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MADRASA EDU ACT DECLARED ‘UNCONSTITUTIONAL’

UP Madrasa TeacherE
Associations to Move
SC Against HC Order

Vatsala.Gaur@timesgroup.com

Lucknow: Days after the Alla-
habad HC declared the UP Mad-
rasa Education Act "unconsti-
tutional", the Madrasa teachers
associations have decided to
challenge the ruling in the Su-
preme Court following CM Yogi

Adityanath's statement that the
state government will comply
with the court's order.

The teacher associations have
alsourged an amendment in the
acttosuitittothe HC's observa-
tions regarding the quality of
education, etc, instead of doing
away with it completely It has
also suggested transfer of
madrasas from the minority
welfare department to the
education department, as was
the norm before 1996.

The HC's order has cast a sha-
dow of uncertainty over about
26lakh students enrolled across
various recognised and unre-
cognised madrasas in the state.
The court's order also adds to
another recommendation made
by a Special Investigation Team
toshutdown over 8,400 unrecog-
nised madrasas inthestate. The
UP board recognises 16,513 mad-
rasas out of which 560 receive
grantsusedtogivesalariestote-
achers.

On Saturday, Adityanath, inan
interview to a news channel, sa-
id his government respects the
HC order and will implement it
in a phased manner. "We will
link the educational system of
the state with the common ed.u-
cational system where no dis-
crimination will take place on
the basis of caste or religion,
and we will provide an educa-
tion in all these institutes that
respects the country's nationa-

lity as well as its heroes," Adity-
anath said.

He also said that while the go-
vernment tried to implement a
madrasa modernisation sche-
me, it was found that a lot of
fraudulentactivitiestook place.

While the government has not
officially notified its decision
yet, madrasa teachers associa-
tionsarereading the CM's state-
ment as the government's deci-
sion. Waheedullah Khan Sayee-
di, general secretary of All In-
dia  Teachers' Association
Madarise Arabiya told ET that
the association, along with
other associations that were

PHASED IMPLEMENTATION
Adityanath, in
aninterview,
said hisgovt
respects the HC order &
willimplementitina
phased manner

party to the verdict, will chal-
lenge the order inthe SC. Sayee-
di said the order will be chal-
lenged on the basis that mad-
rasas receive their constitu-
tional status from Articles 29
and 30. "We will also seek time
to meet the CM and if the go-
vernment plans amendments to
theact whichitcanbringabout,
to improve the quality of educa-
tion in madrasas which was cri-
ticised by thecourt, then we will
fully support it. We will also de-
mand that madrasas be shifted
from the purview of the minori-
ty welfare department to the
education department as was
thenormbefore1996," hesaid.,
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Physics W rugs
off Profit Drop, Plans
More Offline Centres

CEO Alakh Pandey says profits to take a hit
near-time as ‘offline centres are capex-heavy’
\

Supriya.Roy@timesinternet.in Q NEW LESSONS

Bengaluru: Test prep startup Phy-
sics Wallah will open “ag many offli-
e centres as it can” in Fy25 even if
it erodes profits, founder and chief
executive Alakh Pandey told ET

The Noida-based company’s ag-
gressive approach to openingoffline
centres has not been dampened by
the sharp drop in its net profit to 16
crore in FY23 from 298 crore in the
previous year.

" Physics Wallah, which was valued
at more than $1 billion after a fun-
dinground in'2022, operates 130 offli-
ne coaching centres in 105 cities, of
which 55 were opened this fiscal. By
theend of next fiscal, it plansto open
another 50, Pandey said.

“Offline centres are capex-heavy.
To turn a centre profitable, it takes
three years. Idon't want to wait too
long and open offline centres slow-
ly,” Pandey told ET. “Our brand is
strong and the student pool is
strong, so I want to go across India
and open as many offline centres
aswecanrightnow. Forthat, we ha-
vetotakeahitin the profit.”

Edtech startups operating in the
test prep and K-12 segments, such
as Physics Wallah, Unacademy
and Byju’s, have turned their at-
tention tobuildinganetwork of of-
fline centres as demand for online
offerings has waned with the rece-
dingof Covid fears.

ALAKH PANDEY

Founder & CEO, Physics Wallah

Offline centres
Ll

are capex-hea-
L8 vy.Totuma
centre profitable,
it takes three years. | don't
want to wait too long and
open offline centres slowly 4

According to Pandey; the offline
business at Physics Wallah now
contributes40% of totalrevenug
although it accounts for only 5%
of its student base. The compa-
ny is aiming to take »
the revenue share to
about 45%. Pandey
sald Physics Wallah

is focussing on buil-

ding experience in /

the offline seg- f

ment instead of

profitability. “We ¥
arecorrectingthe
average revenue (&

Wearecorrecting the
average revenue per
useraswell as offline,
weare correcting the
capex costs, we are
learningalot here...

as well as offline, we are correcting
the capex costs, we are learningalot
here... whatever earnings we are
making online, we are pouring it in-
to offline scaling,” he said. For Phy-
sics Wallah, the ARPU at offline coa-
ching centres now stands at 50,000,
which the company is trying topush
to 65,000, according to Pandey. AR-
PUontheonlinesiderestsat %3,500.

Pandey clarified these are only for
the standalone business of Physics
Wallah. Its subsidiaries include iN-
euron, PW Skills, PW Institute of In-
novation and Xylem Learning.

The offline expansion at Physics
Wallah began showing up in FY23's
significant increase in employee
costs and provisioning towards cer-
tainnon-cash expenses, which led to
a sevenfold jump in total expenses.
The expenses including one-time
costs and non-cash expenses, came
in at 2777 crore compared with 7103
crore in the previous year.

However, revenue from operations
had risen threefold to 2772 crore in
FY23onastandalone basis, againat-
tributable to the offline expansion,
the company said. Physics Wallah,
started by Pandey — a teacher of
physics — as a YouTube channel in
2016, was registered as an enterprise
in 2020. The company is grappling
with scaling-linked quality issues,
delayed delivery of classes and stu-

dy material, and class schedules.

The company clarified that
about 87% of orders deliye
§ red by third-party courier
| partners are delivered wit-
4 hinfivedays,9.5% aredeli-
vered in 510 days, and just
/ 2.8% take more than 10 da-
ys. It attributed the delays

to adverse weather

.. and  address

4% mismatch,

© £ % among other
. @74 reasons. Pan-
LT ey listed di-
LT cipline wit-
; / Y hin the orga-
St nisation as
one of the
priorities for
FY25.

J/
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P.V. Navaneethakrishnan

Xams are not con-

fined to educa-

tional institutions
p but are also used
in other areas to evaluate ta-
lent for employment or ele-
vation. In this context, the
cancellation of two exams
held in Uttar Pradesh in Fe-
bruary is disturbing. The
police recruitment exam ta-
ken by over 43 lakh candi-
dates was held across 2,385
centres across 75 districts
and had a mere 0.014 prob-

ability of success. The State

Public Service Exam for the
post of Review Officers had
over 10 lakh candidates and
was held across 2,000
centres in 58 districts.
There are two aspects of
concern. One is the mental
stress and anxiety of the
candidates who would have
not only worked to prepare
but would have had to deal
with the logistics and ex-
penses to take the exam. Se-
cond is the reason for can-
cellation: leaking of the
question papers. There is
talk of coaching centres, in-
dividuals and candidates
being involved in this.

In the past :
The issue of question pape

leakages has been a vexing
problem in education. Just
take a look at the following
examples: January 202ft,
Rajasthan Teacher Recruit-
ment Exam; April 2023, a
teacher leaked a Class 10 ex-
am paper in Telangana;
2020, four government e'm-
ployees were arrested with
regard to a recruitment ex-
am for junior engineers in
Rajasthan; 2003, the CAT
exam paper was leaked;

HINDU (P-5), 25 MARCH 2024

L]
[

uestion of
security

Fail-proof measures need to be adopted to avoid question
paper leaks and maintain the integrity of important exams

GETTY IMAGES/ISTOCKPHOTO

1997, the IITJEE question
paper was leaked in some
centres, including Tirupati.

Today with exams being
conducted both offline and
online, the question paper
may be a printed one or an
electronic one.

In the first case, the issue
of security begins at the
press. The printer should
be selected on the basis of
reputation rather than the
“lowest quote”. A represen-
tative of the examining or-
ganisation should be physi-
cally present during
printing, packaging and
despatch of the papers.

The packets should be re-
ceived by the superintend-
ing officer of each centre
who should store them se-
curely until the exam. Anna
University, Chennai, had
adopted this procedure for

its entrance exams, includ-
ing the Tamil Nadu Profes-
sional Courses Entrance Ex-
ams, without a problem.
On the other hand, when
the question paper is sent to
the exam centre to be print-
ed, the email should be en-
crypted and the password
made available only to the
designated authority.

Online mode

When it comes to online ex-
ams, in many cases, the
paper may differ from can-
didate to candidate. Howev-
er, technical glitches can af-
fect the conduct of the
exam and also have an im-
pact on the question paper
security.

This is what happened in
the first edition of the Com-
mon University Entrance
Test (CUET) in 2022 and the

exams had to be postponed
in many centres

In 2018, technical snags
of a large magnitude oc-
curred in the online exam
conducted by the Ministry
of Education of the United
Arab Emirates. The authori-
ties immediately switched
over to offline mode in the
affected institutions and got
over the difficulty with only
30 minutes delay. Such
measures can be adopted
by allowing for adequate
manpower and basic mate-
rials such as a master copy
of the question paper kept
ready to create the required
number of hard copies in
convenient nodal centres.

The writer is Former Professor and
Director, Entrance Exams and
Admission, Anna University,

Chennai. \“‘ 15“\ C
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Med grads ob]ecﬁo MCC debamng
242 doctors from NEET PG 2024

The Committee has collected a seat-leaving penalty of Rs 1.21 crore from medical students

Shuddhanta.Patra
@timesgroup.com

total of 242 doctors
A who left their seats in

the NEET-PG 2023 co-
unselling have been debar-
red from appearing in the up-
coming NEET PG 2024 exam,
the Medical Counselling
Committee (MCC) stated.
The MCC's statement came
as aresponse to an RTI appli-
cation filed by RTI activist Dr
Vivek Pandey. The debarred
students are planningtofilea
PIL to reinstate the opportu-
nity to appear for the NEET
exam scheduled in June. Spe-
aking to Education Times, a
Health Ministry official says,
“The MCC rule to disqualify
such medical students has
brought down the medical
seat wastage under 300
which earlier used to range
between 1000-1500. These
242 seats will lie vacant for
the next three years and each
medical seat costs crores of
rupees to the government.
The seats are blocked as per
the candidate's preference.
Despite choosing the seat
himself, when the candidate
isgivingit up, heisnotjustgi-
ving up his/her chance to stu-
dy that particular medical
stream, but also not giving a
fair chance to the other candi-
date who needs the seat.
Candidates must choose the
seats wisely."”

Dr Aviral Mathur, presi-
dent, FORDA, says, “There
must be some penalty for
students flouting MCC rules
but that must not go against
their careers. These are the
candidates blocking the se-
ats as per their preferences,

Stray vacancy rounds

As per MCC rules, candidates who participate in the special
stray vacancy round have to pay an additional Rs 50,000 as
a security amount. The rules specify thatin case a candi-
date has participated in the special stray vacancy round
wherein he/she has been allotted a seat and fails to report
tohis/her college, such candidate will be debarred from
participating in the upcoming NEET-PG exam and counsel-
ling along with forfeiture of Rs 50,000. In 2023, the MCC has
collected fine from the candidates appearing in the special
stray vacancy round a total amount of Rs 1.21 crore as

penalty for leaving these seats.

later changing their minds
and not reporting to the al-
lotted college. They are
eventually wiping out the
chances for the students
who need those seats. The
students who are complai-
ning about losing a year

must have thought about the
outcome before blocking se-
ats. However, MCC must con-
template reasonable penalti-
es like increasing the seat-le-
aving fine or cancelling the
candidate’s state quota.” Dr
Vivek Pandey says, “A few

students approached me re-
garding this issue, and they
wanted the government to
remove this debarring crite-
ria if someone is unable to ta-
keanallottedseat. MCCisde-
barring students in the form
of punishment because they
left their allocated seats after
counselling.” He adds furt-
her, “Excluding students
from upcoming exams and
counselling amounts to a
significant loss of a valuable
academic year, inflicting
considerable distress upon
aspiring individuals. While
it is appropriate for the go-
vernment to impose fines,
such penalties should rema-
inwithinthe bounds of affor-
dability for the individuals
involved. However, the act
of debarring students cons-
titutes a direct infringement
upon their fundamental
right to education.”

Student woes

A PG medical aspirant from
UP, who appeared for NEET
PG in 2022, was debarred
fromappearinginthe examin
2023. He says, “Iwas allotted
aPG Surgery seat at a district.
hospital in West Bengal
which did not have proper in-
frastructure and teaching fa-
culty. Hence, I left the seat.
The NMC is starting new co-
ursesin several medical colle-
ges. But the government
mustdoproperinspection be-
fore starting a medical course
in any hospital. The course
permission is sanctioned
from Delhi offices, which has
noiota about the actual situa-
tion in the institutes.” The
candidate willnow appear for
NEETPG 2024 exam. -\.x
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- APAAR'ID for students as
CBSE implements NCrF in

classes VI,

Sonal.Srivastava
@timesgroup.com

he CBSE will imple- .
mentthe National Cre-

dit Framework (NCrF)
in the 2024-25 academic ses-
sion for classes VI, IX and XI.
NCIF will be extended to
classes X and XII in 2025-26,
and the board exam marks-
heet will reflect the total cre-
dits earned along with the
marks obtained by each stu-
dent from the next academic
cycle. “Students arerequired
to get 40 credits in a subject
within an academic year
with 1200 Notional Learning
Hours (NLH) inayear. Of this,
950-960 hours will be trans-
actional in school and the
rest will be allocated for acti-
vity, project work, exposure
visits or any other enrich-
ment activity that the child
can carry out himself or un-
der parents’ supervision. A
child can carry out on his/her
own as this is a free learning
course. The marksheet too
will carry the total number of
credits along with the marks.
In the university system, the-
re is the Academic Bank of
Credits (ABC), we are caIry-
ing out the same exercise,
the benefit of credits will be
extended to children in scho-
ols through the unique APA-
AR ID," says Biswajit Saha,
director, CBSE.

Initially, the NC1F will be
rolled out for classes VI, IX
and XI to make schools un-
derstand the process. “Befo-
re the start of the next acade-
micyear, they candeclarethe
result and also include cre-
dits in the school-based
marksheets. Based on that
understanding in the board
examinations in 2025-26, we

IX and XI

By

will adopt this. Credits will
reflect in the board exam
mark sheet of the academic
year 2025-26," says Saha.
NLH is the time that the
average student would begi-
ven to attend all classes, stu-
dy for tests, and do assign-
ments and homework. “The-
secredits willbe storedinthe
student’s ABC, linked to the-
ir DigiLocker," adds Saha.
According to the NCIF
document, the assignmentof
credits is independent of the
streams, subjects or any lear-
ning and is subject to achie-
ving the prescribed learning
outcomes at a particular
NCIF credit level post the
successful assessment. Stu-
dents also have the flexibility
totake 1course/ programme/
subject/project beyond 40
credits (within the curricular
design) to get additional cre-
dits. For calculations under
the NLH (NCTrF), in general,
30 notional learning hours
willbe counted as one credit.
While the NCrF will give
students a variety of choices
in terms of selecting the sub-
jects and activities based on
their interests, aptitudes,
and career goals, its success-
ful implementation will lar-
gely depend on teachers
who are willing to adopt new
pedagogical approaches.<e>{
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K-College the Latest

A a2

Gen Z Universe

[ECONOMICS TIMES. 24 MARCH 2024
Rhge in K-Pop

The East Asian tech hub is fast emerging as an alterndtivie &e_s-{ination for Indian students, thanks to the growing Korean soft power

Prachl.verma@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: K-colleges may well be the
latest addition to the list of K-ool things
comprising K-pop, K-dramas and K-no-
odles, with Indian students increasing-
ly considering South Korea for higher
education, accordingto consultants.

Thenumberof Indianstudents headed
to South Korea is set to double in 2024
compared to two yearsago, according to
Rohin Kapoor, partner, management
consulting, BDO. “South Korea has rol-
led out the red carpet for Indian stu-
dents by offering attractive scholarship
schemes at top universities over the last
two years,” Kapoor said.

Ataround 2,000this year, thenumber is
still just a fraction of the Indian stu-
dents enrolled in traditionally popular
destinationssuchasthe US, UK, Canada

nect. Besides, he said. the cost of educa-
tion for Indian students in western co-
untries would be between twice and five
timesas much as in South Korea.
Popular courses include engineering
(electrical, civiland mechanical). natural
sciences (physics, biology and chemist-
ry), humanities (languages, history, art)
and arts (acting, choreography and mu-
sic). “South Korea. boasting multinatio-
nal giants like Samsung and Hyundai
hasbecomea preferred destination for
dian students due to its highly educated
populace, sophisticated work culture and
98°% literacy rate,” said Karunn Kandoi.
chief experience officer at ApplyBoard.
anoverseas education platform.

with the global spread of Korean cultu-
re, notably K-culture and K-pop, which
has particularly resonated with Gen
Zers (people born between 1997 and
2012),” said Vaibhav Gupta, chief
marketing officer, iSchoolCon-

employment opportunities, pro-inter-
national student policies and competiti-
ve costs along with a government push
toattract oas students.

“The upti d Indian students going
to South Korea is closely associated

and Australia. But the East Asian tech-
nology hub is fast emerging as an alter-
native destination for Indian students,
owing to factors such as a large number
of courses taught in English, a develo-
ped market with ample internship and

About 40 South institutions fe-
atured in the rece| World Universi-
ty Rankings.

VARANI! SAHL!
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Popular Stud y -
K-abroad Destination

» From Page1
The inclusion of these institutions,
which include Seoul National Universi-
ty and Korea Advanced Institute of Sci-
ence & Technology, makes the country
attractive to high-performing overseas
students, according to experts.

Government initiatives such as scholars-
hip programmes and bilateral agreements,
coupled with English-taught programmes,
a safe environment and a high standard of
living are contributing to South Korea’s in-
creasing popularity among Indian stu-
dents, according to more than a dozen over-
seas education consultants.

The South Korea 300K Project, anno-
unced by the education ministry in the
summer of 2023, aims to attract 300,000
international students by 2027.

In addition, the consultants said, the South
Koreangovernment is implementing measu-
restoreducelanguage barriers and streamli-
ning permanent residency applications,

Tuition fee for foreign students is budget-
friendly, with public universities charging
%2,48,000 per semester on average, while pri-
vate institutions have a higher fee of about
%4,03,380, according to Adarsh Khandelwa]
cofounder, Collegify. “For accommodatiop
university hallsrange upwards of 231,000 pef
semester depending on amenities,” he saiq.

South Korea is the most sought-after Asj.
an destination on the LeverageEdu.com
platform right now; said Akshay Chaturye.
di, founder; Leverage.biz. “The India-South
Korea talent corridor is untested byt super
promising.” -~
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