Age of admission to Class1
‘In Kerala will remain 5 years

The Hindu Bureau
| THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Age of admission to Class 1
in Kerala will remain five
years, State Minister for
General Education V. Si-
vankutty has said.

Any sudden change in
the minimum age of admis-
sion to six years will create
social problems, the Minis-

ter said at a press meet

~ here on Wednesday. The

Union Ministry of Educa-
tion had a few days ago

. written to States and Union
. Territories to fix six years

- as the minimum age of ad-

mission to Class 1 this year.
The Ministry’s latest
missive, dated February 15,

. is the third time that States
- and Union Territories have

been asked to align the age

HINDU, 29 FEBRUARY 2024

The Centre had
written to States to
fix six years as the
minimum age of
admission to Class 1
in line with NEP

of admission to Class 1 at
six in line with the National
Education Policy (NEP).
Similar notices were is-
sued last year and in 2021
in the wake of the NEP
launch. The Ministry’s di-
rective also points to the
Right of Children to Free

‘and Compulsory Educa-

tion (RTE) Act, that covers
education of children from
the age of six to 14.

Last year too, the State
had decided against raising
the minimum age. Then,

VRN <ot BaRieg

the Minister had said the
government would bring
clarity on the issue in the

- next academic year on the

basis of the M.A. Khader
Committee report on
school education.
However, the Minister
on Wednesday said the
State had good school en-
rolment numbers and few
dropouts. Also, children
here joined kindergarten
at the age of three and by
the age of five, were ready
to join Class 1. In such a
context, there was no need

“to delay their Class 1 admis- |

sion by a year.

States had a right to take
decision on matters of edu-
cation, and Kerala has de-
cided to stick to the age of
five for school admission,
the Minister said. y
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Govt may halt funds

under key

scheme

o 6 non-NDA states

Fareeha Iftikhar
fareehé.iftikhar@htdigital,in

NEW DELHI: The Union govern-
ment is likely to halt the disbur-
sal of funds under its flagship
Samagra Shiksha Scheme for
the current financial year to five
states and one Union Territory,
all administered by parties that
are not part of the Bharatiya
Janata Party’s NDA, that are yet
to sign Memorandums of
Understanding (MoUs) with it to
adopt the Pradhan Mantri
Schools For Rising India
(PM-SHRI) scheme, senior gov-
érnment officials said on
Wednesday.

So far, 30 states and Union
territories (UTs) have signed
MoUs with the Union ministry of
education for the PM SHRJ pro-
gramme, which targets to
upgrade 14,500 schools benefit-
ting 1.8 million students, and
ensuring that these schools
Serve as model institutes and
encapsulate the spirit of Nationa]
Education Policy (NEP) 2020.
The government has already
selected 6,448 schools from 28
states and UTs for the upgrade in
the first round,

According to senior govern-
ment officials, despite several

requests from the ministry to the .

states and UTs of Delhi, Wegt
Bengal, Odisha, Tamil Naduy,
Punjab and Kerala, urging them
to adopt the scheme, there has
been reluctance on their part.

While five of these states have
not signed the MoUs yet, Punjab
has stopped the implementation
of the PM SHRI scheme after inj.
tially signing the MoU, said a sen-
ior government official, asking
not to be named. “Despite taking
funds from the Centre for Samg.
gra Shiksha Scheme, the refysy]
of the five to sign MoUs for py
SHRI schools, reflects a troubling
pattern. Itis a clear politicization
move by the States/UTs, where
they accept funds under Samg-
gra Shiksha but resist signing o,
MoU for PM SHRL" added the
official.

The Samagra Shiksha Scheme
or Abhiyaan is the largesg ¢y
tral government scheme for uni-
versal school education P
SHIRI schools, 1o showense all ini
tiatives of NEP-2020, will work as

N

exemplar schools for neighbour-
ing cluster schools as well.
Therefore, the Centre is going to
halt the remaining funding by
under the Samagra Shiksha
scheme for these states for the
financial year 2023-24,” the offi-
cial added.

The fund sharing pattern for
the scheme between Centre and
States is 60:40 for all states and
Union Territories with legisla-
tures except for the North-East-
€rn states where the Centre con-
tributes 90% of the total funds,

According to the government
records, the remaining funds for
West Bengal under the scheme
for the current financia] year is
31,273 crore, Tamil Nady , 3,045
crore, Kerala, %168 crore , Pun-
jab, %370 crore, and Delhi, 7190
crore. The details for Odisha
Were not available. TMC Mp
Santanu Sen, said, “The Centre
has already frozen funds under
various schemes to Bengal. The
amount is around 1.6 Jakh
crore. The Centre wants to break
the federal structure by creatin
financial blockades to all pop.
BJP states.”

In 2022, the Centre withheld

ds to West Bengal including
the Mahatma Gandhi National
Rural Employment Guarantee
Scheme (MGNREGS). In Febru-
ary, areport by the Comptroller
and Auditor Genera) of India
alleged that West Bengal didn’t
submit utilisatiop certificates of
-2.29 lakh croreg against alloca-
tions made under different
schemes by the Centre,
canwhile, officials in Odisha
Punjab said that they are yet
eceive g communication
1 the Centre regarding this, “[
tcomment yplesg there is a
COmmunication from Centre,”
said the Secretary Odisha school
and masg education secretary
Aswathy s,

Punjab school education min-
ister Harjot Singh Bains said there
s N0 issue of funds being cut so
lar. A Delhi government official,
requesting anonymity, said:
“Though there is no official word
from the Centre... but if they
decide to halt funds, it would be a

violation of the Right to Educa-
tion Act

and
tor
fron
can’

n\
(Inputs from stae correspondents)
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[ earning outside syllabus,
beyond the board exams

young student I know is writing his

Class XII CBSE Board Examination.

The other day I talked to him, sent

my prayers, and conveyed my best
wishes. Even though I believe he will do
extremely well, satisfy his parents and
impress his teachers, I am disturbed by some
questions. Will he be able to find his swad-
harma, and live creatively and meaningfully
with a life-affirming relationship with the
world, even if with, say, 99% marks in the
exam, he manages to get admission in a
branded medical/engineering college or a
top-ranking university?

It is not that I am concerned only about
him. As a teacher and keen observer of the
prevalent societal neurosis, I think of the fate
of this entire generation, a terribly tense and
anxiety-ridden one. Schools sell their success
stories; coaching centres transform the top-
pers into brand ambassadors of their heavily
commodified success manuals; and even the
brigade of lucky parents seek to
enhance their status in the neigh-
bourhood through the mythologies
of their children’s success stories.
But then, some of us must ask a -
series of critical questions, and
rethink education.

In this context, let me make three
points.

First, I have no hesitation in say-
ing that the kind of education we
have normalised is essentially life-killing. Far
from encouraging our children to remain
peaceful and meditative with creative
ecstasy, it causes chronic nervousness, rest-
lessness and fear of lagging behind in the
hyper-competitive rat race. We seem to have
forgotten that education is not merely about
the acquisition of a set of academic, technical
and logical-mathematical skills but is essen-
tially about the cultivation of amind thatis
empathic, sensitive, dialogic and compas-
sionate. Physics and Mathematics, or History
and Sociology are definitely important. But
then, the intelligence sharpened through the
study of these disciplines need not be
reduced to mere instrumental/technocratic
reasoning — or, just a skill for cracking all
sorts of standardised tests. Instead, science,
technology, arts, literature and social scien-
ces should equip children with theories and
practices for nurturing the spirit of a
humane and egalitarian world.

Possibly, some of our finest educationists
_ from Rabindranath Tagore to Jiddu Krish-
namurti — repeatedly reminded us of these
higher objectives of education. But then,
think of our fall, our collective decadence.
We have normalised the phenomenon called
the Kota coaching factory, the tales of suicide
in the IITs and other institutions no longer
puzzle us, and while posh international
schools in Gurugram and Noida charm the
aspiring class from our gated communities,

AS A TEACHER AND
KEEN OBSERVER OF THE
PREVALENT SOCIETAL
NEUROSIS, I'THINK
OF THE FATE OF THIS
ENTIRE GENERATION,

A TERRIBLY TENSE AND
ANXIETY-RIDDEN ONE.

the lucrative business of psychiatrists, coun-
sellors and motivational speakers goes on to
manage our children’s mental health.

Second, what frightens me further is the
dark world these youngsters — even the suc-
cessful ones — will eventually enter after
their board exams. Possibly, they will eventu-
ally become either self-centred/non-reflexive
careerists or cynics/defeatists living without
any project of a better world. Think of the
nature of the world (beyond the protective
milieu of their families) they will enter. They
will be eventually told that their 99% marks
in Physics or English mean nothing if they do
not manage to get appropriate jobs with
lucrative salary packages. Hence, they will be
advised to be practical, forget their unique
traits and aptitudes, choose a place of learn-
ing (or, training?) from the supermall of
medical/engineering colleges, and lead a one-
dimensional life for somehow managing a
lucrative job through the mechanism of the
much-hyped campus placement.
Time and again, they will be advised
to handle the resultant nervous dis-
order and stand up as tough exam
warriors.

Three, they will find themselves
in a world in which there is no
higher ideal to pursue. They will
realise that whatever their school
principals told them on the eve of
Mahatma Gandhi’s birth anniver-
sary or Independence Day makes Do sense in
the real world. In fact, they will see how
everything has been turned into its opposite
— patriotism into the violence of hyper-na-
tionalism; spirituality into toxic/divisive poli-
tics; democracy into electoral autocracy; ethi-
cal/moral principles into stupidity; and
smartness into narcissistic aggression. Yes,
they will confront a high-risk society filled
with war and hunger, climate crisis and ris-
ing authoritarianism.

All these apprehensions and anxieties
were making me somewhat uneasy when I
offered my best wishes to the young student
appearing for the board examination. Yet,
amid this culture of disillusionment, I feel
like recalling the wisdom of some of our fin-
est thinkers and visionaries and urging this
anxiety-ridden generation to expand their
mental horizons, redefine their life pursuits,
and strive for a sane society. I wish to tell
them that no coaching factory will make
them aware of the liberating potential of
Paulo Freire’s critical pedagogy — the kind of
education that activates the learner’s creative
agency and inspires them to resist all sorts of
domination and strive for a humane and
egalitarian world.

[ want to tell them about social psycholo-
gist Erich Fromm's reminder: The “having
mode of existence” (the ceaseless craving for
more money, more fame, or more property)
the culture of consumerism normalises is a
kind of neurosis, and to live meaningfully is
to find the treasure inside, or to realise that,
as Schumacher would have said, “small is
beautiful”, And I feel like appealing to them
10 see beyond the reduction of Gandhi into
his spccl;'u'lcs and relive the spiritol non-co-
operation with the culture of greed and vio-
lence. But this is outside the official syllabus

of board exams.
Avijit Pathak taught sociology at INU

for more than three decades
I'he views expressed are personal
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How to choose the right university to

—

Weigh factors like living costs, jbb opportunities before settling on the right destination

OUR CORRESPONDENT

hoosing to study abroad

is a major decision. It

shouldn’t be based on

whims and fancies. Rather,
one should weigh factors such as the
cost of living, entry requirements,
and employment rates in potential
destinations before reaching the final
decision. Here’s a checklist of consid-
erations to ensure you select the right
country for your studies and avoid
making impulsive choices.

CLEAR VISION

Is your best friend heading to
Germany for her studies, and is that
why you're thinking about going
abroad too? But, do you genuinely
want to do this? What subject do you
want to study overseas? Don’t

about your field of interest and the
specific course you want to pursue.
Various factors play a role in choos-
ing a course, such as personal inter-
est, career prospects, and employment
opportunities in the destination coun-
try. It's essential to research and find
the country that best suits your cho-
sen course; for instance, Canada is
renowned for its hospitality and tour-
ism management courses, while Eng-
land is known for English and creative
studies.

MEDIUM OF EDUCATION

Pragya Kaur, a student from Him-
achal Pradesh, wanted to study medi-
cine in Russia. After spending a lot
of money and two years there, she
realised that most classes were in Rus-
sian, not English. Struggling with the

language, she came back and

let someone else’s plans 3 joined Chandigarh Uni-
be the main reason The crucial versity and got a degree
for your decision. It’s . s :

important to figure aspm in de‘,:'dmg -

out what you really fo Smdy abroad s gaining

want based on your

strengths and life . ogs
expectations. In interestand the specific
short, you should course you wantto
have a clear idea why

you want to go abroad
and study.

CHOOSING THE RIGHT.
COURSE

Once you've decided to
advance your career in a
foreign country, make sure
you're clear about the subject

1der

clarity about your field of

pursue

in journalism. Language is crucial
when studying abroad. Since English
is widely used, it’s important to choose
a country where English is spoken
and the courses are in English. Facing
a language barrier can be tough for
daily tasks, shopping, talking to peo-
ple, and travelling.

SHORTLIST THE
UNIVERSITY

Many Indian students aspire to
study in popular destinations like the
USA, UK, Australia, Canada, New
Zealand, and Germany. However,
thorough research about universi-
ties and colleges in these countries
offering programmes aligned with
your career goals is crucial. Short-
list the colleges or universities that
best match your aspirations and
objectives.

CHECK RANKINGS

Once you've shortlisted universi-

ties, it's essential to check their rank-
ings. Keep in mind that rankings can
differ based on the institution and
country; so it's wise to consult mul-
tiple sources for your research. More-
over, note that these rankings typically
focus on universities rather than col-
leges, so take that into consideration
while making the decision.

POCKET PINCH

Studying abroad can be finan-
cially demanding, and your choice of
college is significantly influenced by
financial factors. Begin by creating a
budget for yourself, and then explore
options that can offer financial assis-
tance, such as scholarships and stu-
dent education loans. Keep in mind
that the availability of scholarships
and assistantships varies by coun-
try, so it's important to research the
financial support options specific to
your chosen destination.

ACCOMMODATION

Numerous Indian students
in Canada are grappling with a
significant housing crisis, leading
some to return to their home
country. Therefore, it is crucial to
thoroughly research housing and
living expenses. Analyse all the
factors involved to determine
the overall cost of living in the
area where you have chosen
to study. Understanding these
aspects beforehand can help you
make informed decisions and
avoid potential challenges
related to accommodation and
living costs.

about the

study abroad
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Youthin India haveimmense

possibilities for building a

great future: President

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELM!, 28 FEBRUARY

Noting that the government
hasset a target of making India
a developed nation by 2047,
President Droupadi Murmu
said on Wednesday that the
country'syouth notonlyhave

immense possibilities for
building a golden future but
also have favourable condi-
tions for them to achieve this
target.

"The youth are India's
biggest resource and biggest
capital. Our country has one
of the highest youth popula-
tions in the world. India's
economy todayranksfifth in
the world and by 2030 we are
going to become the third
largest economy," she said
while addressing the third
convocation of the Central
University of Jharkhand at
Ranchi.

The President told the
students that their respon-
sibility is not only to create
agood life for themselves; it
is also their moral duty to play
an important role in build-
ing the society and country.
They should take a pledge
today that wherever they
do, they would work to build
a prosperous and developed
India, work to build a soci-
ety where there is harmony
and where every person's
life is dignified.

She advised them to always
keep in mind whether the
people from backward or
deprived sections will bene-
fit from their work or not.

The President said when-
ever she comes to Jharkhand,
she feels asif she has returned
to her home. She has a con-
nectionwith people of Jhark-
hand, especially with the trib-
al brothers and sisters. She stat-
ed that there are many tradi-
tionsin tribal lifestyle that can
improve the lives of other
people and communities.
They live in balance with
natureand ifwe canleamn from
their lifestyle and methods,
then we can face big challenges
like global warming.
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3: Nagaraj

WINS

3000m steeplechase gold

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
GUWAHAT!, 28 FEBRUARY

After Nagaraj Venkatesha’s
father passed away in 2017,
the middle-distance runner
hasbeen doublingup asone
of the bread-earners of the
family while trying to keep his
athletics career on track.
The Hubli resident has
been doing a commendable
job and bagged a3000m stee-
plechase gold at the 4th Khelo
India University Games 2023,
Ashtalakshmi, with a domi-
nant performance in Guwa-
hati.
~#This was my first gold_at
the Khelo India University
Games, and it comes as abig
meorale booster forme.Ihave
worked hard onmy endurance

and fitness, and this medal is
an outcome of the hard work.
But forme, thisisjust the start,
there’s a lot to achieve. The
KIUGhas given me the wings

to fly higher,” said Nagaraj,-

who stopped the clock at

9:38.58s to top the podium

here for Karnataka Universi-

ty.
The journey to the KIUG

gold for Nagaraj, who trains

at the RN Shetty ground in

~ Dharwad since Hubli does-

n’thavean athletics track, has
been nothing short of chal-
lengingever since he took up
the sportin 2016.

Helosthis father, an elec-
trician by profession, to can-
cer a year later and put the
family under financial stress.

“That was probably the

lowest moment of my life, we
did all we could to save him,
but our prayers went in vain.
We lost him, and since then
my mother has been my
biggest support. I am doing
everything for hernow, Irun
Open marathons to run the
family,” Nagaraj said.

“The prize money from the
Openmarathons helpsmeto
support my family, it gets
difficult at times, but that’s
how we somehow manage
things,” he added.

But just when Nagaraj
came to terms with the loss
and began concentrating on
his athletics career again, he
had to undergo appendix
surgery which kept him out
of action for a considerable

period. o e
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Union Minister of Youth Affairs
and Sports, Anurag Thakuron
Wednesday emphasized the
importance of sports science
while addressing the Bharat
Sports Science Conclave here.
The conclavewas attended
by several current and former
athletes, includingIndia’s first
individual Olympics gold medal-
listAbhinavBindra, 2003 World
Championship bronze medal-
listAnjuBobby Georgeand Indi-
an cricketer Deepak Chahar.

STATESMAN, 29 FEBRUARY 2024

Sportsscience must for development of players: AnuragThakur

"It'sbeenapleasuretojoin
the inaugural Bharat Sports
Science Conclave organized
by TransStadia and the gov-
emmentofIndia Itisheartening
to see an organization like
TransStadia taking initiative
and organizingsuch animpor-
tant conclave." Thakur said

"Sports science plays an
important role in the devel-
opment of players and is a
unique body of knowledge
andunderstanding. " Heopined.

"Elements of sports science
are used to support athletes
in their training to help them

understand their sn'engths,
improve and challenge their
strengths toward their goals.
From this, welearn that with

a combination of strength,
strife and support, everyone
can achieve their dreams no
matter what kind of chal-
lenge he or she is facing.
Sports science has played a
crucial role in the success of
most major athletes across
sports disciplines. So, we are
also ensuring the presence of
asportsscience department
at our National Centers of
Excellence in the country.” He
added

Abhinav Bindra also reck-
oned the need for sports sci-
enceinathletes'livesand urged

the coachesto embraceitin their
programs as well.

He said, "The gathering
here isatestamentto the pio-
neering spirit in the forward-
tlmkagapproachofoumanon
in the realm of sports science.
The deliberations underscores
the critical importance of sports
science in the evolution and
enhancement of athletic per-
formance and well-being. Itis
aspirit of creative exploration
thatIseereflected in the work
of sports scientists, practi-
tioners, and enthusiasts pres-
entat the Conclave.” =xoX
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Many Top-Performing Students Taking This Route As XII Boards Being Seen As Merely A Qualification

Shreya.Ghosh@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Many parents
now believe that the Class XII
board exams are merely ye-
ar-end qualifying tests that
~ permitastudent tosit for the
Common University Entran-
ce Test, theresult of which is
crucial for admission to pre-
- ferred universities. They
are, therefore, questioning
thevalueof investingtimein
traditional schooling becau-
se exams like CUET, JEE for
engineering and NEET for
medical studies seem more
relevant assessments.
However, while schooling
may not be important in this
regard, thereis still the crite-
rion requiring students to
have 75% mandatory atten-
dance to be able to sit for the
board exams. To meet this re-
quirement, parents are op-
ting to put their children in
‘dummy’ schools, which tie
up with coaching and tuition
centres for specialised tea-
ching while facilitating the
attendance need.

TOI spoke to principals
who were part of the first
ever inspection of dummy
schools by CBSE last Dec.
G

They rued the growth of
dummy schools, leading to a
decline in plus two-admis-
sions in CBSE-affiliated
schools because many top-
performingstudents weredi-
sengaging from traditional
schools after Class X. They
cautioned that dummy scho-
ols compromised the holistic
development of a child thata
traditional school ideally of-
fers. Such dummy schools,
the principals noted, were lo-

TIMES Special

cated mostly in Delhi’s bor-
der areas, like Narela.

The post-inspection re-
port has been submitted to
CBSE but the education bo-
ard is yet to act on it. The te-
am inspected 34 schools
across states and deemed 23
to fit with the idea of a dum-
my institution. “While in-
specting one such institu-
tion, we were told there were
60 students each in classes IX
and X, but the number sky-
rocketed to 500 each in clas-
ses XI and XII. We found no
students attending in Class
XI and around 50 in Class

XI1,” disclosed Raji N Kumar,
director, NK Bagdoria Scho-
ol,and member of CBSE's in-
spection team.

Experts caution against
neglectingtraditional schoo-
ling, citing studies that show
acorrelation between school
attendance and academic
performance. Furthermore,
concernsregarding themen-
tal health and career readi-
ness of students are also of
interest, as highlighted in
the well-accepted Annual
Status of Education Reports
by Pratham Foundation re-
port indicating a lack of cla-
rity among 18-year-olds abo-
ut their future plans.

“Amidst these shifts, the
role of schools in providing
holisticeducation, including
career counselling and men-
tal health support, becomes
paramount. Schools make ef-
forts to expose students to di-
verse opportunities through
debates, symposiums, in-
dustry interfaces and in-
ternships aimed at nurtu-
ring well-rounded individu-
als,” Sudha Acharya, princi-
pal, ITL Public School,
Dwarka, told TOI.

Acharya stated that the

NON-ATTENDING SCHOO

| Unlike 75% mandatory
attendance in CBSE-affiliated
schools, regular attendance

not a must in dummy schools

How they work
| > Dummy schools are virtual

platforms established in
collaboration with private
schools and coaching
institutes, which are
officially recognised
as schools by CBSE,
even though they do not
provide regular education or
have a physical campus
» Unlike 7 hours of class in
traditional schools, in dummy
schools, there is only 1-2
hours of classes

I —

315,000 to H
250,000 Why they are in

» ‘Decreased’
dependence on Board exams
» Increased competition

in entrance exams like

NEET, JEE CUET

» Gives students extra time
for coaching classes

Official view
Last year, Delhi High Court had stated that the unchecked

growth of dummy schools adversely affected students =

dummy schools had low stu-
dent numbers in lower clas-
ses, but the admission rate
was highat the plus two level,
“It is herd mentality that le-
ads parents to push their
children into these setups.
But they don’t realise that if

the students don’t do well in
Class XII, they will do poorly
in CUET t0o,” she said. “Stu-
dents whoattend school regu-
larly dowell in all exams. The
competitive environment fos-
ters a mindset where fellow
students are viewed as com-

petitors rather than allies.”

Acharys added that the
post-Covid paring down of
the syllabus made parents
less confident of their child-
ren doing well in the compe-
titive exams. “That is why
parents prefer  coaching
centres to classrooms, But
we make sure to touch upon
all topics necessary to fill
the learning gap,” the prin-
cipal claimed.

Tania Joshi, principal,
Indian School, revealed, “ We
were shocked that the dum-
my schools lacked laborato-
ries, had unqualified teg-
chers and the students were
unaware even of the name of
their teachers. The school
head went missing when we
wanted to query him about
the functioning. His perso-
nal assistant told us, ‘There
isareason why this school is
running, madam.””

TOI's attempt to seek
CBSE’s response to the issue
met withsilence. A principal
had quipped, “It was a good
initiative on the board’s part
to inspect the dummy school
nuisance. But whether this
will yield any results rema-

insaquestion.”
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ards, denied chance to take

Boards: Students move HC against CBSE

Ridhima Gupta &
Abhinav Garg | TnN

New Delhi: Many students were
recently dismayed to find themsel-
ves being debarred from the ongo-
ing Class X and Class XII board ex-
ams because the Central Board of
Secondary Education has insisted
on their uploading their domicile
certificate. Many of those who we-
re not permitted to sit for their ex-
ams despite holding valid admit
cards have now petitioned Delhi
High Courton the matter:

In their petitions, the students
have demanded that CBSE clarify
the status of their pending exams.
In a couple of petitions, the high
court has recognised the students’
travailsand expressed displeasure
with CBSE. "This is unacceptab-
le.” said justice C Harl Sh;u}kax
“CBSE is expected to be vigilant
about the entitlement of students

toappear in the eannnatimls. It is
inhuman to first jssue an ad{mt
card to astudent and \\'henhtl}e stu-
dent appears for the ef.\'amumt}on‘
make her stand outsgde th'e e.\‘am
hall. CBSE has no right whatsoe-

ver todo this.”

The bench made it clear that

HIGH COURT JUDGE SAYS

CBSE is expected to be vigilant about the entitiement of
students to appear in the examinations. It is inhuman to
first issue an admit card to a student and when the student
appears for the examination, make her stand outside the
exam hall. CBSE has no right whatsoever to do this

any other candidate similarly
stopped outside the examination
hall for want of uploading the do-
micile certificate in time would be
“entitled to enter the examination
hall and undertake the examina-
tion with extension of time™.

Deepak Kumar. 15, a native of
Bihar who stays in a blind hostel,
was one of the affected students.
The Class X private candidate did
write two of his papers but was
surprisedto bedenied entry for his
third paper; Hindi. I have an ad-
mit card. I wrote two exams but in
the third, the officials told me thatI
couldn't sit for the exam because I
had submitted my domicile docu-
ments late,” said the teenager: "I
broke down and begged the offici-
als to allow me to sit for the exam.
but they were of no help.”

The distraught boy said, "I

had thoughts of ending my life.”
Kumar missed two of his exams
and is in distress about papers he
still has to write.

Adil Khan, 22, private Class XTI
examinee, too is in hot water: He sa-
id, “We submitted our documents
in Seprt last year but weren't infor-
med about the domicile certificate.
Months later; we were told we nee-
ded tosubmitourdomicile paper by
Feb 15, which, of course, I did. And
right before the exams, I got my ad-
mit card and appeared for three ex-
ams. Then, on the day of my Eng-
lish exam, I was told that my domi-
cile had been submitted late and I
wouldn't be allowed to write furt-
herexams. How is this fair?”

This was an additional rrauma

to avail education and get past the
hurdles in the system.” He is wor-
ried that CBSE’s “lackadaisical™
attitude will hurt his Class XII sco-
res and he will not be able to apply
inDelhi University,adreamhehas
held for long. “I want the board t0
inform us about what will happen
now. Will therebe new exams? Will
Igetgracemarks?” Khan asked.
Another  visually-impaired
Class X student. Luvkush.17. 100
fretted about the uncertainty I
have my one exam pending. Even
if CBSE allowsmertositforit, whar
will happen aboutthemarksof the
papers I was forced 1o miss for no
faultof mine? This can completely
ruin my furure, " he said.
Alawyertold TOL “We have fi-
led anew PIL and the marter is lis-
ted for March 15. We have asked
Delhi High Court to urge CBSE 10
urgently give private students pro-
per guidelines on their pending
exams so theyv can arrange for the-
irscribesfor theexams.”
TOI received no response to
its queries from CBSE till the ti-
me of filing this story: ==

for visually impaired
Khan, who said. "It is
anyway diftficult for us
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Ex-DGP appointed Sports
University of Haryanas VC

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

PANIPAT, FEBRUARY 28
Uttarakhand’s former Direc-
tor General of Police (DGP)
Ashok Kumar has been
appointed as the new Vice-
Chancellor (VC) of the Sports
University of Haryana.

SS Deswal, former DGP,
Indo-Tibetan Border Police
(ITBP), was the first VC of the
uruversity. He had joined in
December, 2022, and was
appointed as the VC till
December, 2025. But, he
resigned from the post a few
days ago. Ashok Kumar, a
1989-batch IPS officer, hail-
ing from Kurana village of
Panipat district, would join as

Ashok Kumar |

the VC on March 1. He did his
Class X from the village gov-
ernment school and Class XI1
from the Hindu College
(Sonepat). He pursued
Mechanical Engineering and
post-graduation from IIT-Del-
hi and then joined the IPS
services and got UP cadre.
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ary ta'I'émfor startups

Byju's slump underlmes need for good governance and close lnvestorfounder relationships

SUSHMA RAMACHANDRAN
SENIOR FINANCIAL JOURNALIST

{HE Indian startup

state of shock. Its
poster boys are in
. trouble and mighty
decacorns (valued at $10 billion)
have hit rock bottom in.valua-
tions. In the spotlight is Byju’s
— the venture that was consid-
ered top of the heap for a long
time, with a gigantic valuation of
$22 billion. For years, it consis-
tently topped the charts as the
most successful startup in the
country. Now, the former deca-
corn is facing multiple lawsuits
along with cases filed in the

National Company Law Tribunal

(NCLT), while both domestic and

foreign investors are clamouring

for the removal of founder Byju
Raveendran from the helm.

Meanwhile, the ubiquitous
Paytm had to face the closure of
its popular wallet facility for mil-
lions of consumers earlier this
month. This followed stringent
directives from the Reserve
Bank of India, which declared
that the closure was a conse-
quence of repeated violations of
earlier orders. Paytm founder
Vijay Shekhar Sharma, widely
considered to be the harbinger of
the digital payment revolution
in the country, has stepped down
as chairman of the Paytm Pay-
ments Bank in a bid to stem the
tide of criticism.

Right now, Byju's is the start-
up in the soup. The story of this
celebrated edtech company is
well known. It was originally an
offine concem when 1t was
launched o 2011 By all
accounts, Haveendran s ooan
excellent teacher who developed
innovative, interactive ways of
learning when it turned online
in 2015. The company came into

8

)

\

i

ecosystem is in a -

IN TROUBLE: It was in the post-Covid era that Byju's fortunes began to declme X(TWITTER)

its own during the Covid-19 pan-
demic when there was an urgent
need for online education. It
offered tutoring for all classes
right up to college level and had
millions of students signed up
during this period.

Domestic and foreign
investors pumped funds into
the company. Reputed venture
capital names like Sequoia Cap-
ital, "Prosus and Blackrock,
along with Qatar Investment
Authority, backed the venture.
The valuation shot up to $22 bil-
lion by 2022. It then rapidly
acquired several edtech firms
specialising in different areas.
As aresult, a hugely successful
offline company like Aakash,
along with Great Learning and
Epic, was taken over by a
Byju’s company, Think and
Learn. In retrospect, analysts
claim that there was little
method in the random acquisi-
tions but one does not recall
much criticism at the time.

It was in the post-Covid era
that the company’s fortunes

began to decline, Media reports

surfaced of arm-twisting of par-
cnts by Byju's marketers 1o sell

onlinetutorials. Home schooling
also began to decline as physical
schools resumed classes. The
demand for online education

The drying up of
venture capital funds is
aglobal phenomenon,
butinindias case, there

are concerns over
startup valuations that
have dipped sharply.

fell, affecting not just Byju’s but
the entire edtech sector that had
thrived during the pandemic.
Financial mismanagement
began to be alleged as the com-
pany not only ran into losses but
faced disputes over non-pay-
ment of dues to a host of compa-
nies. During the Covid era, the

firm had sponsored the Indian
cricket team and even hired foot-

ball superstar Lionel Messi as a
brand ambassador. Investors
alleged that there was opacity
over financial issues, which led

to the resignation of auditing
firm Deloitte. Investors are now
seeking complete withdrawal of
Raveendran and his family from
the firm, while the founder is
fighting a rearguard battle to
stay on as CEO.

The situation reached a flash-
point last week, with sharehold-
ers led by Prosus convening an
Extraordinary General Meeting
seeking to remove Raveendran.
A high court stay on any such
decision, however, has kept
these moves on hold for the time
being. Meanwhile, complaints of
oppression and mismanage-
ment have prompted hearings
by the NCLT, while the Corpo-
rate  Affairs Ministry has
launched its own investigation
into the company’s affairs.

In other words, the celebrity
decacorn is on a sticky wicket.
For the startup community in
general and the edtech sector in
particular, there are many les-
sons in this episode. First, good
governance and close investor-
founder relationships need to be
developed in startup ventures.

Second, acquisitions need to be
carefully appraised by financial

experts before taking large fund-
ing decisions. Third, founders
who are excellent in one field, as
Raveendran was in teaching, are

not necessarily the best business
minds. They need to be guided
by experienced and trusted
financial advisers.

_ Inthis case, as in that of Paytm,
the need to follow guidelines Jaid
down by the regulator must be
paramount. The RBI has point-
ed out that the radical decision to
suspend operations of the Paytm
Payments Bank followed the
company’s failure to abide by a
series of earlier directives
regarding ~ monitoring  of
accounts. There are reports of
money laundering by customers
relying on Paytm'’s lax enforce-
ment of KYC (know your cus-
tomer) guidelines. The brilliant
success of some startups can
embolden founders to think that
rules can be bypassed with
impunity. The crackdown on
Paytm has rightly sent a clear
signal that the regulator will not
allow rule-breaking that can lead
to financial malfeasance.

These controversies have
occurred in the midst of a fund-
ing winter for startups that
began in 2021. The drying up of
venture capital funds is a global
phenomenon, but the reasons in
India’s case include concerns
over startup valuations that have
dipped sharply in many cases.
Funding received in 2023 dipped
to $7 billion from $25 billion in
the previous year, according to a
Traxcn report.

In this backdrop, the Byju's
case is a cautionary tale for all
startup founders. It could lead
to fears among venture capital-
ists about the viability of invest-
ments in this country. This is
unfortunate, given that so many
Indian startups have developed
into efficient corporate entities
More than ever, it is now imper-
ative for mnvestors to provide
greater support in terms of
financial expertise for high
achievers in the startup ccosys-
tem. The overused Spider-Man

phrase is apt in this context —
with great power comes great

responsibility.  Both  startup
founders and investors have the
responsibility (o kee p a sharp
focus on financial st: \bility, (
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DHE tointroduce 5
online courses to
enhance pupils’ skills

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

ROHTAK, FEBRUARY 28

The Department of Higher
Education (DHE) will intro-
duce five online courses for
undergraduate and post-
graduate students of gov-
ernment colleges and poly-
technic institutes under its
skill enhancement training
programme.

The courses’ duration will
be from notional 30 hours to
90 hours and these will initial-
ly be introduced at 20 govern-
ment colleges located in
Rohtak, Jhajjar, Mahendra-
garh, Rewari, Palwal,
Sonepat, Panchkula, Farid-
abad, Gurugram, Hisar, Jind,
Kaithal, Karnal, Bhiwani, Sir-
sa, Fatehabad, Ambala and
Panipat districts.

The proposed online
courses aim at imparting
skill training to the students
for various jobs like the GST
executive, statutory execu-
tive, finance executive and
other employment.

. “The spoken English at

Aimed at helping
students get jobs

workplace course will be the
duration of 60 notional hours
and the students will be
trained in using simple Eng-

lish language sentences,
expressions and text to meet
communication needs,

including direct customer
interface. Similarly, the stu-
dents, under the employabili-
ty skills programme, will be
taught how to use and display
skills effectively during
recruitment, selection,
processes and on the job for
improved work perform-
ance,” said a college principal.
He said the principals of all 20
colleges had been asked to take
consents of their students who
want to enroll themselves in
the online skill development
training programme subject
to bearing 50 per cent cost of
the course. They had been
directed to provide the infor-
mation about it within the
next four days. <4 7
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HAU sigiispactwithseed
firms to provide improved
wheatvariety to farmers

HISAR, FEBRUARY 28 genetics and plant breeding of
To provide improved varietyof ~ the university was proving to be
wheat WH 1270 seed to maxi-  aboon for early sowing farming
mum number of farmers, in the irrigated areas of north-
Chaudhary Charan Singh western plains of India. Its
Haryana Agricultural Univer-  demand was continuously
sity (HAU) signed an agree- growing in Punjab, Haryana,
ment with leading seed com-  Delhi, Rajasthan and Western
panies promoting technology ~ Uttar Pradesh, Jammu and
commercialisation under the - Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh
public ' private partnership and Uttarakhand.
(PPP),onWednesday.... .. ... | Hesaid theimproved variety
The university hassighedan - and techniques - developed
agreementwith JagdishHybrid  here reached maximum num-
Seeds Company, Super Seeds, ber of farmers and would
Hisar, Yamuna Seeds, Indri,and  strengthen their economic sta-
Gopal Seeds Farm, Mansa. tus. Under the current agree-
The Vice-Chancellor of the  ment, the company would
University, Prof BR Kamboj, prepare the seeds of WH-
said the variety developed by 1270, a variety developed by
scientists of the HAU was the university, and send
proving to be very beneficial these to the farmers so that
for farmers. The variety was  they could get reliable quali-
providing immense benefit ty seeds of variety and their
to the farmers of Haryana as  yield could be increased.
well as the wheat-growing Prof Kamboj said, “We are
states in the country:. here to help the farmers and
He said considering the yield a reliable partnership with
and disease resistance of the private partners is always a
improved variety WH 1270, its  good and win-win situation
demand was continuously for all stakeholders, includ-
growing inotherstatesalso. WH  ing farmers.” He congl-gtu;at-
1270 developed by the wheat ed both parties for signing
section of the department of  the pact. —TNS

the improved wheat variety. IRIBUNL PHOTO 5
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