m Karnataka finishes as first runner-up_
Khelo India winter games finish,
Army bags highest no. of medals

YUSUF JAMEEL
SRINAGAR, FEB. 25

The fourth edition of
Khelo India winter ga-
mes concluded at Kash-
mir’s premier ski resort
Gulmarg on Sunday with
the Indian Army clinch-
ing the highest number
of 10 gold, five silver and
six bronze medals fol-
lowed by the first runner-
up Karnataka with nine

gold and two silver
medals.

Maharashtra won
seven gold, eight silver
and seven bronze

medals, finishing as the
second runner-up in the
skiing and snowboard-
ing games played during

the five-day event. J&K,
the host state, was placed
at the 9th position in the
medal tally after win-
ning one gold, six silver
and four bronze medals,
the officials said.

The winter sporting
events that took place at
the 2,650-meters-high
Gulmarg include snow-
boarding, Alpine ski,
Nordic ski and snow-
mountaineering. Twenty
states and Union
Territories competed in
the Alpine Ski, Nordic
Ski, and Snowboardmg
while ten states did it in
the Ski Mountaineering
competitions.

The closing ceremony
was held at the Gulmarg

Golf Course. Nuzhat
Gull, secretary J&K
Sports Council said that
nearly 600 athletes who
came from various parts
of the country to partici-
pate in the fourth edition
of the games were actual-
ly realising the dream of
Prime Minister
Narendra Modi as these
games ‘“are providing
platform to youth from
grassroots level to show-
case their talent and com-
pete at national level”.
She asserted, “These
games are helping in the
exchange of culture, tra-
dition and languages
among athletes and
enhance their vision and
confidence.”
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New UPSC rule

OF INDIA, 26 FEBRUARY 2024

) on application

form to tackle Al-driven frauds

aspirants from rural areas, but it will control impersonation

PHOTO FOR REPRESENTATION
£ § g

The process may pinch pockets, especially o

Shuddhanta.Patra
@timesgroup.com

he Union Public Service

Commission  (UPSC)

has started the regi-
stration process for UPSC CSE
Prelims 2024 for the Prelims
scheduled in May. The Com-
mission has introduced stric-
ter rules for uploading pho-
tographs on the registration
forms. As per the new guide-
lines, the UPSC has asked the
candidates to upload pho-
tographs not older than 10
days from the start of the on-
line application Process.
Therefore, candidates will
have to make sure that the
photographs are not taken be-
fore February 4, 2024.

While the rule has baffled
the aspirants and few have
dubbed itasan unnecessarily
long and expensive process,
experts claim it will control
misuse of technology and
other related frauds during
the exams. In Rajasthan and
Uttar Pradesh, several cases
have been registered by the
state against candidates for
1mpersonaton and technolo-
gy-related crimes.

Retired senior IAS officer
JK Dadoo says this initiative
will control misuse of new
technologies like AL With AL
there is a possibility to morph
photographs and documents,
which can pose serious chal-
lenges in public exam. “It is
difficult to distinguish betwe-

en photographs of candidates
on different forms and also
match them against the can-
didate appearing in the exam.
New technology and Al can
easily morph photographs
and docurnents. Withthe new
UPSC guidelines, identity re-

lated issue will get largely re-
solved,” says Dadoo. “Several
cases have come to the fore
where candidates juxtaposed
their photographs. With tech-
nologieslike Aland Deepfake,
the challenges are rising each
day. Identity issues are a ma-
jor problem the Commission is
facing. As per the new in-
struction, the candidate must
upload a photo clicked within
10 days from the start of the
onlne application Process.
This will make it difficult for
the candidates to fudge the
application data. The new
process may pinch pockets,
especially for aspirants from
rural areas, but it will ensure
the identity is correct, easing
the future procedure,” adds
Dadoo. UPSC and state PSCs
have received multiple comp-
laints cmersonation where
the ph f the person in the
admit card and the one appea-
ring for the exam were diffe-
rent. “Often, the admit card
has younger
brother's pho-
to while the ol-
der brother is
appearing for
the exam. The
recent instruc-
tion will elimi-
nate such pos-

sibilities,” says Dadoo.
Senior 1AS Rajesh Kumar
Pathak, secretary, Technolo-
gy Development Board, De-
partment of Science & Tech-
nology says, “The new initia-
tive will help in crosschecking
the age and appearances of
the candidates as often they
upload older photos. On nu-
merous occasions, it becomes
a challenge during the Perso-
nality Test, when the intervie-

wers find little or no resem-
blance of the candidate with
the photo he hasuploaded du-
ring registration, raising do-
ubts among the examiners.
Through the new system, the
candidates will also not face
any issues in any level during
the exam. Aspirants from the
rural areas are also not likely
tofacedifficulty as all faciliti-
es are available in every no-
okand corner.”
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I:Exdopt Open Bogk;
xam, a feasibility
study to be initiated

Sonal.Srivastava@timesgroup.com l

tion (CBSE) has clarified that it is plan- |

ning to conduct a study in its affiliated |
schools to find out whether the Open Book Ex- \
amination (OBE), one of the modes of assess- |
ments recommended by the National Curricu-
lum Framework for Secondary Education
(NCF-SE), is feasible in the Indian context or
not. The Board will first experiment, and then
examine the viability of the OBE in the Indian
context. A section of the media highlighted
CBSE's plan to introduce OBE in a few pilot |
schools for English, Maths, and Science in clas-
ses IX and X, and English, Maths, and Biology
in classes XI and XII. The Board, however, has
denied such plans and is nght now planning to
initiate a study to check its feasibility.

T he Central Board of Secondary Educa- ‘

Internal assessment

Talking to Education Timesabout the OBE, Jo-
seph Emmanuel, director, Academics, CBSE,
says, “Some media reports have created confu-
sion: the CBSE has decided to undertake a stu-
dy to understand the feasibility for bringing as-
sessment reforms like the OBE based on re-

commendations in the NEP-2020 and NCF-SE
2023. The study would be conducted in select
CBSE schools as it is important to first experi-
ment, and then examine the viability of the
OBE." Before implementation of the OBE sy-
stem, readiness would be ensured through te-
acher and student training. The OBE is mostly
followed in the higher education domain and
several educationally advanced countries ha-
ve also introduced the OBE assessment. "Ho-
wever, a vast country like India with learners
from heterogeneous backgrounds, demands a
lot of preparation and handholding before in-
troducing the OBE assessments, " says Emma-
nuel. CBSE needs to figure out whether adop-
ting the OBE assessment will benefit students
or not. “Hence, it is imperative to carry outthe
study on OBE," adds Emmanuel.

Challenges in adoption

The OBE was initiated in 2013-14 by the CBSE,

however, due to negative feedback from stu-

dents and other stakeholders, it was disconti-

nued. The renewed push for OBE is in accor-
dance with NEP 2020 which recommends imp-
lementation of various modes of exam. "NEP is
1 well-thought-out policy and if it has recom-
mendations regarding examinations then we
should work onit,” says an educationist onthe
~ondition of anonymity. However, hepointsout
hat our value system, which is different from
vestern nations, and a huge population could
Je a deterrent in the adoption of OBE.

S )
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Increasing acceptance of GRE scor

hesides Engineering has led to increase in test takers in India

Priyadarshini.Gupta
@timesgroup.com GRE score can provide
@ Usin d a competitive
ndiarecently the seeki
.I-Lhe number of students taking edge. when g
the G Record POy in
tions (GRE) for the first time in over dlverse soctors

80 years since the inception of the
test. Data from the Educational Tes-
ting Service (ETS) revealed that du-
Ting the 2022-23 testing period, In-
dia recorded the highest number of
GRE test-takers with 1,13,304 indivi-
duals, followed by the US with
= 97,676 and Chinawith57,769.

Five-year validity

“The GRE's five-year validity and in-

creasing acceptance by universities
ide, i ing for

mes specific to business and law,
has significantly contributed to its
popularity among Indian students,”
says Sachin Jain, country manager,
ETSIndiaand South Asia.
Recognising the need for a more
streamlined and user-friendly tes-
ting experience, ETS had introduced
a shorter version of the GRE test in

aimed to reduce the duration of the

test without comproxmsmg the qua-
lity or integrity of the assessment.
“This change allows test-takers to
focus, and overall have a less stress-
ful experience. In addition, test ta-
kers received their official GRE ge-
neral test scores in 8-10 days after
the test date which was previously
10-15 days. Hence, with quicker re-
porting, candidates can organise
their applications better to study
abroad and are more likely to have
enough time to retake and

nally, theadmission criteriafor inter-
national students relied solely on
P .l

enhance their score if needed. All
these reasons led test-takers to cho-
oseGRE," says Jain.

Wideacceptance

“The surge in Indian test-takers can
be attributed to many factors, chief
among them being the increased re-
cognition of GRE scores by several
business schools in India. Traditio-

Test (GMAT) scores. However, ano-
teworthy shift has occurred as Indi-
an institutes, including the IIMs in
Calcutta and Bangalore, Mumbai's
SP Jain Institute of Management,
and the National Academy of Legal
Studies and Reseaxch, now accept
GRE scores,” says Karunn Kandoi,
chief experience officer at ApplyBo-
ard. There has been a significant

shift towards internationalisation in
higher education. This trend is dri-
venby various factors such as glo-
balisation, advancements intech-
nology facilitating easier commu-
nication and travel. “Globalisa-
tion plays a significant role as
there is an increasing need for
skills that are competitive on a
global scale. This has led univer-
sities to create more diverse and
inclusive academic environments
to prepare students for the global

workforce. International collabo-
rations between universities help
in enhancing opportunities for
knowledge exchange and rese-
arch. All these factors attract stu-
dentstostudy abroad,” says Jain.
“Another driving force is the de-
sire among students for cultural en-
richment and the opportunity to vi-
ewtheirfield of study from different
global perspectives. Seeking edu-
cation abroad allows students to
broaden their horizons and enhan-
ce their personal and academic
growth,” adds Jain.

Asthejobmarketbecomesincre-
asingly competitive, having a GRE
score can enhance a student’s profi-
le and provide a competitive edge
‘when seeking employment in diver-
sesectors, says NandiniShah,aGRE
aspirant. With Indian students in-
creasingly aspiring to make their
mark on the international stage, the
GRE stands as akey enabler of these
ambitions, she adds.

First introduced in 1936, GREisa
standardised test for admission to
graduate and business schools in
the US, UK, Canada, China, and se-

veral European countries.

c-Aditya.Wadhawan
@timesgroup.com

he parliamentary stan-
ding committee on Per-
sonnel, Public Grievan-
ces, Law, and Justice panel he-
aded by Rajya Sabha MP, Sushil
Kumar Modi recently tabled its
report, ‘Strengthening Legal
education in view of emerging
challenges beforethelegal pro-
fession' in Rajya Sabha, which
has suggested that the Bar Co-
uncil of India (BCI) should not
be permitted to introduce
changes in the legal curriculum
in the country.
The committee said in its re-

port that the BCI does not have
the requisite expertise to make
the desired changes in the legal
curriculum, hence, a separate
specialised body is needed to be
setup for suggesting curriculum
changes. ‘There is no sense in
the BCI having regulatory po-
wers over the entire spectrum of
legal education. Further, the BCI
hasneitherthepowernorthe ex-

pertise to meet the challenges of
an ever-changing globalised

world, the committee mentio-

'l'l:e panel has
recommended setting
up of NCLER as a
specialised body

ned in its report. The panel has

recommended the setting up of
the Natlonal Council for Legal
and

lated to legal education and the
curriculum changes should be
dealt with the other specialised
body. However, currently there

is no other competent body to
suggestch

duces lawyers and hence it is a
major stakeholder. BCI should
not be totally excluded from the
purview of suggesting changes
inthelegal curriculum.”

riculum in the country. Even if
suchabodyistobesetup, itsho-
uld consist of BCI president and
few other members of BC], aca-

“Asfarasad auniform
curriculum is concerned, itis ad-
visable that every university
should be allowed to design the
syllabus depending on the ex-

(NCLER) as a separate speciali-
sed body," says the committe re-
port. Legal academicians have a
divergent view on the sugges-
tions made by the parliamentary
committee.

Speaking to Education Ti-
nmes, Faizan Mustafa, former vi-

ce-chancellor, NALSAR Univer- «

sity of Law, Hyderabad and vice-
chancellor, Chanakya National
Law University, Patna, says,
“Thereisaprovisioninthe Ad-

vocates Act 1961 that permits
BCI to suggest changes in

the legal education in the
country to maintain the

requisitestandards. Par-
liamentary panel com-
mittee is of the view t.lmt
BCIshould onlylook after ™
the professional paramets

o

judges

and
ultimately legal education pro-

Academics divided over BCI involvement in legal curriculum change

cial media law, international tra-
de law, corporate law, mergers,
and acquisitions and many mo-
re,” adds Mustafa.

“If the NCLER is established
in the future it will be a conten-
tious issue as BCI is a statutory
body and it may not accept the
new body, " says Mustafa.

Megh Raj, assistant profes-
sox at Law Faculty, DU says,

perti with them. T‘he

ce of this provisi
acadsmlcally bsneﬁr.ml for all
'or i a

>n by the e
tary panel committee is pro-

college situated in semi-rural
area of the country, which will
produce lawyers for rural areas
may include the on ag-

in nature as the legal
educanon has been adversely
affected by regular interven-
tions of BCI. The legal educa-

riculturelaw, irrigation and seed
laws and laws related to rural
economy. Whereas on the other
side, colleges located in urban
areas will include topics such as
international arbitrationlaw, so-

tion has been giving
approvaltothecollegeswhoare
not meeting the requisite stan-
dards and moreover BClis a po-
litical body. By giving approva!
to more law colleges, it is only
focusing on generating more fe-
es. Rather than suggesting
changes in the curriculum, BCI
should only be permitted to
ascertain as to which legal pro-
fessional is eligible for practi-
sing in the court. There is a dire
needforanother specialised bo-

dy which can regulate the legal
educationinthe carnntry
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Back to Basics:How
India Inc’s Using CSR
“to Solve Education

Cosdrive educationand  Flattening the

skills-specific initiatives ~ Learning Curve
at schools as they look WHAT ARE COS FOCUSING ON
Educational -

for long-term impact infrastructure | oty il |
Bridging digital | child education |
SreeradhaD. Basu & Brinda Sarkar divide by f
providing tech | ggﬂgéﬁ -.
Bengaluru: Corporate India is step- to schools | @ i

ing up education and skilling-speci- e !
fPiC e%deavours attheschoollevel, par- Training teaCherS;
ticularly on the digital literacy front. Fixing learning | &

Companies including Larsen & Tou- gaps | 8
bro, P&G India, Dell Technologies, - |
Mphasis, Infosys and HUL are, thro- ~ Empowering |
ugh their corporate social responsibi- ~ marginalised and|
lity (CSR) initiatives, rollingoutsmart ~ underserved,
classrooms and learning centres for ~ communities ¥ &
the underprivileged; fixing learning S
gapstoenable improved outcomes;en-
hancing educational infrastructure;
trainir;g teachers in techno-pedagogy;
and dl:lvmg digital inclusion. integrating teachers’ training thro-

L&T’s STEM Education programme ugh government training institutes.
Engineering Futures, runningingo-  P&G’s flagship community initiati-
vernment and resource-poor trust- ve Shiksha, which has impacted over
run schools, equips students with 3.5 million children so far, aims to re-
knowledge and skills in science, tech- medy learning gaps in children by en-
nology,  engineering, and math hancing educational infra and empo-
(STEM). The programme has reached wering marginalised and underser-
38,545 students from 6th-8th grades ved communities through education.
acrt'IQas_s 20d5 §‘,cltloohl‘;s1 and713teacherswe- “We are strengthening impact by
rg/lablge Alt;laﬁc Oﬁledagogy forging newer and deeper partners-

am, Head - CSR, L&T, hips” said Enakshee Deva, Head -

says they plan to scale up by introdu- CSR P&G Indi '
'ing the programme to schools aro. : .
ind L&T campuses pan-India and by Replicating Successful Models »» 3
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»» From Page 1

“We are also leveraging innovative
technology and solidifying the core
programmes. We continueto collabo-
rate with NGOs, government autho-
rities, and communities to impact
more and more children — building
programmes with a long-term Vi-
sion,” said P&G India’s Deva.
Mphasis CHRO Ayaskant Sarangi
said they are scaling up education
and skilling initiatives by identify-
ing successful models and suppor-
ting their implementation in diffe-
rent states/aspirational districts.
By collaborating with organisa-
tions with proven expertise inpeda-

“Hd

)

“SGETTY IMAGES

gogy, Mphasis wants to replicate
successful models, expand part-
nerships, and reach a larger num-
ber of school students.

Edtech company Educational Ini-
tiatives (Ei) says it is seeing rising
interest from corporates who have
been engaged in education and now
are keen to evaluate impactful and

uceessful Models

ef_‘fective projects and improve lear-
ningoutcomes.

Ei’s personalised learning plat-
form, Mindspark, is beingoffered to
over 450,000 children in 500 govern-
ment schools and 7,500 after-school
centres across 17 stafes in English
and nine other Indian languages.
Mindspark is being implemented
with the support of 20+ partners in-
cluding 6+ CSR/ Corporate Founda-
tions — among theni P&G, Amazon,
Cognizant, and Ketak Education
Foundation, said Pranav Kothari,
CEOQO, Ei.

FORFULLREPORT;GOTO
www.economigimes.com
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Revised NCERT textbooks
for Classes 3 and 6 likely
'to be introduced this year

Maitri Porecha
. NEW DELHI

The new National Council
- of Educational Research
 and Training (NCERT) text-
~ books for the school aca-
demic year 2024-25 will
most likely only be intro-
duced for Classes 3 and 6,
as per sources in the Minis-
try of Education (MoE).
Textbooks for Class 1 and 2
based on the National Cur-
riculum Framework (NCF)
and National Education
Policy 2020 have already
been released and are
available in bookstores and
on the NCERT website as
PDFs for free. The MoE
had, on November 10,
2023, said that textbooks
for all grades, from Classes
1 to 12 would be introduced
in the upcoming academic
year, in line with the new
NCF launched last year.
While notifying curricu-
lar area groups responsible
for drafting textbooks last
year, the NCERT had indi-
cated that the timeline for
submitting the final draft of
textbooks for all classes
was February 10. The MoE

The MoE had said textbooks for
all grades would be introduced
in the upcoming academic year.

sources say that textbook

drafts for Class 3 have been -

received. These drafts, in-
cluding those for English,
Hindi, Urdu, Maths, and
‘The World Around Us’,
earlier known as Environ-
mental Studies (EVS), are
being proof-read, edited
and vetted by the NCERT
before they are published
and circulated to schools
across the country.

For Class 6, textbook
drafts for Maths, Science,
and the languages (En-
glish, Hindi, Urdu, and
Sanskrit) are also in the
process of being finalised.
It is also likely for History,
Geography, and Political
Science to be merged into

one textbook of Social
Science. Currently, Class 6
students study from three
publications: Our Pasts;
Our Earth: Our Habitat; SO
cial and Political Life. “HO-
wever there is no clarity on
this yet as those drafts have
not been received for vet-
ting;” the MoE source said.

Publishing in March
After the drafts are submit-
ted to NCERT, editors are
assigned to proofread text-
books subject-wise. “Each
editor is being instructed
to finish proofreading the
entire book of 200 pages
or more in two to three
days, as textbooks need to
be sent for publishing and
distribution in March,” the
source added.

“Only Class 3 and 6 will
likely receive new text-
books in 2024-25. We have
not yet received textbook
drafts for Class 9 or 11,” the
MoE source said. “Also it is
important that new text-
books for senior classes are
not released in haste, and
that adequate time is taken
to research and modify
material.”
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S in ident Jagdeep Dhankhar ﬁnd DUv ce-. :
ingha i
ingh at the convocation on Saturday. chane

o Y

ellor Yogest
ARVIND YADAV/HT PHOTC

100th DU convocation:
Over 100k get degrees

HT Correspondent
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Delhi University
(DU) held its 100th convocation
on Saturday where 138,020
undergraduate and postgradu-
ate students who completed
their course in 2023, and 659
PhD students, received their
degrees. Vice President of India
Jagdeep Dhankhar, who was
the chief guest, also presented a
gold medal to nine students.

DU officials said that this
year's degrees have 17 security
features that make them hard
to forge. “The degrees will have
the name of the student’s
mother along with a colour
photo of the student. The
degrees also have currency
notes on them, making them
difficult to copy,” said Yogesh
Singh, vice chancellor of the
university. The degrees were
digital, not physical, and were
transferred online to students,
the same as last year.

The University of Delhi was
established in 1922 with four
colleges affiliated to it — Hindu
College, St Stephen’s College,

Zakir Husain Delhi College, and
Ramjas College. Now in its 101st
year, the university has 91 affil-
iated colleges. The convocation
dresses this year also featured
multiple colours. UG students
wore yellow stoles, PG students
wore turquoise stoles, and PhD
students wore red stoles. All
stoles had a golden border
along with the university logo
and the shatabdi or the 100th-
year logo on both sides. “Offi-
cers wore purple stoles and
principals and heads of depart-
ments wore maroon stoles,”
Singh added.

In his address to the stu-
dents, Vice President Dhankhar
said that learning is a lifelong
process that does not end with
a degree. “You are the archi

tects not only of your own des- |

tiny but also of our shared
future. The India that awaits
you offers equal opportunities
to all, giving you a platform to
move forward based on your
talent and hard work. In the
contemporary canvas of socl-
ety, opportunities are now
determined by merit and not by
patronage,” he sald.



Administrator
Typewritten Text
HINDUSTAN TIMES, 25 FEBRUARY 2024

Administrator
Typewritten Text


INDIAN EXPRESS, 25 FEBRUARY 2024

[T ]


Administrator
Typewritten Text

Administrator
Typewritten Text

Administrator
Typewritten Text

Administrator
Typewritten Text
INDIAN EXPRESS, 25 FEBRUARY 2024

Administrator
Typewritten Text


IPIONEER (P-9), 25 FEBRUARY 2024

i O


Administrator
Typewritten Text
PIONEER (P-9), 25 FEBRUARY 2024 

Administrator
Typewritten Text

Administrator
Typewritten Text

Administrator
Typewritten Text

Administrator
Typewritten Text


TIMES OF INDIA, 25 FEBRUARY 2024



Administrator
Typewritten Text
TIMES OF INDIA, 25 FEBRUARY 2024 

Administrator
Typewritten Text

Administrator
Typewritten Text


TIMES OF INDIA, 25 FEBRUARY 2077 |

|:||:|


Administrator
Typewritten Text
TIMES OF INDIA, 25 FEBRUARY 2024 

Administrator
Typewritten Text

Administrator
Typewritten Text

Administrator
Typewritten Text


MILLENNIUM POST, 25 FEBRUARY 2024

[


Administrator
Typewritten Text

Administrator
Typewritten Text
MILLENNIUM POST, 25 FEBRUARY 2024 

Administrator
Typewritten Text

Administrator
Typewritten Text

Administrator
Typewritten Text

Administrator
Typewritten Text


TRIBUNH, (P-5), 25 FEBRUARY 2024



Administrator
Typewritten Text

Administrator
Typewritten Text
TRIBUNE, (P-5),  25 FEBRUARY 2024 


HINDUSTAN TIMES, 24 FEBRUARY 2024

H o


Administrator
Typewritten Text
HINDUSTAN TIMES, 24 FEBRUARY 2024 

Administrator
Typewritten Text

Administrator
Typewritten Text


TRIBUNE, (P-12), 24 FEBRUARY 2024



Administrator
Typewritten Text
TRIBUNE, (P-12),  24 FEBRUARY 2024 

Administrator
Typewritten Text


TRIBUNE, 24 FEBRUARY 2024 |

[ [


Administrator
Typewritten Text
TRIBUNE, 24  FEBRUARY 2024 

Administrator
Typewritten Text

Administrator
Typewritten Text

Administrator
Typewritten Text

Administrator
Typewritten Text


|DAINIK JAGRAN, ﬂEEEFUARY 2024 |



Administrator
Typewritten Text

Administrator
Typewritten Text

Administrator
Typewritten Text
DAINIK JAGRAN, 24 FEBRUARY 2024 

Administrator
Typewritten Text



{ "type": "Document", "isBackSide": false }


{ "type": "Document", "isBackSide": false }


{ "type": "Document", "isBackSide": false }


{ "type": "Document", "isBackSide": false }


{ "type": "Document", "isBackSide": false }


{ "type": "Document", "isBackSide": false }


{ "type": "Document", "isBackSide": false }


{ "type": "Document", "isBackSide": false }

