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Honours 1or India’s elite univs

he latest QS global rankings of universities points. i
improvement in the quality ogf education, retslgasrclz)lcl) lelllntfi ggagt;?ggtg?gg
best universal practices in imparting education by Indian universiti °
_ Mo_re than the fact that 69 elite institutions have made it to the gl baESIai*leli-
ing hst: the fact that 72 per cent of Indian entries have either imo I.d :
mamtan;ed their rankings is a clear indication that India is catchinproVe 't?lf
thlnlel (ti);slt) l?nglhe wqxt‘ld regarding university education. stpw
_ versities are also said to have di -
mances 1n science subjects and in business stu((illizg.l%?&l ggnill-n(li(?ibvl:n%?t‘fu?‘e
on the' horizon, proficiency in computer science physics and chemistry and
blolqglcal sciences may become even more of a prerequisite for success i
landing jobs in the changing environment and finding fulfilling lives o

Of course, we are talking of elite schools in science and technology aild busi-
ness management offering professional courses, as in the IITs and the IIMs
where the best rankings results are being achieved year after year. The 12
Institutes of Eminence, with 47 IoE positions in the top 100, have conﬁ*ibuted
to the sanguine Indian higher education scenario.

The news must also be welcomed that the JNU leads all other Indian colleges
and universities in social development studies, so there can be no complaint
of the improvements being of one dimension of STEM or management stud-
les. Knowledge in any field is power.

The explosion of research activity making Indian students and their teach-
ers and guides the fourth largest producer of (around 1.3 million) papers after
China, the US and UK is a clear sign that the mode of teaching has moved on
from lectures and rote learning to a more diverse orientation wherein the stu-
dent is thinking while learning. International researchers have also been
helping refine this process, as evident in a 16 per cent jump in research.

It must, however, be stressed that the rankings indicate Indian elite schools
are shining even as much remains to be done to improve the access to higher
education for all Indian students. The difficulties of getting into desired elite
schools of learning are too well-known in our self-defeating world of huge
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Govi appoints four
new UG@mgnbers

NEW DELHI: The Centre has
appointed four new
members, including CEO of
National Stock Exchange
Ashish Kumar Chauhan and
founder of Zoho Corporation
Sridhar Vembu in the
University Grants
Commission(UGC) for a
period of three years. Ina
gazette notification, dated 10
April, the Centre notified
that it has appointed Central
University of Odisha former
V-C Sachidananda Mohanty,
National Institute of
Educational Planning and
Administration V-C
Shashikala Gulabrao
Wanjari, along with
Chauhan and Vembu as
members of the body N
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From NCERT to HTS,
science takesa knock

Itis und_esuable and bealnbofhiad otk Seven would be as  scientific observation f
tendentious on the the Centre of B g from nowg]fumreanuwpol- .
: were to digup filesin overnment |-+ 4
part of educational ﬂ;ﬂﬁ; Syatems, vas devoted to mmdddfmfmmee%smceofa . ;
inetituti ALl e “recoveryof thefoun-  peo le called “sir”! Something similar  — .
institutions 0 ask dations of Indian knowledge systems”. hasl:wppened in the case of the term During the last two decades: genetics have helped inarrivingat 287800
students to internalise ﬁiﬂ%‘;";j‘;ﬁ“ a‘ft""g.’“'““f Ao . grasp of prehistory
- ; next, reinterpre- owever, there s avast di erence in e
fanciful hypotheses e e the Indus Valley iviisation  the ways anguages FiC T arge _ steppesand the successive SEEE0 ofthe  previoushy PO m“‘;ﬁﬂ%ﬁ
and inadequately (IVO);and last, to providea rebuttalto populationsdo. The Rakhigarhi skele- evolution of the language which. afte? sites in cultur[z;]l or_lmﬂcc 7o '
. the Aryan invasion myth T this ton research opens up the questionof  Its rrival on the western border of demonstrates the SIS, mdwin:
proven opinions end, it offered 12 “evidences”, never the five-century gap between the endof India, came to be known as Sanskrit &Y gradient that was W1 fﬁPf_e"
mind the awkward plural. What it the Harappan eraaround 1900BCEand  The turning point in this history was farmers 0 the ponhwest o pe‘rha -
he immortal closing lines of offered as wevidence” was a series of %ﬂln@ of the Vedic era around the use of copper. the control of horses India at the height of the IVC, lt’r
Shelley’s 1820 poem Ode to biased claims: The currently accepted 1 - but a vastamount of further and the useof wagonswhich  litdle if any genetic contribution from
the West Wind, “The chronology of Indian civilisa- research will be required to allowed ancient EumsiangeppEpeoPle Steppe pasto or wedS:r;a S
trumpet of @ prophecy! 0 tonisdubious and questiona- close it. Demonising Furo- tomoveout towards the South andthe farmersor herders, and that ra p
Wind/If Winter comes, ¢an ble; the chronological gap scholars of Indian civili- West. In the process whatis da“crlbed mary impact %}18 ancestry 0 slﬁg;r
Spring be far behind?”,  between the [VCand i sation does in no way prove as the “proto-Indo-European (PIE)  South Asians. While our study is suffi-
though not their juxtaposition ofthe periodisa calumny of some that the historically non-exis- branched into Indo-Europeaf. Indolra- cientto demonstrate that this ancestry -
undesirable and the desirable, came to European scholars,a conspir- ‘ tent Aryans “went out from nianand Indic. Indic was subsequently profile was common feature of the -
my mind when I read about modifica- ¢y hatched by them in order GN here” rather than “came here named Sanskrit. Its earliest form was vCa smgk_’ sample— or even the gra-
tions in Central Board of Secondary to“d o the cosmologi- from outside”. To harbour related ©0 the language of the Avesta. fijent_of 12 likely IVC samples we have
Education (CBSE) history texts intro- €l andaltruistic foundations Devy  suchabeliefamountstocom One notices that at least 380 s~ identified —cannot fully CRFCE al,
of the Vedas”. The calendar =——— ———— mitting the same ghastly such as Indra, Mitra. Varuna, an cosmopolitan ancient civilisation.” /]
plunder that Adolf Hitler Homa-— used in the Avestaare found in Accounts of evolution of languages ./
committed but from an Indianend of  the Rig Veda. are based on comparative and histori=. 1|
The claim that the recent ancient cal linguistics. They indicate that’/
i skeleton dis- Sanskrit is historically a later stage of -

thatit has had no p_re-Har-

duced by National Council of Education
Research and Training (NCERT). tried to show how the Aryan
Shockingasit is, NCERT's insistence on invasion myth resulted from the works
establishing that the Harappans later of Max Muller, AnhurdeGobineauund the fantasy.
berlain. During the lasttwo decades, genetics DNAstudyofa
hedmmAdolleder have helped In arriving ata granular  proves the previously established  the PIEand
history which had carlier understanding of the language move: existence in South Asia. Given the ¢
ment is hasty. far-fetched and agenda-  current state of various disciplines —
. human genetics, ancient DNA study./

emerged in India's protohistory as the HSCham
Vedic people, I did not feel shocked by Jtis well establis
the distortion since that is precjsely @ the Ideas of Aryan superiority  grasP of pre
what the Indian Institute of Technology, ~ from the works of de Gobineau remained surrounded in mystery and
Kharagpur (IT-K) did in its 2022 calen- (1816-82), who turned the name ofalan- opento wild guesswork. In the context  driven rather than a dispassionate sct-
dar. Is it because the imaginationofa ~ guage (Ind&Aryan) into an ethno- of India, works like David Reich's Who entific analysis. In @ 2019 paper pub- linguistics, archaeology and history 0f
Cham How We Got Here (2018) lished by archaeologist Vasant Shinde foodand i _itis undesirable»
and Tony Joseph’s The Early Indians and others based on DNA study ofa  and entirely tendentious on thepartof

Rakhigarhi skeleton, the conclusion NCERT to ask students to inte i
fanciful hypotheses and inadequately .

larger part of CBSE students is fired b hic term
gle dream of getting into an T thabt( Enn%er made the idea
CERT wants to indoctrinate them by Germans. Therefore, It lsclear peyond (2018 have presented cogent accounts
way of preparation towards that goal?  doubt that the Aryan fnvasion ofindia  of different waves of migrations, Simi- ~ stAtes that the DNA sample shows no
w“ﬁ:fgt about IIT-K. Created in 1951  isnota rical fact. It is also estab-  larly, David ‘Anthony's The Horse, the resence of Iranian farmers’ ancestry ~ proven opinions.
i B ér Fi'c Ghosh as its first director  lished though that the term “Aryan’In ~ Wheel, and Language: How Bronze-Age ~ Among IVC. It pointsto new directions !
oy and SS Bhatnagar among ~ Sanskait had been used previously by Riders from the Eurasian Steppes for research on the history of agricul- GNDevyls pmfessarofnadona!mdnmm
Indo- intheMitannl ~ Shaped the Modern World has estab- ture in India. But it also states, “Our und director, School of Cvilisatiom, .
lished a precise sequence oftheriseof ~ analysis of data from one individual Somaiya Vidyavihar University. Bombay.
in the Eurasian  from the IVC, in conjunction with 11 mmmapmsadarrpa-mmf, !
we[wle /
4

its btéard members, its vision was to  § ol
tgcr;:n glge g;lzal leaders in science, period for mfemngtoapemﬂJUStas se-dri
v and management”and "t the term “sir” IS used. How absurd it horsecriver wegare
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Libraries can force the:
case for liberty, justice:

may have encounterad the phrase

“palaces for the people.” a term
often usad to describe US public libraries. He
was certainly convinead of the importance ofthe
public librarkes system he encountered there: he
appointad &N American to create ane in Baroda
in 1910 — and thus. William Alanson Borden,
created a system of free libraries in modern
India.

A publisher recently told me this about Ker-
3l which has dose t0 10,000 libraries “Wahan
i haar hi alag hai” (Kerala stands out from the
rext of the country). She reasoned that the state's
near-total teracy came first. and then came the
hooks and the culture of reading. So. if we could

yhen Maharaia Sawajirao Gaekwad
\ \ / visited the United States (US). he

™Y kAl

\)
.

A

national scale, understood the importance of thé
connection between free libraries and thes;
nation. Ranganathan is responsible not only fop’,
the Madras Public Libraries Act. the first library .
legislation adopted in India, butalso foraM :
Library Act. which alas was never adopted®
nationally. o
The present library movement in India is also
a people’s movement. It is led by over 300 library
practitioners and leaders from around the coun-
try and operates over 200 free library organisa-
tions. Nearly none of the libraries in the Free
Libraries Network have access to the resources
that would allow them to do what they do.
which is to welcome all people and bar none
from free membership in libraries in which liter-
ature and community thrive. The seemingly..
miraculous has less to do with mira-

just hurtle ourseves forward the Ker-
ala way. then, only a century after cles and more to do with a commit- ;
Gaekwad and his love of free libraries, ment to meet the urgency of people’s
we could st about establishing the need for access to information.
public library system that India needs. ) S The free library movement
The publisher isright Kerala is dif- - describes itself as an anti-caste move-
ferent from the rest of the country Mridula ment because it recognises the role
which has an abysmal ratio of one Koshy caste has played in keeping people out-
urban library for every 80,000 people side libraries. It recognises the role of -
and one rural library for every 11500 libraries in annihilating caste. It begins-
people. But she is also wrong because with the assertion that libraries must
be free to be anti-caste. :

people don't acquire literacy first and then
books. They acquire books first and literacy fol-
lows Kerala's literacy movement was
by a century-long library movement

And even Kerala may no longer be able to
exercise the autonomy of the Kerala way. R
Bindu. Kerala's minister of higher education, at
the Union ministry of culture’s Festival of
Libraries. voiced her state's objection to the Cen-
me'splanto move the library question from the
<ate to the concurrent list Kerala is worried that
ifmq'kasemnunlm'erﬂxeirlibmﬁeS.dleyw'iﬂ
no longer be able to maintain the quality of their
smnmmm'idsﬁbmﬂesmamﬁoofme
per 3,500 people.

The library movement in India has mostly not
been led by maharajas or government officials.
It has been a people’s movement led by those
who undoubtedly understand that people have
arighttoplaosvmeremeymnmeettaﬂcrmd
and think together. Leaders in the movement
have come from various places and dmes in
India: Motibhai Amin in Baroda, Sir lyyanki
Venkata Ramanayya in Andhra Pradesh, PN
Panicker in Kerala, Monindra Dev Rai Maha-
shaya in Bengal, Master Modtilal in Rajasthan,
Sant Ram Bhatia in Punjab, Kumudeshar Bar-

thakur in Assam, among others. SR Ranga-
nathan, who conceived of the movementona

These are combative words in India, where
active exclusion of people from a reading envi- -
ronment occurs when a child in Rajasthan is "
beaten by his teacher for reaching for the
‘wrong' container of water.

The People’s National Library Policy 2024
(PNLP24) of the Free Library Network begins
i premise that libraries should be freeof -
cost toall people, of all castes, religions, genders,
lasses, ethnicities, abilities, and should barno
one whatsoever, and further that people should -
be free to choose from the ideas curated within -
melitrary.metmpomrmofﬁfedommdmose .
what to read necessarily begins with adequate-
public funding and adequate ratio of libraries per
capita and books per capita, and most impor-
tantly with local autonomy over libraries.

We can trust autonomy to create the libraries
people need and good national policy, on the
lines of PNLP24, to ensure a baseline rooted in
the Constitution’s promise of justice, liberty,
equality and fraternity. The Constitution could
as easily have been describing the best public
library system as it described the nation we are
trying to become. \Fi

Mridula Koshy, a writer, isa board member of Free

Libraries Network. The views expressed are personad **
ST LTS .
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n'sCu
impact 1s profound

[tural

VINAYSHIL GAUTAM

‘Knowledge, behaviour and spirituality are pillars of personal development. Yet,

crucial aspects of learning often lack sustained attention in educational systems

he entire Greek tra-

dition, going

through Aristotle,

Socrates and more,

has subscribed to the

¢ theory that ‘man is a learning

' animal’ This belief has been

, carefully nurtured and left a

| deep impact on the Greek-

" Roman tradition. As the Greek-

" Roman tradition spread

* through North Africa, Asia

. and different parts of Europe,

¢ it left its mark on human think-

ing and learning. That ‘man is

alearning animal’ graduated to

the level of a belief and para-

digm. Deep thought makes it

. necessary to take a closer look
. at this statement.

Palpably, this is a compact

. thought. There is some recog-

. nition and some empirical evi-

! dence to the effect that differ-

. ent phases of the life cycle have

different intensities and content
of learning. One learns compre-
hensively in youth and adult-
_hood and as one grows and
mellows, some of the earlier
vestiges of the learning remain.
What does not remain is a sim-
ilar impact of that learning on
behaviour or a continuance of
learning in thought and deed.
Thus, like all total statements,
they need to be modified,
adapted and fitted into the
context.
What type of learning remains
in sequence and continuance

. and why does, some of it it
. remain neither in sequence

nor in continuance? Indeed,

{ what kind of learning remains

| in patches needs to be realised
| with the content itself getting
! lost. This kind of exploration
should be one of the central
contexts of human growth. It is
worth pondering why this kind
of approach has not received
the kind of attention, for learn-
ing, as other domains of
scholasticism have earned.

. At the end of it, knowledge,
| behaviour and spirituality are
| the three basic elements that go
into a man’s personality. There
is a general need to create
anareness of these elements

amongst the general literate
| community that matters in this
+ land. That will be an essential
! element in India becoming a
‘Jagat Guru' and leading the

world through to a better
future.
That may be a matter of
emphasis at an operational
level. To an extent that has
not been sufficiently aligned
with the skills that should
arise out of educated knowl-
edge and behaviour. Thus
there is a need to take a yet
deeper look at the founda-
tions of Indian education
and reflect it in processes of
observed learning. It is also
obvious that the human
being has to be taught over
and over again. As it hap-
pens, learning fades away
and needs continuing
renewal, to prevent it from
slipping off. This needs
intervention in many ways,
including how the curricu-
lum is designed, how it is
imparted in any classroom
and how it becomes a useful
input to face the challenges
of life and the profession.
Learning has many manifes-
tations and begins with auto-
motive behaviour, such as
learning how to eat, how to
use ones fingers and how to
maintain hygiene and other
values. This has to be a life-
long process. However, as
said earlier, there are certain

LETTERS I E1:

UNDERSTANDING
WHAT IS THE CORE
OF A SUCCESSFUL
INTERNALISATION
OF SKILLS,
BEHAVIOURS AND
INFORMATION
THAT COMES OUT OF
LEARNING A
SUBJECT WILL
MAKE TEACHING
FAR MORE
EFFECTIVE

= N,

aspects of life where repeat-
ed attempts at internalising
learning have to be made. In
certain areas of life, one
cannot afford to make mis-
takes over and over again.
This situation must be
addressed and collectively
corrected in the life cycle of
the individual. It is about
time ‘learning’ as art was
made an integral part of all
disciplines. To understand
this proposition clearly, one
needs to recognise that
learning mathematics
requires certain unique
methods and abilities. Those
“methods and abilities aré not
the same for learning
English or Hindi as a lan-
%uage. There are other trans-
ormations and angularities
in the requirements and
characteristics of the learn-
ing  process, itself.
Ilustratively the method of
learning when it comes to
learning history or geogra-
phy, may require its unique-
ness.
It is therefore plausible to
argue that for each subject
matter, there needs to be an
orientation to the learning
method of that subject. In
other words, a teacher of

E |

mathematics needs to be
very clear and explain to the
students how to learn math-
ematics. The orientation of
a teacher while teaching a
language, as mentioned
above, would be different
and the teacher needs to
explain to the students the
learning methods of a lan-
guage. The examples can be

multiplied.
Understanding what is the
core of a successful internal-
isation of skills, behaviours
and information that comes
out of learning a subject
will make teaching far. more
effective. It will also give the
approach of ‘man is a learn-
ing animal’ far greater reach.
Like much else, learning
theory needs to be madea
part of the teaching plan.
Somewhere it will mark the
beginning of a more realis-
tic a practical orientation. It
would be useful to remind
ourselves that all learning
affects all of us and remains
a part of the life of the land

we live in.
(The writer is a well-known
management consultant o
international repute. The
views expressed are

Qiofele personal)
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er education

with philosophy’s power

The National Education Policy 2020 acknowledges philosophy’s
importance but falls short in its implementation

ave you ever stared up
Hat the night sky and
wondered if we were
alone? Or maybe you've pon-
dered what it truly means to
be “good” or “bad”? Or why
do millions of birds fly in per-
fect unison across the sky?
Philosophy isn’t some stuffy
subject locked away in a
library. It's like gazing at a
breathtaking sunset and ques-
tioning everything you
thought you knew. Is that
fiery orange glow “real” or just
a trick of light? Does the beau-
ty of a sunset exist even when
no one is around to witness it?
These are the kinds of ques-
tions that philosophers love to
ask. Throughout history,
philosophers from all corners
of the globe have wrestled
with these big questions.
They've debated the nature of
existence, the power of our
minds and the best way to live
a fulfilling life.
The scope of philosophy is
vast, encompassing various
subfields such as metaphysics
(the study of the nature of
reality), epistemology (the
study of knowledge and
belief), ethics (the study of
moral principles), logic (the
study of vaYid reasoning),
\aesthetics (the study of beau-

ty and art), political philoso-
phy (the study of governance
and justice) and many others.
Philosophy also engages in
interdisciplinary dialogue
with other fields, enriching
both philosophy and these
other disciplines.

The importance of philoso-
phy in higher education is
immense. The decline in the
quality of higher education
that we always ponder on in
higher education is due to a
lack of imparting philosophy
in our curriculum. Students
and teachers of the present
generation lack an under-
standing of learning and
teaching philosophy. T%)ough
the National Education Policy
(NEP)-2020 is constructed
with philosophy as the back-
ground, it fails to infiltrate the
minds of students or teachers.
Teaching philosophy is essen-
tial for fostering intellectual
growth, ethical awareness and
critical engagement with the

world, ultimately enriching
both individuals and society
as a whole.

Even in the PhD programme,
though the degree is Doctor
of Philosophy, most universi-
ties do not teach philosophy.
Philosophy equips doctoral
students with the intellectual
toolkit needed to excel as
independent researchers.
Exposure to diverse philo-
sophical perspectives culti-
vates open-mindedness.
Doctoral students learn to
consider different viewpoints,
fostering intellectual curios-
ity and a willingness to learn
from others.

This is crucial for collabora-
tion and navigating the ever-
evolving world of academic
research. For instance, a sci-
ence student m;%ht explore
the philosophical underpin-
nings of the scientific method,
while a literature student
might delve into the concept
of truth and interpretation.
Philosophy hones critical
thinking skills essential for
doctoral research. Students
learn to analyse arguments,
identify biases and evaluate
evidence. They develop the
ability to ask probing ques-
tions, deconstruct assump-
tions and construct sound

BIJU
DHARMAPALAN

arguments supporting their
research. Many doctoral pro-
grams involve research with
ethical considerations.
Philosophy provides a frame-
work for ethical decision-
making. Students grapple
with ethical dilemmas in
research design, data analysis
and publication, preparing
them to navigate the ethical
complexities of their chosen
field. Students learn to artic-
ulate their research ques-
tions, defend their findings
and engage in scholarly
debate with colleagues.
The absence of philosophy
education in higher education
centres could result in a less
intellectually engaged, ethical-
ly informed and critically
minded society, potentially
hindering progress in acade-
mia, governance and societal
development. Even when new
branches of science emerge
over the years, one subject
that stays relevant in every
society, even in a space colony,
will be philosophy. It is high
time we include Philosophy as
a compulsory subject in our
higher education.
(The writer is an adjunct
faculty at the National
Institute of Advanced

Studies; views are personal)
aelnl 6

- A

[~gllle " ]

e s O CTOQ T <


Administrator
Typewritten Text
PIONEER (P-6), 12 APRIL 2024

Administrator
Typewritten Text


ITIMES OF INDIA, 12 APRIL 2024 |

Former VC of
MP tech univ
held over fraud
involving crores

Bhopal: Former vice-chancel-
lor of a tech varsity in MP, Prof
Sunil Kumar Gupta, was ar-
rested by Bhopal police in Rai-
pur on Wednesday night in con-
nection with a financial fraud
worth crores. ,Police had on
April 3announced a reward of
Rs 10,000 for his arrest.

On MP CM Mohan Yadav’s
orders, an FIR wasregistered

on March 3 against Gupta
and five others for transfer- :

ring nearly Rs 19.5 crore of
university funds to private
accounts and fraudule-nt_ly
making four fixed deposits
of Rs 25 crore each. Gupta re-
signed as vice-chancellor _ot.
Rajiv Gandhi Proudyogikl
Vishwavidyalaya (RGPV) on
March 6, and filed for anticl-
patory bail on April 1, but his
plea wasrejected.

Raipur SP Santosh Singh
said “On Wednesday night,
Bhopal police raided the
house of Gupta’s relatives :
wherehe washiding.” NN [ o/ ©
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CUET-UG ap
4+ papers thisyr, up

1.5 Lakh Dip In
Number Of
Candidates

Manash.Gohain
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: The number of
candidates for Common
University Entrance Test
— Undergraduate (CUET-
UG)2024dropped by around
15 lakh this vear, but the
number of tests opted for
more than doubled (from 28
lakhto57.6lakh in this peri-
od). ACUET-UG aspirant is
allowed to apply for a maxi-
mum of sixsubjectsand the
latest application trend in-
dicates that the number of
subjects per applicant is up
to4.3from 2.3 last year.

Nearly 75% CUET-UG
aspirants will sit for En-
glish exam and 62 % for Gen-
eral test this year. Subject-
wise application trend for
the majority of the popular
domain in sciences and lan-
guage papers has recorded
a new high, like English
breaching the 10lakh mark.

However, there is a dip
in commerce, social sci-
ences and humanities.
The test also recorded
nearly a 3% increase in fe-
male participation.

This year over 13.4 lakh
candidates have registered
for the common entrance
testforadmissiontocentral
universities as well as for
participating state, deemed
and private universities. In
2023 the test recorded over
14.9 lakh registrations, up
from 9.9 lakh in 2022 in the
firstedition of the test.

“Anything above 10 lakh

ITIMES OF INDIA, 12 APRIL 2024

g.

pi

icants 0

-""' . 1.9
DY 7 ke

Male
Female

~

**Total application

l,,e"‘ (fee paid) in lakh

4l **Marginal changes in number ex
‘N reconciliation with bank data

APPLICATION TREND

04 2023 2022
134 149 99
71 83 56
63 66 43

pected after payment

“Top 10 domain subjects | 2024 Wz | _2m *Top 52.2““’9“" "'”nn“" —
| General test "~ 1834207 | 808597 524,277 _Sﬂbrm T Tak ST
Chemistry 701750 | 658358 279869  ENdlish AR L2 A

o e Py ~ Hindi 207839 261966 2.14.308
| Physics | 672773 634078 1258211 - — — - 095
 vath ag6365 487609 268752 Skt . BXL SIS
| MﬂthS/ ) 4,86,365 .8 fi [ €90, Beﬂgali 9.065 4.784 &760
sppRedmuthematcs | | b Urdy 6726 12800 3522
Biology/Biological 391409 402224 161840 = YrdU »
studies/Biotecnology/ States/UTs with 75k+ appiications
Biochemistry | {_ Uttar Pradesh 343,067
| Economics/ 21399 228125 150686  pepi {42,906
| Businesseconomics , ___ gihar i 99,061
| Businessstudies 193252 203613 137023  jparkhand 90,661
Accountancy/ Book-keeping 1,80,795 | 186,848 122497  Rajasthan 82,633
Political science 161333 203508 128470  Madhya Pradesh 77,091
History 137568 188949 122139 Haryana 75,548
*NOTE: Each applicant can apply for multiple subjects (max 6)/universities/courses
all variation, which happens such as subjects with high- 88,000 each.
in such a large examinatjon er registrations as well as Even though the total

and13.4lakhanywaysisabig
number,” said UGC chair-
person M Jagadesh Kumar.
According to National
Testing Agency (NTA) offi-
cials, the number could mar-
ginally inerease as payment
reconciliation of some can-
didatesis still pending.
“Though there is a mar-
ginal drop in the number of
candidates, we hope the at-
tendance will be better this
year due to two reasons.
There are more cities and
centres wheretheexam will
be delivered and therefore
candidates will haveto trav-
el comparatively less, An-
other reason is the hybrid
mode where for some sub-
jects the exam will be con-

isabignumber. Thisisasm- ducted in pen-paper mode,

for those in certain specific
regions where computer/
IT infrastructure is an is-
sue,” said Subodh Kumar
Singh, director general,
NTA.Thefinaldatesandthe
subjects for which pen-pa-
per mode will be available
will be decided next week.
Category-wise the percent-
age of female candidates
has moved up from 44.3% in
2023 to 47% this year: In the
first edition in 2022, the per-
centage of female participa-
tionwas43.4%.

The total number of
general candidates is 5.4
lakh (40.3%), followed by 4.8
lakh (35.8%) of OBC (non-
creamy layer). Therearel.4
lakh SC aspirants, and
Gen-EWS and ST with over

number of candidates wit-
nessed a dip, subject-wise
numbers of test takers have
increased in the third edition
of the exam for the seven of
the 10 top choices.

In sciences, chemistry
with seven lakh registrations
is the top choice, followed bv
physics (6.7 lakh), mathemat-
ics/ applied mathematics (4.8
lakh), and biology (3.9 lakh).
Barring biology, each of these
subjects as well as other scj
ence/ technologysubjects like
computer science (1 lakh) has
registered a new high. Do-
main subject registration is
led by General test with a re-
cord 8.3 lakh candidates. On
the other hand commerce, hu-
manities and social sciences

haveseenadropin numnﬁ-s,
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Eleven subjects taught at IIT-Bombay have been listed
world - highest for an Indian university this ye
Delhi University follows with

TIMES OF INDIA, 12 APRIL 2024~

India is featured in 44 out of the 55 narrow subjects (vs 38 in

12023), as well as all five broad subject areas,
its strong global reputation. IIT Bombay's Min
Engineering has been ranked 25, while Its Art

and Design is
between 51 and 100 - on a par with National Institute of Design.
Development Studies at JNU was 20th globally.
Subjec Top Institution/s 2024 Rank
Development Studies | JNU 20
BMS IIM Ahmedabad 22
Dentistry SIMATS Deemed University | 24
Mineral & Mining Engg | IIT Bombay 25
Petroleum Engg IIT Madras »
Data Science and Al IIT Bombay 30
Civil Engg | IIT Delhi 13
Mech, Aeronautical Engg | IIT Madras a4
Art & Design ‘ IIT Bombay 51-100
NID [51-100
Hospitality Chandigarh University 51-100
| JNU 51-100
Anthropology Delhi University 51-100
Politics & Intl Studies  |JINU 51-100
Electrical & Electronic Engg | IIT Delhi 55
Computer Science IIT Delhi 63
Pharmacy NIPER |64
Chemical Engg IIT Bombay B 64
Law Jindat University -
Materials Science 11Sc 2]
Mathematics | 1T Bombay 8
Sociology N 91
Chemistry IIT Bombay 95
Environmental Science | IIT Delhi 100
Statistics IIT Kanpur 101-150
. IIT Bombay 101-150
Architecture IIT Madras 101-150
. JNU 101-150
English Delhi University 101-150
Geogfaphy JNU 101-150
INU 101-150
Modern Languages Delhi University 101-150
Anatomy & Physiology | Manipal University 101-150
Performing Arts “ Hyderabad University | 101-120
Religious Studies JNU 101-140
Medicine AlIMS Delhi 127
Physics & Astronomy 11Sc 134
Economics Delhi University 151-200
Accounting & Finance IIM Bangalore 151-200
Earth & Marine Sciences | IIT Bombay 151-200
Geology _|1IT Bombay 151-200
Geophysics IIT Bombay 151200
Jadavpur University 151-200
Philosophy Delhi University 151-200
History NV bl
Delhi University 151-200
Biological Sciences 11Sc 201-250
' IIT Kharagpur 201-250
Agriculture & Forestry Delhi University - 201250
Education 11T Bombay "1201-250
Media Studies Delhi University 201-250
N INU 251-300
Linguistics Delhi University | 251-300

demonstrating
eral and Mining

ead India’s
Rise In Acadethic Excellence

among the top 200 in the

arin the QS World Rankings.
9 subjects in the list

The results of the QS World Rankings indicate that the
Institutes of Eminence (IoE) programme continues to
drive improvement. In fact, 82% of the IoE entries have either
remained stable or climbed up in the rankings, underscoring
the success of the initiative. Among the |oEs, IIT Bombay has
seen maximum growth with 17 academic disciplines and five
faculty areas listed in the ‘improved’ category, followed by
Delhi University (DU). However, its performance declined in
three areas and didn't change in four. DU that sent 30 entries

has improved in 12 areas while its performance declined in
two and remained unchanged in 12.

QS World University Rankings by Subject 2024
(including broad faculty areas)

Improved M Declined

Unchanged i New
2024 enties
Delhi University 30 [RIIEEIE] R
IIT Bombay 28 [T I«
IT Kharagpur 21 [FTTE) 10«
IIT Madras 22 [ 1 48 -
1T Delthi 19 [NTE] 3 >
Indian Institute of Sc 18 [ 31
Brs 0 (B 7
Banaras Hindu University 9 @ﬂ 37.7),' I’;':fo::?m
Manipal University 8 [THL Declined | 33
University of Hyderabad 7 {1 3 Unchanged | &
Jindal University 2 (1 s
0 5 10 15 20 5

|n Asia, India has secured the second spot in terms of the
number of universities featured, trailing only behind Mainland
China, and holds the fourth position in the total number of
ranked entries (454), after China (1041), Japan (510), and South
Korea (499). India ranks fifth regionally for the number of top
200 entries and sixth for the number of top 100 entries.

Number of
Top 4 Countries In Asia universities
Total entries 2024 ranked
v B E o] 101\ \
China (Mainland) 1041 )8 348 7571 ‘
india 424 [TEIRG7SEY o0 69
Japan 510 [LAREERIIL 59 44
southKorea 499 TB 283 36
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