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Australia Caps Foreign Students in Bid to Curb Migration

Australia will limit visa appro-
vals for foreign students from
next year as part of a migration
crackdown.

Under the policy, the govern-
ment will cap new international
students at 175,000 for higher edu-
cation courses and 95,000 for the
skills training sector, taking the
total to 270,000, education mini-
ster Jason Clare said Tuesday.

Overall, there will be about 15%
more students allowed for univer-

sities and 20% fewer for vocatio-
nal colleges in 2025, Clare said.
The government was writing to
individual universities to inform
them of their caps on Tuesday.
That limit on higher education
visas implieda13% cut from thefi-
scalyear thatended in June, much
lower than the 20-25% decline fo-
recast previously by student ser-
vices provider IDP Education Ltd,
said Entcho Raykovski, analyst at
Evans & Partners Pty Ltd. IDP

shares jumped as much as 14% in
Sydney, to the highestlevel in over
three months.

Ratings agency Moody’s Ratings
said the impact on Australian
public universities from the anno-
uncement was likely to be “mo-
dest.” “This is an important part
of our economy, no doubt about it.
That hasn’t changed,” Clare told
reporters in Sydney:.

“It is about making sure that we
set it up in a sustainable way for

the future. We want students to co-
me and study here.”

University representative bodi-
es continued to oppose the limits.
Universities Australia Chair Da-
vid Lloyd said in a statement that
the caps would put a “handbrake”
on the tertiary education sector.
International students contribu-
ted A$48 billion ($32.5 billion) to
the Australian economy in 2023,
making it the country’s top servi-
cesexport.Bloomberg o~
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More female students enter traditional engineering courses

The share of female students in mechanical, civil, mining, and marine engineering undergraduate courses rose notably in the recent decade

E manda Miriam Fernandez
Nitika Francis

Vignesh Radhakrishnan

he number of students en-
T rolled in undergraduate

engineering courses in In-
dia steadily declined from 2016,
despite the increase in the overall
number of students pursuing col-
lege education, according to the
All India Survey on Higher Educa-
tion (AISHE). In recent years, the
number of students enrolled in In-
dia was highest in the arts,
science, and commerce streams,
followed by engineering. Engi-
neering was also the only disci-
pline in which the number of stu-
dents enrolled  consistently
declined between 2016 and 2022.
There was a slight uptick in 2022 in
enrolment in undergraduate engi-

L DATA POINT

neering courses, which may have -

been due to the introduction of
several new courses in the survey,
which were previously not tracked
by AISHE. This bump did not alter
the trend, however.

The decline in enrolment in en-
gineering courses was more pro-
nounced among male students
than female. Chart 1 shows the
number of male and female stu-
dents who enrolled for undergrad-
uate engineering courses between
FY13 and FY22.

Chart 2 shows the number of
female students enrolled in specif-
ic undergraduate engineering
courses and their share in the over-
all intake, between FY13 and FY22.
In 2013, large numbers of female
students took up electronics engi-
neering, computer engineering,
and information technology (IT).
In computer engineering and in-
formation technology, female stu-
dents comprised more than 45% of
all students in 2013. As the decade
progressed, the presence of fe-
male students in these disciplines
dropped by some 10% points each.

However, with a possible sway
in societal attitudes and the intro-

PV i

duction of new courses, female
students started enrolling in disci-
plines where they were previously
had little presence. For instance,
in mining engineering, the share of
female students was 1.2% in 2013
and increased to 8% in 2022. Simi-
larly, in marine engineering, the

share of female students jumped .

from 1.5% to 6.4%. The share of fe-
male students also increased sig-
nificantly in mechanical engineer-
ing and civil engineering, from
4.2% to 7.6% and 18:2% to 23%, res-
pectively, in the same period.

Male students continued to
dominate the field of mechanical
engineering, with their share de-
clining only slightly from 95.8% in
2013 to 92.4% in 2022. The abso-
lute number of students enrolling
in the field dropped significantly
though, almost halving from over
10 lakh in 2016 to 5.4 lakh in 2022.
On the other hand, there was a
drastic increase in the number of
male students enrolling in compu-
ter engineering courses, from
about 3.5 lakh in 2013 to 8.25 lakh
in 2023.

Chart 3 shows the share of stu-
dent enrolments in undergraduate
engineering courses from Sche-
duled Castes . (SCs), Scheduled
Tribes (STs), and Other Backward
Classes (OBCs). The share of OBC
students who enrolled in these
courses steadily rose from 33% in
2013 to 38% in 2022. The share of
ST students- increased slightly
from 2.1% to 3.3% in the same pe-
riod (Chart 3). Among SC stu-
dents, the increase was inconsis-
tent. It slightly declined during
some years, settling at 11% in 2022
compared with 8.7% in 2013. The
share of students from the general
category dropped over time.

Mechanical and civil engineer-
ing courses seem to have lost their
appeal over the years among men,
pointing towards a decline in em-
ployability, while courses such as
computer engineering have conti-
nued to draw students.

Inputs from Muhammad Ubaidullah A. L.
and Mohamed Althamish N.A.

Defying stereotypes

The data for the charts are sourced from the All India Survey on Higher Education
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Chart 1: The number of male and female students who enrolled for
undergraduate engineering courses between FY13 and FY22
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Chart 2: The chart shows the number of female students enrolled in specific undergraduate engineering courses and their share (%)

in the overall intake, between FY13 and FY22
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Scrapping une

Mohammed Igbal
JAIPUR

JOB SCENARIO

A decision by the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) govern-
ment in Rajasthan, shortly
after it came to power in
December 2023, to discon-
tinue the previous Con-
gress regime’s Rajiv Gand-
hi Yuva Mitra Internship
Scheme and halt the re-
cruithent of Mahatma
Gandhi Seva Preraks has
left more than 5,000
youths unemployed. The
move has worsened the
unemployment situation
in Rajasthan, which is
among the top five States
with joblessness.

Ending both schemes
has directly impacted
those who were getting
honorariums for their
work, raising concerns
about the decision’s poten-
tial social and economic re-
percussions. The Rajiv
Gandhi Yuva Mitras were
young graduates placed in
various government de-
partments to publicise
their welfare schemes.
They received a monthly
stipend of ¥17,500.

New jobs scheme

After prolonged protests
by those who lost their
jobs, supported by the Op-
position Congress, the go-
vernment recently agreed
to replace the two schemes
with a new one - the Chief
Minister’s Fellowship Pro-
gramme. But this episode
highlighted ~ Rajasthan’s
grim unemployment
situation.

Data from the Periodic
Labour Force Survey
(PLFS), shows Rajasthan’s
unemployment rate
among those 15 years and
older to have reduced mar-
ginally from 4.7% in 2020-

IHINDU, 28 AUGUST 2024 |

Jobless crisis: Prolonged protests forced the State to replace

ra

two

job schemes with a new one - CM’s Fellowship Programme. AFP

21 and 2021-22 to 4.4% in
2022-23. More than 18.40
lakh unemployed candi-
dates are registered with
the government’s Depart-
ment of Skill, Employment
and Entrepreneurship.
While the department’s
FY24 annual report states
that 6.38 lakh candidates
were paid a monthly un-
employment dole of
¥4,500 between February
1, 2019, when the scheme
was introduced and De-
cember 31, 2023, reci-
pients have disputed it,
saying payments were ir-
regular and were condi-
tional on meeting several
difficult criteria.
Democratic Youth Fed-
eration of India’s State
Committee member Ri-
tansh Azad told The
Hindu that jobless youth
were not only deprived of
their allowance, but there
was not enough work for
them in the urban employ-
ment guarantee scheme,
which was introduced with
much fanfare in 2022.
“There is hardly any work
available in the informal
sector even for less than
statutory minimum wages.
Construction workers wait
endlessly daily at pick-up
points in cities,” he added.
Mr. Azad said the budget
for the Mahatma Gandhi
National Rural Employ-

ment Guarantee Scheme
was gradually being re-
duced, which has had an
adverse impact on villag-
ers. Besides, as many as 20
incidents of paper leaks in
the government recruit-
ment exams since 2021,
and the cancellation of the
exams, had dampened
candidates’ spirits who are
struggling to find jobs.

Women’s reservation
The State government’s re-
cent decision to reserve
50% jobs for women in the
recruitment of grade III
teachers has also led to un-
rest among unemployed
youths, who claim jobless-
ness among men is much
higher than among women
and the quota will further
reduce the scope for men.
There are currently 25,000
vacant posts for grade III
teachers in the State.
Employers’ Association
of Rajasthan secretary S.K.
Patni said demand for em-
ployment in unorganised
sectors like mining, manu-
facturing and construction
was rising, but there was
not enough capacity utili-
sation. “The organised sec-
tors of textiles, tourism
and handicrafts must be
strengthened to create
more jobs. They have reco-
vered significantly since
the COVID-19 pandemic,”

mployment dole
sparks protests, unrest in Rajasthan

Mr. Patni said.

The bleak situation was
apparent at a walk-in inter-
view in July-end for helper
posts at Jaipur’s Sanganer
international airport,
when thousands turned up
to fill 66 vacancies. These
were low-paying private
jobs, as the airport is oper-
ated by the Adani Group.

M. Hasan, retired pro-
fessor at Rajasthan State
Institute of Public Adminis-
tration said labour reforms
that now allow corporates
to fire workers without
cause and restrict unionis-
ing, have wreaked havoc
on urban employment
conditions. “There is a dis-
mal picture of urban em-
ployment, with rural popu-
lations migrating to urban
labour mandis and aspi-
rants for institutional jobs
crowding coaching
centres,” he said.

‘New corporate culture’
“It is not a happy scenario
when urbanisation, unem-
ployment and crime rates
rise. When corporate cul-
ture overtakes the idiom of
governance, overlooking
the Preamble of the Consti-
tution, it gives an impres-
sion that youths from SCs,
STs, minorities and OBCs
are being edged out from
formal sectors like educa-
tion, health and govern-
ment,” Dr. Hasan added.
Some experts in the
State think promoting an
investor-friendly environ-
ment could lead to job
creation, while rural infras-
tructure development and
promotion of agriculture-
based industries could
create jobs in the villages.
Other suggestions include
partnerships between in-
dustries and academia, to
create skill development
centres and changes in
school curriculum to in-
crease employability.

|
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NEW DELHI: Delhi University
(DU) is set to welcome a fresh

¥ batch of first-year undergraduate
students on Thursday, with the
admission of more than 68,500

sapplicants confirmed after the
university released its second
merit list.

n  University officials on Tuesday
said that a joint control room,
operated by the dean of students’

gwelfare (DSW) and proctor’s
office, will be operational for the
first week — from August 29 to
September 3 — to deal with any
problems that freshers might
face during the onboarding proc-
ess.

. “The control room is being set

up to deal with ragging com-

plaints or any other problems.

New students will be encouraged

to reach out to us in case they

need any help,” said DU proctor

Rajni Abbi.

Separately, joint proctor Geeta
Sahare on Tuesday conducted a
class on ethics and values for the
second- and third-year students.
“We conducted an offline class in
Janki Devi College and Keshav
Mahavidyalaya. We have also
taken online classes with senior
students in Rajdhani College and
Miranda House. The aim is to not
just prevent ragging, but to sensi-
tise students on how they should
welcome their juniors,” Sahare
said.

Colleges, meanwhile, made
preparations for orientation pro-
grammes, guided tours for stu-
dents and more.

Vipin Aggarwal, principal of
Sri Aurobindo College, said, “We
will hold an orientation pro-
gramme for first-year students
on Thursday itself. It will start at
10am and continue for around
three hours. Students who have
gotten admission in the college
will be receiving emails by
Wednesday.” Following the ori-
entation, seniors will provide
guided tours across the campus,
Aggarwal said.

He said that the first week will
be busy for the college adminis-
tration as well as the students.

“A large number of students
are getting admission through
the second list as well. Since the
admission process is still going
on, new students will be joining
throughout the next week. As for
students, discipline specific
classes start from Thursday but
google forms will be sent to stu-
dents for the electives, which will
start next week,” he said.

Kirori Mal College (KMC), on
the other hand, will hold their
orientation programme at 5pm
on Wednesday. College authori-
ties said the programme will con-
tinue for two hours, and a help-
desk will be set up to help with
any queries that the students or
their parents might have.

KMC admission convener Ish-
pal Rawal said, “The general ori-
entation is for everyone, where
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DU admissions, at a glance

With'two rounds of admissions alre_ad

dergraduate courses tomorrow B

KEY'INFO

AUGUST 29 iifst-semester

g UG classes begin

71,600 79..

| seatsacross
- 690U colleges

| 1559

programme
and college
combinations to

REGISTRATION

PROCESS (MaY:28-AUG 7)

Preference filling window
(Aug1-9)

185,583 Totaino. of
candidates who submitted
preferences

| 17,218,187 Total no, of

. preferences received by,

RESERVED ADMISSIONS (70 BE DECLARED IN THIRD ROUND OF ALLOCATION)

and sports trials started on
August 12

e Supernumerary quotas of
children and widow of armed
forces (CW) and Wards quota

we introduce the students to col-
lege life, how college functions,
committees and societies they
can join, etc. On Thursday, each
department will also have sepa-
rate orientations.”

A student from Lucknow, who
got admission at KMC in the
political science programme,
said his parents are in town for a
week to settle in. “After that, | am
on my own and that comes with
both a sense of excitement and
apprehension,” he said.

Last week, DU held joint meet-
ings with college principals,
police and hostel wardens — the
period from August 12 to 18 was
observed as anti-ragging week —
to discuss measures for new stu-
dents. “We have requested princi-
pals to introduce new fun ses-
sions where seniors get to inter-
act with the freshers. There will
be continuous surprise night vis-
its in hostels as well, along with
mobile patrolling squads all over

ewest crop gears
up to start UG courses

programmes, 183 BA
combinations

/" (RELEASED ON AUGUST 16)

56,820,017 Total unique
cut-offs, ranks for allocations

97,381

DO 52,838 44,549
an allocation QUL ORW: {5
in Round 1

10,096 seats allocated in
B.Com (Hons), the highest

SECOND ALLOCATION LIST

(RELEASED ON AUGUST 25)

65775 | 24,869 | 215 21,554
admissions | fresh admisslons candidates got a
confirmed | allocations | confirmed in Round 2 | higher preference

InRound1 | inRound 2

o Candidate will be allowed to appear in only one event or category 7% o T
@200 marks is minimum score for consideration

% ‘CUH B Sports certificate MSports trial  (Formula)

campus and police deployment
near metro stations, bus stands
and girls’ colleges,” said Abbi.

A campus security vehicle
called Vamika has also been

deployed by the university. There .

will be one control room in North
Campus and one in South Cam-
pus, while the van will make
rounds across both campuses.
Meanwhile, DU continues to
process the admission of stu-
dents who have been allocated
seats in the second list.

The window to accept allo-
cated seats, after the second list
was released on August 25,
closed at 5pm on Tuesday. Col-
leges can verify and confirm
admission of students till August
29. According to data provided by
the university, admission of
68,500 candidates were con-
firmed as of 5pm on Tuesday.

DU admits students on the
basis of the Common University
Entrance Test (CUET). After seats

y over, students prepare to start their

20,8129 opted for freeze

19y

113,067 opted for an upgrade

1,339 single girl child
admissions, under supernu-
merary quota Introduced this
year

| 243 orphan admisslons

(till Spm as of Tuesday)

through upgrade

dates to
be declared
soon

50%

were allotted in the first round,
candidates had till August 18 to
accept the seat, and till August 21
to pay the fees. In the subsequent
round, students had till Tuesday
(August 27) to accept the allo-
cated seat. The fees will have to
be paid by August 30.

The university will declare the
dates for a third round of seat
allocation on a yet to be decided
date, and officials said any pend-
ing admission along with candi- |
dates in supernumerary quotas
of CW or armed forces, ECA
(extracurricular activities), sports
and ward, will be allocated seats,

Siddhant Singhania, 18, who
got a seat at Sri Venkateswara
College for BCom (Honours) in
the first round, said, “This is all
very exciting. However, I have
opted for an upgrade to Hansraj
or KMC. I have not gotten that in
the second round, and I am wait-
ing to see if I get upgraded in the
thirdround.”  \«t
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HC proposes panel
for attendance
Nnorms in varsities

Shruti Kakkar

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Delhi high court
has proposed the formation of a
committee to develop “uniform
practices” regarding attendance
norms for undergraduate and
postgraduate courses in univer-
sities across the country,
acknowledging the need for a
fresh evaluation of mandatory
attendance requirements in light
of changes in teaching methods
in a post-pandemic landscape.
A bench comprising justices
Prathiba Singh and Amit
Sharma emphasised that the
current approach to mandatory

attendance is being viewed dif-

ferently by the younger genera-
tion, which contrasts with tradi-
tional perspectives on education.

“Education is no longer
restricted to classroom or text-
book teaching and has been
extended to more practical
areas, including various skill
programmes such as Skill India,”
the bench stated in its August 21
order, which was released on
Tuesday.

Issuing notices to the Centre,
the National Medical Commis-
sion, and the All India Council
for Technical Education
(AICTE), the court stressed on
the importance of incorporating
the views of various stakehold-

ers, and posted the matter for
further hearing on September 9.

The court’s deliberation arose
from a plea originally taken up
by the Supreme Court in 2016,
following the alleged suicide of a
student at Amity Law University,
who was barred from taking
exams due to insufficient attend-
ance.

The Supreme Court trans-
ferred the case to the high court
in March 2017.

“In these circumstances, this
Court intends to form a Commit-
tee to study all the above factors
and to place a report before the
Court so that certain uniform
practices can be evolved for
undergraduate and postgraduate
courses in respect of attendance
requirements,” the court stated
in its nine-page order.

“This issue deserves to be
addressed at a much higher level
rather than restricting it to any
specific course/college/univer-
sity/institution. Regulatory bod-
ies as also some universities
have in their statutes/ordinan-
ces, historically, prescribed man-
datory attendance requirements.
The mental health of students,
which is also affected due to the
mandatory attendance norms,
needs to be borne in mind while
reconsidering the attendance
requirements,” the Delhi high
court observed. A\Y
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‘MAKE IN INDFA" AT HEART OF PROJECT

AIIMS to set up centre to
develop medical devices
with Osaka University

Y

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 27

WITH THE central government’s
‘Make in India’ initiative at the
heart of the project, the All India
Institute Of Medical Sciences (Al-
IMS) in Delhi has collaborated
with Osaka University in Japan to
setupacentrein Haryana's Jhajjar
where medical devices will bede-
veloped.

The National Centre for
Medical Device Development,
Validation and Skill Training is ex-
pected to provide a platform for
Indian surgeons, physicians, and
biomedical engineers to concep-
tualise, design, develop, and test
medical device prototypes, said
officials. It will give a boost to the
preparation of designs and tech-
nologies as per the requirements
of the doctors, and testing on ani-
mals and human cadavers.

DrHemanga KBhattacharjee,
Professor of Surgical Disciplines at
AIIMS, said the move s significant
because nearly 70%of the devices
and equipment are imported
from developed countries despite
the ‘Make in India’ policyin place.

AIIMS and Osaka University
have been working on the project
fortwoyears.In the last twoyears,
several AIIMS faculty members
visited Osaka University in Japan
for training purposes. Now the
AIIMS administration has sought
abudget of Rs 300 crore from the
Union Health Ministry. “The land
has been finalised and the govern-
ment has also given an in-princi-
pal approval for the budget,” said
Dr Bhattacharjee.

On Monday, a delegation of
doctors led by Dr Bhattacharjee,
along with specialists from other
departments, scientists and tech-
nical officers from AIIMS, held a
meeting with the Japanese dele-
gation to learn more about cut-
ting-edge technological research
and hands-on experience on pro-
totype conceptualisation, com-
puter-assisted designing, 3D
printing for rapid prototype and
subsequent manufacturing expe-
rience. “Now we have the
Japanese delegation here to dis-
cuss and teach us how the centre
will be established. All the AIIMS
faculty members will be a part of
this programme,” said Dr
Bhattacharjee. <1<
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