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CBSE to conduct open-book
exams trials for Classes 9-12
Normalisation of scores
to end for CUET-UG: UGC

AGE CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, FEB. 22

The Central Board of
Secondary Education
(CBSE) is planning a pilot
run of open-book exams
(OBE) in selected schools
for Classes 9 to 12 later
this year, according to offi-
cials.

The idea was floated in
the last governing body
meeting of the board in
December 2023.

Officials, however, said
there is no plan to adopt
the format in Class 10 and
12 board exams.

“The CBSE is planning a
pilot run of open-book
assessments in selected
schools, targeting subjects
English, mathematics, and
science for Classes 9 and 10
and English, mathematics,
and biology for Classes 11
and 12. The aim is to gauge
the time taken by students
to complete these tests and
gather feedback from
stakeholders.

“The plan is in line with
recommendations made in
the National Curriculum
Framework (NCF). These
tests would undergo a
pilot phase in schools to
evaluate various aspects
such as completion time,
suitability for formative
and summative assess-
ment, and stakeholders’
perceptions,” a senior
board official said.

In an open-book exam,
students are allowed to
carry their notes, text-
hooks, or other study
materials and refer to
them during the exam.

The pilot will be focused
on assessing higher-order
thinking skills, applica-
tion, analysis, critical and
creative  thinking, and
problem-solving abilities.

While the design, devel
opment, and

open-book tests are pro
. posed to be completed by

review of

AGE CORRESPONDENT
with agency inputs
NEW DELHI, FEB. 22

Normalisation of scores
for the Common
University Entrance Test
(CUET)-UG is likely to be
done away with this year,
with the National Testing

- Agency planning a rejig of

the crucial exam for its
third edition.

The exam, which is
spread over a month, is
likely to be conducted in a
shorter duration as the
agency is contemplating a
hybrid mode, including
OMR sheets and a com-
puter-based test. The
move will also ensure that
most of the students get a
chance to take the exam in
a city of their choice.

University Grants
Commission chairman M
Jagadesh Kumar told a
news agency: The NTA is
working on the possibility
of conducting papers with
a large registration in the
OMR mode. This will help
us choose a large number
of §cho_ols as test centres.
This will ensure that the
students will get a centre
within their town or city
and do not have to travel
to faraway places.”

Mr Kumar said;

Adopting the pen-and-

paper mode for subjects
with a large registration
and a computer-based test
for papers with a smaller
registration will ensure
that the CUET-UG can be
conducted in a shorter
duration unlike in the last
two years. The hybrid
mode promotes equal
opportunities for all,
ensuring that geographi-
cal constraints do not hin-
der the students’ educa-
tional aspirations in rural
and remote areas.” He
said conducting the exam
for a subject on a single
day will eliminate the
need for normalisation of
scores. :

The UGC chairman said:
“For the last two years, we
had to conduct the test for
the same paper over a
period of two or three
days in our endeavour to
provide the first-choice
centre to the students as
much as possible. But this
year, by adopting the OMR
mode, a large number of
centres will be available
at schools and colleges,
enabling us to conduct the
test across the country on
the same day... If the test
is conducted on multiple
days for the same paper
normalisation is required
and it is a scientific
method.”

ane 2024, the pilot testing
(‘)f the materials in schoolg
IS being planned for
N‘(‘)'v‘cx1‘1ber-l)ecember 2024

lhp method could Nbb
used in internal exams to
promote innovative think-
g among students
Uoqum; it is only in ;l\n'
ideation phase and there is
no plan to adopt the (')Bl:l

format in the CBSE Class
10 and 12 board examina-
tion,” the ofticial said.

The CBSE had previous-
ly experimented with an
open text-based assess-
ment (OTBA) tformat for
the year-end exams of
Classes 9 and 11 for three
years from 2014-15 to 2016-
17. Qi
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Sports Infra Worth=3K cr Established
Under Khelo India: Anurag Thakur

Noida: Sports minister Anurag Tha- fortraining,accommodation, diet,and
kur on Thursday said that over 300 amonthly allowance. “Over 300 sport-
sporting infrastructure projects ing infrastructure projects worth
worth %3,000 crore have been Z3,000 crore havebeen establish-
established undertheKheloIn- § ¥ cd under the Khelo India um-
dia umbrella. T ¢ brella,” the minister was quot-

Thakur added thatKheloIndia § ~ cd as saying in a press state-
and Target Olympics Podium /¢S ment. “Even the Target Olym-
Scheme(TOPS)had "revolution- }{ 78S pic Podium Scheme (TOPS)has
ised" the sports landscape in In- S | transformed, providing ath-
dia. The minister, while virtual- letes with foreign exposure,
ly addressing studentsof aprivateuni- training, and world-class coaching
versity in Greater Noida, also de- apart from financial support to the
scribped how the Khelo India tuneof 325,000-50,000per monthasout-
programme annually adds 1,000 new of-pocket allowance,” Thakur told stu-
athletes, providing them with funding dents. PTI e <
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IIT Delhi death

HINDU, 23 FEBRUARY 2024 |

s: students flag social

alienation faced by marginalised
castes, seek awareness workshops

Alisha Dutta
NEW DELHI

Close to a week after a final-
year M.Tech student at In-
dian Institute of Technolo-
gy, Delhi, was found dead in
his hostel room, students
organised an open house
discussion with the director
of the institute to flag con-
cerns impacting their men-
tal health.

Students enrolled in un-
dergraduate, M.Tech and
PhD courses submitted
three different demands
drafts to Director Rangan
Banerjee, highlighting spec-
ific issues and the possible
solutions that could be pro-
vided by the institute.

The submissions pointed

out the glaring social aliena-

tion faced by students, es-
pecially those coming from

'marginalised caste back-
grounds.

At least 238 M.Tech stu-
dents of the 560 respon-
dents have said that they
face social isolation while 74

At least 238 M.Tech
students of the 560
respondents have
said that they face
social isolation

have stated that they are
gravely impacted by identi-
ty-based discrimination. As
many as 192 students have
said that inappropriate fa-
culty behaviour has affect-
ed their mental health.

PhD students have de-
manded mandatory mental
health awareness work-
shops for faculty and stu-
dents. “The institute should

include more trained, se- .

nior and experienced coun-
sellors,” the draft of the de-
mand stated.

An M.Tech student, on
the condition of anonymity,
told The Hindu that in light
of the four deaths in the
past one year, the students
demanded the formation of
a comimittee comprising
one student representative,

a professor, a retired IPS of-
ficer, a retired IAS officer
and a retired judge, to in-
vestigate the past cases of
death by suicide and pro-
vide tentative timelines for
the publication of the out-
comes of the study.

Another student from
the Textiles Department
said that Mr. Banerjee as-
sured the students to look
into the demands submit-
ted by them. “He assured us
that he will set up a meeting
with student representa-
tives from undergraduate,
M.Tech and PhD courses
within two weeks to discuss
how well students’ mental
health issues can be sup-
ported,” added the student.

Officials from the NT-D
administration refused to
comment- on the matter
when The Hindu reached
out to them.

Those in distress may con-
tact Sanjivini, Society for
Mental Health suicide pre-
vention helpline 0O11-
40769002. ™
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CBSE disc
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usses open-book

exams for Classes 9 to 12

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

After the Central Board of
Secondary
(CBSE) proposed to create
open-book tests for stu-
dents of Classes 9 to 12 in
English, Science, Mathe-
matics and Biology from
this year, members of the
CBSE governing body dis-
cussed the issue recently.

Open-book tests allow
students to access. books
while appearing for the
examinations.

The CBSE has said these
tests would undergo a pilot
phase in schools to eval-
uate various aspects such
as completion time, suita-
bility for formative and
summative  assessment,
and perceptions of stake-
holders. It has proposed
the timeline for design, de-
velopment, and the review
of open book tests by June.
This will be followed by pi-
lot testing of materials in

Education

schools in November and
December.

- The CBSE has said that
open-book tests would fo-

cus on higher-order think-

ing skills, application, ana-
lysis, critical and creative
thinking, and
problem-solving.

Training teachers

Members of the governing
body contemplated this
proposal and raised quer-
ies on the CBSE’s strategy

for training teachers to en-

dorse open-book assess-
ments among students.

One member stressed
the importance of the
CBSE’s preparedness to
confront unprecedented
challenges that might arise
during this endeavour and
sought clarification regard-
ing the type of content the
CBSE plans to develop for
this test.

The CBSE sald that
open-book tests would
comprise visual aids, di-

verging from curriculum-

linked case-based ques-

tions to explore content
beyond the syllabi.
However, members of
the governing body ack-
nowledged that there were
challenges persisting in de-
veloping high-quality tex-
tual materials, ensuring
student  understanding
and acceptance of this new
assessment method.
Members warned that it
should not make schools

~anxious or foster tense
environments.
One member even sug- |

gested that teachers could
first take open-book tests

to grasp the potential for -

multiple answers in open-
book exam questions.
Another member said ad-
vanced placement exams
of U.S. college entrance
had a high amount of ques-
tion clarity and quality, ad-
vocating for a similar high
standard in open book ex-
amination content. <
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Decks cleared for Delhi govt
to take over medical college

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Delhi high court
has vacated its stay restraining
the Delhi government from tak-
ing over the administrative con-
trol of the University College of
Medical Sciences (UCMS).

The court was of the view that
the non-implementation of the
Centre’s August 2005 decision
of bringing UCMS block and
Guru Teg Bahadur (GTB) Hospi-
tal under the unified control of
the Delhi government acted
against public interest (i.e.,
patients and students), and only
focussed to serve the private
interest of the employees and
staff of the institution.

“The adverse and detrimental
effect of the aforesaid tussle of
control between DU (Delhi Uni-
versity) and GNCTD (Govern-

 ment of National Capital Terri-
'~ tory of Delhi) leading to lack of

essential infrastructure has
~ directly affected the quality of

medical services at GTB. We are
of the considered opinion that
the non-implementation of the
cabinet decision at the instance
of the petitioners herein (who
have a tacit support of Respond-
ent No. 4, DU) has acted against
public interest (i.e., patients and
students) and is only focusing to
serve the private interest of the
employees and the staff of

UCMS,” a bench led by acting
chief justice Manmohan said in
the February 19 verdict.

The court was considering a
batch of pleas, filed by the asso-
ciations consisting of teaching
and non-teaching staff of UCMS,
challenging the Delhi govern-
ment’s September 30, 2016 order
calling upon DU to hand over the
complete administrative and
financial control of UCMS to
Delhi government. In the plea,
the staff said that the order disre-
garded the service conditions
agreed to and prescribed by DU
for the staff.

However, the high court in
November 2016 stayed the Delhi
government’s September 30,
2016 order.

To be sure, UCMS is currently
under the dual administration
since its mother hospital, GTB,
falls under the Delhi govern-
ment, but the medical college is
funded by the Union govern-
ment’s human resource develop-
ment ministry.

“The undertaking of the joint
secretary with department of
health and family welfare
department, GNCTD given
before this court that all requi-
site funds required for UCMS
will be made available and bud-
get will not be an issue is
accepted by this court and taken
on record. GNCTD is bound
down to the said undertaking,”

the court said in the order
uploaded on Thursday.

The Delhi university, appear-
ing through senior advocate
Monika Arora, submitted that
the varsity had serious concerns
about paucity of funds with the
Delhi government. She submit-
ted that though the annual
expenditure of UCMS for
2023-24 was 3280 crore, the
Delhi government’s budgetary
allocation towards the medical
college was inadequate for pay-
ment of salaries at the college.

The Union ministry of health
and family welfare, appearing
through advocate Kirtiman
Singh, submitted that since
health was primarily a state sub-
ject, it would be appropriate for
the Delhi government to take
over UCMS and run both the col-
lege as well as the hospital.

The Delhi government,
appearing through its additional
standing counsel, Sameer
Vashisht submitted that the gov-
ernment had sufficient and ade-
quate budgetary provision for
taking over UCMS and that the
budget allocation has been in
existence since 2015-16.

Assuring the court of the infu-
sion of sufficient amounts, the
counsel also submitted in an afti-
favit that the government would

initially p[it in 250 crore, which
is necessary for functioning of
the college.  \axx
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NCERT’s new mo

Fareeha Iftikhar
fareeha.iftikhar@htdigital.in

NEW DELHI: Make In India,
Startup India, Swachhata Hi
Seva, Swadeshi Apnao - a string
of programmes initiated by the

_Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)-led
Centre as part of its “Viksit Bha-
rat” programme have made their
way into school reading material
for Classes 1-12, as part of an ini-
tiative aimed at “making stu-
dents aware about the country’s
achievements” and to instil in
them “a sense of pride”, said offi-
cials aware of the matter.

The topics are part of the
National Council of Educational
Research and Training's
(NCERT) supplementary mod-
ule, known simply as “Viksit
Bharat”, said the officials cited
above, adding that it is now a
part of study materials in
schools that prescribe to the
council’s syllabus.

“The present government has
given ‘Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikas
and Sabka Vishwas’ message to

IH_WDUSTA%I TIMES, 23 FEBRUARY 2024

THE MODULE HAS
BEEN DESIGNED TO
HIGHLIGHT INDIA’S
SIGNIFICANT
ACHIEVEMENTS IN
VARIOUS SECTORS,
AN OFFICIAL SAID

125 crore (1.25 billion) Indians, to
help them move forward with
self-confidence, and self-reli-
ance,” says a line from the mod-
ule. According to a senior
NCERT official who asked not to
be named, the module has also
been designed with the aspira-
tion of integrating “significant
achievements of the country into
the school curriculum as supple-
mentary reading.”

“These manuals are not part
of the curriculum. It is an effort
to make students aware about
the achievements of their coun-
try and make them feel proud
about it,” said the official.

The module, a copy of which

HT has seen, is the fourth in a
series of special supplementary
reading material prepared by
NCERT.

The agency earlier released
modules on the Centre’s Nari
Shakti Vandan programme, the
Chandrayaan-3 space mission,
and India’s G20 presidency.

The module has been divided
into five units that deal with sep-
arate themes, including “Swach-
hata Hi Seva” (cleanliness is ser-
vice), “Swadeshi Apnao” (Adopt
local products), the role of differ-
ently abled people in India’s
progress, “Startup — An engine of
development during Amrit
Kaal”, and “A step towards a
developed India”.

Officials said the module will
also highlight the Centre’s flag-
ship Swachh Bharat Mission,
and emphasise that under the
programme, the central govern-
ment pays eligible households a
12,000 subsidy to build t01lets
in their homes.

Highlighting the govern-
ment’s “Make in India” pro-

duleto uphkold ‘Viksit Bharat

gramme, the module says:
“Under the campaign, we will
establish more and more indus-
tries in our country and trade
more and more goods. Today, we

have the honour of being ranked |
fifth in the list of the world’s |

largest economies.”

Almost a primer on the pro-
grammes floated by the BJP in
its decade in power, the module
also outlines the impact of the
“Startup India” initiative.

“The programme aims to pro-
mote innovation in the country
and on a large scale. This is a
positive step to increase employ-
ment opportunities,” the manual
highlights.

It also touches on a line of |

other government schemes,
including the “Pradhan Mantri
Jan Dhan Yojana”, the “Ayush-

man Bharat” and the Pradhan |

Mantri Awas Yojna.

“Today, India has a strong |

identity at the international

level. Today the Indian flag is |

once again flying across the
world,” the manual further says.
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Jadavpur University rag

[

SWEETY KUMARI
KOLKATA FEBRUARY 22

CLUTCHING A cellphone, its
shattered screen lighting up oc-
casionally to reveal his son's pho-
tograph, and a bag of case docu-
ments, the 56-year-old walks
into the courtroom of the
Calcutta High Court. He doesn't
siton any of the benches, instead
shuffles along to the far end,
within earshot of the judges,
craning his neck to listen every
time the Bench passes on a di-
rection to the lawyers.

Six months after his 17-year-
old son died by suicide at
Jadavpur University after being
allegedly by seniors, heis
a broken father, but is deter-
mined not to give up. “I can’t
sleep properly, eat properly, my
life is surrounded by lawyers,
courts and papers. But I am not
tired. [ will keep coming backun-
til | get justice,” he says, his hands
clasped and his eyes clouded
o @4 en——

INDIAN EXPRESS 23 FEBRUARY 2024

with tears. of the building around 11.49
The Kolkata Police arrested
Wha,t was the Jadavpur 12accused, six of them students
ragging case? at the university and the others
On the night of August 9, fonner students who had
2023, the 17-y« 1d fell to his inued to occupy the hostels.
death from a balcony of one of Pohce filed a case and charged
the hostel buildings in Jadavpur  the 12 accused under sections of
University. A police investigation  the Protection of Children from
revealed that minutes earlier,the ~ Sexual Offences Act(POCSO)and
boy was “disrobed, bullied and ~ Section 305 of the IPC related to
abused with homosexual slurs”.  abetment to suicide of a minor,
According tothe policeinves-  among other charges.
tigation, around 9 pm on August “We have evidence that he
9, the boy was summoned from  was sexually abused, forced to
his room to another roomona  strip and the charges have been

floor of the hostel building by his
seniors, who then asked him to
walk down the corridor.

While he was walking, he
was allegedly disrobed. In a bid
to escape, the boy had run from
one room to the other and tried
to lock himself in one of these,
but couldn’t as his seniors
chased him. This continued un-
til 11 pm.

According to the investiga-
tors, the boy fell from a balcony

-

framed accordingly,” a police of-
ficer said.

‘My wife is mentally
broken’

On February 19 this year, the
High Court assembled to hear a
bail petition filed by.one of the
accused. But with the court
pointing out that the accused
cannot be released on bail when
the investigation is at a prelimi-
nary stage, the defence side

g deathrand father’s lonely battle for justice

withdrew the application.
Minutes after the hearing
concluded, the 56-year-old,
wearing a stained T-shirt and
trousers, sat down at a roadside
shackoutside the court complex
for a cup of tea - his first of the
day. He had woken up at 5 am,
left his home in Nadia district at
730 am to be able to make it to
Kolkata for the 10 am hearing.
Aclerkatabankin Nadia, he
says he makes these journeys at

Illustration: Suvajit Dey

least twice amonth - sometimes
to the POCSO court that’s hear-
ingthe abetment tosuicide case,
sometimes to the Calcutta High
Court for bail hearings.

After their son’s death, his
wife, who worked as an angan-
wadi worker, was “too shat-
tered" to do field work and the
state government gave her a
desk job on compassionate

grounds.
She now works as an atten-
B B ==

dantina hospital. “I want her to
stay busy, but she is mentally
broken.It's adaily battle to push
her to go to work everyday. 1 cry
in the bathroom, sometimes
when everyone is asleep,” he
says.

“I have lost everything, my
world is shattered... For every-
one else, my son’s death was a
topic of discussion for a few
months, after which they have
all forgotten about him. I am
now left all alone fighting this
battle. My wife is on anti-depres-
sant pills. My younger son some-
how managed to complete his
exams this month. But now I
don’t want him to score great
marks and see big dreams. | have
paid a price for all that already.
My son was a science student
whose love for Bengali literature
brought him to Jadavpur But
thenitall ended he says.

Afewki from the tea

year-old's death is now largely
subdued. While CCTV cameras

1 say ragging has completely
stopped in the university, it

were installed at nine spotson  would be wrong,” Sau told The

the campus, thereisstillnonein  Indian Express.

the hostel corridor where the 17- Backin the courtroom, the fa-

year-old was allegedly abused.  ther believes his son died to ful-
AT fil a larger purpose. His phone

Ve V,Vlll be wrong tosay rings, the ring tune is a shloka

ragging has stopped from the Bhagavad Gita - Yada
In his office in Jadavpur yadahidharmasyaglanirbhavat

University, Interim Vice bharata/

Chancellor Dr Buddhadeb Sau  Abhyth Tasya tadat-

admits that he continues tore-  manam srij

ceive complamrs of ragging from
students. “As per the UGC's
guidelines, after the incident, we
even moved the freshers to a
separate building, away from the
seniors. But ragging happens in
many forms - from something
as serious as what happened in
this case to seen'unglyumocuous
ones, like a senior asking a jun-
ior to fetch something. In fact,
you need separate buildings,

shack where the father sat
hunched, atJadavpur University,
the uproar triggered by the 17-

y ise, to tackle ragging and
for that, you need a permanent
VC, funds etc. I still receive com-
plaints from junior students.... If

“This verse gives me the
power to fight this battle. It
means, whenever evil flourishes,
God takes the human form to de-
stroy it. This happens in every
yuga.. My son’s death was fora
purpose - it will end the ragging
culture in the institute. I will
keep coming back to the courts
to make sure that the accused
get the highest level of punish-
ment, not only for killing my son
but for killing the dreams of so
many other boys like him who
move out of their homes to
study” &
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