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Knowledge Econormy
Means Student Safety

Reputation matters. What happened last week when five stu-
dents from several African countries, Afghanistan and Uzbe-
kistan were reportedly beaten up inside Gujarat University
for allegedly offering namaz'‘may be an unfortunate flash in
thepan. Butthe way foreignersmake asnapjudgementof aco-
untry based on their first experiences after stepping out of an
airport, countries, too,leave alingering impression by how fo-
reign guests are treated on their institutions and campuses.
Sofar, five perps have been arrested. MEA is in touch with the
state government, and has promised strict action against all
attackers. This is welcome and necessary.
India aims to enrol half a million international students in
— higher education by 2047 as part of its
e ‘Study in India’ programme. While quali-
ty of education matters, so does safety of
.. students. Racist/communal attacks like
A theone in Gujarat hamper India’s plan to
~1, beaknowledge economy. It alsonixes dee-
U per engagement that Gol is trying to craft
© with countries in Africa, Central and
Western Asia. Indian students also benefit from having per-
sonsfrom different cultures in their midst. This provides them
a chance to know the world and make it their home one day.
The same way India expects its scholars tobe treated with re-
spect abroad, and campuses having a zero-tolerance for racist
attacksin, say, the US or Australia, it, too, should be intolerant
of racism and communalism in its learning centres. Being oc-
casional victims must provide no excuse to provideroomtobe
occasional perpetrators. Ensuring safe, open and diverse edu-
cation campuses is central to liberal societies, especially tho-

seaspiringtobeseenas ‘developed’. Every university admini-
stration must ensure that every student is safe. Zﬂ ¢
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Invest over

$1b in India’s Educational Infra

Investment firm plans to deploy capital across top cities over next 3-4 years, says top exec

Kallash.Babar@timesgroup.com

Mumbai: Investment and asset ma-
nagement firm Alta Capital is loo-
king to invest more than $1 billion in
top cities across India over the next
3-4 years as it sharpens its focus on
the country’s rapidly growing edu-
cational infrastructure, said a top
company official.

The firm has already invested over
$1 billion across warehousing, ma-
naged workspaces, student housing
and educational infrastructure bu-
sinesses in less than a year of opera-
tions till December, which also mar-
ked its purchase of education in-
frastructure development services
company Cappella Educore for $200
million. Alta Capital had earlier ac-
quired Goldman Sachs’ and War-
burg Pincus’ 100% stake in student
housing platform Good Host Spaces
for $320 million in the largest-ever
student housing deal in the country.

“We are planning to invest $1 bil-
lion inIndia's burgeoningeducation
infrastructure sector in the next 3-4
years. The market for quality educa-
tion is worth $16 billion in India and
isgrowingat10% annually given the

“importance attached to education

Catching them Young

$1bi|||0l‘l already invested
in warehousing, managed
workspaces, student housing, etc
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Educational infra
across 6 major cities

HEV DRIVER

ORising | @Growing demand
population | for quality education

and skill development. This speaks
volumes about the market size and
need for private capital to shape the
future of education,” Siddhartha
Gupta, founder and managing part-
ner; Alta Capital, told ET.

There is a renewed interest in in-
vesting in the Indian educational
sector. With a rising population
and growing demand for quality
education, both private and insti-
tutional investors are flocking to
capitalise on this lucrative sector.
Government initiatives to promo-
teeducation and skill development
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The market for quality education is worth $16 b in
India and s growing at 10% annually given the
importance attached to education and skill development

. SIDDHARTHA GUPTA | Founder, Alta Capital

BHAVIN G

have further fuelled the attractive-
nessof investingineducational in-
frastructure.

Alta Capital will use the Good Host
Spaces’ platform to acquire new
educational infrastructure assets
with its planned investment. The in-
vestment will be made through glo-
bal private equity firm Hillhouse In-
vestments’ subsidiary Rava Part-
ners that raised a more than $2.7 bil-
lion fund in 2023 to invest in real
estate assets in Asia.

Founded by Gupta, former MD of
BlackstoneIndia, Alta Capisthesole

operating partner of Rava in India.

The firm’s current asset portfolio
in educational infrastructure spans
six major Indian cities with over 5
million sq ft covering 45,000 stu-
dents. Of this, Cappella has 13 scho-
ols in Bangalore and Hyderabad
with 2million sq ft assets with 25,000
students. Good Host Spaces has 3
million sq ft with 20,000 beds across
four universities.

“One out of every five students go-
ing to school is an Indian in the cur-
rent scenario. Around 500 million
students are seeking educational
support and of which, 300 million
are receiving the same. Out of this,
less than 1% or 2.5 million is our tar-
get market who seek quality educa-
tion in private schools,” Gupta said,
highlighting the market potential.

Apart from focusing on educatio-
nal infrastructure, Alta Capital will
also continue to support its existing
investment themes including ware-
housing and managed workspaces,
he added.

It hassofarinvested $200 million in
Pragati Warehousing and $325 mil-
lion in managed workspace provi-
der Table Space in addition to its ac-
quisitions of Good Host Spaces and
Cappella Educore. g
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MoB ON CAMPUS

Best universities in the world foster freedom., Attack on foreign
students in Gujarat University belies NEP2020's promise

STHEWORLD is becoming increasingly interconnected,” says the National

Education Policy (2020),it is the responsibility of institutes of higher edu-

cation to “become active promoters of more peaceful, tolerant, inclusive, se-

cure, and sustainable societies”. The attack on five foreign students on
Saturday night at Gujarat University in Ahmedabad by a mob, reportedly for offering
namaz during Ramzan, flies in the face of that commitment and promise. In videos of
the incident, about 25 young men can be seen assaulting the students, two of whom
were hospitalised. The response from the authorities has been two-toned. First, dealing
with the crime itself, the breach of law and order on campus. Two people have been ar-
rested and the Ministry of External Affairs has issued a statement saying it is in touch with
the Gujarat government on the matter. The second response, unfortunately, appears to
lay blame on the victims.

In the immediate aftermath of the attack, Vice-Chancellor Neerja Gupta has assured
the foreign students — from Sri Lanka, Turkmenistan, Afghanistan and African nations —
that they will be moved to a different hostel. That this has become necessary for their
safety is disturbing. But the VC's worgls also appear to rule out the possibility of an intro-
spection on how and why the students were attacked: “They are foreign students and
when they go to foreign countries there is a need to be culturally sensitive. From this in-
cident it has emerged that there is still a need for cultural orientation.” The onus of being
“culturally sensitive”, especially in terms of religious and cultural practices, has been put
on the foreign students. It would seem, in this framing, that the mob that attacked them
has been let off far too lightly.

The best universities in the world are spaces that, first and foremost, foster freedom.
The quality of education they offer depends crucially on the liberty of thought and free-
dom of debate that they play host to. The mob and its violence bring an enq to the free ex-
change of ideas and, by extension, the idea of the university. GujaraF University wqu'ld
do well to heed the advice of NEP 2020: To ensure “scientific temper, liberty, respf).nsmll-
ity, pluralism, equality, and justice”, it is necessary to nurture a campus tha{ lgas fulleq-
uity and inclusion as the cornerstone of all educational decisions”. L
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HC ASKS JNU TO FILE A REPLY TO THE PETITION WITHIN FOU

R WEEKS e

JNUSU poll age relaxation plea:
HC refuses to grant interim relief

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: The Delhi
High Court declined to grant
interim relief to a student seek-
ing permission to submit his
nomination and participate in
the upcoming JNU Students’
Union election until his peti-
tion to raise the maximum
age for contesting the poll is
resolved. '

Justice  Sachin Datta
observed that the deadline for
nomination submissions had
passed, and the election pro-
cess had already commenced.
He stated that it is not possible
to reverse time and allow the
petitioner to contest the poll.

The date for filing the nomi-
nation for the Jawaharlal Nehru
University Students’ Union
(JNUSU) election, which is
scheduled to be held on March
22, was March 15. The result
will be declared on March 24.

Petitioner Sudhanshu Shek-
har contested the decision of

the JNU vice chancellor, who
rejected his request to extend
the maximum age to contest
the students’ union election by
two years, as a one-time mea-
sure in view of the fact that the
election was not conducted
for over four years due to the
COVID-19 pandemic.

The high court has served
notice and asked JNU to file
a reply to the petition within
four weeks.

The plea, filed through

advocates Azad Bansala and
Prakriti Rastogi, said as a result
of the pandemic, and for one
reason or the other, despite sev-
eral requests by student bodies,
the election was not conducted
for four consecutive years.

It said merely due to the
delay and lethargy on the part
of the university, the petitioner,
who otherwise was eligible to
contest election in both the
years, 2020 and 2022, lost the
opportunity to contest and cur-

Highlights

» The Delhi HC dedlined to grant interim relief to a student
seeking permission to submit his nomination and partici-
pate in the upcoming JNU Students' Union election until his
petiiton to raise the maximum age for contesting the poll

is resolved

» Justice Sachin Datta observed that the deadline for the
nomination submissions had passed, and the election
~process had already commenced

» He state that it is not possible to reverse time and allow
the petitioner to contest the poll

» The date for filing the nomination for JNUSU election, which
is scheduled to be held on March 22, was March 15

» The high court has served notice and asked JNU to file a
reply to the petition within four weeks

rently is barred by age to file his
nominations as he 30 years and
6 months.

Due to no fault of his, the
petitioner has surpassed the
age bracket and hence, the uni-
versity and the vice chancel-
lor ought to have given an age
relaxation, it said.

The varsity issued a cir-
cular on March 7 reiterat-
ing the guidelines laid down
by the Lyngdoh Committee
and modified by the Supreme
Court according to which
the maximum age limit pre-
scribed remained 30 years for
the research scholars. ™3
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Yeorigdeok City -
Mayor visits
University of

Delhi, extends

invitation to VC

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: The University
of Delhi welcomed the Mayor
of Yeongdeok City, Korea,
Kwangyeol Kim, and his del-
egation on Monday.

They visited to express grat-
itude for a donation made by
the University’s Vice Chancel-
lor during his attendance at the
Hi-Wellness FESTA 2023 in
Korea.
 During the visit, Mayor
Kwangyeol Kim invited
the Vice Chancellor to
the Opening Ceremony of
the “Yeongdeok Interna-
fional Hi-Wellness FESTA
5024 on October 3, 2024, an
event combining traditlopal
Korean Medicine with Indian
Ayurveda.

YuDiscussions also fo_cuse_d
on potential collaboration 1n
traditional medicinal systems
between the twO countries,

S0~ the
between the insuiutlons in th
. nhear future. W )
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Tribute to Istdndianr
lebrarian o

rainware University Library organ- his warm wishes through a heartfelt video.

ised a two-day book exhibition- Dr Asitabha Das, former librarian at
cum-sale on 21-22 February. The  Kalyani University, Dr Partha Sarathi Das,
event was inaugurated by chan- assistant library and information officer

cellor Phalguni Mookhopadhayay with  from the National Library; and Arnab Nag
some insightful and thought-provoking  were present at the event along with Dr
remerks. Sankar Gangopadhyay, vice chancellor;
“Embracing technology is key and  Gour Krishna Pattanayak, profvice- chan-

we're diving into how artificial intelligence  cellor and Mahua Pal, registrar.
can revolutionize our library,” he opined. The university recently held a meet-
In this event, Brainware University ~ ing which was a ground-breaking initia-
proudly launched the book “Smriti Bismri- tive.to explore the intersection of health,
tite Harinath Dey”. This was an initiative environment, biotechnology, and entre-
taken by the university library to pay hom- p{eneurshlp. The CSIR-sponsored Green
age to an esteemed scholar, polyglot and Bio-Merge 2024 held its 1st international
the first Indian librarian of the then Imperi- conferen'ce. at Brainware University,
al Library (now National Library of India). Kolkata. Distinguished experts, researchers
and¢academicians from around the globe

Unable to be present at the event, '
Professor Nrisingha Prasad Bhaduri sent took part in the meeting.  ,p&
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Being excludéd or tratant firom
school leads to mentdl health issues

AASE VILLADSEN

n the aftermath of the pandem-

ic there has been a substantial

increase in the number of stu-

dents who are absent from
school in the UK, and children are
reporting higher levels of mental ill
health than ever before.

Research has previously shown
that exclusion (a child being
removed from school) and truancy
are linked with poor mental health.

Now, I have carried out
research with colleagues to exam-
ine whether mental health leads to
exclusion and truancy, or whether
exclusion and truancy are in fact
contributing to poor mental health
in children and adolescents.

We found that the connec-
tion goes both ways. Children
who struggled with their 4
mental health were more £
likely to later be excluded £
from school and to tru- /4
ant. And we also found /
evidence that exclu
sion and truancy /
could increase their |
mental health diffi- |
culties.

A VICIOUS CYCLE

Missing out on
school is detrimental
not only to children’s
educatianal achieve-
ment but also to their
wellbeing and overall
development. These children
miss out on important forma- "
tive interactions with their peers *
and teachers.

Being excluded from school can
have a long-term — even life-long -
impact. Research suggests that chil-
dren who have been excluded are
more likely to be unemployed and
to go to prison, as well as to have
mental health difficulties.

In our study we used nationally
representative data from more than
15,000 children born in the UK
between 2000 and 2002. The survey
collected extensive information on
participants during their childhood
and teenage years, including infor-
mation on behavioural problems,
such as aggressive behaviour, and
emotional problems involving
symptoms of anxiety and depres-
sion. It also included information on
children’s experience of school
exclusion and truancy.

Our analyses revealed that
mental health difficulties in primary
school left children more vulnera-
ble to exclusion and truancy later

when

entering sec-

ondary school. More specifically,
increases in emotional problems
heightened a-child’s chances of
being excluded in their early adoles-
cent years, and their chances of
being truant from school.

Primary school children with
worsening behavioural problems
were also more at risk of being
excluded when they reached sec-
ondary school. But, we found no
evidence that behavioural problems
increased children’s probability of
truancy.

In our study, we also discovered
that truancy and exclusion may in
turn be exacerbating mental health
problems. We showed that some of
these detrimental effects differed
according to the child’s gender. And
while some affected mental health
only in the short-term, others had a

longer lasting
impact.

For exam-
ple, boys — but
not girls - who
had been
excluded in
secondary
school went
on to have
higher levels of
depression and
 anxiety, with

effects lasting

even into late ado-
lescence after they
had left school. Both
boys and girls who had

- been excluded also went

on to have worse behavioural
problems in early adolescence
but not later in adolescence. Tru-
ants went on to have greater long-
term emotional problems, and
short-term their conduct problems
were also higher.

CHANGING THE PATTERN

Our study very clearly demon-
strates a cycle of disadvantage,
where children who were struggling
with their mental health went on to
be truant or be excluded, but at the
same time truancy and being
excluded further exacerbated their
problems, sometimes into late ado-
lescence.

This new knowledge emphasis-
es the need for prevention and
intervention for child mental health
problems. This could reduce the
number of vulnerable children
missing out on educational oppor-
tunities and also reduce further

damage to their mental health.

School-based social and emo--
tional learning programmes may
have an important role to play as
these have shown success in reduc-
ing both behavioural and emotional
problems. Sports-based pro-
grammes may be another promis-
ing avenue for keeping children
connected to school. More aware-
ness of child mental health is also
vital, even as young as primary
school age. Many children may slip
through the net: they need better
and early access to mental health
services.

It is interesting that school
exclusion was found to increase
emotional symptoms in boys, but
not in girls, in both early and late
adolescence. These symptoms gen-
erally increase much more in girls
during this developmental period.
Additional focus might be needed
on finding alternatives to excluding
boys from school.

It is particularly poignant that
despite behavioural problems not
leading to truancy, these types of
problems increased following tru-
ancy. Children’s bond with their
school seems key to reversing this
trend.

Programmes that focus on
transforming the school environ-
ment by developing student com-
mitment to learning and creating a
sense of belonging in the school, as
these can reduce truancy, could
make a significant difference here.
And later mental health problems
may also be avoided. axal

Aase Vllladsen Is senior research fellow,
Institute of Education, UCL. The article was
taken from the conversation.com)
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No-Detention Poli

IMES OF INDIA, 19 MARCH 2024

icy Scrappe

d For V, Vil

Students Must Score 25% In Mid-Term, 33% In Final Exams; No Change For Other Classes

Shreya.Ghosh@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Directorate of
Education (DoE) has remo-
ved the ‘no-detention policy’
for classes V and VIO from
theacademic session 2024-25.

According to the new rule
under the 2022 promotion poli-
cy, the students of classes V
and VIO must score 25%
marks in the mid-term exams
and 33% in the annual exams
to get promoted to the next

class. The students who fail to -

pass can takeare-exam. Those
who can’t secure 25% marks
in the re-exam, too, will be
held back in the same class,
the guidelines stated.

After Parliament abolis-
hed the no-detention policy
through an amendment to
the Right to Education (RTE)

Act 2009 in Jan 2019, Delhi
govt implemented its 2022
promotion policy last year.
On Friday, DoE instructed
all heads of govt, govt-aided
and unaided recognised pri-
vate schools in the city to fol-
low the new norms. The stu-
dents of all other classes
will still come under the ‘no-
detention policy’.

“The purpose of the poli-
cy has failed, hence its with-
drawal was necessary. Tea-
chers were expected to con-
duct comprehensive assess-
ments, butthere wasafailure
on the part of both govt and
teachers,” Ashok Agarwal,
advocate and RTE activist,
told TOI. “This failure cont-
ributed to dropouts, leading
to child labour,” he claimed.

Sudha Acharya, princi-

The students who fail to
pass can take a re-exam.
The students who can’t
secure 25% marks in the
re-exam, too, will be
held back in the same
class, states Directorate
of Education guideline

pal of ITL Public School, ho-
wever, said, “Students were
not truly focused on educa-
tion as they believed they wo-
uld be promoted to the next
class regardless of their per-
formance. Thisled tocompla-
cency among parents, stu-
dents and even teachers, re-
ducingaccountability.”

She added, “It is not true
thattheremoval of theno-de-
tention policy will increase

dropouts. Instead, now that
studentsof classes Vand VIII
must score at least 33%
marks to be promoted, they
willfeel incentivised tostrive
towards excellence.” Acha-
rya also underlined the im-
portance of support classes
and vigilance for low-achie-
ving students, along with im-
provement tests.

Regarding the admission
norms, the revised guideline
states, “A child will be admit-
ted to an age-appropriate
class based on the age crite-
ria/age relaxation” as per a
2016 circular. Accordingto it,
a child may be admitted to
Class VI if he/she possesses
a valid marksheet and scho-
ol-leaving certificate/trans-
fer certificate/migration
certificate issued by his/her

school. A child, who is 10 to
12 years old and has not
studied in Class V at any re-
cognised school, may also
apply for admission to Class
VI under RTE Act to the
head of aschoolnearhis/her
residence, who must ensure
age compliance and assess
the foundational literacy
and numeracy levels of the
applicant. The child may
then be admitted to Class VI
or placed in Class V, subject
toavailability.
Therewillbenoalteration
in the existing admission
norms for classes VII and VIII
for 2024-25. The circular sta-
ted that the admission crite-
riafor Class VII from the 2025-
26 session and for Class VIII
from the 2026-27 session will
bebased ontheabovecriteria.


Administrator
Typewritten Text
TIMES OF INDIA, 19 MARCH 2024


TIMES OF INDIA, 19 MARCH 2024

[]


Administrator
Typewritten Text
TIMES OF INDIA, 19 MARCH 2024

Administrator
Typewritten Text


ITIMES OF INDIA (P-14), 19 MARCH 2024

L]
L]


Administrator
Typewritten Text
TIMES OF INDIA (P-14), 19 MARCH 2024 

Administrator
Typewritten Text

Administrator
Typewritten Text


IHINDUSTAN, 19 MARCH 2024

L


Administrator
Typewritten Text
HINDUSTAN, 19 MARCH 2024

Administrator
Typewritten Text

Administrator
Typewritten Text


NAV BHARAT TIMES (P-8), 19 MARCH 2024

il


Administrator
Typewritten Text

Administrator
Typewritten Text
NAV BHARAT TIMES (P-8), 19 MARCH 2024 

Administrator
Typewritten Text

Administrator
Typewritten Text

Administrator
Typewritten Text

Administrator
Typewritten Text



{ "type": "Document", "isBackSide": false }


{ "type": "Document", "isBackSide": false }


{ "type": "Document", "isBackSide": false }


{ "type": "Document", "isBackSide": false }


{ "type": "Document", "isBackSide": false }


{ "type": "Document", "isBackSide": false }


{ "type": "Document", "isBackSide": false }


{ "type": "Document", "isBackSide": false }

