
M ND-NDECM
YK

THE HINDU 

8 Friday, May 31, 2024
DelhiEditorial

O
n May 29, the Mungeshpur automatic
weather station north of New Delhi re-
corded a maximum of 52.9° C. While the

India Meteorological Department has since sug-
gested that the station's thermistor may be faulty,
the country’s north has clearly been su�ering
scorching weather. After the recording was re-
ported, New Delhi’s Water Minister imposed a
�ne of ₹2,000 on those washing vehicles with
hoses and allowing water tanks to over�ow, and
said 200 teams would monitor for wastage. The
temperatures people experience in a place are
produced by a combination of factors, including
public ventilation, density of built-up structures,
and the availability of shade. How a person’s bo-
dy responds to such heat is also mediated by sev-
eral forces. But it has become the norm to blame
climate change as the all-encompassing cause of
the consequences of extreme heat, and thus ar-
gue that the governments’ only option is to react.
The fact is that though New Delhi is large, it is
smaller than the scale at which climate models
reliably predict anomalous heat. Even if an attri-
bution exercise concludes Mungeshpur’s temper-
ature was related to climate change, no interstate
cooperation or heat response mechanism exists
to act meaningfully on the �nding.

According to New Delhi’s new orders, the
monitoring teams have been empowered to sever
illegal supply lines, placing those in informal set-
tlements at risk. For this to be fair, the city must
already have ensured all its residents are su�-
ciently supplied with legal connections. Equally,
200 teams are too few for a city of its size. Togeth-
er with there being no e�ective way to scrutinise
water use in private properties, their mandate
amounts to little. The city’s peak power demand
also crossed 8.3 gigawatt on May 29; high heat in-
creases water consumption at power generation
facilities. New Delhi has a heat action plan but the
city’s present response suggests it does not ac-
commodate externalities such as the availability
of water from neighbouring Haryana and illegal
supply connections. Such plans should also in-
clude passive, long-term measures that ensure
life can go on irrespective of the ambient temper-
ature. With respect to water, for example, cities
could maintain a reservoir for emergencies, a dis-
tribution system that resists tampering, and
municipal body teams that conduct surprise was-
tage checks year-round rather than intermittent-
ly. Similarly, instead of shutting schools and o�c-
es to avoid peak heat, as many action plans
stipulate, governments should facilitate cooling
by (traditional) architectural methods, set up
shaded pedestrian corridors, and incentivise the
use of air-conditioned public transport. Govern-
ments are answerable to the terms on which they
expect people to cope with the heat.

Reign of �re 
New Delhi’s experience of high heat
cannot be pinned on climate change

A
perverse combination of statutory res-
trictions and judicial deference has kept
former university scholar Umar Khalid in

prison for over three years. In yet another order
denying him bail, a Sessions Court in Delhi de-
clined to change its mind on earlier �ndings that
the charge that he was part of a “larger conspira-
cy” behind the north-east Delhi riots of 2020 was
prima facie true. It declined to countenance the
argument that the trial proceedings were being
delayed far too long and that a July 2023 judg-
ment on grant of bail in cases under the Unlawful
Activities (Prevention) Act (UAPA) could support
his petition for bail. The court, instead, banked
on earlier orders denying him bail, especially the
Delhi High Court’s 2022 verdict that agreed with
the Delhi Police claim that the riots were “orches-
trated at conspiratorial meetings”, even though
there is nothing more than WhatsApp chats on
organising road blockades to substantiate it. Bail
hearings have been interminably long in Mr. Kha-
lid’s case, and inevitably end in rejections. In
fact, before the Supreme Court, his bail applica-
tion was listed over a dozen times, and repeated-
ly adjourned. He chose to withdraw the applica-
tion in February 2024 and try his luck before the
lower courts again. However, the Sessions Court
did not see any reason to change its view.

The outcome is quite unfortunate, as while
granting bail in 2021 to three other activists impli-
cated in the Delhi riots case, the Delhi High Court
had looked at the available evidence and ruled
that none of them had been speci�cally accused
of any ‘terrorist’ act or plot or act preparatory to
it. It had remarked that the state, in its anxiety to
suppress dissent, had blurred the line between
the constitutionally guaranteed right to protest
and terrorist activity. The attempt to con�ate the
organisation of the protests against the amend-
ment to the citizenship law with the riots resulted
in the police invoking UAPA without justi�cation.
The UAPA bars the grant of bail if the court is of
the view that the allegations against a suspect are
prima facie true. To compound the di�culty, jud-
icial decisions prohibit any detailed scrutiny of
the evidence at the bail stage, and mandate ac-
cepting the prosecution case based on its “broad
probabilities”. This low standard enables the pol-
ice to repeatedly achieve success in opposing bail
to dissenters and the disfavoured. Umar Khalid’s
continued and unjust incarceration represents a
trend as well as an aberration in the criminal jus-
tice system. A system that sometimes bats for
personal liberty also demonises protesters, al-
lows unwanted arrests and routinely denies bail
or inde�nitely postpones bail hearings.

Demonising protests 
Umar Khalid’s right to protest should

not be seen as incitement of riots  

N
arendra Modi’s appeal to the middle
class is a case study in political
communication, as his style of
populism does not neatly �t any typical

framework long studied by academics.
In liberal democracies the world over, the

middle class is known to be an anchor of stability
and a defender of the status quo. Like elsewhere,
members of India’s middle class are no
revolutionaries. They support communal peace
and social stability, they seek improvement
through incremental change, not uprisings, and,
above all, are keen to eschew politics altogether.

In a study of Indian middle-class voters during
the 2019 election campaign, I found that most of
them supported the status quo — a secular,
multicultural India that emerged after
Independence. These voters acknowledged the
centripetal potential of religion in the Indian
polity and assessed it negatively. This was true
even among many supporters of Mr. Modi’s
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP).

Why then does this stability-loving middle
class vote for a party whose policies are aimed at
changing the secular status quo? Does its shift
towards a national-populist party such as the BJP
represent a rebellion, a rejection of the present
order, or is it the result of other dynamics,
including the perception that the party is not
extremist any more?

Could double messaging be the answer?
The answer, my research found, lies partly in a
double messaging by Mr. Modi and the BJP.

Of the voters I interviewed, only a tiny
minority — less than a tenth of the sample —
supported unconditionally the BJP’s agenda items
in their original, extreme, uncompromising form.
A large majority of the participants, including BJP
supporters, for instance, did not support the
construction of the Ram temple in Ayodhya,
because they were afraid it would spark violence.
They supported a compromise, and did not fully
believe that the party would go ahead with the
creation of the temple. In short, the BJP’s promise
of building the temple had low credibility.

Low credibility is usually a downside for a
party because it undermines voter trust in its
commitment. However, low credibility helped the
BJP develop a double level of communication
with its audience. The assumption that the party
would not act on its most extreme, Hindutva-
connotated proposals made it sound more
innocuous to moderate middle-class voters.

This does not necessarily mean that there was
discrepancy between the BJP’s message and the
middle class’s understanding of it. Rather, the
audience decoded the message in accordance
with its own social and cultural context, even
though it did not necessarily accept the

underlying ideology. In other words, India’s
middle class did not engage with the BJP’s entire
message, ignoring the parts it found
unacceptable.

The encoder of the political message — in this
case Mr. Modi and the BJP — took advantage of
the middle class’s willingness to ignore the
obvious consequences of its choices by o�ering a
pretence of moderation, which I call ‘implicit
moderation’.

Ultimately, however, this ‘implicit moderation’
only held true during the election campaign,
fostering an impression that let voters believe that
they were not choosing something revolutionary.
Once it came to power, the BJP swayed to its more
extreme instincts, taking peace-threatening
measures such as construction of the Ram
temple.

Alternate narratives
Another question this study set out to answer is
to what extent the middle class is aware of the
BJP’s attempts to create alternative narratives
aimed at changing the public perception of the
record.

I found that participants could separate the
e�ective change that has been delivered and the
impression of change that the BJP was eager to
convey.

For instance, many of the participants noted
that the BJP had tinkered with the names of
welfare schemes since it got into power, such as
by adding ‘PM’ to the names. One participant said
that attention to public perception and
promotion of government action were the main
di�erences between the BJP government and its
predecessor. “Maybe [the same] was happening
with Congress. But [now] the media is promoting
so much, [that] we know this is happening,” he
said.

Respondents singled out the aim of the BJP’s
communication: to bypass the voters’ rational
side and play on their emotions.

Despite understanding that the BJP constructs
alternative narratives when it suits, middle-class
voters support it again partly because of Mr.
Modi’s communication.

Consider how voters perceive the
government’s economic measures.

When asked what the main measures adopted
by the BJP-led government until 2019 are,
two-thirds of the respondents mentioned either
demonetisation or the introduction of the goods
and services tax, or GST. 

The overwhelming majority of participants
thought both of these measures caused large
disruption, or their implementation was botched
up. Still, many of them held a positive image of
the party’s record in power, thanks to the
government’s messaging.

In demonetisation, for instance, the BJP built
an alternative narrative, one in which Mr. Modi’s
populist tactics are on full display.

The process set up was highly dramatic. Mr.
Modi described himself as the hero who was
leading a �ght against an evil conspiracy.
Demonetisation became a moral tale where
regular people are associated to the hero in a
�ght against the money hoarder, and, essentially,
the rich.

The revenge narrative had a wide appeal,
irrespective of participants’ political allegiance.
“The big people, the businessmen had the most
problems…which was a good thing. Poor people
did not have any problem,” said one participant.

Rather than focusing on the negative
consequences of these measures, participants
were swayed by Mr. Modi’s decisiveness. One BJP
opponent said that “demonetisation was very
drastic”, but called it “a very good step” because
Mr. Modi “didn’t think twice” about it. Mr. Modi’s
decisiveness showed that he takes responsibility
for his own actions, radical as they may be.

This research found that the middle class
wants to see an a�rmative, purposeful
government that does not refrain from action,
even if the rights and the freedom of some
sections of society are curtailed.

An original style
In the last 10 years of his leadership, it is
debatable whether Mr. Modi has been the ‘Vikas
Purush’ or development man that he promised to
be in 2014. But there is no debate that his
development credentials with the middle class
have been barely dented. That is thanks to his
e�ective advertisement and the adoption of
populist tactics to communicate with the
audience. Populism thrives around a
communication process that creates a direct
connection between the leader and his audience,
and Mr. Modi has created an original style of
populism that academics are still studying.

The middle class can see through the BJP’s
promotional e�ort, but tolerates the party’s
aggressive communication style because it
considers it to be fair game in politics. How this
electorate votes in the ongoing elections will
warrant further study not only to better
understand the communication tools that work
for populist leaders but also to get clues on the
future of the world’s largest democracy.

Gabriele Parussini, who was the India
correspondent for The Wall Street Journal, decided
in the late 2010s to pursue a PhD under the
supervision of Christophe Ja�relot and Rafal
Zaborowski at King’s College, but died of blood
cancer soon after submitting his thesis. He has just
been awarded the title of doctor, posthumously

India’s middle class and the ‘Modi factor’ 

Gabriele Parussini

As Prime
Minister
Narendra Modi
looked set to
win a second
term in 2019,
Gabriele
Parussini
delved into the
psychology of
the country’s
middle-class
voters who
were the main
engine behind
his previous
victory. His
analysis is
worth 
revisiting today

H
ealth insurance as the main modality of
universal health coverage (UHC) now
looks to be indisputably con�rmed to be

ingrained in Indian health policy thinking. Aided
by the digital revolution, it is opening doors to
potential reforms that are redolent of the United
States, albeit with local adaptations that avoid its
pro�igate spending on health. Recently, a notable
health-care chain in South India announced its
foray into comprehensive health insurance by
combining insurance and health-care provision
functions under one roof — what can be called
the Indian iteration of a managed care
organisation (MCO). It is timely to re�ect on
whether MCOs hold promise for the bigger Indian
health-care landscape, particularly when it comes
to extending universal health care.

The background
Having its precursors in some rudimentary
prepaid health-care practices in the United States
of the 20th century, the strongest impetus for
mainstreaming MCOs in U.S. health care came in
the 1970s, when cost containment concerns in
health care loomed large. Hitherto dominated by
generously reimbursed providers in cahoots with
insurers, high premiums became increasingly
unattractive for health insurance purchasers
following the economic slowdown after the 1970s.
This prompted the fusion of insurance and
provisioning functions under one roof, a focus on
prevention and early management, and a strict
emphasis on cost control — all this was against a
�xed premium paid by the enrollee.

Ever since then, MCOs have evolved into
multiple generations and forms, and have
penetrated deep and wide into the health
insurance space. Although robust evidence on
their contribution to improving health outcomes
and prioritising preventive care has been lacking,
evidence indicates that they did help in reducing
costly hospitalisations and associated costs.

In India, ever since the �rst public commercial

health insurance was promulgated in the 1980s,
the focus has been on indemnity insurance and
covering hospitalisation costs, despite a near $26
billion market for outpatient consultations in the
country. As Thomas (2011) has discussed, health
insurance, playing second �ddle to life and
general insurance, has seen scant innovation and
high, often unsustainable, costs of operation.

A contrast
In an early analysis of how the HMO — or health
maintenance organisation, a type of MCO) —
experience panned out for developing nations,
Tollman et al. identi�ed some important
characteristics: MCOs tended to be
urban-predominant, attracted the high-income
cohort, and caught on in contexts where the
public sector was failing or lacked strong socialist
moorings. In addition, it required that players
brought in enough �nancial clout, managerial
capabilities, and manpower, and found well-o�
and well-de�ned bene�ciary bases to serve.

Much in contrast to the U.S., the evolutionary
trajectory of Indian health insurance has o�ered
few natural incentives for consumer-driven cost
control. Insurance has targeted the thin, urban
well-o� segment, informality has been rife among
outpatient practices, and widely accepted clinical
protocols have been lacking. And, while
unpro�table operations coupled with
una�ordable premiums can serve as incentives in
theory, they are a far cry from engendering a
strong systemic push towards managed care.

A few successful initiatives are likely to stem
from big health-care brands having a loyal urban
patient-base, and pockets deep enough to forge
networks and invest in administrative capacities
and infrastructure. However, prospects of them
transmuting into a consequential contributor to
UHC purely based on private initiative are
far-fetched. That said, there could be promise in
exploring the managed care route with cautious
and incremental public patronage. With an

average of three consultations per year per
person and the negligibly small share of
insurance in outpatient care spend, there lies
signi�cant scope in reducing health-care costs
through early interventions a�orded by
comprehensive outpatient care coverage. The
health insurer today has little control over the
patient’s journey before they reach the hospital.

NITI Aayog report
In 2021, NITI Aayog released a report endorsing
an outpatient care insurance scheme based on a
subscription model, which would generate
savings through better integration of care. The
gains from a well-functioning managed care
system can easily be many times over. And its
positive spillovers in terms of consolidation of
dispersed practices, streamlining of management
protocols, and embedding a much-needed
preventive care focus in the private sector can
imply a sustainable solution to the problem of
outpatient care coverage over the longer term.

Under the Ayushman Bharat Mission,
incentives were announced for promoting the
opening of hospitals in underserved areas which
would preferentially cater to bene�ciaries of the
Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana (PMJAY).
Similar incentives could be conceived for MCOs,
which would insure and cater to PMJAY patients
apart from a private, self-paying clientele on a
limited scale initially and on a pilot basis. The
same applies to other public sector social health
insurance schemes. This would also contribute to
increasing awareness and expanding the reach of
MCOs over time, as the self-paying pool expands
and grows the demand base.

UHC is a complex maze, and as in all complex
systems, there is never a solitary answer to a
complex question. Neither is there a solution that
does not beget a problem in turn. While MCOs
cannot be expected to be the perfect solution,
they can be part of the bigger answer that Indian
health care seeks today.

India and the ‘managed care’ promise 

Dr. Soham
Bhaduri 

is a physician and an

independent

researcher who

specialises in health

policy and leadership

Universal Health
care is a
complex maze,
but managed
care
organisations
could be a part
of the answer
Indian health
care seeks

Kanniyakumari visit
As we approach the
conclusion of the election
campaign in India, we have
observed the culmination of
a particularly contentious
period. The Bharatiya
Janata Party has,
regrettably, engaged in
disseminating hate speech
and disparaging opponents
in its e�orts to garner votes.
Such tactics have tarnished
the democratic process with
unnecessary hostility and

other surfaces made of
certain materials have been
exacerbating urban heat
stress. City-specific plans
that take into account local
factors, prioritise green
spaces and water bodies,
and target all heat
generators, including
vehicles, industries, and
concrete surfaces, hold the
key to keeping cities from
heating up in excess.

M. Jeyaram,
Sholavandan, Tamil Nadu

the CAG look into the
matter and lay down certain
guidelines?
S.K. Choudhury,

Bengaluru

Heat management
While global
warming-induced climate
change contributes to an
rise in temperatures and
humidity, factors such as
the trapping of heat due to
a dense concentration of
buildings, paved roads, and

Further, such visits by a
Prime Minister can also, by
no stretch of the
imagination, be treated as
being “in public interest” to
justify incurring huge
expenses at the cost of the
taxpayer. Constitutional and
political morality and
propriety would demand
that the Prime Minister
must personally bear these
expenses for such private
visits. Will the ‘hand-picked
Election Commission’ and

characterised by unity,
respect, and constructive
dialogue. May we all
endeavour to cultivate a
more inclusive and
harmonious society.
Asim,
Puttur Galimugham, Karnataka

While the Prime Minister is
entitled to pursue his
religious belief or
spirituality, it should not
become a heady cocktail of
spirituality and politics.

discord. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has opted to
spend the final moments of
the campaign in meditation.
Perhaps, this appears to be
a calculated attempt to
alter the narrative and
appeal to the electorate’s
sense of spirituality and
contemplation. 
Let us seize this moment to
celebrate the end of such
divisive tactics and look
forward to a future where
our political discourse is

L E T T E R S T O T H E E D I T O R 
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Trichinopoly, May 31: The South Indian Railway
�remen and cleaners have struck work at
Trichinopoly on Friday noon. Similar strikes are
also reported from Tanjore where it began at 4
p.m. yesterday. The Reserve Police are guarding
the junction platform and railway sheds. The ex
�remen are being called in of whom about half a
dozen have already been registered. The
duplicate Trivandrum Express left Trichinopoly
with Mr. Vierra, Assistant Tra�c Superintendent
acting as �remen.

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO MAY 31, 1924

Strike at Tinnevely 

F
or a cub reporter who is just �nd-
ing her feet in the industry, cover-
ing any election can be intimidat-

ing, and a Lok Sabha one even more so.
During election season, there is a con-
stant in�ux of information and misinfor-
mation. There are dozens of speeches to
cover, interviews to conduct, and places
to be at. Some of these assignments can
throw up surprises and involve quick tur-
narounds. All reporters prepare meticu-
lously before elections, but regardless of
the e�ort, something or the other tends
to happen which changes the course of
our coverage. In short, we always have to
be prepared for the unexpected too.

For instance, just ahead of the polls,
Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal was
arrested. This was an unprecedented
event that none of us foresaw. On the day
of the arrest, I was having a slow news
day. But as updates of the Enforcement
Directorate reaching the Chief Minister’s
residence came in, I rushed to the site
with my colleagues and saw him being ta-
ken away. The arrest landed the Aam
Aadmi Party in a crisis and changed its
campaign, likely made a di�erence to pu-
blic opinion, and a�ected our coverage of
the elections in the capital too.

There were also days when I found my-
self unprepared to deal with the contrad-
ictions in narratives or unable to trace the
source of a narrative or belief. In north-
east Delhi, for instance, where riots
broke out in early 2020 over the Citizen-
ship (Amendment) Act, 2019, several pe-
ople I spoke to recounted a particular
narrative against the Congress’s candi-
date, Kanhaiya Kumar. People dismissed
him as the leader of the “tukde tukde
gang” — a pejorative catchphrase used to
refer to groups allegedly supporting sedi-
tion and secessionism — but when asked
where they had heard this, many of them
did not have a proper answer.

Similarly, while researching and writ-
ing about the candidates in the fray, I

realised that it was di�cult to take a call
on which aspects about them were im-
portant, which ones were unimportant
and avoidable, and which ones were per-
haps unimportant but still interesting.

Additionally, we reporters must also
deal with the fact that there are certain
aspects or events in a person’s life that
cannot be written about due to several
factors. For instance, the candidate may
have faced a case years ago. But if that
case was withdrawn later, do you include
it? Similarly, it can be tricky to write
about personal details that shaped the
candidate’s motivations.

One day, despite doing my research
and discovering crucial details about the
candidates buried in larger stories, I was
still caught o� guard. During an inter-
view, I asked the candidate many perso-
nal questions, including what he does
when he takes breaks from campaigning.
When I asked him about his children, he
paused, unable to speak. I did not realise
that he had lost his child. A member of
his team answered instead. I quickly
changed the subject and we moved back
to talking about politics.

Most importantly, I was unaware of
the impact of some of these stories on
readers. Journalists spend their lives
chasing stories, with little time to really
look back at the previous day or report.
We �le so many stories that we even for-
get about them sometimes. But readers
don’t forget. Stories, I have come to
know, can even change their mind about
a particular issue or person. I learned this
one day when a reader called me and
said, “The pro�les you are writing for the
candidates in my constituency will de-
cide who I vote for.”

To hear that was thrilling, albeit daunt-
ing. Since that phone call, while inter-
viewing candidates, I have tried even har-
der to put myself in the shoes of the
people of the constituency and ask ques-
tions that the voters may want answered.

satvika.mahajan@thehindu.co.in

NOTEBOOK

During election time, expect the
unexpected 

Covering the Lok Sabha elections for the �rst time can be equally
thrilling and daunting 

Satvika Mahajan

O
n May 22, the Election Commission
of India (ECI) asked the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) and the Congress
to desist from raising divisive issues

in the campaign. In recent years, and
particularly during the campaign to the ongoing
Lok Sabha elections, critics of the ECI have
accused the body of being late or ine�ective or
partial in responding to alleged violations of the
Model Code of Conduct (MCC). Does the MCC
need legal teeth for better implementation? T.S.
Krishnamurthy and P.D.T. Achary discuss the
question in a conversation moderated by
Sreeparna Chakrabarty. Edited excerpts:

Mr. Krishnamurthy, a lot of people have said
that the ECI has not properly enforced the
MCC during this election and that some
violations have been overlooked. What is
your opinion on these allegations?

T.S. Krishnamurthy: The media and political
parties make vague allegations against the ECI,
and this is common during every election. As far
as political parties go, one set of parties or the
other will always have a complaint. This is very
common in every election. Parties have their
own political reasons for making complaints.
What is necessary is to know how genuine these
complaints are and what action has been taken.
It is for the people to decide whether the action
taken has been free and fair.

Mr. Achary, do you think the MCC needs legal
teeth for better implementation?

P.D.T. Achary: I don’t look at this from the
point of view of political parties but from the
point of view of law and the Constitution. Legal
enforceability is out of the question because it
(the MCC) doesn’t have legal teeth. But the point
is that the ECI has been given a lot of powers. In
fact, Justice Justice Krishna Iyer had said in one
of his judgments that it (the ECI) is a reservoir of
powers. That means the ECI has a lot of powers
to act to ensure that elections are free and fair.
So, it is not necessary to give legal teeth to the
MCC. 

The argument against giving it legal teeth is
that once it (the ECI) goes to the courts, it will
take a lot of time. The electoral process, once it
starts, should be completed expeditiously. So,
legal teeth should not be made a part of the
Representation of the People Act (RPA), 1951. In
the absence of this legal provision, the MCC can
be enforced and that is for the ECI to deal with
because Article 324 of the Constitution gives it
enormous powers wherever there is no legal
provision. Whether the ECI is actually using all
its powers under Article 324 is the question.

People who do not favour statutory
measures to implement the MCC also argue
that when a strict measure is taken, it
disrupts the political process. Mr.
Krishnamurthy, what do you think?

TSK: While I agree that the Supreme Court in
one of its judgments observed that the ECI has a
reservoir of powers under Article 324, it is only
in respect of areas where there is a legislative
vacuum. This is not an all-comprehensive
power. The ECI is entitled to exercise this power
without appealing to any other outside body, but
even here, the restriction is that it has to be
within the framework of the Constitution and
the RPA. It is not as if the ECI has got
extraordinary powers to go beyond the
provisions of law. The ECI is accountable for its
decisions in exercise of such power.

The main purpose of the MCC is to ensure a
level playing �eld and ensure that elections take
place in a free and fair manner. But the problem
is that the MCC is only a code. Once it �nds a
violation, if the ECI can book them under the
Indian Penal Code (IPC) or under the RPA, or �le
an FIR, that will take months and years to be
decided by the courts. Moreover, the police
which functions under the State government will
be taking action against such complaints
depending upon which party comes to power.

And if there are other violations not covered
by the IPC or the RPA, all that the ECI can do is,
say, ban a candidate from campaigning. But it
has no wide-ranging powers as people assume,
and that is where the problem lies. That is why I
believe that some limited power should be given
to the ECI to impose a monetary penalty or a
temporary disquali�cation or something like
that. There are some areas where I believe that it
(the MCC) should be brought within the
framework of law. I know there are di�erences
of opinion among political parties and analysts.

Some parties may not agree to such a change.
But if you want to instill some fear in candidates
and the political parties, at least some minimal
power of imposing a monetary penalty [should
be given]. Or disquali�cation for a short period
would be ideal.

In recent times, has there been any
discussion with parties on widening the
ambit of the MCC or making it more e�cient?

TSK: As far as I know, I don’t think so.

Mr. Achary, what is the harm in including
certain statutory provisions like penalties
for violating the MCC within the RPA Act?

PDTA: See, once it becomes a part of the RPA
Act, suppose the ECI moves in and uses that
particular provision against any person who
violates the MCC, that person will certainly go to
court and challenge it. If there is a stay, then the
matter will end there. So, quick executive action
is what is required. Judicial proceedings are out
of question. An election has to be completed
expeditiously within a given time frame.

I agree with Mr. Krishnamurthy that the
reservoir of powers doesn’t mean that the ECI is
omnipotent and it can operate outside the
Constitution and law. The Supreme Court has
made it clear that if there is a statutory law, then
the ECI will have to go by that. But if there is no
statutory law to deal with the particular
situation, the ECI can draw this power from
Article 324. Let’s suppose a very important
person violates the MCC. In such cases, the ECI
has, even during this election, taken a leader o�
campaigning for 24 hours or 48 hours. If the ECI
can use this power and take a person o� the
campaign for 24 hours or 48 hours, it can take
that person o� the campaign for the duration of
the election if it is a very serious o�ence or
violation. That call has to be taken by the ECI.

I would also like to draw your attention to
Paragraph 16A of the Election Symbols Order,
1968. It says if there is a violation of the MCC, the
ECI can even derecognise or temporarily
suspend the recognition given to a party. So, it is
not that the that the ECI does not have or cannot
exercise its authority.

TSK: Yes, the ECI has the power under the
Election Symbols Order to withdraw
(recognition). But if the ECI starts withdrawing

the symbol for various violations that political
parties are indulging in these days, I think most
of the parties are likely to lose their symbol at
one stroke. It cannot be invoked in all cases; it
can only be invoked in very serious cases.
Among the candidates and political parties,
mere fear of withdrawal of the symbol or �ling
an FIR doesn’t work. Thousands of cases of FIRS
are �led and you know how the FIRs are treated.

Over the past few years, there has been a
debate on whether the ECI has been able to
ensure a level playing �eld. What do you
think?

PDTA: Here, the point is whether the ECI is
using all its powers to deal with situations where
senior political leaders while campaigning seem
to be violating the MCC. Whether the ECI (in
such situations) is acting e�ectively and applying
the MCC and its regulatory aspect uniformly to
all the people, whatever position they may hold
politically or otherwise, is the question that
needs to be debated. It is a serious situation.
And all of us know what has been happening
during this election.

Social media has become a huge in�uence as
far as campaigning goes. Do you think it
needs regulation?

TSK: This is a complex issue. There is need for
regulation. How that can be done needs to be
discussed with all stakeholders. I’m not saying
everything is hunky dory. We have to bring
about some changes. The MCC was started with
a good intention. It had a lot of positive e�ect
initially, but parties are now becoming more and
more aggressive. I think it is time for us to
review the contents of the MCC and also to �nd
out methods to improve the regulation of social
media, hate speeches, and fake news. But let us
clearly understand that the ECI does not have
that kind of a power during the election process
to swiftly deal with the violations.

PDTA: Social media is unregulated, so some
muck also moves through it. But the point is that
when there is a some kind of a control over the
rest of the media — sections of electronic media
and print media — people get a lot of
information through social media. Therefore,
yes, there should be some healthy regulation,
but otherwise social platforms are certainly
serving a very important purpose, particularly
in a situation like this.

Does the Model Code of Conduct need legal teeth? 
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Cape Town, May 30: Representatives of the
700,00 South African Indian community have
welcomed the announcement that Indians
may become part of the South African defence
force. A statement has been issued by the
Prime Minister, Mr. B.K. Vorster, saying: “The

Government has decided to establish a social
service battalion for Indians on similar lines to
that of the coloureds.”

The Indian service battalion will
provisionally be established on Salisbury
island as a unit of the Navy. Training of the
�rst Indians will begin in January next year.

Mr. J.N. Reddy, Chairman of the South
African Indian Council, said: “We welcome
with high praise the decision taken by the
Government. This is a step in the right
direction. We (Indians) feel part of South
Africa.” 
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A shepherd pours water for a herd of goats in Malleswaram in Nagarkurnool district of Telangana. India has been in the grip of a severe heatwave. NAGARA GOPAL
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GUEST VIEW

While lease rent in India is governed by 
the rent control legislation of respective 
states and is a result of the sum agreed upon 
by both parties, India’s apex court has made 
it clear that “both the landlord and tenant 
are empowered under the law to approach 
the rent controller for fixing ‘fair rent’ dur-
ing the subsistence of the lease.” 

Apart from choosing what concessions to 
extend to an anchor tenant, there are certain 
terms under a lease that landlords can nego-
tiate to protect their interests. For any big 
retail centre, store occupancy drives traffic 
and a shuttered anchor will inevitably hurt 
smaller tenants. Dark storefronts and corri-
dors put customers off. To combat this, land-
lords can introduce the right to ‘re-capture’ 
space in lease agreements. This would 
empower them to take back rented space 
from an anchor tenant in the event the latter 
is not open for business for a defined period 
of time during the week. Landlords could 
also demand monetary compensation from 
such a tenant. In general, though, with orga-
nized retail expected to expand further and 
Indian spending on the rise, we can expect to 
see retailers with significant clout and mar-
ket presence driving a hard bargain with 
landlords for retail spaces.

These are the author’s personal views. 

drawing up terms based on their own stan-
dard template. This has been changing. In 
today’s times, organized retail players with 
a major national presence seem just as capa-
ble of tilting the scales in their favour as 
high-profile international tenants.

In April 2023, iPhone-maker Apple struck 
lease agreements for its first Apple retail 
stores in Delhi and Mumbai, thereby offi-
cially marking its physical presence in the 
country. The lease agreement for Apple’s 
20,000-sq-ft space in Reliance Jio World 
Drive mall, located in Mumbai’s posh BKC 
area, features an ‘exclusive zone’ clause that 
restricts the landlord from leasing space to 
22 competing technology brands near the 
store, as specified by the tenant. This is one 
of the first such instances in the Indian retail 
sector of an ‘anchor’ tenant leveraging its 
dominance to obtain such favourable terms. 

An ‘exclusive zone’ is a tenant-requested 
clause designed to ensure that two similar 
tenants do not end up in such close retail 
proximity that they interfere with each 
other’s customer traffic. In such cases, land-
lords are wary of the restriction being too 
wide, effectively acting as a restraint on their 
space-rental business. Fortunately for 
Apple, past rulings of law courts in India sug-
gest that such a restrictive clause does not 

T
he retail sector in India has grown 
hugely. It is now placed at $1.2 trillion, 
fuelled by rising consumer spending, 

swift urbanization and a burgeoning middle 
class that’s youthful by world comparison. In 
an effort to meet growing demand, home-
grown as well as foreign brands are scaling 
up their operations and physical presence. 
With prominent single and multi-brand 
retailers such as Apple, Reliance Retail, 
Tata’s Trent, Shoppers’ Stop, etc, all vying to 
fulfil fast-growing urban demand, India saw 
record-high leasing of space by retailers in 
2023. While the phenomenon of ‘ghost 
malls’ does exist, we also saw renovations of 
shopping malls and hypermarkets that were 
struggling to retain footfalls, especially after 
the covid pandemic. In recent years, real 
estate developers have been launching bet-
ter designed and located retail spaces to 
attract large tenants whose requirement 
runs into several thousand square feet. 

Historically, in India, landlords have 
driven lease negotiations with tenants, 

accumulated wealth. For India’s vast 
majority, joblessness is an unaffordable 
luxury. Which also implies that unem-
ployment statistics are not the only way 
to understand the challenge. While use-
ful, this data represents only one aspect 
of the problem. A nuanced look would 
show that rising employment data may 
mask increasing distress in the econ-
omy. Most employment gains have 
been in agriculture and among women 
workers; this suggests distress-induced 
job seeking over the last five years. Also 
consider that rising economic growth is 
usually associated with a declining 
share of workers in agriculture, but this 
trend held firm only till 2017-18 and saw 
a reversal after that, raising questions 
about non-farm job creation. 

Anxiety over jobs extends to those 
who want superior employment, a sig-
nificantly large group. Among those 
who are employed, the last decade has 
seen a deterioration in job quality and 
also a decline in earnings from such 
work. While casual wage labourers in 
rural areas continue to suffer declining 
real wages for farm and non-farm work, 
the decline has been sharper for regular 
employees. PLFS data suggests a 
decline in rural regular wages by 1.3% 
per annum in the last five years, with 
urban regular wages declining at 2.7% 
per annum. In fact, regular worker 

wages have been declining since 
2011-12, with real wages in rural areas 
declining at 0.6% per annum since 
2011-12 while urban wages declined at 
1.2% per annum since 2011-12.

Quality of employment has been a 
bigger challenge. The only thing that 
distinguishes a regular worker from a 
casual wage worker is the regularity of 
employment. But this scenario is bleak. 
Almost two-thirds of India’s regular 
workers do not have a written contract, 
while only one-fourth have one that is 
longer than 3 years. Both these indica-
tors have worsened since 2011-12. 

The decline in real earnings from 
regular employment has led to a situa-
tion where the earnings of the bottom 
quintile of regular workers is no differ-
ent from the bottom quintile of casual 
workers. In 2022, both received average 
monthly earning of about ₹3,000 per 
month or ₹100 per day.

Earlier this year, while releasing the 
India Employment Report 2024 of the 
International Labour Organisation 
(ILO) and Institute for Human Develop-
ment, the chief economic advisor (CEA) 
was criticised for saying that the gov-
ernment cannot create jobs for every-
one. The CEA may be right in a general 
sense, given the limitations of the gov-
ernment in creating public-sector jobs, 
but the administration’s responsibility 
is not just to create government jobs, 
but also to create enabling conditions 
for the private sector to employ people 
in good jobs. It is also the duty of the 
government to provide an enabling 
framework of regulations for decent 
work, including provisions of social 
security to those who are either 
employed as regular workers or are self-
employed. Instead of political promises 
of creating millions of jobs, a better way 
to deal with the employment challenge 
is to initiate structural reforms that can 
encourage labour-intensive sectors as 
well as small and medium enterprises. 
India must improve the quality of 
employment to assure people social 
security as well as better earnings.

I
f there is a single issue that has domi-
nated the election discourse over the 
past two months, it has been India’s 

crisis of jobs. But what exactly is this 
so-called employment challenge? 
While one hears anecdotal stories of 
educated youth not finding employ-
ment, jobs mean different things to dif-
ferent people. If it means any engage-
ment in gainful productive activity, 
then the growth of employment since 
2017-18 has been the highest in recent 
years, with the total number of workers 
in the economy increasing from 458 
million in 2017-18 to 563 million in 
2022-23, as reported by Periodic 
Labour Force Surveys (PLFS).

Last week, the National Statistical 
Office (NSO) released estimates from 
quarterly surveys for urban areas for 
January-March 2024; these confirm the 
trends reported earlier. Urban males 
aged above 15 years have seen their 
workforce participation increase from 
67.7% in January-March 2022 to 69.8% 
in January-March 2024. The increase is 
greater for urban females, whose work-
force participation rate rose from 18.3% 
to 23.4% over the same period.

But then, why is employment an 
issue? Primarily because in an economy 
like ours, with significant economic dis-
tress, getting jobs is almost a necessity. 
Most people in the working age-group 
need some means of earning a liveli-
hood, with only a few able to survive on 

Improve the quality of employment broadly to assure employees better earnings and social security
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Commercial leases in the retail sector are evolving fast 
ANIMESH TIWARY

O
n Wednesday, a weather sta-
tion in Delhi reported a maxi-
mum temperature of 52.9° 
Celsius. This is the highest 
ever —not just for the capital, 
but for all of India. As anything 

above 50° is rare even during intense heat 
waves, the reading left observers agape. And 
since it was an outlier among other mercury 
readings across Delhi, a central minister said 
that the weather department has been asked to 
check if the thermometer was okay. Whether 
or not it has its notches correct, the scorching 
heat this year makes anything around the 50° 
mark seem believable. The oven-like condi-
tions that have gripped large parts of our land-
mass are all too real, with people groaning that 
this summer is the hottest they have ever expe-
rienced. The tragic irony of such groans is that 
unlike a ‘once in a century’ event like the covid 
pandemic, it’s likely that the same attestation 
of misery will be made year after year as we go 
along. After all, the blazing sun is only the most 
visible cause. Air pollution that traps heat on 
the planet has put us on a path whose perils are 
only just starting to show.

An analysis of data from India Meteorologi-
cal Department by the Centre for Science and 
Environment (CSE) reveals that it’s not just 
regular heat, the hot season has gradually 
become more muggy too. In Delhi, the average 
relative humidity in summer months was 
52.5% in the first decade of the millennium, 
but recent years have seen it go above 60%, 
pushing us into a sweltering zone. Perspiration 
cools our bodies down as sweat evaporates, 
but if the ambient air is too humid—with high 
moisture, i.e.—then we take longer to dry and 
this cooling effect weakens. Exposure for 

hours on end to extreme humid heat can thus 
induce stress and even prove fatal. While heat-
stroke deaths are few and far between right 
now, what we need to recognize is how soon 
global warming and rising humidity could 
combine to make the fatality count shoot up. 
Global human tolerance studies suggest that 
five hours or more spent outdoors in ‘wet-bulb 
heat’ of above 35° Celsius could kill people 
(with variation on account of other factors, of 
course). With such a risk staring at millions of 
workers without air-conditioned work spaces, 
we need to wrap our heads around wet-bulb 
heat as a concept. It refers to readings of a 
thermometer whose bulb is covered with a 
cloth soaked in water. As it’s wet, its reading 
will be much lower than a dry bulb’s, but the 
gap can start closing rapidly if high humidity 
does not let the wet bulb cool. In other words, 
while the usual dry heat readings have begun 
reaching scary levels, with rising moisture in 
the air, we may see much worse to come.

Several issues demand attention. For one, 
we must not fall for the myth of hardy Indian 
toilers, ready to work under harsh conditions. 
On current trends, the bulk of our population 
may be vulnerable to wet-bulb heat by mid-cen-
tury. For another, the energy needed to keep 
Indians safe—let alone cool—would be enor-
mous, which could push us into a vicious cycle if 
we don’t plan properly. Even as we adopt clean-
tech options for electricity, carbon neutrality by 
2070 will not be easy to achieve. As with all cli-
mate science, nothing can be said with cer-
tainty. But still, the risks we face are too severe 
to kick this can further down the road. As lives 
are involved, we must prepare for a worst-case 
scenario. We shouldn’t face a fatality curve 
someday that’s too late to flatten.

Wet-bulb heat: A rising 
threat we cannot ignore
As temperature readings smash records and leave us agape, humidity is worsening too. It’s 

climate change. Wet-bulb heat could spell a massive crisis in India as the planet warms up
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It will be 25 years next
week since tanks rolled

into Tiananmen Square to
silence protesters who had
gathered to ask for greater
democracy in China. The
tragic heroism of that time
was dramatically captured
in the photograph of a soli-
tary man trying to stop a
tank on a Beijing street.

Democracy has advanced
across the world in recent
decades, despite occasional
setbacks of the sort we saw
in Thailand this month.
Most of the former commu-
nist countries are free now.
The brutal military juntas of
South America have lost
power. Apartheid is history.
The spark lit by the Arab
Spring has overturned dic-
tatorships across that part
of the world.

China continues to be the
only major global power
that is not yet a democracy.
Its transition to economic
freedom has been far
smoother than the equiva-
lent political transition.
Street protests have often
toppled dictators, but politi-
cal rights have survived best
in countries that have em-
braced constitutional values
rather than depending on
leaders to protect liberty.

QUICK EDIT

Political
freedom

BELOW EXPECTATIONS

Subdued growth adds
pressure on Modi govt

BY A SIT RANJAN M ISHRA

asit.m@livemint.com
·························
NEW DELHI

For the second year in a
row, the Indian economy
grew less than 5% in the

year to 31 March, data released
on Friday confirmed, exerting
greater pressure on the new
government to accelerate re-
forms and kick-start stalled in-
vestments.

Gross domestic product
(GDP) grew 4.7% in the year
ended 31 March, marginally
higher than the 4.5% growth in
the previous year, the statistics
department said.

It was lower than the 4.9%
expansion predicted by the de-
partment.

In the three months ended
March, the economy expanded
4.6%—the eighth successive
quarter that growth was below
5%.

The data, coming four days
after the government of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi as-
sumed office, piles more pres-
sure on the new administra-
tion to attract investments and
get stalled projects moving,
analysts said.

The manufacturing sector
contracted 0.7% in 2013-14
compared with 1.1% growth in
the previous year. The margin-
ally higher GDP growth was
led by agriculture, which ex-
panded 4.7% compared with
1.4% in the previous year.
While most services sectors
slowed, growth in financial
services quickened to 12.9%
from 10.9%, aided by the in-
flows of non-resident Indian
deposits.

Growth in community, so-
cial and personal services,
which mostly represents pub-
lic expenditure by the central
and state governments, slowed
significantly in the fourth
quarter to 3.3% from 5.7% in
the third quarter because of
compression in Plan expendi-
ture by the central government
to lower the fiscal deficit.

An industrial contraction re-
mains a worry, making it im-
perative for the new govern-
ment to focus on reviving the
manufacturing sector by sort-
ing out supply chain issues
and facilitating investment,
said Anis Chakravarty, senior
director at consulting firm
Deloitte India.

“Speedy implementation of
policies aimed at improving
infrastructure and adequate
land acquisition measures are
some of the needs for develop-
ment of the sub-sectors (of the
economy),” Chakravarty said.

Weak demand, high borrow-
ing costs and stalled projects
on account of delays in secur-
ing government approvals
have contributed to the sharp-
est economic downturn in In-
dia in a decade.

Capital investment contrib-
utes nearly 35% to India’s
economy, but it contracted an
annual 0.1% in the fiscal year
that ended in March.

Projects worth `6.2 trillion
were shelved last year due to
bureaucratic gridlock, accord-
ing to the Centre for Monitor-
ing Indian Economy, a think
tank. This is the highest in the
past 18 years.

The new government has lit-
tle time to squander—it has to
present the budget for the cur-
rent fiscal year (2014-15) in the
first week of July, which is ex-
pected to be passed by 31 July
after debate.

Foreign as well domestic in-
vestors, analysts, economists
and businessmen will be keen-
ly watching the Modi govern-
ment’s first budget for signals
on the ruling National Demo-

cratic Alliance’s (NDA’s) plans
for the economy.

“The fact that the Modi gov-
ernment has come to power
will have some upside to
growth,” said Devika Mehndi-
ratta, an economist with Aus-
tralia and New Zealand Bank-
ing Group Ltd. “Their first pri-
ority will be implementing
stalled projects, stay the
course on fiscal consolidation
and possibly even speed it up
by subsidy reduction.”

The Modi-led Bharatiya Ja-
nata Party (BJP) won 282 seats
in the Lok Sabha in the recent
general election, the highest
for any single party since 1984,
giving it a majority in the 543-
member Lower House.

Together with its NDA part-
ners, the BJP has 336 support-
ers in the Lok Sabha, which
analysts say would give it the
room to take politically sensi-
tive decisions like cutting sub-
sidies.

On Thursday, Modi asked
his ministers to prepare a 100-
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Weak demand, high
borrowing costs and
stalled projects
contribute to prolonged
economic downturn

RIL makes
open offer for
22% stake in
Network18

BY A SHISH K . M ISHRA

ashish.m@livemint.com
·························
MUMBAI

Mukesh Ambani’s Reliance
Industries Ltd (RIL)

moved quickly to consolidate
its hold on Network 18 Media
and Investments Ltd on Friday
with an open offer to share-
holders, just a day after an-
nouncing that it would spend
`4,000 crore to take complete
control of the company.

RIL, in a notice to BSE, said
its unit Independent Media
Trust (IMT) would make an of-
fer to acquire around 230 mil-
lion shares, constituting the
remaining 21.96% of voting
capital in Network18, on a day
that Raghav Bahl, managing
director, and Ritu Kapur,
Bahl’s wife and a director, quit.

The open offer was priced at
`41.04 per share, in line with
the parameters laid down by
the capital market regulator,
compared with Thursday’s
closing share price of `45.15.

IMT also made an open offer
for a 26% stake in TV18 Broad-
cast Ltd, a unit of Network18,
at `30.18 per share, compared
with Thursday’s closing price
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NOTHING TO CELEBRATE
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India’s biggest engineering
and construction company

Larsen and Toubro Ltd (L&T)
on Friday reported a 71.2% in-
crease in net profit for the
quarter ended March, helped
by strong order inflows, and
said it expects the new govern-
ment’s thrust on infrastructure
to kick-start stalled projects
and support its growth.

Net profit rose to a higher-
than-expected `2,723.48 crore
in the March quarter from
`1,591.19 crore, excluding an
extraordinary item of `18.72
crore, in the year-ago period.

Net sales rose 11.08% to
`20,079.10 crore.

The company, a corporate
proxy for the larger economy,
had been expected to post a
net profit of `1,648.7 crore on
sales of `20,656.5 crore, ac-
cording to Bloomberg analyst
surveys.

L&T’s order inflows could be
the first sign of a turnaround
for the sluggish capital goods
industry. India’s gross domes-
tic product grew less than 5%
in the year ended 31 March for
the second year in a row, data
released on Friday showed, as
projects stalled by delayed
government approvals, high
borrowing costs and weak con-
sumer demand took their toll
on Asia’s third largest econo-
my.

Boosting infrastructure is
high on the agenda of the
Narendra Modi government,
which has pledged to speed up
the process of approvals and
revive stalled projects.

“The mood is upbeat and
held-up projects will soon be-
gin to move, so I see improve-
ment come in sooner than
what I had thought earlier,”
group executive chairman
A.M. Naik said. “We have been
able to get over the storm and
good days are ahead of us.”

L&T said its order book—a
gauge of demand—grew 13%
year-on-year to `1.63 trillion
as of 31 March, and that order
intake for the business year
ending March 2015 was 20%
up on the year just ended.

The L&T stock fell 0.1% to
close at `1,548.90 on Friday on
BSE, on a day the benchmark
Sensex lost 0.07% to 24,217.34
points and the BSE Capital
Goods index gained 0.17% to
14,716.81 points.

The results were declared
after trading hours on Friday.

“The significant rise in
fourth quarter net profit as
well as sales has essentially
been driven by infrastructure
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L&T net soars
71% on strong
order inflows
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Amit Patni and Arihant Pat-
ni plan to raise about $40

million (around `235 crore) to
invest solely in companies that
provide Big Data analytics, a
little more than three years af-
ter the brothers launched Nir-
vana Venture Advisors, an ear-
ly-stage fund that invests in
technology-driven start-ups.

“The new fund will invest in
Big Data vendors that have a
large customer base in the US.
The Big Data space is much
more evolved in the US than
what it is in India right now,”
Amit Patni, the older sibling at
48, said in an interview.

Arihant Patni, 37, calls Big
Data analytics, a concept that
involves analysing large
amounts of unstructured data
generated by traditional busi-
nesses as well as social media
posts and videos, “the next big
wave” in technology.

The Patni brothers were in-
troduced to Hive Llc, a compa-
ny that incubates, funds and

launches data-driven busi-
nesses, through the Nirvana
network, co-founded and an-
chored by Rajan Mehra.

They invested an undis-
closed amount in the US-based
company in December 2012,
and in the following October,
closed their first investment in
Flutura Decision Sciences, a
Big Data analytics solutions
firm, with the help of Hive.

Venture capital experts say
the Patni brothers may get a
first-mover advantage as there
are no funds dedicated to in-
vesting in Big Data.

“While there are no Big Da-
ta-focused funds, the chal-
lenge lies in helping the firms
attain a critical mass and size.
The potential in Big Data is
huge, but most of them have
not been able to generate
enough revenue as yet,” said
Harish H.V., a partner at busi-
ness consulting firm Grant
Thornton.

Both the Patni brothers have
been active members of the
Mumbai Angels, Indian Angels,
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Patni brothers plan
to raise $40 mn to
fund Big Data firms
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Nothing is sudden in nature: 
whereas the slightest storms 

are forecast several days in 
advance, the destruction of 
the world must have been 
announced several years 

beforehand by heatwaves, 
by winds, by meteorites, 

in short, by an infinity 
of phenomena.

NICOLAS ANTOINE BOULANGER

has worked as an in-house legal 

counsel at a major 

manufacturing company.

Economic growth is usually 
associated with a declining share 
of workers in agriculture, but this 
trend saw a reversal after 2017-18, 
raising questions about non-farm 

job creation in the country.

People need better jobs but 
official Indian survey findings 

suggest that the last decade has 
seen a broad deterioration in 
job quality and also a decline 
in earnings from such work.

Q U I C K  R E A D

reduce the whole shopping centre’s traffic, 
specific conditions could be stipulated as the 
trigger for rent reduction. If occupancy falls 
below a certain threshold along a timeline, 
for example, this clause could be invoked. 

There can be complexities. An anchor 
tenant with market clout, for example, may 
want to reduce the rent payable to, say, a 
fixed percentage of its gross sales till the time 
the co-tenancy occupancy threshold is 
attained.  This may invite its own disputes. 
To begin with, the landlord and tenant may 
have different interpretations of who quali-

fies as a “nationally 
recognized tenant” or 
what an “open and oper-
ating” store means. Fur-
ther, the legality of an 
anchor tenant using a 
unilateral formula to 
determine rent in 
response to a breach of 
the co-tenancy clause has 
been contested in US 
courts, where it has been 
held that “co-tenancy 
provisions will be gener-
ally enforceable, unless 
they are substantively 
unreasonable.” 

violate any Indian law, considering that its 
objective is not restrictive of trade but to 
facilitate the retailing of a company’s prod-
ucts in a specified geographical location (and 
also that the restriction ends with the expiry 
of the lease tenure).

Across the world, big shopping malls rely 
on an anchor retailer to attract footfalls. This 
is also evident in India, where some shop-
ping centres have turned into loss-making 
‘ghost malls’ after their anchor tenants shut 
shop. Anchor retailers are in a position to use 
this dependence to their advantage by nego-
tiating the lease rent and 
corresponding terms in 
anticipation of market 
downturns. 

 There also exists a 
‘co-tenancy’ clause that 
enables an anchor tenant 
to exercise the right to 
pay reduced rent if the 
shopping centre fails to 
achieve a pre-negotiated 
occupancy level of 
nationally recognized 
tenants “open and oper-
ating” within a specified 
period of time. As tenant 
departures could also 

Dominant retailers have begun 
to exercise their clout as tenants. 

Apple’s rental deal in Mumbai, 
for example, reportedly has an  

‘exclusive zone’ clause designed 
to keep rival brands at a distance.

An anchor tenant at a mall may 
have a symbiotic relationship 

with the landlord and their lease 
agreement can include clauses 
that protect either party from 
being let down by the other.

Q U I C K  R E A D
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India’s employment challenge: 
Think beyond basic livelihoods 
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A
 new government will soon take 
charge at the centre. Hopefully, 
India’s new government will have a 
long-term vision and the courage to 
think outside the box. Nothing less 
will do to prepare India for the 

emerging new global economy, driven by funda-
mental, disruptive technological changes that are 
gathering momentum.

There have been periods in history when such 
fundamental technological change has had a pro-
found, pervasive impact on the way we live and 
work. The first industrial revolution triggered by 
the coal-powered steam engine, electricity, the oil-
powered transport revolution and the computer 
and communication revolutions are illustrations of 
such disruptive technological change in modern 
history. Today, two such transformations are 
simultaneously underway: the energy transition 
and the digital transformation.

The fossil-fuel-based industrial economy had 
more or less run its course by the end of the 20th 
century, as it became evident that burning fossil 
fuels was leading to climate change, which could 
eventually make the earth uninhabitable. It took 
another quarter century for national governments 
to agree on targets to limit greenhouse gas emis-
sions and switch to alternative technologies to 
arrest global warming. But action by governments 
to achieve those targets has proceeded at a snail’s 
pace, while we are already experiencing the impact 
of global warming in our daily lives. 

Fortunately, the market and private capital have 
come to the rescue. As the profitability of renewa-
bles became evident, massive private investment 
flowed in to fast-track the transition to solar power, 
wind power and green hydrogen across a wide 
range of industries. Costs plummeted as renewable 
energy capacity and products were rolled out at 
scale to reap economies of scale. Reports suggest 
that the costs of solar power, off-shore and 
on-shore wind power and electric vehicle batteries 
have dropped by 80%, 60-70% and 80% respec-
tively. The binding constraint now is not technol-
ogy, but inadequate availability of financing in 
developing countries where much of the transition 
to renewables must be done (Sudipto Mundle, 
Mint, 28 April and 25 May 2023). However, 
the market is likely to devise instruments like 
guarantees and insurance to find its way around 
this constraint.

Though markets and private capital are leading 
the energy transformation, national governments 
are also playing a key role in supporting and sub-
siding private companies. Chinese companies 
now control more than three-fourths of the global 
photovoltaic cells market and well over half the 
global market for wind turbines, electric vehicles 
and e-vehicle batteries, thanks to large scale gov-
ernment support. There has been pushback from 

Set priorities to prepare for the  
global economy that’s emerging
How well we leverage and ride ongoing transformations of energy and digital technology will determine India’s success
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T
he problem of climate change cannot 
be solved without capitalism. Gov-
ernments have tried for more than 

three decades with little to show for it. And 
while more of them are now engaging part-
ners in the private sector, the world is still 
lagging in deploying the full power of the 
market. An announcement by the Joe 
Biden administration in the US could help 
change that by beginning a much-needed 
overhaul of the market for carbon credits.

Global investment in clean energy has 
accelerated but is far below what’s required 
to restrain rising temperatures. Govern-
ments will not make up that difference on 
their own. Private capital will be needed, 
and while businesses and investors are 
eager to provide it, a market failure in one 
crucial area—carbon credits—is keeping 
them on the sidelines.

Carbon credits, which are bought and 
sold in a voluntary carbon market, offer 
companies and investors many ways to 
reduce greenhouse-gas emissions. In addi-
tion to helping finance new clean-energy 
installations, these credits can drive capital 
to projects with high upfront costs and 
high potential rewards, such as scaling up 
green hydrogen technology. They can also 
play a role in funding reforestation and 
ecological preservation, as well as financ-
ing the early retirement of coal plants.

There is enormous potential demand for 
carbon credits. Many business leaders 
recognize that tackling climate change is in 
their companies’ self-interest and are set-
ting ambitious decarbonization goals. That 
is not altruism. It’s capitalism.

Companies have far less control, how-
ever, of their ‘Scope 3’ emissions, those 
generated by suppliers and customers. Let-
ting firms buys credits against these emis-
sions—but only after they disclose and 
begin implementing robust plans aligned 
with the Paris Agreement—could dramati-
cally increase demand for them. For the 
demand side of the market to function, 
however, supply side problems must be 
fixed. Right now, the market for credits is 
opaque and riddled with inefficiency. Buy-
ers can’t be sure which credits are credible, 
projects often don’t deliver what they 
promise and sellers can’t be held accounta-
ble. Lack of transparency also opens the 
door for greenwashing, where companies 
claim to be making a much bigger differ-
ence than they are, which fuels public 
scepticism about [private efforts].

As a result, the market for carbon credits 
is much smaller and far less useful than it 
should be. Many of us have long been scep-
tical of it, and for good reason. As with any 

market, opacity breeds not only inefficacy 
but also corruption. 

This is a market failure we can fix, and we 
should treat it like any other market failure. 
For instance, when banks collapsed and 
the stock market melted down in 2007, the 
world didn’t walk away from markets and 
banking. Governments worked to address 
some of the causes of the crisis, including 
requiring more transparency of opaque 
securities like credit default swaps and col-
lateralized debt obligations. A similar rem-
edy is needed for carbon credits. 

Transparency works. Bloomberg’s story 
is a testament to that. When we created 
Bloomberg in 1981, there was virtually no 
way for firms (especially smaller ones) to 
negotiate bond prices with sellers, because 
sellers had all the information. Prices were 
inflated, commissions were enormous and 
the market was inefficient. By creating 
real-time bond pricing and making it avail-
able to buyers and sellers, we helped level 
the playing field and allowed more capital 
to flow to productive assets, benefiting 
investors and driving economic growth.

For markets to work well, they must be 
transparent, trusted and standardized— 
three qualities that have largely eluded the 
market for carbon credits. But change is 
coming. The US has released a policy state-
ment and set of principles for building 
more transparent, responsible and effec-
tive voluntary carbon markets. It’s an 
important step that builds on work led by 
the Integrity Council for the Voluntary 
Carbon Market and the Voluntary Carbon 
Markets Integrity Initiative.

Together, these efforts can do for the 
carbon market what the Bloomberg Ter-
minal helped do for the bond market in the 
1980s. Through transparency and stan-
dardization, we can generate more trust 
that these investments are sound, turning 
a relatively small market into an enormous 
one, and a relatively inefficient one into a 
powerhouse. This way, we can unleash the 
market power that we desperately need on 
our side in this fight. Encouraging other 
nations to join should be a priority for the 
Biden administration, including at Novem-
ber’s G20 summit in Rio de Janeiro.

Fixing the carbon-credit market won’t 
solve the climate crisis on its own, but it will 
go a long way towards enlisting the market 
in the fight. ©BLOOMBERG

Transparency holds the key to  
a carbon market that delivers

Resolving this market failure will help us against climate change

The US is trying to fix its faulty market for 

carbon credits ISTOCKPHOTO

the US and EU. But US companies are also receiv-
ing billions of dollars in subsidies under the Infla-
tion Reduction Act and the EU is contemplating 
its own counter-measures. Green industries are 
growing rapidly, thanks to intense global competi-
tion among leading companies, supported by their 
respective governments.

Most of the examples of disruptive technical 
change cited at the outset were embodied in 
machines designed to replicate 
and multiply hugely the physical 
capacity of human beings. But 
the computer revolution pio-
neered by Alan Turing and oth-
ers led to machines that would 
replicate and massively multiply 
the mental capacity of human 
beings. Semi-conductor chips 
multiplied the capacity of these 
machines manifold while minia-
turizing them. Computers com-
bined with the communication 
revolution gave us the internet, 
then smartphones and finally 
artificial intelligence (AI): large 
learning models that don’t just 
follow human commands, but 
autonomously replicate and hugely multiply, with 
Generative AI (GenAI), their capacity for some 
forms of human-like thinking. The advent of AI 
will further change the way we live and work.

Deep thinkers like Geoffrey Hinton, recognized 
as the ‘father of AI,’ and Israeli philosopher Yuval 
Harari fear that AI poses an existential threat to 
humankind. Others like Sam Altman, CEO of 
OpenAI, argue AI can be deployed to immensely 

enhance human knowledge and creativity across 
many fields. 

In India, the AI experience has been quite posi-
tive so far. The Microsoft LinkedIn Work Trend 
Index indicates that 92% of knowledge workers in 
India use AI, as compared to a global average of 
75%. However, much of this has to do with the 
application of AI and GenAI algorithms, rather 
than creating them. There is now intense global 

competition, especially between 
the US and China, in leading this 
digital transformation, since its 
enormous strategic and eco-
nomic potential is clear.

Perhaps for the first time in 
history, two fundamental tech-
nological transformations are 
taking place together, their pace 
intensified by global rivalry. 
Barring catastrophic shocks, this 
will usher in a massive invest-
ment boom and decades of high 
growth as new technological and 
economic processes change the 
world in which we live.

It is at this critical juncture of a 
global economic transformation 

that a new government will take charge to lead 
India for the next five years. How well we prepare 
to leverage both technological transformations 
and ride them successfully will determine whether 
India becomes the third largest economy by the 
end of this decade, as has been projected, and a 
developed country by the middle of the century. 
Hopefully, this will be the strategic agenda of 
India’s new government. 

Perhaps for the first time in 
history, two fundamental tech 

transformations are taking place 
together, their pace intensified 
by global rivalry. Barring shocks, 
this sets the stage for a boom.

It is at this critical juncture of a 
global economic transformation 
that a new government will take 
charge to lead India for the next 

five years. Its policy agenda must 
focus on new opportunities.  

Q U I C K  R E A D

ISTOCKPHOTO

SUHANI GARG & YASHVI BANSAL assistance, strengthen legal protections and 
establish feedback mechanisms. Support 
for transgenders in pursuit of education and 
employment, of course, must be a priority.

Vision statements and guidelines apart, 
very few educational institutions in India 
have established inclusive environments for 
LGBTQ+ students. Gender-inclusive poli-
cies are imperative for a substantive change 
to be achieved. To this end, it is crucial for 
everyone to acknowledge the right of trans-
gender students to determine their own 
gender identity. The transition processes of 
officialdom that involve gender and name 
changes should be smooth. 

It is time to set up committees dedicated 
to addressing gender minority concerns. 
From privacy issues to protocols, there is 
much ground to cover. Further, state gov-
ernments should implement appropriate 
laws to regulate institutions and ensure 
compliance with inclusion guidelines. For 
truly effective law-making, opinions need to 
be sought from within the transgender 
community and taken into consideration.

Community participation is a very impor-
tant factor for overall progress on gender 
inclusion—so that everyone in the country 
can live a life of dignity.

tions and job discrimination have led some 
to turn to prostitution for income, with 
increased vulnerability to sexually transmit-
ted diseases. Government policy interven-
tions for transgenders include the National 
Youth Policy, which recognizes transgen-
der youth as marginalized and calls for sup-
port for the LGBTQ+ community. Then, 
there are Transgender Persons (Protection 
of Rights) Rules and Ayushmaan Bharat TG 
Plus Scheme, among several other welfare 
schemes. The way forward would be to 

establish specialized 
schools for vocational 
training and guidance, 
promote transgender 
culture, integrate trans-
gender-related topics 
into academic curricula 
and explore new modes 
of engagement that can 
dismantle barriers and 
foster inclusive class-
rooms. We must also 
respect people’s chosen 
names and pronouns, 
provide gender-neutral 
facilities, ensure confi-
dentiality, offer financial 

and the targeted use of derogatory language 
create a climate of humiliation and anxiety. 
These experiences take a toll on their well-
being, contributing to depression, a major 
factor leading young people to leave school 
prematurely. Despite their strong desire for 
education, they find their academic goals 
thwarted. This highlights the need for rapid 
progress in creating safe and welcoming 
learning environments for all. 

There are an estimated 25 million trans-
gender people globally, and they are nearly 
four times more likely to 
suffer from conditions 
like depression, anxiety 
and the ills of substance 
misuse than cisgender 
individuals. The former 
often encounter barriers 
to enrolling in higher 
education due to dis-
crepancies between 
their birth certificate’s 
assigned sex and their 
gender identity. As a 
result, many are unable 
to pursue university 
education. In India, low 
educational qualifica-

recounts how co-workers would often ridi-
culed her appearance. Customers would 
also pass snide remarks and avoid her billing 
counter. She was deeply disheartened, she 
says. In another instance, a transgender 
individual secured a job at a renowned 
pathology lab. On her first day, the organi-
zation invited the media to celebrate its 
recruit and showcase its commitment to 
diversity and inclusion. It was good news for 
all transgenders in need of regular jobs. 
However, after seven months, the company 
asked her to leave, citing an alleged contrac-
tual term that was never documented. 
Unlike the fanfare on her first day, her dis-
missal got no media attention. Diversity for 
the lab was only performative, she says, 
aimed at brownie points instead of genuine 
inclusion. This incident highlights the 
reluctance of employers to accept transgen-
der individuals. Similar cases of discrimina-
tion are found in educational settings.

Data suggests that the literacy rate among 
India’s transgender population is signifi-
cantly lower than the national average. This 
disparity extends to education, with trans-
gender students dropping out of school. 
Many of them face a hostile environment 
within institutions. Bullying, harassment 

I
ndia’s democracy is famed globally not 
just for its size, but for its diversity. There 
are sections of people, however, who suf-

fer the effects of centuries-old practices that 
deny them their right to equality. One such 
community at the receiving end comprises 
individuals who identify as LGBTQIA+. 

While doing our internship at Basera 
Samajik Sansthan and living with transgen-
der people for 15 days, we observed much 
variation in how they chose to describe 
themselves. A transgender woman, some-
one assigned the gender ‘male’ at birth who 
identifies as female, might describe herself 
as a “transwoman”, “male-to-female” or 
simply “female,” and vice versa. Some do 
not identify as either male or female, opting 
to go beyond the gender binary. 

In India, transgenderism is well known as 
a sub-culture. Yet, mainstream awareness 
about the community is very low, which 
worsens their social oppression. A trans-
woman working for a global lifestyle brand 

Inclusivity crisis: Transgender students need support 

are students at Fortune 

Institute of International 

Business (FIIB).

Whether it’s as students or job 
seekers, transgender folks still 

have to bear discrimination and 
hostility. Their upliftment will be 
a long haul but the principle of 
equality demands that we act.

Those who identify as LGBTQI+ 
deserve better. We must respect 

chosen names and pronouns, 
provide gender-neutral facilities, 
strengthen legal protections and 
establish feedback mechanisms.

Q U I C K  R E A D
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On Sundays, I usually
find myself glanc-
ing through the

weekly forecasts in the
newspapers. A favourable
week ahead is enough to
bring a smile to my lips. It
is good fun for the moment.
But it was not always so.
A few decades ago, I was
heading a major depart-
ment in a Government pro-
duction unit. Yet I was rest-
less, not satisfied with the
way my life was moving.
Repeated visits  to
astrologers and their fore-
casts became the opium to
soothe my frayed nerves. So
much so that when I actu-
ally got another posting, I
visited an astrologer for
reassurance that the move-
ment would be auspicious.
As I moved into an entire-
ly different role, I found
that I loved the new job
with the same zeal that I
had displayed in my earli-
er workspaces. I realised a
few years later that the key
to my happiness was with-
in me—a passion to
immerse myself in the
moment. I have not gone
back to an astrologer since
then.
Years earlier, I was travel-

ling with my colleagues one
night to catch a flight to
Europe for a study tour. The
driver braked the vehicle to
an abrupt halt as a cat
crossed the road. The dri-
ver was in a dilemma. It was
not a good sign. He
resolved the issue by revers-
ing the car a few metres
before continuing to ward
off the ill effect. I was to
remember the incident
when I had to cut short my
stay by a couple of days hav-
ing caught stomach flu,
probably consuming beer
and other savouries during
the Oktoberfest festivities in
Germany. The feline in
Delhi had no inkling of its
role in my misfortune.
I am often surprised at the
measures taken by us, to

invoke the blessings, or
even to ward off the evil, for
an unknown future. Many
of us have gone through the
process of our mothers
feeding us curd and sugar
when leaving home for the
examinations. The ritual
did not help me with papers
that I had not prepared
well. I also remember my
elders telling me not to call
out a person leaving home
to avoid ill luck, even if I
had something important
to communicate.
This fear of the unknown is
not limited to us only. Such
superstitions abound even
in the so called modern
western world. We all have
heard the myths of break a
mirror and bad luck follows
for 7 years, the curse of
Friday the 13th, sneezes
and blessings,  f ingers
crossed, purse on the floor,
money out of the door and
countless others.
Cricket has been a craze in
our country ever since I can
remember. IPL is a relative-
ly recent phenomenon that
has fueled the frenzy to
unimaginable heights. Fans
root for players, who are not
even remotely connected
with the State or city after

which the team is named.
The tournament has also
sprouted several home-
grown charms to ensure
victory. I am surprised to
see people continuing to
remain standing or sitting
for the duration of the
match, controlling the
uncomfortable urge to
empty bursting bladders,
or staying at home even at
the cost of cancelling urgent
engagements, among many
other quirky behaviours.
A lucky charm would also
work only if one acts, that
too based on sound reason-
ing and an understanding
of the risks involved. Even
if one fails, it might not feel
like the end of the world.
Do it the other way round
and it is a heady cocktail for
disappointment.
American actress and
comedian Lucille Ball’s
words inspire me to set
myself free and be my own
lucky charm: “Luck to me is
something else: Hard work
and realising what is oppor-
tunity and what isn’t.”
(The author is an electrical

engineer with the Indian
Railways and conducts

classes in creative writing;
views are personal)
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and Pakistan from the manifesto is con-
cerning, especially given the unresolved
tensions in Ladakh. Moreover, defence
spending remains insufficient. Despite
rising GDP, the allocation has dropped to
under 2 per cent, far below what’s needed
to match China’s military capability. With
global trends showing increased defence
investments, India must re-evaluate its pri-
orities to effectively address its twin threats
and ensure robust national security.

Pratiksha Sharma | Ujjain
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Madam — Apropos the article “Nurture
dreams with open eyes and determination,”
published on May 29, this is my response.
Sanjay Chandra rightly highlighted the
importance of supporting others in their
journey towards realising their aspirations.
But to achieve fraternity among Indians,
caste hatred is a major obstacle. The lat-
est National Crime Records Bureau data
show the crimes against Dalits increased
from 50,744 in 2021 to 57,428 in 2022. The
graph has been going up since 2013. There
were 15,368 crimes against Scheduled

Caste persons in 2022 in Uttar Pradesh,
while MP ranked first in crimes against
Scheduled Tribes from 2020 to 2022.
However, the ugly apathy towards Dalits
by the upper-caste members of the same
religion is not just confined to these two
States but all over India. In some schools
in Tamil Nadu, students wear colour-coded
wristbands to show their caste identity!
This is a threat to the ideals of equality and
fraternity. Even a machine cannot work if
there is a conflict among its parts, let alone
a State or a society. In his famous poem
Apamanita (Insulted), Tagore said, “Whom
you push down will pull you down.” We
cannot turn a blind eye to hatred, abuse,
torture and exploitation towards our Dalit
brothers and sisters. Political will and strin-
gent punishment must be in place to pre-
vent atrocities against Dalits. Also, Dalits
should get proportional representation in
every sector to counter caste-based nepo-
tism.

Sujit De | Kolkata
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Madam — Apropos the news article, “ASI
moves to restore 1400-year-old Shiva tem-
ple in Puri,” published on May 29, this
is my response. As a daily newspaper read-
er, the story of the Swapneswar Mahadev
temple in Odisha’s Puri district resonates
deeply. The recent discovery and immi-
nent restoration of this 1300-1400-year-
old marvel is both exciting and a reminder
of the rich historical tapestry of our
nation.
The temple, showcasing the unique
Kalingan architectural style, had been
neglected for years, buried under vegeta-
tion and obscurity. The Archaeological
Survey of India’s (ASI) efforts to designate
it as a “monument of national importance”
will ensure that it receives the attention and
resources needed for preservation. This ini-
tiative, supported by various ministers and
INTACH, reflects a commendable com-
mitment to preserving our cultural her-
itage. The intricate stonework and histor-
ical significance of the temple are a testa-
ment to the craftsmanship of the post-
Gupta era. Protecting such monuments is
crucial, not just for their architectural beau-
ty but for the cultural and historical lega-
cy they represent.

Roshan Nayak | Puri

�����������������������������
Madam — Apropos the news article,
“India needs substantial defence invest-
ment”, published on May 29, this is my
response. Reading the daily headlines
reveals a complex landscape for India’s
defence strategy. The BJP’s manifesto,
promising a “Surakshit Bharat,” emphasis-
es achievements like the revocation of
Article 370 and reductions in terrorism, yet
recent attacks in J&K challenge these
claims. Historical incidents, from the
2001 Parliament attack to the Pulwama
tragedy, illustrate the persistent threat of
terrorism.
The BJP touts surgical strikes as deterrents,
but critics point to ongoing violence and
the situation in Manipur as evidence of
unmet challenges. The omission of China
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The opposition is being heard
with rapt attention. They have
raised hopes. The ruling party
guarantees are being scoffed at
but Ram temple and minori-
ty bashing still matter in a large
section of the UP and neigh-
bouring areas of the cow belt. 
The resurgence of youth at the
opposition parties reminds
many of the days of post-emer-
gency rallies and apologetic
clarifications by the then prime
minister Indira Gandhi. She
was also called the Janata
Party, a khichri or motley
crowd
Five kg of free ration is no
longer an issue. People have
taken it for granted that they
would have free ration anyway
whosoever is in power. But
jobs have become a major
issue. Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi’s assurance of one
lakh rupee a year for appren-
ticeship per unemployed is
being lapped up so as Rs 1 lakh
for every woman. “This money
is for the family”, Gandhi
stresses. 
The top BJP leaders’ assertion
that “abhi to yah trailor hai”
may be counter-productive
considering the Supreme
Court Stated Newsclick jour-
nalist Prabir Purakayastha’s
detention was illegal and
released him. Gradually most
news systems seem to be
changing its delivery, a bid to
share space with the surging
opposition.
Job reservation, though scoffed
at by the BJP, has got a new
lease of life with the Bihar caste

census and the slogan “jiski
jitni sankhya bhari, uski utni
hissedari”. Yes, reservation is to
stay and Indians have to grap-
ple with it. The BJP has been
painted not in a bright colour
on this score by the opposi-
tion. Despite the Calcutta
High Court cancellation of all
OBC certificates and a tough
stance against TMC leader
Mamata Banerjee, it will not
be easy to nullify the reserva-
tion in an aspirational jobless
country. 
Another peculiar aspect is the
regional variations of the poll.
Congress or its alliance part-
ners are the principal opposi-
tion in UP, MP, Rajasthan,
Chhattisgarh, Telangana,
Assam, Bihar, Jharkhand,
Uttarakhand, Himachal,
Maharashtra, Punjab and has
even come out with some
determination in Gujarat.
Most southern States have
secured tie-ups with the
Congress.
BJP is fighting a straight bat-
tle in all those States as also in
Bengal, Odisha, Assam,
Tripura, Manipur, Mizoram,
Nagaland and many other
smaller States. The poll is
being keenly contested and
results are difficult to guess,
particularly with the EC revis-
ing the total extra votes polled
by over 1.7 crore. The jerky
expressions of BJP leaders,
stressing on mangal sutra to
Muslims instead of the
achievements of the party have
put it on the back foot with
each day partly leaders dishing

out new figures on the lower
side. This gives jitters to the
party cadre. It is another story
that the cadre is mostly miss-
ing. They are not seen moving
robustly in constituencies and
managing the booths. It is
being said that the cadre has
been told by the organisation
to stay put and not seek to vote
for anyone.
The cadre apathy is said to be
reflected in its performance.
More so the voters are getting
alerted by its slogan “abhi to
yah trailor hai”, spoken by top
BJP leaders often, may not suit
the BJP. Quite a few YouTube
news channels and skits like
“Dadi Poti ke Khat” have view-
ership in lakhs. These are set-
ting the basics for election nar-
ratives across the country in
different languages. 
How these are influencing the
voters would be known as
boxes open on June 4. BJP
leaders’ shrill deliveries and the
brash expressions from public
platforms are not taken kind-
ly. Still predicting the elections
is not easy. The Election
Commission adding to 1.7
crore votes to the numbers cast
after a few days may do won-
ders. The election this time
with regional flavours of all
kinds and quiet voters may
even fox the exit poll stalwarts
if it is free and fair. Nobody
should wonder if the post-June
1 exit polls reflect a trend that
could be different from the
actual.

(The author is a senior jour-
nalist; views are personal)
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It is one of the strangest elec-
tions. Nobody speaks out.
Visibly there is no wave.
Election commission warn-
ings to defaulting speakers

are in nuances. More than the
prices and unemployment, saving
the Constitution has become the
prime concern. This is an
onslaught on their rights, assert-
ing the Dalits, OBCs, Scheduled
tribes and other marginalised
classes. An issue raised by the
Congress leader Rahul Gandhi
seems to reverberate. Swelling
crowds at Phulpur and Lalganj in
the suburbs and Allahabad city at
Congress and Samajwadi Party
speak a lot. 
Another key aspect is the cam-
paigning gusto with the nomina-
tions by Rahul Gandhi at Rae
Bareli and family friend Kishori
Lal Sharma at Amethi. It is being
called Rae Bareli syndrome. It has
infused life to Indian alliance
workers — AAP, Samajwadi Party
and Congress almost everywhere.
It has enthused the opposition
parties, who now want to clinch
the battle. 
This is in sharp contrast to BJP
leaders’ meetings, which are
marked by empty chairs as also
apologetic clarifications that they
are not for changing the statute.
But the ‘400 paar’ slogan of the
BJP is being equated with a
design to change the sacred
Constitution of BR Ambedkar.
The opposition, INDIA, seeming-
ly has become a trailblazer and the
ruling NDA is busy clarifying its
charges. 
Rally after rally of the NDA is
countering the accusations of
toying with the statute and trying
to alter its basic principles. Selling
of public sector assets to preferred
private groups comes next. The
rulers are saying that major PSUs
like ISRO and HAL remain intact.
They are, however, quiet on
Indian Oil and Railways. 
There are emerging issues like the
sudden nullification of OBC cer-
tificates issued till 2010 by the
Calcutta High Court. It is a dou-
ble-edged sword that targets the
Trinamool Congress Government
in West Bengal and the Central
Government alike. Prices make
the highest noise, followed by reli-
gion and Agniveer part-time sol-
diers supposedly compromising
with the country’s security. 
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