
Govt Decides to Serap Grace Marks given to 1,563 NEET-UG Candidates; SC Informed 

STUDENTS WILL HAVE THE 'OPTION TO TAKE A RETEST' 

If anyone chooses not to take retest, then the student's earlier score, minus grace marks, will be counted 

ANI 

ANXIOUS MOMENTS: NEET-UG 2024 candidates outside the Supreme Court during the hearing on Thursday -ANI RETEST-COUNSELLING DATES 
NTA said retest 

will be held on 
June 23 and its 

results will be notified 
by June 30; cOunseling 
will begin thereafter 
from July 6onwards 

Our Political Bureau 

New Delhi: The Centre on Thurs 
day informed the Supreme Court 
that it has decided to scrap the 
scorecards of 1,563 candidates 
who were given grace marks for a 
Wrong question in the National 
Eligibility-cum-Entrance Test 
It said these candidates will be 

given the opportunity to take a 
re-test. If any of them choose not 

SC bench told 
that new 
course of 
actlon has 
been sugge 

sted after a 
meeting on 
June 12 

to take the re-test, 
then their earlier 
Score, without the 
grace marks, will 
be counted. This 
means that the 
candidates who 
got less than the al 
lotted time to write 
the NEET-UG 2024 
for admission into 
medical colleges 
will have the op 
tion to retake the 

exam or forego 
grace marks awarded earlier for 
sufferinga loss of time. 
If the candidates choose to take 

the re-exam, their earlier NEET 
score will stand cancelled and in-
stead the new score after the re-ex-
am will be counted, the counsel for 
central government told a vaca 
tion bench of justices Vikram 
Nath and Sandeep Mehta. 
The bench was also told that the 

said course of action has been 
suggested after a committee 
tingh gheld on June 12."As] 
commendations, it has been sug 
gested that scorecards of affected 
1,563 candidates will be cancelled 
and withdrawn, and actual scores 
will be informed without grace 

be con-marks and re-exam willb 
ducted for them. Result of those 
who do not take retest will be the 
exam actual scores without grace 
marks," the benchnoted 

COMMITTED TO ENSURING JUSTICE TO ALL, SAYS PRADHAN 

Minister Refutes Paper Leak 
Allegations, says »No Proof 
On Cong chief's charge 

of corruption & paper 
Teak in NEET-UG exam 

Pradhan says Oppn 
party'politicising this' 

Our Polltical Bureau 

New Delhi: Amid NEET contro 
versy, Union education minister 
Dharmendra Pradhan on Thurs 
day asserted that there was no evi 
dence of paper leak in case of NE 
ET 2024 and assured students and 
parents that the Centre and Natio 
nal Testing Agency were com 
mitted to ensuring justice" to all. 
There is no evidence of paper le 

ak in NEET-UG.The allegations of 
corruption in NTA are unfounded, 
it is a very credible body" Pradhan 
said, hours after taking charge as 

He tweeted later in the day slam 
ming Congress for�politicising" the 
issue. ".No concrete evidence of 
any scam, corruption or paper leak 

The National Testing Agency al 
So informed that the retest will be 
held on June 23 and its results will 
be notified by June 30. The medi 
cal college counselling will begin 
thereafter from July 6 onwards 
The development took place du 

ringthe hearing of a clutch of pe 
titions seeking cancellation of 
the NEET-UG 2024 1 over alleged 
paper leak and other irrepulari 

ties. Earlier this week, the vaca 
tion bench hadrefused to stay the 
counselling process. 
One of the pleas in the court had 

specifically allegedthatthe paper 
was leaked in Patna and 
question papers were given to 
candidates in Rajasthan. Some 
candidates also alleged irregula 
rities in award of compensatory 
marks to students for loss of time. 

related to the NEET exam has come 
to light.Doing politics over the fu-
ture of students is an old habit of 
Congress. Instead of politicising 
this, Congress shoul wards the develone to tof India.." 
Pradhan tweeted in response to 

PROMISING ACTION 

Congress president Mallikarjun 
Kharge's post alleging corruption 
and paper leakin the NEETexam. 
Speaking to reporters in Delhi, 

Pradhan said NTA Successfully 
conducts big-scale exams such as 
NEET, JEE, CUET every year. Even 
for NEET2024,24lakh students had 
appeared and the granting of 'gra 
ce marks' to 1,563 students for loss 
of time was based on a court-re 
commended model, he said. 
The minister assured that the go 

vernment would 

concerns that have arisen 
in the conductof this vear's 

NEET exam and will take 
action against those found 
responsible for it 
DHARMENDRA PRADHAN 
Union Education Minister 

focus oat have addres. 
sing the specific concerns 
arisen in the conduct of this year's 
NEET exam and will take action 
against those found responsible for 
it Hesaid the government had alrea 
dy set up a panel of academicians to 
look into the matter and NTA Will al 
so abide by the SC decision on it. Govt will focus on 

addressing the specificesuming charge as education mi: nister at Shastri Bhawan here. Prad 
han said his team and he would look 
Torward to the prime minister's lea dership and guidance in breaking new ground in the implementation of the National Education Policy 2020, malking the learning landsca pe future-ready, empoweringpeople 
and establishing India as a 21st-c t-cen tury knowledge economy. 

THE ECONOMIC TIMES I NE,W DEN 

CHENNAI:Tamil Nadu CM MK Stalin on Thursday 
said the Centre agreeing to cancel grace marks 
awarded in NEET 2024 0s another admission of 
its own'ineptitude' and batted for restoration 
of the role of state governments in deciding the 
method of selection for MBBS. The CM, in a post 
on X, said:"The Union Government's attempt 
to wriggle out of the recent #NEET Scam by 
agreeing to cancellation of grace marks 
is another admission of their own 

ineptitude..." -PTI 

ANOTHER ADMISSION OF CENTRE'S INEPTITUDE: STALIN 
Restore Role of State Govts in Deciding 
Method of Selection for MBBS: TN CM 

WE WANT USnCE 

ReNEET 

RENEE 

=RENEET 
NSUI protestors in New Delhi -PTI 

Cong Questions 
Central Stand, 

Warns of 
Parl Standoff 

Why should NTA look 
into the i0SsUe when 
its brass needs to b� 

Under the scanner? 

Our Political Bureau 

New Delhi: Congress on Thurs 
day questioned the rationale be 
hind the government ruling out 
corruption and paper leak in the 
NEET exam row without conduc 
ting a "proper" probe. Maintai 
ningthat grace markS was not the 
only issue, the Opposition asked 
why the National Testing Agency should beassigned to look into the 
issue when the agency itself and 
its brass be under the scanner and 
be made accountable to the mess. 
The party reiterated its demand 
for a SC-monitored probe and sig nalled a major protest by the IN 

DIA bloc in Parli 
ament over the 
NEET issue. 

"Grace marks 
was not the only 
problem in the 
NEET exam. The 
re has been rig 
ging, papers have 
been leaked, cor 

Grace marks 
wasn't the 
only problem 
There has 
been rlgging. 
papers have 
been leaked. place. The future 
corruptlon has dents appearing 

of 24 lakh stu taken place 

amination is at stake dueto the ac 
tions of the Modi government. A nexus of exam centre and coa ching centre has been formed, where the game of pay money, get paper' is being played. The Modi government cannot escape its re sponsibility by placing the re 
sponsibility of its actions on the 
shoulders of NTA. Congress de mands a fair investigation under the supervision of the Supreme Court into the entire NEET scam, After investigation, the culprits should be given the harshest pu nishment..." said Congress pre 

in the NEET ex 

AICC spokesperson Gaurav 
Gogoihit out at the PM saying: "We believe that no inquiry can be just, fair and compre hensive, if the inquiry is hea ded by the NTA itself. 

(Undergraduate) 2024. 

Union education minister. 

ruption has taken 

sident Mallikarjun Kharge. 
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Ch 

n May 5, after a tense 3.2 hours of an 
Jind resident Lons, 18-year-old 

pected a near perfect score of 705 720, in what would be his second attempt at the National Eligibility cum Entrance Test (NEET) 
that qualifies students to study medicine. 
year because he honed the test again this 

SCore lor an MBBS in one of the 20 premier All Jndia 
tutes of Medical Sciences (AlIMS) that offer near 
ly 2,000 seats. He quickly calculated his possible SCore based on the answer key provided by his 

and scores are calmultple-choice-based 

Ised system based on OntaEn a computer 
(OMR) technology. Recognition 

"I was expecting to get admitted to AIMS 
Jodhpur or Rishikesh," he says. But a month later, 

received the mark sheet, he was 
shocked. "My 
rank was inflated O (out of 720), but mu 

he says. "I belong to the Generl O 
next to no expectations of bagging a seat in Al 
IMS" says Lohan, who has dedicated two years after school towards NEET preparation. He was 

So a rank of about 300 based on the pre 

Over 2.3 million st n students like Loh 
for NEET. Of these. 67 cot full 

year" 
ments. 

in the list of top 100 candidates that was attached 
in the public release. Since this had never hap pened before, students and their parents were 
thrown into confusion because even those who 
were pushbed dobe considered a high mark 

the ranking system. 

Further developments 
Two days after the results, the National Testing 
Agency (NTA) that conducts NEET and a few oth 
er centralised entrance exams, revealed through 

to 1.563 candide grace marks" were given 
ams began late in some centree MMrcex 

given for an error in a Physics concept in the 
NCERT textbook. 

Students began demanding a re-exam. After 
the results were declared on June 4, public inter 

liigations (PILs) were filed in the Supreme 
Court o as com pelled to open a probe ht 
committee is headed by Pradeen Kumar Sindh 
the chairperson of NIA, the very agency that has 
found itself in the eye of a storm. 

In its decision on June 13, the SC ordered that 

the compensatory marks be cancelled and those 
India has a lipaon of a re-exam. 

vernment medical colleges with fees aslow ae F0 
lakh for five years. These limited seats are availa 
ble to top rankers, this year to over 13 lakh who 
have qualified. In a private medical college, of 
which there are another 50,000-odd seats, fees 

goupto i crore or more. The rest of those 

colleges, may choose allied subiecte le ents 

try, physiotherapy, and veterinary sciences. 

Widespread anguish and protests 
Over the past week, protests have erupted across 
the country from Banaras Hindu University in Va 
ranas1 to Delhi's Jantar Mantar. Temperatures 

desperate students fme not deterring 

in protests outside the NTA ofice in Okhla, as 
well as staging demonstrations outside the Minis 
try of Education housed in Shastri Bhawan, a 
stone's throw away from the Indian Parliament. 

On Wednesday, the protest at Jantar Mantar, 
organised by student outfits National Students' 
Union of India (NSUI), saw sloganeering led by 
approach of NTA WOn't workb and wWent ra 
NEET". A poster forming the backdrop read, "24 
lakh students demand exam not scam" 

The protests in Delhi brought together stu 
dents from Delhi University, Jawaharlal Nehru 
University, and other institutes, uniting left-lean-
ing and RSS-affiliated student outfits like the 
ABVP. While the All India Students' Association 
(AISA), along with aspirants and parents, submit 

inistry, 
ABVP Called for a CRI probe into the mat 

Virendra Kumar Verma, 48, who participated 
in the protest outside NTA says he is crushed to 
learn about the irregularities in the way the exam 
was conducted. Originally from Bihar, Verma 
now works as a daily wager in Dwarka. "It has 
been our dream to see our daughter become a 
doctor.... she put in 14 hours a day, for three con 

tinuous years. Now, it is disheartening to see the 
system fail students like us." 

gnter, Kanakpriya, 22, appeared for 
the test witho e improved 
from 536 in 2022 to 631 in 2024. Kumar added, " 
could not afford coaching classes. This is wby it 
took three attempts. We were hoping that she 
would make it this time because she has worked 
very hard. We are fghting because the chil 
dren deserve a retest." 

Nearly 140 kilometres away Irom 
Delhi, 48-year-old Priyavrat Verma in 
Mirchpur village, Hisar district in Ha 
ryana, shows off his son Harsh's 
NEET SCore, published in a local 

who graduat ed from a local senior s 
school, scored 645/720 in bis frst 
attempt. Priyavrat says he felt his 
son was assured of a govern 
ment medical colege seat in 
Haryana, golng by last 

college place 

"PGI Rohtak or Kalpa 
na Chawla Government 
Medical College in Karnal 
would have been easy for 
Harsh to get." says Priyav 
rat, sitting with his wife in 
their three-room home. As per 
last year's results, Harsh would have 
got a rank in the 7,000 range; now, 

he is at 34.056. 

I could not 
afford 
coaching 
classes. This 

is why it 
took three 
attempts. 
We were 

hoping that 
she would 
make it this 
time 
because sho 
has worked 
very hard. 
We are 

ihting 

SPOTLIGHT 

A protest over the alleged irregularities in the NEET 2024 results, in New Delhi on June 9; (bottom) a protester at Jantar Mantar. sHASHI SHEKHAR KASHYAP, SHN KUMAR PUSHPAKAR 

hting 
use the 

Children 
deservea 
retest 

NEET UG 2024 

The NEET sheeters 

VIRENDRA. 
Ealher of a 

candidate 

THE HINDU 

Students from across India are out on the streets protesting the bump up in marks for a few, affecting the lives of many. Maitri Porccha 
finds that ranks have been impacted by this, leaving several candidates out of the possibility of enteing low-cost government medical 
colleges. Students and parents have written letters to the authorities, with some fling cases in the Supreme Court 

NEETZ024Scam 

rat says. 

Every day in the last year, Harsh would travel 
over 35 km to attend coaching classes in the 

rng district of Jind. 
is ~i 65 lalh 

nd."The coaching fees 
ter I lost my job, so I naumedus at 
asked friends for money for my son's coaching lons were nled in the Supreme Court. 

NTA'S alleged lack of transparency 
Since the start of NEET in 206 
one candidate achieved the highest score unti 
2019. In 2020, two candidates got 720/720, and 
in 2021, the number of toppers rose to three. In 
2022 and 2023, one and two candidates, bagged 
the full scores, respectively. 

of the students who got full marks, six candi 
dates- with one each from Rajasthan and Delhi 

Hardayal Public School: in Harvana's Jhaiiar district 

"We want an analysis of data of the top 50,000 
candidates to be put into the public domain to 
understand which centres the aspirants belong 
to, and if there is an issue of 'clustering' of top 
pers in other centres too," says Dr. Krishan Shar 
ma, a veterinarian and parent of an aggrieved 
candidate from the neighbouring Jind district. 

Twelve candidates from the top 100 had Ha 
yan 

Il had exam centres in Maharash 
tra, and 18 toppers had their 
exam centres in Rajasthan. 
Among those who chose ex 
am centres in Rajasthan in 
cluded candidates whose 
home states are Himachal 
Pradesh and Jharkhand. 

probe therefore 

to one particular exam 
centre in hajjar" says Poo 
nam Sain, another parent. 

NTA in its oflicial state 
ments have still maln 

tained that the exams 
were conducted in 

a transparent 
manner. "We 

respect 
SC's 

#RENEET 

order 

and are now allgning steps to comply with it," 
says NTA director general Subodh Singh. 

The legal recourse 

icswallah, an ed-terh nounder of Phys 

coaching, who had issued a legal notice to NTA 

Pandey says that while the level of the exami 
nation papers was similar to the last five years, 
marke (2Egnest increase in the averag 

age marks have hoverod O20 to 2023, aver 

wonders whether "there are more issues that 
0st that we are oblivious of", since "the issue of 
grace marks was addressed only when we point 
ed it out". 

NTA justified awarding grace marks only after 
technical td in the media about the 

marks, as NEET Conpoing 718 or 719 
subjects Physics, Chemistry, Botany, and Zool 

45 questions on each subject carrving a weicht 
age of four marks per question. "So if a student 
gets one answer wrong, then they get 716/720. 
NTA has given grace marks in the most whimsical 
fashion and not disclosed the original scores o 

them " Dr Krieho Brdce marks awarded to 

The NTA Tresponded in a press conference, say 
ing grace marks were along the lines o 
judgment which followed a similar recourse for 
the Common Law Admission Test (CLAT). Dr. 
Krishan says that CLAT 0s an online exam, and 
grace marks to candidates were given in a mea 
sured manner after technical glitches in attempt 
ing the exam were observed. 

the exam started bto IS an ofiline test 

dents of those centres shouldes, the stu 
e given extra time to finish the test, instead of awa 

grace marks in an absurd manner" he savs, Dr. 
Krishnan and a few other parents have written to 
the additional deputy commissioner of Jind dis 
trict, Dr. Harish Vashishth, airing their 
grievances. 

Another coaching chain. Allen Career lnstinute 

has also written to NTA on June 8 demanding a 
surrounding NEET he lack of clarity 

eopardises the 
aspirations of millions of students, t 
tentially undermines the integrity of the future of 
the medical profession," Nitin Kukreja, CEO of 
the institute stated in a letter to NTA. 

Allen has also stated that 26 out of 67 students 
who were given 720/720 have been the instinute's 
students. "One of these is Jahnvee, a resldent of 
Rajasthan who wrote the exam in the Jhajjar 
centre," sus Dr Manish Jangra, founder, Federa 
tion of All India Medical Association (FAIMA). Her 
calculated score is 636/720, based on her answer 
sheet, but she scored 720/720. "On what basi: 
has NTA given grace marks?" says Dr. Jangra. 

Getting the better of the systen1 
As the grace marks Questions rages, the Bihar Pol 
0ce have lbegun to unvestigate a case of an alleved 
paper leak; muliple arrests have been mude. In 
Patna, police otfhcials of the Economic Otences 

Unit, have recovere paper which they had retrieved eSon 
They are awaiting NTA's response on whether the 
questions were matching. 

The SC has directed the NTA to file its response 
on the aleged question paper leaks in two weeks. 
"The arrests and FlR related to the exam leak sug 

simply oiering rotcte hot be resolved bv 
a subset of candidates. 

says Dr. Jangra. 
Added to this, FIRs were registered across 

States in cases of impersonation. On May 5, as 
students were dispersing after writing the NEET 
exam from Bhartiya Vidya Bhavan on KG Marg in 
Delhi, Sunit Mandoliya, 19, and Krishna Keshar 
vofaed. jay Bhardawaj, the Du 

Dnted by NTA to 
ensure that the exam went smoothly. 
at the Tilak Marg police station. In it, Bhar 
stated that Mandoliya and Kesharwani were im 
personating the identities of Aksh Astaan and Ia 
Raj Kaushik, respectively. 

Senior police ofhcials investigating the case 
say that through advanced artihcial intelligence 
tools, middlemen wvho had arranged for the al 

relests 

The lack of clarity 

surTounding NEET 2024 
not only jcopardises the 
spirations of milions of 
students, but also 
potentially undermmines 
the integrity of the 
future ot the medical 

prolession 
NITIN KUKH 
CEO, Allen 

stitute 

leged cheating had 
tatures ot 

the impersor 
also referred to as 
'seater; with the 
original candidate. 
"Both impersona 
tors belong to poor 

SAS 

lamilies in Varana 
s0 and Rajasthan, 
are MIBBS stl 

C0.12 
lakh to Write the 
exam," say police. 

They also say 
that nuiddlemen 
charged candi 

to hire inpe 
caught ater oIS. The impersonators wens 

Centre did not mat Scan at the exam 
data of tlhe candid:ate whod blomettie 
gistered to appear for the exam. After 
hours of a cat-and-mouse game, the police 
caught two middlemen Prabhat and Kishore 
from their Greater Nolda hideout. Similar imper 
Sonation FIRs have also been lodged in Ambed 
kar Nagar and Malviya Nagar police stations. 
ReNIA Started matching blomeuics tor the 

this year. The arrested middlemen ad 
mitted to perating exam solver gangs slnce 2015," the police: 
cheating, at imesctanother manner of 

their OMR shee bl anL * re asked to leave 
0 not know the answers, and those are then illdr 

witlh the help of middlemen at the centre a Del 

While Pandey wants an indenendent enquiry 
into NEET 2024, it is the aspirants who are caught in the chaos. Many cannot afford to take another year off to study, several feel defeated because their futures huve been boiled down (o a rank, 
and most have lost trust in the systen. Everybody AReNee, 

(With inputs from Ashna Butuni) 

nr 

MNN 

mPpeared 

breaks my heart to see him study so hard for an 
exam which now stands compromised," Priyay 

on June 7 three days after the results were de 
clared, before moving SC. 

dates 25-30 lakh 

urerospetively 
hi police ofhcial said. 
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The allegations over NEET-UG, 2024 
Why has the Union government told the Supreme Court that it will cancel the score cards of candidates who have been awarded grace marks? How did the 
National Testing Agency respond to the various charges against the conduct of the exams? 

EXPLAINER 

Ramya Kannan 

The story so far: 
n June 13, the Union 
government submitted to the 
Supreme Court that the score 
cards of1,563 candidates who 

were given compensatory marks in the 
common undergraduate medical 
entrance examination, NEET-UG 2024, 
held on May 5, will be cancelled. Another 
test will be held for them, likely on June 
23. Results would be out by June 30 and 
the counselling for seats can begin by July 
6. These candidates will be informed of 
the actual score, without the grace marks, 
and they can choose to take another test. 
If they opt not to sit for the re-test, their 
scores, without the grace marks will be 
the final score. 

What happened? 
The court was hearing petitions 
challenging the award of grace marks to 
the 1.563 candidates from six NEET 
centres in the country, using a 
"normalisation formula", on the grounds 
that they were not allowed the full period 
of 3.2 hours to write the exam, due to 
technical issues. Based on a Court order, 
the compensatory marks were awarded to 
these candidates on the recommendation 
of a committee constituted by the 
National Testing Agency (NTA), the body 
which conducts NEET. It was charged that 
the grant of grace marks was arbitrary 
and not transparent. 

What are charges against NEET 2024? 
In NEET, students have to answer 180 
questions, (MCQ type), totalling 720 
marks. For every right answer, the 
student will score four marks, with one 
mark deducted for a wrong answer. 
Hence, only certain marks can be scored 
by candidates. It was the grace marks that 
caused confusion, the NTA admitted. 

However, this is not the only charge or 
case in court against NEET 2024. This 

year there has been a litany of charges 
that go beyond a question paper leak, 
including the slow distribution of 
question papers; providing the wrong 
question paper; wrong OMR sheets; and 
technical delays. 

Post evaluation, there have been 
complaints about the unusually high 
number of students (67) who hit the 
perfect score, 720/720, and about 
students who scored �statistically 
impossible" marks, while some cases of 
cheating by proxy were also unearthed. 
Other cases pertaining to the question 
paper leak are still to be heard by the 
Supreme Court. 

We demandlo 
heedto ite 

Exam woes: Several student groups protesting at freedom park against alleged irregularities in 
NEET-UG 2024, in Bengaluru on June 11. MURALI KUMAR. K 

In the past, the exam has been dogged 
by charges of poor organisation and 
inadequate planning, besides 
inconsiderate rules on what candidates 

Demanda 

REVOKING 

are allowed to wear to the exam hall. 
All these charges sparked protests from 

students and political parties across the 
country. Political parties called for a fair 
investigation of the charges and called on 
the government to conduct a fresh NEET 
exam. Students had the same demand, to 
re-conduct the test, on the grounds that 
the question paper leak had facilitated 
some students scoring full marks, or, 
giving them an unfair advantage. Experts 
and students pointed to how the very idea 
of starting NEET asa common entrance 

exam to regulate medical admissions in 
the country and ensure quality-control of 
the process would be defeated in the light 
of all the reported violations. 

In response, the NTA had appointed a 
four-member committee to go into 
allegations made against the conduct of 

the NEET exam in 2024. This panel's 
recommendations have now found their 
way into the court also. 

What was the NTA'S response? 
NTA officials attributed an 'easy paper' to 
the unusual number of full scores this 
year. But the NTA still constituted a 
four-member committee to go into the 
truth behind the allegations made this 
year. The panel found that the 
compensatory marks awarded to the 
1,563 students, resulted in a �skewed 
situation". Grace marks had to be limited 
to the attempted questions alone, and 
while the panel did not comment further 
on how many marks were granted in 
compensation, it concluded that it would 
be best to cancel the test for these 
students alone. 

What next? 
Students and education experts have 
already expressed dissatisfaction with the 
cancellation of the exam only for a few 
students. Arguing that if the exam can be 
cancelled for 1,500 students, then that is 
an admission of error and therefore, they 
claim that the logical thing would be to 
cancel the May 5 exam for all candidates 
and conduct a re-test. It indicates a failure 
of the system and loss of faith, students 
complained on social media. 

Instead of rendering the pitch even, as 
a measure of ensuring the quality of 
candidates entering the medical 
profession, the way NEET is being 
conducted has created several additional 
layers of privilege. For an exam of its size 
and scale, where over 23 lakh students 
take the test in about 4,500 centres across 
the country, in multiple languages, small 
issues may crop up. 

However, the test has been around for 
nearly a decade, and it is reasonable to 
assume that its teething troubles are over. 
Preventing fraud and application of mind 
(on the part of the invigilators to give 
extra time to students who did not have 
adequate time) should be eminently 
possible, certainly by the government 
agencies. Ww 

THE GIST 

On June 13, the Union 
government submitted to the 
Supreme Court that the score 
cards of 1,563 candidates who 
were given compensatory 
marks in the common 

undergraduate medical 
entrance examination, 
NEET-UG 2024, held on May 5, 
will be cancelled. 

The NTA constituted a 
four-member committee to go 
into the truth behind the 
allegations made this year. The 
panel found that the 
compensatory marks awarded 
to the 1,563 students, resulted 
ín a "skewed situatlon". Grace 

marks had to be limited to the 
attempted questions alone. 

Students and education 
experts have expressed 
dissatisfaction, arguing that if 
the exam can be cancelled for 

1.500 students, then that is an 
admission of error and 
therefore, they claim that the 
logical thing would be to 
cancel the May 5 exam for all 
candidates and conduct a 
re-test. 
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Grace marks' reversed 
anicl raging NETrOW 
Abraham Thomas 
letters@hindustantimes.com 

NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court 
on Thursday allowed the Centre 
to scrap grace marks awarded 
to 1,563 students and conduct a 
fresh National Eligibility cum 
Entrance Test (NEET) for them, 
taking the first step in dispelling 
the chaos engulfing India's pre 
mier medical entrance exami 
nation that threatens to jeopar 
dise the futures of hundreds of 
thousands of children. 

The Centre told the top court 
that it proposed to withdraw 
SCOrecards issued to 1,563 stu 
dents awarded grace marks on 
account of loss of time during 
the May 5 test. The students will 
be given the option of appearing 
for the fresh exam, to be held on 
June 23, or retain their actual 
scores without the grace marks. 

A vacation bench of justices 
Vikram Nath and Sandeep 
Mehta termed the decision 
"fairly reasonable" and disposed 
of a petition that opposed grace 
marks and called it discrimina 
tory. But it refused to stall the 
counselling for medical seats, 
leaving it for the court to decide 
on July 8, when it will rule on a 
bouquet of complaints about 
this year's examination. 

"These issues will be dealt 
with on July 8. If this court 
quashes the entire selection, 
then automatically counselling 
will go. Why should we stay the 
counselling at this stage?" the 
court asked. 

Hours later, the National 
Testing Agency (NTA) 0Ssueda 
statement confirming that the 
grace marks had been with 

continued on >8 

The top court's decision 
SC allowed Centre to scrap grace marks' to 1,563 students 
awarded due to administrative delays in their exams 

of 
the -67 

students who 
secured 
All-India Rank 
#1 did so 

because of 
grace marks 

THE OPTION OF 
RETEST 
The students whose 
"grace marks" were 
deducted will now 
be given the option 
of appearing for the 
fresh exam, to be 
held on June 23, or 
retain their actual 
Scores without the 
grace marks. 

THE CONTROVERSY 
NEET-UG 2024 results came out on June 4 with 
far better performance across the board. 67 
students got full marks (T20/720) and shared 
the top rank- for context, only 2 got a perfect 
score last year, and no one got it ln 2022. This 
jump was due to three primary reasons: 

GRACE MARKS: Students 
at 6 centres complained of 
"loss of time due to admin 
reasons (getting wrong 
question paper etc). 1,563 
students suffered, and were 
given grace marks based on 
a pre-determined formula. 

CORRECTION MARKING: 
Officials later realised that a 
question in physics section had 
two correct answers - one based 
on the new NCERT textb0ok, and 
one on the old textbook. NTA 
decided to give 5 marks to all who 
marked either of these options. 

HOW 'INFLATION' OF MARKS IMPACTS STUDENTS 
Higher scores mean ranks dropped despite students scoring well. For instance, if 
someone scored 700 marks in 2022, they would've had a top 50 rank (#49) - making 
them eligible for AllMS-Delhi. In 2024, the same 700 score yielded a rank of #1,770. 

Six, all from same exam 
hall, no longer toppers 
Leena Dhankhar 
letters@hindustantimes.com 

BAHADURGARH/JHAJJAR: Over 
the past week, India was roiled 
by protests as angry students 
hit the streets over the contro 
versial National Eligibility cum 
Entrance Test (NEET) results. 
But in a corner of Haryana, S0x 
students celebrated quietly as 
they were among the 67 candi 
dates who scored a perfect 720. 

JMPROVED 
PERFORMANCE: 
Students also performed 
better geneally, which 
meant that even 
without the first two 
reasons, marks Inflation 
was already prevalent. 

All six had appeared for the 
exam at the Hardayal Public 
School in Bahadurgarh, and 
receivedgrace marks -as high 
as 140, according to students 
and teachers - that boosted 
their scores. On Thursday, 
however, a shroud of anxiety 
dispelled their joy as the 
Supreme Court allowed the 
Centre to scrap grace marks 
awarded during NEET and hold 
a retest on June 23. P10 

OPPN CALLS FOR 
SC-LED PROBE; NO 
LEAK, SAYS GOVT 
NEW DELHI: The future of 2.4 mil 
lions students who appeared for 
NEET is at stake due to the 
"actions" of the Narendra Modi-led 
government, opposition parties on 
Thursday said, as they demanded 
a Supreme Court-monitored probe 
into allegations of irregularities in 
the exam. Union education minis 
ter Dharmendra Pradhan on 
Thursday rejected the paper leak 
allegations and reiterated the gov 
ernment's commitment to safe 
guarding students' interest. PI0 
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SCON NEET 
drawn and that a new test will 
be conducted on June 23. 

A topper, 17, said his school 
and coaching centre had adver 
tised his achievemnent and that 
the court decision "made a 
mockery of him". 

"What ifI do not make it this 
time? Society will laugh at me 
and my family members," said 
the boy who attempted NEET 
for the first time. 

But the decision represents only a small fraction of the 
problems roiling NEET this 
year, primary among which is 
the fact that 67 people scored a 
perfect 720, up from two in 
2023 and zero in 2022. Junking 
grace marks will only remove 
six people from this list of 67. 
Other apparent inconsistencies 
in the process such as six 

candidates getting perfect 
scores from the same centre in 
Faridabad, 44 students getting 

marks because of discrepancies 
in old and new physics text 
books, or inflated marking that 
has skewed the percentiles 
remain unaddressed. 

The chaos has sparked 
Sweeping protests across India 
as thousands of students have 
hit the streets against this year's 
process amid allegations of 
question paper leaks, and oppo 
sition parties have called fora 
Supreme Court monitored 
probe into the allegations. 

The Congress on Thursday 
demanded a Central Bureau of 
Investigation (CBI) inquiry and 
asserted that the anger in the 
country over the matter will 
"reverberate inside Parliament 
as well". 

Congress president Mallikar 
jun Kharge said that over the 
last 10 years, the Modi govern 
ment has ruined the future of 
millions of young people. 

"Grace Marks was not the 
only problem in NEET exam. 
There has been rigging, papers 
have been leaked, corruption 
has taken place. The future of 
24 lakh students appearing in 
the NEET examination is at 
stake due to the actions of the 

Modi government," the Con 
gress president said in a post on 

He alleged that exam centres 
and coaching centres had 
formed a nexus. 

The government has rejected 
the allegations of a leak even as 
it has set up a committee to 
look into the process. 

Responding to Kharge's alle 
gations, Union education minis 
ter Dharmendra Pradhan said 
that there is no concrete evi 
dence of any kind of rigging, 
corruption or paper leak. 

"I want to remind the Con 
gress that to prevent paper leak 

and to conduct a cheating-free exam, the central government passed the Public Examination (Prevention of Unfair Means) 
Act this year, which has many 
strict provisions. Congress 
should not be under the mis 
conception that if any nexus is 
found, no action will be taken 
against it, " he said in a post on 
X 

The vacation bench disposed 
of the petition filed by NEET 
candidate Jaripiti Kartheek 
after suggestions given by a 
four-member panel formed by 
the ministry of education on the 
issue. The petition challenged 
the grant of grace marks to 
1563 candidates. 

The recommendations of the 
committee dated June 12 sub 
mitted by advocate Kanu Agar 
wal, appearing for the Centre, 
sought the withdrawal or can 
cellation of the scorecards of 
the l,563 candidates issued on 
June 4. 

Taking the suggestions on 
record, the bench said, "We dis 
pose the petition in view of the 
stand taken above as stated by 
the Union of India and the 
National Testing Agency 
(NTA)." 

NTA, represented by senior 
advocate Naresh Kaushik. 
informed the court that results 
will be available before June 30 
to ensure the counselling proc 
ess, which begins on July 6, 
does not get affected. 

Advocate Y Balaji, appearing 
for the petitioner Kartheek, 
termed the decision "fair" and 
was satisfied with the proposal 
submitted by the Centre. 

However, advocate J Sai 
Deepak, who appeared for 
Alakh Pandey, the founder and 
CEO of edtech firm Physicswal 
lah, said that the window 
should not be restricted to 1.563 
candidates. He said that the 
grace marks were not envisaged 
under the NEET examination 
policy and this denied a fair 
chance to 2.4 million candi 
dates who appeared in the 
examination. 

But the bench disagreed. 
"These are all educated peo 

ple who are aware of their 
rights. The examination was 
conducted on May 5 and 
nobody else has approached on 
this count for over a month. If 
we open the window, all sorts 
of requests will come saying 
enough time was not granted," 
it said. 

The court kept the matter 
pending as it also touched upon 
alleged malpractices and paper 
leaks-two aspects being con 
sidered in two separate peti 
tions pending before the top 
COurt. 

The court ordered Pandey's 

petition along with a similar 
petition on the aspect of paper 
leak brought by a group of NEET candidates be heard on 
July 8. 

The 1,563 candidates who got 
grace marks complained that 
they did not get the stipulated 3 
hours and 20 minutes to com 
plete the examination. The NTA 
grievance committee looked 
into this aspect and identified 
the 1,563 candidates from six 
centres in Meghalaya, Haryana, lc 
Chhattisgarh, Surat and Chan 
digarh. 

In all 2.4 million students sat 
for the examination at 4,750 
centres spread across 571 cities 
around the world. 

This year's NEET has been 
shrouded in controversy after 
allegations surfaced that in one 
centre in Rajasthan, students 
appearing for Hindi medium 
got question papers in English 
amid reports of torn OMR 
sheets and delay in distribution 
of question papers. A case was 
lodged in Patna over an alleged 
paper leak, after which the 
police arrested 13 people 
involved in solving question 
papers and supplying answers 
as part of a racket. The arrested 
people include four examinees. 

The top court issued notice 
on a petition seeking cancella 
tion of the NEET results on 
June l1. "The matter is not so 
simple. The sanctity has been 
affected and we need answers 
for that," the top court said on 
Tuesday. 

On June 8, the Centre consti 
tuteda four-member commit 
tee to examine the marks 
awarded for loss of time after 
petitions were filed in various 
high courts. 

The vacation bench noted 
that the committee formed by 
the Centre held regular meet 
ings from June 10 to 12 before 
arriving at the decision to ofer 
retest to the affected 1,563 can 
didates. The order passed by 
court said, "This court finds 
that the recommendations 
made by the committee.are 
fair, reasonable and justified." 

A bench headed by chief jus 
tice of India (CJI) Dhananjaya Y 
Chandrachud is likely to hear 
the batch of cases on July &. It 
was a bench headed by the CJI 
which issued notice on a peti 
tion filed by a candidate Van 
shika Yadav on May 17, to which 
similar petitions have been 
tagged. 

The parents of some of the 
erstwhile toppers 
despondent. For instance, a 
40-year-old woman from Jhaj 
jar whose husband is a daily 
wage labourer said they barely 
earn enough to make ends 
meet. 
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Govt Opprn rade barbs 
as NLET Ow intensifies 
Congress demands Supreme Court-monitored No evidence to show probe, says matter will 'reverberate inside 
Parliament; Centre accuses Opposition of 
playing politics over future of students' 
HT Correspondent 
letters@hindustantimes.com 

N�W DELHI: The future of 2.4 mil 
lions students, who appeared for 
the National Eligibility Entrance 
Test (NEET) for admission in 
undergraduate medical courses 
this year, is at stake due to the 
"actions" of the Narendra Modi-led 
government, opposition parties on 
Thursday said, as it slammed the 
Centre and demandeda Supreme 
Court-monitored probe into alle 
gations of iregularities and paper 
leaks in the examination that has 
already come under the scanner of 
the top court. 

The Opposition also said that 
the grace marks awarded to 1,563 
students, which were struck down 
by the Centre earlier in the day, 
was "unacceptable" and 
amounted to fraud, and asserted 
that the anger in the country over 
the matter will "Teverberate inside 
Parliament as well". The Parlia 
ment session is scheduled to be 

The remarks camne even as 
Union education minister Dhar 
mendra Pradhan said there is no 
evidence to substantiate the claims 
of paper leak and added that the 
government is ensuring no stu 
dent is ata disadvantage. He also 
said the Opposition is"spreading 
lies on a sensitive issue without 
knowing the facts". 

In a post on X, Congress chief 
Mallikarjun Kharge alleged "a 
nexus of Exam Centre and Coach 
ing Centre has been formed, in 
which the game of pay money, 
take paper' is being played". 

"Grace marks were not the only 
problem in the NEET exam. There 
has been rigging, papers have been 
leaked, corTuption has taken place. 
The future of 24 lakh (2.4 million) 
students who appeared in the 
NEET exam is at stake due to the 
actions of the Modigovernment," 
he said. The Modi government 
cannot escape its responsibility by 
putting it on the shoulders of NTA 
(National Testing Agency). The 
Congress party demands a fair 
investigation under the supervi 
sion of the Supreme Court in the 
entire NEET Scam. After the inves 
tigation, the culprits should be 
given the harshest punishment 

and lakhs of students should be 
compensated to save their year 
from being wasted," he added. 

Ata presS conference at AICC 
headquarters in Delhi, Congress 
leader Gaurav Gogoi said:"We are 
waiting for the Parliament session, 
we will raise the voice of 24 lakh 
(2.4 million) youth of the country 
inside Parliament. The anger over 
the NEET exam in the country will 
also reverberate inside Parliament. 
Now the INDIA bloc has the suffi 
cient strength to bring the goverm 
ment to its knees and make them 
accountable to the students." 

He added: "We demand a 
Supreme Court-monitored investi 
gation into this entire scandal." 

Trinamool Congress spokesper 
son Santanu Sen alleged that the 
BJP-led Centre was "playing with 
the future" of students. 

The Tamil Nadu government 
also slammed the Union govern 
ment, saying awarding students 
grace marks was "'unacceptable" 
as it amounted to fraud. "The NTA 
has to be blamed for the irregulari 
ties and confusion arising due to 
the conduct of the test, especially 
awarding grace marks. What was 
the basis for granting grace 
marks..?" state health minister 
Ma Subramanian said. 

He added that the protests 
across the country against holding 
the NEET only strengthened the 
repeated pleas of the Tuling DMK 
in the southern state to abolish the 
screening test. The DMK govern 
ment has repeatedly urged the 
Centre to abolish NEET, saying it 
disadvantages students from rural 
and poor backgrounds (who can 
not afford coaching), and those 
studying in boards other than the 
Central Board of Secondary Edu 
cation. 

The education minister hit back 
at the opposition parties, saying 
"no concrete evidence of any kind 

rigging, corruption or paper 
Jeak has been found so far in the 
NEET exam . Playing politics on 
the future of students is an old 
habit of Congres. Instead of mak 
ing political gains, Congress 
should contribute to the develop 
ment of India, " he said in a post on 
X"..the Opposition is just spread 
ing lies without knowing the 
facts," he added. 

paper leak in crucial 
exam: Education min 
Fareeha Iftikhar 

letters@hindustantimes.com 

NEW DELHI: Union education 
minister Dharmendra Pradhan 
on Thursday rejected allega 
tions of paper leak in the medi 
cal entrance exams, reiterating 

the government's commitment 
to safeguard the interest of stu 
dents. 

The allegations of corruption 
in the National Testing Agency 
(NTA) � the nodal body that 
conducts the National Eligibility 
Entrance Test (NEET) exam for 
admission to medical colleges� 
are baseless, Pradhan said, days 
after taking charge of the educa 
tion ministry for a second con 
secutive term. 

"There is no paper leak, no 
proof has been found yet... The 
allegations of corruption in NTA 
are unfounded, it is a very credi 
ble body." the minister said. "It 
conducts exams for more than 
50 lakh school students annu 
ally, besides exams at the higher 
education level." 

His comments came on a day 
NTA told the Supreme Court 
that the decision to award grace 
marks to 1,563 candidates in 
NEET-UG for admission 
MBBS. BDS and other courses 
was cancelled and they would 
be given the option to take a 
re-test on June 23. 

The agency has come under 
criticism amid allegations of 
irregularities and inflation of 
marks in this year's NEET-UG. 

Pradhan said that NEET-UG 
was conducted at 4,500 centres 
and of these, issues of incorrect 
question paper distribution 
were reported at just six cen 
tres. "The correct question 
paper was later provided but 
this took a little bit of time. 
Around 1,563 students were giv 
ing the exams in these centres 
and had to face time loss," he 
said. 

These 1,563 students were 
given grace marks as compen 
sation based on a Supreme 
Court's standing order on the 
issue, he said. 

Dharmendra Pradhan 

"NTA constituted an expert 
committee and applied the 
grace mark rule. Later it was 
found that some students got 
100% marks. After this, some 
people went to the court. The 
Supreme Court today has given 
a verdict that 1,563 students will 
be given the option to either 
reappear in the NEET exam or 
accept the original marks. I 
accept the verdict of the 
Supreme Court. The govern 
ment has taken this issue seri 
ously," the education minister 
said. 

The minister said the 
re-exam of these candidates will 
be conducted on June 23. 

Meanwhile, NTA also 
released a notification announc 
ing the scrapping of grace 
marks for these 1,563 students. 

"Subsequent to the Hon'ble 
Supreme Court's Observations 
on the Report of NTA's High 
Powered Committee, the grace | 
compensatory marks awarded 
to all 1,563 students stand with 
drawn. A re-test of all the 1,563 
candidates will be held on 23rd 
June 2024. NTA will issue a 
Public Notice shortly and will 
also contact these 1,563 candi 
dates through email to ensure 
that they receive the official 
communication," the NTA said 
in its notification. 

According to NTA officials, 
with the scrapping of grace 
marks, the number of toppers 
has now decreased from 67 to 
61. "Six of the 67 candidates had 
got grace marks due to loss in 
time. Now, either they will 
accept their original marks or 
can take a retest on June 23,' 
said a senior NTA official 

held from June 24 and July 3. 
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