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No fetters

In Thug Life case, Court upholds
certified films against extra-judicial bans

Life — thespian Kamal Haasan plays the lead

role — in Karnataka, the Supreme Court of
India has unequivocally asserted a fundamental
free speech principle that certified films cannot
be stifled by protests or a recourse to “hurt senti-
ments”. Following Mr. Haasan’s comment in a
pre-launch event, that Kannada was born from
Tamil (it is factually inaccurate as both languages
have been known to share a proto-Dravidian an-
cestor), the film has faced an extra-judicial ban in
Karnataka; the Karnataka High Court had sug-
gested that he apologise. The Supreme Court’s di-
rections however repudiate this “moral” position
taken by the High Court, bringing into focus the
judiciary’s role as a guardian of due process. Af-
ter the film was certified by the CBFC, there
should be no fetters on its release, and, therefore,
the extra-judicial ban violated the rule of law. The
film certification framework, governed by the Ci-
nematograph Act, 1952 and its rules, is designed
to safeguard creativity, while maintaining a ba-

l n ensuring the screening of the film Thug

It is still not too late for India’s voice to be heard

1 June 13, 2025, the world has, once

again, witnessed the dangerous

consequences of unilateral militarism

when Israel launched a deeply
troubling and unlawful strike against Iran and its
sovereignty.

The Indian National Congress has condemned
these bombings and targeted assassinations on
Iranian soil, which represent a dangerous
escalation with grave regional and global
consequences. As with so many of Israel’s recent
actions, including its brutal and disproportionate
campaign in Gaza, this operation was executed
with utter disregard for civilian lives and regional
stability. These actions will only deepen
instability and sow the seeds of further conflict.

That such an attack should come at a time
when diplomatic efforts between Iran and the
United States were showing signs of promise
makes it all the more distressing. Five rounds of
negotiations had already taken place this year,
with a sixth that was scheduled for June. And, as
recently as in March 2025, the Director of
National Intelligence of the United States, Tulsi
Gabbard, clearly testified to Congress that Iran
was not pursuing a nuclear weapons programine,
and that its Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei had
not authorised its resumption since its
ion in 2003.

lance between constitutionally mandated free
speech and reasonable restrictions. The CBFC,
equipped to vet films with these legal standards,
is solely tasked with doing so. Amorphous groups
claiming “hurt sentiments” to intimidate a film’s
release have no role in this. Giving in to such
claims risks violating free speech rights and hurt-
ing the livelihoods of actors, artists, technicians
and workers. The top court rightly characterised
extra-judicial bans as a direct infringement on
film-makers’ constitutionally guaranteed right to
freedom of speech and expression.

By emphatically rejecting the extra-judicial ban,
the Court has reiterated its positions that maintain-
ing law and order in the face of divergent views is
the state’s responsibility. It is vital to understand
that certified and regulated freedom of speech, as
assessed by the CBFC, is distinct from hate speech,
which finds no constitutional protection and can
be legally restricted. This crucial distinction under-
scores that legitimate artistic expression, once
cleared by the designated authority, deserves state
protection. Moving forward, the Court’s directions
should pave the way for the state to provide institu-
tional safeguards against unofficial bans overriding
the CBFC’s certification and release. These could
include holding theatre owners accountable for
unwarranted cancellations of scheduled releases,
policing guidelines that distinguish lawful dissent
from illegal intimidation and also allowing for citi-
zens to watch a certified film without fear.

Quantum challenge

Administrative reform is essential for
India to make advances

cently demonstrated a key advance in

quantum cybersecurity that stands to revo-
lutionise how the world will communicate in the
future. The world’s secrets are currently stored
and communicated via channels that are protect-
ed by difficult mathematical problems. Over the
years, an increasing amount of computing power
available to certain actors has forced these pro-
blems to become difficult and nigh-uncrackable.
The imminence of quantum computing requires
this paradigm to change because quantum com-
puters can (at least on paper) solve problems cur-
rently out of reach of the most powerful conven-
tional supercomputers. Quantum cybersecurity
is one prong of this change, promising to protect
communication channels irrespective of the com-
puting power available to malicious actors. The
IIT-Delhi and DRDO team successfully demon-
strated a quantum key-distribution scheme
through one kilometre of free space on the insti-
tute’s campus. Such a technology allows two indi-
viduals (or stations) located a kilometre apart to
securely access messages they send each other. If
an eavesdropper tries to intercept any message,
instantaneous changes in the keys the individuals
use to decrypt the messages will reveal the chan-
nel has been compromised, and in a way that the
eavesdropper cannot prevent. If scaled up to in-
clude satellites, the technology could allow sta-
tions anywhere in India to exchange information
through a quantum network without fear of being
compromised.

Herein lies the rub. Quantum communications
is one of the four themes of the National Quantum
Mission, approved in 2023 with an outlay of 6,003
crore until 2031. Many of the same problems assail-
ing fundamental research in India have already be-
set research under the Mission, however. A small
fraction of the outlay has been disbursed thus far
even as venture capital flow into startups remains
trivial. Scientists have complained that just-in-time
funding, absence of single-window clearances, and
documentation requirements have increased the
duration of projects. There are persistent foreign
hardware and software dependencies: materials
required for specific use-cases, such as cryostats
and sensors, need to be fabricated abroad while
‘most quantum software stacks are currently imple-
mented by multinational companies. Government
pay does not match global offers and lack of timely
access to resources has forced researchers to ac-
cept short-term contracts and rent equipment. In
fact, India’s commitment, itself down from the
8,000 crore announced in 2020, is dwarfed by
those of the U.S. and China, which are five- and 20-
times higher, respectively. If the demonstration at
IIT-Delhi is to scale, the government cannot simply
‘clip on’ scientific talent and technological and eco-
nomic opportunity to existing infrastructure. Ad-
ministrative reform is essential.
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s cientists from IIT-Delhi and the DRDO re-

Israel under the dispensation now

It is important to remember that the current
Israeli leadership, under Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu, has a long and unfortunate
record of undermining peace and nurturing
extremism. His government’s continuing
expansion of illegal settlements, its alliances with
ultra-nationalist factions, and its obstruction of
the two-state solution have not only deepened
the suffering of the Palestinian people but also
pushed the broader region toward perpetual
conflict.

Indeed, history reminds us that Mr. Netanyahu
helped fan the flames of hatred that culminated
in the assassination of Prime Minister Yitzhak
Rabin in 1995, ending one of the most hopeful
peace initiatives between Israelis and
Palestinians.

Given this record, it is not surprising that Mr.
Netanyahu would choose escalation over
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New Delhi’s
silence on the
devastation in
Gaza and the
hostilities
against Iran is
a disturbing
departure from
its moral and
diplomatic
traditions

What is deeply ble is that
the U.S. President Donald Trump — who once
spoke out against America’s endless wars and the
influence of the military-industrial complex —
now appears willing to follow this destructive
path. He himself has repeatedly pointed out how
wilfully false claims about Iraq possessing
weapons of mass destruction led to a costly war
that destabilised the region and caused immense
destruction in Iraq.

Therefore, Mr. Trump’s statement on June 17,
dismissing his own intelligence chief’s assessment
and claiming that Iran was “very close” to
acquiring nuclear weapons, is deeply
disappointing. The world expects and needs
leadership that is grounded in facts and driven by
diplomacy, and not by force or falsehoods.

No place for double standards

Given the region’s fraught history, Israel’s security
concerns about a nuclear-armed Iran cannot be
dismissed. However, there can be no room for
double standards. Israel itself is a nuclear
‘weapons state with a long record of military
aggression against its neighbours. In contrast,
Iran remains a signatory to the Nuclear
Non-Proliferation Treaty and had, under the 2015
Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action, agreed to
stringent limits on uranium enrichment in
exchange for sanctions relief. This agreement,
backed by the five permanent members of the
United Nations Security Council, Germany and
the European Union, was verified by
international observers, until it was unilaterally
abandoned by the United States in 2018. That
decision undid years of painstaking diplomacy
and once again cast a long shadow over the
region’s fragile stability.

India, too, has borne the consequences of that
rupture. The reimposition of sanctions on Iran
severely constrained India’s ability to pursue key
strategic and economic projects, including the
International North-South Transport Corridor
and the development of Chabahar Port —
initiatives that held the promise of deeper
connectivity with Central Asia and more direct
access to Afghanistan.

Iran has been a long-standing friend to India
and is bound to us by deep civilisational ties. It
has a history of steadfast support, including in

Jammu and Kashmir at crucial junctures. In 1994,
Iran helped block a resolution critical of India at
the UN Commission on Human Rights on the
Kashmir issue. Indeed, the Islamic Republic of
Iran has been much more cooperative with India
than its predecessor, the Imperial State of Iran,
that had tilted towards Pakistan in the 1965 and
1971 wars.

Meanwhile, India and Israel have also
developed strategic relations in recent decades.
This unique position gives our country the moral
responsibility and the diplomatic leverage to act
as a bridge for de-escalation and peace. This is
not simply an abstract principle. Lakhs of Indian
citizens are living and working across West Asia,
which makes peace in the region an issue of vital
national interest.

Israel’s recent actions against Iran have taken
place in an atmosphere of impunity, enabled by
near-unconditional support from powerful
western nations. While the Indian National
Congress unequivocally condemned the
absolutely horrific and totally unacceptable
attacks by Hamas on October 7, 2023, we cannot
remain silent in the face of Israel’s catastrophic
and disproportionate response. More than
55,000 Palestinians have lost their lives. Entire
families, neighbourhoods, and even hospitals
have been obliterated. Gaza stands on the brink
of famine, and its civilian population continues to
suffer unspeakable hardship.

India’s disturbing stance

In the face of this humanitarian catastrophe, the
Narendra Modi government has all but
abandoned India’s long-standing and principled
commitment to a peaceful two-state solution, one
that envisions a sovereign, independent Palestine
living side-by-side with Israel in mutual security
and dignity.

New Delhi’s silence on the devastation in Gaza
and now on the unprovoked escalation against
Iran reflects a disturbing departure from our
moral and diplomatic traditions. This represents
not just a loss of voice but also a surrender of
values.

It is still not too late. India must speak clearly,
act responsibly, and use every diplomatic channel
available to defuse tensions and promote a return
to dialogue in West Asia.

Lighting the spark in UK -India cultural relations

ay was a month of magical bonanza for
M United Kingdom-India relations. The

long-anticipated Free Trade Agreement
was ratified by both Prime Ministers, and it was
another milestone that illuminated a different but
equally significant dimension of their
partnership: culture.

On May 2, UK. Secretary of State for Culture,
Rt Hon Lisa Nandy, and India’s Minister for
Culture, Gajendra Singh Shekhawat, signed the
Programme of Cultural Cooperation (POCC). This
landmark agreement promises to light up the
cultural corridor between the two nations,
reaffirming their shared creative spirit.

The POCC outlines five programme areas:
digital technologies for culture, exhibitions and
collections, performances and events, cultural
property, and sustainability. These themes
directly support the creative economy, a core
sector driving the U.K. government’s industrial
strategy. This agreement signals a shared
commitment to cross-cultural collaboration and
economic growth.

Before arriving in Delhi to sign the POCC, Ms.
Nandy, the first Labour Cabinet Minister of Indian
heritage, was the highest-ranking international
delegate at the World Audio Visual &
Entertainment Summit (WAVES) Summit, held in
Mumbai. In her keynote, she powerfully
highlighted the collaborative potential of the
India-U.K. cultural and creative industries,
sustainable by nature and an employment
multiplier.

The growth of the creative arts sector
Globally, the creative arts sector is rapidly
growing, projected to reach 10% of global GDP by
2030. At the G-20 New Delhi Leaders’ Summit in
2023, global leaders unanimously called for
greater investment in the sector. India hosting
WAVES for the first time underscored its
commitment, resulting in significant business
deals and international agreements.

The POCC between India and the U.K. builds
on this momentum. It brings together the Indian
Ministry of Culture, the U.K. government’s
Department for Digital, Culture, Media & Sport
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and the British Council in India, alongside major
U.K. cultural institutions — including Arts Council
England, the British Library, the British Museum,
the Natural History Museum, and the Science
Museum Group. With over 1,700 accredited
museums in the U.K., the scope for partnerships
with their Indian counterparts is tremendous,
especially around leveraging digital technology
for sharing cultural experiences and heritage.

Atits core, the POCC signals hope: the creative
economy can foster a more inclusive future,
encompassing tech-driven sectors such as
gaming, digital content, film, OTT, television and
more — creating opportunities for skilled workers
and innovators.

That is great news for India. With its deep
cultural heritage, cutting-edge technology, skilled
artisan base, and the world’s largest youth
population, India is uniquely positioned to lead.
India’s creative economy, valued at $35 billion,
employs nearly 8% of its workforce, second only
to agriculture. According to the Asian
Development Bank’s report (2022), ‘Creative
India: Tapping the Full Potential’, six of India’s
top 10 creative hubs — from Badgam in Jammu
and Kashmir to Tiruppur in Tamil Nadu — are in
non-metro regions. This shows India’s diverse
cultural heritage. India, with over 300
universities and 3,000 colleges offering courses
in design, arts, and architecture, is nurturing a
global creative workforce.

Arole for the U.K.
In 2023, during India’s G20 presidency, the U.K.
played a pivotal role in supporting the cultural
agenda. Artistic partnerships, creative project
grants, and year-long cultural exchanges, such as
Wales in India, which culminated at the 2024
Hornbill Festival in Nagaland, furthered that
agenda bilaterally, redefining India-U.K. cultural
ties and building lasting bonds.

Why do these global partnerships matter so
much?

First, the creative economy is evolving rapidly.
It faces challenges including skilled labour
shortage. To meet this, we need sustained
investment in education, vocational training and

apprenticeships. International collaborations can
help empower creative professionals with global
competencies and best practices.

Second, emerging technologies such as
Artificial Intelligence and augmented reality and
virtual reality (AR/VR) are transforming the
sector. As the British Council’s recent report, Arts
and Technol in India: Reimagining the
Future argues, it is time to integrate it into India’s
creative education framework. Cultural exchange
and cross-border partnerships can support
professionals in navigating this digital shift.

India’s creative canvas is expanding, driven by
cultural wealth, youth potential, and a bold
vision. Prime Minister Narendra Modi envisions
India as a global creative hub — and with a
three-pronged approach focused on education,
skills, and international collaboration, we are well
on our way. But it will require sustained
cooperation between government, industry and
academia to make that vision a reality.

Businesses and projects

Indian companies, too, are doing their bit. Take
Royal Enfield, the iconic U.K.-India motorcycle
brand, which is working in the Himalayas
through its Social Mission. In partnership with
UNESCO, it is helping to safeguard intangible
cultural heritage and working with over 580
artisans through its textile conservation project,
The Himalayan Knot. This initiative not only
preserves sustainable textile traditions but also
creates new market linkages for craft
communities. Ms. Nandy heard this story first
hand at the reception hosted in her honour by
British High Commissioner Lindy Cameron and
this writer in Delhi, where the Serendipity Arts
Festival’s Birmingham chapter was also launched
— a moving reminder of how businesses can be
storytellers too.

‘What truly binds the U.K. and India together
are their people and their stories. In a world
grappling with conflict and uncertainty, culture
and creativity remain among the most time-tested
healers of relations between people and nations.
And in that, we have every reason to celebrate —
and invest in — the creative spark that unites us.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Wars, a missing UN
Countries in West Asia seem
to be burning one after the
other, leading to a million
dollar question. Where is
the United Nations? What is
it doing? What was an
Israel-Palestine issue has
now become an Israel-Iran
issue. It almost appears as if
the United Nations, the
Security Council and the
International Atomic Energy
Agency have delegated
authority to Israel to
prevent the nuclear
programme of Iran and
wage war against it. The
dangers of the wars
spreading and disrupting
life across the globe seem

to have been lost on these
agencies. The UN seems to
have become a modern-day
Nero. In the ‘new world
order’, there seems to be no
role for peace.

EWV. Tulasi Rao,

Vijayawada, Andhra Pradesh

Now that Israel’s Defence
Minister Israel Katz has
openly said that Iran’s
Supreme Leader Ayatollah
Ali Khamenei can no longer
be allowed to exist, Iran
could take this to be a
serious challenge and
attack Israel with all its
mighty force.

Israel does not seem to
want the wars to an end.

The bombarding of the
Gaza strip, causing total
destruction, seems to point
to its aim of wanting to
form a Jewish state.

It is the primary duty of the
UN to intervene and try to
bring about a negotiation
between all the warring
nations.

Parthasarathy N.,

Chennai

There seems to be no end
to conflict — the
Russia-Ukraine war, the
Hamas attack on Israel and
the retaliation by Israel, and
now, the Israel-lran war. The
effect of these wars has
severely affected trade and

crude prices, thus affecting
the economy of many
countries. What is surprising
is the inability of the UN to
intervene. The UN may end
up losing its very identity.
M.R.G. Murthy,

Mysuru

Evacuation, optimism
Amid the very di ing

Kashmiri students, and
were waving the tricolour
on reaching New Delhi. This
raises optimism that at long
last, the disenchanted
youth of Kashmir are now
taking a step closer to
endearing themselves to
the Indian Republic.

Nalini Vijayaraghavan,

Thi

news from West Asia is a
gladdening report — the
successful evacuation of
Indian students from the
war zones (Inside pages,
110 students from war-torn
Iran land in New Delhi, via
Armenia”, June 20). What
caught my eye was that
many of the students were

No to intolerance

The Supreme Court of
India’s firm stand
reaffirming the rights of
film-makers and theatre
owners, as seen in its
direction to the Karnataka
government to ensure the
screening of Thug Life, is

both timely and
commendable. In a
democracy, artistic freedom
must not be held hostage
by threats of violence or
mob pressure. By
underlining the state’s duty
to protect lawful expression,
the Court has not only
defended cinema but also
upheld the rule of law. Such
judgments strengthen the
spine of free speech and
remind us that intolerance
must never dictate what the
public can or cannot watch.
K. Chidanand Kumar,
Bengaluru
Letters emailed to
letters@thehindu.co.in
must carry the postal address.
ANDNDE
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in front of the Hanuman temple where beef was allegedly found, in Dhubri, Assam. RITURAJ KONWAR

Sowing seeds of
mistrust in Assam

The Muslim-majority district of Dhubri, in Assam, close to the Bangladesh border, has remained largely calm

after experiencing some fraught periods following the demolition of the Babri Masjid in 1992. This month,

however, cattle body parts were allegedly found at a Hanuman temple on successive days, sparking communal

tensions. Rahul Karmakar reports on a district on edge

Dhubri

objer Ali is a man of routine. Every day,
for nearly 50 years, he has travelled by
boat between Kuntirchar Part 2, the vil-
lage where he lives in Dhubri district of
Assam, and Patharghat, where he ran a shop sell-
ing cattle feed. The routine, disturbed in the past
sometimes by festivals, floods, and communal
conflicts, was disrupted on June 14 when his
world turned upside down. The shop that sus-
tained Ali’s family of six was one of the 110
deemed illegal and demolished by the local auth-
orities. This happened a week after the body

ee

We barely
had an hour
to salvage
our wares
before the
demolition
started.
SOBJER AL

parts of cattle were allegedly found on successive
days near a Hanuman temple about 2 kilometres
away, triggering anger in the district.

Dhubri, the headquarters of the Muslim-ma-
Jjority Dhubri district, is 290 km west of Guwaha-
ti. It is bounded by the Brahmaputra river and its
tributary, Gadadhar, on three sides. The town
stands close to where the Brahmaputra becomes

the Yamuna after flowing past the India-
Bangladesh border. Dhubri is also used
as a metaphor by some communities
and political parties to underline the fear
that drives politics in Assam — of how the in-
flux of people from Bangladesh can one day
overrun ‘indigenous’ Indians.

“We have endured worse situations, but aage
keu pete laathi maarey nai (no one snatched away
our sources of livelihood earlier),” said Ali. “We
have been paying 50 per week to the municipal-
ity through a lessee who renews our lease every
year. We barely had an hour to salvage our wares
before the demolition started.” He said he cannot

d d why he was punished for what mis-
creants did elsewhere in the town.

Over the last few weeks, a string of similar in-
cidents involving cattle have kept Dhubri on
edge. On June 10, citing instances of pieces of
meat being purportedly thrown in public places
after Eid celebrations, Assam Chief Minister Hi-
manta Biswa Sarma alleged that beef is being
“weaponised” against Hindus in the State. Stress-
ing that the Assamese people have to take a “non-
compromising” stance to push back “illegal fo-
reigners,” Sarma maintained that the State was
‘waging a struggle against forces which had “sym-
pathisers” across the world.

The spark

Patharghat, a ferry point on the bank of the Brah-
maputra in Dhubri, is about 200 metres from a
park called the Netai Dhubuni Ghat. This was
constructed in honour of a washerwoman, Dhu-
bri, from whom the district gets its name. Flank-
ing this park along an 800 m stretch of road are
several places of worship that once made Dhubri
areligious confluence. These include a Ram tem-
ple, a Kali temple, the Panchpeer dargah, the Gu-
rudwara Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur Sahib, and an
Armenian church. The offices of the Dhubri Dis-

trict Cc and Senior Superi
of Police are located on the stretch from Path-
arghat to the Armenian church, which was con-
verted into a ladies’ club years ago.

According to the Chief Minister, around Eid-al-
Adha on June 7, “miscreants” scribbled some
“provocative” words on the walls of some struc-
tures in this high-security zone. He suggested to
the media that the words were written by people
who belonged to Nobin Bangla, a group that re-
portedly espoused the merger of Dhubri with
Bangladesh. He also said that the “head of a cow”
was discovered at the 35-year-old Hanuman tem-
ple in the town’s Baluchar Ward No. 3 on June 8,
the day after the qurbani (sacrifice) Eid.

The Hanuman temple is situated on about half
an acre of land owned by a man named Vishal

al. He works as a distributor of soft drinks
for the Dhubri region. Unlike conventional tem-
ples, it is a small, rectangular, tin-roofed con-
crete structure about 6 feet in height.

This plot of land is surrounded by two lanes, a
school, and the office of the Seemanta Chetana
Mancha, an international-border-areas-specific
wing of the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS).
The Dhubri Baluchar Kabarsthan (cemetery) is
located across one of the lanes, while an office of
the Forest Department is across the other. The
temple is also located about 50 m from the Dhu-
bri Magistrate Colony and diagonally across the
Iddgah Field, behind which is a Muslim locality.

On the night of June 8, after the alleged sight of
the cow’s head sparked tension, the authorities
dismantled 12 makeshift shops run by Muslims
along the wall of the Iddgah Field after right-wing
protesters claimed that they sold beef and other
illegal items. The Assam Cattle Preservation Act,
2021, provides for the preservation of cattle by
regulating their slaughter, consumption, and

The Hanuman temple where miscreants allegedly tried to stir communal
tensions. RITURAJ KONWAR

transportation in the State.

Agarwal declined to speak on the beef contro-
versy surrounding the temple on his plot. He said
that much of the land used to be a jute warehouse
until a decade ago. He also said that he had en-
gaged Ramjan Ali Sheikh, the first man to be ar-
rested when pieces of beef were again found on
June 9, nearly at the same spot, as a guard, be-
cause Sheikh’s uncle used to be the guard earlier.

“My son performed his duty diligently. Like
any other day, he came home on the morning of
June 9 for breakfast,” said Sheikh’s mother, Ami-
na Begum. “Many policemen were posted in the
area around the temple from the night before. In
the morning, the police summoned my son as
they suspected him of having placed the beef in
the temple. He has been in lock-up since.” Hers is
one of the seven Muslim families in the Hindu-
majority Baluchar locality.

According to Masud Zaman, an advocate asso-
ciated with the Badruddin Ajmal-led All India Un-
ited Democratic Front (AIUDF), the discovery of
cattle body parts for the second time despite wa-
tertight security reflected a possible design to let
the situation get out of hand.

“The police picked up 18 people

o
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1'was drawn into riots when I was young.
Thankfully, no one got killed this time. But
the cold stares and animosity in the eyes of
people now is worse than death.

MD ABDUL SATTAR MOLLAH
Former employee of a match factory

the controversy. But Kazi Mahmudul, a local Con-
gress leader, was ready to speak. “We have no
complaints if those responsible for such a hei-
nous act are punished according to the law, but
carrying out demolition drives ostensibly linked
to the Hanuman temple incident is painful,” he
said. “The government has the right to evict peo-
ple from the land it owns, but there is a process to
be followed. One has to give time to people who
have been living in certain areas for decades.”

Other party leaders said no “true Muslim”
would place beef near a place of worship of peo-
ple belonging to another religion.

The drive has hit Jaharuddin, a Dhubri resi-
dent, who pulled a handcart to deliver goods
from Patharghat to dealers across the town. “The
government should be lenient with demolitions
so that we survive,” he said.

Cattle smuggling

Dhubri residents believe that an application filed
by the Dhubri Iddgah Committee to the district
authorities, seeking to bring in about 4,000 cattle
for qurbani (sacrifice) on Eid, was the genesis of
the trouble. The committee issued ‘membership
cards’, valid up to June 7, to procure the cattle.

“But the number of cattle brought in from
West Bengal via Boxirhat (town bordering Assam)
from June 3-5 was some 4 lakh,” a member of the
Seemanta Chetana Mancha said. “This caused a
traffic jam on the highway. Thousands of people,
each with a bull or cow on a leash, were il
along the road as if they were enjoying some kind
of patronage. They paraded through Hindu
areas, hurting the sentiments of many.”

After local Hindus raised a hue and cry about
the cattle passing through a security cordon
along the inter-State border easily, and in viola-
tion of the Assam Cattle Preservation Act, the go-
vernment took steps to check the inflow. But
these measures had a minimal effect.

During his visit to Dhubri, Chief Minister Sar-
ma said that a new network of cattle smugglers
had increased its activities over the last few
months and was bringing in cattle in large num-
bers from West Bengal. He vowed to crack down
on this ‘network’ while asserting the govern-
ment’s commitment to enforcing law and order
and defeating all communal forces.

Both Hindus and Muslims, however, have
started doubting the government’s intention. Za-
man said that the authorities “showed a tenden-
cy to arrest petty criminals” for the Hanuman
temple incident and not those who allegedly vio-
lated the cattle transportation law. The district is
notorious for cattle smuggling to Bangladesh,
where a cow fetches twice the average price of
330,000 in Assam. Some residents allege that the
smugglers operate in nexus with a section of the
district officials and the police, who, according to
them, get a cut of up to 10%.

Dhubri’s Senior Superintendent of Police, Lee-
na Doley, dismissed allegations that the police
‘were refusing to arrest illegal cattle traders. “We
have rounded up a few, and the process is ongo-
ing,” she said. She replaced Navin Singh, who was
transferred out of Dhubri a week after the inci-

without going after the real culprits behind the
incident. Some of us stayed at the police station
until 2.30 in the morning on June 10 to get some
of these people released. They included a minor
boy, a kidney patient, a government employee on
hospital duty, and a man with a terminally ill
daughter,” he said. Among at least 50 others ar-
rested over the next few days was Noor Islam
Haque of Gaspara village, known to beg and sleep
on the streets in the administrative hub of
Dhubri.

Zaman said that the local authorities handled
the situation well after the first incident on June
8. A committee comprising members of the See-
manta Chetana Mancha, Muslims, and members
of other organisations decided that they would
maintain peace at any cost.

“After the second incident took place on June
9, schools were closed on June 10. But everything
was normal from the next day,” he said. “Then
the Chief Minister arrived on June 13 and said that
he would issue an order to shoot on sight those
who were pelting stones. This gave the impres-
sion that there is total unrest in Dhubri.”

A string of incidents

From June 14, incidents similar to those at the
Dhubri temple were reported elsewhere in As-
sam. The Chief Minister posted on X that beef
was allegedly thrown near a Kali temple at Lakhi-
pur in the adjoining Goalpara distric; the head of
a cow was allegedly found at Borpukhuri in cen-
tral Assam’s Hojai for the second time in less than
aweek; and skulls of cows were allegedly discard-
ed near a namghar, a neo-Vaishnavite prayer hall,
in north-eastern Assam’s Lakhimpur district. The
police arrested more than a dozen people in con-
nection with these incidents.

Piklu Paul, the vice-president of the Dhubri
unit of the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), said that
the Hindus in the district have always lived under
pressure. In the aftermath of the Babri Masjid de-
molition in 1992, up to 14 people were killed and
curfew was imposed for more than a month.
There was relatively less violence in 2012 as a fal-
lout of the Bodo tribal-Muslim conflict in the ad-
joining Bodoland Territorial Region. “We are
grateful to the Chief Minister for shoot-at-sight or-
ders, which have kept the miscreants indoors af-
ter dusk. Dhubri could have burned had this
tough step not been taken,” he said.

Senior Congress leader Rakibul Hussain, who
ended the AIUDF’s 15-year run in the Dhubri Lok
Sabha constituency in 2024, chose to stay out of

dentattheF temple. As many as 164 pol-
ice personnel, including 34 sub-inspectors, were
also transferred out of the district.

“The message has gone out that the govern-
ment will not tolerate disturbance of any kind.
The situation is totally under control now,” Dis-
trict Commissioner Dibakar Nath said.

Uneasy neighbours

Local BJP leaders blamed the Congress for keep-
ing the district on edge. They said that the Con-
gress had fuelled riots after the Babri Masjid de-
molition and had also let the situation deteriorate
in 2012. They also said that it was not a coinci-
dence that the incident at the Hanuman temple
had happened a year after the Congress wrested
the Dhubri parliamentary seat from the AIUDF.

Congress leaders, on the other hand, said that
they were not surprised by the BJP’s bid to pro-
ject the AIUDF as a more secular party, as it was
the “B-team” of the saffron brigade. Referring to
the Dhubri incident, State Congress president
Gaurav Gogoi said that the RSS and its affiliates,
including the BJP, were fanning communal senti-
ments ahead of the 2026 Assembly elections. “In-
vestigations should be carried out against all
those arrested for placing beef and parts of a cow
in public places, including religious institutions,
but those who put such ideas in the minds of mis-
creants should be probed too. Such incidents are
part of the pre-election strategy of the BJP-RSS to
hide their failures,” he said.

Chief Minister Sarma retaliated, asking Gogoi
to submit proof before accusing Hindus of fo-
menting trouble. “If Hindus have to throw meat,
they will throw pork, not beef,” he said.

At Baluchar, the seeds of distrust between Hin-
dus and Muslims, sown years ago, seem to have
sprouted. Paresh Das, a trader, said, “This was
not the first time that go-mangsho (beef) was
placed near the Hanuman temple. We know it
will not be the last time, either. As the minority
community, we have to tolerate this. We just
hope that our sentiments are respected.”

“Dhubri has not been an example of commu-
nal harmony, but economic compulsions often
forced the people to apply the brakes after briefly
attacking each other,” said 83-year-old Md Abdul
Sattar Mollah, a former employee of a match fac-
tory. “I was drawn into riots when I was young.
Thankfully, no one got killed this time. But the
cold stares and animosity in the eyes of people
now is worse than death.”

rahul.karmakar@thehindu.co.in
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Matter of choice

Karnataka, Goa play havoc with transport system

ecently, two State governments, Karnataka

and Goa, arbitrarily applied the brakes on

ride hailing, app-based taxi, bike and auto
services, short-changing consumers in the process.
Karnataka has apparently not made the necessary
changes in its motor vehicles rules and guidelines
that makes the registration of bike taxis possible; as
aresult, the April 2 High Court order that debarred
them from plying in the absence of a regulatory
framework, came into effect from June 16.In Goa,
Ola and Uber have been stopped from operating in
the State, following protests from taxi driver unions.

Now, the remaining cab and auto players
p arerakingitin, with cheaper options being
driven off the road. In Goa’s case, it appears
that the government has succumbed to the
influential local cab lobby. Cab operators
are part of alarge tourist ecosystem. But
their livelihood concerns can be taken with
apinch of salt, as they charge tourists very
stiff rates. Meanwhile, the aggregator
experience in this country over a decade
suggests that arbitrary pricing and, perhaps
worse still, refusals to ply have come down.
The cabbies’ apprehension that these
aggregators charge high commissions from
drivers is easily dealt with by changing the
revenue model. Indeed, in Bengaluru, a
commission based system has been
replaced by the driver paying a flat daily fee
to the aggregator. The social security code
for gig workers also ensures certain
benefits. So, the case for banning
aggregators is unconvincing. Commuters
benefit, while service providers too will not
be worse off. Meanwhile, the local taxi
services too manage with their niche
clientele. However, the issue of commuter
safety raised with respect to aggregator
services needs to be addressed, with
platforms picking up the tab.

Ride hailing services are predictable in
their pricing, quick and efficient. Bike taxis
(estimated to be running into lakhs in
Bengaluru) have emerged as
game-changers for being cheap and fast.
However, at the heart of the bike taxi ban
lies aridiculous legal issue. Section 2 (28)
of the Motor Vehicles Act can be
interpreted to exclude motorcycles from
the ambit of motor vehicles, as it refers to
vehicles with four wheels and a certain
engine capacity. In this circumstance, bikes
cannot be registered under Section 2 (7) of
the Actas a ‘contract carriage’. This has led
to bike taxis coming undera cloud ina
number of States, and not just Karnataka. A
January 22, 2024 advisory by the Ministry
of Road Transport and Highways sought to
clear the air by saying that bikes indeed are
motor vehicles and “States are advised to
acceptand process applications for
contract carriage permits”. But States will
have to make enabling provisions. If they
have not done so, it perhaps leads to the
question of whether lobbies are at work.

This sort of transport chaos
compromises the efficiency of a city. A
holistic transport policy that offers
commuters a menu of options and
privileges mass, sustainable transport is the
need of the hour.
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o “That's the plan! Let's disrupt me

ELLINA SAMANTROY
ROHIT MANI TIWARI

he recent landmark

Supreme Court judgment

on K Uma Devivs State of

Tamil Nadu pronounced on

May 23 is significant for
recognising maternity rightsasa
fundamental right (FR) under Article 21
of the Constitution.

The judgment is hailed as historic,
marking a significant advancement in
the protection of rights of working
‘women, promoting job security and
ensuring access to maternal and child
care.

The Court has extensively drawn
from earlier judgments on the matters
of reproductive rights and maternity
benefits.

‘The most salient feature of the
judgment is the length at which the
Court referred to International
Conventions and instruments i.e.
Universal Declaration of Human Rights,
United Nations Economic and Social
Council, Convention on the Elimination
of All forms of Discrimination Against
‘Women (CEDAW), Maternity
Convention C183 (2000) of the
International Labour Organisation
(ILO) to highlight requirement of
‘special assistance and social protection”
to working women before and after
childbirth.

Inanutshell, ILO’s Maternity
Protection Convention C183, apart
from promoting right to avail maternity
leave, recognises that women are
reinstated in the same position after the
maternity break.

The judgment is timely in the context

DeLH
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inancing maternity
rightsin India

WOMEN?’S RIGHTS. The Uma Devi judgment is a landmark one.
Now the challenge is to fund maternity leave in the informal sector

provisions for fully paid maternity leave
‘which benefits 90 per cent of mothers
globally though leave payment in 13
countries remains less than two-thirds
of prior wages.

However, India has joined the league
of 42 nations that provide maximum
paid leave (26 weeks) for more than 18
weeks i.e. surpassing C183 of ILO at
length and making it one of the top
nations across the globe.

Now, the MB Act covers adoptive and

of addressing the women face
during their employment, their
sustenance in the labour force and their
overall well-being.

MBACT

The Court has taken note of the
Maternity Benefit Act 1961 as
‘normative framework’ to align
statutory rights with service conditions
of women employment without any
discrimination. The Court
acknowledged ‘women are now sizeable
partof workforce’ and the State is
‘obligated to act’ to deliver
reproductive-maternity rights to
‘women employee in the country in order
to ensure their equal participation in
workforce.

Ithasbeen observed that in countries
with effective maternity protectionand
care policies, the number of women in
the workforce has significantly
increased and they have remained
employed for longer duration.

ILO Reporton ‘Care at Work:
Investing in care leave and services fora
more Gender Equal World of Work’ in
2022 based on a survey of 185 countries
informed that 123 countries had

mothers with 12 weeks
maternity leave benefits since 2017
along with flexible working options. The
court recognised the importance of an
adequate and generous maternity
scheme for women employment, as
maternity is not just a welfare provision;
rather it enables a woman worker to
subsist in work and also allows her to
balance the competing demands of work
and family life while retaining her
efficiency and output.

Despite beingalandmark judgment, K
Uma Devi Vs State of TN case also raises
several pertinent questions. Will the
coverage of maternity right as
fundamental right shall remain
restricted to only women employees in
‘public sector’ or it shall be applied

Instead of putting the onus
on individual employers,
maternity and cash benefits
must be routed through
social insurance or public
funds or non-contributory
social assistance

universally to all women whether
employed in permanent/regular/
FTEs/contractual or in any standard or
non-standard forms of employment?

FUNDING ISSUES

Secondly, what about women in
informal sector who make up majority of
women workforce? How to streamline

Bombay Maternity Benefit Act of 1929,
had prescribed for ‘non-contributory’
and solely employer funded maternity
benefits to women workers in factory.

Though the Supreme Court has
acknowledged the spirit of the maternity
legislation i.e. MB Act and recognised
the adequacy and scope of coverage of
the legislation yet its effective

them in the fold of this judj 2 Now,
‘when employers cannot plead ignorance
oravoid bearing the cost of maternity
without any exemption or limitations,

ion depends upon solid
‘support institutions of financing this
fundamental right’.
Froma policy perspective, a
1-develoned i

the major question pertains to
this fundamental right.

For large corporate and
conglomerates financing the maternity
right was never a problem but the
challenge remains with the employers of
Micro Small and Medium Enterprises
(MSMEs). Even ILO acknowledges
these financial implications for
individual employer who bear the
double costs of maternity leave and also
the cost of employee repl;

maternity
system such as a Universal Maternity
Fund aligned with ILO guidelines could
help inaddressing the existing gaps in
maternity benefits financing.

The ILO’s World Social Protection
Report 2024-26 said several countries
have mixed models on maternity
financing, with a majority of them
‘having routed it through social
insurance, national social security

d tax financed empl

ILO standards have highlighted that

related schemes and very fewhad

pl may not be individually liable
for direct cost of maternity and cash
benefits; rather, it should be routed
through social insurance or public funds
or non-contributory social assistance
particularly for women in the informal
sector and self-employed women. Such
initiatives may result in curbing
discriminatory practices in the labour
market.

In the Indian context, this financing
part has always been an elephant in the
room while ensuring maternity benefit
to working women.

For example, first maternity
protection law of the country i.e.

p overing full cost.

To make the Uma Devi judgment ‘a
living reality of many a millions women
of this country’, we have to learn from
the experiences and best practices on
maternity financing across the world.

These experiences may be
instrumental in addressing the
challenges in extending maternity
benefits to the informal sector and those
employed in temporary jobs.

Samantroy is Fellow, WV Giri National Labour Institute,
Ministry of Labour and Employment; Tiwari s Regional
Labour Commissioner (Central), Thiruvananthapuram.
Viewsare personal

Semaglutide; its class of diabetes, weight-loss drugs

Here’s a look at why the globally popular Wegoy/Ozempic, the ‘skinny jab’, is making headlines

bl.explainer

PT Jyothi Datta

Danish company Novo Nordisk is poised
tobringto India its injectable
semaglutide — globally popular as
‘Wegoy/Ozempic for weight loss and
diabetes, respectively.

Here’salook at why the “skinny jab”
or “fat shot” — as it is varyingly referred
to — is making headlines.

What is the fuss around
‘Wegovy/Ozempic, and why is it
wrapped in celebritydom?
Ozempic and Wegovy grabbed headlines
after international celebrities went to
town on losing weight after taking the
jab. Ozempic was initially approved in
‘many countries to control Type-1I
diabetes, and Wegovy is approved for
weight loss.

Both products contain semaglutide as
theactive ingredient, and a key patent
on this expires in some markets, early
2026. Semaglutide revenues (across its
oral tablet and injectible versions)
grossed over $29 billion.

Novo is expected to launch Wegovy in
India, early next week.

Isn’t semaglutide already
available in India?

The tablet version of semaglutide, used
in treating Type-I1I diabetes, is available
in India. It costs about 10,000 a month.

Are there other products in this
category in India?
About three months ago, Eli Lilly
launched its Mounjaro in India. Thisisa
once-a-week, prescription-based
injectable that reduces food intake and
body weight, besides decreasing fat mass
by regulating appetite.

Itwas priced at 3,500 fora 2.5 mg
vial and 34,375 fora 5 mg vial, at launch.

Mounjaro/Zepbound are brands for
tirzepatide, targeting diabetes and
‘weightloss.

Are there side-effects to these
drugs?

This class of drugs are called GLP-1
receptor agonist — that workina
manner similar to the GLP-1 (a natural
hormone in the body) — increasing the
amount of insulin the pancreas releases
inresponse to food, says the European
Medicines Agency, explaining
semaglutide. This helps control blood
glucose levels, the EMA said, adding that
italso regulates appetite by increasing a

WEGOVY. In the news reurers

person’s feelings of fullness, while
reducing their food intake, hunger and
cravings.

Some listed side-effects of these drugs
include vomiting, diarrhoea and
abdominal pain, among others.
Semaglutide was recently red-flagged by
the EMA on a possible increased risk of
developing an eye condition that may
cause loss of vision.

Experts caution people with thyroid
issues, for example, on taking these
products, and suggest they consult their
doctors. These drugs are relatively new,
‘with more data— good and otherwise —
still coming out on them.

Another known downside of these
drugs is weight gain, when the product is
stopped, say experts.

© LETTERS TO EDITOR send your letters by email to bleditor@thehindu.co.n or by post to ‘Letters to the Editor’, The Hindu Business
Line, Kasturi Buildings, 859-860, Anna Salai, Chennai 600002.

SUN dispute

The long-simmering inheritance
dispute within the Maran family
hasturned into a legal
confrontation now, with former
union minister and DMK MP
Dayanidhi Maran serving a legal
notice to his elder brother and
media baron Kalanithi Maran.
Theallegations include Kalanithi
Maran allegedly allotting to
himself 12 lakh equity shares in
the SUNTV Private Limited ata
face value of ¥10 each in 2003,
and the fair market value of the
shares at that time should have

allegedly paid only 1.2 crore.
Theseare seriousand meritan
investigation from SEBI as they
raise questions about corporate
misgovernance.

MJe

Sholavandan (TN)

The article rightly points out
that this inequality has
far-reaching implications for
social mobility, opportunity, and
political cohesion

State-level disparities signal the
urgent need for targeted policy
interventions. We must pivot
fre wth-centric model to

With reference to the article
“Time to Bridge Income
Inequality Gap” (June 20), while
the World Bank's findings on
povertyalleviation are
encouraging the stagnation of
income equity is astark

onethatisinclusive.
Chetan Malvi
Raipur (Chhattisgarh)

War worries
Theripples of theimpact of the
current war between Israel and

Crude oil prices have remained
softin the past decade, giving
the Indian government much
needed space to balance the
books.

Ifnormalcy is not restored
quickly,allthis would end and
adverselyaffect an
import-dependent India.

Israel has no natural resources
anditis only their dominancein
technology and banking which
sustains them.

By abstaining at the UNSC voting
India has shown whereits.
sympathies lie.

‘What is the fight Novo has with
Dr Reddy’s Laboratories (DRL)
and OneSource, involving
semaglutide?
Presently in India, Novo Nordiskis
fighting a patent infringement suit on
semaglutide, with two local drug
makers. The outcome would decide,
among other things, if DRL will be able
to export the product, before the said
patent expires in India.

According to industry-insiders,
Canada is akey market as the patent
lap: ly next year. hile, recent
media reports indicate that Novo could
lose its patent protection in Canada as it
had reportedly not paid a maintenance
fee —a development that generic
drugmakers will watch closely.

Are there other local drugmakers
making this product? What does
it mean for people living with
Type II diabetes/obesity?

Indian drugmakers including Cipla,
Lupin, Glenmark, for example, have
thrown their hat into the semaglutide
ring. While there is no timeline on
launches — more makers could help
bring down prices on the product for
local and overseas people living with
diabetes and/or obesity.

On businessline.in

Judge indictment raises
questions

The removal process
of an indicted judge is
exceptionally
rigorous, asserts

B Sanjay Jain
https://tinyurl.com/mrptbfkr

SC weighs in on Thug Life

The apex court
strengthened the principle
that disagreement is the
lifeblood of democracy
and coercion is its poison,

! says Kartikey Singh
bankruptcy gane! placedthetotaltransactionsat ~ reminder that growth aloneis Iranare bound toaffect the Anthony Henriques
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{ OUR TAKE }
The prospect
of a wider war

Iran-Israel conflict will widen if the US joins
in; it will reshape power relations in West Asia

he Iran-Israel clashes have reached a breakpoint

with the prospect of the US entering the fray. On

Thursday, a White House spokesperson said

President Donald Trump would take the callon
this “within the next two weeks” though many analysts
expect Washington to bomb Fordow, Iran’s nuclear
facility, which appears to be beyond the reach of Tel
Aviv, very soon, perhaps even the weekend. Parallelly,
the foreign ministers of Germany, France, Britain and
the European Union are talking with Iranian foreign
minister Abbas Araghchi to explore a ceasefire. Europe,
though, has been reduced to a marginal player since
Trump in 2018 ended a deal that was negotiated with
Tehran in 2015. Itis clear Trump holds the keys to what
threatens to become a wider conflictand reshape
power relations in West Asia.

Asitlaunched the attack on Iran last weekend, Israel
cited the International Atomic Energy Agency’s
censure of Tehran for failing to provide information
about undeclared nuclear material and activities at
multiple locations. Since then, Israel Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu has widened his goalstoa
regime change in Tehran and the elimination of Iran’s
supreme leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei. Reports
suggested that the US vetoed the move. Iran,
meanwhile, has warned that it will retaliate if the US
becomes an active participant in the conflict.

President Trump doesn’t like wars; during the
campaign, he promised to cease America’s
participation in global conflicts and work to negotiate
peace in Ukraine and Gaza. Trump’s peace efforts in
both are in shambles and he now has to deal with Iran,
not a scenario he planned for. A reasonable
achievement for him will be to negotiate a rollback of
Iran’s nuclear plans and end the conflict. That will
enhance his credentials as a peacemaker and reaffirm
the US’s pre-eminence as a global power, especially
since this round of conflict in West Asia has exposed
the limits of Chinese and Russian influence in the
region: Despite being allies of Tehran, Moscow and
Beijing have restricted their involvement in the conflict
to statements condemning Tel Aviv’s actions. Israel
may have to be satisfied with a diminished Iran and its
reiteration as the region’s unquestioned hegemon.

However, if Tel Avivand Washington pursue an
endgame that stops only with regime change in Tehran,
itmay lead to tumultuous changes in the region. First,
the Ayatollah is the face of the Islamist regime that
captured office in Tehran in 1979 when mass
mobilisations forced the Shah of Iran, backed by the
West, toabdicate. The Isl: have been chall d

New enemy in
the West s the
illegal migrant

In most western democracies,
which are struggling to sustain
their liberal multicultural models
from being overrun, the concept
of national security threat has
been reformulated to refer to
illegal immigration rather than to
any revisionist foreign enemy

11992, the American political strategist
James Carville coined the catchphrase,
“It’s the economy, stupid”. It conveyed
that the singular issue which mattered
the most to voters in the US was the con-
dition of the economy and how it
impacted on their personal finances. Today,
economic considerations continue to
remain crucial determinants of voter
choice, but the other issue which has
risen to the fore is immigration.

During the 2024 US presidential
election, concerns about high levels of
inflation (a proxy for the economy)
and fears of humongous inflows of
migrants from the southern border
with Mexico combined to ensure the
stunning return to power of President
Donald Trump for a second term. Trump’s
bare-knuckles election campaign rhetoric
against migrants galvanised a large segment of
Americans to rally around him as the last sav-
iour who can regain control over their country
and harden what they perceived to be danger-
ously loose borders.

Although Trump's allegation that his prede-
cessor President Joe Biden had “allowed 21 mil-
lion illegals to pour in from all over the world”
may not be accurate, the message of keeping
America safe from unwanted hordes echoed
deeply among conservatives and boosted the
appeal of his Right-wing populism, which com-

Sreeram
Chaulia

bines economic anxieties over losing out to
other countries through foreign trade and glo-
balisation with cultural insecurities about ero-
sion of the social fabric and core racial identity
due to opening the floodgates to migrants by
liberals.

The recent disturbances in California involv-
ing a crackdown by the Trump administration
to conduct mass arrests and deportations of
immigrants, and street protests and running
battles of targeted Latino communities with
law enforcement officials, were a reiteration of
the same electoral political wedge between the
Right-wing and Left-wing on the fundamental
questions of who is an American and whatan
ideal American society should look like.

Trump’s historic move to deploy US military
troops and the National Guard to quell “a form
of rebellion against the authority of the govern-
ment of the US”, and vehement opposition to
this step as an authoritarian violation of State
sovereignty and fundamental human
rights of innocent Americans by the
liberal Governor of California, Gavin
Newsom, was a demonstration of the
deep divide which has polarised the
US into two hostile ideological tribes
that are at each other’s throats.

Such extreme confrontational thea-
tre is not limited to the US. Over the
past decade, immigration has emerged
as ared-meat issue across Europe fol-
lowing the massive influx of refugees fleeing
wars in Syria and Iraq and economic collapse in
Africa. Trump-like politicians in Europe have
been declaring do-or-die wars and calling for
national emergencies to tackle illegal immigra-
tion.

While the far-Right has not managed to
sweep all elections and win office throughout
Europe, it has succeeded in mainstreaming rad-
ical anti-immigrant attitudes and values, com-
pelling traditional incumbent parties to co-opt
them. In most western democracies which are
struggling to sustain their liberal multicultural
models from being overrun, the very concept of

Record numbers of people moving past national borders are ensuring that the word migrant

has an edgy and controversial connotation.

national security threat has been reformulated
to refer to illegal immigration rather than to
any revisionist foreign enemy like Russia or
China. Defence and foreign ministries still
worry and plan about how to prevent World
‘War III with Russia backed by China, but the
political mood on the streets is to defend bor-
ders against refugees and migrants.

In the present zeitgeist, the rejection of open
borders and mass mobilisation to block unde-
sirable people is not limited to the West. Anti-
immigrant threat perceptions have grown in
large developing countries like Brazil, Turkey,
South Africa, Indonesia and India too. In parts
of the Global South, animosity against immi-
grants and asylum seekers has an economic
logic, with local citizens fretting that the
already limited resources and jobs they have
will be stolen by foreigners who slip across
their borders.

In India, where over 20 million illegal Bang-
ladeshi immigrants are estimated to have
entered through the eastern border, there is

ic altera-

AP

economically useful functions in recipient
countries. The demographic decline in rich
nations and consequent labour shortages pose
existential challenges to the long-term viability
of their economies. Numerous studies by econ-
omists show that allowing in more migrants
through legal and institutional channels will
benefit host nations and enhance their eco-
nomic growth prospects.

Still, with political emotions running high,
the distinctions between authorised and unau-
thorised migrants, as well as between refugees
who flee war and political persecution and eco-
nomic migrants who chase dollar dreams, are
blurring. Record numbers of people moving
past national borders are also ensuring that the
word migrant has an edgy and controversial
connotation. According to the International
Organization for Migration (IOM), there were
over 281 million international migrants in 2020,
which was 128 million more than in 1990 and
over three times greater than in 1970.

The pressure of these numbers, which get

further means that

tion and exclusive enclaves that could become
hotbeds of Islamist extremism and terrorism.
Even though anti-immigrant feelings may not
determine the overall national electoral calcu-
lus in India, the lines are clearly drawn between
‘secular’ political parties, which sound similar
to liberals in the West, and Right-wing parties
which present a Trump-style sce-

this ballooning globa] crisis will worsen. Solu-
tions for orderly and legitimate migration,
wherein supply of labour is matched with
demand, do exist on paper. But politics will
likely override economics on this issue, which
means the struggle over immigration is going
to be prolonged, irrational and violent.

nario of losing the country to a silent invasion.
Even as migrants are in the eye of the storm
globally in terms of politics, they do perform

Sreeram Chaulia is Dean, Jindal School
of International Affairs.
The views expressed are personal.

Reel life in the dark
room of Emergency

ereign democratic Republic of India to face
a nation-wide internal Emergency (June 25,
1975-March 21, 1977), which in practice
meant democratic despotism and electoral
autocracy. Both paradoxical and contradictory-
in-terms, when film producers, directors and
artistes saw how their freedom was clipped
WhllE the censorial scissors became extra-con-

I tdidn't take even three decades for the sov-

by street protests in recent years, but these sections may
notnecessarily back a regime change orchestrated by
the US and Israel. People tend to rally around the flag in
times of war. Second, lessons from Iraq suggest that
change forced by outside forces can lead to anarchy.
Iranisa civilisational State, but its theocratic regime is
the glue that holds together multiple regionsand
ethnicities. Three, Iran’s mostly Sunni neighbourhood
has perceived the Shia State as a regional hegemon and
will surely prefer a weakened Tehran. But it is another
matter if they want an unstable Iran in their backyard.

In the short run, chaos in West Asia willlead toa
spike in oil prices, impact global trade, and slow down
the world economy. India has major stakes in West
Asia-Iranis akey trading partner and a port of entry
to Central Asia, and the Gulf nations are crucial for
Delhi’s fuel needs and house a large expat population -
and uncertainty in the region complicates its economic
goalsand power ambitions.

sharper in the hands of an elected
despot. After the Emergency got
over, the newly elected Janata
Party government at the Centre
published a White Paper on Mis-
use of Mass Media During the
Internal Emergency in August
1977, that listed all branches of
mass media (including cinema)
and examined how their rights
were violated through the reck-
less abuse of power.

My story begins with two
instances from Southern India that the White
Paper did not mention. Incidentally, on the very
day of the clamping of the draconian Emer-
gency, i.e. June 25,1975, a Kannada film was
winding up its shooting while a Malayalam film
project was being launched in Bengaluru; the
Malayalam film crew was in the Karnataka cap-
ital because at that time the State government
was offering a subsidy of ¥ 50,000 to producers
who made films in that state. The Malayalam
film was Kabani Nadi Chuvannappol (When the
Kabani River Turned Red, 1975). The director of
the film, PA Backer, and its producer, Pavi-

50 YEARS OF anything objectionable
EMERGENCY

thran, are no more, but I spoke with TV Chan-
dran, who debuted as an actor in Kabani (Chan-
dran is better known as a screenwriter and
director in Kerala today). Chandran recalled
how they were harassed during the shoot
because the film dealt with the theme of stu-
dent revolt against the establishment.

Later, the censors asked the producer to
chop off nearly 1,000 feet of the footage. Parts of
the film were reshot and was resubmitted to
two central representa-
tives. The film was
screened for the two
men at the massive
Kalaivanar Arangam
theatre in Madras (Chen-
nai), who did not find

in it. However, Kabani
Nadi Chuvannappol was
withdrawn from a cin-
ema hall in Thiruvananthapuram
a couple of weeks after its release under gov-
ernment instruction. This time, the police
ordered further cuts.

The second story is about the Kannada film,
Chanda Maruta (Rogue Winds, 1975) starring
Snehalatha Reddy and directed by her husband
Pattabhi Rama Reddy. The film, inspired by P
Lankesh’s play Kranthi Bantu Kranthi had, in
fact, prophesied the Emergency. The censors
banned the film. On June 25,1975, Snehalata
Reddy, who was one part of the lead pair (along
with Girish Karnad) in Samskara (1970), Patta-
bhi Rama Reddy’s adaptation of UR Anantha-

Amrit
Gangar

murthy’s celebrated novel, was imprisoned on
false charges. She was tortured in Bangalore
Central Prison and passed away while on
parole on January 20, 1977. She was only 45.
Eminent Malayalam writer-director MT Vasu-
devan Nair had planned to make a film about
her, which, unfortunately, didn’t happen. How-
ever, Uma Chakravarti's documentary Prison
Diaries (2019) provides us an invaluable docu-
ment about the imprisonment of a number of
women who resisted the Emergency through
the life of Snehalatha Reddy. Anand Patward-
han’s 1978 film Prisoners of Conscience is a
chronicle of how, under the Emergency, dis-
senters were detained and tortured in prisons.

'Among the films the White Paper mentions is
Aandhi (Storm, 1975) directed by Gulzar and star-
ring Sanjiv Kumar and Suchitra Sen. The film's
heroine was to be modelled on Indira Gandhi but
that idea was dropped. Permission was
granted only after the producer revised
the film. Kissa Kursi Ka, directed by
Amrit Nahata in 1975, fared worse. The
film was a satire on the politics of that
time. It was first banned and later, its
prints were confiscated. The film as well
as its negative were destroyed. Andolan,
directed by Lekh Tandon (1975) dealt
‘with the 1942 movement. It could not be
released because the producer was
ordered tocut all the portions dealing with under-
groung around
the story. Even the blockbuster Sholay wasn't
spared. The censors asked the producer to change
the end scenes.

Playback singer Kishore Kumar was another
artiste who fell out with the authorities during
the Emergency. As a result, his songs were
banned from the radio and television, both con-
trolled by the government, and the sale of
gramophone records with his songs was made
unlawful! Such bullying and arm-twisting by
the central government were commonplace
during the 21 months of the Emergency. Like
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Playback singer Kishore Kumar was another
artiste who fell out with the authorities
during the Emergency. HTPHOTO

Snehalatha Reddy and Kishore Kumar, not
everyone meekly surrendered. Actor Dev
Anand opposed the Emergency publicly and
described it as a “dark night, a nightmare, an
insult to the people”. He even formed a political
party - the National Party of India - which had
to be disbanded when he failed to find suitable
candidates to fight elections after the Emer-
gency was lifted in 1977.

As the nation commemorates the 50th anni-
versary of the Emergency, these instances of
pushback should be remembered.

Amrit Gangar is a Mumbai-based author,
curator and historian.
The views expressed are personal.

HT's editors offer a book recommendation every Saturday, which provides history,
context, and helps understand recent news events

uphold this ancient wisdom, not just as

physical exercises butasa holistic philoso-

phy for the nurturing of the human mind,
body, and spirit. The phrase from the Bhaga-
vad Gita, yogah karmasu kaushalam (yoga is
skill inaction), points toyoga’s transformative
potential, particularly in empowering women
and nurturing children. Yoga has gained
global recognition as a channel for wellness
andssocial transformation. The UN's 2014 deci-
sion to declare June 21 as International Day of

]:ndIA. the birthplace of yoga, continues to

to build a healthier India

uy d q
exposed to health issues than other sections.
From improving mental healthand hormonal
‘balance tostrengthening the muscu-
lar and skeletal system, yoga is

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has con-
stantly advocated for women-led develop-
ment. The World Bank also argued that
increased female labour force participation
canboost the manufacturing outputby 9%and

help usachievea high-income devel-
oped nation status by 2047. All this

and child care institutions, among others. edu-
cate, influence, and facilitate beneficiaries in

igned yoga
their lives. From IT to space and from policy-
making to strategic defence, women are the
new frontline warriors. Hence, women must
keep working towards unlocking their poten-

uniquely suited to meet the health canonly be achieved when we havea ual with yoga playing a key role. By actwely
needs of women across age groups. physically and i healthy gyogainto our

Adopting yoga before and after women workforce. policies, cultural
pregnancy empowers women to Comi i i i i
effectively manage related health ~ Annpurna  ders, screen and aca- health and well-being, Yoga must
challenges. Prenatal yoga, with its Devi demlc pressures have all become beseennol]uslasapmcuce bumsapamapa-

(argeted postures and

Yoga was the world’s of India’s

greatspiritual and civilisational heritage.
Thisyear’s Yoga Day theme s ‘Yoga for One

Earth, One Health'. As the nation marches

cnmfons - supports pam manage-
ment,a
mo[hers for childbirth physlca]]y and emo-

response to these challenges, by
enhancing concentration, memory,
emotional regulation, sleep quality, and stress.
management. Through Mission Saksham,

we|lness Letusunitein embracmg yogaasa
social and personal commitment to build a
‘healthier India and reach new heights.

IRAN, OVER THE CENTURIES

srael launched a missile attack on Iran’s military
and nuclear sites last Friday. Its stated intent is to
prevent Tehran from developing nuclear weapons.
Iran has since retaliated. Tehran has refused to
discuss its nuclear programme while under attack.
Meanwhile, itis speculated that the US will join Israel
in bombing Iran’s underground nuclear facilities.
‘This week, we recommend Iran: A Modern History,
by Yale University scholar Abbas Amanat. Peppered
with anecdotes, the book interweaves narrative with
analysis and commentary on the culture, society, and
politics of early-modern and modern Iran. The book
covers Iran’s strong poetry tradition, secularisation of
education and the courts of law from ]921 01979,
civil wars,
pation, arts, religious traditions, and mﬂuence onits

MODERN
HISTORY

Iran: A Modern
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OPINION 7

The Fed is just as confused as the rest of us

4
JONATHAN LEVIN

The most powerful institution in global
finance is as completely and utterly con-
fused astherestofus.

At its policy decision Wednesday, the

Federal Reserve’s rate-setting committee
held rates at 4.25 per cent-4.5 per cent, but

essentiallyacknowledged that they had no
idea what would come next.

They couldn’t precisely project where
President Donald Trump’s tariff rates
would end up, much less how they would
impact consumer inflation and the labour
market. Nor could they confidently handi-
cap jarring changes to immigration and
fiscal policies and the evolving war
between Israel and Iran. The big risk, of
course, is that the uncertainty and inde-
cision will make the Fed late to arrest a
potential increase in unemployment.

In the Summary of Economic Projec-
tions, the median member of the Federal
Open Market Committee pencilled in two

estimating just how fat the tails are in the
distribution of potential outcomes, even
over just the next three or four months. Of
the 19 respondents, 14 policymakers
thoughttherisksto theirinflation forecasts
were weighted to the upside — the same
number that thought as much about the
risks to their unemployment projections.
In a nutshell, they don’t pretend to
know what’s coming, but Chair Powell
thinks we may find out relatively soon.
Here’s Powell at his post-decision press con-
ference: We feel like we're going to learn a

see how the labour market

expenditures deflator — the Fed’s pre-
ferred inflation gauge — up around 2.6 per
cent in May from a year earlier (this based
onaBloomberg Economics’ estimate from
the and producer price data).

Given all of the uncertainty, Mr Powell
isrighttostay in wait-and-see mode, but he
can’t linger there too long once the data
breaks. Meanwhile, those of us on theside-
lines should prepare for the policy outlook
toshift quite quickly, potentially assoon as
the Fed’s September 16-17 meeting.

Maybe we really will get two rate cuts
this year, but it’s also perfectly plausible
that we’ll get 150 basis points worth — or
none. It’s a great environment for high-
stakes gamblers — but not so much for

greatdeal more overtl ontariffs.

‘We hadn’t expected them toshowupmuch
by now, and they haven’t. And we will see

As Mr Powell alluded to, it’s largely
trade policy that has put us all in this bind.

‘That’s not at all terrible, and it would
probably be poised toconverge on the Fed’s
2 per cent target if not for Mr Trump's
extremely ill-timed and pointless trade
wars. Without tariffs, the Fed would pro-
bably be cutting right now, providing ballast
to a wobbly labour market and a housing
market that'salready seeing year-over-year
price drops in some parts of the country.

Unfortunately, the central bank has to
play the hand it’s dealt. In the immediate
term, we still don’t know if companies will
passon higher prices to consumers, accept
narrower margins or manage their way to
stable prices by laying off parts of their

and ment

substantial, and that’s causing paralysis
among policymakers — a weird “calm
before thestorm” effectbothat the Fedand
in financial markets.

But at some point before autumn, we
arevery likely that
calm. An alarming jump in initial jobless
claims could lead to rate cuts above and
beyond any policymaker’s base case.

Ajarring CPI report or two could keep
theFed on hold forlongerand promptasel-
loffin bonds. And a jump in realised infla-
tion coupled with signs of unanchored
inflation expectations could even put hikes
back on the table. If they're late to mitigate
the damage, Fed policymakers can take
cover inblaming Mr Trump’s self-sabotag-
mg trade pohcy But they must prepare to

rate cutsthisyear. But that “base case” con-
stitutesamassive overslmphﬁcatlon ofthe

Chair Jerome Powell and his

outlook,

beunder-

theextenttowhichtheydooverthecoming
months. And I think that’s going to inform
our thinking for one thing. Inaddition, we’ll

In recent months, the disinflationary
trends in housing and non-housing ser-
vices have the core personal consumption

nation of all three.

workforce — and maybe it will be acombi-

Theriskstoboth the Fed's stable prices

stgnals breakin a particular direction.

Bloomberg

ILLUSTRATION: BINAY SINHA

PLAIN POLITICS

ADITI PHADNIS

A recent conversation with a Dalit
member of the Legislative Assembly
(MLA) from the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) in Bihar revealed new truths
about the upcoming Assembly poll in
thestate. The MLA, from the Samasti-
pur region, is a mathematician who
was also a full-time pracharak in the
Rashtriya Sangh (RSS)

be made compulsory in government-
run schools. Nitish refused to imple-
ment this in Bihar, though his party
was part of the NDA.

During the BJP’s national execu-
tive meeting held in Patna in June
2010, full-page advertisements
appeared in local dailies with Nitish
thanking Narendra Modi, then Guja-
ratchief minister, forZ5croreas flood-
relief aid. Furious at the portrayal of
Bihar as a kind of mendicant, Nitish
cancelled a dinner he was to host for
BJP leaders [the hapless Sanjay Jha,
current working president of the
JD(U) and Union minister, was the
bearer of the dis-invitation to Mr
Modi]. Nitish also returned the 35
crore to the Gujarat government. His
party broke its alliance with the BJP-
led NDA soon after Mr Modi was

till hisservice wassought by the BJPto
fight the panchayat and later the 2020
Assembly elections. He is an influen-
tial Dalit voice in the BJP.

“We really respect Nitishji (Bihar
Chief Minister Nitish Kumar): Notjust
for his commitment to social justice
butalso forthe way he lives. He hasno
family. In all these years, there have
been no corruption charges agamst
him. Everythinghe’shad, givento

the BJP’s chief of the 2014
Lok Sabha election campaign com-
mittee in 2013.

Now theyre friends again, though
the BJP is watching moves in the
JD(U) carefully, especially succession.
For the BJP, the JD(U) needs to con-
tinue to exist as an entity. Bihar’s
Extremely Backward Classes (EBCs)
and the Kurmi and Keori castes are
still solidly behmd Nitish. Because of
social jon: they are

Bihar. In thisaspect, he representsthe
values we in the RSS have been
taught,” he said, about the man whois
leading his party, the Janata Dal
(United), or JD(U), in fighting what
could be his last election.

Now itisalljibes about hischamel-
eon-like politics and a loosening grip
overtheadministration. But there was
atime Nitish had the BJPtremblingin
the state. Veterans recall that in 2006
the National Democratic Alliance
(NDA) declared that singing “Vande
Mataram” (the lyric occurs in a 19th
century Bengali novel that has dispar-
aging remarks about Muslims) must

unlikely tocome to the BJP. Nitish has
tried to build up alternative Kurmi
leaderswho could have taken the reins
after him. R C P Singh, civil servant-
turned-politician and a Kurmi, was
one such. His ambition got the better
of him. In the BJP’s assessment, the
next best is current Bihar Minister
Shravan Kumar, who has been MLA
from Nalanda for more than seven
terms. His loyalty to Nitish is unques-
tionable and so is his grip over his
community. Mr Jha and Vijay Kumar
Chaudhry are influential in the party
and have Nitish’s ear. But they are
upper-caste. Others have their eye on

the JD(U)'s social base too: The
appointment of Mangani Lal Mandal,
of the Dhanuk caste (EBC), as presi-
dent of the Rashtriya Janata Dal’s
(RJD’s) Bihar unit is strategic.

In the BJP’s assessment, in this
election Hindutva is best kept on the
back-burner. To be sure, the party will
frame issues of Bangladeshi infiltra-
tion, especially in areas like Kishan-
ganj, which has a 65 per cent Muslim
population. But this is not the time to
rock the boat on religious issues,
because the alliance with Nitish has
brought Muslim support to the NDA,
however small. Instead, the appeal
will be on governance and Nitish's
efforts over successive governments,
especially his first tenure, to create
administrative capacity in the state. It
is no coincidence, for instance, that
‘women’s representation in the police
force in Bihar is now among the high-
estinIndia (24 percent)and has grown
2per centjust between 2022 and 2024.
This is in part the result of the invest-
ment by Nitish in girls’ education in
his various tenures as chief minister.

Prohibition is non-negotiable and
those who argue against it, including
former BJP Member of Parliament like
R K Singh, dont 1 the

Perils of self-hyphenation

China and Pakistan are in a tight strategic alliance.
India must deal with them one at a time, but be
prepared in case they decide to collude

Last week, National Interest teased a sequel:
The perils of self-hyphenation. What does
this mean?

For three decades de-hyphenation from
Pakistan has been the centre point of our grand
strategy. Butwecan’t from Pakistan

used a different description, saying that their
view on the subcontinent is not a zero-sum
game. That they could have ties with Indiaand
Pakistan independent of each otherand unen-
cumbered by the burdens of the Cold War.

physically or strategically. As Atal Bihari
Vajpayee’s immortal line goes: “You cannot
choose your neighbours.” India is particularly
“blessed” in that respect, with two big hostile
nuclear-armed neighbours.

They are in a tight strategic alliance, which
istoday perhaps the strongest in the world after
America and Israel. Yet they’re different coun-
tries, with shared interests but different prio-
rities. You have to have the wherewithal to deal
with them. Ideally, one at a time but be pre-
paredin casethey decideto collude, eitherindi-
rectly as principal-and-proxy, as during
Operation Sindoor, or, who knows, in actlve
warfare. Thefirst elementof Indi rat-

TheSimla isrooted in this prin-
ciple —thathenceforth, Indiaand Pakistan will
both discuss all their issues bilaterally. It
implied that no third party, no mediator had
any further role to play, and that the old UN

1986 interview with India Today, had said:
“China is the real challenge. Pakistan can be
handled en passant.” Fun fact: That’s the first
time I read that expression. It means ‘in pas-
sing” and isdrawn from nonchalantly knocking
off a pawn in chess. You might translate it into
Hindi as “chaltechalte”. Asin, Pakistan ko hum
chaltechaltesambhal sakte hain.

How has what we thought we could handle
en passant in 1986 returned to centre stage?
The short answer: We've reinstalled it there.
The Modi government has done it by making
Pakistan an essential feature of its domestic
politics. This political formulation isn’t at all
twisted. It is quite linear. Pakistan equals ter-
rorism, which means Islamist terrorism, and
suffice it to say, makes the core of the politics

Security Council Resoluti
rendered obsolete.

This is why India became so trtggered by
Donald Tt tion (.
far) that he brought about the peace between
India and Pakistan. The Congress latched on,
accusingNarendraModi of surrendering under
Mr Trump’s pressure (“Narender, surrender”)
and he responded. At this point, however, it
tookslikebothsidss b imed down. Hope-

egy, therefore, has tobe to prevent.

Ofthe two, militarily and econ-
omically, India is much better
equipped to deal with Pakistan.
Chinaisthereally formidable chal-
lenge that we will need years to
either match upto, or to create suf-
ficient mutual vested interest in
stable peace. Thatis wheretheidea
of de-hyphenation with Pakistan
comes from.Itiswise,and hasbeen

fully, what“ hsid the most
i the21stcentury will
survive this turbulence.

Let’s be optimistic now and
hope that Mr Trump takes a chill
pill on the subcontinent, under-
standing that if he so needs a
Nobel, this is the wrong geostra-
tegic patch for him to find it. If
India and Pakistan do really
decide on a permanent peace,
why would they give some out-

tialst

pursued by every Prime Minister NATIONAL sider the credit? There are Nobel
since Indira Gandhi’s second hopefuls here as well. Everybody
comingin1980. INTEREST can be aspirational, and in this

India has pushed back sharply SHEKHAR GUPTA case,inagood way.
lookifand

at any suggestion of an Indo-Pak
policy from Western powers (read the United
States). Progress on this was slow, until the first
BillClinton term, and then picked up. Inthe two

he nuclear deal, it has moved at

ground reality, the party feels. Despite
all the gaps and leakages in imple-
menting prohibition, the BJP believes
that just on this issue, the vote of
women overrides caste. Regional
issues like the development of Mithi-
lanchal to prevent migration are also
goingtobe framed as issues of growth
inBihar.

Ifthe combined Modi-Nitisheffort
leads to a windfall for the BJP but not
the JD(U), could Nitish be cut out of
the equation altogether? No one is
answering this question. But as they
say in corporate-speak, for now
“Nitish Kumar is an invaluable
member of the team”.

asprinting pace.

Indiapushed it totheextent thatit objected
ifaWestern leader combined visitstoIndiaand
Pakistan. The two-country rule was seen asan
offence and another name of

Howwill:
when Mr Trump does calm down? That’s the
questionthat ion.

of Hindu-Muslim polarisation.

India’s larger strategic plan of these three
decades is sound and pragmatic. Stabilise the
situation with China and respond only to the
gravest provocation. Create the time to build
India’s economy and reposition it favourably
in the post-Cold War era as its comprehensive
national power (CNP) rises.

Meanwhile, keep advising the world not to
hyphenate you with Pakistan, as you've
moved into a different orbit, and are poised to
jump higher still. But, are we following that
advice ourselves?

The evidence of the past decade isn’t
reassuring — especially since 2019, after Pul-
wama won the Modi government its biggest
election victory yet. Since then, Pakistan has
become central tothe Modi-BJP politics. Thisis
our self-hyphenation.

It has now reached a stage where even the
Pakistanis would think they can game our
responses. They will end up suffering more in
the end, as we saw again in their battered air-
bases. Butifthey weresorational, they won't be
trapped in this permanent enmity with India.
‘Thisalsoguarantees Pakistan army its pre-emi-
nence there. See how Op Sindoor has pulled
Asim Munir from the publicopinion doghouse

tonational

Check out the number of times Paklstan fea-
turesinour, mostly the Bharatiya Janata Party’s
(BJP’s), political discourse, and not necessarily
after Op Sindoor. It’'s aharsh reality, but mustbe
stated, that over the years, thisBJPgovernment
has pretty much built its domestic politics
arounc ly hostile Pakistan.

however c itmight forvisi-
tors. The first sign it was working came during
Mr Clinton’s post-Kargil visit when he did touch
downin Pakistanbut leftaftera few hoursatthe
airport, having delivered a finger-wagging
“maps in the subcontinent can no longer be
redrawn in blood” warning to the Pakistanis.
This principle is now so firmly ished that
we just saw how the Indonesian President Pra-
bowo Subianto visiting India as our Republic
Day chief guest was gently dissuaded from

I dont know how you prefer to a.nalyse
i il

Thisunderlines the perils of self-hyphena-
tion. By making Pakistan central toits politics,
the BJP has now created an unexpected pre-
dicament for itself, and for India — where its
domestic political interests are clashing with
India’s geopolitical priorities.

Indian strategists are smart and need
space to. deal with this Trumpian world of

Butif?

analysls of all speeches by the Prime Minister,
you will find Pakistan featuring, compared to
China, 100:1. In fact, maybe even more than
that. How does one explain this, when we are
alsotold that China is the real long-term threat
to India? Pakistan doesn’t matter so much.
‘We've left it so far behind.

It is a belief shared across the political and
intellectual divide going back four decades.

adding Pakistan tothe itinerary. Th

General Kri undarji, in a famous

wars. They will be
strengthened by a reboot in our domestic
politics. On Pakistan, our diplomats should
use their skills to keep diminishing the threat,
as focused military spending builds deter-
rence. Meanwhile, the BJP’s politics should
dropthisre-hyphenation. Diminish, deter, de-
hyphenate. That’s the 3D solution to our Pak-
istan problem.

By special arrangement with ThePrint

When the

EYE CULTURE

KUMAR ABISHEK

On May 10, 1994, Nelson Mandela
skipped his own inauguration parties.
Instead, he satamonga largely Black
crowd at Ellis Park, watching South
Africaplay Zambia in football. “T
wanted our people to know how much
Iappreciated the sacrifices made by
our athletes during the boycott,” he
said. A year later, at the same stadium,
he walked onto a rugby pitch wearing
aSpringbok jersey — an apartheid-era
symbol —and handed the World Cup
toastunned Francois Pienaar.

Itwas a gesture loaded with grace,
timing, and vision. Mandela knew: In
acountry broken by race and
memory, sport wasn’t a sideshow. It
was where the nation could be
remade. Nowhere was that tested
more than in cricket.

‘Which is why South Africa’s 2025
World Test Championship victory
wasn’t just overdue. It was trans-
formative. Not because the “chokers”
finally won — but because they did so
asthemselves. In full colour.

‘When Temba Bavuma and Aiden
Markram stitched together their 147-
run partnership at Lord’s, the weight
was more than scoreboard pressure.
Bavuma, South Africa’s first Black
African Test captain, had carried years
of coded whispers and overt scrutiny.
A“transformation pick,” some said.
But he stayed. He endured.

Limping to the crease, shoulders
squared, he walked like he belonged.
He walked for many who never could.

Like Krom Hendricks, South
Africa’s fastest bowler in the 1890s,

Rainbow wore white

who was denied a Test cap and offered
instead the job of a coolie. Or the gen-
erations who played under apartheid
industy fields and “Board” leagues —
for pride, not for glory. Their records
were ignored. Their legacies were oral.

During apartheid, cricket mirrored
the nation’s divisions. In 1968, Basil
D'Oliveira’s selection for England
sparked diplomatic fury. South Africa
had already outcast him in 1948 for
being “Cape Coloured”.

The D'Oliveira Affair triggered dec-
ades of sporting exile. Return came in
1991, when Clive Rice led the team out
inIndia. It felt redemptive — but also
conservative. White structures were
preserved; Black cricket, with its cul-
tureof defiance, was folded in, often
uncredited. The late Peter Bacchus,
who captained non-white sides during
apartheid, once said he played not for
victory but for resistance. That resis-
tance lingered. Ask Makhaya Ntini,
South Africa’s first Black African Test
regular, who ransolo laps of the sta-
dium just to feel visible. Or Ashwell
Prince, booed by home fans for daring
towear the Protea badge.

The Proteas — named for the
national flower — were meant to sym-
bolise new beginnings. But for years,
they didn’t. Players of colour were
often treated like passengers, not
peers. Bavuma grew up inside that
contradiction. In 2016, he became the
first Black African toscore a Test cen-
tury. The celebration was polite. Not
roaring. He stayed. He earned his
place. And when he lifted the WTC
mace — his son in onearm — it meant
more than atitle. Markram, a white
cricketer raised in post-apartheid Pre-
toria, didn’t ignore the past. He stood

The seven deadly digital sins

alongside it. Their stand was a bridge,
notabandage.

For years, South African cricket
felt burdened. With pressure, with
misfortune, with somethi
unnamed. In The Curse and the Cup,
Gaurav Bhalla gives it form. Ona
cursed day in 1991, Vuyisa Lis i
and his son, Manga — two gifted Black
spinners — die in separate tragedies.
Their mother, Mama Nonkosi, blames
the white system and places a curse:
South Africa will never win a world
title. Fiction, yes. But it captured a
feeling. That something always went
‘wrong. Until now.

This win belonged to all of them:
‘To A Bde Villiers and Jacques Kallis,
to Vernon Philander and Kagiso
Rabada, to Hashim Amla and Keshav
Maharaj. To Faiek Davids and Hussein
Manack, who were part of the re-
formed squad in 1991, unsure if they
truly belonged. To Barry Richards and
Graeme Pollock, brilliant but exiled.
‘To Graeme Smith’s certainty and
Omar Henry’s heartbreak.

And to every child watching now
—dreaming not in spite of who they
are, but because of it.

South Africa has long chased Des-
mond Tutu’s vision: The Rainbow
Nation. On June 14,2025 —at Lord’s,
13,000 km from Johannesburg — it
felt real. The Rainbow wore white.

Mandela once said sport “has the
power to unite people in a way that
little else does.” In 1995, he proved it
by wearing a jersey. In 2025, the Pro-
teas proved it by wearing the past —
and still standing tall.

No theatrics. No slogans. Just the
longarc of history — finally bending
the right way.

“ANA
YES, BUT...

SANDEEP GOYAL

The seven deadly sins, or cardi-
nalsins, are pride, greed, wrath,
envy, lust, gluttony, and sloth.
Pride (superbia in Latin,
hubris in Greek) is considered
the original and worst of the
seven deadly sins — the most
demonic: “Pride goeth before
destruction, and a haughty spirit
before a fall.” Greed, avaritia, is
aninordinatedesiretoacquire or
possess more than one needs.
Wrath, ira, is uncontrolled feel-
ings of anger, rage, and hatred,
sometimes leading to ven-
geance. Envy, born of vanity or
vaingloria, is the sad or resentful
covetousness towards the traits
or possessions of another, some-
times leading to the urge to
inflict pain upon others. Lust,
luxuria, or lechery, is intense
longing leading to unbridled
sexual desire. But it can also
denote other forms of unbridled
desire — such as for power or
money. Gluttony, gula, is the
overindulgence and overcon-
sumption of anything to the
point of excess. Sloth, acedia, is

the absence of interest in, or
habitual disinclination to, exer-
tion — a mind-state that gives
risetoboredom, rancour, apathy,
and a passive, inert, or sluggish
mentation leading to laziness,
idleness, and indolence.

In the digital age today, the
seven deadly sins have taken on
distinct contemporary avatars
— Instagram (pride), LinkedIn
(greed), Twitter (wrath), Face-
book (envy), Tinder (lust),
Zomato (gluttony) and Sloth
(Netflix).

Let us start with lust. Tinder
is so “evilly satisfying”. When it
comes to finding a mate,
Tinder’s right swipes appeal to
the simplest of our cognitive
shortcuts: Are they nearby? Are
they available? Are they attract-
ive? If so, swipe right. For short-
term hook-ups or daily lust,
Tinder is perfect. Tinder has
caused a “dating apocalypse”.
With more and more people
becomingincreasingly disinter-
ested in conventional relation-
ships and more

‘woman — a cyborgian face that
is young, with poreless skin and
plump, high cheekbones, catlike
eyesand long, cartoonishlashes,
asmall, neat nose, and full, lush
lips. “It’s the Instagram Face —
an unrealistic sculpture that
looks like it'’s made out of clay,”
as The New Yorker putsit.

If malice or envy were tan-
gible and had a shape, it would
be the shape of a boomerang,
whichis what Facebook s today.
Facebook is like being in a play
‘where you make acharacter, not
play yourself. Users who feel
jealous of their friends’ status
updates, photos, and life

That is where self-doubt kicks
in. Low self-esteem hits home.
And the greed for more — a
bigger title, a better compensa-
tion, more peer appreciation
and applause — gets triggered.
The early symptoms may be
manifested in frustration and
dejection over the success of
others but lack of contentment
leads to FOMO, hence greed.
Sloth is an offence against
time, asin against our potential-
ity, a sin against ourselves — a
failure to get out there and grab
what we deserve and what we
can achieve. Netflix, with its

often deal with it by exaggerat-

that we are capable of doing, or

ingtheirown
posting unrealistically pretty
profile shots, and sharing over-
the-topstatusupdates. These, in
turn, lead other Facebook
friends to feel jealous and inad-
equate — the boomerang —
something researchers have also
dubbed an “envy spiral.”
Gluttony and Zomato are
kind of The 24x7

with technology in their per-
sonal lives, the allure of swiping
has become too evilly satisfying
toquit.

Now to pride. Instagram is
often described as a “highlight
reel” of people’s lives, focusing
on their best moments rather
than the everyday realities —
users actively craft their profiles
and posts to project a desired
image of themselves. Instagram
hastriggered the gradual emerg-
ence of the new beautiful

food delivery app has opened
up possibly every restaurant,
every cuisine, and every eating
aperture to both access and
excess. Graze or gorge — gas-
tronomy is becoming daily glut-

ny, compromising the
“wellth” of all. Gluttony is a lust
of the mind, and Zomato is
helping lubricate it.

LinkedIn can help you find
ajoband promote yourself, but
it may also leave you question-
ing your own career trajectory.

must do. , Stranger
Things, Emily in Parzs Wednes-
day, Dahmer, Yellowstone, Squid
Game, and Money Heist — Net-
flixcontentisriveting and relax-
ing, but also ruining.

“X? Twitter is toxic. Home
to online abuse, hate speech,
and harassment. Home to trolls.
Itstarted with autopian vision of
creating a space for genuine
publicdiscourse, but that is now
long gone. It is now more about
hate, divisiveness, and zilch
moderation.

The moot question is
whetheradigital business can be
built from The Seven Gifts of
Grace: Wisdom, Understanding,
Counsel, Knowledge, Piety, For-
titude, and Fear of the Lord. Or
doessin sell better than virtue?

The auLhor is chairman of
Rediffusion
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BECAUSE THE TRUTH

INVOLVES US ALL

AFTER LUNCH

India has stood its ground with US, it must also flag how Munir's
Pakistan nurtures terror —and why Delhi has drawn hard red lines

N 2018, IN his first term, US President Donald Trump had spelt out, in his typically
blunt style, the sense that indi and had taken of
Washington: “The United States has foolishly given Pakistan more than 33 billion
dollars in aid over the last 15 years, and they have given us nothing but lies & de-

ceit, thinking of our leaders as fools... they give safe haven to terrorists”. This week, he

said: “Ilove Pakistan™. It would be simplistic to view the unprecedented lunch meeting
at the White House between Trump and General Asim Munir — the first time a military

leader who is not head of state in Pakistan has been accorded the honour — as amajor u-

turn. Indeed, India-US ties have been steadily deepening over the last three decades,

based e of economicand strategici values,evenasthe

US-Pakistan relationship has grown more volatile. That said, the current moment in in-

ternational relations is one of flux and Delhi must tread carefully.

The Pahalgam attack underscored the grave national security threat that Pakistan-
sponsored terrorism continues to present for India. With Operation Sindoor, Delhi has
made it clear to both Rawalpindi and the world that it will pierce the shield of “proxies”
and not give in to Pakistan's nuclear blackmail. India has raised the costs of terror in or-
der to ensure that such attacks on its soil are not carried out with impunity.
Communicating the new normal it has etched with Pakistan after Pahalgam toiits friends
abroad is Delhi's challenge. To be sure, Delhi cannot control who Trump chooses to en-
gage, and for what reasons. Pakistan's geography — it shares a 900-km border with Iran
—may make itanattractive tactical partner for the USin the current Israel-Iran war. There
is speculation that Pakistan's rolling out the red carpet for the privately-owned US cryp-
tocurrency firm, World Liberty Financial (WLF), may have helped ingratiate Munir to the
‘White House — Donald Trump Jr has close ties with WLF. A White House spokesperson
has claimed that Munir has proposed Trump for the Nobel Peace Prize for his self-pro-
claimed role — firmly denied by India — in the post Op Sindoor cessation of hostilities. For
India, though, the question is less why the Munir-Trump meeting, and more about how
to ensure that the red lines it has laid down are respected, including by the US.

Justafortnight before ters killed 26 peoplein P confirming theirre-
ligion, Munir had reiterated some of the nastiest tropes of the two-nation theory. He called
Kashmir Pakistan's “jugular vein”, and reduced the complex and layered identities of the
Subconunen[ 's people to their religion. It is now for Delhi — diplomatically, through the ap-

| remind thatPakistan's Field Marshal is a fundamen-
tahsthth anarmy at his disposal. Delhi has done well so far in standing its ground and mak-
ing it clear that it will not compromise on its national interest: Even if belatedly, it issued
aclear denial of I’lesndcmTrump 's claims about mediating the ceasefire. Now, it must un-
derli that Munir's vision of Pakistan poses for stability in the
region and for global order — and why Delhi has drawn some hard red lines.

Not BY MSP

Import dependence in vegetable oils is high, set to rise further.
Solution does not lie in simply hiking minimum support prices

NDIA'S PULSES AND vegetable oil imports touched a record 7.3 million tonnes (mt)

and 16.4 mt, valued at $5.5 billion and $17.3 billion respectively, in 2024-25. Some

of that may have had tu do with the strong El Nifio-induced drought of 2023-24,

ts on food inflati ded right up to December 2024. It forced large-

scale imports — in the case of pulses, from an average of 2.6 million during 2018-19 to
2022-23t04.7 mt and 7.3 mt in the following two fiscals. But the same cannot be said
i ts,which h from 79 mtin 2013-14.It’s quite

inthe currentfiscal, assuming a nor-

about

willreduce

ma] monsoon. But that's unlikely with vegetable oils, where rising imports have attained
astructural inevitability similar crude and natural gas.

ln pu]_%s scientists have bred shorter-duration chana (chickpea) and photo—thermo in-

) varieties,

tion or in all four seasons. Much of the increased domestic pulses production after 2015-16,
notwithstanding the setbacks of the last two years, has been courtesy of chana and moong.
Ithas, then, limi O inly to arhar(pigeon-pea)and urad (black gram):
Inanormal year, India can produce roughly 90 per cent of its consumption requirement.
Such effort has been woefully lacking in oilseeds. Take soyabean, where the average per-
hectare yield in India is hardly one tonne, compared to 2.6 tonnes in Argentina and 34-3.5
tonnes in Brazil and the US. Not allowing genetic modification i b mustard, with
potential for raising yields, hasn't helped either. It's not surprising that the import depend-
ence in vegetable oils is well over 60 per cent —and, at the current pace, set torise further.

The solution does not lie in hiking minimum support prices (MSP). MSPs have no
meaning unless accompanied by physical procurement as with rice and wheat. But even
that has limitations. The latest MSP for soyabean, at Rs 5,328 per quintal or $615 per
tonne, is way above the landed cost of $400-450 for the same from Brazil and the US.
‘What the government can do s to assure oilseed: in-
come support, while setting this at a reasonable level that incentivises them to grow
and even expand acreages under these crops. But there is no i i

irriga-

d pulses f; fa
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‘WoRrDLY WISE
THE BEST WAY TO FIND OUT IF YOU CAN TRUST
SOMEBODY IS TO TRUST THEM.
— ERNEST HEMINGWAY

Their Iran blindspot

Trump and Netanyahu's decisions will make Iran’s
~ nuclearisation lessimmediate — but eventually, more certain

JONAH BLANK

ISRAEL’S DEVASTATING ATTACK on Iran on
June 13 could hardly have been more
telegraphed: Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu had talked about it for a decade
and openly threatened it for months. Israel
then systematically destroyed much of the
nation’s air defenses in preparation for the
attack over the course of the past year. Any
short-term setback, however, is likely only
toaccelerate Iran’s long-term nuclear ambi-
tions. But Iran should have known better:
Neither the Israeli nor the American leader s
ever planning for the long term.
hasspenthi ire career not

planning for the long term. He has thwarted all
attempts to achieve a two-state solution for
the problems created by his nation’s occupa-
tionof the West Bankand Gaza, but has never
seriously considered the fate of the five mil-
lion Palestinians who live there. In 2015, when
then US President Barack Obama painstak-
ingly forged a multinational agreement to
contain Iran’s nuclear weapons programme
(the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action, or
JCPOA), Netanyahu plotted with Republican
members of Congress totry to subvert it —
without native.

Israel's attacks have the stated goal of ter-
minating Iran’s nuclear programme, but they
cannot achieve this objective: Thousands of
centrifuges and hundreds of pounds of
highly enriched uranium remain safely pro-
tected at underground facilities at Natanz
and, particularly, Fordow. The only conven-
tional munitions capable of destroying such
strongholds are 30,000-1b “bunker buster”
GBU-57 bombs, which the US has not pro-
vided. It is possible that Netanyahu aims to
leverage America into delivering these
weapons, or perhaps joining the attack di-
rectly. It's also possible that his real aim is
regime change. But Netanyahu's primary
motivation is probably far more limited:
After a disastrous occupation of Gaza and
several pending court cases for corruption,
he is likely seeking any short-term distrac-
tion from his own political and legal woes.

Trump isn't playing for the long term ei-
ther: “Long term” is not a concept in Trump's
mental vocabulary. The US President does

The best long-term option is a
return to the JCPOA: A status
that contained Iran’s nuclear
programme, without forcing
Tehran into precisely the sort
of choice it faces today. After
seeing what happens when
one doesn't possess a nuclear
deterrent, why would any
sane Iranian leader not race
full-out for abomb?

not base decisions on long-range American
national security, economic, or geopolitical
interests. He bases policy choices on his ever-
changing whims. His overall drivers remain
constant: Personal profit, vengeance and self-
aggrandisement. But such a limited set of im-
peratives falls far short of anything that could
be considered along-term strategy.

Iran’s remaining leadership has almost
certainly absorbed that lesson by now, and
is unlikely to give up its nuclear dreams: The
only thing that could have prevented this at-
tack would have been the threat of nuclear

Iran wa aboutits nu-
clear planning before this, publicly disavow-
ingany intenti pi and
movin; thanit might 1

the path towards weaponisation, while re-
taining the capability of a near-term “break
out”. Iranis now likely to seeka credible nu-
clear deterrent as speedily as possible.

Soon after taking office in January, Trump
opened nuclear negotiations with Iran. These
were always a flim-flam: The JCPOA had
achieved greater containment thanany other
accord would have been likely toachieve,and
Trump unilaterally reneged on that in his first
term. The real purpose of Trump’s negotia-
tion, like that of all his deals, is vainglory.

‘Why does Trump want to recreate a nu-
clear deal he himself rejected? Because one
of his iose ambitions (1 istic as it

East. After the Israeliattack, Trump said, “Iran
and Israel should make a deal, and will make
adeal, just like I got India and Pakistan to
make, in that case by using TRADE with the
United States.” This narrative is clearly false:
India was definitely not induced to cease
Operation Sindoor by American pressure, let
alone by “TRADE” concessions (which, inany
case, have not actually materialised). For
Trump, none of that matters: The Art of the
Deal is merely the art of claiming a deal.

Agreeing to a permeable deal is likely
Iran’s best bet. Israel has already decimated
Hezbollah and Hamas, the two most potent
Iranian partners in conducting asymmetrical
warfare through terrorism. The fall of Syrian
dictator Bashar al-Assad deprived Iran of a
key regional partner. Its other allies, like the
Houthiforces in Yemen and Shi‘amilitiaslike
the Islamic Resistance in Iraq, can project lit-
tle power beyond their own nations.

In the long term, even if the US enables
Israel to devastate underground facilities at
Fordow, Iran will likely be able to gain nuclear
weapons capability. As was demonstrated
two decades ago by Abdul Qadeer Khan's nu-
clear proliferation ring and North Korea's
linked arms trading, any nation with Iran’s
resources can find willing vendors of nuclear
and ballistic missile technology. The best
long-term option is a return to the JCPOA: A
that contained Iran’s nuclear pro-

might sound)is to be awarded aNobel Prize.
This honour was given to Obama in 2009,
and itstillirritates Trump endlessly. This ex-
plains his newfound emphasis on negotiat-
ing peace treaties across the world — even
when such treaties are entirely fictional.
Throughout the 2024 presidential campaign,
he vowed to bring peace between Russiaand
Ukraine on his first day in office, and in a
February Oval Office meeting, he publicly be-

gramme, without forcing Tehran into pre-
cisely the sort of choice it faces today. After
seeingwhat happens when one doesn't pos-
sessanuclear deterrent, why would any sane
Iranian leader not race full-out fora bomb?
Long-term planning requires trade-offs. If
you're the leader of a powerful nation, you
might have to forgo a flashy-but-transitory
headline today in order to seal a boring-yet-
substantial treaty that will benefit your suc-

rated L President Volod
Zelenskyy in an unsuccessful attempt to
bully him into accepting Russia’s terms of
surrender. After India responded militarily
to Pakistan-backed terrorism at
Trump claimed to have “mediated” a cease—
fire, only to have India slap the boast down.
Th icis at play in the Middl

cessor. Neither nor Trumpis that
kind of leader. Which is why their decisions
will make Iran’s nuclearisation less immedi-
ate — but, eventually, more certain.

Blank s the author of Mullahs on the
Mainframe: Islam and Modernity
‘Among the Daudi Bohras

MOovVIES, MONEY, MOTHERHOOD

Why can’t Bollywood'’s women have it all?

ALAKA SAHANI

IT'S UNUSUAL FOR the film industry to de-
bate what kind of support a new mother
needs or the importance of work-life balance.
However, the recent controversy over actor
Deepika Padukone’s exit from Sandeep
Reddy Vanga's next film, Spirit, as well as a
series of comments and observations made
by different celebrities on working hours, has
put the spotlight on issues that are often
brushed under the carpet.

It has been almost three weeks since
Padukone, one of India’s top stars, reportedly
walked out of Spirit because her reported de-
‘mand for a paycheck of Rs 20 crore (some re-
portssay Rs 25 crore), a cut of the profits, and,
most significantly, an eight-hour shift was
allegedly not met. Earlier reports of her join-
ing the Spirit cast and commanding an astro-
nomical fee were projected asa “hurrah mo-
ment” for Padukone, both personally and for
the film industry, where a huge gender-
based pay disparity is the norm.

Inarapid turn of events, Padukone, who

Change has been building,
one woman at a time. Years
ago, Kareena Kapoor made
the refreshing choice to not
hide her ‘live-in’ relationship
with Saif Ali Khan or her
pregnancies. She normalised
these developments as a part

forin-
creasing yields and reducing cultivation costs — which has d

\ger”, was obliquely

2o at" by Vangain his of her life and career

g

not
inoilseeds, unlike with rice, wheat or sugarcane.

SPIRIT IS WEAK

The G&T's crispness is fading thanks to climate
change —and it's not the only flavour on the brink

EW THINGS SAY summer like the clink of ice in a gin and tonic. But purists may
soon find their G&T tastes less like azephyr and more like a shrug ina highball glass.

Climate change has been oastlines and collapsing ecosystems. Now,
it’s altering scmethmg subtler though no less evocative: Flavour. A study from
's Heriot-Watt Universit d ing weather patter the

signature aromatics of juniper — the cornerstone of gin. Wetter weather can reduce the
plant’s volatile compounds, dulling the woody, piny clarity that is the defining feature of a
good ginand tonic. One may be forgiven for thinking this to be a minor concernamid plan-
etary upheaval, but each fading taste also signifies a loss of memory, culture, and craft.

Juniperjoins a growing list of ingredients caught in the climate-change crossfire. Coffee
is losing its acidity as warming temperatures push beans to ripen too quickly. Chocolate
maybecome scarcer d di inWest Africa. In Bordeaux
and Burgundy, premature grape harvests are changing the character and complexity of
wines. Hops, essential to beer’s aroma and bitterness, are facing declining yields in Europe.
The atlas of taste is being redrawn one ecological shift at a time.

To dismiss this as gourmand hand-wringing is to miss the point. Taste is terroir — it re-
flects land and labour, the slow alchemy of ecology and identity. The sensory richness of a
drinkor dishis the product of centuries of adaptation between humans and their environ-
ment —agric both sh: and is shaped by climate change. As this balance becomes
precarious, the consequences extend well beyond the table. So, the next time one raises a
toast, savour it slowly. The world as one has tasted it is changing, one sip at a time.

trajectory. So did Alia Bhatt,
who normalised working
during her pregnancy.
Padukone, too, shot for and
promoted ‘Kalki 2898 AD’
during her pregnancy,
notwithstanding the
constant trolling that she
was ‘faking her pregnancy’.

now-viral tweet. The dispute has, asexpected,
drawn polarised reactions, with the actor be-
ing trolled and lauded for her demands in
equal measure. Inadvertently, the episode
a when th i
and choices of a working mother became in-
dustry talking points. In a welcome change,
the discourse acknowledged Padukone’s de-
mand for high remuneration, instead of
‘merely questioning her commema.l value.
Theseexc ate that perception:

about
status — have shifted. Director Kabir Khan,
while speaking to Movified, asked why, when
top male actors like Aamir Khan and Akshay
Kumar work an eight-hour shift, the same
provlslon couldn't be extended to Padukone.
ing on the high ion that
she was supposedly charging, he said,
“Deepika consistently pulls crowds, so she
rightly commands the fee she does.” Actor
Neha Dhupia, too, posted: “For work-life bal-
ance togo beyond conversations, new moms
need practical support and consideration.
Instead, we often get shamed or sidelin

It is no secret that, thanks to an en-
trenched patriarchal mindset and sexist
practices in the film industry, marriage was
seen as a career setback for female stars,
weakening their star power. Motherhood is
the other dreaded M-word, long perceived
as substantially reducing the value of female
stars who are under constant pressure to be
“objects of desire”.

Popular stars suchas Sridevi and Kajol ei-
ther slowed downor shifted their focus away
from movies for some years after embracing
motherhood. Actor Kiara Advani, who
showed off her baby bump at her MET Gala
debut last month, had earlier bowed out of
Farhan Akhtar’s next directorial outing, Don 3,
‘making way for Sharvari Wagh to star oppo-
site Ranveer Singh.

Yet, change has been building, one
woman ata time. Years ago, Kareena Kapoor
made the refreshing choice to not hide her
“live-in” relationship with Saif AliKhan or her

pregnancies. She normalised these develop-
ments as a part of her life and career trajec-
tory. Sodid Alia Bhatt, who normalised work-
her pregnanc h

Brahmastra: Part One - Shiva (2022) sporting
an outfit with the words “Baby on Board"
written on the back. Padukone, too, shot for
and promoted Kalki 2898 AD during her preg-
nancy, notwithstanding the constant trolling
that she was “faking her pregnancy”.

‘While Padukone has not addressed spec-
ulationabout her fallout with Vanga, she has
hinted at her stand on this issue. Having ear-
lier stated that she would raise her daughter
Dua herself, the actor told Vogue Arabia, fol-
lowing the Spirit controversy, “Whenever 'm
faced with complicated or difficult situations,
to beable to listen to my inner voice and just
stand by decisions that really give me alot of
peaceis whenl feel most in equilibrium.” This
was followed by a slick video on Instagram
onJune 7 which revealed that Padukone will
playafierce warriorin an Atlee-directed proj-
ect,titled AA22 xAG. The caption was loud and
clear: “The Queen marches to conquer.”

Inahighly competitive industry, retaining
status and star-power, without sacrificing per-
sonal priorities, requires constant hustle. By
sticking to her guns, Padukone sends out a
strong message about claiming what she is
worthevenas she remains ahand-on mother.
This, more than commanding a hefty fee for
actinginVanga's project, s likely tobe thereal
“game-changing moment”.

alaka.sahani@expressindia.com
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INDIAN EXPRESS =
= NEPAL BOMB BLAST

AT LEAST SEVEN people, includinga member
of Parliament, were killed and over 20 injured
in five bomb explosions which rocked the
Nepalese capital. The bombs went off at the
westand south gates of King Birendra's palace,
inthelobby of the Parliament buildingand the
f,, central secretariat and a five star hotel,
/Annapoorna, partly owned by the royal family.

MIRAGES COME HOME

THE FIRST BATCH of Mirage-2000, the multi
role French fighter aircraft that has been ac-
quired by the Indian Air Force, will be flown to

epaperindianexpressicom [l W

India by IAF pilots who have completed flying
training in France. India has purchased 40 of
these versatile fighter jets under a contract
signed in 1983 but the exact number of planes
that will constitute the first batch is not known.
Some reports have indicated that the batch
would consist of five to 10 planes.

HoSTAGE CRISIS

SHIITE MUSLIM LEADER Nabih Bern said that
heaccepted anoffer from Switzerland to use its
territory to hold any exchange of US hostages
seized aboard a hijacked plane for Lebanese
prisoners held by Israel. Bern’s remarks came
after his office said Pope John Paul I had joined

diplomatic efforts to resolve the ordeal of 40
American hostages seized aboard the plane.

UN’s WARNING

THEUN SECURITY Council hasissued a “strong
warning” to South Africa that failure to co-op-
erate in speeding up the independence of
Namibia could force the world body to adopt
punitive measures under the UN charter, in-
cluding mandatory sanctions. Only Britainand
the United States abstained as the council
voted 13 to nil for a non-aligned resolution
which, among other things, condemned the
racist regime in Pretoria forits installation of a
so-called interim government in Namibia.

.. . Chandigarh
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Caste census isn’t enough

BJP talks about backward classes during elections, but when it comes to concrete steps like supporting
our 85 per cent reservation demand or pushing for Ninth Schedule inclusion, it is silent

TEJASHWI PRASAD YADAV

ASREADERSMAY be aware, | recently reached
outtoBihar Chief Minister Nitish Kumarinthe
contextof the conversations around the caste
census The CM ssﬂenceon mydemandto m—
the Ninth Schedule of the Constitution has
once againexposed the so-called double-en-
gine NDA government’s hypocrisy on social
justice issues. That they have nothing to say
clearly reveals their deeply ideological and
hostile attitude towards the poor, the op-
pressed, and the marginalised.

The NDA's reluctance to conduct a
nationwide caste census in the spirit
demanded by Opposition parties like us
is rooted in a combination of political,
ideological,and electoral calculations. The BJP
has long practised polarisation politics
through homogenising religious identity. Its
aim has been to subsume caste distinctions
underabroader religious framework and con-
tinue to reproduce the hierarchical varna
structures in politics and governance. It is
afraid that a comprehensive caste
census would throw up hard data on
caste-based disparities, reinforcing the
relevance of caste in public policy, which goes
against the BJP's preferred narrative of a fic-
tional development.

The BJP’s core leadership and significant
vote base, especially in the Hindi heartland,
draws heavily from the upper castes. A caste
census will highlight the marginalisation of
OBCs, SCs, and STs in representation and ac-
cesstopower. The BJPfears thata caste census
would likely lead to a demand for increased
reservation based on population share. This
fear drives its resistance to our legitimate de-
‘mands for social justice.

Detailed caste data would pmvnde histor-

demographic data— needs to be challenged.
Nobody can deny that caste census data

is essential to rectify the highly skewed de-
velopment map of India in terms of certain
groups acquiring a larger share. By aligning
reservation policies with contemporary de-
mographicand socio-economic realities, the
state canaddress the systemic exclusion that
persists in education, employment, and po-
litical participation. A caste census would
provide empirical clarity on the actual repre-
sentation and deprivation levels of various
sub-groups within the Scheduled Castes,
Scheduled Tribes, and Other Backward
Classes. An enhanced quota of reservation,
guided by the findings of a caste census,
would serve as a vital corrective measure to
address the historical under-representation
of marginalised communities in education,
and e, besides mak-

ically opp: N ups a
powerﬁil electoral and policy weapon to de-
mand reservation realignment and mrgeted
interventions. The

enhanced reservation quotas based on the
findings of a scientific caste census would be
apolitical decision and a socio-economicim-
perative rooted in the constitutional ideals of
equality and justice. Opposition parties like
ours have been pushing for the caste census
because it strengthens the commitments
made in the Constitution. A caste census pro-
vides the empirical foundation to reconfigure
reservationinaway thatreflects the actual so-
cial and economic realities on the ground,
thereby fulfilling the constitutional promise
of equality and social justice.

ing the private sector reflect
diversity in its employment policy. In
essence, reservation without accurate data
risks perpetuating inequality; with a caste
census, it can evolve into a precise tool for
justice and empowerment.

What perturbs me is that the Union gov-
ernment led by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has remained non-committal on thisis-
sue for a very long time. I have seen this du-
plicity firsthand in Bihar politics. The BP talks
about supporting backward classes during
elections, but when it comes to concrete ac-
tion like supporting our 85 per cent reserva-
tion demand or pushing for Ninth Schedule
inclusion, it maintains astudied silence. There

This is exactly why I am d con-
creteactioninBihar through fresh laws toraise
reservation to 85 per cent. We need the
Centre's support through the Ninth Schedule
because we understand that without consti-

itby proxy organisa-
tions inthe corridors of the judiciary. This dual
strategy was employed to help the BJP balance
regional pressures while keeping the national
position cautious and ahgned with broader

tutional protection, these meas-
ures can be challenged and diluted. The arti-
ficial and unscientific 50 per cent ceiling
imposed by the judiciary — neither represen-
tative of the will of the people nor representa-
tive of the composition of society, much less

ideological goals it theRSS.
This exposesits real prioritiesand allegiances.

If the BJP and its partners in the NDA, es-
pecially those from Bihar, cannot do this
much after ruling the state for nearly 20
years, one cannot expect anything from them

A caste census will highlight
the marginalisation of
OBCs, SCs,and STs in
representation and access to
power. The BJP fears thata
caste census would likely lead
to ademand for increased
reservations based on
population share. This fear
drives its resistance to

our legitimate demands

for social justice.

CR Sasikumar

after the recently announced half-hearted
national caste census. The BJP’s overall reluc-
tance stems neither from administrative
challenges norlogistical challenges, but from
political apprehensions: A caste census could
upend the carefully crafted social coalition it
relies on, revive the unmet concerns of so-
cial justice, and challenge its ideological
framing of Indian society.

Asweallknow, afull-fledged, transparent
caste census could produce uncomfortable
truths for the BJP that it would not be able to
spin or suppress. The data would reveal the
actual numbers of different caste groups and
subgroups and their representation invarious
sectors, making it impossible for the BJP to
continue with its rhetoric while denying real

empowerment.
Mydemandsin Blhar for enhanced reser-
vation. ial re part

of this larger battle for lranspamnq/ and jus-
tice. When I ask the CM to convene a special
assembly session, | am demanding that we
'move beyond empty promises to concrete leg-
islative action that can withstand judicial
scrutiny through constitutional protection.

The time has come for all political parties
to decide whether they stand with the con-
stitutional promise of equality or with the
forces that want to preserve historical privi-
leges. A comprehensive caste census is the
first step towards building a truly represen-
tative democracy where policy is based on
facts, where resources are allocated justly,
and every citizen gets their rightful place in
the nation's progress.

Until we get this census, our fight for so-
cial justice will continue through legislative
assemblies, Parliament, and every democratic
forumavailable tous. The truth cannot be sup-
pressed forever, and the people of India de-
serve leaders who will fight for their rights
with data, determination, and unwavering
commitment to constitutional values.

‘The writer is Leader of the Opposition,
Bihar Legislative Assembly

VIvVEK KATjU

Mapping continuity & a shift

Like his predecessors, PM Modi initially tried to build bridges with Pakistan
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‘WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“The US President promised to keep
Prime Minister has other ideas.”

Hist
war

his country out of conflicts. The Israeli
— THE GUARDIAN
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Fifty years on, it'simportant to remember how
Emergency tested democracy, and recommit to
principles of freedom, equality, fraternity

=

BY RAM MADHAV

THOSE WHO CANNOT remember the past
are condemned to repeat it,” warned
philosopher George Santayana in his 1905
work, The Life of Reason. Public memory is
woefully short; that is why it is rekindled
through anniversaries and other periodic
events. One historic occasion that we must
never forget is the Emergency, imposed by
the regime led by Indira Gandhi in 1975.
June 25 this year marks 50 years of the
event that shook the foundations of our
democracy. India is the world’s largest
democracy. It can also claim to be a suc-
cessful democracy, except for those 22
months when its democratic credentials
were subjected to scrutiny. Two genera-
tions have passed since that dark phase.
India has learnt enough lessons. Yet, to en-
sure that Santayana’s warnings don’t come
true, we must keep reminding new gener-
ations about that sordid past.

Indians waged battles for decades to se-
cure freedom from the British in 1947. BR

ing the Constif

warned the Constituent Assembly that
more than foreigners, we were responsi-
ble for the loss of independence. “It per-
turbs me deeply to acknowledge thatIndia
has lostitsindependence multiple times...
due to betrayal and treachery by its own
people,” he said on November 25, 1949,
poignantly asking, “Will history repeat it-
self?? He was categorical that if political
parties fail to raise above partisan interests,
“Indian independence will once again be
in jeopardy”. His message to his country-
men was that they must resolve to fight
“to the last drop of our blood” to protect
our independence.

It did not take even two decades for the
country to come face to face with that dan-
gerous reality. It may be worthwhile to re-
callthose tragicevents. The Indian National
Congress was split in 1969 and one faction
under Morarji Desai became Congress (O-
Organisation) while the other under the
leadership of Indira Gandhi called itself
Congress (R-Requisitionists). When elec-
tions were held to the Lok Sabhain 1971, the
PM Gandhi-led Congress (R) secured a re-
sounding victory with 352 out of 518 seats.
Afew months into that government came
the victory in the Bangladesh War thatcat-
apulted PM Gandhi into a cult figure.

The next few years saw PM Gandhi
transforming from a democrat into an au-
thoritarian and arrogant leader. With no
Oppositionin Parliament, PM Gandhi went
about governing in a ruthless and dictato-
rial manner. Corruptionand sycophancy be-
came the hallmark of her governance. Then
came two successive challenges to the
regime, firstin the form of popular agitations
inGujaratand Biharin 1974 against corrupt

Congress regimes, and an Allahabad High
Court judgementin June 1975 setting aside
PM Gandhi'selectionin 1971 onthe grounds
of electoral malpractices. She was disquali-
fied not only from ruling but also from con-
testing elections for the next six years.

With norelief from the Supreme Court
and with Opposition parties, united under
the leadership of Jayaprakash Narayan,
leading a massive popular movement
against her rule, PM Gandhi was left with
two options: Follow democratic dharma
and step down, or use the emergency pro-
visions available under Article 352 of the
Constitution to impose a dictatorship and
continue to rule. She chose the latter. She
cited a “threat to internal security” as the
reason. How was a challenge to her regime
anational security challenge? The answer
can be gleaned from the Congress party's
mindset — its president, D K Barooah, had
said “Indirais India”.

At midnight on June 25/26, 1975, PM
Gandhi had emergency orders proclaimed
by then-President Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed.
Her government suspended fundamental
rights, arrested all the Opposition leaders
and gagged the media. The courts were de-
clared ineligible to hear petitions from cit-
izens demanding the restoration of their
rights. The saddest day was when the SC
upheld the draconian law denying citizens
the right to move a habeas corpus petition
in its shameful verdict in ADM Jabalpur vs
Shivkant Shukla (1976).

Like all dictators, PM Gandhi, too, be-
lieved that she was invincible.

“To be human is to be free”, Desmond
Tutu, key to South Africa’s freedom move-
ment, once said. The people of the country
reminded PM Gandhi of that profound urge
when they went to the pollsin 1977. While
senior politicians languished in jail, a silent,
leaderless movement, led by cadres of the
RSSand other organisations, spread across
the country to restore democracy. Not only
was Congress defeated at the hustings, PM
Gandhi and her son Sanjay Gandhi could-
n’teven win in their seats.

The Emergency years saw dictatorship
in its worst form. A year later, the | C Shah
Commission,appointed by the Janata party
government in 1977, submitted its report

theexcessesof the y
including abuse of power, violation of civil
liberties, forced sterilisation, the compulsory
retirement of 25,000 government employ-
ees over their alleged political affiliations
and the arrests of more than 1,10,000 people.

Many of those who fought that second

five
decades ago are in power today. They are
committed to protecting the “freedom,
equalityand fraternity” that summarised the
spiritof ourindependence. Yet countrymen
shouldalways be alert to the warnings given
by American jurist Joseph Story: “Republics
are created by the virtue, public spirit, and
intelligence of the citizens. They fall when
the wiseare banished from the public coun-
cils, because they dare to be honest, and the
profligate are rewarded, because they flatter
the people in order to betray them.”

The writer, president, India Foundation,
is with the BJP. Views are personal

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

SUSTAINABLE COOLING

THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘Cooling:
Necessity and emergency’ (IE, June 20).
Coolingis no longer a luxury but a basic
need amid risin andurban-

IN AN INTERVIEW published in this news-
paper on May 10, Union Minister of
Petroleum and Natural Gas Hardeep Puri
stoutly — and correctly — defended
Operation Sindoor and Prime Minister
NarendraModi's current Pakistan policy. The
Pahalgam terrorist attack was dastardly and
designed to destabilise India’s social har-
mony.Ithad to be responded to withaniron
hand. Modi did so. In the process, he sent a
message to India’s western neighbour and
the international community that India
would no longer tolerate Pakistani terrorism.
Instead, it will combat it through the use of
effective kinetic action.

Modi's current Pakistan policy and actions
have the support of the Indian people. This
was demonstrated in the nation endorsing
Operation Sindoor. The sevenall-party delega-
tions, which travelled to more than 30 coun-
tries, conveyed India’s resolve that Pakistani
terrorism will be met by force. The fact that
both government and Opposition MPs trav-
elled together showed the determination of
theIndian people against Pakistani terrorism.

This said, it is obvious that Puri the politi-
cian has overtaken his earlier avatar as an
outstanding diplomat. Puri the diplomat
would never have made this sweeping com-
ment: “The pre-Modi era of dealing with
Pakistan was a theatre of the absurd.”

There are several problems with Puri’s
formulation. The foremost is that it ignores
the evolution of Modi's Pakistan policy. It is

an undeniable fact that Modi sincerely de-
cided to normalise ties with Pakistan. To do
50, he went beyond the policies and actions
of those who, according to Puri, dealt “ab-
surdly” with Pakistan. These included not
only non-BJP PMs but also Atal Bihari
Vajpayee, who led the country in quashing
the Pakistani intrusion into Kargil in 1999.
However, after an interval of a few years, he
again sought to improve ties and went to
Pakistan to attend a SAARC summit in 2004.
Vajpayee also went ahead with the Lahore
visit in February 1999 despite a terrorist at-
tackonits eve.

Modi began his innings as PM demon-
strating a genuine desire to establish coop-
erative relations with Pakistan. This led him
to invite then-prime minister Nawaz Sharif
to his 2014 oath-taking ceremony. The
Pakistani generals were furious with Sharif's
decision. They got the LeT to launch anattack
on the Indian consulate general in Herat days
prior to Modi’s swearing-in. Its purpose was
toembarrass Modi and compel Sharif to call
off his India visit. It was the alertness of an

national security advisors would meet to
discuss terrorism. The Ufa joint statement
was silent on Jammu and Kashmir. The
Pakistani generals told Sharif that an exclu-
sive meeting on terrorism could not happen.
Modi relented. The national security advi-
sors, along with the foreign secretaries, met
inBangkokin early December 2015. They ap-
parently discussed some bilateral issues in
addition to terrorism.

Afew days after the Bangkok meeting,
Sushma Swaraj, then the external affairs
minister, went to Islamabad to attend a
meeting on Afghanistan. On its sidelines,
India and Pakls[an declded to begin a com-

1di thatwould ad-

Pathankot attack, Modi sought peace with
Pakistan? Indeed, if Modi's predecessors had
overlooked earlier terrorist attacks and did
not want a break in relations, did Modi not
act similarly after the Pathankot attack?

Indeed, the fact is that Modi showed far
more flexibility towards Pakistan than his
predecessors had done, and if the late Sati
Lambah is to be believed, he sought back-
channel communications with Pakistan
in 2017, too.

Itwas only after the Uri attack that Modi
first authorised and publicised kinetic ac-
tion. The Pulwama terrorist attack of 2019
led Modi to abandon the traditional Indian

dress contentious issues, Ierronsm. cooper-
ation mechanisms and humanitarian
matters. Tocement this process, Modi paid a
historic stopover visit to Lahore on Christmas
Day 2015, during which he greeted Nawaz
Sharif on his birthday and felicitated him on
his granddaughter’s marriage. The generals
could not countenance that they were being
ignored in this process. Within 10 days, they

Indian security guard that amajor
terroristincident. Modi's meeting with Sharif
in Delhi in May 2014 led to a decision to re-
new the bilateral engagement. Certain ob-
stacles created by the Pakistan army pre-
vented that from occurring.

Modi, however, persevered. He met Sharif
on the sidelines of the SCO summit in Ufain
July 2015. The two leaders agreed that their

the Pathankot airbase attack.
Modi did not break off the engagement
after the Pathankot attack. He tried to rescue
the process. In this quest, he also allowed a
Pakistani investigation team, whichincluded
an ISl officer, to visit Pathankot. Bearing in
mind that none of Modi's predecessors had
ever agreed to such a visit, what does Puri
think of it? Was it “absurd” that despite the

digm of dealing with Pakistan, which
he had himself followed for over two years
after becoming Prime Minister. In 2019, he
took the historic decision to make funda-
mental constitutional changes regarding
J&K. Pakistan reacted stupidly, and bilateral
ties were downgraded.

It was gradually, from 2016 to Operation
Sindoor, that Modi demonstrated the shiftin
India’s approach towards Pakistan. He has to
be given credit for this, but the fact that he
pursued for over two years what Puri unfor-
tunately calls the “theatre of the absurd” can-
not be denied. Perhaps, in future, Puri the
politician’s statements, especially when they
dwell on recent history, will be tempered by
the experience of Puri the diplomat.

The writer is a former diplomat
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isation. While the proposed cap on AC
temperature settings is symbolic, it does
open the door for deeper reforms. India
must now promote sustainable cooling
through energy-efficient appliances,
green buildings, and district cooling sys-
tems. Addmonally, affordable and inclu-
ive coolit ial forthe
poor and vulnerable. Access to cooling
mustnotdeepen inequality, butinstead
ensure health, safety, and dignity forall.
Chetan Malvi, Raipur

FOOD FOR THOUGHT

THISREFERSTO the article, Justalunch’,
(IE,June 20). Donald Trump’s much pub-
licised meeting with Pakistan Army
Chief Field Marshal Asim Muniris a tac-
tical move, not a strategic pivot away
from India. As rightly analysed,
Pakistan’s geography gives it short-term
utility to the US for regional access, espe-
cially concerning Iran. However, such
engagement is opportunistic. India, in
contrast, offers long-term value. Still,
India must remain vigilant; global pow-
ers often pursue layered interests.
Strateglc panence coupled wnh as-

ENGLISH PROFICIENCY

THIS REFERSTO the report, ‘In our life-
time, will see country where English
speakers will be ashamed: Amit Shah’
(IE, June 20). It is unfortunate that the
Home Minister has pounced on
English, conveniently forgetting that it
is the universal language that connects
India with all nations in the world. He
has tried to denigrate English to pro-
mote Hindi and thrust it down the
throats of the non-Hindi speaking peo-
ple.He has conveniently forgotten that
the basics of communication, educa-
tion, business, trade and investment
are dependent on proficiency in
English. Further, English serves as the
unifying factor in a country like India,
where multiple languages are spoken
by different groups of people.

ius S Fernando, Chennai

NEED TALKS, NOT WAR

THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘Missing:
Global leadership’ (IE, June 18). Pratap
Bhanu Mehta has correctly described
the present world order. Superpowers
now function on “super-personalities”.
All of them want war to satisfy them-
selves. But none of them think that hu-
manity is suffering. What is urgently
needed is diplomacy — the resolution
of differences through negotiation. The

macy, s key to
India’s rightful place in global geopolit-
ical frameworks.

Nilesh Dubey, Ahmedabad

focus of gover across the world
should be on education, technology,
science and industry.

Deepak B Dave, Mumbai

. Chandigarh
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22 B1G PICTURE

CROWD near the entrance of
the 1,200-bed Ahmedabad
Civil Hospital on June 15
piqued Rohit Patel’s curiosity.
loments later, Rohit, a griz-
zled man in a cerulean shirt who had been
perched outside the mortuary complex since
June 12, followed the crowd, squeezing intoa
gap behmd a rable Atthistable, th:ee Gujarat
offici.
tion status of the June 12 air crash victims.

i take-off from s
Sardar Vallabhai Patel International Airport, a
London-bound Air India flight with 242 people
wentdown, its tail striking the first-floor mess
at B] Medical College and Hospital, located a
kilometre away, killing 241 onboard and at
least 19 people on the ground.

Interrupting the officials, Rohit, who had
travelled to Ahmedabad from Kheda district,
around 50 kmaway, said, “My nephew and his
wifewereon the plane. | have been atthe hos-
pitalsince the crash. We submitted aDNA sam-
ple on June 12. We were told their bodies
would be given to us today (June 15) but now
officials are saying they need more time to
identify the remains.”

Turning around, Dr Rajnish Patel,
Additional Medical Superintendent,
Ahmedabad Civil Hospital, replied, “We (doc-
tors and the Forensic Science Laboratory) are
working as fast as possible but checking each
sample carefully takes three-four days. Please
come hereonly afteryougeta call fromus. We
‘will handhold you through the entire process.”

‘With mostvictims charred beyond recog-
nition, including 12 people at the crash site,
confirming their identities correctly has been
aformidable task. As of 11.50 am on June 20,
223 victims had been |dent|f ied and 204 re-

ies. Offici the
final toll will be declared after the DNA profil-
ingofall victims is complete.

Interpol gmdelmes

Even

ribed the wait for the

bodies as “painful”, an official at Ahmedabad

tained from their relatives — the second step of
identity confirmation and the gold standard.
The third step — ﬁngerprint analysis — could
not be conducted since most bodies were

Civil Hospltal says,* “We are foll the broke out after the crash.
Disaster Vic -ation (DVI) guideli thebestbet”
prescribed by Interpol (largest international ~ tofinda DNAsample inthiscase, DrPillai says,
polic isationwith nations).  “Teeth can usually withstand higher temper-

Bodies are also being embalmed and put in
sea]ed coffins| before belnghandedaverto kin."

bodies. The and gaps
between teeth are unique to each person, like

accordingto  fingerprints. The melting point of a metal or

th32023 DVI guldellnes, are “fingerprints, ceramic crown (fromarootc )i
(dental )andDNA higher Evenifatoothisd d itisunlikely

profiling”. Secondary 1denuﬁers mclude “tat-  thatthe crown would be destroyed too.”

t00s, ¢ utarec In case his team found a dental crown, he
“inaccurate”. z says they asked the kin for
Sowhatexactlymakes The three primary thevictim’s dental records.
the»identiﬁcatim_'l process idcntiﬁcrs, as per the “This ante- and_ post-
sotime-consuming? 2 5 mortem comparison of
DrJayasankar PPillai,a 2023DVI gludelmcs, dental characteristics, cou-
forensic odontologist at “ 2 pled with DNA profiling,
Ahmedabad's are ﬁngcrpnnts, leaves nothing to chance.”
Government  Dental OdOnt(JlOgy (dental Dr Tamanna Parmar, a
College, stepped intohelp s . periodontologist, was at
extract dental DNA and cxamlnatmn.) a[yld her clinic, nearly 15 km
compilea dental charting DNA pmﬁlmg ", from the Civil Hospital,
of the victims. A different : + when she heard about the
team profiled DNA sam- .Sccondary identifiers crash. Having completed
ples later. include “tattoos, scars  her post-graduation from
Giventhemagnitudeof ” the Government Dental
thetragedy,DrPillaisayshe and ornaments College in 2024, she called
knew he needed helpwith up her juniors in college
the work. “Isent. help from “They told me they had left the

my currentand former students. Fifty of them
turned upat the hospital thhlnhours Webe-
gan autopsies, dental ions and DNA|

mess just 15 minutes before the crash.”
Then, _she says, she received Dr Pillai’'s mes-

sample collections around 6 pmon June 12.By
430amonjune 13, the process was completed
for most victims.”

The autopsy required doctors from the
Departments of Forensic Odontology and
Forensic Medicine to collect samples of each
victim'’s teeth and bones, which were sent to
the Forensic Science laboratory (FSL). At FSL,

instthose ob-

of her batch-mates were at the hospital. “Due
tobarricading near the hospital, we had to park
our vehicles 1 km away and walk,” she says.
The mortuary complex, she says, isa sight
thatshe will “never forget” — the fireand rigor
mortis (stiffening of the body after death) had
caused many bodies to twist badly. “It took two

P ould
startthe dental Ilooked fordental char-

KAMALSAIYED

AFLECK of land in the Gulf of

off

When a

The phone then got disconnected,” Bhalaiya

told TheIndian Express earlier. Ajay’s wife col-

lapsed on hearing the news; the couple lost
il i

Gujarat's coast, Diu stretches about 4.6 km
from north to south. That is only slightly
longer than the runway at the Sardar
Vallabhbhai International Airport in

ill-fated Boeing

two
On Wednesday the family performed
Ajay'slastites. Vishwasis too “shaken” totalk
toanybody, saysarelative.
The canopy in the house’s courtyard

787 took off and crashed shortly on June 12.

where the ner collecred has not been
ken downyet. The plasticc

‘The two factoids are meshed in the mirac-
ulous story of Vishwas Kumar, the only sur-
vivor of India’s worst air disaster in three
decades, out of the 242 on board. Vishwas,
32, is a British citizen but spends almost as
much nme in IheUmonTemmryof Diu, run-
ninga

are vacant, while the sheet spread on the

the strong winds that swept Diu Thursday.
Onatree, han§a fishing net.

hat had brought
Vlshwas and Ajay to Diu. The family flew

ers who live such dual, intertwined livesin
this former Portuguese colony.

‘Among those who died in the crash were
14with roots in Diu —four of them British (in-
cluding Ajay, d
Portuguese. Onthistinyisland of about 51,000
people, thatmeans many have lost someone
they knew — the white caps and dark saris,a
mark of mourning, now dot Diu.

Having lost a son and seen another sur-
vive, Ramesh Kumar Bhalaiya, 52, is swing-
ing between grief and relief. “My sons were
the four parts of my body,” he tells avisitor at

own in last year at the start of
the season. When the rest leftin January, the
brothers stayed back. It was an annual trip,
with the family’s primary source of income
still the fish brought in by the boats it owns
and operates here. Backin Leicester, the sons
workat agarmentstore.

...c:w.y

inDiu,

" LON

Nine days, 223 bodies identified,
about 50 more to go. BRENDAN DHABI
captures the painstaking work to find

families some closure

(Top) Kin of the plane crash victims at the DNA test centre at.

Bhupendra Rana

acteristics specific tovictimsand
prostheticsin

their mouths,” Dr Parmar says.
The DNA samples — teeth and bones -
were put insi

ferred to the FSL.

DNA profiling and matching

DNA profiling and matching took place at
two laboratories — the Directorate of Forensic
Science (DFS) and the Centre of Excellence in
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Reference blood samples from living rela-
tives— collected at B Medical College’s Kasauti
Bhavan at the time of autopsies — went

ompar-
ativeanalysis. “Reference samples are matched
against all deceased samples till we geta hit,”
says DrJunare.

Amajorc hesays,
isthe deathof an entire family. “Inthese cases,

d

parents or uncles or nieces,” he says.

Since DNA is measured in centimorgans
(cM) to determine the closeness of the rela-
tion, the higher the cM value, the closer the de-
greeof relation. Forinstance, we share around
25%ofour DNAwith each grandparent, say ex-
perts. Inthese cases, the Y chromosome short
tandem repeat (Y-STR) markers and X-STR
markers are used to determine paternal and
maternal lineage respectively, he says.

Another obstacle is determining the cor-
rect identity of siblings or identical twins be-
longing to the same gender. While siblings
share almost 50% of their DNA, most identical
twins have almost completely identical DNA.

Handing over of remains

While their DNA profiling was on, the bod-
ies of most victims were embalmed. Dr
Dharmesh Patel, Head, Dx of Forensic

Medlcme Civil Hospital, said in a statement,
het they could

sustain long-distance travel.”

‘Though most final rites took place across
Gujarat, in some cases, the bodies were sentto
Nagaland and even the United Kingdom.
Explaining the process, Dr Patel says, “Achem-
P cfay 2 i

: = it As per 7
ments, embalming and coffin sealing certifi-
cates were issued. Each victim's belongings
were also duly certified.”

Dr Rakesh Joshi, Medical Superintendent,
Civil Hospital, says the handing over of bodies
to the families was the “most critical part” of
this process. “Unfortunately, the body identifi-
cation process is painstakingly slow, not only
duetothe implicationsit has for the family, but
alsothelaw.”

Gujarat Relief Commissioner Alok Pandey
had recently said that the Treasury
Department was working on getting inquest
reports and insurance claims ready for fami-
lies“as soonas possible”. A 24/7 help desk has

DNA Analysis at the Natiol Sciences  also been set up by the Gu_]arat State Legal
University(NFSU)—bothlocated on tt Servic ty (GSLSA] Ipf:
road in Gandhinagar, around 20 km from the Childvicti
Civil Hospital. 1ld victims

AtNFSU, the opening of " The mostdifficultiden-
all samples was video- DNA proﬁlmg and tification so far has been
gaphed (o sudence  matchingtook placeat Ugtofmiersfspr e
director, Gujarat campus, two labs — the drenaged 12 yearsand be-
NS el The Jon . Diectorateof Forensic oy et n the e
cleaned thoroughly with ~ Science and the Centre tumed2yearsold,theoth-
dglltvaraito, of EucellenceinDNA v oy g
someone else's DNA,” he Analys is at the Officials say they were
vas necosary becmse, _ National Forensic S5 ERaPICR,
multiple persons had ~ Sciences Umvcrsxty— “whom we suspect are
come in contact with the . . minors”, making an “ac-
bodies — from rescue to bothin Gandhlnagar curate” match difficult.

medical personnel.

Stating that extracting DNA from blood is
easier,an NFSU forensic expert says, “We pow-
der the teeth or bones and then use the mag-
netic bead-based extraction method to get the
DNA. Thiscan take nearly 10 hours To ched( if
that: leis
test(q-PCR) before proﬁlmgsmns

Atthis point, Drjunaresays, the teamisable
to ascertain the victim's gender. Diluted and
usmga 24-marker kit (24 genencrnaﬂ(ers) the

Though DNA can be
taken from any tooth in the case of children,
accidents involving a fire complicate matters,
saysDrPillai. He explains, “Heat degrades their
front teeth. Also, children aged six years and
below only have milk teeth. In such cases, we
try to extract the permanent molars develop-
ing inside their jaws.”

The age of minors on the manifest also
helped. “Some of these minors had developed
their second molars. So we knew they were

Civil Hospital; (above) the crash site at B] Medical College and Hospital

DNA analyser tocreate
agenetic profile. “The entire process takes 72-
96 hours,” a scientist says.

tmy island loses its people

Vishwas Kumar, the sole survivor of the June 12 crash, during the cremation of
his brother, who was on the same plane with him, in Diu. P11

who died in the crash, He says he borrowed

of income besides the liquor business. The
liquor draws tourists from dry Gujarat, lead-
ing to the mushrooming of bars and resorts,
with fewer numbers coming for Diu's
beaches, afort, its Portuguese-style buildings,

y
{ill Class 10,in Gujarati medium, toEngland 15
years ago. They held Portuguese passports,
allowing them to stay and workinthe UK, as
itwas part of the European Union then. Over
time, they acquired British citizenship.

we would be leading the same life, fishing,
putting their lives at risk.”

‘The risks involved in fishing, both due to
the fickle weather as well as the chances of
ending up in Pakistani waters, are another
reason families here don'twant their children
gettingintoit.

identsofits former colonies citizenship, f they
[ rhenme Even

‘That
row down theiridentification,” he adds.
(WITHINPUTS FROMADITIRAJA)

Vidyalaya that has E

Navodaya
S i ey

uccessors could get citi they could
prove ties to forefathers listed in the
Portuguese civil registry. Now, they submit
applications to a mamlatdar, and these are
forwarded for verification to Portuguese
Embassy officials, who visit Diu once every
three months.”

The official estimates that over 30,000
people from Diu are staymg in London cur-

tionfor Classes 6to 12. Agovernment college,
offering Arts and Commerce streams, came

upin 2013 in Diu. Besides, there is a govern-
ment polytechnic and an Industrial Training
Institute.

Says Deviji: "Children are urged by their
parents to learn English so that they can set-
tlein London. Earlier, those who went got jobs
at construction sxtes. factories, shops . But

lently many of themwi

badc"meolﬁcialsays,addirgthat similarmi-
gration patterns can be seen in Daman. In
2020, Diu was merged with the Union
Territory of Daman, Dadraand Nagar Haveli,

the younger: i ducated.

Haji Abdul Karim Bidiwala was 14 when
Diu was liberated from Portugal. He recalls
that till Class 3, he studied in the Portuguese
medium. Heremembers other things: “Guzra
hua zamana yaad bahut aata hai (We fondly

anditis now onec

‘Amarjit Singh, a retired IAS ofﬁcer talks
about the other routes for migration from
Gujarat. “After Mozambique'sindependence
in 1975, the Vanzas and Darjis and the other
Gujarati communities, including from Diu,
started to migrate again, this time towards
Portugal JLater, especially due to the fallure

Yrocess, many c

grate to Britain.”

K C Sethi, the author of the coffee table
book Daman, Diu, Goa, Dadra, Nagar-Haveli &
Portuguese Regime, says many homes in Diu

the days gone by). A governor

looked after the administration, law and or-
der. We got free medicines, milk, rations,
some of it brought by air from Portugal.”

The grandson of one of the Portuguese
Governors of Diu, Joao Folque, 64, has been
spending at least three months in Diu every
yearsince2012. Settled in Lisbon, h
the phone: “Diuis our first home. My grand-
fatherdiedin 1951 in Goa. My father was born
in Silvassa in Dadra and Nagar Haveli.”

‘The first Independent to win the Daman
and Diu Lok Sabha seat in nearly 40 years

their two-storey home in Patelwadi village. and a 17th-century church. “They got married here, to locals. Their An official of the Dlu ur admlmstrauon carry hints of the old world in their "stained ~ Umesh Patelis the MPof the UT of Dadraand
eicester, withwife Ct i Bhil i Bhalaiya, 65, 0f i joil Tt p] ., says thatmm'rzm h ,par- gl ,sacred relics, and black-and-  Nagar Haveli and Damanand Diu.

Jayaben i 26, Buchar ge closetoPatelwadi,holds ~ and Iam happy here. They send 100 pounds  ticularly fror white ‘weddings with man- On the rising number of young people
29, after the crash — stopping first in ~ aP butli inDiu  (aboutRs 11,700)eachevery month.Itissuf-  as the Kohs and Kha:was with Iondon the dolin players", leaving Daman and Diu, Patel says he is not
‘Ahmedabad to collect Ajay’s body. withwife Ratnaben. Hissons Mahesh,42,and ~ ficient for my wifeand me.” Patelwadi village sarpanch Deepak Devji  surprised. "Jobs are scarce here, people have

Bhalaiya talks about his shock when  Rohit, 40, are British citizens, who work at a The sons visit every December, while  ismoney, th saysmatmmeerLHag:ofameOOO atleast to endure hardshlps So they avail
Vishwas called totellthemofthe crash.Itwas ~ garment factory in London. Chhaganbhai and his wife have beento  are“usedto ircum- inlondon. P [& start eammg good
seconds after he informed them that they ibhai used tobein fishingtoo,be-  Londonatleast 10 tu-nes inthelastfiveyears.  stancesand surviving”. There is not much by way of prospects here, Y
were taking off. “Vishwas was breathing  fore he gnt ajob as a contractual driver with Ch “We inkhelps.“AfterDaman,  says Devii. In Patelwadi, most studentsgoto  hesays.

ily Ajay theForest[ Heisnowretired.Just lived ina mud house earlier, butnow havea  Diu, and Goa were liberated in 1961 fromits  private schools or the sole Gujarati-medium When that money is sent home, he adds,

be seen, that there was smoke everywhere.  back from attending the funeral of arelative  concrete home. If my sons had stayed here,  rule, the Portuguese governmentofferedres-  government school for primary classes, be-  thataffluence draws inothers.
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The missing growth driver

Persistently low investment rate is a big concern;
growth revival difficult without major reforms

HELOSS OF pace of government capital expenditureafter the post-

pandemic vibrancy was inevitable. Though the immediate reason

for the deceleration was an urgent need to rein in the fiscal deficit,

italsomarked thelimitation of public capexasalong-term growth
driver. Unless the overall investment rate, mostly a function of household
savings, private-sector capex, and net capital inflows, is high, the growth
levers will falter,and the much-desired sustained high rate of expansion of
the economy will become impossible. Private consumption is the largest
expenditure component of India’s gross domestic product (GDP), but it is
difficult to maintain its strength over longer terms, without solid support
from gross fixed capital formation (GFCF).

At current prices, GFCF as a share of GDP declined to 29.9% in FY25,a
three-year low. This is a far cry from the peak of 34.3% achieved in FY12 or
similarlevels seen in the high-growthyears of FY06-FY08.At constant (2011-
12) prices, the GFCFin the last financial year was 33.7%,while the last time
itwasabove 34%wasin FY13,and the peakwas the 36.7% of FY08.Evenin
FY22,theyear that saw furious pump-priming of the economy, the GFCFat
constant prices was just 33.4%. Compare this with the fact that China has
maintained 40%-plus GFCFeven inrecentyears, thoughitwas off the 45%
peak witnessed in 2013. For China, the ratio has consistently been higher
than 35% since 2002.Another worrying fact is that the share of productive
assets such as machinery in India’s GFCF has fallen steadily in recent years,
while that of dwellings increased. This implies a lower multiplier effect of
GFCFin the economy, than it usually produces.

In a recent statement, chief economic advisor (CEA) V Anantha Nages-
waran reiterated that India’s economic growth in FY26 is expected to be
between 6.3%and 6.8%,“driven by private consumption,arural rebound,
and resilient services exports”. The broad-range forecast, amidst height-
ened global uncertainties, includes the prospect of a furtherslowdown from
a four-year-low expansion of 6.5% registered n FY25.The CEA, however,
observed that the economy could achieve agrowth rateat the upperend of
the projected band, “provided there are continued measures to promote
FDIandanincreasein private capital investment..” Clearly,a higherinvest-
ment rate is the necessaryimperative for the economytoreboundamid the
external shocks.

Adebilitation of the economy’s productive capacity is evident from the
high incremental capital output ratio (ICOR). As against a healthy level of
3.6-3.9 in the FY06-FY08 period, the ICOR in recent years has been around
5.Household savings, despite an improvement in FY25, continue tobe ata
lowebb.Indeed,a growing financialisation of household assets holds prom-
ise. Foreign direct investment (FDI) inflows in recent years have been below
potential,and accompanied asurge in outbound investments in FY25.That
India s still the largest FDI destination in South Asia is little solace,as other
membersof the regionare hardlyits peers.While the countryis tryingtosur-
mount the problems posed by the collapse of the rule-based multilateral
tradeorderwithaslewofbilateral trade pactswith the developed world,con-
solidation of net gains from foreign trade would require its manufacturing
industries also to thrive. Productivity-enhancing reforms can’t be delayed
anylonger,including an overhaul of the goods and services tax to create the
“output effect”itis capable of.

West Asia war won't shut
down the Silicon Road

Thebigthemein thepastd relocation. Entire
industries have sought to] pare their reliance on China by shifting manufacturing to
other low-cost destinations like Vietnam and India. Japanese carmakers and Indian
pharmaceutical firms have chosen Mexico to be closer to American demand. More
recently,however,a new route is emerging — from Asia to the West Asia.

Speculation that the USis on theverge of joining Israel’s attack on Iran may unset-
tle busmess leaders’ current plans and delay activity along the corridor. However, as
longas ’tspiral intoac, uch as the closing of theall-
important Strait of Hormu: h toderail theeconomiccase
forareprisal of the historic Silk Road.

Asian firms are drawn toWest Asiabecause of the strong appetite in Saudi Arabia,
Qatar,and the Umted Arab Emirates to leverage their oil resources —and invest ml-

Th

lionsofdoll thing tificiali

Silicon Road, as I like to think of it, is drawing top executives from Seoul, Shanghai,
‘Taipei,and Mumbai to opportunitiesin Riyadh,Abu Dhabi, Dubai,and Doha.Bankers
from London, Singapore, and Tokyo aren’t too far behind.
Thebe: 1,500-plusfirms that Coali-
uon Greenwnch talks to annually across its Asia Large Corporate Banking and Trade
Fi dies.In the latter, ion,which has been high on the executives’
priority list since President Donald Trump’s first term, gained momentum last year,
with 34% of the 700-plu d i
versus 29%in 2023.
India and Vietnam were predictably high on the list of destinations. Japan also
received some mentions because of the export advan-
tageaccorded byacheapyen.Butthe presentationslide
that piqued the most interest among the Coalition’s
banking clients is one that showed Asia’s burgeoning
corporate-banking tieswith the Persian Gulf.
The South Korean chaebols are well entrenched in
,& WestAsia,acrossagamutof old and newindustries.The
constructionwing of Samsung Groupwas the primary
contractor for Burj Khalifa, the landmark Dubai sky-
scraper. The Hyundai Motor Group’s engineering affil-
iate has built nuclear-power reactors for the UAE. The
i tingupacar: ly plantin
SaudiArabia.The Korean internetleader Naverhas built
large-scale virtual versions of Mecca, Medina,and Jed-
dah forbetter city planning. The Koreans’success has become a blueprint for others.
Compared with 2020, 9% more of Taiwanese and Indian companies,and 5%-6%
more of Chinese and Hong Kong firms, point out West Asia as a market where they
have outbound banking activities.
Thisisn’taflashinthe parL“Nor onlyare more compames citingthe corridor, they

gthat theywere tapping newlocations,

ANDY
MUKHERIJEE

Bloomberg

areusing d Agarwal, the head of Coali-

tion G: ich’ ing practice for Asia and West Asia.
Intermsofusage, hare of this corp ingmarketisasta-

ble 29%. Thatisn’t surprising, gi helonghistoryof British ionslike HSBC

Holdings and Standard Chartered in both Asia and West Asia. Even BNP Paribas —
whose predecessor set up operations in Chinaand Indiain 1860 — came to the Gulf
region in the early 1970s in pursuit of petrodollars.

The more interesting bit in the survey is a growing acknowledgement of Chinese
and Japanese lenders.About 30% of banking and capital market assets in the Dubai
International Financial Centerhubare by the top five Chis bank

The Asia-Middle East corridor has emerged in response to the ambitious Saudi
effort to curb the kmgdom s reliance on oil. The SZ m]llon that Crown Prince Moh-
ammedbin mayend goalwill spurdemand forevery-
thing from physicali datacentres.Dubai,
isgetting readying fora flying taxi service.The pi thegold rushwill
come from Asian firms. They will increasingly tap their home-country banks, ora
regional lender like Singapore’s DBS Group Holdings, for working capital. The Euro-
pean trade-finance specialists may have towork hard to hold on to theirsway.

T'S NO LONGER shocking — or
even unusual — to see perfect
strangers dancing, lip-syncing,or
delivering monologues in the
middle of public spaces, while
someone else records with intent and
precision. Much has been written about
the promise of India’s creator economy
and its glittering potential. But let’s not
ignore the hardertruth: wearea nation of
young peoplewhowill need lasting finan-
cial security, real careers,andafuture that

® DIGITAL AVENUE
BETTING ON CREATOR ECONOMY AS A GDP VALUE ADDITION MAY NOT MEAN SUSTAINABLE LIVELIHOOD

The mirage of influence

SRINATH SRIDHARAN

Corporate advisor & independent director
on corporate boards

Keting,ti digital good:
— offering creators multiple avenues to

(likes, reach, impressions) are seductive
but often uncorrelated with stable inco-

@ LINGUISTIC DIVERSITY

Trinamool Congress MP Derek O'Brien

In India, 97% people use one of the 22
constitutionally recognised languages as their
mother tongue. 19,500 languages and
dialects are used as mother tongues. This is
the 'unity in diversity’ of our great nation

this model is thin ice.
Youths are turning into content serfs,
fuelhngpiatform prof tswhxle chasmgan
1digital
fame. What is seldom discussed is the
inner cost of sustaining outer relevance.
Foryoung creators,manyof whomarestill
in their formative years of identity and
self-worth, the price of digital fameis fre-
quently paid in anxiety, fatigue, and
chronicself-surveillance. Evenwhen con-
troversyis avoided, most creatorsfind that

way —visiblein

outlives viral trends. generatei d imnlo follower me. ile, mo: t platforms that int- their growth will eventually stagnate —
Across India, a cultural pivotis under- counts. p ermediate thi: arenot not duetoadecline in effort or talent,but
illi fGenZyou- newer ificialintel- beholden toIndian creators. Theynperate because the. algonthru begins to prioritise

th choosing the creator economy as their ligence and augmented reality/virtual onglobal priorities,| yalgo- novelty

principal ambition. Armed with smart-
phones, self-certified aesthetic mtumon
and

reality become more accessible, the cre-
ator economy could become a powerful
vector for India’s soft power, inno‘mtion,

bal reach at the tap of afilter, theyareab
| career in

andinc ticipation. The
hall however, is to ensure the

favour of an identity economy shaped by

attention, relatability,and social capital.
Influence is democratised. Gatekeep-

ersare vanishing. Anyone can now aspire

promise of this new econ-
omy does not mask its
inequities — or become a
stand-in for the hard but

L]
A sustainable
economy must be

rithms without notice, and optimise for
platform-level engagement rather than
individual creator growth. This asymme-
tryisastructural liability,one thatexposes
ouryouthtoexternalvolatilitywhile feed-
ingthemamythofcontrol.
Agrowing economy in-
evitably brings with it the
need for sharper igh

Tocomplicate matters thiseconomy’s
growth is being evangelised without crit-
ical scrutiny by policy influencers, tech
platforms,and a growing cottage indus-
try of digital mentorships that promise
stardomwith no mention of survivability.

Asustainableeconomymustberooted
in more than visibility. It must distribute
dignity,stability, ion. Forthat,

not just to be upwardly mobile,but tobe | necessaryworkof structural ted i Asinfluencersincreasingly
visible,adored,and monetised.Itisastory | livelihood creation. rootedinmore .50 consumer choices,
of creative empowerment told in pixels. Muchlike the ecosystem than visibility. It theirswayoverimpression-
And yet, beneath the glow lies a fragile, of Bollywood or any other must distribute able audiences, particular-
untested archil ilton precarious talent-based S il Iychildrenandyoungadul-
incentivesand shifting sands. industries, the top five-10 dignity, Stabll.lty' ts, raises red flags. The
The creator economy, despite struc- creators would command and progression Advertising  Standards

s, h dasady i nearly 80% of the revenue. — e———  Council of India’s recent

force reshaping India’s digital landscape. | The niggling worry is the Influencer Compliance

For the first time in history, individuals
fromnon-metropolitanand non-English

premature canonisation of the creator
economy as a structural aIternatlve to
enterprise, or

enceand income that were once gated by
geography, pedigree, or privilege. Plat-
forms like YouTube, Moj,and Instagram

edge, humour, craft,and commentary —
transforming passive consumption into
active creation.

As policy response, India is now wit-
nessing the early institutionalisation of
the creator ecosystem — through new

few charismatic outliers do manage to
convert content into capital, building
empires from kitchens and laptops. But
for every one such story, there are thou-
sands who oscillate between underpay-
ment,burnout,and. a]gonthmlcobsamty

India’s formal sector's job creation
remains anaemic,and the appeal of the
creator economy is partly rooted in this
vacuum. We are, in essence, asking the

funds, inc ,and ing ed-tech
efforts like the proposed Indian Institute
of Creative Technologies. Platforms are
diversifying monetisation layers — ads,
brand deals, subscriptions, affiliate mar-

youngestcil onomy
of one — without safety nets orc]amy on

Scorecard is telling: over two-thirds of
India’s top 100 digital creators failed to
adhere to even the most basic disclosure
norms in their brand partnerships. This
lack of transparency blurs the line

we still need an educational foundation
that equips our youth with diverse skills.
The creator economy, if responsibly
framed, could be one such pathway,but it
cannot be the scaffolding on which we
place the future of an old civilisation,and
apotential global superpower.

What happens when a nation of 140
crore people begins to forsake structure
fordigitalspectators?Whenits mostener-

tsghosting formal
education and deserting day jobs in purs-
uitofalgorithmicvalidation? What beco-
mes ofaneconornywhenvuahrysuperse—

betwe ising,leaving

audiences, especially vulnerable ones,
exposed to disguised promotions, mate-
rialism,and unrealistic aspirations.
Beyond regulation, therearequestions
of sustainability that India cannotignore.
The promise of the creatoreconomy —in-
stant fame, brand deals,and a glamorous
lifestyle — is seducing a generation into
chasing algorithmic applause over real
kill

whatlong-termsuc
torstill maturing in fits and starts.
The metrics that govern this universe

s or productive enter-
prise. Fora young nation striving for eco-
nomic mobility and long-term growth,

henthe path
charted through reels, not rigour, and
aspiration is unmoored from industry?

Acivilisation must find its strength in
purpose, not just in popularity. And that
bringsustothe deeperconcern.Canagen-
eration survive on the hope that a viral
moment might translate into monetary
security? Orarewe, in celebrating thisshift
uncritically,presiding overa 21st-century
“let them eat cake” moment — encourag-
ing the young Indians to chase clicks and
likes asa proxy for livelihood?

Al can help make our roads safer

= MAMIDALA
JAGADESH KUMAR

Former chairman, University Grants Commission

The road ahead demands careful calibration —
designing artificial intelligence that supports,
not supplants, human judgement

'WE HAVE A full-blown road safety emer-
gency in India. In 2023, nearly 1.73 lakh
liveswerelostinroad accidents. That's 474
peopleaday,orroughlyoneinevery three
minutes. Total accidents crossed 4.8 lakh

mishaps. Of course, the human factor —
how drivers respond toalerts or coaching
— makes all the difference. Still, the evi-
dence is stacking up. Roads seem slightly
saferwhen Al tools are thoughtfully inte-

Current Al systems still wrestle with
unpredictability — weather changes, err-
atichuman behaviour,and patchyinfrast-
ructure can throw them offbalance. Many
models work well in contmlled setLu]gs

cles thataren’thigh-end,making Al affor-
dableisn’tjustatech challengebuta pub-
licsafetyimperative.
Alinvehicleswalksa fineline between
co-pilot and backseat driver, subtly resh-

last year, 4.2% more than in 2023.Two- grated into transport systems. but theirreli ifthey apinghowpeople thinkbehind thewheel.
wheeler nders, espeua].ly those without Alis. changmg how fleet operators th- enter a chaotic jam ora poorly lit rural Onone hand featu.res like lane-keeping
helmet: p fthevic- inkabout not! i- road.Al oftenstr pretsubtle assist reduce
tims,whilep i fornea- vers but by helping them drive smarter. human cuesthataseasoned driverwould fatigueand sharpen focus until drivers get
rlyone-fifth.And killerwassp-  Modern fleet ck  catch instinctively. So,meaningful prog-  too comfortable and tune out.Vital ques-
eed. Overspeeding led to over two-thirds patternsinbraking,acceler- i field research, tions. anse W ilitywhen
ofall fatalities.Itisawake-up call. Emerg- ~  ation,lane shifts,and even ~ ee-——————————  culturallyand anAldri fails: thedriverorthe
ingtechnologies can helparrest thistrend. how often a driver checks Over time, data allyg'm\mded datasets, and algorithm? Does mcreasedrehance onau-
Artificial intelligence (AI) is quietly ~ mirrors. When something builds a kind of anuanced tomation reduce drivers’si

slipping into the passenger seat with an seems off, the system can forth human-machine interac- renessand instinctive response capacity?
eye on the road. In cities like Pune, public flagt.Al could become the memory of the tionon the road. The road ahead demands careful calibra-
transport systems have begun using sm- much-needed co-pilot for fleet, helping Al could become India’s tion — designing Al that supports, not
artcameras thattrackwhetherdriversare India’s commercial drivers, managers spot watchfulguardian of school supplants,humanjudgement.

drowsy, distracted, or speeding through ‘manyofwhomspendgrue- risky habits and transport. With simple cam- ‘We may reduceaccidents by monitor-
signals. Theygatherdata from cameras,st- lling hours on the road.Im- . era-based systems, over- ing driver behaviour, but it raises ethical
eering patterns, brake pressure,and even agineasystem that doesn’t intervene early loading can be caught real- questions.Where doessafetyendand sur-
howoften thedriverblinks,and then con- justtrackdrivinghoursbut — E————— tlme Oof course, whether veillancebegin?Whoowns thedata? 'How
nectthed flagriskybehaviour.Isthe knows when your eyes 1 will farshouldavehicle policeyour
cardrifting ly? Has thedri droop oryour reaction time SllpS —and investi h pol- Under the Digital Personal Data Protect-

been nodding at red lights? That’s when
alertskickin,
atothertimes avibrating steeringwheel.
Studies across the world point to one
ging trend: Al i down
road accidents. In countries like the US
and Germany, data from commercial
1 +no AL based monitor

ic now confront.

nudgesyouto
strikes. For truckers hauling goods across
states orgigworkers zipping through traf-
fic to be on time, Al could help reclaim a
basichuman need: rest.

Over time, this data doesn’t just pre-
vent crashes; it builds a kind of memory
forthe fleet, helping: pot ris]

g
showasharpdropin collisionrates,some-

times by over 30% Even in India, pilot
d

iver

tsinbuses have reported fewerlate-night

habits and intervene early. Will technol-
ogy serve the driver or become another
tool to squeeze productivity? That’s the
policy crossroads we need to getahead of.

THE EDI

Kudos to Sebi

Apropos of “Easing the burden” (FE,
June 20), kudos to the Securities and
Exchange Board of India and its
chairman for working in favour of ease
of listing. What is worth noticing is
that the interests of each stakeholder,
from promoters to foreign portfolio
investors and stock brokers, are being
looked into. The changes decided
upon by the regulator will go along

way in reforming India’s capital
markets. Each stakeholder's
confidence and trust is essential for
our capital markets.

—Bal Govind, Noida

Unpredictable Trump

President Donald Trump's abrupt
departure from the G7 summit, citing
involvement in something "much
bigger" than a ceasefire, has raised
serious questions about US intentions

Al-powered dashcams and mobile
apps don ‘thavetobe luxuzytech reserved

ionAct2023,anyAlsystem trackingadri-
ver’s gaze,phone usage,oralertness must
operate wrth explicit, informed consent

for ars.Whatif

mmonasaphone chargerinan autond(-
shaw? BasicAlmodels can nowrun smoo-
thly on budget smartphones, flagging
unsafe turns or erratic speeds without
burningdata.It’stechnicallyand econom-
icallyviable to bring this to two-wheelers
and local delivery fleets. For a country
where most road casualties involve vehi-

in the Israel-Iran conflict. While Iran
has signalled a willingness to
negotiate through diplomatic
intermediaries, it has shown no
indication of abandoning its nuclear
ambitions, a key Israeli demand.
Analysts now speculate that Trump
may be considering direct US military
involvement, potentially deploying
the GBU-57 “bunker buster" to target
Iran's fortified Fordow nuclear facility.
His dramatic call on social media

andstick uneThztmmn
nodataisstoredi on
to third parties without a legal basis,and
novague clauses are buried in fine print.
AsAlbecomesan ever-watchful prese-
nceonIndia’sroads,we mustensureitser-
ves the public good without compromis-
inghuman dignity, agency ortrust.
Views are personal

urging the evacuation of Tehran,
though vague, suggests an intent to
heighten psychological pressure on
Iran’s leadership. Whether this reflects
a coherent strategy or an attempt to
sow instability remains uncertain, but
it underscores the volatile and
unpredictable nature of Trump's
foreign policy in his second term.
—Amarjeet Kumar, Hazaribagh
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INDIAN EXPRESS IS NOT AN
INDUSTRY.IT IS A MISSION.

— Ramnath Goenka

INFRA LENDING NORMS
SHOULD RAISE SPENDING
CLOSERTO GOVT TARGET

NDING months of hand-wringing, the RBI has finally

rolled out the regulatory framework for lending towards

infrastructure projects. The proposed norms, applicable

from October, will replace multiple circulars, standardise

the treatment of project loans across sectors, and align
norms for commercial banks, non-banking financiers and co-
operative banks. The biggest breakthrough is the relaxed pro-
visioning requirements, which are applicable only on new
project loans, while the existing exposures will stay under the
current prudential provisioning framework. As a result,
banks’ profitability would remain unaffected. The norms,
which are also RBI's first attempt to provide a comprehensive
regulatory framework for project financing in India, strikes a
balanced approach to infrastructure lending. The proposals
are part of a broader wave of banking regulations; alongside
thereporate cuts and liquidity-boosting measures, they should
help revive overall credit growth.

Banks were worried when the RBI first released the draft
guidelines in May 2024, advocating the provisioning of 5 per-
cent during the project’s construction phase, 2.5 percent during
the operational phase, and further down to 1 percent once the
project starts generating sufficient cash flows. The Indian
Banking Association is reported to have appealed against the
proposed norms, suggesting instead an initial provisioning of
1-2 percent, a modest increase over the existing 0.4 percent.
Heeding to their concerns, the RBI offered a relief keeping the
provisioning requirement to 1 percent, which should aid in
meaningfully improving the lending and borrowing appetite.

Following the pile-up of bad loans that resulted in a twin-
balance sheet problem, India’s infrastructure sector has been
grappling with massive delays and cost overruns. According
to official data, about 800 out of the Union government’s 1,800
ongoing projects valued at over 150 crore each were behind
schedule in April 2024. Notwithstanding the efforts, infrastruc-
ture expenditure remains far below the required rate of 20
lakh crore a year under the National Infrastructure Pipeline.
To succeed as the world’s third largest economy, we need col-
lective efforts between the government, private sector and fi-
nancial institutions to carefully execute infrastructure projects,
which are often complex and have long gestation periods. In-
frastructure is one of the key pillars of economic growth and
essential for mass job creation, besides boosting the manufac-
turing sector. The government should also undertake reforms
to prevent project delays and facilitate access to credit.

PARSE KEEZHADI FINDINGS
WITHOUT POLITICAL PULLS

HE Keezhadi debate has returned to dominate political
discourse in Tamil Nadu. The village in Tamil Nadu’s
Sivaganga district, located about 12 km from Madurai,
is an archaeological treasure trove. Findings from the
site have suggested that an urban civilisation and lan-
guage was thriving near Vaigai river as early as 580 BCE,
upending previously accepted theories regarding the emer-
gence of civilisation in the subcontinent. However, as the
latest eruption of controversy suggests, the journey forward
from these discoveries has been far from straightforward.

The Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) recently asked
the archaeologist who led the first two seasons of excavation
at the site to answer some fresh questions and revise the re-
port he had submitted in 2023. Amarnath Ramakrishna, the
archaeologist who was transferred out before the third sea-
son in 2017, refused to revise his report. As political parties
in TN took up the cudgels to defend his report, the Union
minister of culture called for more scientific proof to vali-
date the findings. The DMK accused the BJP of attempting
to suppress Tamil identity, history and culture, and had its
students’ wing mount protests demanding the report’s re-
lease. The contentions hark back to 2017, when Ramakrishna
was transferred to Guwahati and the ASI conducted one
more season of excavation before stopping work at the site.
The next seven seasons of digging were conducted by the
state archaeological department.

Beyond the noise and fury are two key factors. First, the
finds from Keezhadi are seen by TN political parties and a
section of the state’s populace as a matter of Tamil pride in
the antiquity of their language and civilisation. Others al-
lege that Keezhadi is being used as a political gambit to vali-
date or dispute the Aryan migration theory. The second and
more important factor is the need to apply scientific and aca-
demic rigour in analysing the findings, which should be con-
ducted without political pressure. The state archaeological
department’s work at the site, so far published only in short
booklets, also needs to be properly documented and published
in full so that experts from across the world can study it and
draw conclusions. If the story of Tamil—and therefore Indi-
an—civilisation is to be rewritten, it must be done with utter
care and without politics.

R << <

BANISH BLACK MAGIC

HE Kerala High Court has asked the state to clarify its

stand on enacting a law to prohibit black magic, sorcery

and inhuman rituals. The state’s Law Reforms Commis-
sion had in 2019 proposed a bill to curb such practices. The
proposal gained significance after a case of human sacrifice
was reported from Elanthoor in 2022. But the state govern-
ment is yet to push it along in the assembly. Even a private
bill introduced in the Lok Sabha in 2024 by Chalakudy MP
Benny Behanan has not made any headway. Before the coun-
try can instil a scientific temper among its youth, it needs to
come out from the spell of such regressive practices.
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ISPARATE events in recent
weeks have offered a window
into how India’s governing
class, regardless of party, sees
our cities.
On May 15, the Greater Ben-
galuru Authority (GBA) re-
placed, nominally for now and substan-
tially in due course, the Bruhat
Bengaluru Mahanagar Palike as the
city’s governing body. The chief minis-
ter of Karnataka will be GBA's chair-
man. Various civic functions, including
land, water supply, sewage and electric-
ity, currently provided by separate agen-
cies under the state government, are to
come under its umbrella.

Later in May, the prime minister,
speaking to the governing council of Niti
Aayog, asked states to make cities, espe-
cially Tier 2 and Tier 3 ones, the engine
of sustainability and growth, and re-
ferred to the Urban Challenge Fund
(UCF) announced in this year’s budget
with a planned corpus of %1 lakh crore.

The UCF also anchors the $10-billion
plan for India’s urban transformation
announced by the Asian Development
Bank, after its president met with the
prime Minister. Curiously, the announce-
ment makes specific reference to “metro
extensions [and] new regional rapid
transit system corridors” and “private
investment for urban infrastructure”,
indicating that the investments and UCF
are targeted at larger cities.

Finally, last month, following on from
the trend to mandate sewage treatment
plants in apartment complexes in which
Karnataka is a pioneer, the newly-elected
Delhi government made it mandatory for
high-rise commercial, institutional and
hospitality buildings to install anti-smog
guns to combat air pollution.

What do these events tell us about how
to address three big questions that shape
our approach to urbanisation? First,
should we focus on the biggest cities or
the not-so-big ones? Second, as K C Sivar-
amakrishnan, a former secretary in the
ministry of urban development, was fond
of asking: “Who rules the city?” And
third, what should we think of as the
city—the urban local body or the econom-
ic region? After all, as part of its Growth
Hub initiative, Niti Aayog has advanced
an economic master plan for the Surat
‘region’ comprising five districts.

As an economist, one is tempted to fa-
vour ‘large’ cities, where much vaunted
agglomeration economies supposedly
drive economic growth. And yet, it is not
clear how large a city needs to be to ben-
efit from these economies. Boston and
San Francisco, two global hotspots for

Urban planning in India is often performative, going for glitzy
projects that add little value to governance. To manage our cities
effectively, first we need to delineate them smartly

WHY BIGGER MAY
NOT BE BETTER
FOR INDIAN CITIES

PARTHA MUKHOPADHYAY f

new ideas, both have less than a million
people. This is also true for European
hubs of innovation such as Torino in It-
aly and Braga in Portugal.

India has many more cities with a pop-
ulation above a million than the US, Eu-
rope and Japan combined. The districts
around the 10 largest cities in India by
population have less than a tenth of In-
dia’s population, but a little over a fifth
of India’s GDP. Should one focus on these
or, as the PM said, on the Tier 2 and Tier
3 cities? Might it be easier to improve
governance in smaller cities compared to
our large metros?

Large cities are difficult to govern. Not
only is their infrastructure complex and
large, large cities also embed significant
opportunities for rent extraction. Small
changes in rules can generate substan-

Senior Fellow, Centre for Policy Research, and
former member, Technical Advisory Committee,
Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs

SOURAV ROY.

tial changes in the value of land—for ex-
ample, during the redevelopment of tex-
tile mills in Mumbai.

This is true not just in India, but in
other countries, too—such as the growth
machines in the US and local govern-
ments in China, whose officials are often
disciplined for corruption. It is under-
standable, therefore, if state politicians
balk at handing these decisions and rents
over tolocal representatives. By contrast,
smaller cities with limited rents may
stand a chance of being better governed.

The GBA model is perhaps an acknowl-
edgment of this tension with representa-
tion. It removes local politicians from
decision-making and promises better co-
ordination across civic functions. Should
this be amodel for the future? What if we
had a trade-off, with chief ministers con-

We measure truth in terms of the cost to the
writer in suffering, rather than by the standard of
an objective truth to which a writer’s words
correspond. Each of our truths must have a martyr

Susan
Sontag

trolling the capital city, as in Bengaluru,
but implementing the Constitution’s 74th
amendment—also known as the Nagar-
palika Act—in letter and spirit in the
other cities of the state?

Could this create an open, construc-
tively competitive ecosystem across sec-
ondary cities, resulting in a sustainable
and vibrant process of urbanisation, as
hoped for by the prime minister? Even-
tually, those in the capital cities may
also demand a voice, emboldened by an
encirclement of the state capital—not
Mao-like from the countryside, but by
smaller cities.

Not only is urban governance not rep-
resentative, it is often also performative.
Like anti-smog guns, they have limited
effectiveness but look modern and give
the appearance of action. Delhi has
shifted this expenditure to the private
sector, but public money, too, is often
spent on ineffective infrastructure that
has popular support because of its per-
formative aspect. Consider the metro
rails in many cities. While in some they
are both necessary and effective, they do
little to solve the transportation prob-
lem in others. But residents feel proud
to live in a city with a metro rail, una-
ware that for that cost they could have
mitigated their transport woes with an
effective bus system.

Finally, the identity crisis. Is the urban
local body an artificial administrative
construct and should one instead consid-
er the ‘metropolitan area’ or ‘economic
region’ determined by commuting,
spread of contiguous night lights, or just
fiat? How can such regions be governed?
Indeed, for cities like Delhi, Bengaluru
and Chennai, such a region will spill
across even state boundaries and trigger
a series of other questions.

Are investments such as the Namo
Bharat regional rapid transit system,
which takes less time to reach Meerut
from Delhi than it does to reach parts of
Gurugram by road, to be seen as guide-
posts? Is the preferred expansion of Del-
hi to be along this corridor? If so, should
one shift defence operations to Jewar in-
stead, and develop Hindon as a civilian
airport? Where will the existing private
investments along the Gurugram-Jaipur
route fit into such a plan?

No such questions are raised. Urbanisa-
tion has been reduced to an assorted col-
lection of schemes and projects, scattered
pieces of a jigsaw puzzle that no one is in-
terested in putting together. Maybe, each
individual answer has become so lucra-
tive that it’s too troublesome to even re-
member there was a question.

(Views are personal)

CHART A PATH OUT OF DARK WOODS

HE cycle of communal kill-
ings in Dakshina Kannada
and Udupi districts of Kar-
nataka appears to be unend-
ing. Sectarian fire has spread
far in these two coastal dis-
tricts, sometimes touching
the neighbouring Uttara Kannada dis-
trict as well. Even as the killings go on
and provocative hate speeches keep the
pot boiling, successive governments
have done little to douse the fire. As a
result, the region has become a commu-
nal laboratory where both Hindus and
Muslims vie for each other’s blood.

The region, a Congress bastion ear-
lier, has become a BJP stronghold in
the last two to three decades. The BJP
has not lost any of the last nine Lok
Sabha elections from the Dakshina
Kannada/Mangaluru seat since 1991,
whereas it is a mixed bag in Udupi/
Chikkamagaluru districts. The BJP
bagged 17 and 16 of the 19 assembly
seats in the three coastal districts in
2018 and 2023, respectively.

Dakshina Kannada, with the prosper-
ous Mangaluru as its headquarters, is
second only to Bengaluru Urban in rev-
enue generation and GST collection.
The coastal region is a major educa-
tional centre where tens of thousands
of students study in nine medical col-
leges, seven engineering colleges, and
countless other institutions. It has the
highest literacy rate in the state.

The district is also a significant fi-
nancial centre, having seen the birth of
several banks. It is home to several spe-
cialty hospitals, an international air-
port, a major port, several industries
and many well-known temples. With
high urbanisation, the region’s trans-
port and communication networks are
better than in all other districts
except Bengaluru.

Still, there is unemployment and the
rich-poor gap is widening, contribut-
ing to the divide on the basis of reli-
gion. Riots, which were once confined
to urban areas, are now seen in rural
pockets too.

The region had its first brush with
communal tension way back in 1976,
when a newspaper agent, Ismail, was
murdered and violence broke out in its
wake. Two years later, Raghavendra
Nagori, the editor of a local daily, was
killed in what was seen as a retaliation.
So far, more than 50 communal mur-
ders have been reported over the last 30
years from the coastal districts, some
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of which have led to riots, forcing the
shutdown of the region’s main cities.

While a couple of decades in the
middle were relatively calm, right-
wing trouble-makers had an eye on
Bhatkal, a Muslim-majority town that
gained infamy because of the terror-
ists Riaz and Yasin Bhatkal. The RSS
sent to the town a full-time karyakarta,
Dr U Chittaranjan. The doctor-turned-
MLA soon gained popularity among
both the communities with his affable
manners and %5 fee per patient.
Bhatkal saw no violence after the
Babri masjid demolition.

It’snot too late to begin the healing
process in Dakshina Kannada and
Udupi districts of Karnataka, where
communal tensions are running deep
thanks to opportunistic political and
community leaders. All stakeholders
need to come together with a shared
commitment to peaceful coexistence

But turf war in this fishing town—
where Muslims mainly belong to the
Nawayat sect and speak Nawaity,
which is close to Persian—was brew-
ing between the RSS and Muslim or-
ganisations for control of the munici-
pality. Thisled to riots in 1993, in which
19 people from both communities were
killed. In 1996, Dr Chittaranjan was
shot dead in his house. The probe was
handed over to the CBI, which could
not arrive at any conclusion over
the killers.

Despite the murder, neither Bhatkal
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nor Uttara Kannada had witnessed any
major communal incident till recent
times. The BJP tried to paint with com-
munal colours the death of one Paresh
Mesta near Honnavar in 2017, and held
massive protests across Karnataka. But
the CBI, which probed the death, con-
cluded it was an accidental death, not
murder. However, the saffron outfit’s
electoral gains were massive. It has
won all Lok Sabha elections from 1996
till now, except once, from the Uttara
Kannada seat (two assembly segments
here belong to Belagavi district).

However, the Udupi and Dakshina
Kannada districts were different. The
worst years of communal violence in
these districts were 1998, 2003 and 2006.
In each of these years, at least eight
people were hacked to death, many of
them in a cycle of retaliations. In 2022,
three murders took place in a span of
only eight days; in 2025, three deaths
happened within 30 days.

Why these killings and riots? The
reasons are many: vigilantism, moral
policing, hate speeches, desecration of
religious places, targeting of interfaith
relationships, use of religion as a politi-
cal tool, public and police complicity in
terms of informing, inept handling of
the incidents by the government of the
day, selective law enforcement, with-
drawal of cases against the accused,
and fake news on social media.

Even minor incidents become huge
communal flashpoints these days,
thanks to viral posts on social media.
The incidents are so politicised that it’s
difficult to control the situation once
the fire is1it. Political leaders from both
sides of the divide often fan the flames.

Has this region reached a point of no
return? Maybe not, if the government
spares no effort taking tough steps to
eradicate communal forces. It also needs
to stay neutral, bring community lead-
ers for regular peace meetings, cleanse
the police of bias and nexus, and above
all, unhesitatingly take action against
anyone, including political leaders, in-
volved in stoking communal tensions.
But all this is easier said than done.

(Views are personal)
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Equitable education

Ref: Affordable schooling should be top
priority (Jun 20). The hand that holds the
cradle rules the earth, so goes a popular
adage. Unless all kids undergo quality
education without discriminatory fee
structures, their right to education would
suffer severe setbacks. An improved
teacher-to-student ratio is also necessary.
Sachidananda Satpathy, Sambalpur

Self-reliant defence

Ref: Manufacturing a superpower (Jun

20). A country is deemed to become a
superpower by having a self-reliant defence
sector. The success of the Akash missile has
served as a catalyst to enhance indigenous
security technology. More indigenously
produced missiles should be integrated
within our arsenal.

R Pichumani, Kumbakonam

Israeli hypocrisy

Ref: Israel attacks Arak reactor site after Iran
hits hospital (Jun 20). The Israeli defence
minister stated that Iran’s supreme leader
should not ‘continue to exist" for targeting

a hospital. If so, how many times does the
Israeli prime minister have to ‘die’ after the
numerous attacks on Gaza's hospitals?
CGKuriakose, Ernakulam

Trump’s trumpet

Ref: For once Don says India, Pak
themselves ended conflict (Jun 20).

While Donald Trump is welcome to blow
his own trumpet, he should not make
discordant tunes. He is too quick to disown
his statements. The opposition is being
opportunistic in attempting to divide the
people of the country.

Shreeram Paranjape, Bengaluru

Dishonourable acts

Ref: 2 cases of honour killings rattle MP,
accused arrested (Jun 20). It is heartbreaking
that honour’ killings are still prevalent in our
society despite high standards of education.
Parents must abandon their superstitious
mindset, come out of caste boundaries and
accept the will and liberties of women.
Abhilasha Gupta, Mohali

Academic gains

Ref: S rankings '26: IIT-M in top 200, AU
falls to 465 (Jun 20). It is commendable
that 54 Indian institutions have secured
places in the rankings—the highest ever
for the country. This milestone reflects
India's growing academic strength, global
recognition, and consistent improvements
in research and education quality.
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There’s No Business
Like War Business

Expensive purchases making the world poorer

Business is booming as war becomes incredibly complex,
commandeering ever-growing economic and technologi-
cal resources. It also helps that armed conflict is splinter-
ing, which props up the global trade in arms and services
used in warcraft. Defence budgets are risingacross the glo-
be, feedinganetwork of military-industrial complexes that
countastheir key members, companies that did not exista
few decades ago. Information, transport, logistics, com-
munication—Musk activated Starlink’s satcom system in
Israel-attacked, internet-restricted Iran this week — and
security have spawned powerful private players, many of-
fering services to armed forces to plug gaps in military ca-
pabilities. Semiconductors drove the arms race for quite
some time as countries sought to guide munitions to their
precise targets. Now, it’s the turn of magnets to propel
swarms of smaller unmanned weapons. Satellite constel-
lations are providing real-time inform-
ation to opposing forces to a degree of
detail unthinkable except to superpo-
wers even a few years ago. Private mili-
tary companies offering combat sup-
portservices have grown substantially.
§ Then there is the main business of

making and selling arms. Economics
of the industry are well established as benefiting from ri-
seinconflict. Armsaresold for their deterrence but create
their own cycle of escalation — countries keep buying
more and more expensive weapons in an attempt to gain
theability tostrikeat will. Thearms industry ensuresthis
impunity remains elusive for most countries. The market
is carefully tuned so that growth doesn’tslacken. And new
players arrive continuously hawking fancy new tech,
from hypersonic missiles to impenetrable air defence shi-
elds. These are expensive purchases thatmake alarge sec-
tion of the global population poorer than they ought tobe.

There’s no business like war business. The world is
spending a lot to keep conflict under control. But it’s not
working out that way. Countries need to figure out how
much of thatis intentional.

Canada, a Move Away
From the Rockies

Recognising a problem is the first step towards a solution. By
that metric, Canadian Security Intelligence Service (CSIS) has
takenanimportantstep towardsrepairingatroubled India-Ca-
nadarelationship. A recent CSIS reportacknowledges the exis-
tence of Canada-based Khalistani extremists who continue to
promote, fund and/orplanacts of violence targeting India. Not
only do they mean harm to India, CSIS says these groups also
threaten Canadian nationalsecurity. Thatis ucid observation.

The report’s findings dovetail efforts by PM Mark Carney to
repair and restore the bilateral relationship left hanging pre-
cariously by his predecessor Justin Trudeau. Recognition of
continued operations of Canada-based Khalistaniextremists
is an important departure from the re-
cent past when focus was turned on alle-
ged involvement of Indian officials in the
» 2023 killing of Canadian citizen Hardeep
Singh Nijjar. While perceptions of the
threat may differ, acknowledgement that
it’sanissueof concern for both countries
will allow addressing it, and avoid the
kind of strangefood fight that had broken out before.

Like any long-standing relationship, especially between two
democracies, there have been ups and downs. But, on balance,
ithas been a good one. The current fractured geopolitical and
geo-economic landscape, exacerbated by unpredictability of
the Trump regime — his continued suggestion of annexing
Canada and newfound friendship with Pakistan and its gene-
rals—adds urgency torestoring and augmenting New Delhi-
Ottawa ties. Working together and tackling problems with
mutual respect, for mutual benefit, should become a SOP, allo-
wingbothnationstoleverage the past—beyond the too-recent
past, that is—and take on multiple challenges.

 JUST IN JEST

) What made prophet-eers pronounce
Gen Z junking some emojis?

Death of = Was
Highly Exaggerated

Three years ago, many social commentators from socially
acceptable platforms had declared that Gen Z had jettison-
ed some emojis they reportedly found to be insolent. Just
how confident this prognosis was, can by deoutinhead-
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A Tale of Yaay'

N
Neeraj Kaushal

. 7 ew York: India has beco-
% me the world’s 5*-largest
i economy, eclipsing for-
mer economic giants like
Britain. In a matter of 1-2
years, it should be the4*-largest, sur-
passing Japan. Post-pandemic eco-
nomic growth is nothing to be scof-
fedat. India is the world’s fastest-gro-
wing major economy. Over the past 3
years, a rather turbulent period for
the world economy, India’s GDP in-
creased at nearly 8% annually.
Impressive, definitely. Yet, is the
risingeuphoriaon India’sescalating
economicrankingjustified?
Perhaps. But only  after we
acknowledge the
statistical meaning
of beingamongthe
world’s  top-ran-
ked economies.
India is the f |

@ IS India’s growth story impressive, or disappointing — or a bit of both?

A\ b

Asanexample, while most nations
have cowed into pleasing d
Trump and accepted his trade deals,

s China has decided to fight —and

appears to be winning.
Many courm ies are we-
whether

~ . they should deve-
y lopcloseralhances
with China or the
US, and how the

world most popu- otherswillreact.

lous country In Likewise, India’s
per-capita influence will also be
terms, we are [ measuredby itsoverall
still ranked as ranking in GDP, and
low middle-inco- not just by its per-ca-
me. In per-capita pita ranking. Yet,

nominal GDPIn- India has the ambi

dia is 143 in a
ranking of 194 :
countries. Ad- foundational lang
Jjusting for purchasing power parity
(PPP), it'sat 125" — the rank going up
afewnotches, but not very much.
Humbling, yes. But let’s not mini-
mise the importance of beingamong
the top 5 economies in overall GDP.
China is 69* in nominal per-capital
GDP, and 72" in PPP per-capita GDP.

‘Yet, its influence on the world stageis
not diminished by its per-capita in-
come ranking. China’s economic
and strategic influence is next to no-
ne, other than the US’, and someti-
meseven higher.

the world in AL Yet, so far, India e
doesn't have an indigenous

ition to lead

t's keep in view that
gap between India
and the top two world
uage model economies. The US
economy is $30 tn in nominal GDP.
The Chinese economy is $19 tn. Indi-
a’s is far, far below at $3.9 tn. Humb-
ling, yes.

Performance vs expectations:
that's the other aspect of India’s
growth story In 2018, Gol pledged
that India would be a $5 th economy
by 2025. This was a target that many
experts viewed with amused scepti-
cism. Of course, progress was halted
by the two years of the pandemic.
But for those long waiting for the ar-
rival of the $5 tn economy, it’s still

disappointing to see that we are just
ay towards the target.

In 201819, India’s GDP was $2.8 tn.
In 2024-25, it’s still $1.1 tn short of the
target. Now we hope to achieve that
target by 2029.

Analysis of leading sectors —
where the world acknowledges Indi-
a’s influence — also brings a mixed
tale of optimism and caution. India
is the world’s largest user of
ChatGPT, and, according to a Mi-
crosoft, Bain & Company, and
Internet and Mobile Asso-
ciation of India (IAMAI)
report, home to 16% of
the world’s Al talent.
Impressive, yes.

India has the ambi-
tion to lead the world in
Al and Narendra Modi
says, ‘Al will remain in-
complete without India.”
Yet, so far, India doesn’t have
an indigenous foundational
language model, and it’s 3-5 years
away from developing domestic AT
chips. It lags substantially behind
other nations in attracting invest-
mentin AL

Estimates by Stanford University
researchers suggest that Indiarece-
ived only $1.2 bn in private invest-
ment in AL Of course, the US recei-
ved the lion’s share — $109 bn. But
China received 7x than India. A re-

propeller for future
economic growth is
R&D investment.
Sadly, both private
and public sectors
in India remain &
frugal in R&D

d Hmm

cent article in The Economist asks
whether India can be an Al winner.
It cautiously concludes that it hasa
lot todo tolead the sector.

The most-talked-about achieve-
ment on the manufacturing front is
that Apple is now assembling 20% of
its smartphones sold worldwide in
India. By 2026, it is planning to as-
semble in India all smartphones it
willsellinthe US. Again, impressive.
Yet, the humbling reality is that In-
dia is simply assembling the phones,
with almost all of their parts being
‘manufactured in China or Southeast
Asia. Hopefully, this will change on-
ce Foxconn, Apple’s top supplier, sets
up production facilities in India.

The hlggest pxope].lex for future
economic growth is investment in
R&D. Sadly, both private and public
sectorsinIndiaremain frugal in R&D
spending. As pxopurtion of GDP, In-
diaspends only 0.64% on R&D. China
spends 2.4% of its much-larger GDP;
the US3.5% of itseven-larger GDP.

Even in sectors where India has
emerged as a top global supplier, in-
vestment in R&D is pathetic. India of-
ten labels itself the ‘pharmacy of the
world’. Indian pharma supplies 20%
of all genenc drugs globally, and 40%
of genericdrugsused in the US. Gene-

THE SPEAKING TREE

Timeless
Legacy

ANANDMURTIGURUMAA

Mahadev imparted knowledge
of yogtoeveryone. Celebrating
International Day Of Yoga ises-
sential because each year, it rem-
inds usagain tobegin our jour-
ney intoyog.

Yogdoes not begin and end with
asanas, postures, alone. On Yoga
Day, much emphasis is placed on
asanas, but the glory of yoglies
in the fact that it begins with the
‘mind. When you follow yamas and
niyamasand then practise asanas,
the foundation of sattvic, pure,
qualitiesislaid. On this base, the
practice of asanascan bring un-
imaginable benefits tolife. After
attaining mastery overasanas
ccomes the practice of pranayam.

Pranayam isabout understand-
ingthe pran, cosmicenergy, that
sustainslife. When you inhale, it
isnotjustairentering your body

Che-
4 mistry, in
pharma-
ceuti-

na’s R&D investment is 16x India’s. In-
diaimports 70% of itsdrugi

ricdrugs donotneed R&D. but thelife force travelling within.

But thenon-genericsector Knowing thisenergy and direct-

i i ‘iven ingit Thisleads to
The biggest R&D. According to the pratyahar, withdrawal of senses,
Journal of Medici- where the mind and senses turn

inward. Practising pratyahar,
coupled with techniques like Yog
Nidra, can make you realise that
you arenot merely this body, this
breathor even thismind.
However, until you traverse the
stepsof yam, niyam, asan, prana-
yam and pratyahar, you will not
truly understand what meditation
is. Between pratyaharand medi-
tation lies dharana, the ability to
focus on a thought, image or sou-
nd without distraction. Dharana
matures iqto dlwan.. and its ulti-

from China. Clearly, in some sense, we
are far behind China even in sectors
‘where we have a major global presence.

Theuwriter is professor; social policy,
Columbia University, US

SuchaThingasaFree Munir Lunch

terand doesa good job, you have to
appreciate that.” Spoken like a man
‘who sees many years in power:

But, then, who cares about demo-
cracy or the people in Pakistan? Not
the Americans. Forget Babaji. Even
Bidenji's state department couldn’t

Seema Sirohi bringitself to uttera word aboutall
-alrigging didto
keep Imran Khan injail and the
Washington: Asim Munirwasget- ~ Sharif Bros in power. Trump cares

tinglate for hislunch at the White
House. He couldn’t decide what to
wear. Go in civvies, or flaunt the
field marshal look to impress the
host whohas a thing for uniforms?
‘The occasion demanded perfection.

DonT,ak.a. Babaji, was going to
bless Munir as de factoruler of Pak-
istan. No civilians allowed. Indeed,
Pakistan’sambassador was told to
wait outside along with Mohsin
Nagqvi, the interior ministernoless,
who has been following Munir likea
peton this trip. Only the ISI chief —
and Munir’s namesake — Asim
Malik was allowed.

Guess what the puffed-up field mar-
shalsaid about Pakistan’s PM before
hisbigday out? He told the Pakista-
nidiaspora where he was garlanded
and showered with petals and paid
for by rich Pakistani Americans,

about business, and his Nobel Prize.
Back to the lunch. The meeting
was such asecret and the blessing
ceremony so private, no photos were
released. As a cynical Pakistani
said, the only statement to be relea-
sed was themenu. ALL FOODIS
HALAL), themenu card declared in
all capslest the field marshal miss
thefineprint. Hedidn't go toelite
schools, you see, and carries affilia-
ted complexes that play out in vio-
lent ways. He must prove he belongs.
First course was carefully chosen
— goat cheese gateau, tomato jam,
buttermilk biscuit crumbles and
young variegated lettuces — to soft-
en the guests. The main course —
rack of spring lamb, burnt cipollini
soubise, Carolina gold rice and jam-
balaya—was designed tomake them
delirious vuth self-importance.

‘Evenif adog’

Babaji ted by Marco Rubio,

who must explain Baba-speak to the
world as his NSA and secretary of
state — got down to business over
dessert (nectarine tartand ice cre-
am). ‘Can you bringIran tolunch?
‘Don’t worry, Respected Sir, my
country is your country. My Baloch-
istan is your Balochistan. My intel
isyour intel,’ replied the two Asims

THE WHITE HOUSE
TODAY’S LUNCHEON MENU
JUNE 18, 2025

First course:

goat cheese gateau
fomato jam

buttermilk biscuit crumbles
young variegated lettuces

main

ook e
Jambal

des:
nu:mme tart
créme frafche ice cream

ALL FOOD IS HALAL

HOSTED BY PRESIDENT
DONALD J. TRUMP

Burp!

inunison. Satisfied, the seeker left
theroomand later went on camera
torepeat the new mantra: Pakistan
isgreat, etc.

Puffed, chuffed and nearly bursting
with hotair, the field marshal pro-

\a)fiZ LOLLING ON
Y39 SATURDAY

Howto Prepa
(Real) Startup

'Abootstrapped startup had
nomoney, no productandno
shame—justapitchdeck de-
signed in Canva with Al-gene-
rated stats, and a fontso bold,
itemitted mild static. Inafund-
ingfrenzy, the founders stag-
ed apitch toan imaginary VC,
recorded it, deepfaked exp-

AN

ceeded tohisnext —a interest,and up-
dinnerat the Pakistani embassy with loadeditto
think-tankers, usual former ambas- Linkedin
sadors, four Congressional aides and with the cap
five Western journalists (Pakistani tion, ‘Grate-
Jjournos weren't invited). ful & Humb-

But the guests had to sing for their led to Anno-
supper; and how. The rags-to-riches- unce’. Twel-
to-field marshal delivered a 90-mn vereal VCs
screed on ‘Poor Pakistan, Evil India: FOMOdin.
A Very Selective and Revisionist His- Now, they'veraised $12mn,
tory’ with excerpts on “The Unbeli- and hired 24 interns tofind
evable Greatness of President Tru- outwhat the startupactually
mp’. Hebanged his fist on the table, does, and are planning their
herailed and promised revenge if IPO under the ticker symbol:
India stopped the water. SLOL.

Theaudience was bored to tears — e <
the guestsalready knew the history. HR Majesty’s Service
‘Tomake matters worse, they were AnHR manager decided to
sweating buckets. Literally The air- plan the ultimate team-build-
conditioning at the embassy had ingexercise: ascavenger hunt
reportedly gone kaput, much like that spanned 19 departments,
democracy back home. But Munir 6legal disclaimers, and 1 certi-
wasn't quite done. Cue in afew pro- fied emotional supportllama
paganda videos. How about visiting named Varun. Midway throu-
Pakistan for tourism and retracing gh,someone from accounting
theold ‘hippie trail'’? And try thenew tried tounionise the clue cards,
‘Thighs. Weed is so yesterday. amarketing guy emotionally

‘bonded with Varun, and 3in-
ternsgotlost in the server
roomand now are identified
as ‘data-driven’.
Bytheend, the only team that
completed the hunt was the

Unis, Engage! With Rigour & Care

Arnie Guha

also witnessed a steady erosion of

trust in higher education — fuelled
not by state coercion but by culture
wars, credential fatigue, and row-

lar logic unfold — where new civili-
sational narratives, often amplified
by the state, are positioned not as

dependless on what it

IT department, who never left
their desks, hacked the entire

toexisting

buta

ingscepticism dexpertise

itself. Across contexts, the universi-

ty isno longer assumed to be aspace

of truth-seekingbut is often seen as
ing machine: elitist, out

Toronto: In her June 2025 essay pub-
lished in Social Research, ‘The Uni-
versity in New India: A Stateof Siege’,
literary scholar and cultural critic
Supriya Chaudhuri presents acom-
pe]].mg account of Lhe contemporary

of touch, and increasingly irrele-
vant to the lived precarities of young-
er generations.

If weare todefend the university
inthis climate, we must also be will-
ingtoreimagine it. The language of
moralloss—of fallenidealsand

lineslike, ‘GenZHave Cancelled the Thumbs Up Emojiand
Here’s Why You Should Worry'. Not only did we not need to
‘worry, butnoone worried. Because the thumbs up—consi-
dered by pundits to be considered by Zoomers to be ‘rude’
— and heart emojis (‘also verboten’) have not only survi-

cr Indian
i i historical

betrayed principles

and philosophical canvas, she traces
how universities— once imagined
as spaces of reason, dissentand in-
tellectual autonomy — are being
steadlly hollowed out by political
financial precarity and

vedZire,buth ily proliferated, thehy-
per-hieroglyphical millennials.

So, here’saquestion we're parkingfor you today: how does
one become so sure about what Gen Z or Gen Alpha— and
the upcoming Gen Beta (aur Beti)— ‘think’? So, here’s our
answer. Like BobDylanrefusing tobe tagged as ‘the voice of
a; generatwn mostgenerationsin the. alphabetsoup aren’t

adeeperosion of institutional trust.
Chaudhuri’s critique is incisive,

layered and. snbermg It catalogues

notonly f state in-

—nolonger whom
the university has never feltlikea
space of I of

This isnotmerelyan mtellectual
shift. It isareconfiguration of what
counts asknowledge, who is autho-
rised to produce it, and what univer-
sities arefor. The d: asChau-

onhow itmakesitself known. This shots. HRawarded them ‘Most
-acing the university not Resilient’. Varun
asa of reasonbutasa was promoted.

battleground of meaning—an ins-
titution that does not retreat from
conflictbut teaches its members to
engage it with rigour, imagination
and care.

bepurely

dhurirightly warns, is that inat-
tempting toresist political capture,
universitiesretreat into procedural
neutrality —failing to offer an affirm-
ativevision of theirown.

‘What might such a vision look like?
Perhaps it begins by treating the uni-
versity notasasanctuary of reason
but asabattleground of meaning. If

reasonalone is insufficient when rea-
sonitself is dlsnussed as; partlsan
“Western’ or

pts institutions, we
mus(capkurelmagmauon If curri-
culaare constrained, art, mediaand

take up the slack. This

theoretxcal It begms with curricu-
lumreform that invites students to
interrogate knowledge itself —not
Jjusttoabsorb content but to also map
its construction, silences and conse-
quences. It means positioning the
university as a public platform, wh-
ere lectures coexist with podcasts,
where peer-reviewed research isalso
rendered inaccessible essays, per-
formancesand street-level dialogues.
Itdemands anew kind of institution-
al courage: one that opens space for

isnot hip but to

the mar notjust bject:

Chat Room I

Sleeping (Again)
Withthe Enemy

Apropos ‘Trump Drops Claim of
Bmkermglnd Pak Peace’ by Dip-
anjan Roy Chaudhury (Jun 20),
Donald Trump has committed
agrave diplomatic transgression
by entertaining Pakistan Army
chief Asim Munirand placing
him on par with PM Narendra
Modi. This ill-conceived equival-
onlyadistorted

Trump, rejected by i
hasencouraged the construction of
parallel institutions and epistemo-
logies. InIndia, we are seeing a simi-

supplement it with storytelling. If
legitimacy now lives outside the
lecture hall, then the university
mustlearn tospeak

terference and ideological intrusion
butalso the slow unravellingof infra-
structure, academic freedom and the
very ideaof Lhe umverslty asasiteof
made

one, tityasif at
Nuremberg/Taylor Swift rallies/concerts. But here’s the
thing: lumping demographic groups under one ‘trending”
behavioural category can do wcnders for the morale and
paybump of marketr ies. After
all, who goes back to check the veracity of people who con-
fidently stated in 2022 that the thumbs upemojiwould beas
dead as the typewriter in 2025? (Answer: We do.)

with clarity and moral seriousness.
Butitalsoraisesa vitalquestion—
one that those of us committed to
the university must now confront: if
the institution is under siege, what
isleft todefend? And how might we
imagine itsrenewal?
Chaudhuri’sanalysis resonates
‘with developments far beyond In-
dia. Inthe US and Britain, we have

innewregisters—
onesthatdonot
merely argue but

Keep qestionll

persuade, perform
and compel.
Chaudhuri’s essay
isanessentialactof
witnessing. Butwe
‘must now move qui-
ckly from witness to
strategy. Inan age
where the very idea
of expertise is con-
tested, the universi-
ty’ssurvival may

of study but also as epistemic co-au-
thors. Aboveall, it foramode
of pedagogy that ac]mowledges the

geopolitical lensbutalso under-
scores Washington's chronic dup-
licity— cx_acerbated under Tru-

aestheticand affect
of trust—that understands thatina
post-truth world, credibility isearn-
ed not by neutrality but by presence,
resonanceand clarity of purpose.
The struggle, then, is not just for tru-
th; it is, increasingly, for trust. And

mp'ser ip. By wil-
fully overlooking Pakistan’sen-
trenched complicity innurturing
transnational terrorism, includ-
ingacts that have grievously im-
pacted the US itself, Trump exhi-
bitsa perilousamnesia. Elevat-

if the university is tomatter in the ingamilitary regime complicit
years ahead, it must not only defend in global destabilisation to parity
its values but perform them —i withademocratically isnotonly
ways that are legible, legiti injudici i self-
alive tothe moment. defeating. US’ indulgence in such

geopolitical myopia will inevita-

The writer i isory board, bly precipi
Green Coll i Redd:

British Columbia, Canada

N.
Bengaluru
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o A thought for today
Some billionaires like cars, yachts and
private jets. Others like newspapers
ANDREW ROSS SORKIN

Last Word

HCs and trial courts must follow SCs line on free speech
The Constitution is clear — you have the right to freedom of

speech and expression, subject to reasonable restrictions.

Butlike an Ashokan edict carved in stone, the Constitution’s
letter is only as good as the spirit of the institutions tasked with
upholding it. In the Thug Life case, SC has once again struck a blow
for free speech. While clearing the Kamal Haasan film’s release in
Karnataka, it has made it abundantly clear that one person’s “hurt
sentiments” are not a reasonable ground for curbing another’s
righttoexpression: “InIndia...there willnever bean end to the hurt
sentiment phenomenon. But for that, rlght to free speech cannot
be jeopardised...” Three months ago, in the
Imran Pratapgarhl case, SC had forcefully
madethesame point: “Even if alargenumber
of persons dislike the views expressed by
another, theright of the person to express the
views must be respected and protected.”

As the chief arbiter of the land, SC could
not have made itself clearer in March any
more than it can now. There’s no way its word
canbemisunderstood or misinterpreted. Yet,
Calcutta HC told a 22-year-old early this month: “Look, we have free-
dom of speech but that doesn’t mean you will go on to hurt others.”
Then, Karnataka HC told Haasan: “You or any citizen have noright
tohurtsentiments of the masses...” Andlower courts’ views on free
speech are generally even more stifling. This divergence of opinion
within the judiciary has a chilling effect on free speech because
there’s only one SC above hundreds of HCs and subordinate courts.
If free speech is a pillar of democracy, and a tenet of the Constitu-
tion, it shouldn’t have to run the gauntlet with the hope of eventual
salvation in the apex court.

Dose Of Hope

To really help, new HIV vax has to be made cheap
3 pill to treat multidrug-resistant HIV, lenacapavir, has been

approved by US drug regulator FDA as a preventive vaccine.
This is a huge deal - incidence of HIV may have declined
since 1990s but even today about 13L people globally are infected by
the virus every year. But its price is an obstacle. Sold for $28,218 per
year in US, it’s prohibitive even for high-income nations. Pharma
company Gilead that manufactureslenacapavir hasreportedly tied
up with over 100 middle- and low-income countries for manufacture
of generics pending approvals. But access
likely will still be tricky for poorer African
countries that bear the HIV burden.
Drugs to prevent HIV transmission have been
around almost a decade, but a daily dosage
regimen makes these unreliable. People forget
and there’s the stigma/doubt in partners that a
daily dose is preventive. Lenacapavir needs to be
“ taken just twice a year. Its long-lasting effect in
prevent].ng mfectlon almost 100% in adults and adolescents - is
thus the best bet today. Also because HIV research in US bears the
additional burden of Trump administration’s slashed funds.
Aneffective vaccinefor HIV hasbeen elusive for decades because
of its rapid mutations. Several mRNA vaccines, like those developed
for Covid and considered the most promising, are in clinical trials.
ButsinceJan, under Trump’shealth secretary Bob Kennedy Jr, NIH
stopped funding hundreds of such HIV vaccine-related research.
This is what makes repurposed lenacapavir a lifeline, provided it’s
made affordable.

Haves’ Guide To The
Lives Of Have-Yachts

Great wealth brings great isolation, and a siege mentality

Facebook, bought five acres of woods

the most expensive car is

worth only around $30mn

and the most expensive

watch, $55mn. If you're a
billionaire, neither will make you
stand out in a ‘crowd’ of 3,000-plus
other billionaires, collectively worth
over $16tn. But stand out you must,
because ‘esteem’ or ‘status’ is the
fourth rung of the human hierarchy
of needs, as psychologist Abraham
Maslow declared 82 years ago.

You could buy a mansion, but the
costliest on the market is worth some
$300mn. On a good day, Elon Musk
makes twice as much. Yachts are a
better bet. The costliest is rumoured
worth $4.8bn -just shy of Trump’snet
worth — and even relatively modest
ones, like Jeff Bezos’

mindfield :

onanisland, and installed generators
and solar panels there. What raised
eyebrows, though, was his decision to
bring thousands of rounds of ammu-
nition. “I think people who are parti-
cularly attuned to the levers by which
society actually works understand
that we are skating on really thin
cultural iceright now,” he told Osnos.

This survivalist streak also dr]ves

ht-buying, says Osnos. e
Peter Thiel, whose name crops up
regularly in connection with America’s
rightward swing, has been known to
fund the Seasteading Institute, whose
mission is to “enable floating societies
which will allow the next generation
of pioneerstotestnew ideas forgovt”.
Their website men-
tions “bulldmg star-

$500mn_‘Korw’, cost
many t of
dollars per hour to
maintain. There’sno
return on investment
here, only loss, and if
you’re brave enough
to bleed dollars with-
out noticing, sociolo-
gists will now place
you above the ‘haves’
asa ‘have-yacht’.

In his new book
The Haves and
Have-Yachts, New
Yorker writer Evan
Osnos dwells on this
super-wealthy class
and its quirks. In
2022, he’'d written an
article-The Floating World -focused
on owners of ‘gigayachts’, that is
yachtslonger than 295ft, which already
numbered around 100 then. But the
book, which isa collection of his New
Yorker essays on the super-wealthy —
hence subtitled Dispatches on the
Ultrarich - explores their attitudes,
illustrated by actions.

While Musk, possibly the wealthiest
man in history, talks about settling
Mars, other ultrarich have been
making D-Day plans for Earth. Osnos
writes about Reddit co-founder Steve
Huffman, who goteye surgery doneat
33 to improve his odds of surviving a
disaster. Antonio Garcia Martinez,
who used to be product manager at

SHORT TAKES ON BIG IDEAS

ies that
float on the ocean
with any measure of
political autonomy.”

ment” and “political
autonomy™ suggest
are logue

Bihar: Kings & Kingmakers

It’s likely to be another close poll. Neither NDA nor INDIA, partly because their playbooks are
similar in some ways, has a winning formula yet. Smaller parties will look to cash in

Uday Chandra

Modi's rally in Siwan yesterday
showed that the build-up to the Bihar
assembly polls is well and truly
underway. It's a truism that Biharis
do not merely cast their vote, but vote
their caste. The state has become
synonymous with what the political scientist Edward
Banfield termed ‘amoral familism’.

In an agrarian society defined by the Permanent
Settlement, a narrow understanding of self-interest,
limited to one's nuclear family and its extensions,
undermines any notion of the common good. Jockey-
ing for power and privilege is largely a zero-sum
game: the empowerment of some depends on the
immiseration of others.

The same notion of self-interest has, none-
theless, animated the politics of caste-based
social justice, enabling strategic alliances between
the middle and bottom of rural society against
dominant jatis such as Brahmins, Bhumihars
and Rajputs. Yet socioeconomic progress has been
confined largely to specific jatis and families
within OBC and SCranks.

Atthe same time, out-migration from the state
means that most households have one or more
members earning their living elsewhere, stret-
ching kinship ties and putting remittances at
the heart of the rural economy. Amoral familism
persists, albeit alongside individual aspirations
engendered by interregional mobility.

Discontent with the politics of
development cuts across Bihari
society. Whereas dominant groups
lament the steady erosion of vertical
ties binding them to their erstwhile
prajas, the historically subordinated
increasingly recognise
the limits of Mandal-
inspired social justice.
Over the past decade

arisen: the former
braiding dominant
castes with an assort- q
ment of OBC and SC \
jatis and the latter

relying on picchda (‘back-
ward’), Dalits, and Muslims to
bid for power.

In 2023, Bihar’s caste census took place unopposed
by either alliance. Nitish Kumar remained a curious
overlap between these alliances, switching sides when
necessary to retain CM-ship. Soon after Patna HC
struck down Nitish’s bid to raise the court-mandated
capon caste reservations, he turned to BJP.

JDU and BJP have a common interest in the non-
Yadav OBC vote, dubbed EBC (Extremely Backward
Classes) in the state’s political vernacular. At 36.01%,
this is Bihar's single-largest caste bloc despite
consisting of a bewildering array of disparate jatis.
Most Bihari Muslims are also categorised as EBC,
preventing the communal polarisation visible in
neighbouring UP and West Bengal.

Lastsummer, NDA secured3loutof

40 LS seats with a whopping 47.23% of
total votes, approximately 8% more
than the INDIA parties. Yet JDU
and BJP polled 18.52% and 20.52%
respectively, together roughly the
same as INDIA parties. However, the
mobilisation of Dalit votes (6.47%) by
Chirag Paswan’s LJP made a signifi-
cant difference in the final tally.
Roughly one in five Biharis is SC.
Electoral mobilisation of social
fractals, whether BC, EBC or SC,
undoubtedly holds the key to success
at this time. Whole jatis or caste blocs
remain statistical
abstractions, by
contrast.

Both alliances now take credit for the caste census,
though INDIA parties blame Nitish for not enacting
policies based on caste enumeration and NDA partners
look ahead to a nationwide census as opposed to what
they term an incomplete ‘survey’. For INDIA, the caste
census promises to be the basis for proportional repre-
sentation for 85% of the state that is not classified as
‘forward caste’. For NDA, the caste census reveals flaws
in the old model of social justice and highlights vast
inequalities within backward castes.

Yet fine-tuning public policy requires more than
enumeration exercises. The political will needed to
defy courts is yet to be seen. The EWS category did not,
in any case, warrant enumeration of forward castes.
Nor did courts strike it down. In principle, the political
creativity that generated socioeconomic categories
such as EWS could be extended to EBCs and SCs, inclu-
ding Muslims and Christians, without running afoul of
courts. A nationwide caste census could become the
basis for anew bipartisan consensus undergirding such
policy interventions.

Whichever alliance wins, Bihar’s voters stand to
gain in this electoral cycle. Short-term gains in terms
of jobs and seats may matter, above all, but medium- to
long-term l.mpllcatlons for the fumre of caste-based
reservati alliance
hasa winning formula yet. Both must contend with the
shiftingsands of an electorate restless for change.

Thetwo for Bihar in 2024
only thetip of voters’ demandsfor better infraand hveh~
hood options in the state. In interactions so far, voters
are demanding much more from their representatives
in a post-pandemic economic context defined by fewer
jobs and uncertainty.

Whether the major parties in the fray can satisfy
these demands remains to be seen. If the status quo

holds, smaller parties such as LJP or RLM may, as is
often the case in Bihar, end up as kingmakers and
extract their pound of flesh from the leading parties.
Prashant Kishor’s Jan Suraj and Asaduddin Owaisi’s
AIMIM may play vital cameos in what promises to be a
nail-bitingfinish.

As Nitish knows all too well, winning comes with
its own headaches. Yet without access to power, it
becomes difficult to provide loaves and fishes to one’s

clients and followers. To paraphrase the historian
Lewis Namier, no child enters their birthday party to
part with their cake. Bihar's politicians know that all
too well. Therein lies the promise and peril of electoral
politics in a bellwether state that has, alas, become
withunder
Thewriter teaches at Georgetown University, Qatar

Generation Gasp: A Dad Gets A K-Pop Culture Shock..

...But, at a concert in LA attended by screaming teens, he also learnt something
about human behaviour that super-smart economists haven't figured out

com

‘Milton Friedman never met a teenage
STAY”

Thad always believed in the elegance
of Milton Friedman’s world, one where
rational expectations prevailed, and
human beings behaved as though they
had all read the same economic textbooks, I once
underlined in college. That belief remained beautifully
intact until the night I found myself surrounded by
27,000 screaming teenagers in sequined hoodies at a
Stray Kids concert at SoFi Stadium, Los Angeles, clut-
ching a light stick that glowed like a malfunctioning
trafficsignal.

It all began with an innocent phrase: “Appa, please
come with me for a K-pop concert.” What the child asks
inthat tone, the father obeys. Even Milton would agree,
the utility maximisation of familial harmony far out-
weighs the marginal cost of temporary hearingloss.

I imagined a polite, perhaps even subtitled affair.
Some choreography, some applause. Maybe a fellow
father reading the Wall Street Journal behind a pink
glitter banner. [ had rational expectations, after all. But
rationality like hairataK-pop concert is quickly blown
away by industrialised fans and hormonal gusts.

1, who usually dictates departure times with military
precision, had a culture shock when our daughter
decreed we must leave at 5pm sharp for a 10-minute
ride. We complied without protest. By 5.30, SoFi was a
pulsating neon hive. The merchandise queues? Epic.
Each outlet competed not on stock, but on the length of
itsser ineline. Theprize:
“Iwasthere.”

Atthe counter, you had precisely 40 seconds to declare
your purchase. Your size? Chosen for you. “Oh, this
should fit,” said the cashier to my daughter, handing
over the T-shirtlike aroyal decree. One was expected to
bow in gratitude. I, however, was spared this ordeal.
While my family queued with the enthusiasm of IPO

thatscreamed,

subscribers, I wandered through the stadium -soaking
in the glitter, the buzz, and the glorious pre-concert
anticipation of pop gods descendingon Earth.

/At 7.30pm sharp, the show began. The crowd erupted.
1 lunged for my earplugs. But it was like pointing a
torch at a thunderstorm. Useless. Eight lithe young
men launched themselves into pyrotech-
nics with the urgency of a fire drill set
to synth-pop. Fifty thousand fans,
armed with light sticks and
lungs capable of powering the
national grid, screamed in
synchronised ecstasy. My
seat shook. My earplugs,
and along with them, my
rational expectations
evaporated.

Stray Kids, Iwas infor-
med, arenotlost children.
They are global super-
stars, with hair that
changes colour more often
than my opinions. Each
had a stage name, a fandom
name, and possibly a Marvel
spin-off. My daughter knew
themall. I, meanwhile, spent most
of the concert wondering if I'd
Jjoined aspace cult.

The music? Unrelenting. The visuals?
Blinding. The choreography? Callisthenics meets crisis
management. But the real revelation came not from
the stage, but from the crowd. Around me, young fans
danced, waved LED batons with devotional intensit;

These fans dies of behavioural
economics. They were loss averse, screaming not just
when their but meltingdown:
tically when they left the stage. They were sunk-cost
committed, having queued for twelve hours, spent like
hedge funds, and still found the energy to scream at pitch
levels noadult immune system can handle.
And they were gloriously irrational,
nudged not by reason, but by eyeliner.
Somewhere around the fifth
costume change, I surrendered. I
stood up. I waved my glow stick

with the enthusiastic confu-
sion of a man trying to direct
aircraft. T even let out a
squeak that may have beena
scream or possibly a hernia.
E; But the moment that
changed me came when my
daughter looked at me, her
face lit brighter than any
macroeconomic model, and
whlspered “You're really

It turns out, human beha-
viour isn’t just irrational. It's
occasionally beautiful. As the show
ended and the noise settled into
memory, Irealised [ had witnessed not just
aconcert, butalesson in behavioural truth.
Milton Friedman gave us rational expectations.
Kahneman and Thaler reminded usof our biases. But it’s
Stray Kids who taught me that someumes, the best

and surrendered their emotional faculties entirely. It
was here, inside this emotional stock exchange, that
Daniel Kahneman whispered into my inner ear - not
over the music, of course, but through my growing
cognitive dissonance: “This is not a utility curve. This
is Prospect Theory inglitter.”

retur from butfrom participation.
And so I return from the temple of K-pop, where
elasticity meets eyeliner, and the only true market signals
are screamed at octaves no economist has yet modelled.
Yes, I may never become a STAY (that’s the fandom
name - I asked). But for one surreal night, I danced
awkwardly through the irrational joy of now.

Calvin & Hobbes

HERE'S THE LATEST PoLL
ON YOUR PERFORMANCE.
AS DAD. YOUR APPROVAL
RATING 'S PRETY LOW,
I'M AFRAD.

THATS BECAUSE THERE'S NOT
NECESSARILY ANY CONNECTION
BETWEEN WHATS GooD AND WHATS
POPULAR. T DO WHATS RIGHT,
NOT WHAT GETS

NOU'LL NENER
KEEP TUE J08
WTH THAT
ATTITUDE .

IF_SOMEONE ELSE
OFFERS TO DO IT,
LET ME KNOW .

of cryptocurrency.

One of Osnos’
essays, ‘Ghost in the
Machine’, offers a
peek inside the
money-making em-
piresof techmoguls.
For example, when
Facebook Live faced
the problem of livest-
reamed suicides, its chief technology
officer sent an internal memo:
“Maybe it costs a life by exposing
someone to bullies. Maybe someone
dies in a terrorist attack coordinated
on our tools. And still we connect
people. The ugly truth is that we
believe in connecting people so
deeply that anything that allows us to
connect more people more often is de
factogood.”

To ordinary mortals, who satisfy
Maslow’s fourth level of needs witha
new bagorapair of shoes, these ideas
and attitudes may be troubling, but
it’'s important to be acquainted
with them, to understand the forces
shaping our world.

Sacredspace
Yog. as away
oflifeand a
philosophy, can
bepractised by
anyonewith
inclination to
undertakeit, for yoga belongs to
humanity. It is not the property of
anyone group or any one individual
but can be followed by all.
K Pattabhi Jois

Yog Prevents Misery Before It Arrives

Gurudev Sri Sri Ravi Shankar

‘ ) Y eareoftentold, “Live in the
present moment.” But what if
the present moment is un-
pleasant? How does one survive it then?

Thousands of yearsago, Maharishi
Patanjali, one of the most prolific
minds, scientistand seer in the very
first chapter of the Yog Sutras, gavea
profound insight - Heyam Dukham
‘Anagatam. The purpose of yog is tostop
the suffering before itarrives. This one
line holds the essence of what yog truly
is.Itisnotanescape from life. It
prepares and strengthens your body,
mind and spirit to remain unshaken,
nomatter whatlife brings.

Mabharishi Patanjali talks about the
five main causes of misery. Avidya is
taking the impermanent to be permanent
and the permanent to be impermanent,
afundamental misunderstanding that

distorts our perception of life; Asmita is

identifying the Self with the intellect.
‘When the ego masks the Higher Self, it
becomes rigid and resists change,
‘which leads to more suffering. Then
comesraag, anattachment or craving
for pleasant experiences. Craving for
repeated pleasure keeps themind
agitated and restless, and opposite
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thefifthone, is the

suffering. The good news is, they can

be transformed. Yogreorients these

energies and brings us back to balance.
Have you noticed that when you're

joyful, something within you expands?

Andwhen you're sad, itcontracts? Yogis

Every experience whether pleasant or
painful has wisdom behind it. And
when welook for that wisdom, we areno
longeravictim of theevent. Thisisthe
secret. Yog makes you self-reliant.
Anger, fear and mistrustdon’t just
hurt individuals. They tear apartrela-
i - o

and contractlon inyour

i0ayg  mess.Itistheartof tuninginto

that space withinus which

an e
your awareness to include others. It helps
you feel connected with people, rather

by success
orfailure, joy or sorrow.
If the present moment is
difficult, justaccept it,
digest it fully with

deep-rooted fear of losing
one’s existence. Even the wisest are not
freefrom this instinctive fear.

These are not miseries in them-
selves. But when they giverise to
emotionslike anger, jealousy, fear,
orfrustration, they become seeds of

THE SPEAKING TREE awareness. Often, weare
T

helmed by our
emotions slmp]y because we were
never taught how to handle them in
schools and colleges. So, we stay stuck
inresentment or sadness for days,
sometimes even months.
Yog helps us see beyond the surface.

than insecure. Thisdoesn't
mean a yogiisgullible. It simply means
that you begin to act with clarity rather
than being driven by irrational fears.
Cravingsand greed also arise froma
sense of lack. A person with fewer needs
becomes more capable of fulfilling
bigger responsibilities. A greedy mind is
always dissatisfied. Buta content mind
hasenergy to care, to give, and to uplift.
A yogi isnot someone who withdraws
from life. A yogi is someone who partici-
pates fully, with depth and commitment.




