
56 aspirants get full 
SCores in JEE(Main) 
Fareeha Iftikhar 

letters@hindustantimes.com 

NEW DELHI: A total of 56 candi 
dates have achieved the perfect 
100 score in the Joint Entrance 
Examination (Main) or JEE 
(Main), results of which were 
released by the National Testing 
Agency late on Wednesday. 

The number of students scor 
ing perfect 100 NTA Score has 
significantly increased from last 
year's 43. This also meant that 
the cut-off for JEE (Advanced), 
the qualifying examination for 
entry into the premier Indian 
Institute of Technology (IT) col 
leges, has risen sharply. In fact, 
the cut-off for JEE(Advanced) 
has recorded a five-year high. 

Of those who scored the per 
fect 100NTA SCore, 15 are from 
Telangana, seven each from 
Andhra Pradesh and Maharash 
tra, and six from Delhi, NTA said. 

The JEE (Main) is a computer 
ised test conducted in two ses 
sions: the first between January 
24 and February l and the next 
from April l to April 15. In the 
first session, 23 students scored 
in the hundredth NTA Score. 

Overall, 1,067,959 aspirants 
took the test, of which 250,284 
have qualified to write the JEE 
(Advanced) test. In a statement, 
NTA said that 39 candidates 
were debarred from taking JEE 
Main for three years for using 
unfair means during the exam. 

OVERALL, 1,067,959 
STUDENTS TOOK 
THE TEST, OF 
WHICH 250,284 
HAVE OUALIFED 
TO WRITE THE 

IEE (ADVANCED) 

Sanvi Jain of Karnataka and 
Shayna Sinha of Delhi are the 
two female aspirants to achieve 
100 NTA score this year. 

On Wednesday, the combined 
results of both the sessions was 
announced. For students, who 
had appeared in both, the better 
SCore wil be taken into account. 

The JEE (Main) is conducted 
for admissions to various engi 
neering colleges such as the 
National Institutes of Technol 
ogy and Indian Institutes of 
Information Technology. 

It also serves as a base eligibil 
ity bar for the JEE (Advanced), 
for which the registration proc 
ess will begin on Sunday. 

The qualifying score for JEE 
(Advanced) for the unreserved 
category increased to 93.23 this 
year from 90.7 last year. The cut 
off for OBC- non creamy layer 
increased to 79.6 from 73.6NTA 
SCore; for EWS, it has increased 
to 81.3 from 75.6; the jump is 
from 51.9 to 60 for SCs and from 
37.23 to 46.69 for STs. T 
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IN GoOD FAITH 
HUMMANSARE PROUD of the fact that only we. 
among allliving beings, have the ability to en 
gage in higher-level thinking -"cogito, ergo 
sum". or."I think, therefore l am". Our ability 
to entertain complex thoughts does not 
merely characterise us lt defines us 

SWATI RATNA AND ALOK TIWARI 

This cognitive capacity has stood us in 
good stead. We have postulated and proved 
mathematical theorems we are exploring the 
cOSnhos, we have developed relativistic and 
quantumphysics, we have written epics, we 
have reined the art of lying and deception, 
and of course, we read Tractatus Logico 
Philosophicus. Mathematics, philosophy. r 
ligion. fanmily, nation, sciences, literature, and 
the list of our thought-derived innovations 
goes on and on. 

Think about thinking 

The impresiesuesofourognitive fac 
ulties, that ofa spedeswith thousands of years 
ofnear-continuous, aceive history and eight 
billion plus living members, masks something 
rwubling and humbling. Most humans are 
quite lousy thinkers, when tested against the 
benchmarks menioned. Study after study has 
revealed that the ability of an average human 
to comprehend complex arguments leaves a 
lot to be desired. A distressingly large nunber 
of kids proclaim theirfearofmathematics be 

cause it isTough". Many readershoose to read 
pulp ficion over the literary classics because 
they are deemed"incomprehensible". It is un 
derstandable that a person does not like math 
ematisor literary classics, but to fear them for 
being tough or incomprehensible is also a 

It's time to address the fear of mathematics and literary classics 

probable symptom of the lack of cognitive ca 
pacity to enjoy them. This widespread cogni 
tiveweakness is something to woTy about, for 
it chains a plurality of humans to sub-par in 
tellectual existence with attendant costs. 

The costs of poor human cognitionare in 
mense. If we have to develop as knowledge 
driven societies, we need to improve the hu 
man capacity to think coherently. With the 
increasing technological and organisational 
complexities of our times, those unable to 
think properly about the issues confronting 
them are at the risk of being left behind. 
Cognitive weakness has serious costs for the 
person concemed, with respect to that per 
son's ability to gainfuly participate in the mod 
emsocio-economicsystem Further, poorhu-

man cognitionhas a huge negative extemality. 
that is, a cost not fuly intemalised by the per 
son havingpoor cogmition. Soiety loses outin 
many ways. Public discourse deteriorates 
when complex issues, requiring cognitively 
demanding public deliberation, ae not given 
the careful thought they require. Heuristics, 
cognitive biases, etc, in unexamined, sub-con 
scious thinking lead to the prevalence of soial 
stereotypes and prejudices. Lower cognitive 
capacities reate a ready marketplace for sim-
plistic, inappropriate solutions to complex 
problens, to the detriment of everyone. 

Another issue that merits attention is that 
earlier epochs were less driven by mental fac 
ulties than is the case today. The Industrial 
Revolutionreduced the need for human mus 

de power and we sawtremendous expansion 
ofuniversalised elementary education around 
the world. Humans inreasingiy moved from 
using brawn to brain. Today, we have the age 
of Artificial Intelligence dawning upon us. If 
Al succeeds in fulflling even a fraction of is 
promise today, most of the lower-level think 
ing would move to Al entities. Therefore, hu 
mans can find employment and maintain 
their sense of self-worth only if they can en 
gage in higher-order thinking, and to do so, 
humans will have to develop the faculties for 
higher-order thinking. In other words, the 
time is now ripe for the universalisation of 
higher-level cognitive training. 

How do we address the issue? We are al 
ready on the job. The modern education sys 
tem, for all its criticism, has done a remark 
able job towards upgrading our intellectual 
abilities. VWe are taught literature, mathemat 
ics, social and natural sciences, etc, at school 
and college to strengthen our capacity to 
think and comprehend properly. However, 
for most of us who do not move into cogni 
tively demanding academics or professions, 
schoolingis the last formal cogrmitive training 
that we get As already discussed, it is proving 
quite insufficient for our times. 

To ensure the universalisation of higher 
order cognitive training, a beginning may be 
made by introducing"human cognition" asa 
compulsoy subject from class Vl onwards. 
The new subject can be rafted by taking el 
evant material from psychology, linguistics, 

anthropology, etc. The aim of the subject of 
"human cognition" should be to make the stu 
dents aware of the processes involved in their 
thinking. This proposed cognitive training is 
essentially meta-cognition, that is, thinking 
about thinking. Meta-cognition would allow 
young students to analyse their thought 
processes, thereby moving the actofthinking 
from the subconscious to the conscious realm. 
Hopefully, they would better understand their 
own thoughts and the basis of those thoughts. 
At the same time, such meta-cognition train 
ingwouldalso equip them to understand the 
thoughts of others and the basis of such 
thoughts. Better understanding and compre 
hension would enhance the intellectual pro 
ductivity and empathy of the persons trained 
in meta-cognition. 

Bertrand Russell is redited with saying 
that -"most people would die sooner than 
think- in fact, they do so". Russell madeavery 
significant observation about the common 
human frailty of poor thinking. The first step 
in solving aproblem is recognisingitItis high 
time thatthe problem of defiienthuman cog 
nition is recognised as a public policy issue, 
which is adversely impacting economic pro 
ductivity, social harmony and good gover 
nance. Then, we should identify the requisite 
public policy interventions, one of which has 
been discussed abOve, to remedy the same. 

Ratna is director; Central Vigilance 
TeCommission and Tiwari is an lAS oficer 
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EMPOWERING DEMOCRACY: IIT GUWAHATI UNVEILS 
INNOVATIVE 3D PRINTED DUMMY BALLOT UNIT 

3D printed device is a biodegradable & eco-friendly material derived from corn starch 
OUR CORRESPONDENT 

Cna pioneering initiative 
aimed at enhancing voter 
awareness and engage 
ment, the Systematic Vot 

ers' Education and Electoral 
Participation Cell (SVEEP) 
of Kamrup Election District 
has partnered with the Indian 
Institute of Technology, Guwa 
hati, to develop an innovative 
3D printed dummy ballot unit. 

Crafted with the objec 
tive of acquainting citizens, 
particularly new voters, and 
senior citizens, with the intri 
cacies of voting procedures, 
the 3D printed �ummy ballot 
unit aims to dispel any appre 
hensions, anxiety or uncer 
tainties associated with the 
voting process. By offering 
a hands-on experience, the 
dummy ballot unit endeav 
ours to foster maximum voter 

participation. 
Expressing appreciation 

for IT Guwahatis pioneering 
initiative, Keerthi Jalli, Dep 
uty Commissioner of Kam 
rup, Guwahati, Assam, said, 
"We commend IIT Guwahati 
for their collaboration and 
Swift design and manufac 
turing of this highly practical 

OUR CORRESPONDENT 

ndian Institute of Technology Jodh 
pur (IIT Jodhpur) and AIIMS Jodhpur 
AIIMS J) have created a robust multi 

disciplinary framework to spawn deep-tech 
innovation-based healthcare products. The 
two institutes have developed a pipeline of 
prototypes of novel medical technologies, 
developed out of joint academic programmes 
in Me�Tech, which is training future 
MedTech entrepreneurs. 

tool. It is certain to aid indi 
viduals in gaining familiar 
ity y with the 

their con 
hereby bolsta8 Process, 

fidence, and encouraging 
greater participation in dem 
ocratic practices." 

"Indian patients receive medical tech 
nologies that were created for the developed 
world and are now adapted for local needs. 
This method of introducing novel medi 
cal technologies in India needs significant 
improvement as it cannot capture the diverse 
needs of Indian patients. This collaboration 
is a step in that direction to bring about solu 
tions to cater to Indian needs. This first-of 
its-kind joint degree programme offered by 
IIT Jodhpur and AIIMS Jodhpur lets students 

Uilising cutting-edge 
3D printing technology, the 
dummy ballot unit is fab 

identify needs from real-life problems and 
create deep-tech solutions said Prof Santanu 
Chaudhary, Director, IIT Jodhpur. 

3D Printed Dummy Bollol Unit developed by IT Guwahati 

IIT Jodhpur and AlIMS Jodhpur offer 
joint programmes in medical technologies to 
students from engineering, medicine, nurs 
ing, bioengineering and allied fields. Students 
from these diverse backgrounds are men 
tored through three phases of this academic 
programme: Identify, invent, and implement. 
in the last phase of implementation, the stu 
dents earn Biodesign fellowships, Prayas 
grants, and startup seed support to build 

enterprises. 

front sldo 

ricated from PLA (polylac 
tic acid), a biodegradable 
and eco-friendly material 
derived from corn starch. In 
a remarkable feat, research 
ers at IIT Guwahati designed 
and manufactured the device 

within just 48 hours, incor 
porating interactive features 

such a5 sr to assist 
users during the voting pro 

Prof Ajeet Kumar, 
Assistant Professor at IIT 
Guwahati, stated, "With its 
interactive features and bio 
degradable material, this 

innovative tool will 
serve as a valuatble 

resource in edu 
cating citizens 
about the vot 
ing process. 
Our team at 
IIT Guwa 
hati takes 
pride in hay 

ing designed 
a solution that 

will empower peo 
ple to participate in 

The use of PLA ensures that democracy with confidence" 

IT Jodhpur &AIMS Jodhpur unite for medical marnvels EFMD Indian Symposium 2024 held at lIM Lucknow 

Back slde 

cess. This ini 
tiative marks 
the first 
of-its-kind 
endeay 

our in India 
by the IIT 
Guwahati 
team to develop 
a 3D printed 
dummy ballot unit. 

OUR CORRESPONDENT 

ndian Institute of Management Luc 

the dummy ballot unit is not 
only environmentally sus 
tainable but also reusable, 
contributing to sustainable 
practices in voter education 
initiatives. 

know recently hosted the 2024 European 
Foundation for Management Develop 

ment (EFMD) Indian Symposium. Themed 
'Beyond Borders: Elevaling the Visibility 
of Indian Business Schools through EFMD 
Global Accreditation, the symposium con 

ers and experts vened distinguished leaders 
from the global management education 
community to engage in discussions and 
deliberations on various facets of manage 
ment education and accreditation. 

This 
device aims 
to dispel any 

apprehensions, anxiety 
or uncertainties 

associated with the 
voting process 

Prof Archana Shukla, director-in-charge, 
IIM Lucknow, highlighted the significance of 
hosting the 2024 EFMD Symposium amidst 
India's growing prominence in the global 
economy. Prof Shukla underscored the vital 
contribution of Indian Business Schools 
in propelling this growth trajectory. She 
expressed her anticipation for the discus 
sions at the 2024 EFMD Indian Symposium 

at IIM Lucknow, which will further enhance 
efforts in fostering a diverse and globally 
engaged community, creating a significant 
impact. The sympotablishment of the 

achieveda notewor 
thy milestone with the 
Indian Business Council. 

Nishit Jain, Special Advisor at EFMD 
Global Network Asia, said, "The establish 
ment of the Indian Business Council.will 
prioritise youth involvement through vari 
ous networks, conferences, and events, 
emphasising research excellence and social 
responsibility" 

IT Madras to hold global 
hyperioop competion in 2025 

This mode of transtport is collision-free, 
and moves at twice the speed of a plane 

OUR CORRESPONDENT 

IT Madras organised a 
Global Hyperloop Con 

Lference recently. Titled 
Parivahan, the confer 
ence aimed to introduce 
the futuristic concept of 
Hyperloop to India, provid 

global platform for ing a 
innovative teams. It show 
cased Hyperloop concepts 
worldwide, fostering a 
transformative spirit among 
young minds in the field of 
transportation. 

Parivahan -
The Global 

Hyperloop 
Conference 
(GHC) will 
mark India's 
first-ever 
international 
conference on 
innovative trans 
portation. The con 
ference brought t together 
leading companies, vision 
ary speakers, and Hyperloop 
teams, who shared their 
vision of Hyperloop as a s 
tainable future transporta 
tion system. 

Sus 

and potentially allowing the 
pod to reach speeds up to 
Mach 1.0. 

Often referred to as 
the 'fifth mode of trans 

s a high port; Hyperloop is a 
speed transportation system 
for long-distance travel. It 
involves an electromagneti 
cally levitating pod within 
a vacuum tube thus elimi 
nating friction and air drag 

This mode of transport 
will be marked by its immu 
nity to weather, collision 
free commute which can 
move at twice the speed of a 
plane, with low power con 
sumption and energy stor 
age for 24-hour operations. 
Overall, the Hyperloop will 
be a sustainable mode of 

Hyperloop 
isa high-speed 
transportation 

system for 
long-distance 

travel 

"From reducing travel 
time between cities to 

enhancing con 
nectivity and 

unlocking eco 
nomic oppor 
tunities, 

Hyperloop 
has the power 
to reshape our 

world in pro 
found ways," said 

Jaya Varma Sinha, 
CEO, Ministry of Rail 

ways. She also announced 
the 'Global Hyperloop Com 
petition' will be organised by 
irT Madras in January 2025. 

The vision of this Global 
Hyperloop Conference is 
to have remote cities seamn 
lessly connected, providing 
the world with transporta 

t and tion that is both 
sustainable, characterized 
by high-speed connectivity 

while significantly reducing 
the negative impact on the 
environment. mi 

i and light as 
output 

transportation. 
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Students take 
part in engineering 
entrance exam 
PNS NEW DELHI 

T'he SRM Joint 
for Examinations 

Engineering (SRMJEEE) 2024 
Phase I for admission to 
B.Tech and Integrated M.Tech 
programmes of SRM Institute 
of `cience and Technology 
SRMIST (Kattankulathur, 
Ramapuram, Vadapalani, 
Ghaziabad, and Tiruchirapalli 
campuses), SRM University 

- Andhra Pradesh was held 
from 20th April to 23nd April 
2024. 
The examination was 
conducted in Remote 
Proctored Online Mode 
(RPOM), where students took 
part in the examination from 
their comfort of their homes 
through their laptop or 
desktop. Students from all over 
India and rest of the world 
took part in SRMJEEE. The 
examinations was conducted 
in 3 slots per day on April 20th, 
21st, 22nd and 23rd. The slot 
booking for the same was held 
on April 16th, 17th and the 

mock test was conducted on 
18th April to help students 
familiarise with RPÔM. QY 

Sonepat and SRM University 
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AIM sees 20 per cert growth in 
registrations for MAT entrance exam 
PTI MUMBAI 

Il India Management 
AAssociation, a federation 
of Local Management 
Associations (LMAs), has 
witnessed a 20 per cent 
growth in registration for 
MAT (management aptitude 
test) in 2023 compared to 
the pre-Covid year. 
MAT has actively expanded 
its test centers across the 
country making the 

examination more accessible 
to aspiring candidates and 
increasing the number of 
locations where the test is 
conducted, eliminating 
geographical barriers, which 
allowed students from 
diverse regions 
participate. 
"This strategic expansion 
has undoubtedly 
contributed to the 
significant rise in the 
applicant count. MAT has 
seen a significant 20 per cent 
growth in candidate 
registrations post-Covid. 
"There has been a rise in the 
number of women 

A 

to 

women candidates in 2023, 
there is growth of of 
approximately 3 per cent 
compared to 2019 AIMA 
Director Daljeet Singh told Director Daljeet Singh told 

There has also been a 3 per 
cent growth in registration cent growth in registration 
by women candidates for 
MAT last year compared to 
2019. The rise in popularity 
of MAT has led to an 

increasing number of 
registrations in tier II and III 
cities. 
"Providing candidates from 
tier II and III cities an 
opportunity to pursue their 
management dream from B 
Schools of choice has also 
played a part in increase in 
M¤T popularity and 
registrations. 

There 
m 

is 
e 

participation 
of candidates 
from smaller 
c it i e 

including 
Agra, Asansol. 
Aurangabad, 
Balasore, 
Bhi l a i 
Darbh anga, 

Durgapur, Durg, 
Ernakulam, Erode, Salem 
among others" he said. 
The growth was notable in 
southern states like Tamil 
Nadu (52 per cent), 
Karnataka (22 per cent), an 
Kerala (20 per cent), as well 
as in states like West Bengal 
(15 per cent), Uttar Pradesh 
(8 per cent), and Bihar (4 
per cent). 
Top B-Schools participation 

MAT and acceptance of 
its score for MBA (Master of 
Business Administration) 
and PGDM (Post Graduate 
Diploma in Management) 
admissions has further 
contributed significantly for 
surge in candidate 
registrations and MAT 
popularity, he added. gio 

candidates registering for 
MAT. With 45 per cent of 

PTI. 
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VIT AP 
University 
honoured 

TSuccess review 

AWARDS 
NIGHI 

April 2z02 
1g Diamo 

Spieon 

Amaravati: 
University proudly announces 
its receipt of the esteemed CSR 
Outstanding University in 
Education Excellence Award 
for the year 2024. 
accolade, bestowed by 
Competition Success Review 
(CSR), a revered publication 
with a legacy of more than 60 
years in India, recognizes VIT 
AP University's relentless 
commitment to academic 

VIT-AP 

This 

VIT-AP University's selection 
for the CSR Óutstanding 
University in Education 
Excellence Award underscores 
its dedication to fostering å culture of learning, innovation, and societal impact. Qr0 PNS 

excellence and holistic 
development. 
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Dire state ofschools 
Haryana must rationalise staff, fll posts 

VER the past year, a series of reports 
in The Tribune has shed light on the 
dire state of government schools in 
Haryana. As per the latest findings, 
19 government schools in the state 

are without students, while a staggering 3,148 
schools have less than 50 each. Also, 811 schools 
are being run by a lone teacher. These deficiencies 
raise serious questions about access to education 
for children across the state. 

The infrastructure in somne schools tells a similarly 
grim story. Essential facilities such as science labs, 
technological resources and skill education labs 
remain woefully inadequate. The lack of smart class 
rooms exacerbates the problem. A high number of 
vacancies in institutions such as Kasturba Gandhi Bali 
ka Vidyalayas, the State Council of Education 
Research and Training and the District Institutes of 
Education and Training underscores the systemic chal 
lenges. These gaps undermine eforts to improve 
teaching standards. Other problems, such as children 
studying in an unsafe, condemned building and over 
500 government schools showing poor board results in 
2022, also highlight the urgent need for intervention. 
The safety and wellbeing of students cannot be com 
promised; the subpar academic outcomes, as revealed 
by the Annual Status of Education Report (ASER), 
demand immediate remedial action. 

Rationalising manpower, prioritising infrastruc 
ture development, filling vacant posts and ensuring a 
healthy learning environment are essential to turn the 
tide. Failure to do so will deprive the children of their 
right to quality education and hinde; the socio-eco 
nomic development of the state. 6 
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