* ‘Nearly 49% kids in MCD schools didn’t get
welfare schemes benefits from 2616 to ’23’

New Delhi, Jan 14: As
many as 48.74 per cent stu-
dents in MCD schools
were deprived of financial
benefits under various
schemes from 2016-17 to
2022-2023 session, an audit
report of the municipal
body’s department of edu-
cation shows.

According to the audit
report dated November 11,
2023, the  Municipal
Corporation of Delhi’s
education
failed to provide the finan-
cial benefits under differ-
ent schemes of the govern-
ment of NCT of Delhi to
nearly 3,83,203 students
due to non-opening of
bank accounts required
for the disbursement of

funds.
The audit was done by
the Municipal

Corporation of Delhi’s
office of chief auditor—a
statutory body that is
responsible for conduct-
ing monthly examinations
;md audits of municipal

sceaounts and reporting to

the bhmdmg committee. ,
An official of the:audi-

department

MCD in 2016-17 decid-
ed to transfer all bene-
fits/funds directly to a
student’s bank account
in view of different bank
accounts operating for
the transfer of these
funds and the time con-
sumed for maintaining
records by teachers

tor’s office, on condition of
anonymity, confirmed the
findings of the audit
report.

Calls and texts to MCD
commissioner Gyanesh
Bharti and mayor Shelly
Oberoi for a response on
the audit report went
unanswered.

The MCD in 2016-17
decided to transfer all ben-
efits/funds directly to a
student’s bank account
through direct benefit
transfer (DBT) in view of
different bank accounts
operating for the transfer
of these funds and the

time consumed for main-
taining records by teach-

ers.
Under the move cash

subsidy for uniforms,
school bags, scholarshlps
and stationery among
other benefits was provid-
ed only through the bank
accounts of students to
avoid malpractice and
misappropriation of
funds.

Earlier, these welfare
funds were given to the
headmaster of the school
through ADE/DDE for dis-
tribution in cash to stu-
dents enrolled in MCD

schools.
The audit report
observed that till

November 2023, the 100
per cent target of making
the Adhaar card mandato-
ry for opening bank
accounts was not
achieved by the education
department of the munic-
ipal corporation due to
which many students
could not get financial
aid.

According to the report,
of the total 7,86,205 stu-

dents in MCD schools,
only 4,03,003 students had

bank - accounts . ti]l
November 2023. ol
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“Sankranti and lL.ohri.

NDMC begins
cleanliness drive
at 2 locations

AGE CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, JAN 14

In view of the festive
atmosphere of Lohri
and Makar Sankranti,
the New Delhi
Municipal Council
(NDMC) initiated a spe-
cial cleanliness cam-
paign at two prominent
religious locations
Pracheen Hanuman
Mandir and Rakab Ganj
Sahib Gurudwara in its
area on Sunday.

The cleanliness drive
extended by NDMC
beyond the immediate
vicinity of the religious
sites, encompassing
neighboring streets and
public spaces, creating
a pristine and hos-

pitablée environment for
devotees to joyously cel:

Makar
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; T, NIT expert panel to
help AICTE assess engg
colleges for seat increase

Fareeha Iftikhar
fareeha.iftikhar@htdigital.in

NEW DELHI: The All India Coun-
cil for Technical Education
(AICTE) has engaged over 700
faculty members from the
Indian Institutes of Technology
(IITs) and National Institutes of
Technology (NITs) to look into
the quality of education of its
affiliated technical colleges
before allowing an increase in
seats, a top official said.

The move comes after the
technical education regulator
last month removed the ceiling
on increasing intake for well-
performing institutions, pro-
vided they maintained the
highest quality of education.
Earlier, technical colleges were
allowed to have a maximum of
240 seats in any one branch of
study.

The council has started the
seat approval process for
2024-25, member secretary
Rajive Kumar said. It has
engaged the faculty from pre-
mier institutions to inspect the
colleges before granting permis-
sion, he added.

“The council has specified
some quality parameters for all
technical institutions, including
sufficient faculty, fully equipped
laboratories and updated infra-
structure,” Kumar said. “When-
ever new or existing institutions
apply for an increase in the
number of seats, we will send

THE COUNCIL HAS
STARTED THE

SEAT APPROVAL
PROCESS FOR
2024-25, MEMBER
SECRETARY RAJIVE
KUMAR SAID

experts to inspect their prem-
ises. The experts will submit
their recommendations on the
basis of which AICTE will
decide whether to allow them to
increase the seats or not.”

“Itis important to ensure the
institutions do not compromise
on the quality of education,” he
added. “Deputing experts from
top institutions for quality
checks will help ensure this.”

The experts will be paid for
their services and the council
will arrange for their travel and
accommodation, he said. “In
case the number of inspections
are more, we will engage more
experts from government affilj-
ated colleges, but primarily, we
would take services of senior
faculty members from IITs and
NITs,” he added.

AICTE last year also lifted 5

moratorium on establishing
new engineering colleges, three
years after it had stopped giving
approval to any new technica]
school since seats were lying
vacant across several of its affj]-
iated institutes. ws\\>

I
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Canada may set capon
international students

amid a housing crisis

Anirudh Bhattacharya

letters@hindustantimes.com

TORONTO: The Canadian gov-
ernment is planning to put a cap
on the number of international
students in the country, amid a
severe backlash over a housing
shortage caused by an increase
in migrants.

“It's really a system that has
gotten out of control,” minister
for immigration, refugees and
citizenship Marc Miller told CTV
News in an interview that was
aired on Sunday. “That volume is
disconcerting,” he said, referring
to the number of international
students currently studying in
institutes in the country.

While Miller did not specify
the extent of reduction on the
intake of international students
that the government plans to
make, he said: “We have a sense
of what those numbers would
look like, what the reduction of
those numbers look like.”

“Out of courtesy to my col-
leagues in the provinces, those
are discussions that we're first
going to have around the negoti-
ating table,” he said.

. The minister’s remarks come
at a time housing supply has
failed to keep up with Canada’s
immigration-fuelled population
growth. Housing affordability
worsened during the coronavi-
rus pandemic when prices
soared due to high demand amid
low borrowing costs.

« Miller said he will be looking
at the possibility of setting a cap
on international students to help
reduce the demand for housing
in both the first and second
quarters of this year.

- Asked why his government is
only considering a cap now when
the idea was floated months ago,
Miller said there’s a need to sort
out numbers on a federal level
before looking with “a little more
granularity” at what individ'ual
academic institutions are doing
in different provinces, possibly
profiting off bringing in more

Marc Miller

international students.

According to the Immigra-
tion, Refugees and Citizenship
Canada (IRCC), India is the larg-
est source for international stu-
dents in Canada. Data available
till the end of November 2023
shows that they account for
215,910 of the total of 579,075
(over 37%) international stu-
dents living in the country.

The figure for the prior year
(2022) was 225,835 out of
548,785, or over 41%.

The Canada government
began taking measures with
regard to international students
last year ,when on December 7,
the IRCC announced that for
new study permit applications
received on or after January 1
this year, a single applicant will
“need to show they have CA$
20,635 (approximately 312.7
lakh)”, as against CA$ 10,000
(about ¥6.14 lakh) earlier.

In October, IRCC had
announced that starting Decem-
ber, designated learning institu-
tions or DLIs will be obligated to
verify the acceptance letters of
each applicant through the
IRCC. “We need to be doing our
jobs and making sure that we
have a system that actually
makes sure people have a finan-
cial capability to come to
Canada, that we're actually veri-
fying offer letters,” he said, add-
ing, “And now it's time for us to
have a conversation about vol-
umes and the impact that it is
having in certain areas. A cap on
international students would not
be a “one-size-fits-all solution” to
housing shortages across
Canada, Miller noted. WAMN\S
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“Govt see

Press Trust of India

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The government on
Sunday called for nominations
for “Rashtriya Vigyan Puraskar”,
the first-ever national science
awards from individuals or
teams in various fields of sci-
ence, technology and technolo-
gy-led innovation.

The awards, given across four
categories, were instituted last
year after scrapping more than
300 awards given by different
institutions, and will comprise a
medal and a citation but no cash
component.

The last date for filing nomi-
nations is February 28, which is
celebrated as National Science
Day. The awards will be
announced on May 11, National
Technology Day, which is the
anniversary of the Pokhran-II
nuclear tests. The awards will be
- conferred on August 23,
National Space Day to mark
Chandrayaan-3 mission’s soft
landing on the moon.

A total of 56 awards will be
given in four categories across 13
domains - physics, chemistry,
biological sciences, mathemaﬁqs
and computer science, earth sci-
ence, medicine, engineering sci-
ences, agricultural science, envi-
ronmental science, technology &

ks neminations
for first science awards

THE AWARDS, GIVEN
ACROSS FOUR
CATEGORIES, WERE
INSTITUTED IN 2023
AFTER SCRAPPING
OVER 300 AWARDS

innovation, atomic energy, space
science and technology.

A maximum of three Vigyan
Ratna (VR) awards will be
bestowed to recognise lifetime
achievements and contributions
made in the given field of science
and technology. A maximum of
25 Vigyan Shri (VS) will be given
to recognise the distinguished
contributions in the given field
of science and technology.

“The RVP shall be one of the
highest recognition in the field of
science, technology and innova-
tion in India. Scientists/technolo-
gists/innovators working in gov-
ernment, private sector organi-
sations or individuals working
outside any organisation, who
have made distinguished contri-
butions in terms of path-break-
ing research or innovation or
discovery in any fields of science,
technology or technology- ed
innovation shall be eligible for
the awards,” the notification of ‘
the awards said. XV |\
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NAAC stalis

- grading of 30
institutes after
baffling jumps

Mumbai: The National As-
sessment and Accreditation
Council (NAAC) has put on
hold the grading process for
around 30 institutes in the
country that saw an inexpli-
cable jump in grades betwe-
en two accreditation cycles,
separated by five years. NA-
AC has reviewed their as-
sessment and declared the
results of someof them. The
review has led to reduction
in grades for six colleges, in-
dicating that their marking
during the earlier assess-

ment was inflated, reports

Hemali Chhapia.

- In March 2023, NAAC

was pulled up by the Comp-

troller and Auditor General

for glaring “discrepancies”

initsassessment process, po-

inting to the poor standards
that NAAC follows.

.>
»1in 3 varsities, P20 % \\
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1 in 3 accredited varsities
in India graded A by NAAC

WHAT TRIGGERED NAAC'S RELOOK?

Hemali.Chhapia
@timesgroup.com

Mumbai: NAAC director
Ganesan Kannabiran said
several higher education in-
stitutes (HEIs) were re-
viewed via re-DVV or revi-
sit. “About 30 HEIs had
grade jumps, with two of
them in the west seeing five
jumps(BtoA++and CtoA+)
injusttwo cycles,” headded.

While DVV refers to data
validation and verification,
as per revisit, a new team is
sent to campuses to validate
the scores awarded by the
earlier team.

In 2023, TOI had carried a
series of articles on grade in-
flation in institutes across In-
dia. After TOI published the
articles, NAAC acknowl-
edged the problem of “inflat-
ed” grades and set up a com-
mittee to understand how
scores of so many Indian
higher education institu-
tions (HEIs) were pumped up.

“It is generally expected
that HEIs are likely to im-
prove their performanceover
two consecutive cycles. How-
ever, if the increase is signifi-
cant, the standing committee
recommends a re-DVV or re-
. Visit in order to ensure cor-
. rectess of the assessment,”

> A deemed university
in Bhubaneshwar piped
the lofty lISc in terms
of its NAAC score. It

nation. But eight institutes, | ! . 5
all in the private domain, B
presently have a NAAC

score that is higher than

B e e

.9, a . e
institutes on NIRF tried to influence the
ranking, where peer review team with

g1t
now beats not justthe  the best Indian university | ¢ i}t ¢
venerable Bengaluru  S"xGeemed university | i
varsity but every other i, coimbatore jumpedup | "
institution by bagging  fiye grades in a span of
the highest score of five years between two
3.88 NAAC cycles—from grade
> An engineering Bto A++
college inBengaluru 57117,y 2022, NAAC
was awarded 383by  jthheld the grading
NAAC. Interestingly,  resyit of MS University,
this college is not rated  garoqa, after receiving
anywhere close n anonymous tip-off
to India’s best that its authorities STEP 1 | Institutes

initially submit the
basic information

NAAC’s four-step ‘

(SSR) in a prescribed
format is prepared and
sent to NAAC. This car-

it is ranked in the gold, cash and other with theirintentto  ries gbout_7p% weight-

band of 175-200 favours. However, NAAC | 9o in for accredita- ~ age in deriving at the

> The Indian govern-  subsequently released the | tion final grade

ment’s NIRF ranking improved grading, terming | STEP 2 Onceac- ~ STEP 3 | Adata valida-

places liScasthetop-  the allegations “false’,as | cepted, adetailed  tion and verification

most university of the  per its findings self-study report  agency verifies the SSR
professor Anil Sahasra- out by adifferent partnerora tion with an impressive A++.

budhe, chairman of NAAC’s
executive committee, said.
“Initially an internal
team reviews the assessment
and offers inputs to the stand-
ing committee tomakea final
decision. Insuch cases, the as-
sessments are being carried

pear-team as per the require-
ment.” After the grade infla-
tion, of India’s accredited
universities, 140, or one in
three, have A grade, once a
venerable position to reach.
A closer look reveals that of
these, 42 sit on the pole posi-

Also, eight of them, largely
privateand deemed varsities,
have been accorded higher
scores by this assessment
body than Indian Institute of
Science which according to
the NIRF ranking is the num-
erounocampusof the nation.
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ates recog

AN

nition \

of colleges to nudge them

towards autonomy

Mandat_ory recognition will make colleges eligible to
receive grants from the UGC under section 12 B

Sonal.Srivastava
@timesgroup.com

he University Grants
Commission (UGC)has
recently introduced
the draft ‘Recognition of Col-
leges under Clause (f) of Sec-
tion 2 of the UGC Act Regula-
tions 2023’ to establish a com-
prehensive database of Hig-
her Education Institutions
(HEISs)for effective policy imp-
lementation. This will allow
an increasing number of HEIs
to become eligible for NAAC
accreditation. Talking about
the draft regulations that are
currently inthe publicdomain
for feedback, Manish Ratna-
kar Joshi, secretary, UGC, sa-
ys “There are approximately
45,000 colleges in India, but
only a few have UGC recogni-
tion. The new guidelines
mandate that all existing hig-
her education institutions
must be enlisted under sec-
tion 2(f) of the UGC Act, 1956,
and new colleges can seek
UGC recognition within three
years of starting operations.”
The UGC recognition is al-
so an important prerequisite
for getting NAAC accredita-

mas. The affiliating university
is tasked with verifying the
application details within 60
days and providing observa-
tions and recommendations
on the UGC portal. The UGC
may conduct physical or vir-
tual verifications and, if defi-
ciencies are not rectified,
may even withdraw the re-
cognition. Non-compliance
with UGC rules may lead to
removal from the list of recog-
nised colleges.

tion and very few institutions  Improving performance
inIndiaare NAACaccredited, “Institutions that do not have
says Joshi. "We ___________ UGC recognition
have now made Cojjegeg can can use this oppor-
the universitiesre- apply for major tunity to re_ctlfy de-
SpOnSj.ble for en- or min fects and mprove
suring that all col- or their performance.
leges affiliated research grants e affiliating var-
with them should and opt for NAAC  sities will be re-
get UGC recogni- accreditation sponsible for ma-

tion and upload it
on their website. In the ab-
sence of credible data, it is dif-
ficult to implement govern-
ment's policies effectively,”
he elaborates.

Preconditions for
compliance

As per the draft guidelines, it
ig mandatory for the college
and affiliating university to
upload the status of aff illnt@on
andrecogmuonunderﬂocuun
2(f) of the UGC Act on their
website. To be recognised by
the UGC, a college must meet
certain conditions, mc{udmg
proper affiliationtoa l.HHVOISl-
ty, adherence to UGC rules
and guidelines. and offering
recogniged degrees or diplo-

king the colleges
with this _require.
ment, Further, per_lodlclz:;ly,
the affiliating universities
must also inspect the afﬁh:li
ted colleges and ensuré

ot "
UGC requirements are met,
says PV Navaneethakrish-

nan, former direptog Admis-
sions and Examinations, An-
na University, Tamil Nadu.

Perks of recognition

Once the colleges are UGC re-
cognised, they will become
eligible Lo receive research
grants under section 12B. The
colleges canapply for major or
minor researchgrants and opt
for NAAC accreditation that
will enable them to get auto-_
nomy later, says Joshi. x|V

comply
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“ AICTEtohaye
guidelines for HEIg
to hire assistapy
and associate POP

c-Aditya.Wadhawan
@timesgroup.com

= ue to dearth of speciali-
sed teachers in emer-
ging domains such as
Al ML, nanotechnology, block-
chain and more, the AICTE is
working on formulating guide-
lines for introducing a provision
of assistant and associate Pro-
fessors of practice (POP) in con-
sultation with UGC. The intro-
duction of this provision has be-
en mentioned in the AICTE
Approval Process Handbook of
" 2024-25102026-27. All the AIC-
TE affiliated institutes , inclu-
ding management, architectu-
re and Fine Arts institutes will
be allowed
to hire assi-
stant and
associate
POPs. Ex-
perts with
an experi-
ence of five
years will
be inducted
as assistant
professors of practice, whereas
those with eight years as asso-
ciate professors of practice. Ab-
hay Jere, vice-chairman, AIC-
TE, says, “Most of the experts
working in new domains have
= experience of 5-7 years. They
-are needed in engineering col-
leges to disseminate technical
knowledge based on the new
curriculum. Most of these new
domains did not exist 156 years
back. Hence, such a provisionis
the need of the hour.” The pro-
cess to design the guidelines in
consultation with UGC is still
underway, but AICTE plans to
mtroduce it soon.

“Engineering colleges need
industry experts to offer hands-
on knowledge. Besides upgra-
ding the infrastructure, the as-

K sistant POPs will support stu-
dents in completing their pro-
jects and get internship in th’t)
industry,” adds Jere. ) NS
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