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In per cent. Gross GST

16 4 collections rose to over

b4 12.01 lakh crore in May,
as per government data released on
Sunday. This comes after a record-high
Goods and Services Tax (GST) collection in
April, when revenues reached an all-time
high of 22.37 lakh crore. v

Channel on Saturday

More than a 1,000
migrants arrived in
, the UK. after

crossing the Channel in small boats,
1o the British while  to

compared to last vear
4 In per cent. India's power
consumption dipped over 4% to

compared 1o a year-ago period, mainly due

148.71 billion units {BU) in May,

French coastal authorities rescued 200
more, It Is the highest number of migrants
making the crossing in a day this year. w»

monsoon. Power consumption was
recorded at 155.15 BU in May 2024,
according to official data. »n

rains and early arrival of

during FY25

The Reserve Bank of
India took enforcement

entities (REs) and Imposed 353 penalties
aggregating to 254,78 crore in the fiscal
year ending March 31, 2025, for
contraventions/non-compliance of
provisions of statutes. en

action against regulated

during celebrations

Two people were
reported dead and 192
Injured during the

Champlons League final celebrations in
France. The Interlor ministry's assessment
as of Sunday was that 559 people had
been arrested, Including 491 in Parls, wr
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Is India the world’s fourth largest economy?

Follow us € facebook.com/thehindu () twitter.com/the hindu () instagram.com/the_hindu

The GDP of a country tells us very little about how its people live and work, how healthy or educated its people are, and how unequally its aggregate income is
distributed. A much better way of comparing countries might be a set of indicators that help us meaningfully measure economic performance and social progress

ECONOMIC NOTES

R Bamakumar

ver the past week, much

media space was devoted to

discussions around the size of

India’s economy relative to
other economies of the world, These
discussions were based on the new
estimates of the Gross Domestic Product
(GDP) of various countries for 2024 by the
International Monetary Fund (IMF), and
its annual projections from 2025 till 2030,
As per these projections, India's GDP in
2025 was likely to be $4,187.03 billion,
which will be marginally higher than the
GDP of Japan at $4,186.43 billion. Thus, in
all probability, India will be the fourth
largest economy of the world in 2025 after
the U.S., China and Germany.

These discussions have stirred the
political pot as well. Government sources
attributed the improved rank to the
leadership capabilities of the Prime
Minister. It was also argued that India
could grow to be the third largest
economy of the world in 2028, and a
highincome, developed country (viksit
bharat) by 2047,

The many GDPs
The GDP of a country tells us very little
about how its people live and work, how
healthy or educated its people are, and
how unequally its aggregate income is
distributed. GDP estimates also miss out
on measuring several cruckal aspects of
ecanomic activity that are not covered by
markets, such as the unpaid work of
women. Hence, there have been repeated
calls to revise national account systems,
end the predominant use of GDP to assess
everything, and use other indicators that
allow us to study socio-economic
achievements better. Yet, the dominant
use of GDP has continued in global and
domestic discourse,

In recent years, the politicisation of
lmhllul systems has clouded any

Measuring the economy
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Table 1: Ranks of the top 10 economies in nominal GDP
at market exchange rates, 1990 to 2030, in U.S. dollars

have spent decades trying to perfect a robust

there is no single GOP estimate for countries but several, based on different methodologies and units

Table 2: Ranks of the top 10 economies in nominal GDP
at PPP exchange rates, 1990 to 2030

forward, the IMF projects that Incia will
be the fourth largest economy in 2025
and the third largest economy in 2028,
The U.S. is ranked first, and China is
ranked second,

But is this the only method to compare
GDP sizes? It is globally accepted that
conversions based on market exch

depressing their GDP estimates. This is
why a second method is used to convert
national currencies into dollars — ‘PPP
exchange rates’, where PPP stands for
Purchasing Power Parity, Here, the
exchange rates used equate the cost of a
“typical” basket of goods across
When

dto

rates are robust only when the outcomes
are closely linked to the prevailing
exchange rates. Transactions in the
“current account” of an economy are a
case in point, which involves the flow of

of India's i

financial across countries. For

status. The discussions around India’s
rank in GDP size are just an example,

example, how much did each country
export in value terms? How much

international dollars based on PPP
exchange rates, the estimates of GDP for
developing countries, where are
relatively low, would rise. In 2024, the
GDP of the U.S. was 7.5 times higher than
India’s GDP if the market exchange rates
method was used. But it was only 1.8
times higher than India’s GDP if the PPP
4 rates method was used.

Comparison of GDP skzes across i
Is & complex effort. International
organisations and economists have spent
dtcadu trying to perfect a robust
dology tor these 1

Consequently, there is no single GDP
estimate for countries, There are several
GDP estimates based on different
m«hndull jes and units,

methodology of mlmnnnu (‘m' ln
dmemm fos is largel

did i
from each country send back home?

The PPP comparison
When we try to compare GDP skzes across
countries and time, market exchange
rates deliver poorly. This is primarily
because first, market exchange rates are
highly volatile, which creates problems
for stable temporal comparisons (see the
in Figure 1), dly, market

1 PPPbased GDP are used to
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In other words, the poorer and the
more underdeveloped a country is, the
larger will be its “inflation” of GDP via the
PPP route. Con: nitly, the fact that
India was the world's third kargest
economy from 2009 itself must not
delude anyone into believing that its GDP
ditferentials with, say, the US. are rapidly
narrowing, or that its GDP size is larger
than that of Japan or Germany. An
excellent example of such a
misconception is the claim by Suman
Berry, the Vice-Chairperson of the Niti
Auyog, that India’s GDP has als
reached $15,000 billion (or $15 trillion) in
PPP terms, which is more than thrice its
GDP size at market exchange rates and
half the size of the U.S. GDP.

compare GDP sizes, an interesting finding
emerges (see Table 2). India had already
become the work!’s third largest economy
in 2009 and has retained that rank for the
past 16 years (see Figure 1). Also, IMF's
PPP-based projections do not show any
improvement in India's rank between
2024 and 2030, It turns out that the

even as there are vaﬂmlom in the qu:llty
of data collection. But these

exchange rates do not work well when

available only in the national mmndci
of each country, So, how does one
compare the GDP size of India and, say,
the U.S.? To compare, one needs the GDP
estimates of all countries to be in one
common unit. This common unit is the
U.S. dollar,

On determining the GDP

But problems remain, There are two ways
of converting a GDP estimate in a national
currency to a GDP estimate in U.S, dollars,
First, one may use market exchange rates
from the foreign exchange markets. At the
time of writing this article, one dollar was
valued at 85,69, One may simply divide
India's nominal GDP by T85.69 to get a
GDP estimate in U.S, dollars, and then
repeat that for all other countries and
rank them,

According to the GDP estimates based
on market exchange rates, India was
ranked the fifth largest economy from
2021 (Tuble 1 and Figure 1). Taken
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g powers” of people are
dmﬂﬂll between countries. For example,
the price of a beer in New York may be §5
but only about 2150 in Mumbai (or $1.80).
The price of a Big Mac meal in
McDonald’s may be $12 in New York but
only about 385 (or $4.50) in Mumbal,
Thirdly, the prices of non-traded goods
tend to be far cheaper than traded goods
in developing countries than in developed
countries, For example, the momhly rent
for a one-bedroom apartment mar
about $4,000 in New York but only about
70,000 (or $824) in Mumbai, The price
of a haireut in New York may be $30, but
only about T200 (or $2.40) in Mumbai.
differences across countries
arlse primarily because wages (and hence
prices) are lower, and many non maded
sectors are labour in

has chosen to project and
celebrate India's rank in GDP size based
on market exchange rates - and not PPP
exchange rates — only because the
outcome sults its favoured political
narrative,

Improving the comparisons
There is no doubt that the PPP method
allows for a better comparison of GDP
sizes than the market exchange rates
method. However, the PPP method needs
to be employed carefully so as to avoid
misleading inferences, PPPy are used
because d
have lower wages, and hence lower prices
and incomes, than in the developed
countries, To cite an instance, about 76%
of India's casual workers in agriculture
and about 70% of India’s casual workers
in construction do not obtain even the

W
countries than In the developed
countries, If analysts ignore these
differences, they will be underestimating
the purchasing power of people in
developing countries, and, hence,

o

bed wages (as per 1LO's
India Employment Report 2024). In
addition, countries like India have a large
informal sector, which is marked by
severe underemployment, and large
numbers of unpaid female workers,

Inclia has a large GDP size, but it is also
host to the workd's largest population,
One can boast about its GDP size only
until someone sits down and divides the
GDP by the population. The per capita
GDP in India was $2,711 in 2024 in current
dollar terms, which placed it at the lower
end of the list of “lower middle-income
countries”, In the same year, the per
capita GDP in Sri Lanka was $4,325, and
in Bhutan was $3,913, In 1991, India had a
higher per capita GDP at $304 than in
Vietnam at $141. But by 2024, Vietnam's
per capita GDP had grown to $4,536 while
India’s per capita GDP languished at
$2,711. In terms of market exchange rates,
India’s rank in per capita GDP in 2024 was
Hath among 196 countries. Even in terms
of PPP international dollars, India's rank
in per capita GDP in 2024 was 127th
among 196 countries. Either wiry, we are
faced with a “big economy illusion”:
India’s large GDP size has very little to do
with the well-being of its people.

A much better way of knowing if India
is more developed or less developed than
the U.S., China, Japan or Germany might
be to compare a set of indicators across
them that help us meaningfully measure
economic performance and social
progress - indicators that signify
fundamental elements of life and work
that citizens care about,

R. Ramakumar teaches at the Tata
Institute of Social Sciences, Mumbxai.
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When we try to compare GDP
slzes across countries and
trme, market exchange rates
deliver poorly, This is primarily
because first, market exchange
rates are highty volatile, which
creates problems for stable
temporal compansons.
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There s no doubt that the PPP
methad allows for a better
comparison of GOP sizes than
the market exchange rates
method. However, the PPP
method needs to be employed
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misleading inferences.
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Indla has a large GDP size, but
It is also host to the world's
largest population. One can
boast about its GOP size only
until someone sits down and
divides the GDP by the
population,
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How the technology industry is trying
to meet its climate goals

Electronics heat up very quickly. If the chips get too hot, they may malfunction or altogether fail. Cooling keeps them running smoothly and ensures

a longer lifespan. However, in data centres, cooling consumes nearly as much power as computing

team of researchers from

Microsoft and WSP Global has

published a groundbreaking

stucly in Nature demonstrating
that advanced cooling methods like cold
plates and immersion cooling can cut
data centre emissions by 1521%, energy
use by 15:20%, and water consumption by
31-52% compared to traditional air
cooling,

The life cycle assessment, led by
Husam Alissa of Microsoft, Mukunth
Natarajan, and Praneet Arshi of WSP,
among others, also provided actionable
insights to help the Information and
Communications Technology (1ICT)
industry meet its climate goals, “Our (life
cycle assessment| has shown that
reducing data centre energy use through
advanced liquid-cooling technologies will
lead to marked reductions in data centre
environmental impacts,” the authors
wrote in their paper.

Electronics versus rising
temperatures

Electronics heat up like crowded

kitchens: billions of microscopic switches
(transistors) are like cooks working
nonstop, bumping into each other while
flipping electrical dosas (data), The tighter
they are packed - that is smaller the chips
are - or the more tasks they handle, the
more they collide and create heat, just
like a packed kitchen gets hotter, needing
fans and ACs to cool down, A laptop is like
a kitchen with one burner: a simple fan
sutfices, A data centre is like a thousand
laptops working at full speed in a single
room, generating heat like a massive
bonfire compared to a single candle,

Without cooling, the intense heat will
melt the hardware in minutes.

Heat slows down electrons, like
runners in thick mud. If the chips get too
hot, they may malfunction or altogether
fail. Cooling keeps them running
smoothly, ensures a longer lifespan and
fast and reliable performance, and
prevents heat damage. Just like an athlete
needs water to stay sharp in a race,
electronics need efficient heat removal,

Race to cut emissions

In data centres, cooling consumes nearly
as much power as computing, like an AC
fighting oven heat in a busy kitchen, To
curb climate change, the ICT industry
needs to cut emissions by 42% by 2030
(from its 2015 levels). Data centres need
greener designs that use less energy and
water, and have lower greenhouse gas
emissions to help meet global climate
goals and keep warming below 1.5°C,
Urgent upgrades to energy, efficiency, and
cooling are critical,

Chips are also getting smaller, faster,
and more energy-efficient, like upgrading
your phane every year without draining
the battery faster. As the demand for
cloud services increases, so must data
centre capacities and heat mitigation
strategles.

Ice packs and oll baths

‘Two prominent cooling techniques have
emerged as viable alternatives. Cold
plates, also known as direct-to-chip
cooling, are small heat exchange modules
equipped with microchannels to enhance
heat transfer, Think of a cold plate like an
ice pack strapped to a feverish forehead,
but for computer chips, It sits directly on

hot components, with small coolant-filled

channels absorbing heat into tiny
channels filled with coolant.

When it becomes warmer, the coolant

such as 25% polyethylene glycol and
75% water ~ flows away and dumps the
heat outside, while fresh coolant entering
the veins keep the cycle going, This
method is more efficient than fans the
same way swapping a handheld fan for an
ice-cold bath is better. In a cold-plate
system, the liquid-to-air heat transfer ratio
ranges from 50% to 80%, sometimes
maore,

The second technique, immersion
cooling, is like dunking a hot frying pan
into a pool of heat-hungry oil instead of
blowing air on it. The oll, which is good at
dissipating heat within itself, soaks up
100% of the pan's heat and keeps it from
overheating. In the one-phase cooling
method, like swirling cold water around
the pan, the oil stays liquid but carries
heat away. In two-phase cooling, the
technique works the way water cools in a
mud pot: the coolant fluid bubbles into
vapour at a low temperature, rises into a
cooling coil, condenses, drips back down,
and repeats, “These techs cut corrosion,
boost reliability, and slash carbon
footprint — all while running silent
without fans,” the researchers wrote.

Pioneers like Microsoft and Alibaba are
already deploying these systems at scale.

Green or just less dirty?

To truly lower the carbon footprint of
cooling technologies, scientists,
policymakers, and lawmakers need to
weigh its full impact. While the new
solutions are innovative, they face
hurdles, Coolant fluids involve different
regulations, and complex designs delay
deployment. Using them is like swapping

m:mk- straws for paper: they are greener,
t not without trade-offs. The world
could end up trading one ecological
problem for a different, even worse, one.

1f the electricity for an electric car
comes from a coal power plant, the car’s
carbon footprint is still high. Similarly,
cooling gains can backfire if pollution is
merely shifted elsewhere,

The study team's cradle-to-grave life
cycle assessment evaluated air-cooled,
cold-plate, and immersion cooling across
emissions, energy, and water use, proving
that sustainability demands systemic
thinking, not isolated fixes.

Twin engines of a green data centre
The assessment revealed that with grid
electricity, cold plates and immersion
cooling cut greenhouse gas emissions by
more than 15%, energy use by more than
15%, and water consumption by more
than 31% — making them superior to

c fonal cooling technologies in use
today. With 100% renewable energy, the
team found the cuts could jump to 13% for
emissions, 15% for energy, and 50% for
water,

“Switching to renewables slashes
emissions by 85-90%, energy use by 6.7%,
and water demand by 55-85%, regardless
of cooling tech,” the researchers wrote,

Thus, life cycle assessments can reveal
sustainability trade-offs either within the
same cooling technology or when
comparing different technologles,
Ultimately, the calculus is clear: 1CT's
climate future hinges on tackling how the
industry cools its data centres,

TV, Venkateswaran is a science
communicator and visiting faculty member
at the Indian Institute of Sclence Education
and Research, Mohali.
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THE DAILY QU

Please send in your answers to
daltyquiz@thehindu.co.in

A quiz on movies which are centred around health subjects. If you are a movie buff and
health buff, see how comfortable you are with the following questions

Ramya Kannan

L

QUESTION 1

The highly successful and entertaining movie
Patch Adams starring Robin Williams in the
eponymous character, which had its own
Indian versions In Munnabhol MBBS and
Vasoolrojo MBBS, was based on a true story,
The real Patch Adams Is belleved to be the
architect of a certaln kind of therapy that is
now popular in hospital wards across the
globe, wWhat is it?

-

QUESTION 2

In the Curious Case of Benjomin Button,
Brad Pitt essays the role of a man ageing in
reverse. What Is the actual health condition
cinematically portrayed in Benjomin Button?

b
QUESTION 3
30 years ago, this movie starring Dustin

Holfman cutlined the damage a particular
™
L3

fast-spreading, fictional virus was wreaking,
portraying emergency health and containment
scenarios we are now familiar with, post
pandemic. That virus was sakd to manifest as
hemorrhagic fever, causing organs to liquely and
blood to stream fram sores, What was the name
of this fictional virus In the 1995 movie?

1Y

QUESTION 4

I Hichki, the main character played by Rani
Mukerjee sulfers from a condition that causes
uncontrollable tics and sounds, & huge barrier to
her getting a job. What Is the condition called?

QUESTION §

Retrograde amnesia (s the inability to recall
memaries from before a traumatic event of Injury,
and the opposite is a condition whereby the
ability to form new memories after the event is
affected. This is depicted in a Christopher
Nolan-inspired flick, made in two Indian
languages - Tamil and Hindi. What (s the
condition and what are the titles of the movies?

.~

Visual question:

In another movie starring Robin Williams, &
paychiatrist finds himself in a ward full of
Inexplicably catatonic patients. The image above Is
from an OTT series which features the same
medical condition, What was the epldemic called
and what |s the Netflix serles on the same?

Questions and Answers to the May 30
edition of the dally quiz: 1. The State
where the south-west monsoon arfives first
Ans: Kerala

2. This region has the highest average
rainfoll, Ans: Mawsynram

3. This mobile app, created to provide crop
advisories to farmers based on weather
information, Is named after an epic poem.
Ans: Meghdoot

4, 1110 cm of rainfall is recelved over a small
area at a station In one hour, this
phenomenon is called . Ans: Cloud burst
5, This flow of adr attains maximum strength
in July and glves rise 1o a strong monsoon In
peninsular India. Ans: Somall jet

6. X was established In 1875 in Calcutta. Ans:
Indla Meteorological

Department
Visual: Name this astronomer. Ans: Edmond

Early Blrds: Dodo Jayaditys| Ahad Chachiyal
Arul Kumar Shuldal Atul Kumar| Erfanally
Qosmany

KNOW YOUR ENGLISH

His debut film
was a
horror-thriller

He put his thumb on the scale and
told the men that he won't get
arrested even if they complain

$. Upendran,

What is the difference between a
‘widow’ and ‘spinster'? (5.
Sumalatha, Erode)

The word ‘widow' is normally used to
refer to a woman whose husband is no
more; she was married, but has lost her
partner. A widow may be a young woman
or she may be old. According to some
scholars, the word is related to our
Sanskrit ‘'vidhwa', A man who has lost his
wifee, is called ‘widower',

The youny widow worked hard to keep
her company running.

The word ‘spinster’, as you can
probably guess, comes from the word
‘spin’. In the past, the term was used to
refer to a woman who earned her living
by spinning yarn and thread. Since most
people in this occupation were single and
either middle aged or old, with the
passage of time, the word acquired the
meaning, an unmarried woman who is
beyond her prime. Today, it Is considered
offensive to call a woman ‘spinster’,

What is the correct pronunciation of
the word ‘debut'? (R, Parthasarathy)
The word ‘debut’ consists of two syllables,
The first Is pronounced like the word
‘day’, and the second rhymes with the +
words ‘few’, ‘view" and ‘new’. The British
pronounce the word ‘DAY-byuu’ with the
stress an the first syllable. Americans, on
the other hand, put the stress on the
second syllable ~ day-BYUU. The word
can be used as 4 noun and a verb, and in
everyday conversation, it Is used
nowadays to mean to make one's ‘first
appearance in public or society’,

The son of the famous rock star will be
making his debut at next month’s concert.

What is the meaning of ‘put a thumb
on the scale'? (John Varghese, Kochi)
When you put your thumb on the scale,
what you are trying to do Is influence the
outcome of an event, For example, during
election time, there are many things that
politicians and political parties do to win,
One of the tricks they resort to is to try
and bribe the voter in different ways

they buy the potential votes either by
giving people money or by giving them
some sort of freebie: TV, stove, mixie, gas
connection, etc, By giving them these
things, the candidate is attempting to
unfairly influence the electorate; he is
bribing them into voting for him. He is
deliberately cheating or using underhand
means to win,

My boss always put his thumb on the
scale when it came to hiring new people.
Nobody else had a say in the matter.

The ‘scale’ in the expression refers to
the balance that butchers and fruit
vendors used in the past to weigh their
produce, When they wished to cheat their
customer, the vendars secretly placed
their thumb on the scale - this created
the illusion that the produce weighed a lot
more than it actually did!

upendrankyeigmail.com

Word of the day

Homing:

arlenting or drecting homeward or to a
destination

Usage: The plane was brought down by o
homing missile.

Pronunciation: newsth lve/omingsro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /evminy

For feedback and suggestions for
Text & Context, please write to
letters@thehindu.co.in
with the subject ‘Text & Context’
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Seventeen women cadets graduated from Pune’s National Defence Academy on May 30, making them the

first batch to participate in a joint training institution for the Indian Army

vy, and Air Force.

Snchal Mutha reports on the experiences of the cadets who took on concerns around physical training
- and a system that was forced to adapt itself to the needs and aspirations of women

n May 29, Jasmine, 21, is dressed in

her white uniform and stands with

her parents on the steps of the Na-

tional Defence Academy's (NDA) Su-
dan Block, Behind her, flanking the entrance, are
gold tri-service emblems with the words 'Service
before self’, In front of her is the rest of her life,
which she will likely spend serving India in one of
the three defence forces. Hugging her mother,
she says with joy, “I did it.”

Jasmine is one of 17 - the first batch of women
to graduate from the military's joint-services
training institute in Khadakwasla, Maharashtra,
It took 48 courses, 70 years, and a Supreme
Court verdict for policies to change, so women
could enter the academy. She graduates with ov-
er 300 men, who will all join as officers in the Ar-
my, Air Force, and Navy.

In September 2021, Jasmine came across a not-
ification on the government’s Union Public Ser-
vice Commission (UPSC) website inviting women
to appear for the entrance exams. The Supreme
Court had ruled in favour of this just the month
before, based on a petition. The petition had ar-
gued that the NDA had been violating women’s
right to equality and the right to practise the pro-
fession of their choice.

This decision came after three decades of wo-
men serving in the armed forces through Short-
Service Commission, where they could serve for
10 years, with an extension. However, women
have always been a part of the medical, educa-
tional, legal and other services of the military in
non-combatant roles. Women fighter pilots have
been inducted into the Air Force since 2016. Ho-
wever, the Army still does not permit women in
the fighting arms like the infantry.

With the entrance exam on November 14,
there were just 70 days to prepare. The first batch
of 19 female cadets joined the NDA in August
2022, Two withdrew from the course for perso-
nal reasons, according to NDA officials, Since
2022, when women were inducted into the NDA,
there have been 126 cadets across courses.

Jasmine comes from Charkhi Dadri town in
Haryana, where her parents, Jeevan Ram, 42,
and Sarita, 42, are farmers. “We might be from a
village, but our thinking has never been regres-
sive,” says Sarita, her eyes filled with pride. There
are two others from the same town, all from non-
military backgrounds.

Of the 17, nine cadets will join the Army, three
will join the Navy, and five will join the Air Force,
Jasmine will join the Navy and go to Hyderabad
for further training. Most of the women are from
Uttar Pradesh, Haryana, Punjab, and Uttarak-
hand. Currently, the defence forces have 11,414
women officers, as per officials.

Stepping up

They stand on the steps of Sudan Block, and pho-
tos are taken, frozen as a memory and a part of
history. The block is located at the heart of the
NDA's 7,000-acre campus, set in the foothills of
the Western Ghats, 17 km from Pune city. It is a

ee

We had o
climb a hill
bearing
weight—
Everyone
was

exhausted...

My course-
mate Srishtl
Singh
started
singing and
we kept
climbing.
The next
thing we
knew, the
hill was
conquered

ISHITA
SANGWAN
NDA graduate

central point for ceremonial functions, where
parents, instructors, cadets, and officers meet
and greet after the convocation, held on May 29,

As the Super Dimona motorised gliders fly
overhead, saluting the 148th course cadets for
graduating, Srishti Chaudhary, 21, and Harsim-
ran Kaur, 21, stand in Sudan Block's garden look-
ing at the sky. Both were preparing for the Joint

3 ion (JEE), a national-level ex-
am for engineering programmes, before turning
to the NDA,

“I had 40 days to prepare and took online
classes for initial coaching,” says Srishti, who
hails from Muzaffarnagar, Uttar Pradesh, and will
be serving in the Navy. Harsimran, whose father
is in the Army, had plans to enter via the Short-
Service Commission route, until NDA opened its
doors to women. Ishita Sangwan, 21, who is also
from Charkhi Dadri, was deciding between the
JEE and the Civil Services.

The cadets ~ both male and female - go
through a gruelling selection process, starting
with a written examination conducted by the
UPSC, followed by an interview process under
the Services Selection Board. There are medical
tests to be cleared and for those aspiring to join
the Air Force, a Computerized Pilot Selection
System (CPSS) test must be taken,

“You have to have clear priorities before join-
ing the NDA," says Ishita, who is joining the Air
Force. Overwhelmed, she hugs her instructor, re-

ol

peatedly saying thank you with tears rolling
down her face. Ishita remembers a phone call
from her father, who is a school principal. “He
told me the NDA was open for women candi-
dates. We discussed it and I decided to take the
exams,” she added.

After three years of rigorous physical training
and academic courses, cadets will go for further
training for at least a year. Army cadets will go to
Dehradun’s Indian Military Academy (IMA), Air
Force cadets will be trained at the Air Force Aca-
demy (AFA) at Dundigal, and naval cadets at In-
dian Naval Academy (INA) at Ezhimala, Kerala,

Game of endurance
Physical training is one of the major elements of
the NDA’s three-year course and is often consi-
dered its toughest component. Daily training in-
cludes obstacle courses, route marches, swim-
ming, horse riding, rope climbing, sprinting,
field tactics, weapon handling, and more.

During the petition hearing in the Supreme
Court, the Centre had opposed the enrolment of
women over biological differences. Now, the NDA
spokespeople say all training was the same, but
physical standards were adjusted to address bio-
logical differences. The women say it was a mat-
ter of mental strength and endurance. Ishita re-
members her toughest moments: “We had to
climb a hill bearing weight as a part of Camp Rov-
ers. Everyone was exhausted because it extends
for five days. We hadn't slept properly for three
or four nights and I felt like giving up. But my
coursemate Srishti Singh started singing, and we
kept climbing. The next thing we knew the hill
was conguered.”

One of the toughest challenges was the 40 km
Josh Camp, conducted at the end of the sixth

with each other and performed various tasks, in-
cluding map reading and running day and night,
Ishita's squadron, which included male counter-
parts, started at 9:30 p.m. and finished at 11:30
the next moming.

NDA Commandant Vice-Admiral Gurcharan
Singh called the inclusion of women a “progres-
sive process”, Initially, the female cadets’ living
arrangements were separate as that is the way it
is done at the Officers Training Academy in Chen-
nai, which has been open to women since 1992,
with Short-Service Commission. This was
changed in the NDA to build camaraderie among
members of a squadron. “We ensured they
played, lived, trained, together, to achieve gender
neutrality,” says Gurcharan, adding that barriers
need to come down from the start, so there is no
difference in times of conflict or battle.

Mothers and others

On May 30, Geeta Dhaka, 45, watched with pride
as her daughter Shanan Dhaka, 21, participated
in the passing out parade. The women and men
are dressed alike, their hair cropped short, and
from a distance, there is no difference. Shanan's
sister is currently training at the Armed Forces
Medical College (AFMC).

“Today, | feel really proud as my daughter has
endured the toughest defence course. Since
childhood, my children had wanted to join the
defence, like my husband. This shift from a fauji
wife to a fauji maa is emotional and painful too,”
she says, understanding that in case of a war-like

ituation, her | 1 and daughter may both be
called up. The Dhaka family is from Chandigarh,
but currently resides in Rohtak.

Division Cadet Captain (DCC) Shriti Daksh,
who was put into a leadership position, follows in

term, say the women. All 18 sq ¢

NOWs first batch of female cadets pose for a photograph after the 148th convocation ceremony held at the defence academy. ENNANUAL YOGINI

her father’s f ps. Wing C ler Yogesh
Daksh (retd.) is proud: “Shriti scored 97% in Class
10 and 99% in Class 12. She has always been good
academically, and seeing her top the arts course
makes me a happy father.”

Her mother was worried about the intense
physical training, but says, “It goes to show that if
you put your mind to something, it will pay off.”
Their other daughter is serving in the Air Force as
a Flying Officer, and the family hails from Harya-
na, but is currently based in Noida.

Academy Cadet Captain Udayveer Singh Negi
of the ‘G’ Squadron, who commanded this Spring
term parade (two batches pass out each year
from NDA), waited as Shriti celebrated with oth-
ers informally in the parking area, between cars,
Amid the lowd cheers of betiya date hi rahe, betiva
Jjeet gayi (Daughter keep going, daughter won),
Udayveer says, “Most of the time we forget that
they are women. We trained with each other,
shoulder to shoulder. In a few tasks like map
reading and field tactics, they outdid us. We felt
equal, and gender was never a restriction.”

The cadets” parents would visit their children
at the end of each term of six months, meeting
each other too. After the parade, mothers hugged
each other and clicked selfies, Srishti’s mother,
Priyanka, says, “Our children have become
friends, but we parents also share bonds. We be-
came each other’s support systems through the
course."

Cadet Harsimran Kaur from Punjab points out:
“Our bond has grown beyond that during these
three years, These friendships are for life”

snehal.mutha@thehindu.co.in
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Whose mountain is it, anyway?

iven to the lems that arose from the city's

A sinking feeling for ‘Brand Bengaluru’

h

Water Supply and Sewerage
Board came up with a knee-
jerk response. It filled up a few
lakes with treated water to
push up groundwater levels.
This year, 63 of the 183 lakes
under the BEMP have already
reached full capacity before
the monsoon season, raising
questions about how impor-

Little tho
n May 18, five people ﬁmyMaa’!‘ebmpe(ofvlhxh Places of Worship Act, 1991.
from the National India is a government-level Overall, it is becoming cheaper
Institute of member) was stalled from 2014 both in monetary and
Mountaineering and after the Kanaka Maoli community | extra-monetary ways (including
Adventure Sports (NIMAS) scaled protested its construction on their | the risk of reputational harm) to
ml(lmg:hmﬁmtb sacred Mauna Kea. Native mnsultﬁrsnhznmlnmlaer KC.
Nepal side, promp jians have also d the Heavy dedness still prevails deepika kegrehehindu.co.m
dcmmmdptmﬁbycml U.&SpanehxusAMOSS'l‘AR but there is progress, and
society groups and Sikkim Chief project on the Haleakala shield need to be part of it, or longtime residents
Minister Prem Singh Tamang. wvolcano on similar grounds. including in the arena of military of Bengaluru, it is be-
Sikkim’s native population holds Atacamefio communities in Chile action. As Article 30 of the ginning to feel like
the mountain sacred and the State have warned of “spiritual” loss UNDRIP says, “States shall there is too much happening
it disallows attempts to over the construction of undertake effective consultations all at once. There are talks of
climb it or scale its peak from the telescopes in Cerro Armazones with the indigenous peoples extending Namma Metro to
Indian side. One of Mt and Cerro Paranal. concerned... prior to using their neighbouring cities. Work has
Khangchendzonga faces Nepal, a In many instances, lands for military activities.” started for a suburban rail net-
country that hasn’t instituted a Itative actions that work. The State government is
similar ban and which the NIMAS and defence needs should zcmumfm'pnhnal variables can busy pushing for a conten-
team took advantage of. override indij o also ensure neither i tious network of tunnel roads
Surveys to assess eco-spiritual ETOUpS NOF GOVernments resort to to connect traffic-choked
Tensions over mountains rights are often | | after heavy-handed: of their own. ends. And the civic body, the
There has been a resurgence of indigenous groups have d For iple, a vol logy Bruhat | |
the assertion of spiritual beliefs Iarg!pmmm and not before the programme in 20 involved the ra Palike (BBMP), is being split
over mountains of late. Mountains is commissioned. The its of North Korea, into multiple corporations
are important sources of water, India-based Neutrino Observatory | China, and the UK. to study the with the hope that they will
which is increasingly becoming a (INO) faced similar opposition revered Paektu mountain on the manage the city better.
strategic resource. They st over locals’ inability to access a North Korea-China border to Ironically, while these pro-
ic features we need to tzmplelocltedmnhgphnnad understand when it might erupt jeclsmbemgphnnedkzep
know to understand the land we project site thanks to the presence | next. On the flip side, after ing the city’s future in mind,
live on. But in a world grappling ofpulxzpemnml.w)lﬂedmmo protests in Bhutan over foreign there is little thought being gi-
with the effects of climate change, scientists have said the police expeditions to the Gangkhar ven to existing problems,
mountain ecosystems worldwide shouldn’t have been present, Puensum peak, the government which arose out of Bengalu-
also rank among the most much less denying access to the banned attempts to climb more ru’s “growth”. Al it takes is for
vulnerable. This renders the area, the incident only illustrates than 6,000 m above sea level in the sky to open up a few times
stewardship provided by the sort of heavy-handedness 1994 and altogether banned for all that lies beneath the
communities and expensive projects open the mountaineering in 2003. shine of ‘Brand Bengaluru' to
impaortant, especially in the form door to while denying indigenous NIMAS is an autonomous be exposed. For the motorists
of indigenous knowledge that communities their rights. institute under India’s Ministry of caught on dangerously water-
people to coexist Defence. The NIMAS team’s logged roads, the residents of
sustainably with their environs for Sharper legal instruments endeavour on May 18 was part of layouts that are inundated af-
centuries. Of course, there are Fortunately, however, thanks to the Indian Army’s ‘Har Shikhar ter a few spells of rain, and the
other reasons to respect the initiative of civil society groups | Tiranga' campaign to plant the families of those who lost their
indigenous communities’ beliefs, led by youth, the election of Indian flag on the highest point of lives in a a flooded underpass
including building resilient indigenous individuals to each State. Even if this wasn’t or a tree fall, the statements of
societies and redressing historical government positi explicit military action, its ministers promising removal
injustice. Mnubgim';s,mdthe purpose was to stoke national of encroachments only pro-
In parallel, there is still a need pressures of climate adaptation pride and build support for India's vide a sense of déja vu.
to understand mountains from and sustainability, the legal war rhetoric. By sidestepping local The Chief Minister's Office
sumnﬁcmdnnhtarypumsuf instruments available to assert mppmi[urmmmandphnnm said in a recent statement that
view, hysical access often indigenous rights are becoming the Indian flag on the rains in
yleldsmegstdaa.mzmnmms sharper. The UN principle of ‘free from the Nepal side, the NIMAS Zoziwunlnhgleurecmd-
tensions have become more prior and informed consent” of team has cheapened the struggles ed during the season and in
d in the last two indij peoples is bolstered by | of native to lower the cost the month of May in the last
decades or so. As the recent There has been its Declaration on the Rights of of consulting them. If it had 125 years. The rainfall record-
muderulllum'at-,ﬂleleylus N Y of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP)and | consulted them and they had ed in the pre-monsoon period
always been stakel E'“"_“f"w‘m‘ convention 169 of the refused access, the NIMAS team (March 1 to May 31) was 286
involvement and scientists and the assertion of International Labour could still have achieved its goal by mm against the normal 115
mﬂnarypersunndbmgohy spiritual beliefs Organisation. Sikkim's planting the flag at another spot. mm. The actual rainfall was
with hearing the word ‘no’. over mountains notifications consecrating Mt National integrity is also important 219 mm against the normal 74
This is why work on the of late Khangchendzonga were under the | for national security. mm for May. The India Mete-

tant flood-mitigation barriers

have been ised.
orological Department, Ben- Citizen activists and experts
galuru, said the city received a | have also repeatedly pointed
record 307.9 mm of rainfall | tothe reduced carrying capac-
between May 1 and May 26 (till | ity of drains due to the build-
1.30 am). Bengaluru re- | up of silt and flow of sewage.
ceived a staggering 105.5 mm | This has caused rainwater to
ofnmle.llnlhe24hourpe mﬂuwmdmsmm,lud
riod b 8.30 am. on | ing to severe water-l

May 18 and 8.30 a.m. on May
19 - the second highest since
2011. This caught the authori-
ties, who were still preparing

The Karnataka Lokayukta,
which took up a suo motu
case about flooding in Benga-
luru after the recent episode,

for the monsoon, off guard. said that the main reasons for
High-impact flooding were negligence of of-
events have been occurring | ficials and lack of coordination

more frequently and with
greater intensity globally. Ma-

between various agencies. Jus-
tice B.S. Patil also directed offi-
cials to speed up de-silting
work of drains, ensure a gra-
dient to facilitate flow of water
in them, and remove all en-
croachments on drains.
Bengaluru is in the throes
of an administrative transfor-
mation as the Greater Benga-
luru Authority (GBA) will re-
place the BBMP, which came

post- -
sons in 2015, 2017, 2020, and
2022. In 2023, Karnataka was
hit by drought, which led to a
water crisis in many parts of
the State in 2024.
Why, then, have the civic
authorities not learned any

lessons? Bengaluru was once | into being in 2007, as the city's
famed for its network of lakes. | primary governing body. The
These served as flood manage- | GBA aims to bring all the ma-

ment tools by harvesting rain-
water and storing excess wa-
ter. As the city grew, the
government focused on pro-
viding piped water supply
from the Cauvery river. It ig-
nored lakes to the point where
hundreds of them disap-
peared, making way for real
estate, stadiums, and bus
stands. Rivers that originate or
flow through the city, such as
to be in a state of neglect.

jor agencies working in Benga-
luru under one structure,
which will be headed by the
Chief Minister of Karnataka.
Some civic activists fear this
will result in centralisation of
administration and power.
Will this lead to a more co-
hesive and i

proach to managing the city,
especially in the light of ex-
nunzwmhumls?Orwlll
the inue to suff-
er the same problems as the

During the 2024 summer
water crisis, the Bangalore

focus remains on extravagant
projects? It is too early to tell.

+

India’s rise to 4th largest economy belies per capita reality

t into the lived realities of people

DATA POINT

jected that India will edge

past Japan to become the world's

fourth largest economy in 2025.

Whlle this marks a notable miles-

based solely on

absolute Gross Domestic Product

(GDP) offer limited insight into the
lived realities of people.

Absolute GDP figures are useful
for understanding the size of an
economy, but they do not capture
how wealth is distributed, how de-
veloped a country is, or how its ci-
tizens are faring. They mask dis-
parities in population size, cost of
living, and income inequality. A
country may have a large economy
overall, but that doesn't necessari-
ly translate into prosperity or im-
proved living standards for its
people.

For instance, as Chart 1A
shows, India’s absolute GDP (in §
billion) is estimated to have risen
from $468.4 billion in 2000 to
$4,187 billion in 2025, narrowly
surpassing Japan's ﬁgur!s in the
process. However, as
shows, India’s GDP per cnpnz is l2
times lower than Japan’s in 2025,

To drive home the po(m let us
add Poland to the comparison —
country often cited for its quid(

from a lower middle-i
come to a high-income economy.
As seen in Chart 1A, Poland's total
GDP is around four times smaller
than India’s, but as Chart 1B
shows, its GDP per capita is nearly
nine times higher.

While economic growth is an
important marker of a country’s
progress, it is zquallyvul 10 assess
the strides made in social, edun
tional, health, and di in-

comparing India, Poland, and Ja-
pan across two time periods — the
latest available data and figures
from roughly two decades ago.

First, consider the nature of em-
ployment. As shown in Charts 2A,
2B, and 2C, as of 2023, nearly 45%
of India’s workforce was still em-
ployed in agriculture. In contrast,
the share in both Poland and Japan
had fallen below 10%, with a cor-
responding rise in employment in
the industrial and services sectors.

On the regular employment
front, the share of wage and sala-
ried workers - those with formal
employment contracts — was just
23.9% in India in 2023, com|
to 91% in Japan and 80.1% in Po-
land (Chart 3).

The gross enrolment rate in col-

32.7% in India in 2022, compared
to close to 65% and 75% in Japan
and Poland, respectively (Chart
4).

On the health front, the life ex-
pectancy of a person was 72 years
for an average Indian in 2023,
compared to 84 years in Japan and
78.5 years in Poland (Chart 5).

Access to adequate healthcare
is also reflected in a country’s In-
fant Mortality Rate (IMR), or the
number of deaths per 1,000 live
births of children under one year
of age. While the IMR of all the
mentioned countries halved bet-
ween 2000 and 2023, India’s IMR
remains at 24.5, while Japan and
Poland both record less than five
such deaths per 1,000 births.

Put t, these reflect in the
measure of the Human Develop-
ment Index in these countries.
The HDI is a composite measure
d'lal assesses a munlrys mrall

in
and standard of llvuq; The HDI is

dicators, as advancements in these
areas offer a more meaningful
measure of true prosperity. The
folbnmgpamgrapinprsuumdn
cators related to these di

0.685 in 2023 shows ‘medium de-
velopment’, while the HDIs of Ja-
pan and Poland crossed the 0.9
mzrk pnmnng to very high hu

« @

(Chart 6).
- »

Comparisons based solely on absolute GDP offer limited i

FROM THE ARCHIVES

@he @ Rindn.

FIFTY YEARS AGO

JUNE 2, 1975

A detailed picture

The data for the charts were sourced from the International Monetary Fund's “World Economic Outlook (April 2025)", the World

Bank’s indicator database, International Labour Organization Statistics, and Our World in Data

-
Chart 1A: The absolute Gross Domestic Product {in § billion)

With inputs from Bharat A Ramana,
g (e ©

Space programme not hit
by snags in Aryabhata

Madras, June 1: The Indian space satellite

cmu.mawnapm(lnus s)olsdeamum.ries

P wwldm:beaﬂ’ecmdbecmd
the di experienced in the functioning of
Aryabhata, Prof. Satish Dhawan,

Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO), said
here

Prof. Dhawan said that the malfunctioning of
some of the equipment on board the Aryabhata
was due to the failure of the *| transistor”
system. The fault was detected by the ISRO
scientists after careful scrutiny of the material
received by Mission Control at Bangalore.

These scientists were now working round the
dncksmdylmdupmslhlnyoh!vmngﬂn
experiments. Even such “drastic steps” like
sending electronic pulses to activate the

of salect countries in 2000 and 2025 in 2000 and 2025 Snstruments abroad the sstellite were being
2% 205 0% 203 considered. &mlwxmoezrlymsaywhglher
depati 38,173 Qommmme h i} “we will succeed in this task,” Prof. Dhawan

33,9557 i

268951 Tracing the initial difficulties encountered by

Polanc ; the satellite immediately after it was launched,
India he said even after a few orbits, it started
44991 i 2078 “tumbling” and did not “spin” as expected. The
44 (Q— satellite was made of non-magnetic material but

Chart 2A: The share of employment in
the agriculture sector in select countries
in 2000 and 2023 (in %)

Chart3: The 2000
share of wage 839
and salaried

and 2023 (in %)

Chart 5: The
average life

India

in 2000 and 2023 (in %)
2023

of a person
from select
countries
in 2000 and
2023 (in
years)

Chart 28: The share of employment in
the industrial sector in select countries

2000 and 2023 (in %)

Chart 2C: The share of employment in
the service sector in select countries in

even then there was some drag on it, thereby
slowing it down. The latest information was that
it was normal and orbiting according to the
programme, he said.

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO JUNE 2, 1925

Mettur project

Ootacamund, June 2: The preliminary work and
arrangements in connection with the
construction of the Mettur Dam, | am informed,
have now reached an advanced stage and the
Chief Engineer is making a preliminary call for
tenders for the mass work in the Dam and the
subsidiary works. Arrangements are also being
made, it is said, ﬁurlhepumhuzoﬁh:

economy, that the most modern plant should be
used in the construction of the dam. The
materials will be handled by the most modern
type of transporters designed to land materials
on the works - dimwnhdlemmunumn‘
Itisp that an
electric driver will be used for much of the
machinery and this point is under
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BECAUSE THE TRUTH INVOLVES US ALL

PUSHING BACK

Crackdown against illegal immigrants has to follow due
process. Security imperative must be insulated from politics

NTHEWAKE of the beutal terrorist attack on Pahalgam, the government has done
mrwm-q yIth

TR - -

EDITORIAL PAGE

-
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‘WorbpLYy WISE
NO ONE LEAVES HOME UNLESS HOME IS THE MOUTH
OF A SHARK
= WARSAN SHiRE

Back on road to growth

Reforms that address structural bottlenecks are crucial
for India’s attractiveness as an investment destination

DHARMAKIRTI JOSHI

THE NATIONAL STATISTICS Office’s (NSO) pro-
| Incha's grons domestic

product (GOP) growth at6.5 per cent for 2024-
25, with the fourth quarter growing at a blis-
tering 74 per cent, The first and second ad-

" alongthe
pency L]

borders, Last month, the Union Ministry of Home Affairs issued an order asking

states and Union Territories to detect and deport foreigners, especially people from

Bangladesh and Myanmar, living illicitly in the country. The Centre's have

data, had projected 6.4 per cent and 6.5 per
cont, res|
The positive llll'pﬁlﬂ in GDP revisions

thetr ilegalim-
migrants, From the West Bengal government’s allegation, earlier this year, of BSFs laxity
against to Dethi’ hile AAP s drive against “ille-

umm-mmnumnmmmm Himanta Biswa Sarma's frequent dia-

may end here, at
lean&rnnw The«unomymwbem—
The

decadal average growth before the Covid-19

pandemic was 6.6 per cent.
For 2023-24, the first advance estimates

tribes against issue of iBegal immigration had hat73 the,
Has raised its head time and again in the heat and dust of indian poliics. The Centre and ,bm,"',,'m" el ol ,,,,":.",.
state must that moment has a far 2 per cent. In India's GDP report-
the it However, ing framework, provisional estimates are
y b . thepeople  Codingadvar The next GOP es-
caught in the no man's land between India and Bangladesh is an Assam school teacher Yrmate for flscal 2025 willbe relassed inearty

whose citizenship case ks being heard by the Supreme Court. And, days ago, a 50-year-old
wuoman was pushed into Bangladesh and then brought back after her lawyer flagged that
she waslegally in the clear.
InMMmﬂlmmdtkmnthmmdmxm
the mostly porous border across and fraught issue.
On the one hand, the movement of people across regions has a long history that predates
Partition Onthe other hand, the anti trigger for the A
agitation and h years, the state's BJP government

by wrrative

h. ed anxicties d

nal terms, The state use of the Foreigne n‘mbunll it

2026, Until then, these estimates provide a
more stable basis for forecasting GDP amid a
wiall of global uncertainty.

India's nominal GDP, which factoes in the
inflation rate, grew 9.8 per cont in fiscal 2025,
Put another way, the size of the absolute econ-

reached $3.91 trillion from $3.6 trillion
in fiscal 2024,

Private consumption grew a good 7.2 per
cent on rural demand even as urban stayed
subdued, That said, consumption growth did
slow to 6 per cent in the fourth quarter.

o,

25,!97!&““.: atolf d Assam - has ket
future, ﬂwmnalmnlwmmthcunudmpmlmmmmn Assam (M

mmmun:d.mm 2.3 per cent for the

¥ 18 percentin
s

the lat-
mann-lxmwnbndﬁw However, Sarma's past umummmnnu especially his use
of dog whistles, “land jihad" and *flood jihac.” to refer to the migrant problem — do not in-
mmnﬂdmm MMCMhnu{dlhlnhemrmemmummkwm

ptchduplhrplylmmhnhqum.klp-
Ing investment growth outpace GDP Central
govermnmment capex exceeded the revised es-

bunal Lastweek,

hmvnthecmnnlmtomhadmnmdemhdullnlrwmuchwaphwtme

families fear that they may have been “pushed out” to Bangladesh.
That Myanmar i

tmake the task any

casier. however, be the rationale for
mdmmﬂmmlmmmmmmam ﬂ\tﬂm-anwtllmny;
bcmrxptﬁm most of the (uate represen-

tath

On the xum side, wmmmd serv-
well, but

AhumlvamL’:pum « slower than

flat at $437.41 bellion [mu'n billion in llnul

2024). Labour-intensive construction ratch-
eting up9.4 per cent over the double-digit

evenifitis

Only then will it engender a security that endures,

A HEAVY BURDEN

AIIMS study flags rising childhood obesity in Delhi, highlights
urgent need for coordinated action to ensure healthier futures

STUDY BY the All India Institute of Medical Sciences (AIIMS) has sounded
awamning on an escalating health emergency among school children in
the Mmlwlnl of nudy‘.ooonukmlmhrllx- 19 years age group

hools, 134 per cent were found
wbeohel.lwllpﬂmmﬂum The datad:
b when viewed he lens of status -~ 24 per cent
\assified asbese, 4.5 percent

idlwlsS\dmlnpdme«hwlmmmmhw“llmynluwekvm
blood sugar and three times more likely to exhibit metabolic syndrome — a dangerous

The economic outiook for fiscal 2026 will
be shaped by the interplay of global tasiff

shocks India and healthy forex

has. While our ecanomy is primarily driven remvﬂ(al $686 billion currently) reduce

y devel wu to global shocks, but do
hi I flows

means it cannot be fully insulated from ad- Amdmalummnmwlm

verse global events.

output, as per the second advance estimates,

po-
he LIS and ongo-

along
the upcoming kharif season, are expected to
boost. d

d de-escal ™ i

pact India via both direct and indirect

Inflation. Moreaver, we expect crude prices to

channels.
effects on the US econormy and the increased
tarifls that hinder our competitiveness. With

US growth expected to slow to LS5 per cent in
calendar 2025 from 2.8 per cent in 2024, de-
mand for Indian exports to the US will de-

mmmmnuv;nwamuwrm
25

Essential items such as food and fuel ac-
count for a larger share of the consumption
basket for lower-income housebolds. Thus,

Crease. y Yy
once the India- d

The will play hm.ﬂmralna.umnwmwil
out via Inotherexport mar-  be further
lets for ach as th o Inionand  income tax cuts inthe hudm.
Asia, S&P Global expects global growth toslip — which will take effect this fiscal. This, in turn,

to 2.7 per cent in 2025 from 3.3 per cent in

zou The elevated tariffs on Chinese goods
and de-

U p

seems to be capital

mnmp;wnuhnmlhm including India,
The recent thaw in US-China trade tensions

almeoumlhllyuv In April,
for IUp«mo(ﬂrWurrL

saw
by 115 per cent for a 90-day 1
h and un-

limited abil-
India is from

Despite tepid d
private investment
prospects and the
government’s limited ability
to fuel public investment
due to fiscal considerations,
India is benefiting from
global supply-chain shifts,
Apple plans to manufacture
most iPhones for the US
market in India, and a
Vietnamese electric vehicle
manufacturer is set to open
an Indian plant in ]\mc Wl(ll
product launcl:

y what the90-
daay window,

lbbal
supply-chain shifts, Apple plans to manufac.
ture most iPhones for the US market in Indu
and a electric vehicle manufac-

cern for volatility in capital flows, financial
markets and currency exchange rates, India

turer with
product launches expected this year. More

such are likely as

The composition of Imh{s exports W

diversify away from China, The

vides some as services exports,

strong financlals of Indian corporates, espe-
andmid-sized

clally

n’dndunpodsawomkwu to the
World Trade Org

But reforms that address structural bot-
tenecks remain crucial to uhe India’s at-

will contract 02 per cent in calendar 2025,
while services trade will grow at 4 per cent.
Although services exports will slow, it will do
%0 at a slower pace than goods exports, pro-

this year. )

Alow current account deficit, moderate

asan
and unlock its growth potential. Given the
overall landscape, we expect India’s GDP to
grow 6.5 per cent this year, with risks tilted
to the downside.

The writer is Chief Economist, CRISIL

UNLOCKING THE UNIVERSE

Scientist, visionary, and storyteller — Jayant Narlikar brought the stars closer to India

NARESH DADHICH

Some people do not come in through the
door but rather jump through the roof, Jayant
Narlikarwas one of them In 1964, when Fred

cluster of that includes hyp abnormal and insulin re- Hoyle and he announced in Cambridge
sistance, Left unch rease the fearly : University their new theory of gravity, sud-
lar: I | disorders, and Type 2 diabetes, v

The Comprehensive National Nutrition Survey (2016-18) had already shown that

lmdlhrm:lumnqrmnl#ﬂ

15.35 per cent of school-age children and 16,18 per cent of adolescents in India are pre- y the world
diabetic, Together with the AIIMS study, the implications are troubling, Once grappling of science and technology.
India For urhan and affiuent children, pros- He passed away peaceflly inhis siecp, ust
perity has paradoxically become a vector of poor health, Lancet’s 2024 Gi J ® of i I i
Study ik i 1002 ko gy 4 19, ma ntlen
millonin 19900 12,5 millon i 2022, Th falk L stitute in the Inter-University Centre for
Isation, the ubiquity of high-calorie, nutrient-poor diet Astronommy and Astrophysics(UCAA ) a galaxy

foods and sugary drinks masquerading as child friendly and healthy — surging scroen
time, and diminishing physical activity.

The AIIMS report signals that student health needs equal and lmmedlate attention
alongside academics. The CBSE' i affil

of young women and men inspired by his
and books; and millions of admirers all
over the globe, He has “curved” a special place

tUp Suga

tion, F of school

he EXCOSSIve sugar

for himself in "time”, That would be the right
and

Today, we should celebrate the life of a
b

canteens with the same urgency that was once reserved for tobacco, Parents must re-

TUCAA was his greatest gift
to science and to the nation,
He wanted to facilitate
research in in

Roger Penrose, who went on to become a
Nobel Laureate.

He was among the front-ranking re-
searchers of his time, The Hoyle-Nardikar the-

merable public lectures and science-fiction
books. it would be no exaggeration to say that
it Is this aspect that strongly endeared him to
people. There are many renowned scientists in

d Kindof

hich

:;‘wyd

d

3 the
universe looks the same from every point in
spaceand at all times, and that it has no begin-
ningor end. However.

"To this end, let me recall an incident from
1997 when he had organised Penrose’s lecture

outof § as

inPune’s theatre. Such was the

wvided strong evidence that the universe had a
sion known s the Big Bang, The term "Big Bang”
wis actually coined by Nayk- ~ ronically, one

f the ly the

him that there was nearly
et in shouting and banging at the gates, and,
from the other side, Shriram Lagoo was pacify-
ing them, saying that it was their very own
Narlikar's event.

ary. Narlikas was, in fact, and
mlmppunmol‘lknmmnn&l bution is how far and how well it is remem-
He was a brilliant researcher and had the  bered. Besides his scientific work the two

things
nulwlllmvhhmmymvewﬂlklhelw

conviction and courage to ride against the tide
Inth e

iversities, Itis grnif)'in“

evaluate lifestyle choces at home. Policy, too, has a vital role. N hil
hood obesity must move from paper to practice. A concerted public-health push that
" il A haakh.

fer futures is vital to stem the crisis. Otherwise, India’s demographic dividend stands to
carry with it a long and costly health burden,

lence in whatever he indulged in, It is a mat-
ter of great privilege for some of us who had
the opportunity to work with him at various
levels. He had the uncanny knack of getting
the best out of everyone by sharing and in-
wolving them in things.

Nardikar was an outstanding student at

Freeze FRAME EP Unny

NEWS:Rising BP among students,

Cambridge, winning laurels, including the
coveted Adams Prize, which he shared with

to see university students
and faculty doing
pathbreaking research and
publishing their work in
front-ranking journals. This
is what would have pleased
him the most.

stitute, INCAA and sci-
his. 1
itors to IUCAA, including bear  more, one
1y who had been motivated by him,
TUCAA was his greatest gift to sclence and Letmeendona, note. In 1965, three

the nation. He wanted toudlmemunhtn

personal
of us travelled from Vallabh Vidyanagar to

university students and (.lﬂlry doing path-
breaking research and publishing their work
in front-ranking journals. This is what would
have pleased him the most, The thing that

nwnmu'mamnmhm;mynumm
dents and ordinary people through his innu-

Mramumdulmmm:mum
half acentury
and working with him, Thatis mme-
mlnglwllliwm(mm

The writer, a former directar af JUCAA, was
Nartikar's colleague for five decades

JUNE 2, 1985, FORTY YEARS AGO

PATIL RESIGNS AS CM

MMMRASHTRA CHIEF  MINISTER
trao Patil resigned g the
party high command's decision mappolu
Prabha Rao as the MPCC (1) chiel. When
asked about his successor, Patil said it was
for the high command to decide, The four
AICC (1) observers failed to dissuade him
from submitting his resignation, Patil
maintained that he could not work with
Rao, who had criticised Indira Gandhi.

‘BLUESTAR WEEK'
PRAYERS AND"AKHAND paths' heldlnwr-

Bluestar Week' passed off peacefully on the
first day in Punjab, Haryana and Chandigarh
amid tight security arrangements, Three
Jawans — two of the Punjab Armed Police
and one of the CRPF — were injured in an ex-
change of fire between them at Ferozepur,
while the Amritsar police arrested three
Pakistani nationals in three different places
in border areas,

PAK ATTACKS LADAKH

PAKISTANI TROOPS HAVE renewed their
attacks on Indian positions in the north

of the Nubra Valley in Ladakh, According
to sources , the Indian security forces,

soapa nnerprosson B 1

ding the strategic glacial region,

have repulsed the Pakistani attacks,
Pakistan air force planes also repeatedly
intruded into the area but they were
chased away.

TorNADO INUS

ATlEAsTMwwkmldlrdwmdun
swept xl\mmeM Ohlo, and nnn»-
in Canada and hundledlmwmtdedk-
cording to an incomplete count by officials in
mnmhmwwwm 150 km

per hour, the twister r; thousands of
homes, and .

AANARAS AN AMEBYERRE S8 AL

tening entire villages.
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A woman army chief? Why path is easier now

17 women cadets graduated from the National Defence Academy on Friday. This is a major milestone in the long quest for gender equality in the armed forces

SUSHANT KULKARNI
PUNE, JUNE

THE 148TH batch of the National Defence
Academy (NDA), Khadalwasla, which grad-
uated on Friday, had 17 women cadets. This
isawatershed moment for the armed forces,
one which opens a realistic path for women
to reach the highest echelons of the Indian
military in the coming decades.

out of reach for women until 2008, when
women SSC officers in the Judge Advocate
General department and the AEC became el-
igible, The government allowed women PC
officersinto eight other non-combat streams
in 2019, but not in command appointments.
The fight for PC and just terms of service
had reached the courts in the 2000s. The
Court delivered a landmark verdict

in 2020, ruling that women officers were el-
igible for PC and command roles across 10
streams, and could not be de-

Long journey to NDA (AW Y]] nied “based on sex stereo-

In 1888, the British estab-
lished the Military Nursing
Service, officially opening up
the military for women in India. In 1958, the
Indian Army Medical Corps began granting
d

types... which discriminate
against women”.
In 2021, the apex court or-
dered the NDA to admit its first batch of
women cadets, The mun was hearing a plea

Women cadets at the NDA

ture, the NDA says. The academy has a ded-
icated support staff to train women cadets,
For its first women cxkls. the NDA bar-

hich onh had access tosofa

the same uniforms, and indistin-

guishable from their male counterparts to
the average watcher,
occasion

Imualrradymplxrmo(krﬁv-(mﬂ
ssioning Training Academies such as the
Officers Training Academy Chennai, Indian
Naval Academy Ezhimala, and the Air Force
Academy Dundigal. Women SSC officers
have been graduating from these academies
since 1992,

Women cadets were initially provided
squralt on the NDA cam-

ceremony in Pune. And Horzon

cadets till date.

to iy
Non-medical roles remained off Bimits till
1992, when the Women Special Entry
Scheme was int to induct women in
select non-combat streams — such as the
Army Education Corps (AEC), Corps of Signals,
Intelligence Corps, and Corps of Engineers —
as Short Service Commission (SSC) officers.
2 G (PC) d

appear in the NDA and Naval Academy en-
the Union
Public Service Commission. The 17 women
‘who graduated on Friday were admitted to
the premier defence academy a year later.

Integration into squadrons
The NDA has admitted 126 women

EXPLAINED

WHY HASANEWLY DISCOVERED STAR
TAKEN SCIENTISTSBY SURPRISE?

Awide field image of ASKAP | 1832 in X-ray, radio, and infrared light. nasa

When its first women cadets
in 2022, the NDA had said that training
would be conducted in “an absolutely gen-
der-neutral manner” with “minimum
changes to the existing curriculum®,

y have since b
IM cxlslm; 18 squadrons of the academy.
This milestone was achieved earlier this year,
The NDA's 18 squadrons are the founda-
tional units of the acadermy’s organisation,
effectively acting as cadets’ families mnru
their time in the academy. The

A

InOctober 2021, after the Supreme Court
had ordered the NDA to admit women, then
Chief of Army Staff (COAS) General Manoj
Mukund Naravane had said: “I think 30to 40
years down the line, a woman could be
standing where | am standing.”

This was echoed by former COAS and cur-
rent Mizoram Governor Gen V K Singh
(Retd), who was the Reviewing Officer for
the passing out parade of the NDA's 148th
batch on Friday. *1 envision a future not far
from now when one of these young women
may rise to the highest echelons of the serv-
ice they go to,” he said,

Tiday

such

women cadets into the squadrons means
that they live and train like myd their rnalr

Most training activities are
Jointly — along with male cadets — keeping
the cadets’ employability in mind, specifi-
cally the fact that women officers would be

oing

routine together.
On Friday, the women cadets marched
shoulder to shoulder with the men, wearing

daily

the military via S(«;r‘dnrtn entry routes into
select branches. They had neither the oppor-
tunity to take up command roles nor aviable

ly male
A woman cadet graduating from the NDA
can start young, and potentially build a 35-
to 40-year-long career that is essentially a
prerequisite to becoming a service chief.

Command roles, especially in combat
arms like infantry, artillery, navy warships,
or wm'r squadmm are also crucial for ca-

ne. \ mp( 13
ing !mm the NDA will have ihcoppnmnty
to reach these positions.

“The recent developments are certainly
encouraging.” a retired Indian Air Force (IAF)
Air Marshal told The Indian Express,
“However, adeeper cultural shift within the
armed forces is necessary. A change that
would normalise having women in leader-
ship |positions),” he added.

Some streams remain out of bounds for
women, meaning decisions will have to be
taken to change that situation, the retired IAF
officer said. “"Armed forces will also have to
make further efforts on worklife infrastruc-
ture and mechanisms for maternity policy,

"he sald.

long-term path to rise up the ranks, rhlldmmwwm smdmmmkn
The NDA offers great early career train-  rlafor
ing, leadership g and ex;x will upgr

Inside the human-made” hunger
crisis in Gaza: scale, causes, effects

EXPLAINED
INTERVIEW

JONATHAN FOWLER

AT LEAST 32 Pualestinians were killed and 200
infured in Rafah over the last week, after thou-

e of th o aid

sperate for food,
distribution sites operated by Gaza Human-
itarian Foundation (GHF), an NGO backed by
the US and Israel
Gaza had been under a total blockade for

ACUTE FOOD INSECURITY IN GAZA

What is UNRWA's role currently in Gaza?

UNRWA is not banned from operating in
Gaza as the law prohibits operations only in
Istael's ign territories, UNRWA is the

W Emergency

f by level of food

,May 11 to Sep
W Catastrophe®

largest humanitarian agency working in the

Strip; it has 12000 members there; the rest
of the UN system has 300.

It also has a large logistical network in-

for aid. It has set

The of
in Gaza for survival needs is 500 to 600 per
day. There is a lot of uncertainty around the

ASTRONOMERS HAVE spotted astaract-  The findings almost three months until last week. The UN
ingunlike any other ever observed. Itun- Whﬂc' the emission of radio waves Relief and Works Agency for Palestinian
leashes a curious combination of radio  fromthe newly is similar Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA) has said it
waves and X-rays, maklng it an cxonc loxhr: wvmmmﬂy 10 other known ex- cannot work with the GHF. Jake Wood, head of
member of aclass of cok itis the only one send- GHE, quit on May 25, saying its work was not in
|dcnnﬁrdonlylmyurngu ingoulx—rayxxm\ilmmnlmphynm accordance with principles”.
The star, known as ASKAP1832-0911,  and study co-author Nanda Rea of the

is Jocated in the Milky Way galaxy about  Instit f Space in fami inGaza?
15,000 Inghl -years lmm Earth in the di- The researchers have some hypothe- Since the assessment of the [UN-backed |
recti Scutum, flash-  ses about the nature of this star. They said Integrated Food Security Phase Classification

inb waves  itmaybea A spinning neutron (II’C)unrouﬂmMaylZl(hcmmnnnkus
and X-ray emissions, A Ilghl-yru isthe  star with an extreme magnetic field, or y. There isa hu
distance light travels ina year, 59trillion  perhaps a white dwarf,a highly compact hunger crisis m Gau Our colleagues there

mides (9.5 trillion km).

The researchers described their find-
ings in the study, ‘Detection of X-ray
Emission from a Bright Long-Period
Ratio Transient’, published on May 28 in
the journal Nature,

stellar ember, with a chose and quick or-
bit around a small companion star in
what is called a binary system.

“However, neither of them could ex-
plain all observational features we saw,”
Wang sald

tell us that if a mother manages to get a
piece of bread, she breaks it in half to give
some to the children, and saves the rest for
tomorrow.

Even before the [January 19 to March 18]
ceasefire |between Hamas and Israel |, there

For their analysis, they data f igh he mass of were famine-like conditions in pockets of
NASA's orbiting Chandra X-ray Obser-  our Sun appur destined to end up as Gaza as the amount of aid that was allowed
vatory, the ASKAP telescope in Australia dwarfs. They eventually burnup all to enter was pitiful compared to the needs.
and other telescopes. |I\thy¢tngnthrywtnluel Gravity then The ceasefire allowed international or-

and NGOs to scale up aid to the
Long-period radio transients mruynmna'mdgum stage, eventu- q |, which helped stave
The researchers said ASKAP J1832- roughly off hunger in the initial days.
0911 belongs to a class of objects called lhedunnn' of Earth, But as soon as the blockade began [on
“fong-period radio transients,” known for The dm.-rvcd racio waves potentially March 2] and me (uscﬁrr collapsed, these
bright bursts of radio waves that appear ald h interac- he aid. No aid
every few minutes to several hours. dwarf. was allowed for nnﬂy 11 weeks, which led

This is much longer than the rapid
pulses in radio waves typically detected
from pulsars — a type of speedily rotat-

of a massive star after its death, Pulsars

white hy-
pothesised companion star, the re-
searchers said.

“The radio brightness of the object
varies a lot. We saw no radio emission
Imm the dzjlxt before November 2023,

'y 2024, we saw it become

appear, to be blink-
ing on and off on of millisec-
onds to seconds,

“What these objects are and how they

generate t their unusual signals vumm a

tery,” said astronomer Zi
of Curtin University in Australia,
thor of the study.

adau-

bright. Fewer than 30 objects
inthe sky have ever reached such bright-
ness in radio waves. Remarkably, at the
same time, we also detected X-ray pulses
from the object. We can still detect it on
the radio, but much &

to food insecurity.

This is against intemational humanitar-
ian law, One cannot starve populations as
part of a military goal (Article 54 of Addi-
tional Protocol | to the Geneva Conventions ).
Israel cannot use food as leverage to get
hostages released.

On May 26, Israel said 665 aid trucks had
entered Gaza. The head of the UN's
mem:gﬁma

needs?

Trump’s visa crackdown on Chinese

Trump's distrust of Chinese students

tellectual

actual numbers of trucks that have reached
the Strip in recent days, Before the ceasefire,
the Israeli rules for inspection were that
trucks had to arrive half-empty in Gaza. lam
not saying that is what is happening right
now, but this is a possibility.

‘Why have the UN and other aid agencies
refused to work with GHF?

Under the new distribution system, pock-
ets have been created where people can
mmcmcdlmadThh Is incompatible with
the lity, im-

We have rtptalrd)y seen the Ialhm' of

Iawsaysdtnwmmuslbcbasedonnrpm

up mobile healthcare points, its staff go from
tent to tent to treat patients,

More than 20,000 children are part of
UNRWA's ‘Back to Learning initiative, which
has play activities, psychosocial social sup-
port, basic literacy, numeracy, etc. UNRWA's
sanitation labourers collect trash and clean
refugee camps, UNRWA does not run these
camps, only provides facilities and services
inthem

UNRWA “as a whole" has been accused
dm'nhmbrlhnm’mﬂnl
it ensure that its

portional patential impact on
ants, One cannot bomb a camp full of dis-
placed people to kill five combatants, or
target aid workers, hospitals, schools.

Aid workers are also facing the hunger
crisis in Gaza. They too are losing their rela-
tives, Our colleagues have pulled the bodies
of their children from under the rubble:
some have been unable to even retrieve
the bodies.

How has Israel's ban on UNRWA's

partiality, and Independen(r Aid has to go
to people who need it, wherever they may
be. Otherwise it would exclude people who
have disabilities, who are injured, or are un-
able to move easily.
Limiting aid

lection points also risks augmenting lhc
forced displacement of the population.
People in Gaza have already been displaced
once a month on average since the start of
the war. They are being squashed into sup-
posed safe zones, which are not safe at all.

What is the situation like for aid workers
in Gaza now?

Gaza is currently the most dangerous
place in the world for aid workers, Our staff,
who are overwhelmingly I’almmun, have

The two laws passed in October 2024
came into effect at the end of January. The

ideology”.

operations and staff remain neutral?
There are solid mechanisms to deal with

people whn breach or allegedly bn:xh UN

rules,
have emcrgrd stalf have been sanctioned
depending on the nature of breaches of
neutrality,

If there are allegations against a dozen
staff members or even 50, they are not rep-
resentative of the entire organisation, which
has 30,000 people.

Last year, the Israclis made allegations
against 19 staff members. UNRWA immedi-
ately moved to suspend them, and handed
over i to the UN's Office of

first p UNRWA from in
Israel's sovereign territory. This impacted
UNRWA's operations in East Jerusalem,
which is an occupied territory in the eyes of
international law.

Visas of international UNRWA staff were
curtailed; they had to vacate the organisa-
tion's facility in East Jerusalem, Israeli author-
ities forcibly closed UNRWA schools in East

Internal Oversight Services, The Office strug-
gled to get any evidence from the Isracli au-
thorities. In nine cases, it was felt that there
was a sufficient balance of bility that
the staff may have been involved in some un-
specified breaches of neutrality, Their termi-
nation was upheld,

Jerusalem, denying around 800 students  What role can countries like India play
their right to education. inthe crisisin Gaza?

There is a fear that UNRWA clinics, on Any country that believes in the impor-
which some lans depend, will  tance of i needs to advocate
be shut dwm for international law, and decisions of the

The hich b International Court of Justice and UN General

tween UNRWA and Israeli officials, Ins se-

Assembly. to be upheld in Gaza. Multi-

been dying regularly since the of
this war. (Mare than 400 aid workers, includ-
ing more than 300 UNRWA staffers, have
been killed so far.) There is no precedent for
such a high number of UN staff being killed

verely West Bank
and Gaza UNRWA had a formal line of com-
munication with the Israeli military, which
helped in certain situations such as when
chnldu-n nccded to be evacuated from a

in any conflict since the tion was
formed in 1945,

wh v v

This does not happm now.

perfect, butit ulhcbuuys-
h l it
world will become much murrdang;-m
Jonathan Fowder is Senior Communications
Manager, UNRWA. He spoke on Zoom with
Alind Chawhan. The transcript has been
edited for length and clarity.

students: history, potential impact

over criticism that it p

terms of total numbers,

SONALGUPTA goes back to his first term. Later that year, the visas of more than  tion, against Asian-Americans, The number of Chinese students.
MUMBAL JUNE 1 1,000 Chinese nationals were revoked. ing abroad fell dramatically in 2020 due to
mmmmm_ ly, the Joe i How many Chinese students are the pandemic. Even after that, the same

FOR NEARLY a half century, Chinese stu- used the procl deny Chinese na- pcdu were not again,
dents have gone to American universities, During Trump's first term (2017-2021),  tionals visas. Formal academic ties between China political tensions between
Now, a visa crackdown under President  his administration targeted Chinese stu- The Trump | administration also put  and the US date back to 1978, when the two Chlm and the West, as well as enhanced
Donald Trump threatens the flow. dents for alleged threats to national secu- Cnnhnuslnnmm Chinese government-  countries decided to *normalise” diplo-  domestic opportunities within China. Data

On May 28, Secretary of State Marco  rity, and in ords f d the pro- matic relations, China's then  also mmn a shifting pnkrmm among
Rubio announced the USwill “aggressively  and intellectual property. motionof Chinese culture and (DA W[ S0] leader Deng ping re-  Chinese UStothe United
revoke visas for Chinese students, includ- In May 2020, Trump issued a Presi-  language — under scrutiny, quested permission for 5,000
ing those with connections to the Chinese ~ dential Proclamation saying, “The PRC's  Most Confucius Instituteshave | GLOBAL | studentsto study in the Us as Asof2023-24,2.77,398 Chinese nation-
Communist Party or studying in critical  (People's krpd:lr nl(hlm)acq\dmhn of  since shut down. part of a broader cultural alswere the US. This was a 25%
ﬁdds Hcdndmuhnfyhowmnmny wninve States technologies and in- In 2018, the Justice Department  change. President immy Carter repliedthat  decline in the number of Chinese students
tration pmpmy to itsmili-  launched the “China Initiative” to investi-  Deng id “send a h studying inthe US in the last five years. Still,
China’s ruling party, which has around 100 tary is a threat to our Nation”, and that the  gate alleged Chinese That mi di mm students from China constitute almost a
million members, or what fields of study ~ Chinese government was us(ng “some  Amongother things, it targeted Chinese and di Open Doorsproj- — quarter of all international students in the
would be targeted. Chinese students, mostly post-gr Chinese- i allegedly  ect of the US State Department. Between  US, behind only India at 20%,

China has “firmly opposed” thedecision,  students and post-d he Chi 2010 and 2019, China was the bllIest In 2023, Chinese students contributed
calling it "fully unjustified”, operate as non-traditional collectors of ln~ and military. The program ended in 2022 source of in  $14.29billion to the US economy, inchuding

ture. This was higher than the $11.8 billion
that Indian students contributed.

What could the be?

Critics of the administration’s decision
have said that membership in the CCPcan-
not be the sole ground for suspicion. For
Chinese citizens, joining the most power-
ful organisation in the country, one that
controls most private and public activity,
opens up job and business opportunities,

1t is also a means of upward social mo-
bility, and doesn't necessarily indicate total
ideological alignment.

ﬂmvucrxindemhnmlnupmd

Just mch ago, the US and China climbed
down from the steep tariffs they had im-
posed on each other,
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Editorial -
The university under attack, universities undermined
niversities are facing an unpreced - process. Mdom(hwwlmmpmdmz: further a narrow agenda and propagate
Uchalkng.“ﬂulzinlndndlechﬂa@: out of an mnsaﬂﬁsrnbymcnwimanmeasmgly
has been growing over the last three olﬁezdnmofd:wgmm:aunmypmwdzs. complex society. ‘Democratization’ via the
decades, in the United States, it has In a shotgun approach, the system produces lmzmctuh:lpngﬂwpmcessbypmpam
India needs to y faster to transition erupted since President Donald Trump took original thinkers who change the course of their instant ideas and opinions so that the imaginary
mamg@mv office in January 2025. The challenge has been ’ discipline and give society new leads. The wider is perceived to be the reality. This helps the rulers

in 2024-25, released on Friday, have so-

mething for everybody. Those with an
optimistic outlook can rejoice at the seemingly
robust growth in the fourth quarter. Pessimists
can despair over the four-year low annual growth
figure. The realist’s assessment, however, is that
there is cause for some restrained c!lebranon.
and more than a healthy dose of disapp

chhtaanlndiz‘!emmicpﬂfmm

Trump
bsllnnanamrdUnmrsltysgnmsmd
contracts. There is a move to revoke Harvard’s
tax-exempt status which will cost it a few
hundred million dollars. Harvard's President Alan
M. Garber has said that political disagreements
mmdpmemmstznnnlthmmedmml

The Q4 growth of 7.4% was considerably higher
than what was expected for the quarter, and the
fastest seen in an otherwise dismal financial year.
The main drivers were the construction sector re-
turning to double-digit growth, and the agricul-
ture sector posting a strong showing. These are
also two major employment drivers. Services,
too, continued their steady and strong
The manufacturing sector, on the other hand
grew at just 4.8%, down from 11.3% in Q4 of the
previous year. There is a reality check hiding in
the aggregate numbers, as well. The GDP growth
rate of 7.4% was achieved in large part due toa
12.7% growth in net taxes. This bump in tax col-
lections provided a statistical boost without
which growth in actual economic activity would
have come in at around 6.8%. The much-hyped
“Maha Kumbh effect’ on consumption expendi-
ture also does not seem to have materialised.
Growth in Private Final Consumption Expendi-
ture in Q4 - the Kumbh quarter — came in at 6%,
the slowest in five quarters. Capital formation,
however, grew a robust 9.4% as the government
finally sped up its sluggish capital investments.
Government officials and Union Ministers
have expressed their satisfaction at the 6.5%
growth in 2024-25, the slowest since the pandem-
ic, saying it is still the fastest among major econo-
mies, and not bad in the context of a “growth-
scarce” global environment. All of this is true.
Yet, ‘not bad’ is not nearly good enough for India.
The race is not with the rest of the world, but is
meﬁnnmkerppnmﬁ:ﬂlzmumrysgtwrg
The Modi

sights set on a ‘Viksit Bharat’ by 2047, must be
held to a higher standard in line with its aspira-
tions. If, as the Economic Survey pumts out, Vik
sit Bharat by 2047 requires

Becmszammﬁmdsxsbemgused

lnlndn,dlecmmlofmummmsoﬂnﬂzr

learning has increasingly slipped out of the hands
audzmiuwmebtmmunmdre

of Ed and the Uni Grants
Commission over the last 40 years. Academics in
India are facing challenges related to

teaching and research. The institutions they work
in do not come to their defence, as seen ina
recent case of a prestigious private university. All
this represents a shift in the fine balance in the
societal role of institutions of higher learning. The
Us. symnwasamndelmamjlneandmlhal
is being dismantled.

The inherent tension

There is an inherent tension in the social role of
universities. On one side they are required to
generate socially relevant knowledge to meet the
evolving challenges society faces while on the
other, they are expected to reproduce the
existing societal structures.

To fulfil their creative role, academia requires
autonomy. The heart and soul of creativity is
what makes societies dynamic. Unfortunately,
rulers while paying lip service to this are
hollowing it out in practice.

Autonomy enables academics to take a
long-term view of emerging social challenges,
even anticipating them. Given the accelerating
pace of change, by the time society becomes
aware of the change, it becomes too late to tackle
it. For instance, developments in Artificial
Intelligence and social media are leading to

hall for empk the issue of fake

growth of close to 8% every year for at least a de-
cade”, then India is decidedly moving very slow-
ly even if in the right direction. In his press con-

ference, Chief Economic Adviser V. Anantha
Nageswaran said India was entering a phase of
low inflation and stable growth. Stability can be
good, since it implies lower chances of growth
slowing. Yet, it also implies growth is unlikely to
accelerate significantly either. The government
needs to consider whether this is truly a satisfac-
tory situation for a itionis

Assam government’s decision to arm
civilians inst law enforcement
he decision by the Bharatiya Janata Party-

led Assam government to issue arms li-
cences to “eligible” indj [

news and the nature of war.

Autonmnyemhlcsun’mxunlmdmywbc
chall 1 and facili the ion of new
knowladg Without Galileo challenging the
Church our understanding of !heumvasewould
not have advanced. Further, comes
w‘henacz&mlcsw’lwamzwmofdzn‘awn
assumptions question them.

Academics are a product of a time-consuming

Arun Kumar

is a retired Professor
of Economics from

the catchment area, the higher the chance of
producing excellence.
Aummmyismededallthw:yduwnﬂneline.
from vested interests

Nehru
University (JNU], 3
former President of
the JNU Teachers
Association (JNUTA)
and Founding
President of the
Coerdination
Committee of
Teachers'
Associations of Dethi
(CCTAD). He i slso
the author of ‘Indisn
Economy since

dividual academics who new

push their agenda.
‘The U.S. and China have operated with a
long-_u:rm agenda which has enabled dgem.m

Imuwledge Autonomy is not just for a vice
chancellor or a director of an institute but it must
be embedded in the structure of the institutions
to enable the autonomy of functioning to
individual academics.

Autonomy enables academics to develop their
own view of their discipline which guides their
research and teaching and which helps them
resist orthodoxy and imposition so that
originality flowers. clnllmgmgonlmduxnght
to be the second nature of academics which

P pid
ideas. For this, the U.S. created a huge system of
independent universities and research institutes
and attracted talent from all over the world. This
is now being undermined by the attack on US.
universities and their faculty.

Funding and autonomy

Columbia buckled under pressure but Harvard

has stood firm and challenged the government in

court. It has received support from academics

andavulsowmum&nwhympnvne
with big

independence: includes their own institutions. While that slows on
Persisting Colonial down decision making in institutions, it results in | government fund.mg?
Disruption” (2023) more robust decisions. Authorities running these rch are ive. The
msumtlunshzvemac:emﬂmandﬁxmdm bmltyufmuvctstmneedfunabrptm
ically. Dissent is land not a across the board - in science and technology,
malaise to be eliminated. A bureaucrat or a social science and art and culture. Science and
bureaucratised academic would not understand technology is crucial for development. But so is
this and that is why such people are most often the social environment in which it
not suited to head a university. Creativity is multi-dimensional and requires a
Challenging orthodoxy produces the tension holistic view of research
between whalumvzrsmz!oughtobe'zn:l ‘what Fmdsinrhghﬁeduﬂmnm#nmbehuof
rulers expect’ of them. Heads of institutions of strings to preserve autonomy. Private sector
higher learning have to negotiate this tension and ﬁmdngmndstobeh:p]ylnﬂmdmﬁ!pmﬁt
academics are better suited for it than those with | motive and affords limited autonomy. The burden
bureaucratised mindset. then falls on public funding. This has been the
Cultivating dissent makes universities case not only in India but also in the U.S. Only a
anti-establishment while the rulers expect them liberal ruling regime can consider providing
to promote their agenda and reproduce the untied funds.
existing social relations. A feudal system would In India, since the private sector spends little
not like the birthright of the rulers to be on research, public funding is crucial. Post 1991,
challenged and a capitalist system would want public funding in India declined in per capita
dodile labour rather than aware workers who terms and starved institutions of higher
challenge the notion of ‘dollar vote’ that education. This has enabled the state to not only
undermines democracy. curb autonomy but also push its agenda by
appointing people of its own proclivity as the
anuy-hnpedmaﬂ heads of these institutions and also allowing them
The anti to limited autonomy.
mgmeswnhanalmxggnd:andlzckmgm The key role of institutions of higher learning is
confidence. They limit autonomy to help push mmrﬂzmﬂaﬂyrelzvamhmledp This
their agenda. They neither need new ideas nor requires hall hodoxy, which
va!uethun thereby downgrading the role of mkzsdremappurmbeannmbhslumnn
A y and ities and their social status. This forces This is the social tension in their role as
an anti- academics to become status quoist. ducers of societal and
establishment Both rapid technical change and mark of new k ledge. Creeping short termism has
character are create a mist of the future resulting in short led to a simplistic understanding of society and
now anathema termism and a stultified view of society’s future growing conservatism. Often the imaginary
. and the past. Complex ideas are neither masquerades as new knowledge. All this
to regimes understood nor valued and are turned into a undermines the value of universities in society
across the caricature. An ahistorical view of society is and they get hollowed out while retaining the
world with a propagated to fit the agenda of the rulers. facade and none is left to defend their autonomy.
narrow agenda Existing divides among people are exploited to This is what Harvard’s Dr. Garber pointed to.

Regulating India’s virtual digital assets revolution

ndinmnﬁnunmleadingmmnuucrypt
adoption, for the second consecutive year in
:he‘GeogaphyofCrypm report by
Chainal National Association of

iﬁsinrulmar\dvuhlenbleamsmthesnms
fraught with danger. The State government
seems to suggest that indigenous communities
living in the border areas abutting Bangladesh are
vulnerable and that armed licences would be a
deterrent and improve their personal safety and
confidence. Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma
has also insisted that these grants would not be
for people near inter-State borders in Assam. But
these caveats still do not take away from the fact
that arming specific civilian groups is liable to be
rampantly misused for acts such as vigilantism
and inter-community rivalry, as the lines bet-
ween law enforcement — which carries legal
authority and has a monopoly over armed instru-
ments — and private citizens are blurred. In a
State that has been beset with insurgent violence
and where the threat from groups such as the UL-
FA (lndepmdenl) remains, mlmducmg more
arms into civilian hands risks p further
violence and arms pmllferaunn rather than en-
suring enhanced security. Instead of arming civi-
lians, ostensibly for self-defence — a move akin to
abdicating its core responsibility - Ihe State go-
the cdlear all

its own law enforcement and secnnty presence
in these "vulnerable areas".

Itis well understood that in modern states, the
monopoly over instruments of violence will re-
main with the government and its law enforce-
ment agencies. In India, arms licences are issued
in a restricted manner as a delegated and a limit-
ed right to self-preservation to select individuals
through a stringent licensing process under the
Arms Act, 1959 and the Arms Rules, 2016. These
rules under the law preclude the provision of
such licences to larger, identified groups — where
identification itself could be fraught with the risk
of conflicts — as they not only present administra-
tive challenges but also make it difficult for the
government to license, monitor and recover fi-
rearms as the law requires it to. Arming civilian
groups, even with an intention to do so with
some stringent implementation, runs the risks of
having these weapons entering grey markets and
falling into the wrong hands, besides designating
those groups with an authority that could back-
fire on the state. nuswaszvdmlwhenszumty
forces in Chhattisgarh arming civilian groups for
protection against the Maoist threat - in the Sal-
wa Judum campaign in the late 2000s - led to
severe human rights violations and lawlessness,
before the Supreme Court of India intervened to
deem the policy to be illegal. Considering these
problems, Assam must reverse its decision.

« @

SoﬁwmmdSemceCanpama(NAsscom
report finds that Indian retail investors poured
$6.6 billion into crypto assets and predicts the
could create over eight lakh jobs by
2030. India also boasts one of the largest and
fastest-growing web3 developer cohorts.

This vibrancy may seem surprising, given the
rocky journey of crypto, known as ‘Virtual Digital
Assets’ (VDA), in India, within the domestic
and policy landscape. In May 2025, the

bsence

and VDA policy which hasmaedsgmﬁnm
challenges for regulators and market players.

India’s VDA

tightly regulated
difficult to reconcile these frameworks with the
decentralised nature of VDAs. The Reserve Bank
duﬂh(un.amedmmnicmnamof
maonetary policy, began expressing concerns
about the potennalthm:n of crypto as early as
2013, highlighting the risks associated with their
lack of authorisation from any central bank or
monetary authority. Despite this warning, the
market saw unassailed growth in India, leading
the RBI to issue a second circular in 2018, barring
financial institutions from dealing with
VDA-related entities. This restriction proved
short-lived, with the Court overtumning the
circular in 2020.

The government then turned to p

LUrvi Pathak

is a lawyer working at
the intersection of
competition Law

and technology

There Is a wide
gap between
reality and
policy, creating

VDAs under the Income Tax Act: a 1% tax
deducted at source (TDS) on VDA

:hgmmmdtthDAmdusu‘ywnhmsirglzm
of policies, and enhance

exceeding 110,000 under Section 194S and a 30%
capital gains tax under Section 15BBH which
fisallows loss offsetti ithough these
were designed to enhance y and curb
speculation, their effectiveness has been limited.
Estimates by various industry reports and
think tanks show that between July 2022 and
December 2023, Indians traded over 2103 trillion
worth of VDAs on non-compliant platforms, with
only 9% of the estimated ¥1.12 trillion in VDAs
held on domestic exchanges. Offshore trading
rm:kedhnlosso"ll&t!uurzmmtdkcud

vmhhtyovzrth:emsystml while providing

crucial inputs concerning on-the-ground issues.

lncnmnst,lndu‘smsmg policy regime,
inadvertently

country's ability to mitigate the risks presented
by VDAs, as well as tax revenues that may have
othzrvnsebeencollentd

Indian VASP p

slwpnungtharmdundmnmngnpnd.ly.

having shown a willingness to comply with

reguluionundmmpuodlem memplz.
with the

VDA tax revenue for India.
2023 and October 2024, h\dnmnadaduver

60 billion, with the nine blocked

accounting for over 60% of this trading volume.
Efforts to block access to non-compliant
platforms, such as URL blocking, had limited
success. Trade volumes on blocked exchanges
rebounded after temporary dedlines, and web

private
servas.indbymmnngmodler non-compliant
exchanges.

Role of VASPs
Guidelines by global dard-setting bodies,
such as the International Monetary Fund,
Financial Stability Board, and the Financial
Action Task Force, converge in favour of
and risk-based regulati
with i dards (a
pmussthzusumhrw:y) Hmwvzr.dlese

that is

h 1

taxation policies as a stop-gap measure while

chall for

. and

appropriate were In

market players

arVinualAsﬂSer\nce
Prwsdﬂs(VASP)l}man:sdlehndgandz)s
for regulators. These intermediaries facilitate the

Unn India has been instrumental in
strengthening alm-mmey laundering and

rors
Force (FATF). The aftermath of the devastating
hack in 2024, which wiped out $230 million,
further showcased proactive measures by Indian

Need for a framework
These possibilities signal the critical role played
by VASP: towards a safer digul asset ecosystem.
1 with their ions to national

\ulue creation and economic growth, these

platforms present a more viable and constructive
channel for funds to flow through under the
oversight of Indian regulators. To move beyond
thecummpulicynzss whaelaxnsl:wed

without ~a bal

pragmatic and future-proof regulatory framework
is necessary. India must take decisive action to
create the comprehensive legislation that the
crypeo industry requires while mitigating
associated risks.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

CDS statement, fog clears 1). The Government could The CDS has put an end to anti-national. The Centre India lost something wildlife management too.

The Chief of Defence Staff have avoided this the attempts at obfuscation | has no fig leaf now to block | significant on the first day His bond with Ranthambore

(CDS) General Anil embarrassing situation had by the Government about the demand by the of its confrontation with and his deep study and

Chauhan's statement, that it functioned transparently. losses during Operation Opposition to hold a special | Pakistan. The people have works are invaluable

an unspedified number of When losses are a part of Sindoor. When the demand | session of Parliament. the right to know the extent | contributions to the

India’s fighter jets were any combat scenario, one was raised by some Ayyasseri Raveendranath, of these "losses in the air". conservation of India's

downed during the wonders why the Opposition parties and the Aranmula, Kersla S. Ramakrishnasayee, pride, the tiger.

hostilities with Pakistan in wernment was so Leader of the Oppoesition in Chennai Monita Sutherson,

May, is sure to give reluctant to brief the nation | the Lok Sabha, the powers The CDS's silence on the Nagercoil, Tam Nadu

ammunition to the on the subject. that be tried to confuse the extent of India's losses Valmik Thapar Letters emailed to

Opposition parties and their | Kshirasagara Balaji Rso, country and, worse, labelled | raises more questions than The passing of i indu.co.in

earlier claims (Page 1, June | Hyderabad the Opposition as answers. It is clear that Valmik Thapar is a loss for must carry the postal address.
() a | S0 - » » -
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GDP tunnel-vision could prove
costly: Let's redefine prosperity

This measure doesn't capture inequality and its maximization often rewards activities that hurt democracy and the planet

KAUSHIK BASU

Is a professor of economics at Comell
University and a former chief economic adviser
to the Government of Indka,

nmainstream economics, description is
tinely treated as secondary to analysis, Label
ling a work as'purely descriptive’ conveys dis-
missiveness, Yet, as Nobel lauw peonomist
Amartya Sen observed in a seminal 1980
paper, every act of description involves chol
ces. Whether we are describing a historical event,
an individual or a country, what we choose to
Include and what
we leave out can be critical. Description shapes
perception. And perception, in turn, can pro-

foundly influence behaviour,
Describing the sta

the conversation: gross dox

nomicwell-being.

As Diane Coyle noted in her 2014 book on the

ts emergence marked a watershed
making.
by Simon Kuznets in the early I
hmu;,'m much-needed rigour to policy debates.
Politickans could no longer simply point to tall
buildings as evidence of progress (though many
wday, assessing a country's economic
performance over time means tracking the growth

history of GDF
moment in economic polic

still do}

ofits GDP.

Tobe sure, there are other ways Lo assess
national well-being, such as the United Nations
Human Development Index and the World Bank's
or. But when it comes
to determining whether one economy is outper-
forming another, GDP (or GDP per capita) remains

shared prosperity indic

the default benchmark.

While GDF has undoubtedly played a valuable
role in modern economies, its limitations are

Increasingly difficult to ignos

Over time, it has become an end in itself, ena-
bling politicians to use growth figures as a conve-
nient distraction from persistent soclal and eco-
nomic fractures. Growing unease with GDP-cen
tric policy thinking was powerfully articulated in
UN Secretary-General Antdnio Guterres’s 2021
report Our Common Agenda, which urged global
policymakers to embrace a broader set of progress

indicators.

Asan economic indicator, GDP has three key

weaknesses,

First, by focusing solely on a country’s total
Income, it can create the illusion of widespread
prosperity, even when inequality is rising. GDP

as a majority becomes
waorse off. As Joseph E. Stiglitz put it in his 2010

per capita can rise even a:

rof a country's ecos 1y
Is a complicated task. In the past, scholars wrote
lengthy volumes debating whether one country
was doing better than another, But over time,
globally, a single measure has come to dominate
astie product, or GDP
for short, which represents the value of all goods
and services produced within a country in a given
year. With some adjustments, it also approximates
the population’s total income, It is an astonishingly
concise metric, often used as shorthand for eco

my

Developed
. GDPhas

less.
phe medal count
ally benefits,

who may h

book Freefall,” Alarger pie does not mean every-
one-oreven most people-gets a larger slice.” But
maost people may celebrate GDP growth nonethe-
much like they cheer their country’s Olym-
without i

This concern was highlighted by the Commis.
sion on the Measurement of Economic Perform
ance and Social Progress, which was established in
2008 by then-French President Nicolas Sarkozy
and included Joseph Stiglitz, Amarty:
other prominent economists, Its final report called
for incorporating measures like income distribu
tion and inequality into GDP.

The second weakness of G|
zation often rewards activities that
democratic governance, Being super-rich, after
all, involves more than just owning more cars,
mansions, planes and yachts, Extreme wealth,
especially in the age of soclal media and AL also
means having a louder voice and disproportionate
influence over how people think.

In traditional socleties, when a feudal lord
entered avillage council meeting, ordinary people
ve been arguing and pleading for prosperity.

whoactu- [ bill

Senand

P Is that its maximi

change just moments earlier would fall silent, That
same dynamic is now playing out on a global scale.,

Aswealth becomes concentrated in fewer hands,
and as a handful of online platforms shape what
finternet users see and hear, many are
discovering that they are losing their voice—the
most essential instrument of democracy.

Clearly, the time has come to develop new meas
uresof national progress that do not strengthen
the forces threatening democracy. As US Supreme
Court Justice Louls Brandeds famously warned,
“We can have democracy in this country, or we can
have great wealth concentrated in the hands of a
few, but we can’t have both.”

l astly, GDP can be inflated at the expense of

We canand do boost GDP

gnmlhln engaging in activities that damage
the environm
leaving our descendants with a scorched earth,

Given this, merely acknowledging the urgency
ofclimate action ks no langer enough.

To ensure a sustainable future, we must reform
our most prominent measure of economic welfare
50 that sustainability is central to how we define

and accelerate climate change,
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The success of Al gadgets will
depend on how they ease lives

These gizmos have been overhyped so far but that could change

CATHERINE
Is a Bloomberg Opinion columnist covering
Aslatech

HORBECKE

here are all the artificial intelli

gence (Al) consumer gadgets?

Evena year ago, it seemed tech
companies were working to incorporate
the technology into every physical device,
from coffee makers to vacuum cleane
making'Al-powered’ hardware seem like
It would soon be as ublquitous as 'battery-
powered’ electronics,

Typically, tech conferences offer aglim-
mer ofthese futuristic toys, Not all of them
end up hitting the market, but it's where we.
can dream a lttle about new pocket devices
or household robots taking on a greater
role inourlives.

Soitwasalittle disappointing last week
at Asia’s biggest artificial intelligence con
ference, Taiwan's Computex, tofind hardly
any mention of consumer g tech.
Most keynotes focused on enterprise appli-
cations of Al such as agents or automated
manufacturing. Walking around the
exhibitors” hall, the only thing that caught
my eye were wireless computer mice
shaped like cats.

Afew things seem to have changed. For
starters, lln re’s the reality that hardware

Can Jonathan Ive and OpEnAI ne|p flip the
fortunes of Al hardware? A

cautionary tale of the false promises of
these gadgets.

But that doesn’t mi
consumer products is not on its way,
OpenAl made a major announcement last
week that it is working with legendary
iPhone designer, Jony Ive, to launch some-
thing that takes Al into the physical realm
for consumers. But even the might of
OpenAl's technology and Ive's design
prowess make whatever it is they have in
mind a far-from-certain bet.

There were perhaps some lessons for the
future of such devices from the gathering
in Talwan, During his keynote speech,
Qualcomm CEO Cristiano Amon sakd that
Almm[nm-n.m .ﬂapluu‘wh«c ﬂm will

hework of lopersto
make them appeal to consumers, The
iPhone, for example, didn't take off right
mw itwaslaunched, But it became essen-

s the future of A

£ Presents. Iy different
wwfph\m.n.hmlk-rm(m omparedtotin
kering with Al software. And a global trade
war also makes it a risky time to launch a
new gadget when it's unclear if consumers.
are interested. Companies also may be
starting to pick up on the fact that while
Wall Street is awash with global hype on an
Alboom, it lsn't exactly a selling point on
Main Street.

If anything, some of the executives
speaking at the conference threw cold
water on the next generations of these
Al-first consumer products,

Asustek Computer co-chief executive
officer Samson Hu told Bloomberg Neus
that it will take another year or more for
Al-powered PCs togo mainstream because
the technology lsn't quite there yet and
macroeconomic uncertainty is impacting
people’s spending. There have been few
compelling use cases for Al PCs so far,
despite the mountain of promotion.

Meanwhile, the graveyard of Al hard
ware that was supposed to transform our
Hves Is already growing. The Humane Al
Pinwearable device—launched last year to
much hype about how it was going to
replace the smartphone—got brutal
reviews and turned out to be a fire hazard.
The startup, run by two former Apple
employees, stopped selling its Al Pin earlier
this year and was sold for parts,

The Rabbit Rl assistant [a stand-alone
hand-held Al assistant device] is another

1y people because of the myr
Luiapps developers built on top of it that
we now use 10 hail tais, order food or move
around new cities. *Really, the developer
ecosystem s going to make thisshift to Al
PCS” Amon said, He's right, and the same
Is true beyond just Al computers,

For any revolutionary Al hardware
device, especially a smartphone killer, the
more that global developers lead the
charge to meet peoples’ needs and solve
small everyday problems, the more likely
they are to succeed.

In this economy, maybe that doesn't
mean repackaging the same old gadgets
withshiny new Allabels. It means iterating
and perfecting real use cases that incorpo-
rate the buzzy technology into devices and
make our lives easier. And this will inevita-
bly be a collective effort.

Alls already transforming our world in
small ways, [ find asking ChatGPT to
quickly translate phrases for me while on
the go alifesaver when | need to navigate s
newcountry. But I hardly want to shell out
money tocarry around a new device simply
toaccess ChatGPT.

The more the techindustry triestoskap
Alonto everything and market it asa pana
ced for all our problems, the more 1 get a
snake-oll salesman ick.

The future of Al hardware won't come in
a magical new gadget, it will be built by
tackling these tasks one-by-one and no
atonce. CBLOOMBERG

Our growth and urban planning: On different planets

RAJRISHI SINGHAL

Is a senior journalist and author
of 'Slip, Stitch and Stumble: The
Untold Stery of India's Financial
Sector Reforms'
@vajrishisinghal

etro stations in Athens are like
archaeological museums, featuring
pottery shards and other artefac
discovered during excavations. Moscow
subway stopsare like art galleries, grandiose
and distinctive, adorned with ornate chan-
deliers and striking murals. Mumbai's
recently iInaugurated mid-town metro sta-
tion, in contrast, turned into a water-world

Yet, there was a common link between
that statement and Un- llnndlnu vplsudi'
Subrahmanyam
gun (we'll know if the |Iltumllﬂ'lllu)lll) has
overtaken Japan's only once the current
year Is over), a precipitate action like the
metro station being pressed into service
before it was made rain-proof. The episode
also underscored the death of irony: officlals
attributed the flood to untimely monsoon
downpours despite common knowledge
that a coastal city like Mumbai witnesses
heavy rainfall for four months

But it ks not just Mumbal
day saw Delhl reeling under the season's first

on 26 May, withth s first d

fNooding its concourse and platforms. This

embarrasingincident symbolizes problems
11

« with streets and underpasses
fooded. A few days earlier, unseasonal May
rainfall fluudvd large parts of Bengalury

with India’s haphazard
official approach to Infrastructure build-up.
Morecritically, it highlights laxity in recog-
nizing the effects of climate change.

What made the incident doubly discon-
certing were proclamations by Nitl Aayog
CEOB.V.R. Subrahmanyam that the Indlan
economy had become the world’s fourth-
largest. The incongruity between that state
ment and the lived experience of Mumbai
commuters and Indians coping with sub-par
infrastructure elsewhere was striking.

perty and caus-
ing lnrgv—,«'.\h- economic losses, City after
city in India suffers from the same problems
every year, and yet the political or adminis-
trative classes seem either helpless in solving
such well-known problems or incapable of
preventing thedr recurrence.
1t is also a fact that climate change m,

both timing and precipitation. Yet, infra-
structure projects—whether it is roads or
metro station walls—routinely fail to take
this into account.

This anomaly sits uneasily with India's
growing urbanization: about 40% of the
population lives in urban areas, with many
experts claiming that the

this section usually getsthe short end of the
stick, With little or no access to water, waste
collection mechanisms, modern sanitation
systems or health facilities, this cohort suf-

fers the harshest impact of climate change
and extreme weather events. Yet, the coun-
try's big-budget urban build-up seems to

ignore thelr needs,

number may be closer t A Nitl Aayog report
Whor b oy EVErY MONSOON it ronsing
latauncertainty hasarisen H Capacity in India ascrib

ey et Isareminderof Svicvsias
resde n mtormal whet. U diivergence
ters, invisible to the formal between what  asthe state and city gov-
gaze but most vulnerable = emmentscontinue tosolve
u'» nrih.m l.;llun-siuﬁu-r} cities need and :nhun I»’um In:{lrrﬁghb
city depends on this s i B ng mode, urban areas
tion for the delivery of their bu]ld-up Of struggle to achieve 'basic
multiple services, but is = services for all'.. India's
typically blind to their  INfrastructure  urbanstory maybe lauded

Income, education, hous-
Ingorhealth needs. Worse
they are not covered by any labour laws and
usually do not have any rights. In the trian-
gulation ht-m(‘-n v .mnm interest Broupsin

altered weather patterns, but
notseem to have taken this into lm-nrcalm—
lations. Mumbai's monsoons, for example,
are getting Increasingly erratic in terms of

an urban s
class and those employ, td in lh(‘ﬁxnlulsﬂ -
tor, |hu|mlllluhh\\ bureauc Fats, munic-

pal andr

globally or suffer irreversi-

ble damages in the next
10-15 years depending on corrective policy
measures and actions taken at the begl
ningofthisdecade.” Written in Septembe
2021, the lack of any remedial action since
then is already manifesting itself across

The reportalso points toalack of qualified
urban planners in the state planning machin-
ery: against 12,000 town planners required at
all levels then, there were less than 4,000
sanctioned posts, with half of those lying
vacant, What the report fails to mention,
though, is that state governments have
Largedy outsourced urban planning to real-es-
tate developers and infrastructure contrac
toes. Projects are designed, finalized and ex:
cuted based on interests divergent from user
interests. Thiswas amply evident in Mumbai
over the past 36 months after the city's
municipal corporation, under guidance from
the state government instead of formal urhan
governance structures, unleashed multiple
construction projects that choked city traffic
and worsened alr quality.

The Smart Cities mission was concelved
about 10 years ago, though there s still little
clarity about what makes cities 'smart’ and
whether any city has actually become any
smarter, Problems of urbanization in India
have also been well documented along with
solutions. The smart thing would be to
implement some of those suggestions
immediately, especially those that will make
cltles not m\h more u‘mp.nln tic, but .llsn
i

multiple malfunctions, collapses and avoid-

able disasters.

econc
'm\-nnv m-ulu-r events.




12

NEW DELHI
MONDAY
JUNE 02, 2025

HT oo

OPINION

Bmdnslan Times

ESTABLISHED IN 1924 —

{ OUR TAKE |
Projecting the
right message

CDS's comments on Operation Sindoor point to
need for a nuanced communication strategy

hief of Defence Staff (CDS) General Anil

Chauhan’s comments on tactical mistakes that

led to the loss of an undisclosed number of

fighter jets during Operation Sindoor — India’s
strikes on terror and military installations in Pakistan
and Pakistan-occupied Kashmir (PoK) following the
terror strikes at Pahalgam — are significant. That's
because of the communication strategy, or the lack of
one, that is evident in the comments. It is not clear why
the first explicit admission of fighter jet losses had to
come in an interview given overseas to two foreign
news agencies.

From the first briefing, the messaging from India
has been that all the pilots were safe, which suggested
that reports of jet losses were not untrue, That jets
would be lost is understandable in a conflict of this
nature— one where the Indian Air Force (IAF) took on
the challenge of taking out targets deep inside
Pakistan. It was assumed that once the heat and the
dust of the battle was over, IAF would share details of
how many jets were lost, and how.

Instead, in response to a question that he and his
handlers must have known would be coming, the CDS

Transforming India’s
innovation ecosystem

The building blocks are
clear — world-class
talent, robust
infrastructure, strong
industry-academia
linkages, and catalytic
public procurement
lassical growth models

lion. The number of IPR receipts have
doubled from 0.7 to 15 llion. Thus,
themlsamdtpphehunplm

Teceipts,
Auhrwnrumc global dynamics

tor students, ensuring knowledge
transfer and ecosystemn development.

‘We also need to build the requisite
infrastructure for an innovation eco-

areshifiing,
cutting hmdlnz for research depar-
ments and universities. In the US, wen-

Unlven(yam the Trump administra-
ton, Norins on student visss are also
becoming stricter in developed coun-
mn This uan opportune time for
forward

ever, we have not yet fully Ievenud
our innovation potential,

India’s research and development
(R&D) asa tage of
gross domestic product (GDP),
remains around 0.7% —in
son, ItIs 5.2% for South Korea. 2.6% for
China. and 3.6% for the US. To bridge
this gap, the U lakh crore R&D fund
announced in July 2024 and the fund
of funds for deep tech announced (n
February 2025 must be operational-
isod o the carfiest.

‘Whik we are granting more patents
than ever — over 100,000 granted in
2023-24 — most of them remain

spoke not just of jet losses, but also tactical }
that were corrected in subsequent strikes. Again, itis
not clear why this admission had to be made now, and
toforeign news ies. Everyone, includi
international experts who have pored over detailed
satellite imagery, admit that India was the clear
winner in the battle, and inflicted significant damage
on key Pakistani military installations. That is the only
message that needs amplification.

New Delhi has also sought to take the high moral
ground after —sending outreach teams to various
corners of the world to share its position on how
Pakistan-sponsored terrorism necessitated Operation
Sindoor, and how it is difficult for India to discuss
anything else with that country. including water
sharing, as long as it continues to foster, encourage,
support and sponsor terror groups targeting India. To
admit to tactical mistakes — even if only to make the
point that they were corrected and India went on to
inflict more damage on Pakistani military installations
—atthis stage seems to be not just a case of bad
timing, butalso poor communication.

“History™, says a quote attributed to several people,
most notably Winston Churchill, “is written by the
victors™, But in this day and age, they are not going to be
able todo that without getting their communication
strategy right.

A train of hope, from
Jammu to Mumbai

nany other context, a train carrying produce from
one region to another may make for humdrum
imagery, but when it is one from Jammuand
Kashmir, carrying cherries to Maharashtra, itevokes
expectations centred on multiple possibilities. One, it
opens up the market for horticulture farmers from the
Union Territory, not just in fruits such as cherries,
apples, apricots, and even Ladakh’s sea buckthorn
berries, but also for a wide variety of flowers. Fora
region whose horticulture potential has not been fully
tapped due to lack of market access — despite linkages
that have come up in the past couple of decades —
access to new markets railwaysisa
significant boost, and one that hastens its integration
with the Two, it drastically
reduces transport time — from J&K to Mumbai in less
than 35 hours compared to the six to seven days taken
by road transport — facilitating less deterioration in
the quality of perishables, and thereby, better
realisation of prices. This is especially significant given
the cold storage capacity in the UT is a small fraction
of just its annual apple production, let alone other
fruit. Three, it takes a significant load off the highways
and city roads, freeing these up for other traffic.
There are, of course, much broader implications for
the UT. With the tertiary sector of its economy — it
contributes over 60% to its gross domestic product —
being largely tourism-driven, there is an urgent need
todiversify. Horticulture already contributes close to
10% of the UT's GDP and the potential for expansion,
especially exotic vegetables besides fruits such as
apricots, plums, and cherries, is immense. With the
railways set to connect the Kashmir Valley with the
rest of India soon, the cargo train transporting
produce from Jammu to Mumbai is, hopefully, the
harbinger of things to come. Economic integration
with easy market access will boost J&K's political

A study by the

We need toattract and retain
talent, and we need the infra-
tructure,

s X
Existing schemes, such as

and the Global Initiative for
Academic Networks.

scope. We need to think big

and bring the best Indian

minds back t India. A dedicated
national programme with two tracks
can.;n'elpdoml& Under Track | we
shou

(GIA Amitabh
are extremely limited in Kant

Mmuu academic institutes are one
avenue. Advanced testing facilities and
labs across sectors should be estab-
lished, inand around clusters, in part-
nership with educational institutes.
Our experience with digital public
Infrastructure (DPT) and
open-access data provides a
solid foundation. Take, for
instance, the compute clus-
ters being provided under
the IndiaAT Mission. Similar
models can be explored in
tech areas,
If we are to become a

our students go abroad 1o study In
(umnam.nu-mm:ux.m
Canada.

tralia, and

sphere. Our socioeconomic challen-
ges require nnovative solutions witha
public India the lead

ight mtmum

hat will define the

student visas, Immigration routes are
also becoming stricter post-cducation.
While we spend of thou-

future — Al quantum computing,
green hydrogen. and semiconductors
— through thi h. Grand chal-

sands of dollars on education, an aker-
native could h lo-wuﬂhucw

Im'lcunphy-nutyhndcma-
aspect, With outcome-based tenders

India Momsh Unlwr«y in Aullnll:

L4
sity (NYU) set up campuses in Abu
Dhabi and Shanghai. These universi-

Juct nation, lha\ the gap
cen and
industrial research needs to be
bridged. There are several successful
models worldwide. The Warwick

from the workd's top 300 universities.
These researchers should be required
to spend six months of the year in
India for the next five years. A startup
grant of $1 million can be provided ©
set up research labs or projects. The
goal should be to build Jocal capacity.
Track 2 can focus on offering sabbati-
mnmmmw-upm

the last decade, payments for intellec-

Group (WMG) Is a
ploncering example. Based at the Uné-
versity of Warwick, it brings together
researchers and Industry, innovating
across sectors such as auto, health
care, and batieries, among others.
Not just induserial research, but the
centre offers academic degrees at all
Tovels, degree ingemships, and hosts a
skills-centre. This can serve as
potential moded for India to emulate
in leading institutes or Institutes of

with the

with buy-back com-

mitments, the government can send

stroag market signals and reduce tech-

To emerge as a true innovation

leader, India must act with umrmy
and ambiton. The buslding

clear — world-class talent, roblm

industry. insti-
tutes 1o establish and scale up opera-
tons. This would aliow Indka to retain
talent first, but also attract students
from the Global South.

Apart from playing an enabling
rok, governments worldwide have

mia linkages, and catalytic pul
mrmlem.mse«epsmll neip Ilm
transition from being a consumer of
Fohu technologies to a developer of
rontler solutions. Tmnslotmlng
India's innovation ecosystem needs

also given a boost 1o the

policy

of
v
technology. The US' Defence Advanced
nmthmm(mmu
a pertinent example. DA

breakthroughs Flwlht internet and
GPS, for instance. The Union govern-
mentcan phiy a smikir role, catalysing

and ‘prise.
Thisis not a time for incrementakism,
We need 10 act boldly, and privase
ol o must be at the heart of this
tran: ion.

Amitabh Kane & It 's G20 Sherpa and

tual property rights (IPR) have
increased from $4.8 billion 1o $i4 bil-

These
supported by grants of $100.000, -mh
annual top-ups. These researchers
shouid be required 10 engage and men-

Eminence,

Innovations into real-worid solutions.

Sformer CEO of NITI Aayog. The views

Fach year. hundrods

in the s

expressed ore persinal
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‘Shashi Shekhar

India’s development story
and the PM’s contribution

eat your bread or I am ready with
bullets).”
These words uttered by Prime Mimmr

‘ hain ki zindagi fio, roni khao warna
‘ meri goli to hal i (Live peacefully,

governance.

While working as an RSS pracharak and
fater as a BJP functionary, he always felt
there was a serious lack of coordination
between the organisation, mrnnm and

Bhei

ZHANG XIAOGANG

\.l
China’'s ¢

ned forces will work with

other countries in the region to

oppose hegemonism harming the

Asia-Pacific re

(PM) Narendra Modi ina
the border district of Bhuj went vlml
throughout the country and the globe. His
detractors may insist that the discourse
resembled Hindi film dialogues, but messa-
ges like these fill a large section of Indians
with pride.

Was it a coinddence that it was the day
PM Modi completed 11 years in office in
Delhi? He will complete the first year of his
third term next week. Last Jupe 9, when he
assumed office, his opponents were gloating,
They felt a golden opportusity was just

the comer to snatch the crutches the
NDA allies provided to the BIP that was
short of a simple majority in the Lok Sabha,
A year later, (hldunm-holluwulddiv
tant, Consider the Wagf bill
espite reluctance from lh! NDA allies,
the Janata Dal (United) and Telugu Desam
hm lhc BJP neither backed down nor

ring th

mRXImlamrymlhqvwas
destruction and chaos. Realising that things
were getting out of hand, PM Atal Bihari Vaj-
payee and the home minister, LK Advani,
made Mod| the state chief minister as he was
a veteran of the state party unit and had vast
experience working in the state.

Till then, Modl wasn't even a legislator and
had no experience in governance. Yet his pri-
oritles and focus were clear. He devoted his

8l
tion of the devastated areas. Resources were
the and
of the state bureaucracy were chan-
nelled, and the victims of the tragedy were
taken on board,

If you visit Dholavira, 136 kilometres from
the district headquarters of Bhuj, you will
find tarred roads amidst white sands of the
desert, tanks for water supply. schools. and

its stance. Modi has
crafted his communication and ad ministra-
tive style assiduously and with great
patience.

1 you have any doubts, please look at his
years In power since 2001 to date. He has
kept using a language that establishes him as

a straight-shooting and strong leader among
his voters. ‘l‘nﬁluuulms may frown on his
style. but in a democracy, voters decide
what's ascceptable or not. What can be a big:
ger stamp of approval than that Modi hasa't
lost a single clection to date?

Butdon't be under any ilusion that Modi
succeeds merely through self-projection, As
a PM, he has made some landmark moves,
He has convinood the citizens that he is com-
mitted to their welare round the clock by
initiating the world’s largest food distribu-
tion scheme, a phenomenally expanded road
and railway network, the indigenisation of
armament production, Gati Shakti, Ayush-
man schemes and many others. He has given
special attention 10 women and the deprived
sections of soctety. Naming a milkary action
s Operation Sindoor was perfect messaging,
conveying the task and its import while
touching women's hearts, This is the first
time that we have an established security
policy, and on the domestic front, Maoksm is
being dealt a final body blow,

As far as the security on our border and

y of our nation is concerned, Modi is
the first PM who has shown remarkable
alacrity in rxpmdhg !hc road nnd rnimy
bor-
der. 1 would un tomentiona hudhnelhnl

appeared kast week. Mizoram's capital. Alz-
awl, is now connected by rail. Till now. four
out of scven state capitals in the Northeast
are connected with the railways. In Uttara-
khand. work to extend the railway line to
Badrinath s moving at a fast . Some of
lhcsc plans were conceived by the earlier
the present government

shov«d a willingness and urgency to com-
plete them. It's a unique blend of holistic

poles. Even in the remote desert
areas of Kutch, soldiers are provided with tap
water, which was once considered impossi-

ble

Modi brought the same work culture to
the seat of the central government in Delhi.
Before him. the reglonal keaders would try o
mould themsetves 10 the standards of urban-

India’s cities deserve more
than token decentralisation

€74t G At
(CAA) that came Into force on June |,
1960, promised Loinstituticnalise demo-

Unionand
g ULGslack olover ane
functions like planning, water supply, sanits-
(bn.l-msdn; -Mmmmlnmnryqﬂu.

dmmnll-mnmlnﬂhsmlu
Whrnlhrml inPa
1991, th of objects

up high-
er-level approval, ULGs hawve been reduced o
sons of state Th

Urban Local Gi NGs)

ineflicts e

and inad-

= Water
streets, [l d

dar
(qmle dwnlumn of powers,

overcrowded transport. and a deterforating

hdmwmhlhmnmdmﬁm
municipal corporation in Madras (now Chen-
nai). The 74th CAA p

India can no longer afford a business-as-
usual approach o urban governance. To

chlane the

y city govern-

and particiy

ments by g

Over

ful-

that promise
rlcdmue n lmu m.mrn spieit.
4th

Measure, Map, and Mandate.
L Trfumm ministry of housingand

Ity and eiquette set by the British-infl
Lutyens Delhi dite. Modl was a stark con-
trast, presenting himself as a symbol of Indi-
anness and has been steadfast (n his
approach. We can debate that Vajpayee and
Deve Gowda 100 maintained an Indian exte-
rior, However, they failed to project the req-
uisite energy. Modl's style connects with
Indians and creates a unkjue persona inter-
nationally,

Here, a question arises: Did former PMsdo
any good? Sure, many major landmark
actions have been achieved. but never have
so many people been enamoured of a leader
for so long. Modi knows it is necessary to
show a report card (o the citizens periodi-
cally w maintain thelr morale. The Mana ki
Baat outreach programme on the radio was
one such experiment that maintained his
constant connect with the masses.

However, there are many promises and
Initiatives that come under heavy criticism.
Hum-cddnnnyw:rmun.mun

mdmmmm

offiered a forward-looking bhsepeint. it CAG andits 02020, there was
fell short of anticipating the instity- 80 authoritative data of the 74th
tional demands of lange cities in alib- Amendment implementation. In con-
eralising economy. trust, the ministry of Panchayati Raj

Ichia huss witnessed has conducted seven assessments
economic growth and urbanisation since the 73rd CAA and tracks pan-
from 1991-92 to 2024-25,. The GDP Santosh chayat performance viaa Panchayat
Thasgrown 15-fold from §270 billion to Nargund Development Index. MoHUA and
over $3.7 trilion. The Union govern- arg state Urban Development Depart-

600 crore 10 W2,576 cron.uTtlw'
urban population surged from 217 mdlion 1o an
il .

ments (L
measure and monitor decemralm
tion in real-time. linking data to reform-ori-

bally in urbanisation, with nearty 37% of its
population IME; in 8500 urban centres,

rbdmmm!ammmﬁmmk
clearly Stai

Y
By 2080,

s must

expected o contribute 75%of the GDP. Several
states have also investod Ly n urban
Infrastructure over the past decade. Yet, local
reforms have kagged behind this
development push. Without empowered,
governments, lndia’s

.\M deh-u-corxm Recently, news lppnurd
that India became the fourth largest econ-
amy in the world, leaving behind Japarn: now
it s 10 go past Germany to become the third
largest cconomy. Some experts think that it
would take some more time before we go
past Japan’s economy. but does this nit-pick-
ing matter? The fact is, as the last week's
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) report indicates,
we remain m of the fastest growing large
economies workl.

Ilsclezrlhuhlﬂas&vdomwmsu’yis
on course despite many challenges, and we
can't deny Modi's mlelnIL

mnmm-wm by 2047 will
remain clusive.
A

o

excessive control and elnpower
ULG; with policy. finance, knowledge and
resources. Elected councils and mayors

mmmmtmlﬁumum
clesoperating in thelr cities.

Mandate: The Centre must initiate a second
wave of constitutional reforms to strengthen
the 74th CAA — closing existing lbopholesand

P

uTu-rAA

metros,

AGof Tndia &

mmmlyhm‘ﬂriﬁ«&)fwmm
have been

olution of f . time-bound elections;

Shanak stabd

under the C
fully devolved to ULGs, Over 60% ULGs kacked
dected councils. &at Finance Commissions

nue streamsand formula-based hl‘ﬁ‘li:"";
must specily mayoral tenures,

ULGsface Tevenue
65% shortf ding.and a42%
irurc gap. Ci The74th
in planning and budgeting is minimal. with  promise. It's time we honour it.
ard defunct

Union

Santosh Nargund 13 head of participamry gwn-

ent and security. Sheshi Shekhar is editor-in-chicf, Hindustan. ity P ance at. entre for Ci
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Aircraftlosses

Govt should take a cue from CDS's admission

HIEF of Defence Staff (CDS) Gen Anil

Chauhan has indicated that Operation

Sindoor was not a smooth, flawless affair.

India did suffer aircraft losses, even

though the country’s political leadership
has remained evasive. According to the CDS, “we were
able to understand the tactical mistakes” and do
course correction quickly. His honest admission takes
nothing away from the success of Operation Sindoor.
In fact, it shows that India's armed forces were not at
all rattled by carly reversals; instead, they regrouped
innotime tostrike deep inside Pakistani territory and
inflict heavy damage. Gen Chauhan has stopped short
of specifying how many Indian jets were downed,
though he has described Pakistan's claim of shooting
down six as “absolutely incorrect”,

The Opposition, particularly the Congress, has
been urging the government to clear the air on this
contentious issue, but to no avail. At a media briefing
on May 11, the day after the ceasefire was announced,
the Indian Air Force'’s Director General of Air Opera-
tions, Air Marshal AK Bharti, acknowledged that “loss-
es are a part of combat” and all IAF pilots had returned
home safely. He left it at that, thus keeping the vell of
secrecy intact. It is apparent that the government is
not keen on making these details public, perhaps fear-
ing that this would take the shine off India’s fierce
response 1o the Pahalgam terror attack.

There is no quarrel with Prime Minister Narendra
Madi's argument that Operation Sindoor is the biggest
and most sful anti-4 in the
nation’s history. However, brushing an uncomfortable
factunder the carpet betrays a disturbing disregard for
transparency. The government must tell the nation
about the losses in no uncertain terms and set up a
probe committee to figure out how and why things
went wrong. This will surely help the armed forces
learn lessons and avoid a repeat.

Covid surge
Calm vigilance needed, not panic

HE sudden 1,200 per cent surge in Covid-19
cases in India over the past week — rising
fromjust 257 to over 3 305 active cases — and
the death of a few patients in this period call
for more than a passing glance. While the
Indian Council of Medical Research ICMR) and Workd
Health Organisation (WHO) stress that the current wave,
driven by Omicron sub-variants LE7, XFG, JN.1, and
NR\ 8.1, remains mostly mild, the spike across Kerala,
1 Delh

beignored. Despite reas-
surances, experience has taught us the price of underes-
early nd Mid can mutate.

Immunity may wane. And healthcare, especially inrural
pockets, remains vulnerable. While there is no need to
panic, the complacency that has crept into the public
psyche with masks and testing nearly forgotten, is risky.
What is reassuring is that both the ICMR and the
WHO confirm that the existing vaccines remain effec-
tive against the newer strains, Notably, the WHO has
classified LE7 and NB.1 8.1 as "variants under monitor-
ing”, adding that the current data does not show
increased severity of infections. But science can only
#o so far without community cooperation. The
response must now l'ncu: on ramping up lurwllhm
Pro-

under the [ Disease Sur
1y and mak-
tnx ((-mng oa\-ul)k- again. Punjab’s d«-mlm 1%
testing is a wel step, lly as past

trends suggest surges in Delhi often precede those in
the neighbouring regions. Other states must follow suit
rather than wait for the numbers to climb.

Letthis serve as a reminder: vigilance need not be
alarmist, but silence in the face of spikes iscarelessness.
India has time to respond judiciously if it acts now A
mask, atest, a jab — these are still our best defence.

More misses than hits for Congress

The party has been raising pertinent questions, but has failed to wrest the initiative

AJAY K MEHRA
POLITICAL SCIENTIST

was inevitable that the
Pahalgam terror attack and
Operation Sindoor would
trigger & political slugfest
between the Centre and the
main Opposition party, the Con-
gress. While the Modi govern-
ment rightly took retaliatory
measures, the Opposition gotan
opportunity to raise several per
tinent questions, even as it inj-
tially showed solidarity with the
government in national interest,

The Congress did well to draw
the nation's attention to possi-
ble security lapses that led tothe
loss of 26 innocent lives, besides
the purported loss of jets during
the May 710 operation. Follow-
ing Chief of Defence Staff Gen
Anil Chauban’s admission of
aircraft losses, the Congress has
become more voaal about its
demand for holding a special
session of Parliament.

The party has also been
asking questions regarding
the “sudden” ceasefire and
us President Donald
Trump's claim that he facili-
tated the truce by issuing “no
trade” threats to both India
and Pakistan. The govemn.
ment has been on the defen-
sive over this issue.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi nonetheless took a smart
step by deciding to send multi-
party delegations to various
countries to expose Pakistan
and explain the Indian pos-
tion, The government asked
various parties to recommend
names of leaders to be includ-
ed in the delegations.

Each party has its own inter-
nal dynamics that would have
influenced this exercise. The
Congress sent a list of four
leaders — Anand Sharma,

mhmhlmmdmmm o~

Gauray Gogol, Syed Naseer
Hussain and Amarinder Singh
Rajp Warring. Looking to
embarrass the Congress, the
BJP retained only Sharma's
name. It also chose four other
Congress leaders — Shashi
Tharoor, Amar Singh, Manish
Tewari and Salman Khurshid.
And adding insult to the par-
ty's injury, Tharoor was made
the leader of a delegation
Visibly irked, the Congress
fultered in reacting to this
development, First, it made
its  annoyance apparent,
which sent a wrong message
both to delegation members
as well as the government,
Second, soon after this
episode, Rahul  Gandhi
unleashed a direct attack on
External Affairs M s

The Congress has a
mountain to dimb to
re-establish itselfas
an alternative at the
national level.

Jaishankar, addressing him

as “UJ and sccusing him of
lippmg off Pakistan about
Operation Sindoor.

One of the most articulate
and erudite Congress leaders
today, Tharoor did not miss the
chance 1o further annoy Rahul
and the party by concurring
with the Prime Minister and

his on
btnu included in the delego-
tion, His poston X read: "l am
honoured by the invitation of
the government of India 0
lead an all-party delegation to
five key capitals to present our
nation’s point of view on
recent events. When national
interest is involved, and my
services are required, I will not

be found wanting.”
The Congress’ confusion was
clear as its

Rahul have done? First, Rahul
should have welcomed the
inclusion of Tharoor and oth-
ers by saying that the party is
full of competent leaders,
which makes selection diffi-
cult. He should have com-
mended the selection and
extended support to the gov-
ernment as he did during
Operation Sindoor. All Con-
gress leaders who were part of
the delegations should have
been invited by Kharge and
Rahul, and felicitated. The
opportunity should also have
been used to discuss the non-
partisan stance the delegation
members should take during
their foreign tour.

Indeed, their stance could
not have been drastically dif-
ferent from the official one.
Tharoor, in fact, did well in
making # clear ot the outset
that even though he was lead-
ing a delegation, he was not
from the ruling party.
Announcing his political affili-
ation, he stated that given the

incharge Jairam Ramesh said,
“.the party recommended
four names after Kiren Rijiju
spoke with Congress president
Mallikarjun  Kharge and
Leader of the Opposition (LoP)
in the Lok Sabha Rahul Gand-
hi.” He did not elaborate why
those four were recommended
and why the name of a leader
like Tharoor was omitted
Attacking the government for
ignoring the official party list
and Tharoor for accepting the
invitation without the party's
consent, Ramesh said, “Con-
gress mein hona aur Congress
ka hona mein

all parties had
# common stance on matters of
national security. This coukl
wlso have precluded state-
ments from Congress leaders
that are now being considered
against  the party's  pro-
grammes and policies.

Overall, the Congress has a
mountain to climb W re
establish itself as an alterna-
tive at the national level.
Along with party-building, it
needs o finalise a roadmap
s0 that it can convince the
electorate to vote against the
BJP. which is always battle-
ready to win elections,

maan ka antar hai (There is a
huge difference between being
in the Congress and being loy-
al to the Congress). To com-
pound the folly, party leader
Udit Raj targeted Tharoor for
his remarks in Panama that
India had breached the Line of
Control for the first time dur-
ing the 2016 surgical strike.

The rift between the top two
Congress leaders in Karnata-
ka, for example, shows that the
grand old party continues to be
o loose assemblage of leaders
and members. The Congress
and its leaders must display
farsightedness in strengthen-
ing party solidarity. For now,
the Congress’ focus must be
on upping the ante against the

This begs the g What
should the Congress and

once the outreach
drhullum return home,

ON THIS DAY...100 YEARS AGO

The Tribune.

LAMORE, TUES DAY, JUNE 2, 1925

Commonwealth of India Bill
IT s not swrprising toleam that the Commonwealth of India Bill
has alrendly been accepted in princdple st several puldic meetings
both in Bombay and elsewhere. The principles of this Bill are for
the most part common ground among all political parties in this
uulryum-l\mohvirwmdummnnﬂwmmu
the goal of our political in the pa and
hmﬂdmwmummuhnmmmwm
ldumhmlhmnlm(dmmuﬂu
that India that she may never again
hnrm'mﬂ-ﬂnumrhmﬂumhhmhmrdmrd
P iy, the only powers which for
the present are to be withheld from the responsible part of the
Govemnment and reserved tothe Vicetoy as the representative of
the British Government are as regards defence, and provision is
made in the Bill for the sutomatic transfer of these powers to the
dble part of the Ge hy further refe
1o the British Government or Parlament. There is to be a Defence
Commission with a majority of Indians thereon, every five yeurs,
wbewudbywvmwymamﬂwnmmlhw
which is AT
nmemnmm.&;mnmwmudu-m
fthose Incas the Viceroy will
have the power 1o secure the minimum which, in his opinion, is
necessary for the defence foroes, provided that no revenue of
lm-mummwmawmmmmmn-
are ineligible for holding | ranks.

THOU FORTHE DAY

Ina democracy, the Opposition must be maintained because itis indispensable. —waker Lippmann

Whenasecond
opinionsaved the day

GURBRINDER SINGH ANAND

house. Lights flickered, fans stuttered, and one by one,

he drouitbreakers stated tripping. 1 quickly

unphugged most of the appliances, hm.hrlhd' poor ftlb\v

— was packed with i 1
thought, “Let it run. What's the worst that uuld happen?"

Well, the worst did happen.

‘The next morning, I noticed the fridge wasn't cooling. Pan-
e setin, The milk had turned sour, vegetables were “sweating”
and frazen items were beginning to thaw. I did what most of us
do in such moments of crisis — 1 called the ‘fridge doctor’,

A dlooking tech arrived, lete with his
toolkit, tester and yes, even a mechanic’s stethoscope — his
version of @ magical wand. After poking around for a while
and muttering a few things under his breath, he stood up
and made his grim diagnosis.

“The compressor is gone,” he dedared solemnly.

“Oh no! What now?" I asked.

“We'll have to replace thecompressor — the heat of the fidge
~ and inject gas intoit, Fresh blood, you can say,” he told me.

“Kharcha kinna? [asked hesitantly.

“Around Rs 9,000, he replied, almost casually, as if it
were spare change.

My beart sank. Nine thousand bucks? And for o 10-yearokd
fridge? | had already started browsing ecommerce sites for a
new one by the time he packed up.

Bm-nlﬂhlmdmnlruhl“hmr qubenwumyxul
focling or just butl

RE(J-:NTLY. there was a nasty voltage fluctuation in my

jon. It »and all AC and refy myl :':
booled kel Th d fan made me waita full
day. M , the fridge

Afer multiple follow-ups and reminders, lhenavluyﬂml
ly arrived. He looked like someone who knew his job but did-
n't have the airs of the first mechanic,

lexphined, “Th hums, but there'

Wihnul much fuss, he went straight to the back, pulied out
the relay switch, gave it a few shakes and replaced it with a new
one. Two minutes luter, the fridge was alive and humming back
1o life, cooling better than ever!

“Howmuch do I owe you " L asked, bracing myself.

“Rs 600, sir” he said with a smile.

That’s it. Rs600. [ almost did a dance in my kitchen. Not only
had I saved my fridge, but 1 had also saved at least Rs 75,000,
which I was all setto blow on a new one.

The lesson? Always take o second opinion, whether it's for
an appliance, your car or even a health issue. The world today
is full of overconfident ‘experts’ ready to make a quick buck.
One honest technician saved me thousands, and more impor-
tantly, restored my belief that good professionals still exist,

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Delhi-centric Punjab politics
Apropos of ‘BJP's bafMing silence in Ludhi-
ana West' (The Great Game) Delhibased
political parties have been playing games in
Punjab, but they have falled. The ruling par-
ty inthe state is being dictated by its politi-
cl masters in the Capital. AAP can play a
major role in the state only if #t isable toshed
the heavy burden of its central leadership
The BJP and the Shiromani Akali Dal will
have to join hands in a bid to regain power.
The Congress, with a lotof internal rivalries,
can do better if its leaders forget their differ-
ences and work in unison. It is surprising
that the top brass of the Congress and the
BJP are not serious about Punjab a fairs and
the central leadership of AAP has become a
Bability for the state government.

ONKAR SINGH PARMAR, LUDHIANA

BJP’s disconnect with Punjab

Refer to ‘BJPs bafMing silence in Ludhiana

West'; despite the saffron party’s nationwide

momentum, nmﬂw!mﬂ-ﬂnumm
Th

Strong measures for border areas
Refer to ‘Balm for Poonch’; long-term
solutions are needed for people living in
our frontline border areas, They deserve
carly warning systems, protective bunkers
and regular emergency drills. Critical
infrastructure such as schools, hospitals
and transportation networks needs to be
made safer o withstand potential conflict.
Evacuation plans should be clear, commu-
nity-driven and routinely practised. Com-
pensation should be hasslefree and treat.
ed as a rightful entitlement, Standard
insurance policies often do not cover war
and warlike risks; therefore, the state
must step in to bridge the gap.

K KUMAR, PANCHKULA

Remembering Valmik Thapar

The passing away of Valmik Thapar a well-
known wildlife conservationist, marks the
end of an era in India’s conservation move-
ment. As one of the country’s most pas-
sionate and respected wikilife experts, Tha-

typollin Pungak

of state unit president Sunil Jakhar months
ago, coupled with the cultural disconnect of
“Plugu-speaking RSS leader Manthr Seiniva-
sulu, underscores a leaders hip vacuum, How-
ever. the BJP's overreliance on the Akali Dal

par ded 1 his life to protecting India's
natural heritage, particularly its tigers. His
demise is a profound loss not just to the
conservation community, but to the whole
nation, Through his writings and documen-
tarkes, Thapar brought the plight of India’s

and the inability to pe Sikh-dominated
villages should be a matter of concern for the
mhmpbnhlnncd-vpua-nmrdl

forests and end | species into public
consclousness. He was never afraid to chal-
k-ue pdlnen question inefMiciencies or

contral auth

Bnp !nhe-munpuwmmlrpn lndr

an, it must genuindy conned with Punjabisto

earn their trust and support.
CHANCHAL S MANN, UNA

Follow defence timelines strictly
Refer to ‘Delivery delays’; the Air Foroe
Chief is not known to mince his words and it
is not the first time he has raked up the issue
of missed deadlines. We not only need to
cutch up with hostile neighbours like China
but remain a few steps ahead, The Ministry
of Defence should fadlitate Hindustan Aero-
nautics Lid in ramping up and removing all
the bottlenecks in pmluﬂnm and seek the

bility in the nt
of our natural resources,
RUKMA SHARMA JALANDHAR

No religious bias in the

Apropos of 'HC upholds Army's decision
to sack officer who objected to attend reli-
gious parades’; the Delhi High Court has
rightly upheld the dismissal of Army offi.
cer Samuel Kamalesan for refusing to take
part in the weekly religious parade
because of his Christian faith. Unity in the
defence forces comes from the spirit of
wearing the same uniform and working
together. It does not behove a senior offi
cer o behave in a communal manner. Indi-

help of private players. Fu
strictly is in the best interest dthrmuon
BAL GOVIND, NOIDA

vidual g cannot be allowed to
prevail in the armed forces.
UPENDRA SHARMA, BY MAIL

Letters 10 the Editor, typed in double space, should not excned the 200-word kit

These shoukd be cogently nd

be seet by e-mall tex
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Indian summers are getting hotter,
but have we lost the ability to adapt?

Indians once knew how to live with heat. From mud homes to sandstone courtyards, people designed spaces that cooled by default. Work began at
sunrise, paused during peak heat. and resumed in the evening, In cities, water-cooled courtyards, stepwells, and screens created microclimates

Ajay Singh Nagpure

very summer, a familiar

question surfaces across India,

echoing from homes to

newsrooms: is it genuinely
hotter, or have we simply become more
sensitive? This isn't just some nostalgic
lament or biological qulrk The evidence
is clear and uncompromising: India’s heat
is intensifying, creeping in earlier,
stretching longer, and striking deeper
than ever before.

What’s happening isn't a trick of
perception. It's real. Heat waves, once
occasional and brief, have become
persistent forces reshaping daily life and
work. According to the India
Meteorological Department, a heat wave
is declared when the temperature reaches
at least 40 degrees Celsius in the plains or
30 degrees Celsius in the hills, with a
deviation of 4.5 degrees Celsius or more
above normal for at least two consecutive
days. These thresholds, once rare, are
quickly becoming the standard during
summer months. In states like Odisha and
Rajasthan, what used to be brief seasonal
heat spikes now stretch into longer, more
frequent episodes, cumulatively spanning
months, Between June 2010 and the
summer of 2024, cumulative heat wave
days soared from roughly 177 to 536 - a
staggering increase of over 200%.

Heat wave days count the total number
of days on which heat wave conditions are
recorded across all affected regions. Since
heat waves strike different places at
different times, these days are summed
nationally, so the total may surpass the
length of the summer season in any single
location.

Excess mortality analysis

Despite the increasing severity of heat
waves, official data likely underrepresents
their true impact. Various government
departments collect and report
heat-related deaths using different
methods and sources, which can lead to
variations in the numbers presented.
Between 2000 and 2020, India recorded
20,615 heatstroke deaths, according to
government records. However, many
heat-related fatalities occur outside
hospitals — at homes, construction sites,
or village farms, for example - where
medical assistance and formal death
certification may not always be accessible.
As a result, deaths triggered by heat are
often recorded under broader causes like
cardiac arrest or respiratory failure.

The absence of standardised,
mandatory heat-related death reporting
and real-time surveillance means many
such deaths remain , creating

L e

moEs et ¥

Mary heat-related fatalities occur outside hospitals — homes, construction sites, or village farms — where medical aid and death certification may not be
accessible. ai

Ironically, India once knew how to live
with heat. From the mud homes of
Odisha to the sandstone courtyards of
Rajasthan, generations designed spaces to
cool without electricity. Rural routines
followed solar rhythms: work began at
sunrise, paused during peak heat, and
resumed in the evening. Architecture
used breathable materials like lime,
thatch, and mud, keeping homes cooler
than today's concrete structures. In cities,
water-cooled courtyards, shaded alleys,

lls (baoli), and d stone

challenges br pubhc health planmng and

nrgansaunns have sought to addn.-s lhxs
gap using excess mortality analysis:
comparing actual deaths during heatwave
periods with long-term seasonal averages.
While some critics question the
accuracy of these estimates and the

screens (jaali) created microclimates.
These systems weren't folklore: they were

disaster management, and local
bodies are essential. Coordination
lets India shift from scrambling
through heat emergencies to
managing them with resilience

budgﬂs or clear accountability

practical to climatic condif
embedded in culture and community.

A vivid example of this traditional
wisdom is Navtapa, meaning "nine days
of heat” Observed from May 25 to June 2,
it marks the sun's entry into Rohini

mech

Onlya fm cities have appointed
trained climate officers or integrated heat
considerations into their urban master
plans Public cooling shelters are limited
m number, and awareness campaigns

used, excess y analysis
remains a widely accepted and robust
epidemiological tool. It captures both
direct and indirect deaths related to heat,
including those misclassified under other
causes such as cardiac arrest or kidney
failure, which are often missed in official
counts.

For instance, the Global Burden of
Disease study estimated approximately
155,937 heat-related deaths in India in
2021, encompassing fatalities from heat
waves, prolonged exposure to hgl|

and h
conditions. Given the known
underreporting in official data, such
model-based estimates provide a more
comprehensive and realistic picture of the
true human toll of extreme heat.

Living with heat

The human toll of heat waves is paralleled
by significant economic damage. The

2022 heatwave reduced wheat )'lelds in
key producing regions by

4.5%, with some districts experiencing
lmses up to IS% 'ﬂus dm'upmm

food mmmodmes \mﬂdwuie
Simultaneously, the heatwave triggered a
power crisis as electricity demand surged
to an all-time high of 207 GW, straining
the grid and causing blackouts in some
areas. Labour productivity in outdoor
sectors such as construction and
agriculture suffered dramatically, as
workers faced an impossible choice
between enduring hazardous heat
exposure or forfeiting income.

According to the McKinsey Global
Institute, heat-related productivity losses
could jeopardise between 2.5% and 4.5%
of India's annual Gross Domestic Product
by 2030, underscoring the urgent need
for adaptive policies.

¥

b and was considered the most

intense stretch of the summer. While
rooted in astrology, Navtapa aligns closely
with modern heat wave data. In this time,
communities avoided heavy meals, rested
during the midday, drank hydrating mixes
like buttermilk and sattu, and provided
shade and water for livestock. These

ly rely on digital platforms that
may not effectively reach regional
language speakers, migrants, daily wage
workers, and non-literate populations.
The rural landscape tells a tougher
story. Despite most heat-vulnerable
populations residing there, India still
lacks a solid rural heat governance

practices, while culturally ded,
reflect sound physiological and
environmental sense, and are today

~ including
the Gram I"anchardl Development Plans,
the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural

supported by modem science. Employment Guarantee Act, and the

Why did these traditions wane? Not National Health Mission - barely touch on
because they were ineffective but because | heat issues. Unlike cities, villages have no
modern development models evolved counterpart to urban heat action plans.

di ly. Post-liberalisati lanni P yats often struggle with limited
favoured speed and scale, often funding, staffing, and training, leaving
overlooking climate sensitivity. Glass them ill-equipped to set up cooling
fagades and concrete homes replaced measures or modify work timings.

breathable structures. Labour shifted
from flexible agricultural cycles to more
rigid, outdoor, informal urban jobs.
Planning codes like the National Building
Code don’t mandate passive cooling.
Real-estate finance rarely supports
traditional materials. Without institutional
support or economic incentives, these
practices couldn’t be sustained or scaled.

Invisible deaths
Meanwhile, India’s formal response to
heat is gradually evolving. Notably,
Ahmedabad's heat action plan,
implemented in 2014, has been associated
with a significant reduction in
heat-related mortality in the city, with an
estimated 1,190 deaths avoided annually
in its initial years.

Cities such as Bhuk: and

Age-old water bodies, tree cover, and
stepwells fade away, unsupported and
overlooked. Many rural deaths remain
invisible, depriving policymakers of
crucial data.

Communicating heat risk

Beyond the bricks and mortar, a deeper
gap persists: a disconnect between
science and how people actually
experience heat. Most don’t grasp the
“feels like” temperature, which factors in
humidity, solar radiation, and wind along
with air temperature. So when the
thermometer says 42 degrees Celsius, the
body might be battling conditions closer
to 50 degrees Celsius. That hidden
burden, far beyond mere numbers,
causes dehydration, heat exhaustion, and

Nagpur have initiated efforts to increase
green cover and promote rooftop
measures aimed at reducing heat
absorption. However, many heat action
plans remain largely advisory, often
lacking binding mandates, dedicated

ke. Public health messages rarely
translate this into everyday terms, leaving
too many unaware and vulnerable to the
real dangers.
Equally important is how heat alerts
are communicated. In many parts of
India, advisories are issued in Hindi or

English, shared via apps and social media
that assume literacy, smartphone access,
and digital fluency. This approach may
exclude millions, especially the rural
poor, migrants, and older citizens. Heat
warnings should not be confined to digital
platforms. They must be delivered
through oral announcements, local radio,
posters, community workers, and trusted
institutions in regional lan; X

Inclusive communication must reach
every comer, every community.
Otherwise, awareness remains partial and
fragmented. India stands at a crossroads
with a chance to harness the wisdom and
experience already woven into its fabric.
Immediately, districts — urban and rural
alike ~ can start rolling out heat action
plans tailored to their realities, guided by
the Disaster Management Act 2005. These
won't be abstract policies but grounded
actions: pinpointing heat hotspots, setting
up shaded rest spots, ensuring water
access, and sending alerts that people
trust and understand.

Looking beyond the immediate,
national programmes like the Pradhan
Mantri Awas Yojana, the Mahatma Gandhi
National Rural Employment Guarantee
Act, and the National Health Mission offer
a canvas to embed climate sensitivity.
Think reflective rooftops, more trees, and
natural ventilation: elements that cool
homes and livelihoods alike. With
financial channels like the Fifteenth
Finance Commission and District Mineral
Funds, local governments gain the muscle
to scale these interventions fairly and
effectively.

Down the line, real transformation
demands more than isolated efforts.
Building codes must evolve to favour
passive cooling, urban and rural designs
should be inclusive by default, and
institutions must learn to speak the same
language. Clear roles for the India
Meteorological Department, National
Disaster Management Authority, the State
Disaster Management Authorities,
municipal bodies, and village Panchayats
are essential. Such coordination lets India
shift from scrambling through heat
emergencies to anticipating and
managing them with resilience.

Knowledge isn't the bottleneck. India’s
heritage of traditional practices alongside
modern science forms a rich foundation.
The challenge lies in blending these,
backed by political will and cohesive
policy, to ready India for its hottest years
ahead.

(Ajay 5. Nagpure is an urban systems
scientist at the Urban Nexus Lab at
Princeton University.
an3i73@princeton.edu)

Musk plans 2,000 launches in two years. REUTERS

Musk retains plan
to fly Starship to
Mars in 2026
despite setbacks

Reuters

Two days after the latest in a string of
test-flight setbacks for his big new Mars
spacecraft, Starship, Elon Musk said on
May 29 he foresees the futuristic vehicle
making its first uncrewed voyage to the
red planet at the end of next year.

Mr. Musk presented a detailed Starship
development timeline in a video posted
online by his Los Angeles area-based
rocket company, SpaceX, a day after
saying he was departing the
administration of U.S. President Donald
Trump as head of a tumultuous campaign
to slash government bureaucracy.

The billionaire entrepreneur had said
earlier that he was planning to scale back
his role in government to focus greater
attention on his various businesses,
including SpaceX and electric car and
battery maker Tesla.

Mr. Musk acknowledged that his latest
timeline for reaching Mars hinged on
whether Starship can accomplish a
number of challenging technical feats
during its flight-test development,
particularly a post-launch refuelling
manoeuvre in earth orbit.

The end of 2026 would coincide with a
slim window that occurs once every two
years when Mars and the earth align
around the sun for the closest trip
between the two planets, which would
take seven to nine months to transit by

Musk envisions launching 1.000
1o 2,000 Starships to Mars every
two vears to man a permanent
human settlement. NASA is to use
Star: to rn_humans to th
moon around 2027

spacecraft.

Mr. Musk gave his company a 50%
chance of meeting that deadline. If
Starship were not ready by that time,
SpaceX would wait another two years
before trying again, he suggested in the
video.

The first flight to Mars would carry a
simulated crew consisting of one or more
robots of the Tesla-built humanoid
Optimus design, with the first human
crews following in the second or third
landings. Mr. Musk said he envisioned
eventually launching 1,000 to 2,000 ships
to Mars every two years to quickly

blish a self: i

human settlement.

NASA is currently aiming to return
humans to the surface of the moon
aboard Starship around 2027, more than
50 years after its last manned lunar
landings of the Apollo era, as a stepping
stone to ultimately launching astronauts
to Mars sometime in the 2030s.

Mr. Musk has previously said he was
aiming to send an uncrewed SpaceX
vehicle to the red planet by 2018 and was
targeting 2024 to launch a first crewed
mission there.

The SpaceX founder was scheduled to
deliver a livestream from the company’s
Texas launch site on May 27 night,
following a ninth test flight of Starship
that evening.

But the webcast was canceled without
notice after Starship spun out of control
and disintegrated in a fireball about 30
minutes after launch without achieving
some of its most important test goals.
Two test flights in January and March
failed in more spectacular fashion, with
the spacecraft blowing to pieces on ascent
moments after liftoff.

Mr. Musk shrugged off the latest
mishap, saying it produced a lot of “good
data to review,” and promised a faster
launch cadence for the next several test
flights.

For feedback and suggestions
for ‘Science’, please write to
science@thehindu.co.in with the
subject ‘Daily page’
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Cautious optimism

Pasitive growth prospects despite global headwinds

he GDP data released last weekend sends

out a broad message — the domestic

economy is quite robust, but there are global
headwinds to contend with, The figures for both
FY25 as a whole (provisional) as well as the last
quarter are both encouraging and sobering, If a
growth rate of 6.5 per cent in FY25, buoyed by a Q4
growth of 74 per cent seems underwhelming at first
glance as the lowest growth in four years, it should be
kept in mind that India has outperformed the rest of
the world in the post-Covid period.

about 6.5 per cent growth this fiscal, This

@ would be an achievement at a time when the

\ US is busy overturning the global trade
order, which will shrink world trade and
output, and possibly India's exports as well,
India's consumption-driven growth engine
looks in good shape, having grown 7.2 per
cent in FY25, against 5.6 per cent the
previous fiscal. There is every reason to
believe that consumption, particularly rural,
will be robust this fiscal as the monsoon is
shaping up well. The key question is
whether the other demand-side drivers
investment, exports and government
spending - will have an impact. Gross fixed
capital formation growth fell o 7.1 per cent
in FY25, against 8.8 per cent in FY24,

According to the government’s capex
survey released late April covering over
2,000 enterprises which responded, their
capex is expected todip from 86,6 lakh crore
in FY25 to 4.9 lakh crore in FY26, If
exports too take a hit on account of global
turbulence (which will shrink imports to an
extent as well), it would mean that private
consumption would emerge even more so as
the singular driving force of the economy (it
contributes to 61,4 per cent of the GDP at
current prices), The role of domestic
demand in keeping investment going cannot
be overemphasised,

Notwithstanding the high consumption
growth, high frequency indicators are a
mixed bag, According to the May bulletin of
the Reserve Bank of India, e-way bill
volumes have been growing at over 20 per
cent in 2025, but passenger and commercial
vehicles sales growth have been tepid, at
below § per cent and 2 per cent, respectively
in recent months. Tractor sales have been
robust, though. Indeed, agriculture (4.6 per
cent) and construction (9.4 per cent) from
the supply side have been the top growth
drivers in FY24, while manufacturing (4.5
per cent) has been a laggard. Slow
manufacturing growth has now emerged as
aserious structural constraint, and it is well
that the Centre has been focusing on this
issue. Services growth remains steady at
over 7 per cent, but it is vulnerable to
external shocks, Since the Centre and States
are fiscally constrained, with the public debt
o GDP ratio at over 80 per cent, there are
limits to the government stimulating the
economy, notwithstanding the concerted
capex push. The onus is, therefore, on
monetary policy to be accommodative in
times to come.

Looking ahead, India looks set to arrive at
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THREE BIG CHANGES

The first principle of markets is
flexibiliry, which means the speed with
which prices adjust to changed

TCA SRINIVASA RAGHAVAN

Ilwars claim what General
Colin Powell
commanded the US invasion
of lraq — called collateral
lamage. [t would seem that
the collateral damage of Donald Trump's
tarlff war ls macroeconomicy,

For the last few months, the world has
been in astate of utter intellectual
confusion and bewllderment

But this is only the culmination of
what's been happening since at least
2000. It was, however, a gradual increase
In dismay until Donald Trump caused a
huge tsunami,

Macroeconomics Is, or should be, the
most affected by it.

But so far only Intellectual hand
wringing, limentations and nostalgla for
the past are to be seen,

S0 now, at the end of the first quarter
of the 215t century, we are entitled to ask
which bits of recelved wisdom In
economics have survived or will survive,
In my view, the best way of answering
this question, as Don Patinkin, an [sracli
economist, sald 60 years ago, Is through
the labour market, the money market
and the product market.

Let us look at how these are different
todary from 2000, Individually and in
Interactions with each other.

The higher this speed, the
more quickly prices adjust, the better
outcomes we get, So that's where the
first difference bs: while the money and
product markets are almost entirely
flexible, thanks to politicians the labour
market Isn’t — even though it |s far more
flexible today than it was in 2000, But it
still has a long way to go before getting
close to the flexibility of the other two
markets,

The second big change Is the
convergence in the money and
rechnology markets.

That is, capital accumulation today is
not in an 80:20 proportion of money and
rechnology. It is now more like S0:50.
This has had a direct impact on
productivity.

One other notable feature Is that
while the financial markets are highly
competitive, the technology markets are
highly monopolistic, Money has
therefore flowed into technology

The massive social and
political endorsement of
the idea that incomes, even
if they don't increase, must
not fall has led to the
delinking of incomes from
productivity
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< The silence

of the

omniscient

Macroeconomics has become the

collateral damage of Trump’s tariff war

monopolies and avolded competitive
product markets except when there are
large oligopolies,

‘The third change therefore in the last
25 years, arising out of the two changes
above, Iy the massive soclal and political
endorsement of the idea that Incomes,
even If they don’t increase, must not fall.
This was always the holy grall but after
the Atlantic financlal crisis of 2008, its
pursuit has become frantic and frenetic.

What this strong political preference
for the present compared to the future
has done Is to delink incomes from
productivity.

Now you get paid even If productivity
I8 zero or even negative, in both cash and
kind.

The consequence iy that a huge
premium on productivity has developed
eading to a worsening of income

Inequality. That Is, productive people are
In short supply.

To put it differently, while the product
and money markets have turned right,
the labour market has turned left
Economics, the poor thing, has no
answers for this because it was never
based on compassion, which is now a
political need.

Ineconomics jargon, it is strongly
preferred o commercial need which is
weakly preferred.

NO INTEGRATED ANALYSIS
Ihave been looking for an Integrated
analysis by economists of these three
features.

But so far L haven't found any. It was

exactly like this during the first quarter
of the 20th century, It wasn't until 1936
that John Maynard Keynes came up with
his bible of modern macroeconomics,
The General Theory of Employment,
Interest and Money.

Hixn big insight and policy preseription
was that when one of the three markets
was out of syne, the government had to
step intobring it in line,

But he never sald it had to delink
productivity and incomes, But in the last
two decades that's what his advice has
Come to mean.

Let me put it another way, The limits
to government fiscal intervention,
traditional Keynestan or more recent
varleties of direct Income support, have
now been reached. The debts and
deficits of different countries are proof.
The IMF says global debt could be more
than global GDP by 2030,

Despite this huge challenge
economics has not been able to give
Ir:lw}'m;kvn something to work with,

‘hat ls, If Keynes assigned the role of a
white knight to the government, and If
that white knight is now dead, what or
who will replace her?

In symbols, If in the Keynesian
identity C, 1, X, Mand G are also
non-functional, what's to happen to the
left hand side of the identity, GDP? At
first it grows slowly and then stops
growing altogether and then becomes
l)('fﬂll\' ¢

hope some economists are thinking
about thiy problem and outside this now
deceased identity,

Strong domestic demand powers FY25 growth

Emphasis on government capex, along with healthy growth in consumption, appears to be leading the growth push

—
DK Srivastava

he NSO's provisional estimates
T of national accounts for 2024-25

and 4Q 2024-25 and the CGA
data reveal that the Indian economy is
well poised for a healthy growth in the
short to medium-term while
maintalning ity momentum towards
fiscal consolidation,

It is private final

agriculture showing a healthy growth of
4.6 per cent along with construction at
9.4 per cent and public administration,
defence etal. at 8.9 per cent. Only
manufacturing growth which has
languished at 4.5 per cent,

While the services sector grew by 7.2
per cent, trade, hotels, transport et al.
sector has lagged behind at 6.1 per cent,

Nominal GDP growthin 2024-25 Is
estimated at 9.8 per cent which

exceeds the I

expenditure (PFCE) which has led
India's growth story in 2024-25. The

PPCE growth at 7.2 per cent in 2024-25
has contributed 4 per cent points of the
overall GDP growth of 6.5 per cent,

Investment growth, as measured by
gross fixed capital formation (GFCF
growing at 7.1 per cent has contributed
2.4 per cent polnts, points to overall
growth,

As compared to 2023-24, PFCE
growth has picked up from 5.6 per cent
whereas investment growth has fallen
from 8.4 per cent,

Net exports to real GDP growth which
has turned positive at 2.3 per cent points
as compared to (+)2.8 per cent points in
2023-24, which is significant.

Exports grew by 6,3 per cent which Iy
atangible iImprovement over the 2.2 per
cent growth in the previous year,

On the output side, real GVA growth
I8 also robust at 6.4 per cent with

97 [;" cent for 2024-25 ay glvn"n inthe
revised estimates. The Implicit price
deflator (1PD)-based inflation is
estimatedat 3.1 per cent.

QUARTERLY GROWTH

‘The robust annual growth outcome has
been predicated on the 4Q 2024-25
growth of GDP and GVA showing a
significant upsurge at 7.4 per cent and
6.8 per cent (6.4 per centand 6.5 per
cent in QAFY2S).

Among sectors that carry relatively
larger wrlrhl in the € ts
construction followed by manufacturing
and financial, real estate et. al sectors
which have shown the largest
Improvement in growth [n 4Q 2024-25
s compared to 3Q 2024-25,

From the viewpoint of aggregate
demand, the highest growth is seen in
GFCF at 9.4 per cent followed by PFCE
at 6.0 per cent. The negative

I

INDIA STORY. Robust growth v

government final consumption
expenditure in partly due to fiscal
reforms almed at reducing government
revenue expenditures.

INTERF; WITH FISCAL
AGGREGATES

CGA's data for 2024-25 indicate that the
fiscal deficit target of 4.8 per cent of
GDP as per the revised extimates has
been met,

With continued reduction in revenue
expenditures, the ratio of revenue
deficit to fiscal deficit seands at 36 per
cent in 2024-25 which at its recent peak
was B0 per cent in 2020-21,

‘Tax revenues have grown by 9.5 per
cent (direct tax — 12.9 per cent and
Indirect tax — 4.2 per cent).

Itis the personal income tax which s

the malnstay of tax revenue growth in
2024-25 at 17.0 per cent. In contrast,
growth in corporate income tax s 8.3
per centand that in GST is 7.2 per cent.
The revenues from union excise duties
and customs duties have continued to
contract

In the context of government
expenditures, revenue expenditure
growth has been limited to 3.1 per cent,
Capital expenditure growth which was
only 0.8 per cent in the first 11 months
of 2024-25 could show an annual growth
of 10.8 per cent because of a massive
growth of 67.2 per cent In the month of
March 2025,

Although a growth of 10.8 per cent iy
lower than the average growth rate of
government capital expenditure at 29.7
per cent during 2020-21 to 2023-24, the
restoration of its growth momentum Is
welcome for India's overall growth
story. In April 2025, Gol's capex
Increased by 61 per cent.

India's medium-term growth
prospects appear to be robust with
sound fiscal management

Emphasis on government capital
expenditure appeans to be leading the
growth story from the policy side with a
healthy supporting growth in PFCE,

The writar b Chiaf Pallcy Advsor, £Y ndla, Ragnl
Trehan, Senior Manager Tas and conamic Polcy
Group, corerbuted o the article, Views are personal
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“Who added these stocks to the grocery list?!"

Sa
LLOW PEAS, No Import
dutysrocecom

Friday night fever

The Centre yet again made two key
dedisiorm on Friday, First, & cut the
duty on crude palm, soyn and
sinflower olks by 10 percentage

points. The global edible of trade,
hawever, was expecting it
Although some question the

decsion, the government's mowe
appears to discourage Imports of

refned palm of, as Malaysia and
Indonewa impase export tases on

crude pakm ol shipmeres
The second deciuan i to extend the
duty free (mport of yelow peas. This
has not gane down well with the
trade. Yellow peas are soen as solely
respanuble far the current bearish
trend in pulses.

Altthe bird &
may be to sl

ys the duty cut on oll
100 the US during the

tariff talks, The decision on yellow

peas may be to humour Aussia

Russia has currently emerged as a
ang compesitor in yellow peas,

diplacing Canada as the top
exporter

Fake job offers

Fake job offers have long been a
concern for both corporates and
government agencies. Weh the rise
of socal meda, this issue has

ireensihed as several scam job posts
have been cbserved

In recent tmes, ane of Inda Inc's top
CEOs has been actively Nagging fake
|ob posts and ur b teeker
apply only through offcial company
channels. The CEO has alio been
commentng drectly on misleading

Posts and imtructing relevare tearns
to take swift action in getting them
removed

The CEO has alo been leveraging
social media to hghight company’s
the
achevements employses Knawn for

Irvtiatves as well as appla

persanally scknowledging team
members successes, the top honcho
has set an example of leadership and

engagement

Indian Overseas Bank (O

and Richpius came together recently

for an mitiative to promate organic

farming techaiques, kven as most of
the questions from meda persons
were about the adoption of organk
produce and the baggage it carries of
being for the privileged few, the 108
MD spoke about how they as a large
puble sector bank, were trylng to
break this myth

Wi are starting from wehin and
trying to create a culture within our
system” he sald

The barik is in the process of
legrating crgan products foe
ther own employees use and hopes
ta scale the programme I caly
every enterprise could practice what
they preach!

Solving CAPTCHAS

At a recent panel discussion on use
af Alin education, one of the
panelists pointed cut to a hanry yet

worrying antecedent. Al replacng
humans at the workplace is known
Bt what If it starts “employing
humans”, was the point in guestion
An exarmple used was that of
captchan and images that often crop
up i web searches or online
purchanes.

Captchas are often simgle arithmetic
problems that users have to solve to
prowe that they are human

Aut there have been instances, and

those nated in some books, where

the Al or rebot or achatbot has then
reached out to a human seeking help
1 sohang the mathematical
equations.

This, the panelist said, is proof that
human inteligence is stll need of the
hour, but what i woerying is Al s

actually smartingup toa
Our Bureaus
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Shangri-La Dialogue not a front against China

VAPPALA BALACHAND RAN
FORMER SPECIAL SECRETARY,
CADINET SECRE TARIAT

This is becsuse American
leaders had, over the years,
detected two strands of Chi-
nese strategic thinking: one
which valued partnership
and inceased ntegration
with global security strue-
tures, and the other leaning
wwards undatem! action,
whsing W acknowledge
Wobal norms which Inhibit"
China’s interests. Hence, a

angri-
Dialogue

Although  bilateral visits
and mibtary to mdtary rely
tons continued, it was felt
that the US should “rebal
ance” its presence in Asi-
Pucifie, while continuing its
dislogue with the PRC. In
2012, Presidert Obama and
Defence Secretary  Leon
Punetta issued & "Defence
Strategic Guidance” on how
0 maintain US  military

the International Institute for
Stratege Studies (11S8), in
London, after noticing that
Asian officials were unable to
speak on their problems at
the annual Munich Security
Conference.

China, always suspicious
sent only lowerlovel mils
tary officials till 2007 when
Zhang Qnsheng, then
Deputy Chiefof the General

MISTAKEN brief histoey of US-China superiority and t “wbal  Stalf of the Chinese People's

impression that  relations is relevant ance” priorities, posture and  Liberation Army, attended.

the Shangila After the Jimmy Carter pr 10 stress Qnsh gave a speech

Dialogue s Deng Xiaoping bonhomie in 10 Asia s well as West Asia, titled Strengthening Dia-

meant 1o be a  the 1970s US institutions It was decided o adopt 8 logue and Cooperation to

common front against China  darted debating over a new ‘Whole Government  Maintain Peace and Pros
might emerge from the policy towards the PRC, approach”, which was a com  perity. In 2011, for the first
poeches dely 4 by French whether military prehensive  policy that time, China sent Liang
Presxdent Emmanuel  tes might advance US secu- included dplomatic, Guanglie, its Defence Minis
Macron and US Defence Sec- 1ty interests during the Cold defence and economic sub-  ter, to participate as the con

retary Pete Hegseth on May

War The groundwork for a

IMPORTANT FORUM: The arnual ShangiLa Dislogue s hetd ot the iconic hotel in Sngapore. s

ycts, which also meant a

ference had set up a specal

3l in 8 While hip with the Peo ‘tonstructive  relationship  agenda for China
Hepieth warned that the ple's Liberation Army (PLA) with China and its PLA" Since then, China has been
threat from China was “real  started through strategicdia:  after the 1089 crisis. Perry, as US oontainment policy, it This was because the mere regular in attending the con-

and potentially mminent”
Macton called on “key albes
in Asia’ 10 Increase military
spending as the NATO mem
bers had done, “thanks o

logue, redprocal exchanges
in functional areas and arms
sales during the 1980 visit of
Defence Secretary Harold
Brown o Beging after the

a Pentagon ofMaal, had visit
od Beging during Carter's
regme to sell American mib
Rary technology to China o
contain Soviet military pow

woukd not moperate with
America's  vital  secunity
objectives in Asia and con
tainment coulkd create securd
ty problems for the US. Dur

military-to-miltary relation
ship carber had led 1o 8 sty
ation where America expert
enced “miscaloulations and
misperceptions, while deal

ference, although with dele
gations at varying offcial
hierarchies, as it feels that it
s an mportant forum to
explin s sourly and

President Trump.” Soviet Invasion of  er He was sccompanied by ing this period, various ing with repeated cycles in  deferce policies 0 Asian
However, the annual Afghanistan in 1979 two powerful US Senators incikdents aeating bilateral  which the PLA suspends countries and rebut accuse-

Shangri-La Dalogue, which In 1981, President Ronald  Sam Nunn (Democrat) and The overall }d(lh.ll fition with China took conticts and then leverages  tions against it

is held ot the ionic hotel iIn~ Reagan  formally removed  John W Warner (Republican) place, like the 19951996 Tai- the timing when it chooses In June 2010, US Defence

Singapore, was not started  the banonarms sales toChi  Pullowingthis, ey gavea  IMPIessionisthatl  wan Stmit orisis, mistaken 10 resume talks” Secretary Robert Gates,

as 4 from against China R
was envisaged in 2001-2002
when the US policy towards
the Prople’s Republic of O
na (PRC) was a combination
of “Pacific military rebal
ance” and Tnwvitation to Chi-
na into a far different, but
equally successful, multilat
eral security network” as the
late Ashton Carter, former
US Secretary of Defence
(2015-2017) had said in an
article for the Belfer Center
of Harvard Kennedy School
in October 2018

na. In 1983, US Defence Sec
winy Casper Weinberger
visited Beijing This was fol
fowed by direct military sales
and military technological
woperation.  However, all
these were stopped when the
PLA cracked down on stu
dents ot the Tananmen
Square in 1988

The recovery of relations
sarted in October 1004 dur
ingthe Bill Qinton peesiden
& when Wilkam J Perry
became the first US Secre
tary of Defence tovisit China

keynote add ress on February
13, 1996 at the National
Defence University(NDU) in
Washington DC, calling for
regular meetings between
the defence chiefs of China,
Japan, the US and other
AsiaPacific nations under
the auspioes of o regional
forum like the Burope's
Partnership  for  Pesce
which promates western milk
Rary alllances without for
mal security guarantees
Perryalsosaid that if China
felt that it was encircled by a

the Shangri-La
Dialogue has served
its purpose as a
forum for
‘multilateral,
bilateral, trilateral
and other
small-scale defence
diplomacy’

NATO bombing of the PRC
embassy in Yugosavia in
1900 and the EP3 ascralt
oollision crisis in 2001

The 2001 incident, on April
1, was when a PLA Navy F8
fighter collided with a US
Navy EP3 reconnassance
plane over the South China
Sea. The EPJs arew made
an emergency hinding on
China's Hainan Island. The
PLA detained the 24 US
Navy personnel for 11 days
That was the beginning of a
period of bilateral faction

Thus, the objective was to
*shape Chings rise as a
peaceful. responsble, and
rules-based power through
engagement  and  more
mature relationship® A
similar idea was proposed
by Thai Defence Minister
Chawari Yong Chiayl, who
felt that the ASEAN confer.
ences were dominated by
diplomats and not defence
leaders

This ides was carried for
ward in 2002 by John Chip-
man, president and CEO of

who attended the confer
ence, had chastised China,
like Pete Hegseth in 2025,
declaring that America
would remaina power in the
Pacific and South China
Seas 1o ensure freedom of
navigation
Thus, the overall global
impression  is  that  the
Shargrida Dilogue has
served its purpose as a forum
for “mudtdateral, bilateral, trd
lateral and other small scale
defence diplomacy”
Views are persomal

Whatis blocking Punjabs economic growth trajectory

trating around two lines of subsidies and freebiesshould  the interest of both the
thought first. that Punjab be eschewed immediately nation and the state.
itself s responsible for its Subsicies should be provided Pertinently, the constraints

telow-potential performance
andd the present economicerk
sx second, that the policies
of the state and Central gov
emments, alng with some

for buikding the capabilities
of the deprived sections for o
Imited tame period, based on
the principle of sockal justice.
Freelies based on political

of econcenxe  development
encountered by  Punjab's
econoemy s purtly under the
purview of the sate govern
ment and partly under the

"Oﬁu\l.(mm‘ wocial, economic. geographh nsiderstions and  volee  Centee. Thus, joint efforts of
UNIVERSITY, PATIALA aal and federal factors, have bunk politics shoukl be  both governments are need
ld to the dismal perform. immediately done awaywith.  ed %0 remove the constraints

ance of the state While the rejuvenation of that are blocking Punjab’s

UNJAB had onve of Regarding the first line of the economic development  potential of economic growth,

India’s most  thought, there is no denying process remans the funda- At this juncture, the Cen
robust state  that the policies of succes mental resporsibility of the  tre's infiatives will go u long
economies during  sve state governements dur sate government, major and  way in setting things right
the preceforms  ing the neo-Bberal regime dynamic policy instruments  Th tide over the unprece

era, particularly folk

dion

the Green Revolution. As 3

have d dysh

that affect the state's growth

dented crisis, Punjab'secon

al and ineflective. Conse momentum, such as the omy needs deserves and
result, it camed a putation  quently, the fiscal and devel monetary policy. are under  demands from the Centre
as the untry’s most  opmentalpolcesofthe state the Centre's control not only the long-pending

dynamic and prosperous
state. For an extended pent
od, Punjab consistently
ranked first in per capita
income and various other
socio-economic ndiostors

After the initiation of the
neodiberal policy regime, the
state lost s economic glory
and slipped behind many
states in most of the econom-
ic parameters that it was
leading in carlier

Over the years, a debate on
the issue has been taking

povernment were in disarray,
which led to the collapse of
investment and  employ-
ment generation.  Due o
some vested interests, many
people and reports try o
trand the hard realities that
Punjab has faced and is fac
ing as myths Purthes they
attempt 0 compare the
incomparables and mislead
the people of the country.
Such reports and line of
thinking have disappointed
the academicians who advo

M been for

of Puryab from an

agraranto an indust riokised economy. e

Centre  for granting an
mvestment revival package
10 Punjpb.

Regarding the second line
of thought, the palicy lssues
that emernge are that if Pun
Bb wants to regain its Jost
economic glory, diversifics
ton and a structural transfor
mation of s economy are
required Punjabs economy
has been facing o chronie

Ihe policies of
successive state
governments
during the
neodiberal regime

and the lowest among the 14
major states of India
Rurther, iInvestment in the
agrarian economy of Purgab
has been declining as the
nvestment-agrculture state
domestic product ratio has
reached an all-time low of 8-
9 per cent, according %o the
latest available estimates
The stute's fiscal policy must
be revamped and aim to

The Centre's neo-lberal
policies with regard to the
external sector. decontrol of
prices, tax restructunng and
many mere have, in fisct,
played havoe with the eco

debt relef package but also
a capability buikding invest
ment revival package. This
package must at least cover
the nvestment deficiency
Kap between the Punjab and

nom e growth f
the state. Therefore, it is sug
ested that the tendencies of
the federal structure which
are becoming more and
more unitary need to be
aurbed as soon as possible,
Since Punpb has been
substantially contributing to

Indian ec based on
the difference of the invest
ment-gross domestic prod-
uct ratios

The proposed investment
revival package of Rs 20,000
crore per annum for five
years will rejuvwenate Pun
Joby's econoeny. It will also lay

place in academic and policy:  aute the cause of Punjab. shortage of Investment in raise the - GDP ratio of 7 the food secwnity of the the roadmap for the state’s
making drcles 1o pinpoint It seems that the cam:  capital formation as the have remained 9 per cent to 12-13 per cent.  nation and will continue 10 longawsited  structural
the uses and fxctors  palgners of the firt line of  Investment state  domestic dvsfunctional and This is possible by increas:  do 50 and also due t0 s transformation from an
responsible for the below-par  thought are attempting o product (SDP) mtio  has ’ ) ing tax complance, elimi  strategic location from the  agrarian to an industrialised
performance and the exdsting  weaken the pressure gener-  remained telow 20 per cent, ] l('ﬂv(‘l ne. mating tax evason and point of view of national economy along with ensur
eanomicscenarioof Purgab.  ated by the believers of the  which is 15 percentage points mMposing new taxes. security, the revival and reju-  ing food safiety and security
Thedelute has been concen:  second line of thoughton the  lower than the all-India ratio — The universal approach o venation of s economy isin  of the national economy.
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Being ‘future-ready’

India’s focus on indigenisation of arms production
is laudable, but on-time delivery is a priority

IR FORCE CHIEF AP Singh's concerns over the delays in the pro-
curement of critical mdi!ary pla!forns, and the fumityofsign
ontrac mely deliveryofthe
equlpnmtneedadd:asing.Ovudlelastdeadz the countryhas
bothby

¥ Y g prey

capital acaut 1hol 1 . bilities. Pri

4ra Modion Fridavhiehlichted howthe a2 oy A
the might of theindi
nights” meteamothe:shming pl
including the anti ine d
underwater defence capabilities. But the procurement process, as Singh
pointed out, is farfmm satlsfanm'y,and often gets vitiated. While stating

Rrah M Toand h PR

that“not 1 pletedon time’ ,Smghmi@!havebeenallud-
ingalsatofzc(thal tat ind: ited (HAL)isyetto
deliverthe 83 light combat ai mﬁ'[qgmku houghth twas

signed in 2021. It also remains uncertain whether the 70 HTT-40 basic
traineraircraft from HALcould beinducted into the Indian Air Force by Sep-
tember this year,as was planned.

To be sure, the government has been laying a lot of emphasis on
national security. Local defence manufacturing has received a big boost
from private -sector partidpaﬁon, and helped calibrate the Centre’s

udget. While the foreign direct (FDI)limit in defence
busi is 74%and \! } i even 1000
FDI is permitted through the governmcnl route if it leads to access to
modern technology. The country’s defence production stood at ¥1.27
lakh crore in FY24, and is believed to have reached ¥1.75 lakh crore in
FY25.The target is to take this to ¥3 lakh crore by 2029,and make India
a global hub for defence manufac!udng with exports to the tune of
250,000 crore by th for ialise, it is impor-
tant to accord much more sanctity to enforcement of contracts.

This is important, as of the record 193 contracts worth over 32 lakh
croresigned in 2024-25,0ver 90%is ded tolocal defence fac-
turers which need to leam from lhelr more experienced glnbal counter-
panshownmied hedull dto,and

dwith th I needsof th d forces. Also, fi
manufactunng capacity w be strong enough to meel the aspirauon of
self-reliance, ties like di oughttobe
given equal emphasis The Defmne Research and Developmenl Organi-
sation and the major corporate players would need to enhance their col-
laboration and make it more seamless. Overseas defence purchase deals
must alm for tedmolugy asslmilation to the extent possible, with more

i d sourcing di

India’s defence budget has grown 2.6 times to ¥6.81 lakh crore
between FY14 and FY26 (Budget Estimate). Thisindeed reflects an expen-
diture priority the sector is entitled to, but also shows that the indigeni-
sation process has helped cut costs. For perspective, the Centre’s overall
budget size hzs grown 3. Z umes between FY14 and FY26. Having two
China — India must guard
againslns focusundefcnczmdlgemsauon resulting inany lapse inmeet-
ing the immediate needs of the forces. The Air Chief is bang on when he
said,*We have to now be ready to be future-ready. That is the concern”
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Harvard's commencement
showed a united university

AYEAR CAN make a inthe lifeof an That’s
whathnluppmedatﬂam'd P AlanGar-
ber ding —iusuynrahzrpnnmxdls
rupted graduation ceremnnluwhen hundreds of students walked uuLAyeaxagu,
student speakers denounced th y and

g them. Lastweek, th k p that ooy

hip king ity's p L d Ll g inquiry

free expression.

What happened in between? The answeris,at least partly, Donald Trump.Inthe 16
months Hamas"attackon Istael on October 7,202 3, Harvard wasembroiled
in internal conflicts over Gaza, Israel, Palatmgammahnudumofwnpmﬁm
q)eech.'l'hennnApril 11,2025, the Trump sent the sch alls(of

possible to protectits

mply. In respanse, the

Inluimngmuﬂvtovenud:.
action fundamentally changed the narrative about Harvard — from a uni-
din i ited in its defense of itoftruth.
lmmmbedurlamnmanmnid:aheminthnsmrylwb&napmfem
at the university for 17 years; I went to college at Harvard, and I was a postdoctoral
fellow here. I love the university as much as it's pmuble to love an institution not
itswarm,

Mnmthanﬂm.lbellwemd:pupmeufﬂ!um
Veritas. The idea
thmlnllngkpnhmmnh,nthu thepu:pmeoh
university is to pursue the truth from every angle -
without li
means that the university should. pursue Lhe truth for
aslongas it takes — which is to say, forever.

An attack from outside always has a galvanizing
effiect — provided it doesn't destroythe institution. The
effect of Trump's assault on Harvard has been to dlose
the many gaps that exist vm.hm a uniwrmyonques

made the only decisi

NOAH
FELDMAN

8loomberg tionsofp dents, faculty
andstaff giventhegi g g
and we have resp byexp g I nmuchswtheomsﬂemdd
whyweall participate i T iversi
The d is that b dy, to learn, to teach and to
improve people’s lives.
ge.Sofar, Trump
has!mdedmnrgenwopwp! menwnvulnerahle like undocumented immi-
grants,; 4 g Th-nm_
ident's deffo i dofi
dents — Mmmthndxepmpnsalmmeﬂmneb\dgahﬂlmmksendmnm(
a( 21%— that theonly its priv-
g Iehi " the pursuit of truth. Prestige and cul
'r T g But g - h, it
dhmlmowledge!hathdp;dmwhndm(enpy!hempdvﬂey.
gathers not their aswell.

Manyofﬁx&fzmuymzmwi hwenemmmdedamhrasllymwelmhlayn

their

It i T the
"tjust! h
mduhnaage.mlnuge’ldnpermunlngmlmﬂamxﬂu andwmeamnuetn

be— g mostp
them into lives of p yand Ifittook Donald Trump ind
usofwhatwe his worthit.

Opinion

HE MONETARY POLICY
Committee (MPC) meeting
this month comes against
the backdrop of a relatively
more stable global environ-
ment compared to the previous policyas
countries attempt to strike trade deals
with the US, with the country’s admin-

©® POLICY PREVIEW
RBI MUST APPROACH MONETARY EASING GRADUALLY TO BALANCE RISKS FROM A VOLATILE GLOBAL ENVIRONMENT

On the monetary easing path

UPASNA BHARDWAJ

Chief economist, Kotak Mahindra Bank

istration willing to provide in
terms of timings and tariff rates. Having
said that, the global outlook remains
delicate as policy uncertainty and trade
frictions continue.

While the adversities on the global
front may have eased lately, the high-
frequency lndlczlors in lndla remain
mixed. Data on

prices.While core inflation is expected
to trend higher, much of the increase
is expected on account of the surge in
gold prices along with the adverse base
effect. Furthermore, the soft global
commaodity price cycle is exp dto

December 2024 and May. Coreliquidity
has surged to 6.5 trillion currently,
aided by a record RBI dividend mnsfu
to the g 1

@ HEALTHCARE FOR ALL

Union labour minister Mansukh Mandaviya

Poverty should never be a barrier to life-

saving care...the goal is to create a healthy
citizenry, which would, in turn, lead to a healthy
society and ultimately result in a healthy nation

Accordingly, we see room for deeper cuts
with the terminal repo rate settling
lower at 5-5.25% depending on the
scaleof global risks. However, we recom-
mend small steps of 25 bps each in June
and August policies followed by a pause
to evaluate risks. The real policy rates of
100-125 bg:in the slowing economic
cycle could be necessary to aid growth.
The oft-cited constraint to aggres-
sive monetary easing to support
growth is the plausible risk of financial
as interest
India and US narrow. We

hanklng system’s liquidity remaim
but lower at

sector, steel cement, core exports, index
of industrial production, etc. suggest an
early weakening trend, while
travel/freight indicators appear to be
robust. The tariff-led uncertainty is fur-
ther expected to delay a revival in the
private capex cycle. On the other hand,

we expect a normal monsoon, higher
rural wages, lower inflation and cost of
borrowing, along with a partial impact
of income tax cuts to provide some
cushion to the consumption demand.
Overall, we expect the FY26 GDP esti-
matestobearound 6-6.2% asthe global
risks unfold. Notably, the fiscal head-
room to address softness in growth
remains limited. The Reserve Bank of

keep the wholesale price index infla-
tion significantly muted. Given the low
crude prices, the oil marketing compa-

around €2 lakh crore.
We expect the divergence between
the core liquidity and banking system

nies' gross marketing margins on  liquidity to persist through at least the
petrol and diesel are currently around next three-four months befom govern-
¥13/litre each. This is ment g picks up
likely to provide a policy e to narrow the gaj

lever to the government Current bond yldd mnhdels, our est?-
to either manage inflation differentials are mates suggest that the

or fiscal slippage risk, if morea reflection of banking system liquidity

believe interest rate differentials
should not be the primary factorinflu-
encing the RBI's monetary policy deci-
sion. More so, the magnitude of bond
yield differentials witnessed histori-
cally(400-500 bps) have limited stand-
ing in today's macroeconomic back-
drop where India's fundamentals
remain resilient across all structural
parameters: benign inflation, low cur-
rentaccount deficit, high import cover,
and a fairly valued rupee. Accordingly,
the current bond yield differentials are
more a reflection of India's robust
IMACTo po! a

any, through additional India's robust should remain comfort-
excise duty hikes. e able at around 0.8-1.2%
Overall, the slowing Racre po.smenL of net demand and time
economy along with Versusa ly hrough the rest
benign inflation trends more pncarious US of HIFY26, nox warrant-
provideadequate roomfm debt it ingany
the MPC to - While
monmry eaxlng path. ln lhe wmding down of the

India’s (RBI) higher-th: d
idend to the government along with
higher revenues led by excise duty hike

on direct tax collections.

The inflation outlook, meanwhile,
remains fairly benign, promising to
average of around 3.5% in FY26 and
around 4% through most of FY27.
While untimely rains may pose some
upside to vegetable prices in the near
term, the predictions of normal rains
signal robust kharif sowing and con-
tained food prices, capping any sus-

food

g policy, we therefore
expecl 25 basis points (bps) of rate cut

heavy short-forward book of the RBI
(worth $64 billion in FY26)will weighon

tepid currency leakage and
i heln ke

US debt position. We, there-
t'ore, believe the RBI has adequate
degrees of freedom for now to address
a slowing economy. Needless to say, it
should approach the monetary easing
inagradual mannerin orderto balance
the risks from an extremely volatile
global environment.

Further, we await some guidance on
and details of the new

liquidity framework. Clarity is awaited

To ensure an adequate and smoo(h g p keep
+the RBIh o b ] d the timeli
easing of 75 bps (despite a repo rate cut comfortable. However, in H2FY26 the
of 50 bps) through aggressive liquidity plck-up in currencyin il could on the
some further liquidity eas-

g higt
rates to drop closer to the lower end of
th 504 ey

\3.75 P
to the repo rate of 6%%). The RBI has
infused durable liquidity to the tune of
¥8.1 lakh crore in the form of cash

ing measures given that the balance of
payment is broadly expected to remain
near-neutral.

Beyond the near term, we see the
continued negative nutput creating

and FX (forex) between

tained upside to non-j

slackinth bal uncer-
tainties further clouding  the outlook.

of the weighted
average call rate as the operating tar-
get of the MPC, variable/fixed repo
operations, any changes to liquidity
adjustment facility corridor, and/or
any other fine-tuning measures to ease
liquidity management.

Views are personal

Slackening corporate governance

MANISH SINGHAL

Secretary general, ASSOCHAM

Incidents like BluSmart collapse mar a sector’s
growth prospects and add to a growing list of
companies ignoring governance standards

Cascading impact on

THE COLLAPSE OF the elec-
trlt vehicle taxi service, has not only
butalso

hada dehllitaung impact onasection of
the population which had seen areliable
and clean mode of transport emergelike
a breath of fresh air. What BluSmart
managed to achieve in a short span of

ecosystem
Besides the lack of robust corporate
governance standards, another major
connection between the above-men-
tioned companies was that they were
able to endear themselves to the public
due to the high efficiency in their ser-

with the satisfaction and reliance of its

lars on which an organisation can aspire

failure mbmklanliealwurkphm.Withasharp
amatter of widespread public concern. P andsus-
look
Build institutions, not forward tobuild a culturewhich provid
companies these three aspects to em
A Il The point to by
been that theyaspire to be “employers of Inﬂﬂscaselsthaucompanyscultm

timewascommendable — agreatbrand, m&ﬂwfact(hanhemhalalwzysbem choice” It is easier said than done,and to is d at the ing, not
creating value for the and  ap ywhen th achieve that goal organisations needto  in the middle or after any incident
earning their hard-earned trust. these companies were exposed rzvuah invest in the processes and prioritise ~ which exposes the lack of necessary
Inacompetitive market like India, it how sudden collapse not This must inter-
is extremely tough for Igs to p A 's culture is important to foster an nalise that suhllny, transpa:ency,
endear th Iv espe- internal stakehol but is impl 4 which does sustained performance aren't mere
ciallyi alsoasi chunk of dat notgive treat- — they are the lifeblood of
Pricing, market ¢ Tl capiblll and other lh. b.gnnmg, ment to either the pro- any organisation which aspires to cre-
and the ability to deliver keholds includi moterorthe honchos. atealasting legacy.
services are ftayaols which help a com- employees and vendors. inthe m“. or Becoming an employer These vglues when embedded into
dout,and A major repercussion afteranyincident ¢ cnoice in today’s  acompany’s DNA from its inception,
tickall thebms from the BluSmart whichexposesthe dynamic and discerning  fosteraculture that prioritises ethical
Unfortunately, it has also unrav- episode will be the unin- lack of talent P conduct, ensures employee satisfac-
elled like Kingfisher Airlines and Jet tended spotlight on how guardrails a holistic and deeply tion and longevity, and cultivates
Airways — both brands which were go about ded i enduring brand value. This cannot bea

able to carve a distinctive identity due
to their exemplary services during the
peak of their operations.

Otmously, these companies are not

from grace

nmng money and are
functioning with seemingly scant

Itn

crisis strategy to be

a strategic to f inga

regard for reg
These unfortunate lnddenu can mara
sector’s future growth prospects as

lusive, and pur-
pose -driven culture. This goes beyond
the absence of preferential treatment

1 d aftera scandal erupts. It
isthe very foundational bedrock upon
which the entire enterprise is built. It

needs to be seen from the prism of
1

due to lack or of lly foreign, may  anddelves into actively culti g an
strong governance standards. Thelistls  become cagey y about beli g in the where every individual
vision of an entrepreneur, leadlng to faels valued, respected,and empowered
in lndh Incin lhe pan decade in this overall P and theirbest.
metric,it gr dithering over g ghting new and
. ignoring tt exciting Focus on cullure at the outset
basic conception on which robust and Thi ply inter- and

woven the success of a company can be

THE EDITOR

Respectable numbers

Apropos of “Slow but steady" (FE,
May 31), the robust and unexpected
Q&4 GOP numbers at 7.4% have come
as welcome news, succeeding in
lifting the year's GOP to a respectable
6.5%, albeit the lowest in four years.
The imposition of US tariffs will affect
the competitiveness of our exports,
and its effect on our GDP remains to
be seen. Demand is just not picking
up. The only hope is that the tax cuts

mdullng brand value are the three pil-

laws of physics that govern
whether a structure stands or falls.
Neglecting these principles from the
outset is not just short-sighted, but a
gamble with the organisation’s very
existence.To put it bluntly, it is a gam-
ble where the odds are heavily stacked
against long-term success.

for salaried employees will put some in FY25 and grew at an ii public di growth warrants

money in the hands of the people to 7.4% in the March quarter owe to our anenbon, especmlly as global

spend and create demand. Though sound ic fra rk persist. Private sector

not as important as before, a good While the bers exceed remains a critical area.
could improve adeeper look suggests the trajectory Despite a stable policy environment,

especially in the rural areas. remains largely in line with estimates. businesses appear cautious.

~—Anthony Henri Itis enc ing to see private Unlocking this potential requires more

consumption gaining pace, driven in than just incentives. It demands
Steady ngth part by supportive fiscal like ined i i

The GDP figures highlight India's
continuing economic resilience amid
a e global

tax reforms and easing monetary
policy. This indicates improving
hy hold i However, the

That the até6.5%

lowd in capital f ion and

demand and global stability.
~—Sanjay Chopra, Mohali
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BENGALURU

INDIAN EXPRESS IS NOT AN
INDUSTRY. IT IS A MISSION.

— Ramnath Goenka

INDIA’S 5STH-GEN AMCA
NEEDS MISSION MODE
TOMEET DEADLINES

VER a year after the Cabinet Committee on Security

gave its nod for India's first 5th-generation fighter

alreraft, the Advanced Medium Combat Aircraft

(AMCA), the Defence Mlnislry on May 27 cleared the

way for the A 11 Agency (ADA)
under the Defence Research & Development Organisation
as the nodal agency to commence work on the design and
development of its execution model.

The development is welcome, although it's a case of better
late than never, considering that India’s not-so-friendly
nelghbourhood already has 5th-generation fighter aireraft
among its squadrons. China reportedly has an operational
fleet of 180 Gth-generation fighter jets, and, according to un-
confirmed reports, it unveiled its 6th-generation fighter, the
Chengdu J-36, in January. Its all-weather ally Pakistan is said
to be procuring 40 more of their 5th-gen fighters.

AMCA's first of the five planned prototypes is expected to
be unveiled in three years, and its maiden flight is likely to
take off no earlier than 2028. Its operational roll-out can be
expected only by 2035. The Initial prototypes may cost ap-
proximately ¥1,720 erore each, but this could be reduced to
2860 crore when production scales up. The overall project has
been allocated 715,000 crore. This presents a time span with
possible cost escalations, during which equations about air
power balance with neighbours may likely turn to India's
disadvantage. This must be viewed against the backdrop of
the Indian Air Foree already being stretched thin, with the
squadron h down to 31 against the authorised 42.

The AMCA is an ambitious project planned to be indige-
nous, involving the private or public sector, either independ-
ently or in collaboration. As a 5th-generation fighter jet, it
will require key features such as a stealth airframe, internal
carriage of smart weapons, a low-probability-of-intercept
radar, advanced sensors with data fusion, super<ruise per-
formance, advanced avionics features, and highly integrated
computer systems to enable its pilots to have a comprehen-
sive understanding of the in-combat scenario.

With the Centre green-lighting the project, ADA is due to
issue an Expression of Interest for the AMCA development
phase. While the execution model is expected to lay the
groundwork for how the project will unfold in stages to
achieve its goals, it is essential to maintain tight deadlines so
that the AMCA takes flight at the earliest.

APTNESS OF CIVILIANS TO
BEARARMS IS REAL ISSUE

SSAM Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma recently

announced that the State's “original inhabitants and

indigenous communities” can get licences to buy fire-

arms to protect themselves in the face of insecurity

over infiltration and life threats in areas bordering
Bangladesh where government presence is minimal. The
Opposition has pointed out that the decision would show the
security infrastructure along the international border in a
poor light and even give a fillip to gun culture. In communally
sensitive Assam, where Assembly elections are due early
next year, the announcement has sparked a debate.

The policy raises some eyebrows. The government did not
say if it had ﬁrs( considered strengthening border forces be-
fore the policy P people’s lives is a core
function of the State, and the policy could be misinterpreted
as ineffective governance and policing in the border areas.
Secondly, vetting licence seekers to exclude the unoriginal
and the non-indigenous could fuel fresh confusion in Assam
amid official attempts to weed out illegal Bangladeshi immi-
grants. Thirdly, the stringent police verification process for
granting lio “genuine” citi Id raise allegations
of discrimination. Fourthly, many people in these areas still
struggle to access basic amenities, and it's unrealistic to ex-
pect them to afford an expensive firearm, undergo training,
and acquire the cognitive skills necessary to understand the
rules of self-defence. The well-off among them would easily
bear arms, even creating an “armed elite” within society.

It's not the first time a state in India is arming its citizens.
The government trained civilians as Village Defence Guards
inJ&K. The scheme was disbanded after a scandal involving
licence and firearm misuse. Punjab once trained civilians as
Special Police Officers. Chhattisgarh gave firearms to tribal
youth, forming a vigilante group, Salwa Judum, in 2006 to
combat the Naxal insurgency. The Supreme Court declared
it unconstitutional after mass recovery of illegal firearms
and humzm rights violations. The Court's verdict observed:
“Thy of sucha environment of dek
sation of sof the deprived of our popula-
tion, in which guns are given to them rather than books, to
stand as guards for the rapine, plunder and loot in our for-
ests, would be to lay the road to national destruction.” The
spirit behind the apex court's pronouncement is applicable
in Assam’s case as well.

UNIQUE LIFE-SAVER
JAPANESEmsemhemareonlhevergeof a breakthrough:

artificial blood for use by patients of any blood type. Clinical

trials are currently on. Made from expired donor blood, the
lab substitute reportedly clones real blood duties—carrying
oxygen and aiding blood clots. Unlike the original, it lasts over
a year at room temperature. The innovation can revolutionise
emergency healthcare worldwide because artificial blood can
be available anywhere, from hospitals to crash sites to conflict
zones, ready for instant use without the need for compatibility
tests or refrigeration. Indian researchers are not far behind in
experimenting with artificial red blood cells, artificial blood
vessels and even lab-made haemoglobin.

N early May, Sri Lankans voted
for a third time in a series —this
time to elect members to the lo-
cal authorities. The ruling Na-
tional People’s Power (NPP) se-
cured a majority of seats in 266
out of 341 local bodies in an elec-
tion considered a popularity test for the
incumbency. The NPP secured 43.25 per-
centof the vote, recording a dent in popu-
larity, also reflective of the fragmented
nature of votes at the local level.

Into its seventh month in office, the
NPP appears tight-lipped on matters of
policy and plans, preferring to avoid dis-
cussion and instead offering combative
television performances by junior ranks
on public concerns that beg answers. The
May 6 vote can be best considered a quiet
reprimand from the people, impatient
with the slow delivery While the govern-
ment has a five-year term, it still needs to
manage public expectations and prevent
public outrage.

The brewing dissent is partly of the
government’s making. The NPP, while
indulging in rhetorical condemnation
of corruption as the only reason for eco-
nomic collapse, did not adequately ex-
plain to the public the severity of Sri
Lanka's economic situation. The NPP
sometimes made it appear a manage-
ment problem, which only the NPP
could address. People still trust the gov-
ernment to have integrity but question
its ability to fix the economy without
passing further burden on to them.

The government is now saddled with
the Herculean task of managing an econ-
omy that successive governments have
mismanaged. It has also inherited a much-
maligned reform agenda via the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund (IMF), from which
there is no easy departure. The adminis-
tration is naturally finding it challenging
to explain that things are not as easy as
they appeared to be when it was in oppe

Lack of policy coherence prevents Sri Lanka from moving
forward and making strategic partnerships that can
help the country overcome its economic woes

PATCH ECONOMY,
MEND BILATERALS,
SOOTHE CITIZENS

lcy and trade negotiating capacity.
the current di

YRR
fwast-wining ourdlist and lawpe Shels
& foundr and decior of the (olombo-dased
Centier Yo estigathe Regorting (OR)
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lombo should overlook long-term loyalties
that have ined steadfast in their

tion. Barring the occasional protest, it is
unlikely that public outrage can be pre-
vented from spilling onto the streets in
some form soon if the
not take action to move the economy for-
ward without compromising public trust.
Sri Lanka is currently attempting to ne-
gotiate the hefty nt reciprocal tar-
iff announced by US President Donald
Trump. The snrprise ruling by an Ameri-
can trade court blocking steep tariffs may
offer the island some respite, but it calls for
prudent handling. The island’s bulk ex-
ports head to the US, and the proposed tar-
iff poses a serious threat to the country’s
export earnings. How Sri Lanka negotiates
and plans to use the small window of op-
portunity will depend on solid foreign pol-

tion’ lfnrelglpullc).lhld) is often unclear
and, at times, raises doubts about strategy.
Take, for how India’s nei

have moved away despite its

friendship or ignore China, Sri Lanka's
largest bilateral creditor

This calls fora fo-elgn polu:y that is mot
edin

hood First” policy Some have looked to the
West, while others towards China. Colom-
bo could use the opportunity to consoli-
date its trade partnerships with India ina
manner that bolsters the economy and
maximises its geostrategic benefits, Dur-
ing the economic crisis, India played a cru-
cial role, although it was often viewed with
misgivings due to its chequered past. As
economists note, it may be a window of
opportunity to collaborate with India to
gain a better foothold in negotiating with
the US, given the close economic ties be-
tween the two countries. In doing so, Co-

terests. In shurt Colombo should vmrk
with all these powers to deliver the best re-
sults at home. Sri Lanka needs a well-craft-
ed balancing act. The Dissanayake admin-
istration should learn from the Rajapaksa
regime that playing one against the other
does not yield long-term beneficial results.
The singularly pro-China approach led the
island into deeper debt, which eventually
brought the economy to a grinding halt
and created powerful enemies.

Inshort, the government must learn to
balance the Neighbourhood First with
Belt and Road. It also needs to strategi-

A SYNCRETIC VISION TO
HEAL OUR DIVIDED WORLD

HIS week, I felt the urge to revisit
a Sufi bridge-builder between Hin-
duism and Islam just to see if 1still
felt hopeful about his syncretic
ideas. Bulle Shah (1680-1735) was
born into a noble family of Syeds
at Qasur, now in Pakistan. As a
child, Bulle Shah, colloquially known as

‘Bulla’ and ‘Bulleya’ in Punjabi, was report-
edly lost in thought frequently, which wor-
ried his family

In the course of his restless youth, Bulla
was tormented by mchnate spiritual long-
ings while urged by ily to
live his hfensannbleman withall its attend-
ant pleasures and privileges. One da). he
went on a long ride to clear his head

in Punjabi, allegorising God on the pattern
of Krishna Bhakti. He drew on the popular
Punjabi imagery of the folkloric hervine,
Heer, pining for her lover, Ranjha, which
also resonated with Advaita philosophy—
specifically, the concept of the jivatma, or
individual soul, seeking to merge into the
Paramatma, the Universal Soul.

away from home for a bit. He happened to
notice a line of ants diligently carrying
grain to their anthill. He paused, his atten-
tion caught, and wondered, “All that indus-
try just to feed oneself?”” Why was every
living creature, from insects to birds, ani-
mals and human beings, relentlessly driven
by the same mission—to find food, to sus-
tain life, to perpetuate its species? The mys-
tery of Creation beckoned strongly to him,
and he set out to find a spiritual guide.
Bulla found his spiritual master by
chance in a vegetahle garden of all places.
HEmunslnayalQidlfLﬁvmﬂmQ&
diri order of Sufis. It was a historically in-
fluential order, for it was a Qadiri Sufi who
had taught Prince Dara Shikoh and led him

and Islam—as in the work Majma wl-Bah-
rain, meaning The Mingling of Oceans.
However, that well-meant book had not
reached the ordinary people; it had stayed
in high-class cirdes, where it had little or
no influence. It  was nm for the hm polloi,

Bulla's caught on in Punjabi
circles, like the heartfelt “Masjid dhaade,
mandir dhaade/ Dhaade jo kuch dhainda/
Ik kisi da dil na dhaanvin/ Rab dilaanvi-
chrehnda." This translates as, "Break the
mosque and break the temple, break what
can be broken; but do not break the human
heart, within which God abides.”

Bulleh Shah challenged religious
mlnﬂmmwmnﬂtpnmv

just asalbu were
not for ordinary folk those days, but were
expensive collectables for kings, nobles and
“&lgx memhanu

mm,;‘...w.,
e He became a bridge between

divided

ities and a lasting

d that he
should so adore a lowly market gardener,
buthewnslmtlnbeduﬂmdzd.ﬂlsywth
ided with the last
harsh years of Aurangzeb’s reign. This un-
pleasant legacy may have further influ-
enced his preference to follow Dara's syn-
cretic path rather than Aurangzeb’s divisive
and intolerant route. Dara was the ‘might-
have-been’, the lost prinoe who would for-
ever symbolise an attempt at Hindu-Muslim
amity. Somebody would have to articulate
the Qadiri vision to the common folk, and
Bulla took it upon himself to do so.
Bulle Shah wrote highly romantic poetry

voice for interfaith harmony. Today,
we must consider his ideas for the
sake of national interest

This did not go down well with conserva-
tive clerics, and Bulla faced considerable
resistance, but he was determined to ex-
press his thoughts and have his say. Typi-
mlh. he answered in verse, with “Mullah,

me please my Beloved/Though I become a
dancing girl, I lose no honour/Let me win
him over with my dance " According to Bul-
1a, the objective of social unity was a worth-
while goal, and its secret lay in realising that

Dignity is often a veil
between us and the
real truth of things

{

cally involve partners to resolve the US
reciprocal tariff matter, which could oth-
erwise deliver a deadly blow to an econo-
my that has lost its shock absorbers. Now,
itis a matter of carefully managing com-
pet

nomic advancement. In this regard, there
are lessons to learn from countries that
maximised their geostrategic locations
and others who repositioned themselves
to meet new economic challenges.
It is this lack of policy coherence that
plvvents mecuumry fmm mov mg forward
can
help Sri Lanka nvvercnme its economic
woes. Beyond bold action, it is now that the

policy
es that do not make choices that harm.

The NPP has been prudent in not aban-
doning the IMF formula despite firm elec-
tion pledges to the contrary. This is essen-
tial for economic recovery and for
maintaining a semblance of normalcy It
is equally important to prioritise strategy
over old affiliations or political ideology,
as challenging as it may be.

The reform agenda is quite unpopular
among many, but it now appears to be the
only available antidote to the island’s
problems. Having opposed it before the
polls, the t now finds it diffi-
cult to convince the people of additional
tax revisions and other controls that pass
the burden to them.

In addition, the government should
avoid walking back on previous plans to
restructure loss-making and underper-
forming state-run enterprises. As chal-
lenging as it may be, the government must
reduce the massive public sector work-
force, which exceeds 1.3 million, a political
dumping ground where successive gov-
ernments created jobs for political gain.
What the country has also not seen is a
move toward increasing productivity

All the strategies in the world and part-
nerships cannot deliver Sri Lanka's econ-
omy unless strategic attempts are made to
improve productivity. Despite the stated
policies, there remains significant confu-
sion about how the administration intends
to fix the island's flagging economy. This,
too, becomes a matter of policy intricately
linked to foreign policy

Meanwhile, time is running out, slowly
but surely, for an administration brought
to office with great expectations. Along
with that, public patience too, is on the
wane. For President Anura Dissanayake
and his brigade, it is a wake-up call to re-
view policies and adopt a pragmatic, geo-
strategically prudent foreign policy and
economic approach if Sri Lanka is to
move forward. (Views are personal)

(dilrukshihandunnetti@gmail.com)
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Flood crisis

Ref: (itles drowning in greed's flood

{Jume 1). Cities like Delhi, Mumbai and
Bengaluru face repeated flooding dee to
outdated drainage and over-concretisation.
Current systems can't handle rainfall. The
government should adopt global best
practices and avoid reclaiming wetlands.
Haribandhu Panigrahi Tarbha

Balance needed

Ref: Needed soon: Switch to life-work
balance {June 1). The author suggests
valuing the skills of retired peaple by
shifting from a work-life to a life-work
balance. Reducing long hours for the youth

‘God is One’”. This short, i verse
struck a chord with several people: “Jit jitu-
margawaai/ Hun tuhaarfakira/ Jitte da mu-
ladhkasira/ Hoare da mulhira.”

The literal, if bumpy. translation of that
is, “Life has slipped by chasing victory/
Now learn to lose, o seeker/ Victory's worth
but half a grain/While 'defeat’ is a dia-
mond.” Its message to everyday folk was to
let their inner moral and spiritual convic-
tions triumph and not surrender to the
forceful rules of orthodoxy

Bulla got more noticed in the second half
of the 20th century, thanks to Bollywood.
His first airing outside Punjab was in the
film Bobby in 1973. His verse, ‘Masjid
dhaade, mandir dhaade’, was translated in
Hindi as the song Beshagq mandir-masjid
todo. His lyrics scored another hit through
AR Rahman's Tere ishq nachaya chhaiyy-
achhaiyya (Your love set me dancing) in the
movie Dil Se back in wea Bulla’s verses

ical realms
of Kathak, wherein ‘Sufi Kathak' was quite
the vogue in Delhi in the noughties. But it
is as a political message his words carry sig-
nificance today for communal relations.
‘They seem to urge a deeper sense of nation-
hood through uniting the God-seeking im-

Bulla wished to see him:

gaucharave, Lanka chadh:maadbwau /
Mabkke da bann Haji aave/ Wah-wah rang
vataida/Hun kitti aap chhupaida? Mean-
ing, “You appeared as Krishna, Rama, and
the Pilgrim of Mecca, showing so many col-
ours; Where do You hide now?"

Are Bulla's ideas remotely doable today?
1t’s likely that many will not buy his fuzzy
love. Deep differences exist in both theory
and practice desplte sporadic interfaith

rijhaa-

But maybe, just maybe, we can

mndt /Kanjri baniyaan meri ijjat na ghat
i/ Mujhenachkeyoarmanaavan de.” This
means, "Mullah, call me not to pmver/let

[«

Editor

atha, Bengal

Aneiel Takck Bengaluny- 560 092 Bengaburu. Vol 61, Ne. 130 RNI Reg, No. 3457/1960. Phone: 080-22866853

‘fake it till we make it' for the sake of na-
tional interest. (Views are personai)
(shebabalagmail com)

retired people tan help buitd
amare inclusive, creative, healthy, and
fulfilling saciety.
Jayaraman CP,

Al limitations

Ref: Al bloodbath in white collar jobs,

and siower hiring (June 1). When the
computer was first introduced, thers was

an outcry that it would lead to large-scale
unemployment. Yet nothing drastic ocurred,
and work was completed mare quickly and
efficiently. The human brain is unique and
an never be perfectly replicated by AL
RSampath, Chennai

Sindoor losses

Ref: Suffered initial losses during Op
Sindoor: (0S (June1). (DS General Anil
Chauhan's admission of initial losses in
Operation Sindoor clarifies that Indian
jets were hit. Though India struck back
effectively, the belief that it emerged
unstathed is now proven incorrect, despite
heavier casuaities on the Pakistani side.
CV Aravind, Bengalury

Covid surge

Ref: Covid cases cross 3K, 26 deaths (June
1). A new Covid-19 wave in India has caused
3,000 cases. mostly in Maharashtra, Delhi
and Kerala. Experts are not worried yet. but
If it worsens as in 2020, people must be
ready to protect themselves.

‘Gulam Rabbani, Haveli

Highway failure

Ref: Concessionaire failed to improve
ground’s bearing capacity: NHAI {June 1).
Serious damage to National Highway 66

at Kooriyad, Kerala, due to design faults
and umsuitable elevated embankment has
drawn national attention. NHAI's handling
is blaming the

unfairly. Contract awards and bid dotuments
must be urgently reviewed.

Jiji Panicker K, Chengannur

Express Press, Plot No. 24, Bommasandes industrisl Ares, 4th Phase, Survey Na. 46, Part Yarandahalli Village, Jigani Hobl,
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HE political class will do better if it

stops desisting from trying to de-
rive chectoral mileage from the highly
successful Operation Sindoor that was
executed recently. The military aspects
of the operation have boen largely
praised (even by objective western ex-
perts), but the political afternath has
peoven far more complex. The ruling
party has come under scrutiny for alleg-
edly using the operation’s success to en-
hance its nationalistic image ostensibly
for electoral gains. On its part, the Op-
position has done little better, Congress
president Mallikarjun Kharge called for
a special pardiamentary session 10 dis-
cuss the operation in detail. He raised
concerns about inconsistencies in of-
ficlal narratives, particularly surround-
ing reports regarding the number of

Indian alrcraft lost during the strikes.
He abo accused the ment of
“miskeading the nation” His statement
came afier the Chief of Defence Staff
Gen Anil Chauhan acknowledged the
Joss of some Indian aircradt but empha-
sised that the armed forces had adapted
quickly to changing tactical scenarios,
ultimately achieving the mission ob-
Jectives. Chauhan lly refuted

socurity and navigiting partisan in-
terests, While it is natural for political
parties 10 discuss significant national
developments, i Is impevative that such
dislogues remain  constructive and
rooted In the national interedt. Exploit-
Ing military operations for dlectoral ad-
vantage not only undermines the integ-
rity of the armed forces but also erodes

ic dence in the nationis demo-

Pakistan's assertions of shooting down
multiple Indian jots, labelling them as
propaganda meant to distort facts. His
remarks highlighted the critical role of
clear and truthful communication in
sustaining public trust and

cratk institutions. As India continues
10 assess the bong-term implications of

tion Sindoor, there is & pressing
need foe political maturity and a unified
sance on Issues of national security,
R g and by g the cour-

misinformation.

The palitical discourse triggered by
Operation Sindoor reflects a broader
tension between safeguarding national

e and mnydtmt of the armed forc-

e should transcend political divides.
National security must remain above
the realm of party politics, treated with

Op Sindoor should not be used to derive political mileage

the serfousness and dignity it deserves.
Also, our political leaders must come to
terms with & sobering reality: Opera-
tion Sindoor, while tactically successful
and symbolically significant, was not &
war that we won—nor even a full-scale
battle. At best, it was a well-executed
skirmish, a calibeated military response
10 the horrifying Pahalgam terror at-
tack that claimed 26 innocent lives.

Its importance lies not In territorial
gains or dramatic military victores,
but in the message it has sent lowd and
clear- Pakistan will have to pay & heavy
price for supporting and harbouring
terrorist outfits. Precision strikes on
terrorist camps disrupted their opera-
tions and showcased Indias strateghc
capabilities. However, this operation
must not be mistaken for closure. The

war on terror is a long and evolving
struggle, roquiring constant vigilance,
strategic foresight, and, above o, ma-
tional unity, True victory will come
not with a single strike, but through
sustained efforts to dismantle the net-
works of extremism to be assured of
lasting peace and security. Operation
Sindoor stands as a testament to Indias
strateglc capability and resolve in the
face of terrorism, However, its legacy
will be defined not just by military pre-
cision but by the manner the nation’s
political leadership chooses to aw
with &, By fostering transp

(©) LETTERS

Cheers to the humane side of
the new Miss World

SUCIMTA Chuangsri, the 21-year-old Thai beauty standing
tall at 180 cm, has made history by winning the 72nd Miss
World title. Her remarkable blend of elegance, intelligence, and
compassion has brought immense pkﬂ 1o Thailand placing

Phuket in the global 5 .Thhmwyhenpm«lmbou
Wmﬁumm‘:umwmmmnm
region, Her advocacy for breast cancer awareness through the
“Opal for Her” initiative showcases how beauty queens can drive
meaningful mﬂ chap ud lupw ham«l cwnwﬂy en-

couraging responsible dialogue, nml
priceitising unity, India can ensure that
such operations serve their true pur.
pose—protection and security of all its
citizens,

Economic boom should lift all boats,

APOLOGIST

the global news headlines

of late when India achieved
the monumental feat of sur-
passing Japan to claim the tike
of the worlds fourth-largest
economy with a nominal GDP
of S4187 trlion, namowly
ahead of Japan's $4.186 trillion.

India and Japan represent
two facinating, yet contrast:
ing, economk stories on the
global lindscape.

One is & rapidly growing,
populous  emerging - market
with a youthful demographic,
while the other is a mature,
advanced

INDIA and Japan occupied

graphic challenges. This tale of
two economies highlights their

Often hailed as the ‘workds
fastest-growing  major  econ-
omy. India has been o a re-
markable trajectory. The mile-
stane of surpassing Japan marks
its ascent as a global economic

 driven by a youth-
ful population, booming tech
and manufacturing sectors, and
bold infrastructure initiatives.

Yet, for millions of Indians—
from tech workers in Bengaluru
10 farmers in Bihar—this head-
line masks a decper question:
how does this growth transhate

Eot just

oammumu
» Don't 3
'”mmiu-

into everyday Tile? And how
does it compare to Japan, a na-
tion celebrated for its high liv-
Ing standards, equitable wealth
distribution, and efficient soci-
ay?

Indiss economic ascent to
the workd's fourth-largest econ-
omy is a point of national pride.
Yet, beneath this headline bes a
troubling reality: One per cont
of Indians control nearly 40
per cent of the nation’s weakth,
according %o recent reports.
This extreme concentration of
weakth underscores an alirm-
ing widening of the gap be-
tween the haves and have-nots,
threatening social cobesion and
sustainable growth.

An economy’s size is meas-
ured by its Gross Domestic
Product (GDP), the total value
of goods and services produced
annwally. Indias $4.187 il
lion GDP in 2025 places it be-
hind only the United States of
America, China, and Germany,
fudled by a population of 145
billion,

However, GDP per capita
reveals a stark divide. Indias
per capita income s
$2,900, while Japan's is $39,000,
over 13 times higher. With
Japan’s population at 125 mil-
licn, its wealth is more evenly
distributed,  ensuring  better
living standards. For the aver-
age Indian, this means national
prosperity doesnt yet translate
into personal wealth, Japan’s
frhumhdmhm‘mml-

s, better infrastructure, and
oquitable wealth  distribution,
despite a smaller economy,

Emulating Japan's focus on

yachts of the elite

schemes like Ayushman Bharat
providing free care to millions.
Yet, 355 per cent of under-5
children face malnutrition, and
rural heahcare is incomsistent,
Economic growth is expanding
hospitals, but high out-of-pock-
et costs burden famibies.

Japan’s universal healthcare
ensures  neartotal - cover
with advanced facilities. Indias
low per capita income limits
such access.

The concentration of around
40 per cent of Indias wealth in
me hands of mc cent of

leveraging India's youthtul d

pul eacking

potential unrest,

To address its wealth gap, In-
dia requires bold and inclusive
policies like progressive taca-
tion, skilling and education, ru-
ral lnvestment, and social safety
mets, among others.

Strengthening  wealth  and
inheritance taxes could redis-
tribute resources. Closing loop-
holes and improving tax com-
pliance would ensure that the
rich contribute fairly. Expand-
ing access to quality education

nxl.mnr training, epe-
aliy in rural arcas, can bridge
the skills mismatch. Boosting
1 runl  infrastruc-

could transform this tale of inequality into one of shared
prosperity. To rival Japan's quality of life, India must
priortise equitable growth, skilling, and infrastructure.

Japan's Gini coefficient (a
M

Ixk training for high-tech
ol 1 hurdle. In-

disparity. lts model il\mn that
equitable growth can enhance

mNIly.a modd that India can

look 10 cmulate.

India’s economic surge
reshaping lives, but the ben-
efits are uneven, and challenges

st s n:ommk pnvah

arcas lagging in infrastrocture
and access 1o services, The in-
formal sector, which employs
a large portion of the work-
force, lacks sochl security and
stabdity, Indias  250-millicn-
strong middle class s fuel-
ling a consumer boom, from

umumaly translate into im-
mediate improvements for eve-
ryone, In total cconomic size,
India has overtaken Japan, but
in daily life metrics, Japan re-
mains far ahead due to various
factors pointed sbowe.

Indias unemployment rate
i April 2025 was 5.1 per cent,
higher than Japan's impres-
sive 2.5 per cont. Urban youth
face a steep 17.2 per cent un-
employment rate. A skills mis-
match—65.7 per cent of Indials
unemployed are educated but

ph 1o 5G streaming.
l)lpl payments, like UPI &t
willage shops, are transforming
even rural arcas. In contrast, Ja-
pan's $39.000 per capita income
onsures most ctizens  enjoy
modemn homes, reliable public
transport, and leisure like din-
out or bullet train travel,
While Indias middie class will
expand, its 140th ghobal rank in
per capita income underscores
that the poorest wonlt see quick
gins.
India’s Universal Health Cov-
erage Index has improved, with

im-hlny ml tensions, po-
litkal influences and  youth
frustration, among cthers.

Extreme ineguality can sti-
fle growth. The poorest 43
cent, who str for
2022, have limited purchasing
power, showing consumer-driv-
en economi expansion. Indias
140th ghobal rank in per capita
income ($2900) reflects this
skewed distribution,

Rising inoquality fucks re-
sentment, as seen in urban-
rural divides and protests over
Job scarcity, The urban middle
class enjoys smastphones and
5G, while rural famiies face
malnutrition (35.5 per cent of
under-five children) and inad-
equate healthcare,

The wealthy ocne per cent
wiclds  disproportionate  in-

advantage. These risk under-
mining democratic falmess and
 Lrust,

With urban youth unem-
ployment at 172 per cent,
educated young Indians fedl ex-
cluded from the wealth boom,
Jeading to disillusionment and

tre, and healthcare (such as
expanding Ayushman Bharat)
would lift the poorest, reduc-
ing the urban-rural divide.
Strengthening  welfare  pro-
grams, ke food subsidies and

Is a moment of pride, but true
success lies in improving daily
life. The challenge is to ensure
that its economi boom lifts
all boats, not just the yachts of
the elite. Emulating Japaris fo-
cus on equitable systems while
leveraging India’s youthful de-
mographic  advantage could
transform this take of inequality
into one of shared prosperity.
To rival Japaris quality of life,
India must prioritise equitable
growth, skilking, and infrastruc-
ture.

The economic race should be
00 —nod Just togrow bigger, but
1o grow better,

(The author is former Senfor

Editor, The Economic Thnes,

and currently practicing as an

Advocate in Telangana High

Court)

Congress - The true custodian of Telangana s aspirations

RACHAMALLA SIDDESHWAR

ELANGANAS  joumey

towards statchood Is in-
trinskcally imerwoven with
the relentless commitment of
the Indian National Congress
(INC), As the state commeno-
rates its Formation Day on
June 2, it is only fitting that we
reflect upon the pivotal role
played by the Congress party
and its towering leader Sonka
Gandhi in f the

One cannot speak of Telan-
gana without honouring the
courage and  statesmanship
of Sonia Gandhi. She under-
stood the historial, cultural,
and emotional context of the
Telangana movement, At the
2004 rally in Karimnagar, she
pledged to ddiver a separate
state. In keeping with that
promise, on December 9, 2009,
the UPA Government, under
her leadership, initiated the
formal process of Telangama
state’s creation. Despite intense
opposition and political pres-
sure, she stood her ground,
coordinating  with  alliance
partners to ensure the passage
of the Telangara Bill in Parlia-
ment. Ulimately, in 2014, the
20th state of the Indian Union
was born lhrouﬂ ukmoa-
I, and trans-

dream of millions into a con-
stitutional reality,

For decades, people from
all walks of life in Telangana
voiced their demand for self-
determination and  regional
justice. Despite immense polit-
ical challenges and calculated
resistance, it was Sonka Gandhi
whao, moved by the genuine as-
pirations and struggles of the
region’s populace, took an un-
wavering stand to realise their
long-cherishod dream, Her de-
cision to support the formation
of Telangana was not borne out
of political expediency but out
of a ‘P(:;"‘ d belief in jus-
ke, sm, and regional
oquity.

process.  Importantly,
Sonia Gandhi did not ignore
the concerns of from
Scemandhra.  With  genuine
concern for all regions, she
extended assurances of spe-
aal status 10 Andhra Pradesh,
sanctioned financial packages
for backward areas, and prom-
ised national project status foe
Polavaram.

Tragially, the succeeding
BIP government at the Centre
summarily ignored these sol-
emn promises, subjecting both
Andhra Pradesh and Telan-
gana to blatant discrimination
in the allocation of funds, pro-
jects and constitutional rights,

As Telangana steps into its

Ultimately, In 2014, the 29th
state of the Indian Union was

With genuine concern for all reglons, she extended
assurances of special status to Andhra Pradesh, sanctioned
financial packages for backward areas, and promised
national project status for Polavaram

twelfth year of existence, a look
back at the last decade reveals
a sobering truth, While the
Congress sowed the seeds of its
birth, others reaped the politi-
<cal fruits,

The BRS government, led by
K. Chandrasekhar Rso, who
assumed power  capltalising
on emotional rhetoric, failed
to live up to its bofty promises.
The pledge to appoint a Dalit
Chief Minister remained un-
fulfilled. The promise of three
acres of land for Dalits became
a cruel joke.

Government jobs for every
houschald were replaced with
political offices for family
members. Despite inheriting a
revenue-surplus state in 2014,
its 10-year rule Jeft Telangana
deeply mired in debt. Public
sector employecs, marginal.
ised communitics, farmers,

erment. Against this backdrop,
the retum of Congress in the
2023 ehections marked the
dawn of a new chapter, one
shaped by responsibility, inclu-
sivity, and governance ground -
e in the vision of ‘Indiramma
Rajyam! Under the dynamic
leadership of Chief Minister A
Revanth Reddy, the Congress
government has swiftly rolked
out welfare and development
schemes  with  unwavering
commitment,
Women's

receive  lifesaving  medical
care, Housing and food secu-
rity are also being prioritised,
The construction of 45 lakh
Indiramma houses and the is-
suance of over 40 lakh ration
cards are underway.
Meanwhile, the Indira Ma-
hila Shakti p aims

the Congress administration,
Social justice is no longer a
dogan but an implemented
policy. Congress has under-
taken a scientific caste census
and ensured 42 per cent reser-
vation for backward dasses in
local bodies. By completing SC

b- n d

[ mnnolmcdly empower one
crore women, positioning Tel:
angana as a modd for gender-
responsive  governance, The
Congress government has been
equally sensitive to the plight
of farmers our annadatas. Loan
walvers worth B21,000 crore;
12,000 annual income sup-
poet under Rythu Bharosa, and
a H500 per quintal boaws on
paddy have infused confidence
among farmers. Tenant farm-
s, often ignored, now receive
812,000 annually a palicy un-
paralleled anywhere in India.
A significant reform was
the scrapping the problem-
atic Dharani ‘mﬁ portal. The
Congress introduced “Bhoob-

has become a comerstone of
governance. Through the Ma-
halakshmi Scheme, free bus
travel for women across RTC
services now benefits over 30
lakh women daily. Free dlec-
tricty of up 1o 200 units i
casing the financial burden of
over 50 lakh houscholds. The

harthi & friendly land
record system that has already
become a benchmark for other
states, Over 60,000 new gov-
emment jobs have been cre-
ated, while schemes like Rajiv
Yuva Vikas have disbursed fi-
nancial aid to five lakh young
enlreprencurs.

Is

ing legal bxl\mg 10 reserva-
tions, the Revanth Reddy gov-
ernment is setting 3 national
precedent.

It s ironic that while BRS
reduced BC reservation from
34 per cent 10 23 per cent, the
BIP-led Union Government
continues to delay kegislation
for implementing the 42 per
cent quota.

The Congress party’s com-
mitment 10 Telangana re-
mains unmatched from Sonis
Gandhi's principled stand for
statchood to Revanth Reddy’s
proactive  governance,  The
people of Telangana have once
again reaffirmed their trust in a
party that keeps its word, The
contrast is stark while BRS pre-
sided over lost opportunities,
the Congress is scriptinga new
era of hope, dignity, and in-
clusive growth, Telangana was
given by Congress; Telangana
is being nurtured by Congress.
Indeed, for the peopk of this
state, Congress remains the

alsovisble on the glabal st
worth 81.78 lakh

and youth found themsel
betrayed by a regime more in-
terested in dynastic entrench-
ment than demoxratic empow-

#500 gas cylinder subsidy has
hmx Datan 'rdh.:,(ow
lakh families. Enhanced Aaro-
gywsri coverage of B10 Lakh
ensures the poorest of the poar

crore secured at the Davos
summit are a testament to the

state's growing appeal under

g ‘Abhaya Hastam'
the Hand of Protection.

(Rachamalla Siddeshwar is

the Chairman of Rajiv Gandhi

Panchayati Raj Sangathan,

Teangana)

—
cant legacy, With l-dhuuﬁ#«nl;mumy enh A
cessibility and cultural affinity may lead to a rise in cross-bosder
tourksm and better relations.

RS Narula, Patiala

Real beauty with a beautiful mind

Iﬂhmmhmrdlmmhlhw-m
crown Opal Suchata Chuangsri for emerging as the first beauty
x:«:&un‘lﬂudloxdehﬁmdt . The reply that dinched
hhﬂﬁwmhp«nmﬂdlhwﬂrm

actions”

ammuh'-um real besuty with a beautiful mind, Af-
ter all, every human being must be endowed with such qualitics,
Sreclekha PS, Boudhnagar, Secunderabad-61

Opal Suchata is a deserving winner

NEAILY a month-long celebration marking the 72nd Miss
pageant concluded on a grand note with Opal Su-
chata Chuangsri of Thailand taking the crown, It was unfortu-
mate that the Indian contestant Nandini Gupta could not even
make i to the Ll Suchata, who underwent
surgery for hm:':m. aﬁ.?fm grit while answering a
question, while maintaining ‘whatever allment you are suffer-
Ing from, you should not worry about it nor stop your journey”
Meanwhile, the Revanth Reddy government showed its organi-
sational acumen while using the mega event to showcase Tel-
mpl(ﬂmmdpnmou tourism in a big way. qudr
on speciall ducted tours was a

which also helped local vendors to flourish.

Pratapa Reddy Yaramala, Tiravura (AP)

Miss World organisers handled
controversy quite well

PAL Suchata Chuangsri's achievement at the Miss Workd

2005 was a effort and deserves the best of ap-
plause because Th finally got its world beauty, Though In-
MMhlmdnrﬁN&:halM&u:ﬁnM
Asia proud by winning the crown. Meanwhile, her feat will spur
the cosmetics businesses, especially in the continent, Though
the pageant was marred when one of the contenders Miss Eng-
land Milla Magee walked out in a huff, the organisers weathered
the storm rather well and conducted the pageant in a manner
that was befitting the extravaganza, Some cethodox
tions and Leftist groups also tried to disturb the proce
Is thelr wont but the security cover for the event thwarted bids
to create mischiel.

Govandhana Myneadu, MG Road, Vijayawada

Win Al race but witha clear conscience

INDIA'S Al ambitions are no longer a distant dream. With the
recent B10,000 crore India Al Mission, the spotlight is on local
language models, Infrastructure and homegrown startups like
Sarvam Al The partnership between Microsoft and Yotta to
launch India’s largest Al clowd cluster marks a significant leap.
But amidst this digital gold mdunwpun‘ulodml! Al
without regulation ludaw What good is in-
inequ prejudice, or com-
mmnqrmmuawummx«-mm'
lages benefit from Al when they still struggle for basic internet?
We must bulld smart and fair. Data ethics, local inclusion, and
algorithmic accountability should not be afterthoughts. Our Al
must reflect our democracy—not just our ambition. India may

win the Al race, But will it win it with conscience?
Hasnain, Muzatfarpur

Curb Al generated deepfake scams

THE increasing misuse of Al to create decpfake videos and
audio clips is a serious threat to public trust and safety.
Recently, several innocent people were scammed through Al-
generated voices mimicking their Joved ones or trusted celebri-
ties. What once seemed like futuristc fiction is now a dangerous
reality. There is an urgent need for awareness and stricter regula-
tions to detect and punish such acts. Tech platforms must alo
take responsibility in flagging and removing deepfake content
If left unchecked, these scams could
and rlationships, Let’s act before Al
becomes a weapon in the hands of mischief-makers.
Muhammad Arshad, Chagalamarri

thehansreader@gmail.com

(@) BENGALRU ONLINE

Kharge asks PM to stop ‘self’ - praise’

BENGALURU: Commenting on Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi's public speeches after Operation Sindoor, Con-
gress President Mallikarjun Kharge urged him to “focus
on the enemy instead of self-boasting” and to recuse
himself from election campaign. 1 don't like reacting 1o
all his (Modi's) statements,” Kharge said while addressing
reporters in “But my only request to him is
that those in power shoukd sometimes keep their mouth
shut” Kharge questioned the Prime Minister’s recent
public statements and political activities, suggesting that
Modi should temporarily step back from dectoral cam-
mﬂn; “Modi should recuse himself from elections
focus on the country. He should understand whatev-
er has happened in the country and speak.” he remarked.
'lmmvﬂtaululy political differences that he
(Modi) d focus on the enemy instead of self-boast-

izumaommfmhlnmldhwmn Our
support is with the Armed Forces” he said. Referring
0 ongoing developments linked 1o Operation Sindoor,
mwmdm-mmmmmumm
countries 1o explain Indias position.
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Customs must notletits
green channel turnred

Catching evaders of customs duty at airports shouldn't add friction to the process of entering

India. Refrain from policy overreach and reform rules that are relics of a closed economy

sreported, the government is

working on astrategy to take

down an illicit but sophisticated

network of ‘import carriers’ at

Indian air and seaports—a gang of

smugglers, i.e., masqueradingas
regular tourists, Of late, there have been many
reports of duty-evasion cases. Among those that
caught public attention, a Kannada actor was
stopped at Bengaluru airport allegedly trying
tosmuggle in more than 14kg of gold in March.
Authorities not only have the usual suspects
under watch, but also people with 'special privi-
leges’ at airports. ‘Import carriers’ are suspected
ofsneaking in illegal quantities of gold, elec-
tronic gadgets and even Chinese toys, which
face high tariff and quality barriers. So far, so
usual. No one wants smugglers running rings
around customs and police, who must enforce
the law. But it would help to know exactly how
widespread this problem is. Data should be
made public so that sporadic slip-throughs do
not become a basis for tighter policy.

The measures being discussed reportedly
include making customs declarations more
detailed, placing a cap on how often passen-
gers—especially frequent flyers from trade hubs
like Dubai, Hong Kong and Guangzhou—can
avail annual duty-free allowances and tweaking
the Atithi app’s declaration system for stricter
tracking and *Al-based profiling. Evenifwell
intended, some of it sounds like a throwback to
the days before India's economy was opened
up. Back then, our duties were sky-high and
airports were notorious for nosy and corrupt
officials at customs, whose ‘leave usa bottle’
demand was so customary that it often went
unstated, making a stop at the duty-free shopa
ritual of passage. Rules began being eased in the

1980s. Asarrival numbers rose, the opening of
awalk-through green channel marked a big
moment: those with nothing to declare could
pass without their bags being opened forscru-
tiny. What's puzzling is why so many outd.
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How to dissuade Pakistan from
stoking terrorism against India

India should employ a multipronged diplomatic and security strategy to get the outcomes it needs

4

NITIN PAI

Is co-founder and director of The
Takshashila Insttution, an independent
centre for research and education in public

policy

Now here's the point: the existence of
nuclear deterrence does not mean other
types of conflicts are also deterred.
Slncv the mid-1980s, Pakistan believed

many forej
gists—that it could use its nuc k ar weap-
ons to deter a conventional military
attack. This emboldened itsleaders to
pursue a proxy war first in Punjab and
later in Jammu and Kashmir with impu-
nity. The calculation was that nuclear
weapons not only neutralized India’s
stronger conventional forces, but also
afforded Pakistan space to promote
terrorism and insurgency.

Contrary to intuition, the fact that
Indiais prepared to suffer damage in
order to punish Pakistan makes this
strategy all the more credible.

‘The Pahalgam attacks are a reminder
that the task of dissuasion is continuous
and multipronged. It starts with policies
that reduce the impact of terrorism. It is
obvious that the Pakistani establish-
ment uses terror attacks not only to
trigger adisproportionate security
response that alienates the local popala-
tion in Kashmir, but also to spark com-
munal tensions across the country. To
the extent that Indian society is united,
ce with itself,

The post-Uri surgical strikes, the

neofthe biggest concep-

tions about the recently sus-

pended military conflict
between India and Pakistan has been
around the concept of deterrence. A
number of commentators have used it
asa frame to assess the objectives and
outcomes of the briefbut intense bout
of warfare between the two countries.
Some have argued that the terrorist
attack in Pahalgam in Jammu and Kash-
mir marked a failure of deterrence.
Others claim that Operation Sindoor
restored that deterrence. Yet others
claim that Sindoor itself is a failure
because it will not prevent Pakistan
from instigating terrorist attacks in the
future. Much of the confusion comes
from the lazy—and m:\wmpnmc

Balakot operation and now Operation
Sindoor have shown that Pakistan can
no longer assume that it can deter India
at the conventional level. Operation
Sindoor, particularly, drmummrd

even a bigterror attack will only have a
small political impact.

Second, India should continue to
systematically engage Pakistan's key
foreign partners and persuade them

New Delhi's e
hit Pakistani targets along the entire
length of the border.

Contrary tosubsequent media hype,
the targets were chosen to keep the
nuclear angle out of the picture. The
message was clear: nuclear weapons
will not deter India from engaging in
conventional warfare with a punitive
intensity.

India, for its part, had never been able
1o deter Pakistan from using terrorism.
The had news is that despite the mili-
tary response, it will remain nearly

ity to

ofthe term uf

g and it h

rules persist. There’sa limit of about 150,000
on the value of goods an Indian resident can
bring in free of duty from most countries. This
isabsurd, given that asingle iPhone can cost
twice that much. Bizarrely, thisallowance
varies by various criteria. Such caps should be
uniform and set significantly higherifthe idea
isto keep commercial imports out and block a
route that can be used to dodge duties.

Asthe green channel's spirit of trust-based
regulation is the current government's stated
approach, it would be odd if customs clearance
were to get more cumbersome. But then, we
have not entirely escaped our long history of
protectionism. India's 150% duty on Scotch
whisky insa globally cited
though a free trade pact with the UK : is expected
tolower it. Other such agreements could ease
other import barriers. If we agree in principle
thatimportsare best eased for larger trade
gains, then no policy tweaks should be made
that will make it harder for common travellers
to comply with our rules. Airports need to wel-
come arrivals, not daunt them. Indian customs
declaration forms, whether on paper or digital,
look like an anach fortheirc lexity.
They are areminder of the closed economy we
once had, when packing one’s personal stuff
would risk flying into a customs web in India.
Noneof t an argument for authoritiesto
drop their guard against smuggling. Wilful
evaders of customs duty need to be nabbed,
but let’salso keep overreach in check. Don't let
the green channel start turning red.

| my

Deterrence is a situation in which an
adversary Is persuaded not to take a par-
ticular action by holding out a threat of
punishment. In the context of India and
Pakistan, we can say that there is mutual
nur Jear deterrence because t.uh s\ld('

vs that it would suffer
severe damage.

So, nedther side will use nuclear
weapons unless its red lines are crossed.
These deliberately set the bar very high:
India will not use nuclear weapons
unless it is first attacked with them; Pak-
Istan will use them only ifits existence is
threatened.

inthe future. As
have argued in recent columns, India
has over the past three decades ralsed
Pakistan's costs, leading to a reduction
inthe frequency and intensity of terror
attacks.

Operation Sindoor has managed to
ratchet up those costs significantly. It
Is possible to raise them further, but,
unfortunately, never to a level that is
prohibitive to the other side. So, it isa
matter of time before another Pakistani
general is tempted to take another—
albeit more expensive—shot at the
country’s old game. Operation Sindoor
is, thus, about dissuasion, discourage-
ment and disincentivization.

10 PEARS 6O
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that being by Pakistan
s not in their interests. Over the past
three decades, Indian diplomacy has
been successful in getting the United
States, Saudi Arabla and United Arab
Emirates tostoy 's
capers. There should be no let up on
this front and it is a job for India’s pro-
fesslonal diplomats.

Third, intelligence capabilities and
the security architecture need constant
attention. Thisis all the more challeng-
Ing because the restoration of demo-
cratic politics and normal life in Jammu
and Kashmir requires a relaxation of
security arrangements. It is not surpris-
Ing that the Pahalgam attack took place
na period of transition.

Finally. the military balance must
overwhelmingly be in India’s favour
acrossthe Line of Controlas well as the
border. Thisis a corollary of the post-
Sindoor normal. It is not just a compari-
son of troop numbers and arsenals, but
amatter of the size of the qualitative
edge. There are indications that China's
support for Pakistani military opera-
tions went beyond supplying equip-
ment. This ought to change our calcula-
tions of the military balance required to
dissuade Rawalpindi’s generals,

I_JU! A !!QUQBE—I

If you cut off imports by
imposing tariffs or quotas,

simply increase the

incentive for smuggling and

for corruption.

MILTON FRIEDMAN
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Why Trump is right about student activism in the US

MANU JOSEPH

is 2 journalist, novelis, and the
creator of the Netfix series,
‘Decoupled

he US wants my business, but not so
much that itwould make it easy forme
tobuy its mest popular product. [ have
been willing to give away a portion of my
savings to send my child to America asa cus-
tomer of American college education. [ am
not a great admirer of college education any-

lon of a righ g agenda. What is

oughly, including social media scans. Asa
result, for the first time in decades, the
young in all developing nations have been
denied their American dream.

President De mnld Tmmp u antsa dmor
Tookat
them enter the U Shvmhdmmwam
agitators. He does have a point.

AsUS secretary of state Marco Rubio said,
“If you apply for a visa to enter the United
States and... you want to, mmdpal-- in mmv
ments that are inv ulwd Inuumg

conservatism in one region, such as Arab
nationalism, may appear to be a liberal
mumzl-- in another. For instance, on an

itcould b ssed as

ThereisaJewish view th ch

move-
i

Their: Id be made worse in a

ments against Israel are a form of . 5
tism. You may think this is excessive extrap-
olation. But they have a point.

Atleast astrand of lhv Palestinian move-

asanti-

pit of ceaseless bad news, as wars p

Through the strife of the wronged across lll-
world, some activists may thus be seeking a
grander purpose for personal dejection. In

behalf: 'Pak-sﬂm
ans. The cause is also dear to many student
activists who are neither

where. It isakin 7y to
keep unlucky children out of some rooms
forever. But laman incurable admirer of the
West, and of young people escaping India,
even ifonly briefly. But now, Americaistoo
risky for foreign students.

taking over buildings, creating a ruckus—
1 it going to give you a visa,”

ctivism in general, student activism

is not the moral force its noble themes of

Er ven if they gain
i i

visa

struggle may suggest.
The hing absurd ahout foreign
dentsfh

somehow, thereis no ,;uaranlw their wel-
come will not be revoked. The US govern-
ment has stated that it will revoke student
\15.13 for sloppy anemlamo Students fear

for democracy and other human values in
the US. Many can afford an American educa-
tion because they are beneficiaries of ine-
quality. &lm( of lh.‘n m-allh is probably
fromc hies. A few stu-

Iu a scuffle—could annul their visa. At the
time of writing, the US government has
announced a global pause on all student visa
interviews. This, it says, is to allow officials

dentactivists admit such ‘contradictions’ in
their lives, Their hyper-morality often has
the quality of a luxury product that seems to
fill a void in their lives. Often, it Is also an

mentin
Jewish. A shade of anti-semitism seems to
persist in the US even

that way, their ble sorvow finds a
name.

There is also something amusing about
student protests for democracy in America.
Fordecades, the US exported student activ-
ism to other nations, apparently to create

part of alarger project to
control those regions. Student activism,
R ltoUS if

peac-
tizens, was also in some ways a

ign-policy strategy. That is one reason
the American right-wing takes it seriously.

They know it can work_1t can create chaos.

The Trump administration does not want
aparticular kind of migrant, and toachleve
that objective, it has changed how America
is percedved by non-Americans, especially

There are other advanced economies that
have excellent colleges, like the UK. But
those nations are mostly in limbo, or the

Arabnor Muslim, because - 2 today, with envy of Jewish
it canbe athrill to hack the America's visa prosperity and influence
weak. Israel’s great PR 3 mixed with an old religious
problem has always been vetting mglme prejudice th
thatitisa for- centuries. So, Jews are not
midable nati place does have a wrong in classifying a
that makes for bad photo- point even if strand of the Palestinian | tised byl
Journalism, forely
The liberal arts outrage it alters how of anti-semitism.
against Israel on American Also, students might be
campuses is decades-okd foreign students tooyoungand naive tosee
and an important part of . how they may be getting
the Pal view the US used as a political instru-
Infact. it was probably part ment by unseen handlers.
of the calculations of Most street movements | students.
Hamas inits! Israel. Not appmr.u‘* aged by the
gly. just h i nppressed or on behalfof them. But behind
credover 1,000 Israelison 7 October 2023, lh(' scenes, activi l\m is usually a clash
there were mass student ‘protests’ in Amer- , who

u a4 .lg,nml Israel. ln llw past, such protests
ng Isra-

eli retribution. This time, they fall(\d

need to recruit the n.n\\\ to fight for them.
In some cases, it appears, activism could
also beamagnet for people with depression.

slow decay of old money. None of them has
the vibrant promise of America. Yet, the
American dream might be over for the
Indian student.
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Supporting growth
External environment will pose risks

The national accounts data, released last week, most posi-

tively. Gross domestic product (GDP) in the fourth quarter of 2004-25 grew 7.4 per

cent, taking the full-year growth rate in real terms to 6.5 per cent, as was projected

by the National Statistics Office in its second advance estimates. A sharp drop in

the second-quarter growth rate to a sub-6 per cent level had raised concern. How-

ever, the economy recovered in the second half of the year, particularly in lhr:lasl
er. Growth i dded, at 6.8 per

STAY INFORMED THROUGH THE DAY (@ WWW.BUSINESS-STANDARD.COM

OPINION 9

The truth behind tech revolutions

Itmay be time to rewrite history

bysccmts like agriculture, construction, and scr\mehg mnu{munngseclar
Onthy

adrag 48

for the full year, private final

d 7.2 per cent as

against 5.6 per cent in the previous year, while investment expanded 7.1 per cent
to8.8 percentinthe p year. The year began with slug-

gish investment activity, but it gained momentum in the second half,
Evcndmughgrowlhunmeinaxéspcrml, ltswonhnotingﬁmlmsmnrh:d

P he 9.2 per cent 2023-24. Besides, the year wit-
d paceof i uu.uwm'yl'm"- began
in2021-22 had d returned

toits normal k\daﬁﬂmovcnngfminmcplndmucmmmemmmyﬁr
aylcukunlsectmisexpectcdmpcrfunnmmmmsomhasamwduﬂy
Higher

andit i vill not only
directly hbut rural incomes, which in turn will sup-
port demand. Overall, although private conmmpu’nn showed signs of revival, its
sustainability mmmns to be tested. )| higher tput and
lower: i y Policy

pollcv

Annysucxpect lhc MPCto n.-ducclhc policy interest rate by another 50 to 100
1 depend on how the MPC

conditions ln evolve in the commg quarters and its assessment of the potential

ILLUSTRATION 8Y AJAYA MOHANTY

h ywas gave British
cotton f: | ed,

Indian handloom spinners and weavers. The secret,
of course, was that from around 1800, Britaln
imported most of its cotton from the American
South, which had been turned into a vast forced

labour camp Afrl-

ahlybwp;lmmmmqummhls.

Once 1 unearthed these facts, I sank into a deep
depression: Is it possible that humanity can stay
i fsuch f: the past
200-plus years that the phrase “Industrial Revol-
ution” can be used to justify actions which otherwise
would perhaps be termed “colonial exploitation™
And like "technol-

ogy-driven growth" or “technological revolution™
being invoked to describe actions that are in fact a
various with the tech:
logical bel Inotherwords,
dowe need to re-examine the several "technological
revolutions” we have known using a “political econ-
omy” lens? That isto say, usea diverse secof tools and
methods drawn from economics, pollnul sclence,
and not just

ine the several technological revolutions we all
believe have happened.

‘The First Industrial Revolution (16th-19th cen-
turies) introduced machines powered by steam,
which began to replace hand-made production. The
Second Industrial Revolution (late 19th-early 20th

brought and
ks lines. The Third

Revolution, also known as the Digital Revolution,
leveraged computers and the internet to automate
factories and integrate systems. The Fourth Indus-

y4.0)isabout artificial intel-
ligence (Al) and robotics — working together in
connected, Intelligent systems. Now, the Fifth Indus-
trial |

growth. Ifi i get, the MPC may want to push One of the enduring mysteries in my life hasbeen  And before you wonder why 1 dear
{owever, alotwill depend on how the external trying why the reader, here are some facts.
cnvhunmtun!ol& Higherbond yields in the Unif (US)and hichstarted Id-18th ¥ It has been a widely held proposition that the use
may also influence the MPC's choices. In fact, external financial and dsplnni didnot  of these machines by British cotton manufacturers
illaffect the ways. AUS court has ruled first happen in India. After all, India was

toblock highe: T ey most of the world's cotton thread and that they could not only end all cotton
= ed by the Donald Trump 2 eTg* cloth at that time. Whenever Lask this, I o cloth imparts from India but also wipe

encyp fowe roourt it y Mr 4 “Indian St
has a f tariffs on steeland 50 low that nobody needed to [nvent However, the truth that is not men-
Theglobal trade and by the Trump admi weave.” tloned In this telling is that to get the
istration ! i ‘The term “Industrial Revolution” was Manchester-based spinning and weav-
US. It is unlikely that Mr Trump will give up his tariff plans, and the legal compli- popularised by the English economic ing manufacturers up and running, the
lonly inty. Insuch a situati d historian Amold Toynbee In an 1882 lec- British government passed laws in 1700
could beaffected, with implications for growth. Last week's data also showed that tureat Oxford University todescribe how . 1o impose heavy import dutles, ranging
i metitsfiscal- dgﬁmm@mm.m - year. It willb the use of spinning and weaving M, from 15 per cent to 75 per cent (depend-
Anth " . Higher, 1 . England — they AT BALAKRISHNAN ingon thetype of fabric) on all imported
4 E o o m.gm about ashift fromthe"domestic —______________ _ Indian cotton cloth (called calico
mmppongmwlhlhlsyunm Thus. ik A (et T system” of production, where work was because the British imported it from
willbe Huw '"d", this 2 & and s reforms done in homes or small wmhhopa lo the new 'fac- Kerala's Calicut port). Since this didn't produce the
P will shape its medium-term growth Y. torysystem”, desired effect of reducing demand. a second law was

Precise predictions

The new system will improve weather preparedness

At a time when climate change has upended historical weather patterns and
weatherevents, India’ mod-

ernising its meteorological capabilities remains critical. The Ministry of Earth

Sciences' recent launch of the Bharat Forecast System (BFS) is a welcome step in

mass production. He used the wo(d “revolution™
rapid,

passed in 1720 to ban the import of all Indian cotton

itistime to revisit what Mahatma Gandhi
said during the Swara) movement: “The craze Is for
what they call labour-saving machinery. Men go on
savlng lzhour il (hnusands are without work and
starvation. I want
not fora fractl

but for all: I want the concentration of wealth, not in
the hands of a few, but in the hands of all. Today,
machinery merely helps a few to ride on the backs of
millions. The impetus behind it all is not the philan-
thropy to save labour, but greed... It is not that we do
not want machinery, but we want It in its proper
place. We will not have it before it has been simplified

and madeavailahlatoall®

d rev-

entirely. This law

olution. In other wnms. he stated that it was not just
the use of machines but rather a fundamental
restructuring of the economy, soclety, and human
relationships that qualified to be a “revolution”.
Iwishl h
and say: “Great marketing of Britain, Mr Toynbee!”

ing cotton could be fined 15 pounds and
that people who stocked or sold such cloth could be
fined 200 pounds. When even this falled, British
weavers protested by attacking women weulng

by

and which may be as vital today as the Swaraj move-
ment was in Gandhi’s time?

‘The author !

calioo, tearing their clothes, and even
atthem.
Perhaps the most carefully hidden secret behind

The Chlna questlon

thi ion. Capable of weather at a granular 6-} hlanwuegldrtml-
ution, the BFS more d is asignifi
cnnl xmpmvumcm :wcr current weather-forecast models, which generate
12 km sich b 1445q km. Addi-
nonally ms(ead of breaking (l'u.- globe into equal»slzcd glds the BFS uses the Rajlv .B" Auto,
more grids, and thus last week: [f China of! h
higher overthe metals — crucial for magnets in electric vehicles—

pole&
The new forecast model promises to improve the way the country prepares for
n.ndnspondsmdmﬂdcchnllcnges.cspechnyal localised level. India's vast and

makes it particularly

climate change.
will gn:nllymxblc

weather di tothe level of villages, radically imp:
country’s disaster preparedness and agricultural planning. Small and muglnal
farmers, who constitute the rnapmy of lndh s agrarian wntkrmcc. often l.lcklhc

hink.

Thus,

sions,

ities also extend bcyund agriculture. With enhanced predictions of floods,
and and y services will beina

position to aclswthly to mmgm:dmmgc Relief materials can be pre-positioned,

new sysm-n can empower farmers to makr: better planung:iu:l hlrvcsﬂng dcdu

India’s nascent electric-vehicle (EV) industry could
grind toahalt. His anxdety lsnot Asgeo-

ogy and soclety

India’

turing hub. No longer. When Xi Jinping assumed
power in 2012, he made no secret of his intention to
move China up the value chain. The "Made in China
hed in 2015, d a few

‘This matters hugely for India. As China's techno-
logical and economic dominance grows, New Delhi
will face I on Chi-

y. The riskof

political tensions rise and trade wars simmer, head-

lines like these expose uncomfortable truths: The

world remains deeply dependent on Chinese supply

dominance, and India is no exception. In domain

after domain — artificlal intelligence (AI), mbodr:s.
nd ds e — China's

m lunyv a p'edlniun buta reality. Its mmld ks

q

aueled mobilisation of resources.

‘This has strategic ramifications, particu-
larly in South Asla. During a brief flareup
between India and Pakistan last month,

as aspirational, China quietly got to work. The results
are now visible, and formidable. In many cutting-
edge sectors, China s not catching up but leading, It
produces the majority of the world's EVS, solar panels,
wind turbines, and drones. It controls 60 per cent of
rare earth processing and supplies 40 per cent of the
world’s bulk drugs. It Is home to the world's largest
high-speed rall network and Installs
more industrial robots annually than
the rest of the world combined. Accord-
ing to the United Nations Industrial
Development Organization, by 2030

lockis asChi

areas such as 5G and Al Politically, China's leverage
expand.s both through economic ties with India’s

and its military the Line
of Actual Control. China's soft power too Is growing.
Online, China is winning a subtle propaganda war,
projecting itself as a beacon of soclal order and
techno- ounpe!erwe. in stark contrast to the political
f the West.
When the 2025 democracy perception Index can-
vassed more than 110,000 respondents across 100
countries, China turned out to be more popular than
the United States.

and

) hinese- 6 China may account for 45 per cent of ‘What, then, is India to do? The blueprint for econ-

i i g A oft by} Wﬂmiﬁu‘m WK v supplied military technology might have : global manufacturing, up from 30 per  omic Isnosecret. Japan it
st year 2000 cTone. upgrad- given Islamabad a temporary edge. More - cent today and just 6 per cent In 2000, h K Taiwan, Thai-
ing l"‘dh“l‘mm -forecasting infraslmcmre the mission will complement the than 80 per cent of Pakistan's defence Even areas of relative weakness are land and Malxysla) copled it. China supersized it.

new ystem of Doppler radars, cloud-seeding imports now come from China. While being aggr y Semi India has th Avast and youthful popu-
fac\llua, and integrating artificial intelligence to mﬁnc forecast models. The BFS New Delhi and Islamabad traded blows ductor fabrication remains achallenge,  lation, a vibrant entrepreneurial class and a solid (if
urrent and h innersatsilently DEBASHIS BASU but Huawel Is unevenly base. What it lacks

SOGONSION. tothe north — its influence perhaps subtly hi f dgoal It

The launch ofum BFS aligns with the IMD's Vision D 2047, which power. Lastweek  vent Western restrictions, according to the Financial ch China’s Hke fc long-term

out clearly defined targets, including a 100 per cent detection of all types of severe
weather at village and household levels, zero error in forecast up to three days, 90
percent forecast accuracy up to five days, 80 per cent forecast accuracy uptoseven
days, and 70 per cent forecast accuracy upt to 10 days. But lechnnlugy alone h not
enough. Thy these ini will hinge on the ....-.,

India was celebrating its ascent to the position of the
world’s fourth-1 Jaj

But such potmles milestones belie deeper imbal-
ances. Trade with China, for instance, remains
embarrassingly one-sided. Indian exports to China
fell nearly 15 per cent in the first 10 months of last

Times.
InALCl Earlier
this year, Chinese startup DeepSeek an Al

goals and rapki execution from Indla's netas and
bamompluewnmwmldbeanunﬂlndlmg
hing Mr Xi mnde a

model rivalling OpenAl's, at a fraction of the price,
while othertech glants followed suit. Without pausing

"hls policies. While such

that Indian leadership Is at last serlous about nation-

for breath, Beljing Is also laying the groundwork for
In March, it 2138 bil-

nr\d robust | il in financial year to $11.5 billion. In contrast, Chinese y bullding. & aln!glhesame path ls notan
dth __,,..nyuﬂocal nnrlwm must be exports to India rose 3.3 per cent, reaching $101.7bil-  lion venture capital fund to invest in frontier techno-  option. P “hina
inis and indlusivec jes. Thy lion. That China s Indl.ulnyst trading partner —  logles such as quantum computing and robotics. hnulhhecmdsmw
to rapidly interpret and dxslcminatc ‘accurate forecast information will also have d —isapara- and devel to
mu.'mnuonal allowi y to global duxNzwl)euﬂwiUlmmlnglymvemmdwnwlth climb. The Belt and Road has ‘The author is editor of www.moneylife.in anda
climat < 2t mmunnl" - For years, China was ap China’s across South and Central Asla,  trustee of the
E . . h h f economic marginalisation of to be joined later by Man- wati— who cheered India's 1901 liberalis-
“; East Pakistan, before its liber- han S Anactive d th
C()n()mlcs lt a uman ace atlon in 1971, shaped his view member of the UN's Group of Sen—whx
that economic discrimination of 77 and the IMF’s Group of rights legislation extending access to
BOOK Jagdish the World Bank and the Insti- isa primary constraint on 25, New food and work
REVIEW andM.amnhnnslmfmmlndh. tute of Development Studies, Sussex, development. He was pre- Singh's the vir-
Mahbub ul Haqof Pakistan, and with Growth”, sclent in “plumbing” the Order d tuesof he honed his ability
Rehman of Bangladesh, drew onwork by it nowthe theUNin1977.
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reliance on markets for efficlent alloca- tocollate “state of the art” research for ‘emment partners proliferate mary producers, transfer of political fortunes are Independent of
tion of the would h  whilst rigiditi \ I histerms as
great depression of the 1930s capacity reform. voice for the Global finance minister (1991-96) and Prime
kets did not self-correct. [n response, even asthe International Monetary Fund Haq was Pakistan’s finance South. He helmed the World Minister of India (2004-14) were defini-
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David CE an pubnc debt and mnman Incheck 1al Apostle, he excelled in mm sadly, remained stillborm. face.
historian of contemporary economic L'nder(hewmm.l eyeof the redoubt- throt by David C Engerman Singh stood Of!he st whhus.m«em
toSouth able Joa ‘omic theory apart from the Apostles. bet d age-
Asla. His 2018 book titled The Pricenf dmunnntemmmkphumwhyme Only three Apostls with us. There Randomn Nuuz’"‘?“" Unlike them he came from a rdmzdoomtmmsmall’l‘hzgmd
Ald, how India used the Apostles encountered in the late 1950s. s of workand H 60 s W4 family of modest means and nzw&theavhldunxymelgyuremn
leverage pm\'him by Cold War rivalries S the puts hi rmm af human well-being, page: histime at C; omics i
ald in line for fvism it and metrics, to studying, mherdnn soclahs- rigidity lcro-
with its needs. “The chosen entry point health and for investing devel gawm ‘mzn thue mm felsty, United ensure that economic growth ingor in debati: and ve state
for this book is six eminent South Aslan opment —an hthat States-based Bh: human by devis- chnse:onwlyeommmlclhaorytoguv il
allofwh from memedby Haq, wh baskc fiel indexin emment policy in India, in to private,
Cambridge University. The term ton, and 1990 for the UNDP. Sadly, he was the first the pursuit of academics by Bhagwati mmldmbaugmmuhrnnxm
“Apostles” is a riff on a 19th century develnpmml lmheumedmums international trade. And Rehman, the topass on in 1998, and Sen, global dip yby
secret soclety — the C: Apostls NDP)Ind only Apostle who recelved his first Lal chon of Hagand
John Maynard Keynes was nmanher later P degree | . d Lankan family, wasa Rehman. Singh represented The reviewer is distinguished fellow at
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Water woes: ile pleture of .ﬂnb.ﬂ waman fetching drinking water at Buriga hamlet of Ananthagin mandal in ASR district. Somila Appalaraju, a ward member in Rmnpelh panchayat, says Buriga and China Konela hamlets of the mandal vrpullru 2 few cases of malaris. v M

Diseases haunt A.P.’s
verdant hills

As monsoon clouds gather over the picturesque hills of ASR district, tribespeople cross their fingers, for in their
hamlets, where even paracetamol is hard to come by, seasonal illnesses can Kill. B Madhu Gopal finds out how

systemic problems leave a community at the mercy of

s tribal couple Pangi Rama Rao and

Pangi Sita began getting ready for

work in the morning of May 19, they

touched the forehead of their seven
year-old daughter Pangi Estheru. The girl, the
fourth of their six daughters, was still running a
high temperature, though almost a week had
elapsed since the fever first appeared, going once
and then returning.

Rama Rao and Sita usually take their young
daughters with them, so they could play or do
menial tasks as they toiled in the fields downhill
at Jajulabandha of Koyyuru mandal in Alluri Sith-
arama Raju (ASR) district. That day, however, Sita
decided stay back to tend to her ailing daughter
while Rama Rao left for work.

But as the day progressed, Estheru’s condition
deteriorated and by evening, she was gone.
When news of the child’s death spread, five more
cases of children suffering from fever in the ham
let came to light. Fortunately, all five have since
recovered from the illness.

However, this was not the first time that fever
and seasonal diseases had ravaged tribal hamlets
on the hill slopes of the picturesque ASR district,
In this corner, where even paracetamol is said to
be in short supply, a fever can kill,

Decay beneath a paradise

A walk along the winding paths and lanes bet-
ween houses lays bare the life of the tribespeople
in this hamlet. Most houses, thatched or tiled,
have a cattle shed sitting cheek by jowl, with its
pools of urine and dung slush providing a perfect
breeding ground for  disease-spreading
mosquitoes,

According to CPI(M) district secretariat mem-
ber K. Govinda Rao, who has been organising
protests demanding better facilities for the tri-
bespeople, though water taps had been provided
at the hilltop village, which borders Anakapalli
district, no water tank was constructed, and the
sole water pump remains defunct. This forces
the villagers to fetch water from the ‘gedda’
(stream) about half a kilometre away. According
to the villagers, this water often causes diseases,

According to sources in the Health Depart-
ment, the first five months of this year witnessed
4 significant spike in malaria cases compared to
the corresponding period last year. A total of
1,122 cases of malaria were detected in 11 of the 22
mandals in ASR district between January and
May (till May 28). The total number of malaria
cases for the corresponding period in 2024 is 791,

What officials say

Officials from the Medical and Health Depart-
ment says there is no malaria case in Jajulaband-
ha. “Auxiliary Nurse Midwife (ANM) N. Satyavathi
screened 28 people for malaria, including Pangi
Estheru, on May 15. All tested ‘negative’ in the
test results obtained on May 17, . Jamal

ee

AnANM
screened 28
people for
malaria,
including
Pangi
Estheru, on
May 15, All
tested
negative’ In
the results
obtained on
May 17.
CJAMAL
BASHA
DMEHO, ASR
distriet

ailments long conquered in other parts of the State

Basha, DM&HO of ASR district. The officials attri
bute Estheru's death to complications from a
home remedy for stomach ache and vomiting.

However, Marri Kameswara Rao, a relative of
Rama Rao and also a resident of Jajulabandha,
says no camp was held in their village before the
child’s death, “The health camp in our village
was held on the day following Estheru's death.
Two of her sisters are still suffering from fever;
they have been tested, and the reports are await-
ed,” he adds.

Left to their own devices

Carrying patients in a ‘doli’ is still a common
sight in the Agency area as many hamlets are yet
to be connected by road. As for Jajulabandha, the
nearest Primary Health Centre (PHC) is at Dow-
nury, around 30 km away. But since the hamlet
lacks a road, patients needs to be carried in doli
for 2 km till Pitrigedda, till which a road has been
laid.

According to Kameswara Rao, when Estheru
condition worsened, her mother called a doctor,
who, however, could not reach the hamlet as it
lacked a road. She also could not take her
daughter to the PHC alone because at least two
persons are needed to carry the doli, he added.

Somila Appalaraju, 4 ward member in Rom
pelli panchayat, says Buriga and China Konela
hamlets of Anantagiri mandal have a few cases of
malaria, “Though there is no proper road to our

hamlets from Kasipatnam side, a few weeks ago,
a road was laid towards Vanija village of Mentada
mandal in Vizianagaram district on the other side

Arogya Vedika, which has been working in tribal
areas for the past several years, highlighted the
vacancies of ‘health volunteers’ and ANMs in ov-
er 200 ‘Sachivak *in various mandals across

of the hill. The patients visited labs in
ram, and they have tested positive for nul:mu
adds Somila Appalaraju.

“Malaria tests are done in medical camps held
at Buriga and China Konela, but the health staff
don't have any medicines! What use are the
camps if they don’t have any medicine?” he asks.

Easy target for discases

According to sources, a lack of awareness about
diseases; low consumption of nutritious food;
dearth of motorable roads; dependence on
streams and springs for drinking water; and a
shortage of medicines and and staff at health
centres leave tribespeople particularly vulnera-

“There are mdvud fever cases in tribal areas,
but fewer this year so far. Roads have been laid to
many tribal hamlets, including the interior hill-

top ones, but not

to all,” says N. Sa
tyanarayana, gen-
eral secretary of
i g

During the sowing of i::\':m _,l;‘h(:

paddy, tribal farmers are

frequently exposed to

rains. When they catch

fever, they fail to get

ganisation working
for the welfare of
treated in tme, belleving

tribespeople  in
Chintapalli, G
Veedhi, Gudem, G.

it will subsideonts own,  Madugulaand Koy

yuru mandals,
N SATYANARAYANA “During the sow-
:::‘.luh:.\mm ofGrnaViksa i of naddy, tribal

farmers are fre-
quently exposed to rains and catch fever. Howey
er, they fail to get treated in time, believing the
fever will subside on its own. This leads to a
spread of viral fevers,” he adds.

“Moreover, a new trend is emerging in tribal
areas: an increase in lifestyle diseases such as dia-
betes, hypertension and heart problems. This is
probably owing to urbanisation, changes in lifes
tyle and dietary habits of the tribespeople. Sickle
cell anaemia cases are also rampant in the areas,”
Satyanarayana adds.

T. Kameswara Rao, general secretary of Praja

ASR district.
“Fever cases arc being reported in the border
areas of i, Paderu and Chi lli man-

dals. However, lhcrn is a shortage of common
medicines such as paracetamol. Also, Artesu
nate, an anti-malarial drug, seems to be in short
supply; it is being given only when malaria cases
are confirmed,” says Kameswara Rao.

“Seasonal weather changes almaost always re
sult in fever cases in tribal areas. During our sur-
vey at a tribal school in Araku, we also found that
girls were anaemic owing to poor nutrition, The
government is spending a just 248 on each tribal
student, towards the cost of breakfast, lunch and
dinner,” he says.

The rains are here

hile, the h ached
A.P. on May 28, over two weeks in advance. The
monsoon brings with it seasonal fevers such as
malaria, viral fevers and waterborne diseases,
and their impact is severe in the Agency areas,

Residents of tribal hamlets allege that the
health department wakes up only after an out
break and do little in the form of pl’\‘vl’ﬂn\'t‘ mea-
sures. of rai ion of
drinking water sources like streams and a lack of
piped water remain major problems yet to be ef
fectively tackled in tribal areas. According to
sources, larvicide spraying has just begun in
some mandals of the Agency, but this could be
hampered by the onset of rains.

There is a district hospital at Paderu, two area
hospitals (one each at Araku and Munchingput)
and a Community Health Centre at Chintapalli in
the 11 Agency mandals of erstwhile Visakhapat-
nam district. “The area hospital at Araku gets
300 OP cases on an average a day. A majority of
the patients come from Ananthagiri, Araku, Pad-
eru and Koyyuru mandals. Most of the cases per
tain to viral fever,” says Kameswara Rao.

“The incidence of viral fevers is expected to in-
crease further from June, Anti-larval operations
and spraying should be expedited, and monitor
ing of the operations is necessary to check the
spread of seasonal diseases,” he adds.

File picture of a woman being carred on a doli at a tribal village in ASR district; (above)
tribal farmers harvesting turmeric near Araku in Allud Sitharama Ragu district. The
community still practices Podu cultivation, K DEEPAK
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mmmmmnm
different conditions now but you
nm:hemuﬁdn()

Yes, | remember. Those were batting-
friendly tracks and the games went to fourth
o fifth days. The conditions will be different
in England this time, We have to adapt
quickly, considering how England players
bat. I feel spinners will be in the game there,

Nihal Koshie: You have bowled against
Joe Root, arguably the best Test
batsman of this era. What are the
challenges and plans?

Itis challenging to bowd against him, | feel
his batting, especially against spinners, is
very good. He has great control and is a very
important player in the England Test ine-up,
The field positioning is very crucial, | have
planned how to bowl to him, He is a com-
plete player, and has the sweep, slog-sweep,
paddle, and reverse. He is in great control of
his hands,

Devendra Pandey: There have been
Ashwii

and then Rohit Sharma
and Virat Kohli. Were
yousurprised? ONBOWLING AGAINST

I had an inkling that .I]ERODT
Ash bhai might retire due
to his body. We used to e —
have a lot of chats and TS CHALLENGING. | FEEL
once | remember, he put
his hand onme and said, IS BATTING, ESPECIALLY
“You will have to take re-
N AGAINST SPINNERS, IS VERY
You have to manage'. | GOOD. HE HAS GREAT
used to feel a bit con- CONTROLANDIS AVERY
cerned that he doesn't
leave and go. | was MPWTANT H.AYER Ilmf
shocked when Rohit bhai NGLAND TEST
and Virat bhai retired. You E VE PPWEDUI:]E 4?0'
want your senior players HA w
to stay for big series such BOWLTOHIM
asthis.

The is
taken by the seniors and

the youngsters feel free.

That's how | used to feel. I'd approach them
in case of any doubts. | have spent a lot
of time with Ash bhai, discussing bowling
and even field settings; we used to sit and
talk. His exit is shocking to me as [ was leam-
ing a lot from him, He would keep feeding
meideas,

Sandip G: You played most of your career
with Rohit, Virat and Ashwin. How has
your experience been with them?

I had a great understanding and bond
with Rohit bhai. He used to look after me like
an elder brother, even off the field. When
bowling, he used to tell me clearly what he
expected from me and whether | was deliv-
ering it or not. If he found that | was lagging
somewhere, he used to tell me to put more
effort on that aspect. He would clearly tell
me the role he expected from me, and some-
times he used to scold me as well — little
things that always lifted me in bad times and
took great care of me,

I made my Test debut under Virat Kohli,
He did not phy the match 'n 2017 against
mccaplmhamm,lwasmandnmuu-
ture, but he handled me wonderfully, gave
me the belief that | could be good in this for-
mat. He always supported me and | always
enjoyed playing with him.

I played and learned a Jot with Ashwin,
He supported me a lot in the last three-four
years during the comeback. He would keep
telling me how | should bowd in a particular
situation, plus about pace, revs and run-up
— we used to talk about everything in terms
of bowling.

Sandip G: In 2018, you played as the lone
spinner at Lord's. Seven years later, how

At that time [ did not have much idea.
When you are not mature, you keep going
through the motions. Now | have become
much bmnmcunnnlhngrhcw setting

ularsit-
uanan.ﬂmnmc l!udhtidmmybuwing
thatlc wrong’
der etc, but did not have the understandi
about huwmbawldlffcmmiymnch!ms«
man, how I should set the field for different
batsmen. Now I read batsmen much better
and know where and how to bowl and what
field to set.

the spin.

you have been waiting patiently in Tests.

Now you enter the WTC cycle as the lead

spinner. Is there added pressure?
I'mnot thinking that way. Inour team, we

time you led

'
o
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KULDEEP YADAV
CRICKETER

WHY KULDEEP YADAV

After Ravichandran Ashwin's retirement in the middle of the Australia tour |ate last year and Ravindra Jadeja getting
oninyears, Kuldeep Yadav has all of a sudden been thrustinto the role of India’s lead spinner, at least in overseas
conditions. As the team embarks on a five-Test tour of England, a place not known to be too favourable to tweakers,
his role would be crucial as English batsmen have historically struggled against bowlers of hisilk

Mhestragion. Sevgit Dey

‘T was shocked when Rohit &
Virat bhai retired. You want the
seniors to stay for the big series’

Indian star spinner Kuldeep Yadav on the upcoming India-England Test series, playing under Shubman
Gill's captaincy and Delhi Capitals' inadequate performance in this season’s IPL. The session was
moderated by Devendra Pandey, Deputy Associate Editor, The Indian Express

Obwiously, the Dukes ball is a lot harder com-
pared to the SG and the Kookaburra, Shape-
wise, it is similar to SG. It will take two to
three days to adjust, but | will definitely be
allright by the time the Test series begins.

where there are 10 good teams, if you male
one or two mistakes, you quickly start going
downhill. Momentum is like a wave, If you
canride it, things can go in your favour. But if
you get on the wrong side, you can start los-

dead and

bowder's

TELL METOO MANY
THINGS OR GIVE ME IDEAS.
THENI'MNOT ABLETO
BOWL LIKE 1 DO. | ALWAYS

~
LAN GE NEWSMAKERS IN THE NEWSROOM

that will help me the next time.'

Sandeep Dwivedi: How do you react
‘when you are hit for a six in T20 cricket?
Do

y
mind or remember that stroke and plan
your next ball?

What is important to know is on which
delivery you have been hit for sixes, In case
you bowl an overpitched ball or a short ball,
you get hit for a six. That one can’t do much.
In case the batsman is stepping out and hit-
ting you, that means he has hit a good ball
for a six. You need to think and understand
if he is hitting you straight for a sixor he is
slog-sweeping for a six, If he is hitting a
slog-sweep six, | will bowd a ball wide out-
side off-stump or bowl into him to cramp
him. In case he is hitting straight, I will turn
the ball and pull the length back. If you are
starting as a young spinner, you need to
look to spin the ball, give it more revs so
that you get dip on the ball. If you look at
the top spinners over the years, this is what

they have been doing.
Mayank Chaudhary: Ravindra Jadeja
recently spoke about captaincy in Test
ON HIS PROCESS 0 hre fekders and s
IDON'T LIKE MEETINGS. | youteetthesame?
FEELNOONESHOD. g e comers
PLAYWITHMYMINDOR e omes

captaining a team, You al-
ways have time to make a
comeback in Test cricket. In
T20 cricket, if you change
something —oryoudon't —
or if you are, let’s say, one or
two overs late in making a

WANT TODO THINGS MY choge, g wholgoutlock
e game can change.

WAY.EVENIFIFAIL, | Shine same canchange. A

WOULD HAVE LEARNED ke football. 'm sure Jaddu

must have said the same

—- thing in that context. In

Tests, even if you have one
bad day, you can lift the team with a better
performance the next day.

Obwiously, he (Jadeja) has playtd over 70-
75Tm;nr1

h better.
I'mmllmwmlhuclhm.lwphyvdotw
about 15 Tests,

Mayank Chaudhary: How seriously do
you take your batting?

1 try to contribute as much as | can, but
not all my focus is on my batting, If I'm play-
ing, I'll play as a bowler. No one will pick me
for my batting, I've played as a genuine
wicket-taker. Batting is just a plus,

Pandey: They say '
identity hlmmm by the city he comes
from. You are from Kanpur; haveits
“‘smart, shrewd, chatur’ traits been
imbibed by you?

It has helped a lot. If you are game-smart,
it helps. A smart cricketer makes better deci-
sions. You know how to escape being hit in
bowling! But there have been a lot more
‘street-smart’ people than me here. Bahut tez
(sharp) log jo insaan ko bech bhi dete hai
(People who can even sell people! ) 1 am not
that chalaak (clever)! | used to move with
some kids in U-15 and U-19 days jo coach ko
hi bech dete (fool or scare coaches). | remem-
ber a player who was upset wnmlhccoad\
fornot
ing training. During our U-15 d:ys achap
changed the way he looked, camouflaged
himself, and covered himself in a bedsheet

and blanket and stood outside the coach’s
room for half an hour. He waited for the coach
to get up, see him, get scared and run for his
life — which is exactly what happened. A lot
of such incidents, If you survive here, wohi
dhanya hai! (That itself is a blessing!)

Pandey: F
your finances?

My father takes care of those things and |
am just free to play. There are marriage talks
of course and | guess it will happen soon, Not
100 it

(‘nmplcx in Kanpul‘Thc work has started
where we will set up a cricket academy, foot-
ball mmhcrspcmxm-ll. and\ily it

afuture in sports, apart from cricket. | don’t
drive cars imKanpur as it's ane of the more dan-
gerous places, Driving s difficult here. You will
£et 500 abuses in five minutes, [ don't feel like
driving here. A couple of years ago, I gota

hit sixes?

The problem is we tend to get rid of our ba-
sics very quickly, more so when it comes to
the T20 format. A bowler tends to quickly

[} attack-

ings are in focus, the load
mind comes down.

But I have driven it just once. Koi
Jayda nahi hai (no use). The roads aren't great
either, pmjucsgakxt \Mrnlmmchovm‘ I

mind is important, you need to

just

o fuller.
id

ing They :
Basically they are y
getting hit. This can
work once in a while
but not in the long run.
The important thing in

hav\:(ledra]Jade)aasumlehashtcn ing games and close you,
playing since 2010 Tushar' Capitals had
rience than me. But mttnnsa!lcxtngmc great start to the IPL season. Why did Tushar Bhaduri: Shubman Gill is the
spin attack, | don't nz::tsmin.
think it makes a huge What are your
difference. It doesn't mmmm‘s‘m expectationsasa
create extra pressure, it - bowler when a new
t L ver?
o e el o WHEN YOU ARE NOT MATURE, YOU KEEP GOING THROUGH THE e should support
spiners, it oesnee MOTIONS. NOW | HAVE BECOME MUCH BETTER INCONTROLLING THE et yedlockodk o
Hke thisfllow i< my GAME. NOW I READ BATSMENMUCHBETTER ANDKNOW WHEREAND (he Xt fo sl mtches,
played with jadeja and HOW TOBOWL AND WHAT FIELD TOSET tain has a lot of chal-
Ash, we never thought lenges and a lot on his
someone is senior. mind. | don't have any
expectations from a
Venkata Krishna B: Your ? captain. My expectations are from myself. If
Warne loved bowling with the Dukes All the facets of the game need todickin 1 am playing, | should prepare myself thor-
ball i il oughly and give my best. He would have a lot
before, how are’ it and our bowling didn't do well.  of pressure on him, but there is no pressure
ahead of the England tour? Bothsides never performed together. When  on him from my side. He should lead the

I've started bowling with it. I've got the
Dukes ball at home and I'm planning a cou-
pleaf SCSSIONS. We also have lwomeks be-

we had to score big, we didn't do so. We
scored 160 on the Delhi wicket. We also lost

team with a free mind,

close matches, like thy inst Mumbai,

batsman's mind. Try to
seewhat heexpeasyou
to bowd next and what
shot he can try. The
other important thing
for a bowder in this for-
mat is the length. If you
stickto the good-length
area, it works. Once you have settled intoa
good length, you keep changing the line by
reading the batsman. If you can do that, the
formatisn't that difficult fora bowler. Thisisa
format where runs will be scored. But one
should look to take wickets. This can create
pressure an the batsmen. Like the ground in
Ddh ‘where one nrxds to be aggressive and

p
pare. [ don’t think it will make a huge
difference. It is just a change of ball.

We lost al-

with
How difficult has that
pitches

was smpped midway. In this

i f not getting hit
ﬁ:raslx.M&lnng mindset, reading the bats-
man, keeping in mind his scoring areas — if

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

. a
hmd’mﬁﬂ;umwyw':w
i Kanpur?

What's your process? Do you sit with the
analyst for 7

ONEXPECTATIONS FROM THE NEW INDIAN TEST CAPTAIN

ANEW CAPTAIN HAS ALOT OF CHALLENGES AND A LOT ON HIS MIND.
|DON'T HAVE ANY EXPECTATIONS FROM A CAPTAIN. MY
EXPECTATIONS ARE FROM MYSELF. IF | AM PLAYING, | SHOULD
PREPARE MYSELF THOROUGHLY AND GIVE MY BEST

Idon't like meetings, | feel no one should
play with my mind. No one should tell me
too many things or give me ideas. Then I'm

notable to bowd like | do. | always want to do
things my way. | have understood that even
ifTfail ina game, | would have collected some
learnings. Earlier, | would think that | should
not fail. But now, lam not afraid of failing. 1 tell
myself 'it's okay, he has played well and so
he will score', But my takeaway would be
‘now | know how this batsman scores, and

One should be
happy. Keep expecta-
tions to your game: not
from life in general. |
am content, not
Got to be peacefull
don't fight. As a kid, Ire-
member a boy who
used to sit near me at
school, he used to fight
with me and bahut
maara bhi hai mujhe
(has hit me alot too).

banter
‘with Rinku Singh that earned you lot
of criticism.

Ohyes. Rinku is ghar ka lodke. He has stayed
atmy home a lot. He is like a younger brother.

He has been with me from U-16 days. People
uwmwmﬁmlhlhmhlhmrllyou

about our mhnmshp? People don't under-
stand, and | can't

lm &l 7~
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A rain check for our cities

Floods cannot be wished away. But their intensity can be reduced by
better drain design, improving groundwater recharge and reviving water bodies

ASHVANI KUMAR GOSAIN

ONE MIGHT WONDER why our urban cen-

tres — Mumbai, Delhi, Kolkata, Hyderabad,

and several other cities — are getting

fooded more often in the recent past. The

reasons are many, ranging from Ine"laenl

drainage sy li-

mate ;

Histor when citk

artificial drains were designed to carry the
1 streets, and roads

to natural drains or water bodies 5o as to
avoid Nooding of local areas, It is important
tounderstand that lh:\dumeu' runoff that
Another important npm to understand is
that drainage systems are designed for a
specific magnitude of rain, In case a city ex-
periences more than the estimated rainfall,
some areas will inevitably be flooded. In our
country, the return period for drain design
with respect to flooding has traditionally
been one in two years — this means that in-
undation of some areas ina city is inevitable
every alternate year. The extent of flooding

fall exceeds the estimates made while de-
signing the drainage system.

Another important fact is that tradition-
ally our cities had a large area which was ca-
pable of absorbing a considerable part of the
runoff. But over the years, every city has, by
design or illegally, allowed more area to be
paved, concretised, or consolidated. This has
resulted in the generation of more stormwa-
ter than what was factored in while design-
ing drains — this strains the capacity of
drains and results in flooding,

Other than the estimated magnitude of
the rain, adrain's capacity is decided accord-
ing to its catchment area — the land from
which the runoff flows into it. The bigger the
catchment area, the greater the volume of
the stormwater and the bigger the size of
the drain that is required to pass this water
safely to the next level drain. As water moves
from multiple small drains of the network
to join the next level drain, its volume and
th: Now rate keeps on increasing. A bigger

"y
r— -
:.” ,,1?- a

due to poorly managed sewerage systems,
and also because some parts of the city are
outside the sewerage networks, For a
drainage system to work well, at least for the
estimated rainfall, the drains must be clean,

s
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“The political bullying of international students._.is not only a blatant violation
of individual rights and a betrayal of the npnm M contract, but also a
! fic and educ

fundamental attack on the principles of §

cooperation”

jonal

~GLOBAL TIMES, CHINA

When Ngugi
met Tagore

Kenyan writer Ngugi wa Thiong'o redefined what
itmeans to write back to empire — with alittle
help from the Indian polymath

BISHAN SAMADDAR

mother tongue Gikuyu, starting with a

per, which he managed to smuggle out, He
understood the reach of English, though,
5o he translated his own Gikuyu works, be-
ginning with the prison novel later pub-
lished as Devilon the Cross ( 1980) — a prac-
tice he continued for the rest of his life.

tire-

THE FIRST THING that Ngugi wa Thiong'o

IW! dvnuluunm only for their liter-

~whodied on May 28 in the Uni

~ asked for when he met us in Kolkata in
February 2018 was to visit the ancestral
home: h Tagore. Not an un-
usual request from a writer, but for him, it

rﬂmlm

i

too, Translation, he believed, allowed lan-
mpsmspe&mmumnm btuhng

asaned

itor on a collection of his essays, which
Seagull Books had published a lew years

hubokmlmwﬂ!!ﬂwm(mn
Ngugi writes: “There are two ways by

relate toone another: As hierarchies of un-

tome.As we
the house — averitable 18th-century palace
~ Ngugi's jaw dropped, quite literally. “This
is Tagore's house? So massive?” | still re-
member the blend of shock and amuse-
ment on the 80-year-old writer’s face,
During the car ride to north Kolkata,
Ngugi told nwhuwM‘dpnwmr‘poM

equal power (the imperial
‘way), or as a network of equal give-and-
take (the democratic way )" Unlilee most of
his "

that Eni 14 b i Py

“The mlomu-d lrylnl to claim the

ooluﬂmrx language is the of the suc-
" he said ina recent in-

rule, ina hut made of mud, wood and straw.

mmmﬂm
But his cri

His early tools ofa
single slate and some chalk, shared with
his nnny siblings — a sharp contrast to

But Ngugi's
father believed in"good” education, which,
then as now, meant an English one, While
some of his siblings got mired in Kenya's
violent struggle for independence, Ngugi

ir tfe Britiah rn hioh ookt 4

systems was
not limited to hnlw At an event at
Seagull Books in Kolkata, when a delega-
tion of Adivasi activists from [harkhand
came to meet him, his first question was:
“Scheduled Tribes they call you — what do
you think of this word tribe?" In his book
Secure the Base(2016), he notes: "A group of

signed to shape Africans in the image of
their colonisers, As East Africa threw off
British rule in the early 1960, Ngugi began
writing, His first novels, written in English,

used the coloniser’s language to tell the sto-
ries of the colonised, which seemed like a

a nation
M\lle!Omﬂhmlbnsnuleewalnbe.Nld
yet... a tribe fulfils all the criteria of shared
history, geography, economic life, language
and culture that are used to define a na-
tion," That day, the Adivasi activists and
Ngugi reached a shared conclusion: India’s

people 2

rebellion in itself, Novel after 1 di

tinuous attention and use of scientific tooks —
e pe

asaleading Africanwriter. But by the 19705,
a profound shift was taking root in him,

for instance. It the of
the run-oﬂandl_viummm drainage sys-

rld;;zjmaunln, moving :h;vty from

ation”,

Working in the English-language pub-
lishing world in India, I've had the honour
o{ meeting countless authors, Tno often,

the par

tems

ane vast

isons —who' inl

New
York, whose advance is bigger, who's in-

thus, required for The lmund reality is that in almost every Such a to the why he it Tagore's house.
m pass, without overflowing, done properly. o drsingl 5o Gwrmnm of mlhl md is capable of pro- Kenya had overthrown colondal rule only  vited to which festival, what kind of hotel
Usually, ahigher large stretches are permanently covered SEv 2 s 1o Delhi's flooding, In  rooms they're given — an eternal picnic of
elevation to a lower one, However, attimes,  and, therefore, virtually impossible to desilt. carry sewage in a majority of Iti 1977, Ngugi co-wrote a play whose bold cri- — vanities. In this world so steeped in hier-
oo ow e vy — 1t e i by St il DN chin s today e gger fan what  How o eponddiy pckghmupiad  agiomeetwrktr ke ), whoes e
low gravity — fally in i ive desilting. ™ X . cause storms today are bigger than ies, upina ing whose s
50 inunderpasses or some va- ing areas. (Over the past two decades, the effects of This is larg-.ly dueto poorly curity prison. It was there,  allegiance was to Iellm; lhe pod sto
This leaves no option but to deploy pumps  climate dunu have added to the flooding managed sewerage systems, system. However, it ispumblemm-n- Ngugi told me, that m‘numhled upona  and the right story, G rY—
to evacuate this water, This requires scien-  woes, One of the main implications of cli- and also because some parts severity of floods by taking a series of ac- newspaper article that summed up a key ity are uneasy companions. WIlI um be
tific handling. Storm drains are thus de-  mate change in India has been the increase f the ci 3 side the tions. One simple strategy that can work ideaof Tagore's: "Youmay learnalotoflan-  great writers in the future? Certainly, Will
igned in And intensity of rainstorms. OF (4 Gty A6 Qe 116 i guages, but unless you speak and write in  they be as humble as Ngugi wa Thiong'o?
of acity and its longitudinal slope. This im-  R: o inten- A e DR WO, l'ﬂ: el sk ipl suchasen- your mother tongue, nothing is of value®”.  That's a harder question.
plies that no part of the city should be  sity rendered th gt System o work well, . . . That idea was a lightning bolt. It forged )
fNooded if the rainfall is Jess than or equal to This at least for the estimated storage to |/ water, igugl Samaddar is an editor at
what was factored in while designing the  was factored in the framing of the Manual rainfall, the drains must be it and African languages, He began writing in his Seagull Books, Kolkata
drainage systems, on “Stormwater Drainage Systems” for the dean The ground reality is their There of
Over time, all of these conditions arevi-  Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs in . L ) 4 cities creating
olated — the ity expands,its populationin- 2015, It was suggested that cities should thatin almost every city, af th developed countries
creases, land use changes. This is what lies  considerone in five years or a higher retum desilting is not done properly. areal tunnels to
at the core of the flooding problem. Drains  period for or their M. 8 large strcxfhgm"‘:m' carry the stormwater from the city and re- LE,I,rERS T 0 THE EDIT OR
i ] e by pomoenycovslind,  Foet ot S e
waste i Th P recently are of much therefore, virtually Anyway, they require basic street-level
1 i drai h@'ﬂ de and intensity. They end impossible to desilt, Itis drainage infrastructure, BANDUNG FANTASY India ahead of trade talks' (IE, May 30),
Another nuy:i::ue is that everycity Lt o important that access should The writer is former professor, ITT Delhi, and THIS REFERS TO the article, G forth emmen
drains y sewage i rity  tude of flooding, be '-'“-"“'}‘ in such drains to Jounder director, INRM Consultants, an IIT from Bandung' (IE. May 30) ongoing bilateral trade agreement dis-
of our cities, including Delhi. This is largely This problem needs dedicated and con- ensure effective desilting, Defhi incubate company Lamentations about India’s drift in for-  cussions with America, The Indian gov-
of self-worth, Politics everywhere is  trade  of
driven by ideological nostalgia. Domald  afull ar
» pe Trump's MAGA, Narendra Modi'syeam-  iff. With America, India had a trade sur-
ing to be *Vishwaguru® and Viadimir  plusof $41,18 billion in goods in 2024-25,
eCO O lsl e aS Putin's search for a mighty Russia are all  The US is concemed over this widening
l l l 1 based on this, Historically speaking the  trade deficit, Experts suggest that India
must bargain harder.
. g Aty " . . . . th he post S Paul, Nodia
Celebrating Rani Ahilyabai Holkar gives us an opportunity to reclaim our history c_a:h-mwummww §
gnty. CROSSING RED LINES

ADITI NARAYANI PASWAN

ity. Ollmmnvledwmlnduim

eignty in 1962. Non-aligned India cried  THIS REFERS TO the editorial ‘Congress
hoarse about Vietnam but pretended as  vs Congress’ (IE, May 30). Shashi Tharoor
THE INDIAN SUBCONTINENT has always  Ahilyabai s ch Her hnlwd bridge the distance between differ-  throughout her life. if the USSR never may be an but that doesn't
been a land of Nourishing science, arts, and litical people. Her leader- he po: The author’s charge about the personal-  mean that he need not adbere to party
culture. The foreign rule, however, reshaped of duty, service, de by as resents the Western understanding. isation of power seems huluwhen he  discipline and the expectations of
our politics, epistemology and narratives, It mm!amunMay 31, lmvaﬂ- u-xuu- production hub, giving rise to the  However, the separation of church and state Congress, which has made him what he
lonised us tosuch we started Hollcar industry, Her ad-  —it ly is exist in Nehru's time, The faster India  istoday
undermining our own cultural traditions. lr.-rmrxy (amajor part of which is now in mmls(mmn supported artisans with re-  an alien concept for our ancient civilisation. drifts away from the h of this i JPAwas hi
Thi: ith " Madhya Pradesh) from 1767 to 1795. The  sources and training to improve their skills.  In India, the concept of religion has been so it seas that India crossed the LoC to teach
knowledge system produced a sense of in-  Holka tdynmymderthemmha Empire  She also impl deprac-  Auid that fine it within a proto-theis- national interest, Pakistan a lesson anly in 2016 — read, “af-
feriority, 0 Rootedin  tices, developed markets, and established  tical paradigm of the West would be HN Bhagwat, Chipiun  ter Narendra Modi became PM”, This is
Against itisessen-  the civilisaty ethos of samajik quality anachronistic. For us, "dharma” goes much not the first time he has crossed the
tial i foster an Nanﬂnhl lson!oﬂhe coni beyond religion and manifests itsell in du- o I OF REE ‘Lakshman Rekha' and it's natural that
store the ancient civilisational wisdom and quitable and. her policies slusm(llﬁun mm— ties, mponmlnksmm Itisacon- THE PACE OF REFORM his behaviour has rattled Congress's
decolonise our consclousness. phy). Rani Holkar showed how women :m that mnuvnd! the mannthtm lim- THSREmemumdemdw leaders and cadres.
The British depicted our past as savage  the Bhils, Gonds, and Dalits, Her efforts to  could be both ite, nurturing, ' (IE,May 30), To & Chennat
and uncivilised. Often, they bring the to the and, at the same time, strong and decisive.  concept is not right- bau-d rather, it isduty- deregulation, process reforms — where
status of women in our society without  were evident in the implementation of  The strand of modern feminism that speaks  based. For Holk
knowing our civilisational legacy of having  Bhilwadi taxes that brought Bhil and Gond  of conceiv-  elementto b , Her no- bul change certain clauses and thereby GROWTH STORY
women across spheres — goddesses, n'im mnunadnunmnm fold. ing masculine traits to be superior was a  tions of Mnyayund dhamuarulw ov- efficiency — must take place at N
P P rulers and v of sof  defining feature of her was kol P Modi, who a faster pace, This idea, popularised by THIS REFERS TO the editorial ‘Decoding
! G women's wldows mr their d d husbands”  afeminist much be upholds an inclusive cultural narrative: EAC-PM member Sanjeev Sanyal, goes  GDI (IE, May 31). That the economy ex-
courage, valour, and i of  prop was way ahead of its time. The  ceptualised in the West, Her spiritual na-  Sabka saath sabka vikas, well with the author's argument, pandedat 6.5 per cent in FY 2024-25 and
the ways to reclaim Indic epistemology —a  transport routes in Malwa, along with vari-  tionalism was manifested in the reconse- Hallul'! life, contribution, and philoso- Dewang Thosar, vicemall  posted 74 per cent growth in the March

step towards achieving Viksit Bharat.

If women figures like Maitreyi and
Lopamudra marked our history in the Vedic
m in medieval India, there were devotees

Mlnhn.and inthe British p«ind. there

ous social and public infrastructure, like
temples, dharamshalas, water tanks,
bathing ghats and comparable facilities
within the and at distant sacred sites
— including Varanasi, Dwarka and

like Uda
Dtvu and Rani Abbakka Chowta, Devi

~ still testify to her excel-
lence, These infrastructural developments

cration of several structures

from our schol-

allegedly desecrated by foreign invaders.
The works of social reformers Aurobindo
Ghosh and Deendayal Upadhayay on spiri-
tual munmllsm and amyodcya (margin-
and cul-

ture of Bham that Rani Holkar upheld

m. activists and common people. Only the
knowledge of the past can help us under-
stand the present and reclaim history.

The writer is assistant professor of Sociology.
Lakshmibai College, Dethi University
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A PAUSE FOR TALK

THIS REFERS TO the report, "As LIS court
blocks most Trump tanfls, breather for

quarter is a testament to the soundness
of India’s macroeconomic framework.
The fundamentals are strong, and that
provides a solid base for future growth,

Sanjay Chopra, Mohalf




