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Amit Gupta's contributions to higher education have been
marked by resilience, vision and transformatlve leadership

etpanache@timesofindia.com

nIndia’sdynamic educational

sector, Amit Gupta,

chairman of the JIMS Group

of Institutions, stands out

as a visionary leader. He
started from modest beginnings
but soon oversaw the expansion of a
prestigious network of institutions,
which is testament to his resilience,
gritand dedication.

Hands-on approach

In 1997, Jagannath International
Management School (JIMS) entered a
new phase under Gupta’s leadership,
starting with a BBA program out ofa
rented building in GK2, New Delhi.
Building on his father Jagannath’s
legacy, Gupta was determined tocreate
aninstitution that would stand the test
oftime.

He personally managed admissions,
distributed pamphlets and oversaw
curriculum development. His hands-
on approach was crucial in attracting
students and building trust. “Success
isnotaboutsudden breakthroughs;it’s
about consistent, deliberate efforts,” he
has often said.

But the journey was not without
challenges. Overcoming scepticism
and financial constraints were
significant hurdles, but his strategic
foresight helped navigate major
educational reforms and secure
financial stability. The establishment
of the Kalkaji campus in 2001,
followed by expansions in Vasant
Kunj and Greater Noida, marked
significant milestones.

Despite setbacks, Gupta’s resilience

8 Amit Gupta'’s
] hands-on
| approach has
been crucial
in attracting
students and

led to the founding of
Jagannath Universities in
Jaipur and Bahadurgarh,
further expanding the
JIMS legacy.

Strategic collaborations

With a strong foundation as a
Commerce graduate from Shri Ram
College of Commerce and an MBA
from the Indian Institute of Foreign
Trade, Gupta aimed to bridge the gap
between academia and industry.

A partnership in 2022 with Grant
Thornton Bharat resulted in his
vision tointegrate industryrelevance
with academia. This led to the launch
of an industry-integrated PGDM
program at JIMS Kalkaji, ensuring
industry-relevant education with
guaranteed placements. Gupta also
ventured into school education with
the opening of St Xavier’s School in
2020, which has become a reputed
institute in Delhi NCR, and acquired

building trust

the Indian School of Business and
Finance (ISBF) in 2022, offering a
degree in affiliation with the London
School of Economics.

JIMS has also established
international collaborations,
including exchange programmes with
NUS Singapore, enhancing global
exposure for students.

~ Guptasaid hisleadership philosophy

is rooted in empowerment and
innovation. He believes in “fostering
a culture of excellence where
education prepares students for
real-world challenges”. His
contributions to higher
education have been
recognised with numerous
accolades, including the
Shiksha Ratan Award,
while his commitment
to societal upliftment is
evident through community-
outreach programmes
and scholarships offered for
underprivileged students.

As JIMS enters its next phase of
growth, Gupta’s vision remains
steadfast: He wants to create an
educational ecosystem that not only
adapts to the future but also shapes
it. His plans include introducing
cutting-edge programmes and
strengthening industry partnerships
to equip students with essential skills
for the future. “Education is the key to
unlockingpotential,” Guptasaid. “And
atJIMS, we'rejust gettingstarted.”e

-
For more information about
JIMS Group of Institutions and
their programmes,
visit https://wwwjagannath.org/
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Atishi rolls out student
start-up initiative with
340 crore seed money

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

In a bid to encourage bud-
ding student entrepre-
neurs, Delhi Education Mi-
nister Atishi on Thursday
launched the third edition
of the Business Blasters
programme with a seed
money of 40 crore.

The programme Wwas
first introduced dunng the
2022-23 academic session.

Addressing a press con-
ference, Ms. Atishi said the
programme is expected to
attract around 2.45 lakh
students who will have an
opportunity to turn their
innovative ideas into
start-ups.

The Minister said it may
help find a solution to the
country’s unemployment
situation if the students
who drop out of Class 12
could provide employ-
ment to the youth through
their business initiatives.

“This programme aims
to promote entrepreneur-
ship and self-employment

among students, enabling
them to become job crea-
tors rather than job seek-
ers,” she said, adding ap-
proximately 40,000 ideas
and start-ups have begun
working  under  the
programine.

The Business Blasters
programme is a Delhi go-
vernment initiative that en-
courages entrepreneur-
ship in school students.
This year, 2.45 lakh student
entrepreneurs of Classes 11
and 12 with 40,000 start-
up ideas will be able to be-
nefit from the seed money.

The top 150 start-ups se-
lected are then opened for
public investment.

‘Hollow plan’

However, Delhi BJP chief
termed the plan “hollow
and laughable”. “Ms. Atish-
i’s claims of generating em-
ployment in Delhi are just
as hollow as her other
claims,” he said. He said
the Minister should clarify
how many people have got
jobs through the scheme. \
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What role does CSTT play in |
standardising technical terms?

What is the ‘Shabd glossary platform? How many terms are available on ortal?

Sreeparna Chakrabarty

The story so far:
n alignment with the National
Education Policy (NEP) 2020, to
impart education in the Indian
languages for an improved
understanding and improved
teaching-learning outcome, the
government has initiated technical
education, including engineering and
medicine in Indian languages. The All
India Council for Technical Education
(AICTE) has introduced “AICTE Technical
Book Writing and Translation” in 12
scheduled Indian languages. The
government is also collaborating with
technical education departments to
distribute one set of books in Indian
languages for the libraries of each degree
and diploma-level institution. The
Commission for Scientific and Technical
Terminology (CSTT) has also launched a
website offering technical terms in all 22
official Indian languages for various
educational subjects.

What is CSTT?
The CSTT, established on October 1, 1961,
focuses on preparing standardised

o cM @il

K ,

scientific and technical terminology in
Indian languages. It regularly publishes a
range of bilingual, trilingual, and
multilingual glossaries, definitional
dictionaries, and monographs, besides
publishing quarterly journals named
“Vigyan Garima Sindhu’ and ‘Gyan Garima
Sindhu’. The CSTT also takes up the
publication of university-level textbooks
through its Granth Academies, textbook
boards, and publication cells located in
various parts of the country.

It also undertakes the publication of
administrative and various departmental
glossaries that are widely used by
government departments, institutions,
research laboratories, autonomous
organisations, and public sector units
besides organising workshops, seminars,
symposiums, conferences, orientation,
and training programmes to increase the
use and popularise the standard
terminology of Hindi and other Indian
languages.

What is the name of the new website
and how does it operate?

The CSTT glossary search website,
“Shabd,” is hosted at
‘https://shabd.education.gov.in’. “Shabd”

|

is a data server that features all the
glossaries of CSTT in digital searchable
mode. Other institutions or agencies
preparing dictionaries can also host their
work in digital form on this platform. The
aim is to showcase a central repository for
all the terminologies prepared in or for
Indian Languages.

The platform allows users to search for
scientific and technical terms in Indian
languages and provide feedback on
existing equivalents prepared by CSTT.
The search options include language,
subject, dictionary type, and language
pairs. It also allows users to search
specific glossaries or the entire collection.

What was the process of collating the
words?

The CSTT prepares the terminologies
through the Expert Advisory Committees
consisting of subject and language
experts, along with linguists, who are
focused on finding out the equivalent
terms in the specific subject areas and
language. The terminology prepared by
CSTT is used by Granth Academies,
textbook boards, and publication cells for
textbook preparation and is also used by
institutions such as NTA, NCERT, NTM,

l B

AICTE, and so on. The “Shabd” website
contains words taken from various
definitional dictionaries, glossaries, and
reference materials that have been
published by the CSTT over the years.

When was the portal launched and
what has been the response so far?
The site first went active in March this
year and since then, it has had 1,36,968
hits from across the country and the
world.

How many words drawn from how
many subjects are available on the
portal?

The entire collection which as of now
includes about 322 glossaries has about
(21,84,050 headwords). This covers
disciplines in Humanities, Social Sciences,
Medical Sciences, Engineering,
Agricultural Sciences, and more than 60
subjects such as Journalism, Public
Administration, Chemistry, Botany,
Zoology, Psychology, Physics, Economics,
Ayurveda, Mathematics, Civil and
Electrical Engineering, Computer
Science, Political Science, Agriculture,
Culture, Transport, Geology, Capital
Market, Cell Biology, Broadcasting, Music
and Finearts, CSIT, AIML, Linguistics,
Forestry, Entomology, Plant Pathology,
Soil Science, Nematology, Sericulture,
LIS, and others.

Prof Girish Nath Jha, Chairperson of
CSTT, says, “The institution is working
hard to enable Indian languages as per
the huge mandate given to it by our
government and our constitution. We
hope to progress faster by using Al and

THE GIST

v

The CSTT is responsible for
developing standardised
scientific and technical
terminology in Indian
languages.

v

The CSTT launched the ‘Shabd’
platform, a digital glossary
search website that hosts all its
technical glossaries in a
searchable format.

This platform serves as a
central repository for scientific
and technical terms in Indian
languages, allowing users to
search by language, subject, or
dictionary type. It aims to
make terminologies more
accessible and encourages
feedback from users to refine
translations.

related digital technologies in future”. \.\{ .
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{ ’ } WILL ALSO BE INTRODUCED IN SCHOOLS SOON

adh a Pradesh adds street sport Pittu in

sports calender of all colleges fo

Shruti Tomar

letters@hindustantimes.com

BHOPAL: Efforts to revive Pittu
(a traditional game that goes by
several names across India,
including the generic “seven
stones”) received,a boost with
Madhya Pradesh introducing it
as a sport for all colleges in
Madhhya Pradesh for the aca-
demic year 2024-25, according to
a government circular issued on
September 6. A similar circular
will be issued for schools soon,
said a state government official
who asked not to be named.
“Pittu is one of the oldest tra-
ditional games of India...It is
believed to have originated in
southern part of the Indian sub-

continent. Lord Krishna also

used to play this game with his
friends which is mentioned in
the Hindu religious text Bhaga-
vata Puran written 5,000 years
ago,” said the note attached to
the circular.

The note mentioned that after
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
mentioned about the game in his
Mann Ki Baat in January 2021,
state cabinet minister and BJP
general secretary Kailash Vijay-
vargiya formed Pittu Federation
of India to promote the sport.

To be sure, bodies to promote
the game date back to 2008, and
Goa, too has its own state level
federation. The state also dem-
onstrated the game during last
year’s National Games. There
has been a Lagori World Cup in
2015-16, and evenan Indlan Pre-

NewDelhi ‘

mier League style league, but the
game has never taken off until
Now.

According to officials, this is
the third such decision which
has been taken by the Mohan
Yadav led Madhya Pradesh gov-
ernment to motivate students to
learn about life and work of
Lord Krishna.

In June., Yadav announced
that life and work of Lord Ram
and Lord Krishna will be taught
in school and colleges by includ-
ing it in syllabus. In August, the
general administration depart-
ment (GAD) issued an order to
organise lectures on various top-
ics based on the life and philoso-
phy of Lord Krishna.

According to the game’s rule-
book Pittu is played in 26 m by

rits ‘revival’

14 m field by two teams of six
players each (each team is
allowed four substitutes). The
game is played in two halves of
10 minutes each. The game
revolves around a pile of seven
different coloured tiles called
Pittu, which has to be hit by a
ball by a striker team.

An education department offi-
cial familiar with the matter said
the sport will soon be introduced
in all schools in Madhya Pra-
desh.

“Pittu is a sport which was
played by every Indian but is it
played in Olympics, Asian
Games, or Commonwealth
Games? Why does the govern-
ment want to waste the time of
students?” asked Kunal Chaud-
hary, a Congress spokesperson.
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A centralised focus to
unlock R&D prowess

ndia’s aspirations to be a global leader in

research and development (R&D) have long

been constrained by a chronic underfunding

of its research infrastructure —less than 1%
of its GDP. The Anusandhan National Research
Foundation (ANRF) seeks to remedy this imbal-
ance. Conceptualised as part of the National
Education Policy (NEP), the ANRF aims to foster
greater collaboration between academia, indus-
try, and government, while encouraging public-
private partnerships for transformative innova-
tions. The ANRF is designed to provide sus-
tained, centralised funding for research across
disciplines. Historically, research funding in
India has been inconsistent and fragmented. By
consolidating resources and offering continuous
support, the ANRF promises to free researchers
from financial uncertainty, empowering them to
focus on groundbreaking work.

One of its most ambitious goals is to bridge
the long-standing chasm between academia and
industry in India. While Indian aca-
demic institutions are no strangers to
producing world-class research, much
of this output has failed to translate

those in metropolitan cities. India’s vast and
diverse population is teeming with untapped
potential, and the foundation’s commitment to
inclusivity could play a pivotal role in bridging
the urban-rural divide.

The foundation, however, is not without chal-
lenges. To succeed, it must navigate India’s cum-
bersome bureaucratic processes. A frequent
criticism of the country’s research ecosystem is
the inefficiency caused by administrative red
tape, which often delays the disbursement of
funds and stifles innovation. The ANRF will
need to adopt a more agile approach to govern-
ance, ensuring that funds are allocated in a
timely manner and that research isn't bogged
down by administrative delays.

Moreover, transparency and accountability
will be critical in mitigating the risks of misallo-
cation of resources. The foundation must ensure
that funding is distributed not only to top-tier
institutions but also to underfunded universities
and regional research centres. Only by
embracing inclusivity can the founda- *
tion ensure that India’s research
efforts are truly national in scope.

into commercially-viable innovations. B The ANRF’s success will also
This disconnect has stifled the coun- R depend on its ability to align its

try’s ability to harness its full innova-  Ashutosh research priorities with India’s *
tive potential. The ANRF will promote Sharma broader national goals. The founda- -

deeper collaboration between univer-
sities and industries, by aligning
research agendas with national priori-
ties and ensuring that research out-
comes are readily transferable to mar-
ket. Industry players, in turn, will have
the opportunity to shape research initi-
atives, ensuring that academic pursuits
are both relevant and responsive to
real-world needs.

The ANRF also recognises that the
problems of the 2lst century cannot be
addressed through siloed approaches
to research. Today’s challenges are complex,
requiring insights that cutacross disciplines. In
this regard, the ANRF places a strong emphasis
on interdisciplinary research. By fostering col-
Jaborations across seemingly disparate fields, it
intends to spur innovations that are not only
groundbreaking but also adaptable to the rap-
idly changing demands of the modern world.
This interdisciplinary approach positions Indian
researchers to tackle some of the most pressing
global challenges, suchas the climate crisis, pan-
demics, and food security.

The foundation will develop the next genera-
tion of Indian innovators, through mentorship
programmes, fellowships, and internships.

Importantly, the ANRF also seeks to decen-
tralise research funding and opportunities,
ensuring that talent from underrepresented
regions has access to the same resources as

Pranav
Sharma

tion must ensure that its research -
agenda is in line with the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs). Innova-
tions in clean energy, agriculture, *

[\ health care, and digital technology are

y. . essential for India’s continued eco-

' nomic growth and its ability to
address its most pressing societal
challenges. Global collaboration will
be another critical factor. The ANRF's
emphasis on international partner-
ships will enable Indian researchers to
exchange ideas, participate in global
knowledge networks, and co-create solutions to
global challenges.

ANRF’s establishment marks a pivotal
moment in India’s evolution as a knowledge
economy. Its impact, however, will not be meas-
ured by the volume of research it produces but
by the tangible, real-world outcomes it enables.
By fostering a culture of curiosity, critical think-
ing, and public engagement, it has the potential
to inspire future generations of Indian scientists
and innovators. Its success will depend on its
ability to remain adaptable, transparent, and
aligned with both national and global priorities.

Ashutosh Sharma is president, Indian National
Science Academy, and Pranav Sharma is policy and
diplomacy advisor to the United Nations
International Cornpuring Centre.

The views expressed are personal

“wyird

Ahiimihal Treluandriim

Vicakhanatnam Viavawada and bevond by Rail or Road -

De 1N/~


Administrator
Typewritten Text
HINDUSTAN TIMES (P-16), 13 SEPTEMBER 2024 

Administrator
Typewritten Text


INDIAN EXPRESS, (P-10), 13 SEPTEMBER 2024

[


Administrator
Typewritten Text
INDIAN EXPRESS, (P-10), 13 SEPTEMBER 2024

Administrator
Typewritten Text


The world is
currently home
to 2.4 billion
young people
between the
ages of 10 and
29—the largest
generation ever

Outcry of the young

In the wake of stark ecqnomz’c insecurity, characterised by widespread unemployment,
the record youth population across the globe is venting out its ire on multiple related issues

here are waves of pro-

tests sweeping across

continents, from Asia

to Africa to Europe to
the Americas. The protesters
predominantly are young; and
their agendas varied—from
regime change to high infla-
tion. When one examines the
agendas and the structure of
protests worldwide, one broad
picture emerges: these protests
are informal by leadership and
very much issue-based.

In Bangladesh, students
staged protests in August to
change the political regime;
in India, the ongoing protests
triggered by a doctor’s rape and
murder in Kolkata demand
women safety in health facili-
ties; and in Kenya the “Gen Z”
forced the government to with-
draw new tax proposals.

These protests are not
steered by any chosen lead-
ership. Rather, these move-
ments are being fuelled and
sustained by various develop-
mental issues and steered by
the youths.

This seems obvious at a
time when the world by far
has the largest youth popula-
tion in history. The US Agency
for International Aid (USAID)
estimates that the world is
currently home to 2.4 billion
young people between the ages
of 10 and 29. One can term it
as the largest generation ever.

A recent study by UNI-
CEF on youth protests amid
the polycrisis says that the
proportion of people, in gen-
eral, willing to participate in
demonstrations has “increased
to its highest levels since the
1990s” However, since the turn

of the 21* century, the UNI-
CEF study asserts, ‘new trends
that distinguish recent protests
from those of the past have
become more evident. Young
people have played an impor-
tant role in defining some of
these patterns.”

What are the issues that

The protests of young people are for a new development model which has not been defined or developed till now

drive the youth to lead such
massive movements? There
have been massive protests
against globalisation in the
early 21" century followed
by outrage against economic
hardship and more recently
for democracy and freedom.
Climate justice is also slowly
featuring as a trigger for global
mobilisation. In recent years,
particularly after the pan-
demic, the cost-of-living cri-
sis seems to be the dominant
trigger. As per an estimate,
between November 2021 and
October 2022, as many as
12,500 protests and riots were
recorded in 150 countries.
Most of these protests or
riots revolved around inflation,
energy cost and food short-
ages, and youths played a key

role in them.

Social scientists and policy
makers are trying to under-
stand why the youths are so
angry. Most assessments,
including the one by UNICEE
point towards a young world,
asserting against lack of basic
survival means and the ineffec-
tiveness of the current politi-
cal system to respond to their
needs. The overarching issue
of most protests is economic
security—simply put, employ-
ment and livelihood.

Many treat this as a sign
of the current development
model not being able to meet
the aspiration of the genera-
tion. So, the protests are for
a new development model
which has not been defined or
developed till now.

Some years ago, the Inter-
national Labour Organiza-
tion (ILO) taking note of the
increasing restless among
the youth noted, “The youth
employment crisis, in all its
manifestations, is not merely a
transitory development related
to sluggish economic growth,
but it may become a structural
trend if no significant policy
changes are put in place”

Some interpret these pro-
tests as reflection of the youths’
political profile or affiliation. A
survey published in sage Open
analysed data from 1 million
people in 128 countries from
the early 2000s up to 2017, and
said, “Those under 40 were
more likely to prefer informal
political activities than those
older than 40. Some believe

this is because young people
have greater interest in issue-
based politics and action that
requires no intermediaries,
rather than in traditional, insti-
tutionalised politics.”

The UNICEF study sup-
ports this change in out-
look and role of engagement
between the old and new
generations.

“Global analyses have
shown in recent years that
older and younger cohorts
have different views on democ-
racy as a platform for political

engagement. Compared with

older cohorts, the youth have

become increasingly frustrated

by the inadequate performance

of democratic institutions; it

says. DIE

Views expressed are personal
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