinese Internet
ablarze was the Taiwan {l

“perlect balancing strategy” — leaning on
Chires for economic hedt while banking on the
U el Japan for security. 108 a playbook that
h-g.-l%; Ih:_“lm; guessing — and a licte nervous.
@ Chinese Inernet's pesvos el
reveals how effectively India's quiet confl-
dence Is seting the one, Meanwhile, New
Delbil's message Is chear and learms from past
experience, Time and actions ¥
leterinine o Thanjin thaw, Bedjl
whainer 15 proof that India is playing the game
well.

Tar Kartha iz dinectar - research and analysis,
el Dok N Rawis a research

' wiait o India. Beljing broa
Delhi had reaffiremed the “One China Prine-

astsren forusing on East Asa-China Srudres at
the Cenere for Lamid Warfare Studies (CLAWS )L

In(lu |I\¢n.\.xn|.~9u..l|nl s mju: sclal progeed- personal ple”,

« biila’s qpuick clarification that thes with

The views expressed are persenal
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A GST reset
Simplify the structure w boost revenue

Ahead ofthe two-day Goods and Services Tax (GST) Counell meeting, starting
today, representatives of seveml states ruled by non-MNational Democmtic Alliance
parties met last week to assess the potential ¢hanges in the indirect tax system.
Thelrsuggestions, asreported inthis newspaperand elsewhere, indicate that im-
plementing the intended ¢ hanges will not be easy, Forinstance, the group hassug:
gested tmposing an additonal levy ever the 40 per cent mte on sin and hiiry
woods, They have also suggested that the additional kevy be fully trans ferred 1o
states, Further, the states concemed have argoed that, with 2024-25 as the base
year, they shold be compensated For ievenie boss if growth 1s below 14 pereent.
Thete are projections of revenue loss of TR5,000crore to T2trillion beeause of the
proposed mtionalisation of GET mtes,

Prme Minister Narend m Modi had announced in his Independence Day ad-
dress thatthe GST system woukd be rational ised, [t was later reported thatt he sys-
termn would meve prineipally ton tweo-rate structure with Spercentand 18 percent,
coveringthe majorty of the goods and services, along with ahigher rate of40 per
cent fora few sin goods.[tis wort h em phasising that experts have long argued that
the multplicity of mies has affected the funetoningand performanee of the G8T
system, Thus, the rationalisation exercise was due for quite some time, However,
the reported suggest lons and reservations of some states sugggest that the ration-
alisatlonof rates and slibs needs tobe approne hed carefully,

Theideaolcompensatingstates fora possible revenue loss, for instance, is un-
tenable, States were compensated for revenue loss inthe first fve years of GST
through aco mpensation cess, Whencesseallection fell shom of what was requived
durngthe pandemic, they were compe nsated t hrough borrowing, which isbeing
pald by extending cess collection. Sueh an arrangement eannot be extended per-
petually, Therefore, as the GST Councl delibemtes on mte changes, it would do
well tokeepoertain things in mind, The exe reise should not be approached solely
a5 o measure to boost domestle demand through lower taxes to compensate for
the potential loss of export demand esulting from higher tariffs by the United
States, s some have argued. The exercise should be focused on simplifying the
tax structure and improving revenue collection, As economist Arvind Subra-
manian and others showed in thisnewspapertoday, the applicable GST mies ane
Far Bigherthanthe biosd rate slabs, Part oft he problemwillbe add ressed with t he
end of cess collection, Thus, if sometypes of cess are to be subsumed inthe GST
nutes, itmust e donewith care,

Interms of revenue collection, the gevernment informed Parliament in De-
cember lastyear that the average GST mie in 2023-24 was 11,64 peroent, which was
rruch lower than the revenue-neut ml mte of 15155 per cent suggested by a gov-
ernment commitiee, The welghted avemge GST rate at the time of ineeption was
W et cent, Premuture mte reduction affected revenue collection, The council
should aveld repeatingthe same ervor States have o valid argoment that they de-
pendon GET toa larger extent, Therefore, they will be better off looking Fforways
tohoost revenue and notdepend on any compensation. Both the Centre and dates
need 1o impreve revenue collection to keep the general government deficlt and
debt on a sustalnable path,

Horticulture push

Diversification can Lift Farm incomes

The debate on India's agricultural futu e hasshifed from staples tohigh-2alue crops
tht e hetter sustaln incomes and mitdtion. A esearehartick inthe litest Resere
BankolTndia Bulletin has underscored that horieulture has emerged as a powerful
wary forgrowt b Smalland mangina farme s, who dominate Indian agdeulture, ane
steadily reallocating land from cereals to hortieulture, At the same time, demand
for fruit and vegetables is dsing, reflecting changes in dietary patterns, income
levels, and health mw areness Indiais the workd's lugest producer of frudt and veg-
etables alter China, Hortieulture offers highervahie walisation per heetare than
mist cereals, which makesitaviahle pathway forinereasing fanmineomes, Besides,
s labasur intensity generates maore ru sl e mployment,

However, the divesihcation is not smooth, The study showsthatyleldsinseveral
fruit ¢ ops, such as grapes and sapota, e ther stagnated orshowed declining trends
between #0203 aind 202022 Climate vadability fither com pounds risks, o seen
in unseasonal min, which damages pedshable crops, Here innovation will matter,
Better agriculture advisories, weat her-prediction tools, and new intercropping tech-
nlquesdeveloped by institutions sueh as the Consorthum of Triemational Agreul-
turl Research Centres can help stabilise yields and reduce input costs, Greater
publie investment in research and extension services is essential i horteulture is
toachieve seale, Buteven when productivity is assured, mateetvolatility remainsa
stumbling block. The familiar boom-bust ey les of tomatoes, onions, and potatoes
pethodie al lydisrupt both consumes and fammers, Steng henlng larme e producer
anganisations (FPOs) and expanding digital platforms for transparent price dis-
covery coulkd soften this volatility. Stomge, aggregation, and collective barga ning
aretal to protec tsmall farmers from distress sales, Contimet farmi ng arangements,
i e fuirand enforceable, canalso help provide price assumnee,

Theother lssue s post harvest manage ment. Anestimated € 1.5t dllion worth of
ot puit {s lost enc hyear due to food wistage and supply-chaininefficlencles, Better
cold chans, refrige mied transport, and agro-processi ng facilities are needed to pro-
langshel (e and ¢ reate matsetehannels, The Workd Resourees Institute's “Target-
Measure-Act” frmmework for systematically reducing food loss and waste offers a
miodelto hel preduce losses, Global trade adds another layerof complexity, India's
hortieultural exports face risks from protectlonist policles, such asrecent Ameriean
tarills, A prodent strategy will be tod ersity exportdestinations to West Ada, Alrica,
e Southeast Aslowhile simult aneously upgrding food safety and quality, Pro-
mating Indian frult and vegetables with Geogmphical Ind e ation (G tags, and mar-
keting them like Alphonso mangoes or Magpur oranges can help build premium
salue in domestie and international mateets, thereby attmeting higher prices and
improving competithve ness,

If nddia can align technology adoption, efficlent market integration, and sup-
partive palicies, ol eulture hasthe potential tobecome the durable engine of farm
growth, Mevertheless, divesification 1s not a substitute forstaples but a comple-
mentary o mtegy that enhances resi ience, generates jobs, andhoosts nutition. For
asectoremploying nearly halfthe workdforee, hor leulie can helplimp ove incomes
and living standards,
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Time to stop abusing

IndiaInc

Unhinged attacks on Indian business houses and their

so-called trader me

Inchi I hos many falllngs, but one thing it does not
deserve |s constant abuse and delegitimisation by
pokitical parties or public intellectuals, When major
palithcians stam attacking it — Rahul Gandhi now and
Arvind Kelriwal earlier — it does not help Indla's
caise, even assuming India Inc has made mistakes.
Toendlesaly rant about Adand and Amband, and then
expect the same business houses to invest and take
the India story global, Is sheer foollshness. It ks one
thing to prevent monepolles, quite another to sssume
that Inclim deoes nat need glant conglom-
erates of its own.

Unhinged domestie crithelsm of big
business houses will tempt forelgn
powers to dothe same thing to undercut
Indlan Interests, It Is not a coinckdence
that the United States Securitbes and Ex-
change Commisshon and Hindenburg
Research targeted Gautam Adanl over
actions that cted no American
cithzen's rights, Nor Is the recent rant by

ality are unjustified

banl’s refining marging forget. Private companles
Tave Imported crude and exported refined products
well before cheap Russian ofl became avallable.
Indin's state-cowned oll companies fuoe regulatbon on
pricing, something that the private sector iy
exempted from, The resubt: A significont portion of
private refinkng capacity I8 used For exports. IF oll
prices ane truly deregulated, more refined products
wild be sold In [ndia,

More damaging. however, s unnecessary critl-
elsm by public intellectuals like Pratap
Bhanu Mehta, who wrote bn his fnefon
Evpress colimin that Indlan capitalism
“emerged largely from (the) trading
classes, (wha werel unmatehed in thelr
capackty For arbitrage but bess adept ot
bl bedinge”. It ks Fakr o critickse Indla Ine for
ot investing enough in research, to bulld
rather than just Import, and sell at a
profit, bt this s more the result of the
lcence=permit ral, and now the regulstor

US Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent, al- BEYOND ral. Both politiclans and bureaucrats do
leging that India (read: Rellancel is |DEOLOGY ot trust Inella Ine bedo the rght thing for
profiteering from cheap Russlan oll by R JAGANNATHAN themselves and the country, If this

refining It and exporting to the West,
White House trade advisor Peter Ma-
warro went further, sccusing India of belng Russia's
“landromat " — and worse.

I anyomne has proditecred fom the Ukralne war, 8
ke Amerlen's miliary-industial complex, which has
been counting s shekels all the way to the bank as
both Ukralne and Europe buy more defence equip-
ment fromm it 1 any economy isthe woekd's true " lan-
dromat”, It s Amerlen’s, There ks no drug camel or
Mlegal Business anywhene In the world that does not
use the US dollar to launder money. A paper by the
Federal Reserve Bank of 5t Louds estimated In 2022
that over $1.1 trillion in US cash — twohlrds of it in
£100 bills — ks held by non-central banks abroad.
Crypte may bechanging that, butwith Donald Trump
new In the eryplo gamae, this lundromat will start
working even better,

There s also a nuanced truth that critkes of Am-

Coming upin 2026: A tale of three IPO

Among other things, corperate India could wit-
ness some key developments in 2026, While Re-
llance Industries Chairman Mukesh Ambanl hos
announeed that Mo Platforms will go for a public
listing in thie first half of next year, there's nothing
official yet on two other mega 1108 (nltlal public
offerings) that may bunch up in the same thme
band. Adding firepower to the Street, steel-to-soft-
ware conglomerate Tata Group may

prossibly Hst its halding compan!
Song, next year — depending on the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI} verdict on
the matter, which bs expected anytime
now. The third lsting. which is belng
antleipated as o blockbuster of sorts,
may come from the house of Flipkart
= now owned by Walmart.

Thesize of an 1O, which determines
how much capltal a company rakses, isof
course o talking point. A kot has already
been sald about the Jie [P, likely to be
thie blggest in India, beating Hyundal's
#4.3 billion market debut In 2024, But
beyond shee, w listing Is often o defining
moment for o company, both in terms of Investor ap-
peal and its own growth trajectory. How will the likely
Ustings of Jie, the Tatas, and Flipkart pan out?

In the case of Jlo Platforms, the holding com-
pany of RIL's digltal Including lts velecom
arm, tha lsting |8 expected to bring greater matur-
Ity Into the sector It represents, After Jo's 1RO, all
prlvate teloos (Alrtel and Vodafone [dea belng the
athers) will be Hsted entities, Although Voda Idea
s been hnanclally stressed with a huge debt pile,
listing typleally provides funds for expansion as
well as for fresh investments to improve customer
experience. The Rellance group has alveady indi-
cated overseas expansion plans for Jio while detall -

PROFIT

The private manbehind the successful brand

NOT FOR

NIVEDITA MOOKER)

changes, business will adapt and build
o Indlan intellectual property rlghts
(IPRs), platforms and products, and strengthen the
country’s economic forces.

It 18 pelnitlesss te bdam e Inddan businesses alone for
having o trading mentality, The entine retadl sactor in
wthe LIS amd Europe thrives on the same model — buy-
ing cheap Chinese products and selling them at
Mz, Bth traching and bullding are essential to busi-
s, Whien you are uncompetitive, you make money
by tracling, which albosws you to bulld a costomer base
for eventually bullding your own produ It wiasn't
fust Ambani or Adanl. Birla or Tata whe made maney
rom trading. Comslder what was, and |8, happening
lin mobile phones and white geods. A decade ago, In-
dlan brands like Micromax and Karbonn held big
market shares based on Imported sub-assemblies
drom China but they simply could not compete on
Chinese prices. Mow, the same markets have been

ing the company's preparations for listing ot (s
A8th annual general mecting last weeld,

A possible tarlff hike by Joand others In the tele-
wom sector has been a prominent theme in the ana-
Iyst reports following the RIL annual general
meeting. India 18 counted among the lowest-tarlff
countries in the world fortelecom services, Industry
leaders have frequently spoken about the need for
higher tariffs but the pace of increase has
baen extremaely slow. The monthly aver-
e revenue per user (Arpul — a bench-
mark for a teleo's performance — has
been below €200 for a long time, com-
paned o many timaes that fgare for go-
bal peers, Recently, Alrtel crossed the
R250-mark Arpu In what was seen as a
milestene development. Jlos Hsting is
expected to push telecom Arpus up-
wards, thereby helping telcos to invest
more in 56, 66 and other next-gen tech
tools, Satellite broadband, which s ex-
peected to coter to uncovered areas os-
peclally in the hintedand, could also
benefit from the Jio lsting,

A for the other big Hsting, that of Tata Sons, the
RB1 8 yet to clarify whether [t needs toturn Intoa
publicly lsted entity or will be granted an exemp-
tlon, Since September 2025 was supposed to be
the deadline for compliance with the RBI norms,
all eyes are currently on Mint Road . The RBI had
classified Tata Sons as an upper lyer non-bank-
g financlal company (NBFC) n Se ptember 2023,
which required it to go public within three years,
Hewever, some months ago, Tata Sons sought an
exemption from the RB1, asking to be dereglstered
an acore investment company (CIC) so that It can
skip the lsting process, For that, Tata Sons de-
clared itself as a debt-free company — a Key con-

excelent for mixing cocktalls,

That would seethe enery

drink galn popularisy raphdly.
Mateschitztapped a former

OPINION 9

grabbed by Chinese brands like Vive and Xlaoml

India's [T services compankes are akso into trading
o arbitrage — buying cheap Indian coders to ser-
vilce high-margin markets in Amerca and Burope,
They are no different from traders, except that they
dolabour artbit rage.

The podnt one wants to make s that when trading
minkes serse, most buslnesses will do it When it does-
n't, they may start bullding. assuming the business
elimate bn India evolves to a polnt where business and
government can trust one another. As Kishore
Mahibsuby o Singaporean seademic. once sald:
China suecoeds because of its government: Indla in
spdte of its gove maments, When this government-usi-
ness equation changes to one of trst, India Ine will
nat e found wanting

IFanyone has fallod to notbee, this Is exactly what
Is beghnning to happen. Starting with defence. the pri-
vate sector s now developing military equipment for
thie country and for exports. Zomsto’s founder §s in-
vesting $20 million of his own money tobulld gas tar-
bine engines to power short-takeoff-and-landing
abreraft and unmanned serial vebicles (UAVS), The
‘Tatas amd Mahindras have started bullding car plat-
Forms not Just for India, but for global markets, Re-
search and development (RED) spends n sorme
two-whesler auto compunies have now bejgun cross-
Ing the € L,000-Crone mark, asthis newspaper reported
o fiew wieks ago,

Mukesh Ambanl's Rellance has Just announced
blg Investment plans In green tech (solar and
lrydiragen) and Adand will dothe samae In other hields,
Conglomerates like Larsen & Toubro, Godre), Tatas,
Birtas arvd many smaller startups are investing lange
sums o bulld serospace, defence equipment and
drones, not o speak of semiconductor chips and fabs,

Apart from regulation. a real distraction for com-
pankes with the esources to invest in deep tech,
products umj platforms bs the stock market. Infosys,
TCS and HCL Tech hove huge cash flows that can
ensily be invested In developing lots of India-owned
{IPRs), but instesd they now use this cash to keep
sharehalders, Inchading many abrond, hapgy. Elther
they must reduce dividend payouts and invest the
savings In bullding greater IFR, or thelr founders
rruist use thelr own billkonaire wealth to bulld huge
platforms and products. The obsession with share-
holding control means that a significant part of pro-
moter wealth constitutes useless pleces of paper. If
Peepinder Goyal of Zomato can do this — le, invest
In R&D using personal wealth — why not the ne-
malnlng billlenalres? Investing In long-gestation
1R, whether intech or pharmaor products and plat-
Formes, needs patlent capital which can come only
From private wealth and public funding, Some lsted
companies could conskder delisting inorder to pur-
sue bong-term [PR projects.

“Truest In Enclia I s vital to ensire that twill come
tothe party. Mistnst and accusat lons of atrader men-
taliy will mot help. Who else will take on the might of
Microsolt, Googhe, and Amazan if not the Adanks, Am-
buainds, Birlas, o Tatos® The late US President Pranklin
13 R It i known 1o have sakd of s Latin A
dictator: "He muy be o soly but he i our ‘sol
and all, wia must protect our hig businesses. If they
eross th line, wie nmust deal with thelr transgresslons
here, not allow forelgners © undermine them.

The author Is a senbor journalist

dition for such an exemption.

Tata Sons' lsting, If it happens, will stand out
For reasons other than what a company 1PO ordi-
narily brings to the table. More than anything else,
It will entall restructuring of the articles of assocl-
atlon (AoAl, which define Internal mles, govern-
ance norms. rghts and powers of directors among
other things. It will also bmply possible changes in
veto power of nominee directors, lmplying reset-
thng of relatfonship between Tata Truses and Tata
Saons, Tuta Trasts Is the biggest shareholder of Tata
Sons with o 66 per cent stake, A llsting could also
mean Shapoori Pallon group, which holds over 18
per eent in Tata Sons, shedding some of its stake,
Al old, IF the RBI inslsts an it it could be a listing
with long-term repercussions for corporate Indla.

Finally, the Flipkart listing Is bound to make
hendlines for different reasons. Away from the
legney businesses such as Rellanee and Tatos,
Flipkart represents a new business universe and
a new Indla. Often described as the poster boy of
Indian e-commerce. Flipkart was launched In
2007 and became the first globally known home-
grown startup with s success story totell, Its jour-
ney, over the past 18 years, from Koramangala In
Bengalum to becoming a Walmart-owned com-
pany headgquartered in Bentonville, Arkansas, has
had many wps and downs,

Alisting in Indla could be a turning point for
Flipkart, Integrating it more deeply inte the In-
dian retaldl landscape, At a time when Swadeshi
sentlment b8 resonatlig ongly amid geopaliti-
col disruptions, Flipkart’s listing could send out a
SUrONE message,

1POs have been the flavour of the season for
soime tme. But the coming ogether of three mega
10, from diverse businesses and historle rel-
evance, could tell a story that's still In the making.

Then he would get Into media and
other businesses. He became a
billlsnalre, surrounded by beautiful
women at all times but never marted.

BOOK
REVIEW

PFROSENNT DATTA

Cin Saturcay, October 12, 2002, an emall
Wi sent ot b the 15,500 Red Bull
employees bn 175 countries, 1t informed
them that Detrich Mateschitz had died,
T okl was slgned by Ddetrich's family,
relatives, Frlends, and closest sssockates,

Thils was the publlc acknowle-
dgement the founder and driving force
behuind the Red Bull emplre wos dead,
Theonly lssue. o8 Wolfgang F \nwu.nrr

1

refusing to give out any information.
Probably onky afew people closest o him
M:

markets of Unilever's subsldlary Blendax
—when he quit tostart his

know died.
Cificlally, the date was October 22 — sven
rhe had died earlier.

The frlends and assockates of

ware probibly r
what he himself practised. The creator of
tha Bed Bull emplre had o strong mersion
to e anmert o, and hs death would
not chingge that, The Ko Bl story by Mr
Furweger b8 not o new book. [twas first
published as hard cover in 2008 in
CGerman, and then updated o fow times
before n paperback was released in 2012
twns s bestseller in Germany and
Auistidn, and was translated into mary
Languages. The English translation was
by Anthony Raymond and the current
wckithom (In English | was released this year,

s that sc wha
I«pldlw.‘ track of Red Bull and s
Founcer, had haard strong nemoars in
end-Mugist that Mateschits had passed
wway from caneer, However, the Red Bull
munagement kept a studied silence,

afteruy 2 It with o chapaer (
December 2024}, which deals with
Mateschitz s death and the successlon,
Mnteschitwas on hisway to o high-
pmlLINurpunm cantar — hae had becomse

b Hrector of ul

entre var De
o of the most high- rmﬂ!lchmndn in
marketing history. and a huge empire
spannbing energy dinks. sports, lelsure
and i, and abways belng inthe
limiselight. he mamaged to keep lange pars
off hls Life very private. Hegoave many
Interviews — but the information he gave
ot wis abwiys only what he wanted to
ke public. He took great pains to
ensune that any media that had crieal
storles abaut him or Red Bull were
blackballed, Mr Furweger, too, woulkd be
shumned by Red Bull once the first
edithon of this book wos published in
mms Tha most [mpu]u: o1 n.:ydrlnk o
e

poular with track defvers and
Hoe farmens.

Mateschitz met the ownirs
— Chaleo Yoo ldhy and his
soin Chalerm — and accuired
therights to distribute Kiating
l1||(‘|I'IL outside of Aska, He

college-mate — Johannes
“Hansl” Kastner — who had
Founcled wn advertising ngency.
Kastier would be responsible
for the famous tagline - “Red
Bl Gives You Wings...”, Whike
Mateschilez was abrilliant
Akl

hiz narne of the ¥ mmnrkiter and | le
drinkto English and formed o ?ﬂmh:flmﬂl:h ks had some luck, The
partnership with the Yoovidhya mm“'um evelution of the Ewropean
Farnily tocreate Red Bull Emergy Orink Emplre  Unidon and 2 regulations
Trading GrobE, Rwas atrading g wligang Fur allowied him o get the lloence

and marketing company, nota weger
production ome, The first fow
vt saw many hundles,
Matise hivz's e fforts to get
Ncenoe for distibution in
German mn Imuuuulpc Germuny did

Puldishing
23 pages

by M

however, Ik'wnntmu'lminmlllpm
Thadbaned to meet Unibever s Thal
Franchise Partnes T C Phanmaceutkeal
Industries when he came across a tondc
drinkthat the company made. The drink
ws named Krating Daengg, which means
“Red Bull”™ nThal, It was imimensely

ot h y drinks
andt I1m'f|JrLiI wund.irrlcultlcmLuulrL
any Heencethere, He shifted to Austrin
and obtalned o lcence there, (Mateschit:
I8 Austrian though he had chosen to live
InGermany at that thmae), Indtially, thene
Wiks sOne reskstance among retadlers untl
T weri convineed that Red Bull was

Puldished by iallsti

to ket nvall the EU
countries, The US would also
b congquered. Early in Red
Baull's bk, hi found companbes
whiorm he trusted explicitly.
There were no formal agreements
slgned but they wok over this entlre
distribution and production. Another
handshnke agresment would bewitha
can manufacturer.

But the energy drink was enly the
beginning. He would create ssports
emplre that would [nelude feotball, Fo
racing, and hockey and athletics.

T

He did have falrly leng relatbons from
time to tima. He was the most eligible
buchelor in Europe tll his death.
Although he never marrled, he hada
son from one of his relationships.
Tha son would be acknowledged and
even tuke the name of his father.
Muark Mateschitz woild eventually
loin Red Bull,

Surprisingly, after Moteschit's
death, Mark did not take over.
completely new board was fermed.
Mk would step back — to prevent
conflict of Interess between a
sharcholder and management. Red Bull
contlnues wgrow from strength to
strength, Though anenjovable book,
the transbation is perhaps responsible
For a somewhat stilted naratlve,
Eventually, the book rends more os a
great research dossler — not araey
unautherksed blography.

Theauthor |s former editor of Busines
Tockagy and Sastieesswardd, and founder of
Prownde View, aneditoral conmiltancy
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Warming up to Japan

India, Japan must join hands to counter Trump tariffs

—
Sridhar Krishnaswami

he timing of the 15th
I India-Yapan annual
summit could not have
been betrer,

Not only these two nations but
allof Asiaisatacracial juncture,
harving to bear the brunt of
‘Washington's trade tariffs and
sanctions.

Inone sense Indiz and Japan
wioutld seem tobe in the same boat
staring at punitive measures that
obviously dent their economies;
but for India it isadouble
wharnmy by way of another 25 per
cent for buying Russian oil on the
pretext that this was somehow
funding Russia's war sgainst

q

Sihiba e

afterrmath of Prine Minister
Narendra Modi's visit, Indiaand
Japan are not just looking at autos
bur also batreries, robotics,
i-cond il

Ukraine and he agony
of the Ukrainkans,

After several rounds of rrade
ralks, Tokyo managed to bring
down tariffa to 15 per cent on
some goods as well as a 88 billion
commirment on agriculoural
products including purchase of
rice.

Bur the accord with the US on

in

nmlunrm:c:rgyandhl‘n—ﬁmbnﬂw
areas of cooperation,

Onver the next decade Japan
hopes t invest §68 billion in
India, withan accent on
semi-conductors and artificial
intelligence.

The optimists believe that 50
pcl'cm_\(lofdlimnvﬁ:mmmld

brythe end of 2026,

dia by h“remarkabl

conductors ag'.pmrgm have rum
into trouble with Tokyo being
unsure of what President Donald
Trump lad in raind when he said
that America will keep %0 per cent
of profits. Tokyo s seeking
clarification as it believes in
“rnutual benefit",

Ameeting that was tobe held in
Washington by Japan's top trade
negotiator Ryosel Akazawa was
cancelled at the last minute due to
“administeative reasons”,

Japan now faces the threat of
the 25 per cent tari ffs being
reinstared ifit “reneges on its

romises. Even the so-called deal
with the US did litrle ro calm the.
waters as Japan's exports tothe
US, which isits b marker,

economic growthand is a force
bringing rransformation tothe
world through innovation™
remarked Japan's Prirme Minkster
Shigeru lshibaata joint press
meerwith Prime Minister Modi.
“Japan also has advanced
rechnological capabilities that
drive global growth", he added.

Trade alone ks not onthe minds
of the leaders of Indiaand Japan.
The Trurmp administration has
rartled its friends and allies in Asia
ower not just tariffs and sanctions
buralso allthisis going ro
phay out in the realm of security
and strategic planningin the
Indo-Pacific.

('S RANT

fell 2.6 per cent year-on-year in
Julywith cars taking the biggest
hir,

Accounting for more than $18
billion of the exports, the
automobile industry accounts for
3 percent of the country’s GDP.
And Japan wants to make sure
that autos too fall inthat 15 per

Centcategory.

TRADE, INVESTMENTS
Foracountry that placesa
premivmonan economics-firstin
fareign policy, ane view is thar
Japan may be seriously looking ac
India for diversification of trade

“India continues to buy Russian
weapons — while dermanding thar
LS firms rransfer sensitive
ilitary tech and build plants in
ia, That's strategic

freeloading”, sald Peter Navarro,
White House advisor, in hislatest
broadside. Japan, long seenasa
“free loader™ on security lssues, is
now being pressured to ramp up
defence spending o at least 3.3
per centafits GOE

.-\l'l(hismhieupm:ld:grecn(
uncertainty of Washington's
commirment and credibility and
rhat too in the context of the Quad
which d o have s

and investments asa way of
shoring upirs vesilience.
Statistics show that in 2024,
Two-wary teade was avound $26
Billion, erabour 3 per cent
increase from 2021 In the

thehindub

annual leades’s meeting in India
Later this year, perhaps in
November,

The mriter & asenicr urmakss wha hasreparted
from WashngionDCon Herth AmenicaandUN

inessline.
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Govt to sell 8 pc stake in Maruti to public sector Flis

The Government has decided to offload eight pes

cent stake in Maruti Udyog

MADAM SABNAVIS

nthe spiritof having a
consultarive approach to pelicy
formulation, the RBI has put out
the paper on framework for
monetary policy. There are four

uestions on which views have been
elicied.

First has been the question on
whether we should be targering headline
inflarion or core inflation. The answer is
—irhas o be headline inflation.

Besides being the practice in almost
all countries policy has toaddress issues
atthe mational level and headline
inflarion is what ore identifies with. It
sets inflationary expectations for both
households and industry which are the
main stakeholders,

Core inflation i3 a theoretical
construct where economiscs carve out
what is outside of food and fuel. But such
slicing is of academic inverest and
cannot be a basis for policy. In fact, often
even for the food basker the inflation is
driven by oils or pulses or vegetables,
Should one then talk of inflation
excluding these components? Similasly
core inflation is high because of gold
prices. Ific were excluded the number
would be low, The idea of having an
index is vo capure the basket o
consumprion.

Further just as food prices cannot be
affected by policy, the same holds for
education, recreation, house rent, and
FMCG goods and so on where often
prices are driven by supply factors,

NUMBER GAME

Second, the 4 per cent number has been
thrown epen todebate. This number
needs to change and has to be pragmatic,
From 2012-13 it has averaged 5.5 per
cent. In the last five years it was 5.7 per
cent, In the last 10years which Is broadly
running with most of the MPC decisions
irwas ar 5. Therefore, the 4 per cent
number had a downward bias and could

e

think

B BME

Ruminations on
inflation targeting

RATE MOVES. Monetary policy must be anchored on headline inflation,
target must be moved up to 5% and the band narrower

from 4 1o 5 per cent mean the trigger
needs to be pulled or does it have to
crogs 6 per cent for rates to pakse?

Inthe past when inflation moved
within the 4-5 per cent band, the repo
rate was cur, making the band irvelevant.
Ideally the band has to be done away
with or if rerained, it needs o be
explained as to how the commirtee is to
view ir. Further the band has to be
narrower and should not be 50 per cent
of the target on both sides.

Fourth, an issue raised is whether we
should look at a range or a single
inflati e, This veally is

have created ambiguity in interpreting
prevailing inflation numbers, And given
the climate change factor we can expect
mare distortions in both farm and
non-farm prices with inflation moving
upwards. Therefore 5 per cent looks
more appropriate,

Third, the wlerance band has been
keptopen for discussion. It is important
tointerpret this band. Does moving

STATISTALK.

anawered in the third ques(i‘m\ where
While the global practice
is to look at CPI, we can
think of widening

the WPI to also cover
services and lkeep this as

a secondary lever

the range was discussed. A range leaves
the issue open ended and interpretation
becomesvery subjective. While one can
never be at the target, the analysis of the
deviation from this ideal rends o be
subjective.

FACTORING GROWTH
This leads to four issues which have not
been highlighted by the discussion
paper. The first relares to inflation in the
context of time. Should we kook ar past
inflation or furure inflation? Monetary
policy is supposed to be forward looking
which fits inwith the analogy of drivinga
vehicle looking ahead but keeping an eye
on the rear-view mirror. As it is agreed
that policy works with lags which can be
one or two quarters, ideally futuristic
inflation should marter more than the
current inflation. Therefore, when the
RBI puts out forecasts of inflation for Q4
of this vear and ()1 of next year, policy
should keep in mind these numbers,
Further, the issue of growth has to be

Cewplen by Dhuralvel 8 | Grpric Vieveswaran V

factored into the policy framework. The
present dispensation is open-ended in

purting a target for inflation but ot
growth. Today the interpretation of
growth seems 1o be very subjective.
When India is globally the fastest

growing econony ata.5 per cent, ls

there acase for reducing rares to push

GDP growth?
There isalso the case for including

WPLinthe policy. The reason is that the
WP components are impacted more by

[J(:i]i:.jl. Whille the global practice s to

ar C:P1, we can think of widening the
WPl toalso cover services and keep this

as a secondary lever,

Last, the timing of the MPC meetings
o with the

should be altered and alig
release of CPL numbers.

sther the

policy should come after the 12th or the

release before the policy so that the
available data is more current.

.bl-.s

The writer is Chief Econamt, Bank of Earada. Views
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Fiscal deficit widens sharply in early FY26: Union Bank of India

India's fiscal defict widened notably im April-July FY26 as

previnus year, Undon Bank of India repart says.

During ApritJuky FY26, India's fiscal defict was lakh (30% of Budget st rly double from Rs. 2.77 lakh crore {17.6% of
Revisad Estimates) seen in Aprik.July FY25. It was mainly dua to incame tax cuts and aggresshe capital oxp growth of 33%, the
reparts attributes, Tax callections remained weak with income tax down L0% and GST growth subdued at 17%. The g i
canfident of achieving 4,4% GDP deficit target while ing growth through continued y
April-July FY26 fiscal gap nearly doubles | Fiscal deficit widens as growth in receipts lags spending
to 30% of budget vs 18% previous year | Fiscal numbers (T ik er)
% of revised estimates / budgeted estimates | Parametar Ape-Jal (FY25} Apr-Jul (FY26)
Aprlul (FY25) @ AprJul (FY26) i Revenue Receipts 10.17 10.65
] it i Net Tax Revenue 115 662
- i Non Tax Revenue m a4
b3 | Non Debt captal recepts 006 0.30
15 | TotalReceipts 1095
| Revenue 1 1217
;‘ | Capex 347
o | Total Eponditure 1564
Toulreocpls  Tot expendbure  Facd deick |

Income tax collections dip on budgeted

Govt eyes 4.4%

Duty-free cotton imports
ot

farmers

By cutting import duty,

the gavernmant has

%3 and dry, says
%L AMarayanamoorthy

htps:fftirepurl comympraeets

[ eaned on the side of the
teatile industry, leaving
the cotton farmens high

Shaping India’s digital
gaming future
The Garming Bill, 2025

adopts a prohibitionist

approach, The critical
challenge lies in
recanciling social
safeguards with
economic aspirations,

point out P Sarsvanan

Ltd (WAL} 0 public sector hnancial institutions. At the current masket price of Market borrowings and public account ) Rl and R Swati
Rs 513, the sale of eight per cent stake will fetch Rs 1092 60 crere tothe contribution to fiscal financing cuts and filing deadline extension FY26 deficit, etpa:timpur comyyTadduue
Ceritre, Thiss monve i unlikely to draw flak from the Left parties, as it had rebounds in Apr-July FY26 Ape ol (FY25) mAprJd (FY26) yo-y growth % reaffirms growth
happeredin the case of disinvestment of Bharat Hesvy Electricals Ltel. Majar sources of fiscal financing (% kakh crave) Tom revenue (¢ lakh crare) | and capex push When rain turns cities
W gedal (FY25)  Mprd (FY26) hd 4B 5 Fiscal Dufict fin 6 of GOF)
ADC review: DoT asks TRAI to consult Govt ar 35 ! il'ltﬂ ﬁw"
In an unprecedented mave, the Department of Telecarn (DaT} has asked the Market 145 ET ) . &7 The reckless conversion
Teletam Regulatary ALitherity of Inda (TRAI th share s vievs on the issLe of parmwings 158 1 5 af wetlands into real
fccess Deficit Charge (ADC) with the Government befare taking any decision, 2! - . " estate, the steady erasure
Fixing ADC 0 far has been under the purview of the telecom regulator and the Socaritin aguient ™ ] 15 of pnds and mangroves,
interventicn by DaT on the matter could be an indication of it being made a pry !:: 104 e - . 55 and the chranic neglect
policy issue e L. e of drainage networks
. . ry S .._. s hava all conspired to tum

Cabinet okays C-DeT, Alcatel R&D venture ille " bl Corporation Income  Central  Customs  Excise ! heawy rain into urban
The Uricn Cahinet has approved the setting ug of the Rs 212-crare C-DaT e 128 ax ax asT dutias T . o %' catastrophe, says P Al
Meatel Research Centre in Chennas for developing wireless broadband i Lo et —— ; Netpatingurlcomymnaigs
solutians ‘Saare Unkan By of Ineiy
® BL TWO-WAY CROSSWORD 2774

EASY NOTSOEASY

ACROSS DOWN ACROSS DOWN

01 Cut off rom 02 Mationless (5) 1. W't came in for it dither, in side shifting abaut (12} D2 Itis still ane ta rent out (5)

inheritance (123 03 Maney caming in (8} 0. Get the better of cove Rome put out (8) 03. Money received a5 oppased to outgoings (£

OB, Surmant {8) 04, Provisian-basket () 013, Hill-chwellers couid turn slmest rasty (4) 04, Picnic fare in ths might impede one (6)

05, Emmets (4) 05. Opering rear of car body (7) 11, Greup of languages as met with in difficulties (5) 05, Part of apen car with a nut one can adjust (7)

11, Group of Inda-Eurcpean
languages (5)

12 Commen to bath sexes (7)  chares (5-7)
131t catehes in epe (4

15, Ballerina’s shart skirt 4)
19. Green leaf vegetable (73
20, Pubilie square in Spain (5)
22 Frergied (run ) (4)
23 Wasteful, squandering (E)
24, Vianishing {12)

06 Mot respectable (12)
07, Man at home doing

10, Vertical surface on
aireraft tai (3)

14. Partending evil (T)
16 Headwesr, l
17, Make an attack (6)

1B Member of the Araneida (5)
21, Calowrless, odourless gas {5)

d (3]

ardd her (7

13 Catch a fish in Holland (4)
15, In France you are repeatedly to go round a ballerina (4)

19. Ship can provide sustenance for Popeye {T)

20 Last

a freny (4)

SOLUTION: BL TWO-WAY CROSSWORD 2773

12. Peece that shifts northeast s common to him

etter a pal got cut af place in Spain (5)

22, Before midday it's all right to go after runin

3. How might free-sgending girl do Paa turn? (E)
24, Gin, said pager, was wrong te be fading eut (12)

for it (12}

D6, Having & bad name but pride, sale being arranged

07, Her's heer man far home duties (5-7)

10, A fishy bit at the end af a French him (3}
14. Miruis nathing? Nothing looks so threatening (7)
16. G ane better story-wise than the deerstalker {3}

17 Mtk one pay to advance an accusation (£

18. Anvarachnid may come ta rest on the bilkard

table (6]
1.6

ACROSS | Asking 8. Vila % Compete 11. Ending up 12. Glass 15 Nero 16 And 17, Arch 19, Adarn 21, Cucumber 24, Diverse 25, Trout 26 Demure
DOWN 2. 5peil 3 npestar 4, Gate 5. fwail 6. Ersign 7. Carp 10, Entangled 12 Géng 13. Daydrearn 14, Shun 18 Senite 20, Riser 21, Cots 22 Caak 23 Bind

e

Gass, or prodessional talk that hasn't been begun (5)

U BME

+
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Duty bound

Muwve to stasl raw cotton import

o fustified

he Centre has done well to serap the

prevailing 11 per cent import duty on cotton

to provide urgent relief to the textiles sector,
which could lose over a quarter of its export carnings
asaresult of the over S0 per cent US tariff impact.
The textiles and apparel sector earns over $10 billion
ayear in exporting to the US, which accounts for a
third of its exports.

W

POCKET

As the largest employer after agriculture,
supporting over 40 million people, the
decision to scrap duties has not come a
moment too late; the sector needs premium
Jong staple cotton to meet its winter season
demand, and very livtle of that is produced
domestically, A mitigation of losses could
save jobs and shore up demand in the face of
external turbules Yer, the move has led to
considerable mi i owing Lo the impact
on cotton prices ahead of the upcoming
harvest, Indeed, cotton prices have been a

ntiment, even as growers lack
market information on the nature of
impaorts. Itis notable that imports generally
constitute about 5 per cent of the output of
320-330 lakh bales, and rose eloser to 10 per
cent in the current marketing vear because
the 2024 harvest was just 299 lakh ba
there is probably an inherent tighte
supply because of lower carryover stocks,
Inits nt release, the USDA L
at India's cotton impors
d harvests owing to heavy
central and southern India, while m
support prices may raise domestic fibre
costs, The Cotton Corporation of India, as
the market intervention agency akin to Food
Corporation of India, should be ready o
meet both producer and consumer
requirements in these extraordinary
Meanwhile, it is notable that Australi
and Brazi top suppliers of cotton
gl it is being rather naively held that
cut duty as o placatory gesture to
the US ax atime when bilateral t
low phase, The US would surely be lool
at bigger cor jons than this o rec
its punitiv
COtLon enters as partof the FTA
deal, 50 the US is now on the same foc wing.
The political economy of cotton is not
imilar t that of foodgrain. Ineither
e, P oducers and consumers are
numerous — the needs of cotton growers
with small holdings in rainfed regions
(Maharashtra and Telangana) have to be
reconciled with those of small and medium
units providing employment in millions, In
the event of market volatility, the Stares,
Centre and the COTwill have to act in
concert o address both constituencies, In
the medium term, the ‘mi " oncotton
productivity and focus on growing
Jong-staple cotton, announced in recent
Budgets, should be pursued with vigour.
s no denying that In
farming represents a complex of problems,
maore incentral India than in Gujarat and
Tarmil Nadu, but tarifls are no solution. The
CClmust inspire confidence in days to
come,
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rump's clash with

Volodyayr Zelenskyy bn the

vl Office earlier this year

distilled the grammar of

power o ene bt
reminder, “You don't have the cards
lght new, With us, vou staret having the
cards." In geopolitica, influence s
exercised not theough shetoric but
thioigh the “cards" a state holds, Le.,
choke-poknts and bevers that others
cannod easlly substivute, 11 Ukraine
Incked such cards, China has dhown how
rowleld them,

In 2025, Beijing suspended exports of
rare carths and magnets, paralysing
stipply chalns for suto-makers,
aerospace manufacturers, and even LS
defence contractors, Markets only
ateadied after a Geneva framework
restored shipments, Thiswas no
secldent; sinee the 1990s, China has

lidaged cver T per cent of global
mn-unh mining and nearly 90 per cent
 processing capacicy, making it the
bt!lltﬂ-ttlnlpp e of critieal inputs for
BV, wind turbines, and misailes, That s
what it means to “have the cards.”

Careat powers endure not by being

omnipotent but by cultivating

WA

businessline,
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Identifying levers
for global power

indispensab

non-substitutable levers of
Interdependence, History ks full of
examples. Brivain's 19th-century
dominance rested as much on coal
bunkering stations and maritime
Insurance markets as on the Royal Navy,
i "5 1973 embargo quadrupled oll
prices and reshape d"?%m-m policy.
Jagan's post-war ascent wis bullt on
muchine tools and robotics, Industries
where tacit knowledge made
substivwtbon prohibitvely slow.

SEVEN PAMILIES
These leverages can be grouped inte
seven families: resources and materlals
(minerals, fuels, food ); preciaion
manufacturing (machine roals,
lighography, robatics); energy systems
(pipelines, LNG, renewables); logistics
and geography (ports, shipplg lanes,
undersea cable: :f‘r-n..m and payments
{reserve currencles, clearing systems,
sanctions); digital and standards power
(kdentlvy sysvems, payment ralls, 11
and security and institutional power
{defence exports, diaspora, norms), No
state needs all of them, but without
somme, it risks strategle irvelevance,
Where does India stand? In resources,

it holds substantial rare earth reserves
bur contributes under 1 per cent of

lobal output; the €34 000-crore

ational Critleal Minerals Misslon and
TREL's partnerships with Japan and
South Kores are steps towards elosing
this gap, In precishon manuficturing,
Tl i the Aeh laegest autamobile
producer and sth in chemicals, but Lags
badly in high-end machine tools,

sensors, and semlcond i

Inenergy, It imports over Hipu cent ol
s crude oll, yet leads in renewable
capacity suctions and has launched

lots in green hydrogen,
" t-'mgr';phyli:l |M!Etuul:lhv
Andarman-Nloobar choke-polnt and
7,500-km coastline could be
ransformed into a logistics hub with
secured ports and undersea cables.
Flnance is weak: the rupee accounts for
less than 2 per cent of global forex
rurnover, but India is exporting UPLand
RuPay corridors Invo Asla and Afrlea. In
digieal srandards, India b a fronte
s Diginal Pubdlic Infrastructure ha
dbopted in 20 counrries, offering o
“third wary" berween US big tech and
Chinese state-tech, In securiny, defence
exports have seen a upswing, spanning
drones, misslles, and patrol vessels, but
mport dependence in engines and
sensors remaing high. Narrative
leverage bs underesploired,

THREE TIERS

The roadmap must be disciplined, It
should be divided Into theee tle
should be immediate levers (0-3 y
Scale DPLexports, consol date

Leverage does not flow
naturally from markets; it
must be engincered
through R&D, technology
transfer, and reverse
engineering

and vacelnes [nto
|L1Id!l1ul stockplles and APL security
reghmes, Also encourage mose

lonalise

STRATEGIC PLAY. The government
must systematically identify domains
where India can realistically build
and then pursue them
with a missien-oriented approach

UPI-linked sextdement and soverelgn
trade crediv insurance,
nhm.\- all, India must confront the

i l pharma. 1
the Indian Ocean asa reliabilicy
corridor, with Andaman- Nicobar
developed Intoa logistics and MIO hub.
foor shl pping, aviazlon, and cables. These
cards can be embedded uls-kli.'.

Ther 11 should be medium-difficulty,
Tigh-payolf levers (3-10 years),
Operationalise rare earth processing
and magner plants with Japanese and
Karean partners, alming vo captuse 10
per cent of global market share in che
medium-term, Also, escalate effortsto
et aecess to mines outside India,

Bulld a precision manufacturing stack
(machine tools, metrology, power
semiconductors, robotics ) using
procurement to pull demand and offsets
o push technology transfer, Expand
defence MRO-plus exports; tie drone
and patrol boat sales 1o long-term
service contracts, making reglonal
milizaries veliant on Indian spare chains,

Ther 11 should be long-term bets
(100 Hiyears) Focus on niches where
India can become indispensable, In
sermlconductons, dominate design,
CSAT, packaging, and speclalry
materbals (CMP slureles, gases,
photoresists), backed by national testing
and certifieation labs, In aerospace,
master hot-section repalrs and additve
manufacturkng for spares as stepplng
svonies toward engine autonomy, The
deal with SBAFRAN should be leveraged
1o do this, In finance, embed the rupee in
South-South teade corvidors through

i Lawerage does not
fow nat mll from markets; it must be
engineered 'l[)':muuh REeD, technology
weanafer, and reverse englneering,
China's ascent rested ona strategy of
“beg, borvow, seal”; forcing Wester
plavers into joint ventures,
reverse-engineering German magnets,
and absorbing Western designs before
scaling indigenous REeD. Prassia in the
19tk cenrury did the same with British
machine tools, bullding an armaments
Tase through copying and adaptation.
Inclia meust do both: }(
misslon-orlented Itekl!.whulvalm
{lﬂ;n salvely extracting technology via
(st licensing, and reverse

@ nlfllsu.unlg.

nncwazion at home I8 too slow;
barrowing alone s too shallow, Both
must proceed bn parallel.

‘The typology eutlined here s only
indicative; the precise selection of )
st be 3 matter of state srategy.
I essentlal is that government
systematically identify the domalng
where India can realistical ly build
Indispensability and then puisue them
witha missson-ordented approach, In
technology in particular, o few crizical
Teveers mast be chosen and sdvanced
with concentrated resources and
instirutional resolve, going all guns
lazing until they become unassallable.

The aul
Insues, Voams areparsenal

How ‘deflator’ influences GDP numbers

Analysts warn the jump in June quarter GDP growth is statistical, inflated by an unusually low GDP deflator

bl.explainer

Lokeshwarr 5K

roes the GDP growth for the first
quarter of 2025-26 present the
correct picture?
The real GDP growth for the June
quarter of 2025-26, a1 7.8 per cent, came
s i surprise o most analysts, who had
u: scved growth in the range of 6.5 1o
wcent, But the jump appears to be
duu o technlcal factor in the
computation, The advance estimates for
GOEF are compuzed using the
benchmark-indicator methed, Here,
estimates for the same quarter in the
previous fiscal vear are extrapalated
using real-thy ta and high-frequency
Indicarors for each sector. These
s are adjusted by the GDF
deflator toarelve o the real GDP

vowth, The GDP deflator {explained

cJow ) fior the first quarter had declined
1 0.9 per cent compared to the same
quarter last fiscal vear, This number s
down from 3.1 per cent recorded in the
last quarter of FY 25,

Thisdecline resulted In areificlally
pumping up the real GDP growth
numbers, According tovarious
estimates, the real GDP is overstated by

atleast 100 basks points.

What is the GDP deflator? How is
it calculated?

Tha GO deflator (s used in natlonal
Income caleulations to adjust the
neminal GOP numbers for inflation,
thereby arriving at the real GDP number.
According to MOSPL ‘G deflator s o
comprehensive measure of inflation,
.mplllurlydvu wed from nazional
aecouits data i a vatio of GDP &
current prices vo constant prices,”

The problem is that the deflavor uses a
combination of WPl and CPLrs arvive ar
the deflagor number, It may be recalled
that WPLinflation in the first quartes of
1Y 26 was very low, almost close to gero,
Pl wass el guedve Jow, below 3 per cent
I this perlod.

‘This appears to have made the
deflator unusually low, at 0.9 per cent n
the first quarcer of this fiscal year,

How has the deflator skewed real
owth In varlous sectors?
 real growth numbers in many
sectors have been shown higher due to
the lower deflatar, According to
Nomura,* nglursmmhlnprlwu

(where low
pl.w:.u blgger role) was Likely l'mnutul!
due vo this. Similarky, the plck-ups in

KEY MEASURE, The GOP deflator is
wsed for ar riving at the real GOPmesman

export growth and Import growth are
not mirrored in the nominal trends, In
fact, seross many sectors, veal growth
accelerated even as nominal growth fell,
reflecting the vole of low deflatoss In
boosting real growth,”

‘Will the deflator affect growth in
the coming quarters, too?
Economdsts cxpect the low deflator to
impact growth in the coming quarters is
well, leading ro an upward revislon in the
real GDP forecast for FY 26 by 5010 60
Deasls polnts,

According to Emkay research, “Going
ahead, the underlying growth story ks

likely o be muddied by several
staniatical and exvernal quisks, making it
difficult 1o ascertain growth mmu neum
accurately. We note that real GDP
growth is lkely to be boosted
statlatically through the vear, due toa
mild deflator, eapecially for services,
which ks deflazed using WPLamid lack of
serviees PPL

Additionally, while FY26E may see
some buffers from consumption due to
lhvlm{uﬂdlng(is'l' Fatlonalisation,
Q2FY 261 lkely o be a washour for
manufacturing (and consamption) as
Tsoth, producers and consumers, delsy
manufacturingpurchases ahead of the
GST rationalisation. Lastly, the US tarifd
Tur will feed through o exports (which
wiere front-loaded b (1), with adoming
effect on employment, wages, and
private ull‘lllll\lpll.un

Nomiira notes that growth data for
the September quarter appear mived so
far, but real GOP will receive another
et from alow deflatos, export
fromt-loading (untll August), and base
effects, thp{ng it ax an elevated rave of
T per cent y-0-y, “We expect the impact
of higher tarlffs to be visible after
Seprember, leading t a sha
slowdown to & per cent inthe December
20025 quarter and 5.6 per centin the
March 2026 quarter,”

® LETTERS TO EDITOR send your letters by emal to bleditardthehindu.caln ar by past to ‘Letters to the Editr’, The Hindu Business Line, Kasturl Bulidings, 85960, Anna Sals, Chennal 600002,

Power troikn

The editonal Tanyn Tanga'
(September X) conveys a message to
thewarle, especially Presient
Trump, that pragmatism reated in
rational soversgnty s the answer i
tariff wars. Getbrg the SC0 summit
te see Pahalgam far what it is ard
acknewledge ‘teererism from aeress
the barder, is a sure win for our
diplematic efforts, meee sain the
backdrap of aur Dedence Mirister
recerily having had ta refuse
erdorsing SCO joint declaration, far
it nes mentiening Pahalgam

et ebivieus o China's firtatious
relatianship wih Pakistan, india's
chagsing ta warm up ta Chinais the

need of the haur, even with pres
berderissues. The only caveat being
eternalvigilance in national secunty
interests. And that indian tracle rs and
business o net fall far all serts of
Chinese goads to flacd indian
markets, stifling Inclan
manufacturing Inding
Trumg's dictates net ta impart

Trump on the back-foot
This refers to "inda nee ds us, not
Russia’, Peter Navarro's fresh attack
an New Delhi after SC0O Summit’
(September 2), Why does LIS nat
mind its awn bus 3
ERMirg et with reckless,

out-gf-5yne and urolcibed advisery,
Far sure, Trumg m
extremely diffcult te digest the
visible dhaseness ameng the tria
(Russia, Incka and China) at just
cancluded SC0 meet, helelin China.
Metably, al this comes scan after

e fircling

each roune of alks signals

stead of

Engaging with China
Irudia and hina eanreat escage the
weight af geo graphy. Shared

R Marayan

P Mg

Unbroken bond

Bgropos, nda and Bussia have
staod tagether inchalengng

sruatians, says Medi' (September 2
wridin ane Russia have sacd shoulder

berders,

e, VB, AE, TTE beklrial Aras, Vish A, 3120, War R b, Uvarashins 460 108 o bmballof TG PBLSIIE YT, LTS, G AE00 a1 Ragharh §1m s ki respoosalin b wabech s o1 rmws cnd e e PO k'

overlapping ambrians that sprout

rensiens, wil remain part of their
equation Yet their periodic gestures
al warmeh oe friction are secondary
roalarger purpose: the discipline of
dislogue. Productive or fractious,

recogition that risks from silence
far autweigh that fram ergagement

trst and resilence rather than
enpeddiency. Ouring the Cold War,
Muoscow's congsient suppert
shaped indin's strategic autonemy,
whie New Delhi, even in today's
polarised climate, hes preserved its
irdependent stance on Aussia
Despite Western sanctiars ansl
shifting global blioes, Indiaand fussia
cantinue to praritis e lan gtenm
conergerce syer short term
pressures. Theiraliance stands asa
remmireler that genuine partnerships
are tested not in comfort butin
achversity, where layalty anel
pragmatism preval

 and threagh turbailent times,

fergnga relationship defired by Hergs

TARNEATE PR
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INDIAL, Global
Collaborative Agent

Why Xi's call for proliferation makes sense

XiJinping, not quite India's new Donald Tromp, urged
SC0 members on Monday to strengthen Al cooperation,
while jettisoning a ‘Cold War mentality’. India should
mike themostoutol thiscall-out, Itstempting tocast the
developmentof Alasan‘armsrace” withastrong binary
guotient where the Soviet Union has been replaced by
the People's Republic. But the parallels with nuclear pro-
liferation can be deceptive. Al holds a far greater trans-
formative potential, and the nature of its dispersion is
completely different. China has already demonstrated its
ability to take a big leap in GenAlata fraction of the cost
of development inthe US with DeepSeek. Thisshoulden-
cowrage other nations like India to get eracking on foun-
dation models and put Alona broader evolutionary tree,

Anon-proliferation regime based on access to semicon-
duetors doesn't seem prom ising because countriesave al-
ready inarace tobuild thelr own chips

India’s first indigenous
§ cessor chip was unvelled on Tuesday,
The world isalsopivoting towards RE,
which should democratise Al use that
needs alotof power tocrunch data, The
critical input for ML is data created by
humans, and that can only be served
through proliferation. China is eminently sulted to sug-
gestam ulllpu]ul approach to AL having aequired requi-
It has moved ahead with commercialisa-
thon of the tech, while the US is yet tomake it profitable,

The U5 sees India playing a role in Al dispersion by
bringing down development costs. Galning aceess to Chi-
nese innovation should help in this endeaveur 1t should-
w't be difficult if both the US and Chinasee India as acol-
laborative Al agent. Approaches to regulating Al (still)
differ significantly in the two countries. India can gain
by incorporating elements from eithe 15 should also
sitwell with India's position on the ethical development
of AL Closer engagement with Chinainhitechalsohelps
India to reset its lopsided trade relations with it, The call
for multipolar Al must be heeded by India.

The Art of Being No
One’s & Everyones

Ingeopolitics, optics often matter as much as words — and, so-
metimes, even more than words. Ahead of the SCO summit in
Tiamjin, Volodymyr Zelenskyy reached out to NarendraModi,
briefing him on efforts to end the war Russia began in 2002
against his country That Ukraine's president turned to India
whose PM has been accused by Trumpand hisamplifiersof
‘bankrolling' the conflict by purchasing Russian oil, and who
shared a limo ride with Viadimir Putinat Tianjin (much like
Putintook a ride in Trump's limo in Alaska in mid-August)
tell the same story: not falling into acamp can be a virtoe,
Heeping channels of communication open remains the life-
bloodof diplomacy, Indiais among thefew countries that have
maintained good relations with both Uk-
rair i Russia. Thismulti-alig
its refusal to take sides — makes it & natu-
ralcandidate for an hoenest broker, Yet, In-
diahassofar shied away from playing that
role overtly by facilitating peace, orenab-
ling anegotiated settlement.
Inafragmented world, theability tomove
aCross groups is a superpower. ltmust e partof India
gicautonomy arsenal. [ts growing economy has secured India
aplace onthe world stage, Butit's the capacity wout acress dif-
ferences that can give it real heft. At the same time. India's pa-
radoxical realities — being the world's fourth-largest econo-
mywhilehaving the lowest per-capita income in G20, with per-
capita energy consumption well below the global average
make itpunch below its weight. But these very constraints give
itthe flexibility Egage with countries across the spectrum
as an equal partner. Rather than turn its back on this unique
position, New Delhi must leverage it to strengthen its place in
i ngly atomised

Trump's attack dogs are so cute
they tell us of a grand sulk

Guns of Navarro, You
Dodge Those Blanks

It's kinda sweet, how much Trump's "What's Its Name of
America’ wants Indiatoplay football —which the US plays
using hands, so there was bound to be issues. Attack sch-
nauzers like Peter Navarro — by now as muchof a house-
hold name in India as the anti-Thakur Gabbar Singh, who.

CURSOR w Make GST payments only by e-rupee, tokenisation can achieve total transparency

How to Get Rid of Ghosts

=

&the GHT Councll goes ahowt
overhauling the tax ow
next two days, lwere are
suggestions o mprove its
warking.

A

* Mandate nseof ETUpee, RBI'sd-
I

|J|.1|mm1 e have be-
s af’ knput tax eredit
5241 e, cumulatively
i FY25 (1 to January for
the last Mscal)

Shell cornpenies tssue fake o loes
for goods and services never actually
sobi. but clabm to have

i

In
Iumku I iras lusve a bad vap n Disdia,
eirassociation withcryp-
cies and the laly tervor these
haldfor RELIF alternative. private cur-
venckes ave allowed, what would hap-

Devirsin the details

a different amblence, free WFL,
i felbow colfee drinkers sorted by
ated income. But this coffes
Jodeat ch 1—]\&';“1|i|:LL'LuIl’|I.-(|:L'|pI\Jl|!l-
thes than laxury

e 18 no need for a separate tax
vate for prepnlum goods. They arve pel-
ool ighes, and s0 wiold yiebkd mare
. s coapared oregular goods Tax-
Larlty o whiat
il eonseEnces of

'ﬂ!l ]I'|l|!|'| mn-x\ Edelined inter-
ms 3(mlp]lL.illmuflx’hL.IJll! ot whe-
you waulkd be podnted up ar downs
In the afte
with lax povernanoe. will lead tosmug-
ale] good s ard kioel-ofts, both result-
g ks i s e eich s

® Heep catepories simple Make
tegories beoad enough Lo avold dispu-
tes and litkgation over chassiflcation
poponrns With caramel, without &
mel, with favour, without 0
“They should all be bn fhe same

oo, andd attract the same
* Avold levying diffevent vates an

mialily consumisd by different inco-

me classes There nl-lL.I)I e

i o Jewy i ow

pecka i, T T clquuun[. s

e ground that the poor ave e |ike-

Iy tos iy thoesses than the wel l-off,
Sueh differential rates af 1y on the

same product based on slze of the sto-

k-Reeplng wnlt (SKLU) will only cres

e il sty of bylisg upsenall, low-

e b0 the power af the manetary i f
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THE SPEAKING TREE

Meditation
&Thoughts

HVRAGHUPATHI

Dt s Dl ot e fact that by
i beslr gs are thinking belngs.
Mature granted this lovely virtee
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T the: 4 thought started in
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ChIDS Just Got Con5|derably Higher

Subimal Bhattacharjee
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Let's Treat Nonprofits as Startups

Tarun Khanna &
Varun Aggarwal

Ut irseuibetios o fund nonpeofits s
well, 8o

ernments. Now, they 're testing how

and Sac
il im ks fled ghing ye
5 Funliing Fuarail
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T decades agn, India had few entre-
preneurs, litte venture
! 1

like Don Don, 50 bt
{'¥eh haath mujhe de de, Thakur!) — have been let out of
their kennels to yap about in op-eds, Fox News, and other
ereches with one object: howl at India for not letting Don
Dion hog all the Barbies and, instead. play with matryosh-
kadolls with folks that were supposed to get cosy with the
US: Russia and China. Boy, when the US sulks, it sulks like
ajilted prom date ina Stephen King novel.

While 1S shrapnel in the form of “strategic freeloading”
and ‘Brahmin profiteering’ fly; India should up their ‘stra-
tegicautonomy’ play — or, if you don't wanttosound likea
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The Forbidden

Dragon Fruit

Apropos the Edlt Dot Mista-
ke Bnacks fora Meal' (Sep 2), PM
Iaverdra Modt's Teaniin trip foe
he SO0 syt o ght radse eype-
biegws b Washington, but read-
ing it s Inddia tilting towsrd Chi-
s and Rusaia would be preea-
rure— If vt plakn wrong Modi's
atrategle umllu. Lnneluding a pre-
st sbop bn Japan ansd his ear-
by exle befove Chirsa's Vietory Dy
Eanfare, signal nusnoe, not alkgn-
it Whibe Il and China re-
tenae bordey,
50 vital trade partners
ally in clean energry The
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bawsathe choreagrapliy, but let's
ot confuse a handshake with a
hug, I'ImLm aresed: 1i's real-
L, Ly utormy
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LIFE IS STRANGE

POP SOME CORN

THE TIMES. OF INDLA
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CONTRAPUNTO
. In & word, | was too cowardly to do what
I knew to be right, as | had been too cowardly
to avoid doing what | knew to be wrong
= CHARLES DICKENS, Great Expectations

TALE OF
TWO CITIES

If Jarange has ‘won’, his actions, like farmer protests in
Delhi, set this template: got a demand, shut down a city

‘- Festerday, Maharashtra govt finally negotiated terms for a
Jarangeclimbdown. This isa relief for Mumbal. But how low
Mumbal was brought and how fast, remalns a worry. Indeed,

the city's acute suffering only got actioned after the judiclary

stepped Into what should have been an obvious job for the executive,

To recap, after Jarange and his fellow protesters fractured Hife and

business in large parts of Mumbali beginning Friday, govt response

wis mostly to just clean up after them. Only thanks to Bombay high
court's intervention on Monday did authorities begin to restore
order around the designated protest area, Azad Maidan.

It revisited the matter in even more foreeful terms on Tuesday, It
observed, “You cannot foree an HC judge towalk like this just because
your protesters were dancing on the road.” The point is that this
S amEEs m o  Wasamass plaint - patlents being foreed to miss
MUMBAI hospital appointments, students missing classes,
glg workers missing their daily liveli-
hood, BSE and the nation's other prime
establishments compelled to shelter
behind increased security Insofar as
this is fundamentally a matter of civil
liberties, the scale on which these
have been splintered in the Maximum
Clty sends an ominous message to the
entirecountry,

Around Delhi, farmer protests have
pluyt-duul inasimilar way Last December, SC sald in the context of
agitating farmers yetagain obstructing highways, “Inademocrat ic

setup, you ean engage in peaceful protests but do not eause Ineonve-

nience to people.” Think about how many groups have genuine or
imagined grievances in our raveous democracy, The Maraths and
farmer protests are partly rooted in economic dysfunction, where
there simply hasn't been enough job creation to transition Indians
out of agrieulture as they want. If Trump's tariffs and temper don't
wane, more challenging times lie ahead. If ever India had room to
idle any of His economicengines, of which eltbes are a prime example,
its not right now,

Our cities oecupy just 3% of the land and contribute a massive
G0% of GDP Our metropolises are particularly good at introducing
opportunities to migrants as much as toloeals. But to continue this,
a basic soclal contract has to be respected by all stakeholders. Most
importantly, govt cannot allow one protesting group privileges
dented to most. Becanse that creates a template for anarchy, What
one set of protesters have wrought on Mumbai this week, another,
and yet another may now emulate, in Mumbai or another city,

City many thought would symbolise India’s bright
future is now an ad for India’s worst failings

rainy day could very well be a Gurgaon resident's worst
Anlghlmure. Barely had Delhi's satellite town lamented the
breakdown of its municipality's garbage collection system
than waterlogging brought the elty to near-collapse - an annual
recurrence in monsoon. So, in a town where €100 cr apartments are
not uneommaon, every monsoeon, there'll be videos of traffic at a

standstill over longstretches, of carshalf-submerged, and storles of
commuters spending 5 hours on the road for a few kms ride.
Because, oops, someone forgot the plumbing,
Someone looked away when developers took
over. Was there even a drainage plan for the
new city that was coming up? Apparently not.

eneroached over commons, Where will all that rainwater g
Desilting plans are paper tigers, plastics clog drains, l]ller piles
up. Adding to Gurgaon's woes Ls the neartotal absenee of publie
transport - a crippling deficlency given the ever-expanding residential

S0, who's straying?
y aying:
Street dogs make good companions
& provoke intense debate
Jug Suraiya

forelgn breeds, Like German Shepherds and Labradors, brought nto this
country h} breeders who mate them lhm‘I‘DLIlHJ) for customers who deem
exotic and expensive canines (o be o status symbol, and think a Great Dane 15
Shakespeare’s Hamlet.

Dick & Henry, Don & Pete

When the India-

Srelationship was shallow, Nixon-Kissinger’s bloody-mindedness did limited damage.

Today Trump-Navarro-MAGA threaten much greater harm. Distrust on both sides can widen

Seema Sirohi

The opthea of Tian] nwith thi trol
Body, Putin and Xi standing in
was a algnal o but was it

different tine - Pakistan was in the US camp while

Inclia had signed a “friendship reaty” with the Soviets

to avold bedng a friendless vietim in the great game,
Since there n'tmuch depth to Indo-U5 relatlons,

received ntheright quarters?

Trummp's econombe and verbal war
agalnst India helped manufacture the
“extra” bonbomle for the Thanjin
shaw, Whether the rebalancing bs real
will become ¢l only n
thine, Meanwhile, the tralnwreck of [ndia-US
velatlons continues with ne rescue team in
alght,

The erlsls |s wo longer a case of sudden
elills that will pasa with the season but a
collapse of trust that won't mend for ye:
1t'smore ke a 1970 mament when Nixon sent
Ahe Seventl Fleet to thy
on Paklstan's Behalf, whi
genocide i East Pakistan. The resulting
“eilit” lasted decades, spawning a
mlth-generational distrust of US b India,

Substitute gunboat diplomacy of those
daya with the Intense tarlif-sanctions
pressure of today and Peter Navareo seems
as bloady-minded as Henry Kissinger and
Trump as hellbent as Richard Nixon n
eornering In If Nixon went to great
lengths “not todoanyihing tocomplicate the
altuation for President Yahya (Khan)" and
veward Pakistan for facilitating the opening
to China, T pmsengaged ina slmlar venture to
wemake the global architecture with a side play for a
Nobel peace prize.

India survived Kissinger's devious diplomacy to
the balance of power - & US-Ching allgnment
agaknat the Soviets, Pakistan, the secret channel, was
handsomely paid and protected as it went on to build its
muclear programme and gestate terrorists under cover
of the Afghan war China and Pakistan were ina good
strategicspot then as they avenow

India was sidelined. There was no Indian diaspora
to spenk of and few veal threads connecting ndia and
Amerkea, India's economy was largely closed, It wasa

al

thedamage was easler to repale, Therelatiomahip contl-
nued atabasic level, US stayed away from mediating in
himir barring a couple of bouts of adventurism. It
vecognised India's redlines and dida't pay too much
attentlon o Delhl,

This thme there's an entive infrastructure of

Triendship to deatroy, after 25 years of a steadily sxpan-
ding relationalip. And as they say, greater the lelght,
havder the fall. The psychological damage will endure,
A from hot takies against America on X, a deeper
cllstrust could set in within the Indlan estabdiahment,
lHmitlng enpgagement and opportunities both.

New Delhl will show it has optlons - some old, some
new 5o far it has done so without denylng the need for
good relations with US. Interestingly, Tramp too hasa't
peraonally eriticised Modi, which some see as a vay of
hope, But without real engagement beiween the two,
that might just be grasping at straws.

Theonly persansmiling inthe global ballveom s X1,

Tromp wants a deal with China, Russla Is arguably
thgheer with China than with India. And U8 efTorts to
foree an end o Putin's war in Ukealne sueceed, Indla
visks being ledt further afteld.

A weaker Russia, a stronger China and a mercurial
US bs not & teiangle that favours India no matter how
swiet the sounds feom Tlan) b, During the Cold War,
nelther superpower clalmed Indian territory, the
superpower-in-walting does. And it alveady has a
streng presence b countrl Ighbowring India,

Navarvo amnd co only make China's task
easler by adding daily fuel to the fise consu-
mingthe Indlarelationship US Congress has
stayed largely quiet save a few statements,
Indian American members of Congress have
sald litle or nothing as they wately the dest-
ructlon, The Indla Cavcws has made no staie-
ment The Indlan diaspara ls in hiding, the
business lobby with stakes in Indiais M1A,

Why? Because they are afrall. Mo one
wants to get in front of the antl-mbgeant
vitriol pouring out of the MAGA world lest
they become a target, Anger agalnat Indians
a job stealers and visa manipulators has
risen bn the wake of Tramp's taeiff war
Virulent ¢ prominent
MAGA l. Today it's
calling for an end o H1E visas, tomorrow it
[ coubd be something worse, Ferelgn students
% read “Indians” sinee they are the largest
§ Broup - willface new visa restrictions,

The peopletwpeople bridge s being
ahaken, s Hke the US economy got no benelit from te
toll and trouble of Indians and [ndian Americans, On
theother skde, steldent antl-Amer caniam i on the rise.
From delng “havans” for Trump's gead health, some
are making his “effigy”. He is seen as a bully and a
bt rayer

From the sky belng no limit to US-In rhendship
(o gquote Modiyand this being * the most conseguentlal
partnership” ito quote Biden) 1o Nas 0's lnvectives
and Trumps inaults, the buzzk 11 will last years, Indla
will survive, strat il all, as it has ather
policy U-turns. [t may use Tlanjin-type gatherings for
help but they toocontain traps,

Who & Why Of The Siege Of SoBo & What’s Next

Jarange wanted all Marathas declared Kunbis. Govt says it'll have an answer in two months. As the
Maratha quota stir's play-pause-repeat cycle hits pause, a lowdown on Maratha-Kunbi dynamics

Prabodhan Pol and Sumeet Mhaskar

Even in 2023, Shinde
vl @ssured that
athas with docu-
ments that connect
themm to ' Mizane

Telangana recognises
Marathasas (KRC - would recedve Kunbi caste certifieates.
This thne foo, Jarange has been assured of govi's
intention, But it's a complex matter,

Marathas and Kunbls aren't identical communities.
Kll)lhls enjoy OBC atatus and reservation benefits, so
i Kunbd Lineage to access these
niages in Maharashtra. The Maratha clalm o a
vitually lower” shudra social status 18 o access a thay
proportion of public jobs and higher edueational
opportiunities This deapite the fact that Marathas
have benefited immensely from the 1% EWS quota.

Marathas are a dominant caste | Beneath the labels 1
Intrieate memorkea and fevcely contested clalms,
jons extend beyond Maharashtra's borders
tidars in Gujarat, Jats in Havyana, Kapus in
Andhra and Vokkallgas in Karnataka have been
fighting similar battles, all palitically powerful castes
i RIRL LY preasures.

vulnerable sections within these
for [}Iﬂ.f atatus, These

il ol

communities pre
Y AP St
actually reopen deep disputes rooted bn history and
caste politles of modern lnd iz

The M: ate represents part of a
bvoader national pattern i which historically doml-
nant castes seek strategle repositioning within India's
veservation framewark. Thess battles ralse fundamental
questbons about caste {dentities, soclal mobility and
whitespread misunderstandings about the factual
purposes of affirmative action,

Whe Marathas & Kunbls were | In precolonial times,
Maratha ldentity vemained remarkably fuid and
nclusive. It encompassed diverss warrlor groups,
cultivators and local elites bound more by serviee o
the Maratha polity than by righd caste hierarchies.

adminlsteative elites, landed gentry and peasant
netwarks that cl)lll.’l:[l\\:!}' H]lllpﬂ‘ﬂ western Indla's
saclety, palitics and econamy.

wlstently noted that ‘Kunbl' was
not an endogamos sub-casts but funetionsd as a biroad
ul:l:\l.pu[]l)l!ll] label for land cultivators, Some famiblles
Wl‘]l.lll[k‘lLiﬂﬂ‘ L\nﬂ!l!lﬂl\][]l.‘ﬂgk’lldl\lu]l\'aﬂl*}"L’{l.\‘uk’iill!il
styling, bndicating that the boundaries between Kanbl
and Maratha ientities were eontinually blurved.

Identithes begin toseparate | Alfluent familbes nvested in
genealogles that linked them to Rajputs, therely con-
solidating Marat 16 as authentle’ Kahatriyas
By late 19th century, ordinary Kuabl households
accepted thelr Shudea status, Whils Kunbis weresocially
and econemically disadvantaged, they were not app-
wesged n this same manner as the untouchable’ cagtes,

Marathas gaim polithcal heft | Tl ‘Maratha' label acguled
mew dimenaions b the lute 191h and eardy 30th centuries
through colonlal censuses, the 1919 Government of
India Act and non-Bralmin political mobilisations,

Records from this perlod mark the beglnaing of
formal differentiation between Marathas anid Kunbis.
Followling appeals from Maratha groups, subatantial
numbers of Kunbis vegistered themsel ves as Marathas
i the 1921 and 1931 colonial rensuses.

Kunbl communities adopted the Maratha identity
toaceesd regourees and soeial honour, Over tine, many
Kunbl households embraced Maratha cultural mackers

In 17th and 18th centurles, I prised

thelr influence, reflecting notable porosity

between these groups, These translormatbons lnereased

the ha identity’s pulllll:u] welght and !\.’a’l'\:!pt:(l
lecal hlevarchies, endowing emergent identitles with
new political slgnificance,

Mon-Brahmin politics and electoral opportunities
expanded clalms to political vepresentation. Consequ-
ently, ‘Maratha’ became not merely a cultural but a
central political category

From thse late 19408 through the early 1960s, Marathas
lished declsive conirel over reglonal politics. This
marked the beginning of boundary closure between
Marathas anid Kunbis, reflected b the stark political
andl econonic power different s that emerged between
these connunities

Marathas' claim of Kanbd orgins | [nelusion of Kunbis in
the OB kst highllghted thelr soclally and educationally
disadvantaged poaltbon. On the ather hand, slnce e
19505, Maratha demands for inclusbon by the OBC list
have been cons lstently rejected due to their inability to

o argue for Mar: udm-i(uum L'<|IJ]\v'Il|L’I'|L!‘ hence the
Fadnavia govi'sassurance yesterday toJarange of a GR
o kmplement the Hyderabad gazette (1818) - Marath wada
then waa under Hyderabad. While historical records
provide some support for thelr case, the carvent demanid

1 M hias as “Kunbl' represents a selective
of” complex history,

This approach overdosks the faet 1 fram (e
mid-20th cenfury to the present, the Marathas have
exerted phenomenal controlover regional politics, eco-
oy and s ¢ While Kunbis too hobd an influential
position, it 1s lmited to specific areas of the state,
Moveover, beaides [unbls, there are more than 2680
cagtes that ave part of the OBC list that are extremely
disadvantaged compared tothe Marathas,

The courts, ton, have noted that geanting blanket
Hunbi certificates to all Macathas wauld constitute a
sclal absurdity” Maratha reservatlon may have
originated for claiming a share In scarce jobs and
education. However, [ts present ; seeks W Lsurp
the political space oceupled by the OBC community

FPol tenches ot Monipal Acedemy of Higher Education.
Mhaskur teaches at OF Jindai Giobal University
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The power thad creatod vou has
crveted the wenld, 1 i con take
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Photosynthetic Governance For A Lively Planet

Vir Singh

heaxisof ourexistence s
| whopplngly Long: 149,587 570,700
MELErS, 00 148,587 BTL ki, 1t has its
woots ln Barthand e b Ss

o mot support e because they lack the
phenaimenon of photosynthests, This
phenamenon prevalls on Barth, weaving
lite iy dbverse fovms through varlous
Iilaites, poosysLEmE, uudspecm-‘ making
the planet

surface, Energy flux occurs on the solar
surface, and our blomolecules are energl-
sl That ks thie essence of our existence.
However, ourenergy, splriteal, connect
withthe Sun ls notdivect; the enecgy in
igght produced by the Sun 1s infused into

Gurgaon was supposed to be liberalised India ‘s dream town. BPO
GURGAOH and I'T/ I'TES hub, Fortune 500 Heds, developers'
playfield, tonlest apartments, glitziest malls,
country’s third richest by per capita income -
Gurgaon rese and rose In so many ways and
reached for the sky, tall and glorious. T itdidn't,
' Gowt barely had infra in place for the old village
avtar of Gurgaon, And private developers
. weren'tabout to lay drainage networks, Some-
one bullt roads over existing drains, Someone let old Gurgaon's
lakes and ponds be cemented, Pipes laid in later years had sections
missing, Someone turned a blind eve as residences and ul'l].u.-s
areas and commereial spaces stretehing to Manesar Loeal metro
network s lmited. So, Gurgaon's residents are entirely dependent
on private conveyance for even local commute - a far cry from
sustainability goals MNCs often profess, Gurgaon, alas, has ended
up being the poster city for urban non-planning, of the consequences
of govtabdication of duty, Of eourse, i1l be the same next year.
1t's a battle ved bn tooth and elaw that makes the fur 1y, And it
D pacalated (o e Supreme Court no Jess, notonee but twice
The hostilities are provoked by India's so-called stray dogs.
Inthat deseriptive tag s where the problem Lies,
The dogs that inbable the steeets of Indla are not strays
d whaove strayed in from elsewheve, That term better suits the
e vative lnddan atveet dog |5 healthies havd e inose faithiul, and friendlie;
malking for a much better n:nmpanlnm]mnuwLm‘ml tedand inbred counterpart.
Found them allupand getrid of themany which way yowcan, saysthe anti-dog
brigade. That's bavharie, contend antmal welfare sdvocates. 5%
(3¥e) \ flrst order suggested sheliers. Some eritics asked: Shelters? For dogs?
\‘:) When we can't provide sh wlor b i
“The second arder, thankfully, restored the status quoan te.
e UL continue s that those
ot volnerabie o canine attacks ave dally-wagers
SECDI'IdUpHHUiII anil slum-dwellers whi st leave thelr childien
———  unaftended. The welloff, goes this argument, are
safe b ated commmbtles, and can afford e loxury of being kind to steays,
“The other argnment bs that street In numbers
when well-meaning but misguided people feed them otdoors, .uul unwirtingly
establish food territoriality, which must aggressively be p v
|mru<tm;1uunm,neu or twn, The countes that SC heard s thi ilslm}sw unfed
ks blgger ey basue. 5o, SC asdes)
Perhaps, those who feed street dogs on the rosdside should extend thelr
magnanimity toaccommodate the maxim: Don't give the doga bone, unless you
can alsogive ita home,

usvEap Pt
aynthesks. Should there be no photosyr:
thvesls by ehboroplayll-con taln g plants,
thvere is o questbon of our existence.
This s true notonly abeut us, the
huomman beings. This s true of mostof the
bosplsere. Almost all terveatr ] e and
most oceanke lfe exist, prevall, and are
sustained through hesls Planet

carbon intolife, photes rikesa

foperost 1o fertilise the

balance in theatmosphere and regulates
Earth'sclimate system,

O contemporary world bs cursed by
gradual warming, resulting inthe break-
downaf 18 elimate cvele i times of

Late 15 organde T Imm.\lnl' ik
a8 we know Ut bs inorgandc. s only
thirough photosynthesls tat
Inorganie componids ue
transformed into organic
compounds, About90% of
Earth's bbornass Is producesd
thirough photosynthsls,
Only green plants, algae
and some chlorephyll-
oontaining micromga-
niams, ke cyanobacteriaand
mieronlgae, are erpowered to tranaform

24

sunllght bute lfe, 1t ks thanks to photosyn-

ok Barth lsan oasis in the

Earth s theliving planet - the only nm.\we
o — thanks to

unmma place we call ‘Blue Beauty'.

photosyntheals, Other planets L\lthe
cosmos are also bathesd L light, but they

a15.on Kar th penerate 40460 % al’
I.z\l'h!n[t' il precipitation throu gl
L thow. F naplseric

urp rnthesis
remains the last hope o reduce and
halt global warming processes and
b the planit, which 1 belng
tormsenied by life-annihilating
climate change. Our self-
heallng 1s impossible without
the slmultaneous healing of
our planet. Photasymthesis

THE SPEAKING TREE 554w the healing af bath.

Photosynthesising

organkams establish a bridge between
Incrganic cosmos and organte bioaphere
and keepdistilling e outof light,
choosing only two matters frons the
Eearth: carboa dlox bibe and water, Plioto-
aymtheals i & cosmle phenonsenon.
Wherever photosynthesls prevs

must nevitably prevail. s the first and

universe with life. Photesyitlesls, in
easence, s a splritual phenomenon
through which light transcends bnto the
splritof Hfe, 1 we wish tocobonl=e an
extraterrestial planet, that would be
poasl ble by ereating ervironmental
conditlons conducive to photosymithesis,

Fhotosynthests is the foundation of
Lifeon Earth. Italso serves asthe basis of
our food and nutrition secur iy, Allour
vegetarian foods ave produced through
the process of phatosynthesls, The
greater the photosynthedic efflckency of
o agrleuliural erops, the stronger the
basia of our food and nutektion security
Toelfectively manage avd manior our
holistic progress, we need twestablish
ecologleal banks, such as Photosynthetle
Reserve Banks'. Such developments,
emanating from policles pulded by the
core laws of nature, anenotonly nEcessary
bt s ieperative for ushering |
healtliy vilizant, promising, sustaly
and happy future.
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More wafer work

India needs to move fast beyond the back end
to become a full-stack semiconductor nation

MDIA'S SEMICONDUCTOR AMBITIONS took a big leap forward last
week when CG Semi—a Murugappa Group subsidiary— announced
that itwould roll out the first Made-in-India chip by the end of the year,
The announcement came just days after the Union Cabinet approved
foursemiconductor projects, taking the total numberof approved chipman
ufacturing facilities in India to 10, including the Tata Group's partnership
with Talwan's Powerchip Semiconductor Manufacturing Corp to make
mature chips. The latest approvals push up the projected investments in
semiconductor |:r::h.\1:5 toabout T1.6 lakh crore across six states. Many
might,with some justification, argue that th mentandtl
Isjust Il I Impact, but at least it'sa g
ning after decades of missed opportunities. It's also encouraging that the
government is giving final shape to the second phase of the India Sembcon
duetor Misston (ISM), with most of the fiscal support carmarked under the
first phase already committed. At the Semicon India 2025 on Tuesday, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi gave it the necessary urgency by saying what the
country now needs is“less paper work and morewaferwork”,
It's important that India maves | fast ln-gmnd l]wlmr cml o |IL(‘1JI|'IIL'"I

full-stack semiconductornati ily high. These
tiny chips are the foundation for eritical technologies like artificial inelli
genee (Al), g o and ble energy. But the geopoliti
calshocks of the Covid 1‘Jp.'lmli.micnl:dlhcukraln onflict exposed vul
nerabilities in the global semiconductor supply chain, domi afew

nathons like Taiwan, South Korea, China, and the US, The growing protee
tonlsm and weaponisation of chip trade by countries such as the US has
only helghtened this concern,

Inclia’s push for local manufacturing and design s thus both a strategle
and economic response to reduce reliance on such concentrated geogra
phies. The good news s that the meney has already been committed toa host
of projects and disbursements have begun. With all projects put together,
including the ones states have cleared, India will have the capacity to pro
duee 95 million chips per day, which Is a good start. With the global market
ll:uc]llng::wrsmtlhl lion by ZEJ)EJ Irhll.'\ I.xcxpecn.-dmaamml for8-10%
of th 4 9 s 14 111 lal

However, in terms of producing wafers in fabrication plants,alot of gro
und needs to be covered, Most countrles are working on building them do
mestically. Manyare offering mega subsidies to attract big fabrication play
ers Between the US,China, European Unlon, Japan, South Korea,and Tabwan,
these subsidies account forover § 388 billion. While India has only one mega
fabplant underconstruction, China has 44, Japan 12, Talwan 14, Europe 10,
and the US 15. There is no doubt that India is titled too much towards out
sourced semiconductor assembly and test (OSAT), and assembly, testing,
marking, and packaging (ATMP) plants, for which over seven projects have
been cleared. The other aspect requiring attention is that India faces a signi
fieant semiconductor skill shortage, with pmmll::na showlng a need for

N AN ECONOMY with infrastr-
ucture needs as vast and varled
as India’s, mobilising private
capital at scale |s key for inclusive
development. In this context,
contracts are not just legal instruments;
they are integral to the overall regula-
tory environment on which lang-term

e LAl
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© MOBILISING CAPITAL
AVIKSIT BHARAT INFRASTRUCTURE DEVELOPMENT ACT COULD CODIFY KEY PRINCIPLES ON CONTRACT, LAND USE

Ensuring infra momentum

AMIT KAPOOR
AMITABH KANT

Respectwvely char, Institite for Competitivaness,
and farmar G20 Sherpa & CEO, NITI Aayeg

st Wher Y0P
Into this regulatory ecosystem, the
resulting stress is not only legal but also
financlal, Institutional, and global. The
December 2024 judgmant in Meida Toll
Bridge Company Lid v Federation af
NEHDA KWAs has sparked renewed

market or demand significantly higher
return, The cost of capital will rise. The
pool of elsk-taking capital will shrink.
This affects not only the major natlonal
pmlcmﬂ but also munl.clp-\] and state

debate about the
frameworks gov %
pnrlnel&hlpnﬁ']'l'ﬂ.'l'llell]:plul‘fe:lml‘
this judgment will have a &l“nll‘lmnl

levelinfr tatruc

turing Is often more fraglle. Projects
such as the upcoming Jewar airport
where lang lrrm revenue projections

Impact across India's
Investment.at the centreof thissh II‘I ||H
the Idea that a private concesslonalre’s
right tocollect user charges may be cur-
takled once a "reasonable return” based
on historic interest rates is recovered,
While the judgment dealtwitha specific

and land-1 are central
to financial clrmln‘ could experlence
Investorcautbon If the legal

remain and to
one of the fastest growing major economies.

Investors, such a mechanism could en-
sure that large, long-term PPPeontracts
arevetted at the outset for legal and pub
lic policy alignment. Thiswould insulate
projects against litigation risk but may
requine careful balancing to avold pra-
ject delays. In practice, such conditional
wvetting woruld oparate less as a barrler

wice, offering

reassurance upfront while still allowling
| 4

and policymalers alike, th
underscores the need for predictable
jurisprudence, consistent regulatory
gubdance, and clear contractual frame
works that reduce amt and reas

if
arise later, Meanwhile, project develop
ers and lenders could bagin including
conditlonality clauses that require the

sure investors of long-term stability. It

also complicates the task for institutlons

likee the National Highways Authority of

India, Alrports Authority of India, or

urbandevelopment authaorities looking

toattract private capital for long-gesta
tlon projects. In the

A

contracting o obtaln judicial
confirmation that the concession is
aligned with public interest, If such
doubts persist.

Ultimately, moving towards greater
coherence may require deliberation at
the judicial level, The Unlon of India may
cnmldﬂmcklng a rwlrw of the 'v'.r.uu

treatment of user fees

remalng unsettled,
Addingtothe complex

Ity lsa lack of alignment in

case, It ralses a broader are
loaig-toem investments stil protected by
the predictability they were once
promised? The consequences are not
hypothetical, Over the next flve years,
India hopes to mobilise €3.5 lakh crore
through Infrastructure Investment
trusts, particularly in the road sector,
These are not minor financial instru-

Judicial an

The NTBCL ruling
may be a single
node in a complex

absence of a cl

T

nl-alrm legal h'mellur. ]:rl

o a |'IFJ(RI' bench for |:I1r|.ly. I'rndlug

ate
Incmanlnnly seck |||d Icla]
pre-clearance.

s

uncertainty
<1nd allow for informed alakehnlder

the treatment of PRP con systam, but it What, then, might a . None of are
tracts, Just weeks after the has lit up the farward Imklng:ra]:nnau quick flxes but they are necessary ll‘
NTECL ruling, in February, vulnerabilities Book like? O India ks Its

a different bench of the legislative., Adedlc“rdlaw destination for infrastructure :a]:lla]
Supreme Court delivered a that exist within under the banner of a | With rlsing interest in loglsties, urban
verdict in Racing Prons- as—— Vit Bharat mobility, el and digltal infra

tions Put. Lid v D Farish &
s, holding that PPP contractual

mants; they are | vehicles
for converting public infrastructure into
Irwestible assets, Theleviability depends
on long-term, enforceable revenue
steeams derived typleally from user
charges. If judicial Interpretation now
suggests that these streams can be trun-

fall outside the scope of

twire Development Act
could codify ey principles around con
tract enl‘nn:cmnnl land use, and rev

puh]l:lnlmwl [ {PIL) seruting.
This ud h h

enu Such astatute could

of economic policy toward public-pri-
vate collaboration and reaffirmed that
courts should not interfere with com-
marchal agreements under PIL, The jux-

cated based on a pective assess-
ment of "reasonable” returns, the trust
underwriting these Investments begins
to erode.

Conslder the real-world Impact.
calibrate their bids based on

potentially over 500,000 toone million p 2030.Whileth
untryaims to meet this demand (hmugl\ initiatives lke the Skill India Semi
conductor Programme, there s an urgent need for fasterupslilling through
partnerships between industry, academia, and government. India is a late
entrant to the semiconductor party,so the road ahead is certainly not easy.

How can an economy
this good feel this bad?

OM PAPER, THESE 1

The latest GDT

growthwas at 3,30 In the sec Business Is u|J.l'.I|nu|wm-
ploy I | lalie, Still, wncl hitall
lhes & nagging q Ifeh B k fieel 5o bad?

Flest,tl I '“"Inawr:wn Ji]'\d.ralncul]m]mlunmr
thelast 2020 I h 170,

Real median wages are up 5% sinoe 2022, after f1l||nglsrhm|: upwith inflation in
previous years. Unemployment has remained at about 4.5% since 2021 =and for
much of that thime, there was nwull«:r nhmlawz 1ud n]ﬂmr market that was very
dynamibe. Ol yeak,and there' (! han 140% from
the end of the wcmsslnn E‘Im1|15-'.Anwrlnucnna\uumﬂ went into this boom in good
shape, with by healthler tha they'd & d

N:dym "This boom has abways felt kind of terrible. For years, llmnlmslmcn lotof
chatter about how bad things were—remember the "vibecession” of 20227 This just

cash flow models that span decades, If

P of these twa rulings within
weeeks of each other has rcalnd asitua-

1 T dispute resalu
thon mﬁ:]mnlnm& define the mlaucllvu

structure, the country stands at a
maoment of immense opportunity. Yet
this moment demands that its institu
tional machinery, especially legal and
financlal, aperate in coordination and
wnrk In close ﬁynclunrﬁr ensuring p;r

robes of the Cen
predictable norms for risk-sharing llnl

stability, an

reduce for public

and private partners. This would not

diminish judicial serutiny, but it would
Adaacl in vl

tlon where fund t

around legalriskin I']'I'pmlc:la remain
unresolved. This divergence in interpre-
tathons, though reflective of the mﬂv

such scruting can operate. Another
option ls procedural innovation. The
Supreme Court cnuld conslder setting
“advance rul-

Inx]ml discourse, has

the tail-end of thos langer
legally secure, they will either exit the

for risk in

In“ process I‘m PRI eoncessions. Just as

PP financing. For lenders, d pers,

adva

T y for

<11I ata kelmldulﬁ The N]".'!U ruling may
bt

it haslit up the vu]nrrﬂ:llllIullmlexlﬁl
within, Whether India can close those
gaps through law, practice, and institu-
thonal design will determine whether its
Infrastructure ambitions remaln bank-
able, Investors are watching, and so are
the projects yet to be bullt.

Suries concludes

Signs of Himalayan thaw

N CHANDRA MOHAN

Tha writar i an economees and business
commantator based in Haw Dalks

The continuing border stand-off must end through
de-escalation and de-induction of troops for a sustainable
improvement in the Sino-Indian economic relationship

INDI&'I EFFORTS TO m]::lll ties with
in
1du.)dly]mrder:hahﬂwym:nagu —are

Tha US, China, Russia, and India con-
stitute *four moving parts of a quadrilat-
| Mideal ] y

partof| B
ange its great power relations. .Mllmugl\

mer d :' Pankaj Saran. Bllateral

interactions between each affect thel

Wang also met India's external affaies
minister and the PM. Modi noted the
progress on this front that after disen-
gagement,"an atmosphere of peace and
stability s now in place”,

strength,with Iurll:l in ndln‘ldv'lu:mmm
position tor

Loak no further than the hu“nu:llllm}'
parade in Beljing on Wednesday—to cele
brate the B0th annlversary of victory over

Inedla's forelgn policy has been | |
By 1]l)p:ndwll]| that. nl‘lhrwm cs]ae:l-a

lapan—that will the latest

plte welcome signs of
mant of troops on frictlon polnts i east-
em Ladakh, The process of de-escalation
and de-induction bs still some distance

mikght be the worst best boom ever, lythe inthe ather he added With

Certabn things have made this| i from all ath Firstwas the with m-\|urpuww&llknﬂunﬁlnln1 multi- allthese bilateral relationships in flux due

return of inflathon, After being durnnul I‘munr]y 40 years, Inl‘l-\llr.ln came roaring polarworld, This delicate | actbs he disrug he global order, India

back in 202 1.Inth few aneal noaw under must fashion Independent relationships

w:lgn:ul ~and Ve oW, mlwanun are notas |1l)dmsllmywu|\' I-u 2020, of a rules- |J1acd|-ulc|mllnna|mr|wlzy Us  with all the major powers, Not surpris-
bt it than President Donald Trump. The warld 1s ingly, when Indian Prinme

away. India has to remain on high alert as
China has rapldly bullt up infrastructure
along the entire lne of act-

T and strategic missiles, tanks,
and uncrewed weapons, Indla must stea-
lily bl wp its econamy through rapkd
growth to narrow this differentlal,
Howthen can ties bcunnmlw]mnth

in
hbour? Indla has notsucceeded in Impr.\u

and the price Imlnawhlgher [nﬂnllﬂn also Inlmdumﬁ::mm uncertainty.At first, I‘m“meullug nlnng wnu]:nllllml lines, Minlster Ira Modi ual control; as a result, its Ingnwm Kmmmlcwsunn lhcdrmm:
peaphe expec llywhat hap- blocs.At | “hinese Prest-  Ag India is no mare a  troops can pull back 100- for unuulul.l i
pens=elther: flumlilm?cdul:llltmuwInclmslm;l:llusnrl’rm!: inflation itself caus- a 1 hingt dhent X1 Jinping in Tianjin he 150 km and then return
g swing state, it must
Ingg harm, But 1mundermwzm&lmu, Nrw]lc]hl hopes noted that both countrles swiftly in two-three hours, inIndia, I!IlKIIecmmI:n
But w]nlaboul that uu:ulal-uly" 1t's not only bee- toreset it rel gicautonomy  Salvage its strategic  which cannot be done by and Halermadelnvestmentsof $230 mil-
ause of Inflatlon. Some of it stems from big structural 'I'nlmaurr,]ndlalmnlImllcdnuupollll- and their relations should partnership with ounrforces, I|1r|mr:|un|l||w lionand 1 lilmllllnnInhnmrywdnctar
changes bn llwewm::y—nnd nllelnnbclnxequnl un- 1o his regard, The rapprock ot | ugh athird- the US while alse  tlon lsan lmp h, Ins-
certain mantwith China s constralned by serbous country kens, normallsing tis difference between lndia titute's China global investment tracker,
a new foree in the e:umuy.ln:mulng the value of the concerns about the security of its north- ‘What then are the pros- ormalising ties and thm While New Delhi Wlllnlmdu dwﬁ:llnfS‘J‘} 2 billion, India's
&luck market IJul changing the nature of work and emn flank,with 50,000 well-armed troops pects of theebephant danc- with China Judit Imrdum and n
jabxs, The 1 Ul‘lar amassed on both sides of the border. The ing with the dragon? At akintoa third world ¢ exports
iffs and the | of the gh B us In urrllng]:mmlmm: India to stop I'l1n;|ln lhcm was maore lhrywemhcl'nm 2020 asa :1wu:1mr|n|nwhllu Im]'xnllngnmnuﬁc
could Inc Jaerth bl antag- Modiand Xias Baekjing B |

Thenther

people
I'erlgur:d about thelr own economie situation, but view
the overall econormy as terrible. There ks also a political
layer, with more Americans viewing the economy

ALLISON
SCHRAGER

nnlnlng Its thme-tested bl rela-
thons with Mascow. But what happens to
these historical ties if there is a deal with
it bl 1othe
International mainstream? A grand bar-
gakn between Washingtonand Beljingalse
cannot be rubed outAs India is no more a
swing state, It mu.sl salvage its strategle

wilth the U'S while also nor-

peace quillity has
returned Thishad alottodo

nainland. L|||-l!1 has

p fo
feels lilll-s dl-spu.lc ahuuld not define the

with the processes set in motion when
they met ata BRICS summit in Kazan last
October. They tasked their speclal repre-
sentatives to oversee border manage-
ment.Asa result, India’s National Security

of rare earths, fortil and
hasalsowith

there are

llnnn tothe I‘m\qﬂllhordurnllunll.cm Cwer
be

dirawn its technicians involved in iFhone
bl

I the country, Negotiating a

Advisor Ajit Doval and his Chi
terpart Wang ¥l held two rounds of dis-
cussions during the last nine months,

THE EDITOR

Dragon-elephant tango

The two-day Shanghai Cooperation
Crganisation [SCO) summit in Tianjin,

Wacmbarg through a partisan lens. I their prefecred party s not in
pewer, they tend to b th
Finally, there are some | b | :1ule|:|yml.
there sal 1 ifyou bk L I
{and, ]mI“hl achd, thay' |\'nm:umllmduwn] I|1r|\'1w&|gnanl’:lalnglnﬂallnnam-\ mallﬁl::“lln with China.
col tos, aren't find-
Im;lr'h' mum-\r\'hirlm{,]"‘ I "‘nrdal:l]lly hh'lm)(, i I |
Jyn thisboor e market is start-
Ilmwlmkl‘mlhy and there are delJIwImmhIIIllﬂﬁ Inw‘lng In the ﬂ::w:lal mxlm
alltl y ot during the p
:mdmwn:llnglngnlnckh:ludul:t ]Jwﬁu]lnamllnl-u“
0, heobyious,itksim-
:‘ﬂ-ﬂ liletol hat the Iels. Cmeth [ hat booms
don'tdieofold age—it} Ilval iclde, inthe formafal I often

In debt nmrhrls. Thecurtent Flnlml’lhc eeonany can 't predict II‘ ashock is coming,
Toutkt’s 1thecurrent USecon-
| booming, ks han it did a few quarters ago.
'[I\In has been a |e“II Imataly slrangc Inm:: 1t falt badl inkthally because Inflatlon

imie agpe,and it Indicators

China, concluded with a ghmpse into
a more multilateral world where
sovereign nations can come together
as equals, breaking away from the
‘West-led, Eurocentric model that has
ile since the end of World War

-But none of hieUS s heading for
adepression. It may be that the US economy is malm:ln;; around a new normal, with
higherinflation and interest rates, and that just feels welrd,

Il The West may regard the SCC as a
distant regicnal security organisation
without great influence, but
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‘Washington's disorder and the chaos
inglobal trade spread by President
Donald Trumgp's tariff tantrums led to
the SCO summit facilitating a major
geopolitical shift. However, aur
autreach to Beijiing should be tactical
and informed by the differences and
convergences with China, There could
bbe conflict of interast invelving the
two poweers in many areas and in
China's friendship with Pakistan. India
should therefore tread with caution.
—Gregory Fernandes, Mumbai

rrowing th therthan
between Indla and China. Although [ndh a one-sided one—is highly challenging
I thewoarld's fifth China pltesignsof a | thaw,

s kst thres Larger as thesecond largestec-

anony. This ls reflected in relative military Vigws are personal
Flight of FPIs amid higher bond yields for investors
uncertainties coupled with strengthening of the

Apropos of “The FP flight" (FE,
September 2], foreign portfolio
investors (FPis) are selling Indian
equities and mowving to markets like
China, Vietnarm, and Ind, . This is

dollar. Adding fuel ta the fire, the US
tariff on indian exports has reduced
aptimism of FPIs in indian equities,
Theugh India is seeing resibent
eConamic glowlh with sectoral

spacifically due to the high preing of
ecuities with heavy premium and

slow corporate earnings growth. The
ancillary reasons are interest rate hike
by the US Federal Reserve, leading to

ies to invest in and strang
economic fundamerntals, the lue for
migrating FPs appears uncertain,
~NR Magarajan, Sivakasi
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Give voters of Bihar a fair
chance to get back on rolls

hie vaters who have been unlawfully laft out of the Bihar poll rolls

have bisen given another opportunity to get back their right to vote

in time. After much toing and froing, the Election Commission,

whose credibility was fast eroding in the wake of the disclosure
that around 65 lakh voters had been left out, appears to have redesmed
itself somewhat in offering to keep admitting eligible voters if they apply,
with acceptable documents, before the last date of nominations to the
Assembly elections.

September 1 deadline has gone the way of many such closing dates
that have been announced in various segments in the typical Indian fash-
ion of more time being given for some exercise to be :uml;lelod in the pub-
lic sphere. But the voters of Bihar left out unfaicly can feel relieved as they
stand a chance of being able to exercise their franchise, which is their fun-
damental right provided, of course, that they conform to regulations,

Given the quantum of mission of veters for various reasons, principally
because they may not have been in residence at the time of the Special
Intensive Revision exercise in largely rural Bihar, the EC will still have to
do o rushed job to complete the rells which, by no stretch of imagination,
can be even close to 1 per cent clean. However, the SIR exercise appears
to have been flawed, intentionally or otherwise, considering that only
3,000 clabms had come in before the September 1deadline for re-inclusion
in the rolls of 65 lnkh voters omitted.

Having dragged its foet over the issue despite veluble objections and dis-
plaved a pedantic face amid vilification by political parties about an exer-
clse carried out so close to the polls, has now to play catch up to
ensure that the poll rolls are revised in the light of claims that may be
made between now and the last date of nominations. The EC may never
recover all its eredibility of conducting the world's largest polls fairly, but
the least it can do is to take corrective measures to redress genuine griey-
ances even in this late hour,

question of the Aadhaar card being a valid standalone document for
re-inclusion in the rolls is still imprecise. The larger question of whether
the Aadhaar card is standalone proof of citizenship for & voter to be inelud-
el in the Bihar viter lst prepared after SIR has been answered in the neg-
ative by the Supreme Court. This means that many of the 65 Iakh voters
may not have ready redress,

time may have come for issues such as 1hn Aadhaar cand not being
standalone proof of ef I 1 for its legality once again
by the hn:lwnl court &0 that future polls can be conducted in a fairer way
with Indian citizens alone eligible to vote. However, the porous Aadhaar
card system that sports more holes than Swiss cheese would have to under-
g0 an even greater special intensive revision than the Bihar poll volls if
lhuv are to be eredible as proof of identity itself, leave alone citizenship.

|ﬁneﬂlln\n is whether the EC will have learnt its lesson from the Bihar
poll s contretemps which did, however, raise a doubt over where a per-
son can expect to vote the plage of origin where he/she may have
entered the electoral rolls or place of nermal residence that could be any-
where else. But, of those things later, as the conduct of Bihar polls is now
in prime focus.

Get ready for heavier monsoons

he India Meteorological Department's forecast for September sug.

| ests that most regions of the country — barring some areas that

epend on the northeast monsoon and pockets of northwestern and
northeastern India — will receive normal to above-normal rainfall,

er the past three months, the southwest monsoon has already trig

gered several disasters caused by clondbursts and flooding in many parts

of the country. Heavy rainfall may continue to trigger landslides and flash

floods in Uttarakhand during September.

India received 74:1.1 mim of rainfall between June 1 and August 31, which
i about six per cent above the long-period average of 700.7 mm. For
September. the IMD forecasts nine per cent more rainfall than the lomg
period average of 167.9 mm.

Historical data suggest a slight upward trend in September precipitation
aince 1060, except in the years 1086, 1801, 2001, 2004, 2000, 1015, and 2018,
This is consistent with the serbes of extreme weather events the world has
been witnessing due to climate change — a trend India alone cannot
Teverse.

Nevertheless. India cannot remain passive as flash floods and cloud-
bursts continue to claim hundreds of lves. The solution, therefore, lies in
adaptation. People cannot expect to lve thelr lives exactly as their ances-
tors did, The government should appoint a team of experts to suggest mea-
sures that will make the country mensoon-ready.

Since the Himalayan states have been bearing the brunt of cloudbursts,
the ﬁo\nmm’mt should regulate human activity on hilltops a revent
blockages to the natural flow of water to reduce flash Aoods. In cities, par-
ticularly those in plateau reglons that were d
planning, authorities should consider build
water harvesting tanks to mitigate urban

Nature has always been more powerful than humans, who have historl-
eally survived by humbly adapting to it. It is time for another reset in
human behaviour.

wveloped without scientific
insitu underground rain-
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Education Cammission af India
arks A pivatal juncture in ndia's higher
educathon reforms, pramising to streamline

ncing fragmented over-

sdght w‘lL'h.asd Im'mg':ﬂf:ymmwm'..ﬁamwb
:ﬁlu beume the University Grants
Qmunlaalm the Alllndia Council for Technical
Education, and the Natbonal Council for Teacher
Education fed framewark aligmed
with the National Education Policy (NEF) 200, Its

Trum;

p effect: Will Modi's

Xi-Putin outreach work?

Singh

India joins the
condemnation of
attacks by Israel
and the US on Iran,
which it avoided in
the past. On the
issue

he twoday Tian-

jin summit of

the  Shanghai
Cooperation
Organisation

was held on August 1 and
September 1. Prime Min-
ister Marendra Modi visit-
od China for the first time
in seven years. It Followed
strained  India-US rela-
tions, due to America's
nitive tariffs on [ndia

ying Russian ofl.

The organisation was
founded in 2001, India got
observer status in 2005
and full membership in
207, Intevestingly, Palis-
tan was inducted along-
slde Indis, reflecting Chin-
ese and Hussian prepon-
derance. Iean and Belarus
Joined in 2023 and 2024
respectively, as the hostili-
ties ray in Gaza and
Ukraine. While Iran was
th.on IM rincipal sup-

mas in Gaza
rmﬂ Huxbnllah in Leba-
non, Belarus sits on the
northemn  frontler  of
Ukraine and is a close
Russian ally.,

The SCO membership
enabled India to reglster
it= views and safeguard its
interests in an Anlsa-
thon bridging South and
Central Asin. Mr Modi's
presence at Thanjin has
maultiple dimensions.
ecially his meeting wil
Chinese President Xi Jin-

ing. Five years after the

talwan Sino-Indian mili-
tary encounter, at the Line
of Actual Comtrol, which
triggered a wider con-
fromtation, the relation-
ship has been graduslly
normalising. It began with
the Modi-Xi meating in
Oetober W24 in Russia, on
the Brics summit's side-
limes, Since January A
President Donald Tramp's
tarlfT onslaught is com-
pelling a strategic recali-
bration glohally. For India

Chin, s principal US
targets, the need is imme-
diate. Ironically. since
2, the containment of
China and counter-terror-
fsm motivated the US-

engagement. Now
countering the United

natllull.anal

versities and colleges
ma ocisation

States 15 inspiring the
fresh outreach to China.
China will treat it as a tac-
tieal readjustment and not
a permanent flip. The
Moddi-Ri meeting, short of
a full summit as it ksted
under an hour, was held
against this hackground.

Chinese forelm minister
Wang Yi's India trip on
August 1819 basically pre-
pared the way for it
although he came for the
24th round of the special
vepresentatives’ dialogue
on the border issue. He
met India's external affa-
s minister 8. Jai-
shankar. India so far
sought complete de-escala-
thom at the border g & pre-
condition o novmaley in
bilateral relations. Fol-
lowing  Trump's tariff
omalatght, it has modified
that stand and accepted
the Chinese angument to
not let hilateral disputes
affect bilateral relations
nvalving trade, invest-
ment, people to people
contacts. ete.

However, Prime Min-
Ister Modi relterated the
Indian stand that "pesce
and tranguility in border
areas 18 Mﬂpﬂl’lﬂ!\l for con-

tinued devel enit

bilateral thes". The border
dispute, he suggested, can
be resolved ul:‘(r' by a fair,
ressonable and mutually

acoeptable solution, Presi-
dent Xi, in tum, proposs
that the two nations adopt
a strategic and longterm
perspective. He also re-
mml the well-lkknown Chi-
md on enhanced
multllamrnlla.m a imilti-
polar world and greater
demaocracy i internation-
al deciston-making. Dee-
ning mutual trust, he
ialt. could make India and
China “partners, rather
than rivals". Besides ex-
panding cooperation, he
proposed making the five
prmclpl.('ﬂ of  “TPanch-
central again, He
rhetorically framed it as
the twe Aslan plants, as
the Dmagon and the Ele-
gllfnnl. dancing together.
his could ensure peace
and stability in Asia and

ing the pawer to penalise ddnull:lnq institutions with

fines ar even closure. This expansion of powers sig-

Mlaa rture froam earlier regula I.Imimlmu.
d?: commission unp mcede:l?d

Ime aml mmmlahﬂlly 'I'h!

es HECI conducting annual

evaluations of all Ilmtlnltlnm. a task critics wam
may be impractical given the sheer number of uni

wo. it goes along
with a
announcement of

support.

the world. Both leaders
emphasised strateghc wo-

tomomy, without  thind
country interference, to
make the 21t century the

“hslan century”.

The meeting appears
successful as both 3
stuck to broad principles,

sing  constructive
engagement and peacefial
dispute resalution.
Trump's & . howey-
or, lingered over the sum-
mit and bilateral meet-
imgs. While India is noi-
malising relations with
Ching without settling the
border issue, China also
realises that in the current
uncertain environment,
India {8 a useful partner.
But neither country s yet
likely to abandon basic
strateghes. Ching wants to
be a dominant global
power rivalling the DS, In
Asla it wants no equal,
least of all India, & poten:
tial longterm rival. For
instance. China, despite
seeking strengthened mul-
tilateralism, would not
support a's  perma-
|1nr1'lnmuml|o shi PI(‘In a
veformed  UN curity
Council.  Similarly, it
would also be unwilling to
constrict its South Asian
intrusion and strategic
relatioms with nelghbours
like Pakistan, Bangladesh,
Mepal, Myanmar, ete,
Likewise, India is unlikely
to abandon its outreach to
the Westarn countries,
espacially the U8, includ-
ing the Quad. The two
countries ave for now
Imsulating themselves ag-

ainst disruption already
caused hr‘ rumpian rule
or likely during his

remaining term Gl 2026,
In the bestcase scenario,
the blicans may lose
control over at least one
House of the U8 Congress
in the Nevember 206 mid-
terim elections,

The Tianjin Declaration
dafines the new play. Indla
joins the condemnation of

tarial roles. The minkstry of education retains criti-
cal gramt powers and all major decisions — including
authorising or cosing Innﬂrm:inm are ultimatel

incentives for stafl. But there is worry that these

attacks by Israel and the
U8 om Iran. which it avoid-
ed in the past. On the
Palestindan issue too, it
goes alang with a stronger
announcement of suppart.
In refurn, it gets a con
demnation of the terror
attack at Pahalgam. Pak-
lstan oo extracted con-
demnation of a tervorist
attack on the Jaffer Ex;
ress in Balochistan, China
alse proposed a Develop-
ment Bank for SCO, like
the ane Brics has. This is
China trying to constrain
U8 and Western exploita:
thom of their handle on
multilateral institutions
like the IMF and World
Bank.

The American reaction
ls  awalted. President
Trump may vealise that he
has pushed India beyand
the Hmits of friendly per-
suasian. The fortheoming
India-hiosted GQuad sum-
it will shiow whether the
L8 still supparts its Indo-
Pacifle steategy to contain
China. If so, It must start
rolling back the tariffs on
India and finalise a trade
eal, after mutual compro-
mise — such as on protec
‘thow for India's agriculture
and dairy sectors. On the
other hand, he may well
b provaked by India's de-
flance, reflected in India
signing the Tianjin Decla:
ration. It may then target
ather sectors like services
or products like iPhones

rmaceuticals.

he Sinc-Indlan engage-
ment also faces practical
challenges. The trade gap,
the widest with any coun-
try, ks over 100 billlon. In-
dianexports have lingered
between $11.9 billion in
201415, to a high of under
320 billion and then $14.2
billion in 2024-25. Imports
have gome up in the same
vhod from $60.4 billion to

11,457 billion. This can
ha { be  ameliorated
quickly, especially as
India lacks the production
caparity to replace chea
Chinese imparts, especial-
1y raw materials or manu-
factured components.

Lacking any tangible
leverage with regard to
China or the US, India is
hoping that its gambbe
works. The coming
months will reveal its suc-
cess or failure.

The writer is a former
secretary i the exiernal
affairs miiistry. He foeets
af iwamikcsigh.

India. The model of
for both new and existing

may fuel ritual ng and ad-
mhivhljell.ve burcen, with the risk that EnvErmance

myenits and universities rises pros
Importantly, HECI's framewnrk
safeguards — the inclusion of marginalised grouy

LETTERS

PUT OFF BIHAR POLLS

The complaints and griev-
ances and insinuations against
the Election Commission are
increasing day by day with
even the Supreme Court tacit-
ly supparting the opposition
parties. The Supreme Court
has failed to counter question
how the opposition parties
could win elections and form
Governments in TN, Kerala,
Karnataka, Telangana and
Punjab. The SC seems to
believe every allegation of
INDI alliance to be true, The
exclusion of 65 lakh voters
based on Aadhar cards in
Bihar SIR before the elections
is Herculean. But is there any
guarantee that all Aadhar
cards are genuine? The better
course for the ECI would be to
postpone the elections in
Bihar until it gets no objection
certificates from the Suprema
Court

Marudamalaiyan

Coimbatore

CONG MUST CORRECT
PAST SINS

The Congress leader Rahul Gandhi has
done well in Bihar in his ‘adhikar vote
chorl. But his mission has nod been
able to convert into a revolution in
which a huge number of leaders of all
regional parties participate. This is
because of the past sing of Congress
leaders by which the leadlers of region-
al parthes were ignored Rahnl.an ath-
ers in Congress must com t from
tllmonlmhlaudln\ln}'ﬂmtlm INI:IIA
bloe is strengthened to block the ambd-
thon af BJIP to win ulmlom by illegal

pmcnqnn(r-wnl.lnﬁ! s KAPHA\'A\I
Tirupur

NEW AFGHAN CRISIS

THE POWERFUL earthquake that
struck Afghanistan poses a big logisti-
cal challenge to the Taliban govern-
ment, which has isolated itself from
muich of the world. The current disas-
ter has only compounsded the miseries
for Afghanistan. which has already
E‘Iiumhnd. new depths, Much of the
‘eatern world, including the US, has
severed ties with the Taliban regime
and halted financial assistance, so the
country remains ;i{ippucl by humani-
tarian crists. plus it 18 one of the poor-
est nations i the world now. The cur-
rent disaster will further stretch the
resoairces of this war-dom nation.
- Sivakumar
Cherinal

Mail your letters to
chennaideskivdeceanmatl com

fr comflicts.
allent an equity

subject to government aj i tandens wi affirmative action and reservations sit autside
these pawers, HDCI wIJI net ellgl'hlllty eriteria !'n( bill's primary focus The commission is expected to
university beaders and introduce rmance-hased  accelerate the angoing trend toward privatisation

aned centralisation. This es may inadvertently
muake hlgher educ,atlm pg:e

accessible and mote
for rural and

will pre over

duents.

Will HECI reform
higher education
in India, or simply &
rejig status quo?

ﬂnlsd l'ncns aims o ensure academibc quality, et
atandards for teaching an mﬂ\ strean-
Ilnp acereditation and foster institutions that mweet
glohal standards, While the government's rhetoric of
leds povernment. more governance' resonates
widely, this mitlative must be evaluated against
structural challensges that have beset the sector fm'
decares. The historical reality of duplicated
—lJGCfm'mn-mchnknlinmmﬂnm MCTEfm'

technical eolleges and MCTE for teacher educatbon —
has led to Wh])p functions, dupdicative stan-
dards and bureaucratic inertia. The povernment's

consolidation seeks to Eal:hllahdh‘l:lnnverllulafnr
regulation, accreditation, funding and academic
nm‘hnb with the hope that ating these will
uce conflicts of interest, simplidy compliance, and
hcentl\'lse Imnovathon and efficiency.
A significant change with HECI is its much wider
enforcenyent authority compared to the DGC, inchud-

inatitutions rekindbes anxieties about bureaucratic
hottlenecks, especially as the to withdraw

authorization and closs institutions looms La

111nugh the intent is to foster excellenoe, !peﬂ-
dent review mechanisms and checks and balances
remain ldefined, ralsing transpavency and due
process concerns. These inchude risks for margin-
alised, rural. minority and resource-poor instito-
tions, where regulatory compliance could inadwver-

tently become a harr]!r o survival Thus, the so-

('II.]EII “light but tight" mgul.alnty appraach
promised 18 quite anibiguous in pract

‘The structure of HEC, too, hu raned walidl con-
cerns Its compasition is heavily weighted toward
Undon government with anly o minority of
academics and Industry representatives inclu
‘While the discourse promises greater institutional
autanany, the reality is a commission dominated by
government appointees in key positions and secre-

Moreover, the Centrally-constructed HECT
strueture. Hi

digm rajses E::JB wlhg:m{lm ]

thrived on cooperative participation, with states
shaping curricular priorities and governance mocels
m reflect reglonal needs. HECI's uwenﬁnlrg mandate

extends control over both Central Imstitu-
tions, potentially curtailing local innowation, contex-
tual priovithes and linguisticcultural diversity.
Critics argue that this centralisation not oaly threat-
ema the organic evolutian of reglonal higher edica-

Kﬂlﬂeﬂ] appointess presiding over
wu]rl further diminish academic self;

1l fnereass federal controd, lmplleeng rl.aklhul
pnllllul Interference will comprom|
Anather aves of conoern raised by critics I:ul nhsent

i the curvent frameswark is the potential de-empha-
s on the Humanities and Soclal Sclerv:ea ]n lh!

push for standardised outcomes and ];g.l

tion Jandscapes but also risks reducing states to  clency, there's a real danger of dimind nglhecl'h:l—
ripheral actors: a national te devisad in  cal thinking spaces that these disciplines foster,
W De]hl. could be imposed unil j across - theeatendng the intellectual vibrancy that is central

verse institutions, stifl ing the “multipl toa healthy

pa.mwm‘s"menthl far meeting deaunI.quedm]-

lenges of inequality, access and relevance. In acdi- The awiter is retired arad farmer dean of

tion, the boss of influence over standards, appoint- the School af Arts and Himarnities at Christ

myents Al progranmse direction for state govern- University in Bengalurn



