
PRATAP BHANU MEHTA 

A fighting chance 

THE MOMENTOUS ENDING of Sheikh 
Hasina's rule is both an opportunity and a 
risk. In order to understand it, we need to 
place Bangladesh's experience in the broader 
context of democratic institutionalisation. 
But for India it is vital to not view Bangladesh 
within the frame of our own narcissism. This 
revolution belongs to the people of 
Bangladesh, and it is a moment in their of 
ten fraught quest to make their own destiny 
on their own terms. 

India has vital interests in Bangladesh. 
Bangladesh should not become a staging 
ground for anti-India groups operating in 
the North-east. Any violence against Hindus 
in Bangladesh, even ifit is an aberration, will 
have a profound impact on domestic poli 
tics in India, which in turn will affect 
Bangladesh politics. So far, the army and the 
student movement in Bangladesh are giving 
every positive indication of not letting 
this happen. 

But our degree of narcissism has blind 
sided us. At the governmental level, it led us 
to ignore a central fact of modern politics. 
Authoritarian repression can work only upP 
to a point; dissent, like water, will find its out 
let eventually. So, we sided with Sheikh 
Hasina well beyond what legitimate con 
cerns warranted, and risked becoming apar 
tisan actor in Bangladesh politics, notjust on 
the side of one party but of authoritarianism. 
At the level of civil society and the media, we 
have refused to acknowledge the complexi 
ties of Bangladesh as a society. 

The Indian right wing's construction of 
this event as simply a foreign conspiracy of 
sorts or simply in an Islamist frame, is the 
surest way of alienating the Bangladeshi peo 
ple. Itis a way of calling them dupes, with no 
agency of their own, roughly the same way in 
which the Right thinks of domestic dissent 
in India. It is the same mistake that Hasina 

made by calling her own students razakars. 
Bangladesh politics has been marked by 

two difficult tensions. To simplify, its creation 
as an independent nation did not fully re 
solve the question of its identity as a religious 
or a secular nation with a dominant lan 

guage. Successive rulers, notably Ziaur 
Rahman, attacked the integrity of a possible 
secular future by incorporating a more 
Islamic hue into the constitution and giving 

Bangladesh is unique in degree to which students retain 
the aura of legitimacy in challenging authoritarianism 

The construction, in India, 
that only a pro-India 
authoritarianism can keep 
Islamism at bay has got 
things backwards. In part, 
Islamism thrives either 

because it has the patronage 
of autocrats who use it, or 
because the secular 
opposition has been so 
suppressed that religious 
mobilisations are the only 
available expression of 
discontent. It will likely be 
the case that as democratic 
spaces open up, Islamist 
groups will become more 
visible for a while. But as 

with all modernising 
societies, we have to look at 

the long game. 

more space to Islamist groups to the point 
that they are a significant feature of 
Bangladesh politics. 

Sheikh Hasina also accommodated them 
in part in response to mass mobilisations 
against atheist bloggers. But ironically, she 
also used the religious pretext to legitimise 
various laws clamping down on freedom of 
expression which could be turned as easily 
against her secular opponents. So Islamism 
will remain a strain in Bangladesh politics. 

Butthe construction, in India, that only a 
pro-India authoritarianism can keep 
Islamismat bay has got things backwards. In 
part, Islamism thrives either because it has 
the patronage of autocrats who use it, or be 
cause the secular opposition has been so sup 
pressed that religious mobilisations are the 
only available expression of discontent. It will 
likely be the case that as democratic spaces 
open up, Islamist groups will become 
more visible for a while. But as with all mod 
ernising societies, we have to look at the 
long game. 

There is no guarantee of anything in a 
democracy, but Bangladesh has some 
chance, albeit with some conflict, of making 
it. The character of its civil society is differ 
ent from Pakistan. Even in Pakistan, religious 
parties don't do well in electoral politics. 
Their power is often sustained by the fact 
that, apart from state patronage, they are, in 
So many areas, substitutes for the state. 
Bangladesh has a robustly institutionalised 
secular civil society organisation, one that 
has been central to its developmental story. 
Bangladesh can think of itself as a possible 
zone of freedom, for a religious benchmark 
ing of national identity will once again take 
it down the cycle of conflict and repression. 

The second tension is the institutionalisa 
tion of the party system. The first order of 
business for an interim government will be 
to ensure free and fair elections, one in which 
all parties participate. A boycott by the 
Awami League, or lower turnouts will once 
again condemn the party system to slide 
from democratic upsurge to centralised au 
thoritarianism. The problem has not just 
been that in Bangladesh winning parties 
have enjoyed monopoly of power, often tar 
geting opponents, making the commitment 
to free elections fraught. It has also been 

that each of the parties, as we saw recently 
with Awami League, itself becomes a small 
cabal, controlled by an opaque inner circle, 
increasingly unresponsive. 

Perhaps with the shadow of Sheikh 
Hasina and possiblyeven Khaleda Zia fading, 
a genuine party system might emerge. But 

creating a party system more attuned to ro 
tating and sharingpower, and more commit 
ted to a core set of institutional values, will 
be crucial.Otherwise, the current tendencies 

-social movement upsurge, followed by 
brief demnocracy, then consolidation of an au 
tocratic party affiliated state -will continue. 

It is for this reason that student move 
ments have been so powerful in Bangladesh. 
They were at the forefront of the language ! 
movement in 1952 as well as the independ 
ence movement in 1971. Bangladesh is also 
unique in the degree to which students re 
tain the aura of dermoratic legitimacy in con 
stantly challenging authoritarianism. In a 
system that by turn becomes authoritarian, 
students are the ones who unsettle estab 
lished claims to authority. The image of the 
student Abu Sayed standingwith open arms 
and within seconds being shot revealed the 
character ofthe Bangladeshi state in this mo 
ment like no other image. 

India had student movements during the 
Emergency. There were regional student 
movements, like in Assam. The last big stu 
dent-led movement was the agitation for 
Telangana, but that did not turn violent be 
cause the state was responsive. Again, there i 
is no guarantee. But the fact that Bangladesh ! 
is a student-led movement holds out the 1 
possibility of hope - a sign of a society con-1 
tentiously trying to carve out its own future. 

The recent experience of how popular 
uprisings turn out across the world is not al 
ways encouraging. Apart fromn other things, 
Bangladesh will face economic headwinds. i 
But no power, especially India, should short 
circuit the complex process of modernisa 
tion Bangladesh is going through for its own 
gains. And if Bangladesh can internalise the 
message of its students � that religious na 
tionalism is the surest road to authoritarian 
ism �the region will have a fighting chance. 

The writer is contributing editor, I 
Te The Indian Express 
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SANDIP BANERJEE 

The low 
budgetary 
allocation 
undermines the 
efforts needed 
for successful 
implementation 
of the National 
Education Policy 

Missing the mark 
Union Budget 2024-25 could have been more generous in allocating funds to crucial components 
of the education sector, so as to facilitate comprehensive reforms tozards realising the NEP goals 

et us consider a typical 
situation where people 
are gathering to discuss 
about the future of a 

country. There will be so many 
suggestions, so many references, 
and so many hypotheses. Some 
will talk about employment, some 
about infrastructure, and some 
about holistic development and 
economic growth. Now, taken 
separately, each point is impor 
tant individually, but collectively, 
there is a common thread: educa 
tion. There is a famous saying that 
if one wants to destroy a country, 
the first thing to be destroyed is 
education. Such is the impor 
tance of education in our lives. 
It is not just about individual 
accomplishments; it is about col 
lective social development. In the 
modern yardstick, equity, diver 
sity, and inclusiveness are three 
paramount parameters of human 
development. All these parame 
ters are closely connected to edu 
cation because only an inclusive 
education system can thrive on 
the success of mass development. 

The National Education Pol 
icy emphasises on bringing more 
people under the canvas of edu 
cation. The policy has also rec 
ommended skill enhancement 
and improvement in vocational 
standards. Therefore, there is 
no wonder in expecting that the 
National Budget should address 
education issues with adequate 
financial provisions. The Eco 
nomic Survey 2023-24 revealed 
a downward trend in the educa 
tion sector. While expenditure on 
education in India has increased 
at a compounded annual growth 
rate of 9.4 per cent from Finan 
cial Year 2018 to Financial Year 
2024, student performance has 
not kept pace, showing signiñcant 
declines in performance for stu 
dents above the 3rd grade. Educa 
tion has been one of the worst-hit 
sectors in the Covid aftermath. 
Naturally, more systematic cate 
gorisation is welcome while dis 
bursing or allocating funds in 
the education sector. Industry 
experts call for increased invest 
ment in education to help proj 
ect India as a leading nation in 

ml development across all spheres. 

The current budgetary allocotion for the education sector falls short of NEP's recommendation 

Eventually, when the Union 
Budget was announced, we found 
an allocation of Rs 1.48 lakh 
crore for the education sector. 
The immnediate reaction was not 

negative. Since the government 
has focused on skill development 
and framed policies aligned with 
it, there is a positive takeaway 
from this allocation. But then, an 
important question crops up: Is 
the allocation enough? Another 
study shows that the current allo 
cation reflects a reduction com 
pared to the revised estimate of 
2023-24 and is not conducive to 

achieving the goals highlighted 
in the National Education Policy. 
While the NEP calls for allocat 
ing 6 per cent of GDP to educa 
tion, the current allocation falls 
considerably short. The Union 
Budget emphasises the theme of 
'Next Generation Reforms, high 
lighting four key groups: Youth, 
Women, Farmers, and the Poor. 
It is crucial to incorporate an 
analysis of the education budget 
when deliberating on reforms 
for the next generation. Educa 
tion falls under the Concurrent 
List of the Indian Constitution, 

indicating that both the Central 
and respective State Governments 
share responsibility for creating 
and implementing education pol 
icies. Public education spending is 
vital for sustaining development. 
Factors like social stability, work 
force productivity, reduction of 
inequality, and executing the con 
cept of distributive justice hover 

around education. However, the 
budgetary allowances do not pri 
oritise education as required. The 
government must understand 
that investing in education fos 
ters a cohesive community with 
a better sense of social moral 
ity and responsibility. Here, one 
must understand that investment 
in education does not imply pri 
vate participation alone; the pub 
lic-private model holds greater 
significance. Efforts should be 
directed towards skill enhance 
ment and vocational excellence, 
but elementary education also 
requires special attention. It is 
unfortunate that the govern 
ment does not prioritise elemen 
tary education. The government 
should realise that its claim of a 

rejuvenated India standing tall 
among nations would remain 
futile if elementary education 
slumps downward. The budget 
for school education shows no 
significant rise, with an allocation 
of Rs 73,008.10 crore represent 
ing a 6.1l per cent increase, but 
it is 1.61 per cent in actual terms 
and a mere 0.8 per cent growth 
compared to the revised estimate 
for 2023-24. 

In higher education, the allo 
cation is Rs 47,619.77 crore, with 
a real growth rate of 3.49 per 
cent. This allocation is almost 16 
per cent lower than the revised 
estimate of Rs 57,244 crore for 
2023-24. On the other hand, capi 
tal expenditure also showed an 
absolute decline. Now, an obvi 

ous strain of contradiction has 
surfaced. On one hand, the gov 
ernment is keen on implementing 
the NEP nationwide, but on the 
other hand, the decreased bud 
get allocation undermines the 
efforts needed for its successful 
implementation. A further point 
of concern is the budgetary allo 
cation for Samagra Shiksha. The 
concept of Samagra Shiksha was 
coined to integrate many previ 
ously existing schemes under one 
umbrella. The purpose was not 
only in terms of finance or eco 
nomics but in spirit and essence 
as well. Intentions have been loud 
and clear: to synchronise all into 
the periphery of education. No 
one should be left out. One of the 
deepest dents that Covid made 
in the education fabric is the spi 
ralling effect of dropouts, par 
ticularly from school education. 
Efforts have been made ever since 
to bring these students back into 
the system. That demands spe 
cial measures, and the budgetary 
allocation must pay heed to this 
if the government desires to make 
education for all, or 'Samagra' in 
its actual sense. 

There are, of course, silver 
linings as the budgetary alloca 
tion for Skill India has increased 
by almost 54 per cent. This will 
deinitely boost the process of 
vocational improvement through 
skill enhancement. A point of 
consideration still remains: skill 
enhancement must be linked 
with elementary education, 

or else the goal will never be 
reached. This merits financial 

support from the policymakers. 
There are some patchy areas 

that might call for repair. There 
is a cut of over 50 per cent in 
the allotment of funds for the 
University Grants Commission. 
Dedicated research funding for 
social sciences has been excluded, 
presenting a key challenge for 
domestic institutions of higher 
education with limited options 
to explore. However, a new edu 
cation loan scheme of Rs 10 lakh 
has been introduced for higher 
education in the domestic sector. 
The proposal is laudable, but the 
disbursement must be exercised 
with actual targets. The coun 
try needs more itemised alloca 
tion for research and innovation. 
When we are looking towards 
the future in terms of artificial 
intelligence, we also need to 
think about value education. The 
National Education Policy has 
considered value education with 
priority, starting from the stage of 
elementary education. The gov 
ernment must think about creat 
ing financial scope for research 
and implementation ofvalue edu 
cation, from elementary educa 

tion to higher education. There 
is absolutely nothing wrong with 
creating centres of excellence 
with special financial approval, 
but while doing so, the funda 
mentals of our education system 
cannot be ignored. If the present 
budget focuses on job creation, 
then basic vocational training is 
paramount. It is high time for us 
to think of fnancial literacy as a 
part of education because this 
kind of literacy not only deals 
with basic education but also 
guarantees employment at the 
rural level in particular. Overall, 
the government must remember 
that education, as a key area of 
social development, should have 
higher financial grants. The bud 
get has some commitment to 
enhancing opportunities for the 
youth, but it is not so clear about 
how education will be translated 
into employment. 

The writer is an 
educator from Kolkata. 

Views expressed are personal 
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Vietnamn War Protests 
(United States) 

S 

One of the most iconic 
student protest movements 
that led to a huge boost 
in anti-war sentiments. 
Throughout the 1960s and 
early 1970s, campuses acroOss 
America saw teach-ins, 
sit-ins and shutdowns to 
protest US' involvement in 
Vietnam War. The students 
targeted both Johnson and 
Nixon administrations, 
companies like Dow 
Chemicals with ties to the 
war, and saw thousands 
burn their drafts. These 
actions would ultimately turn 
sentiments against the war, 
with American troops being 
withdrawn by 1973. 

FROM CLASSROOMS 
TO STREETS TO 
PAGES OF HISTORY 
Just like in Bangladesh, student protests have forced 
regime change or forced policy corrections across 
countries and over decades. Rudroneel Ghosh picks 
the most consequential protests 

angladeshi students spearheaded protests that eventually 
brought the curtains down on the Sheikh Hasina govt this 

week. Across the world and in many instances in modern history, 
students have played a pivotal role in bringing about a change of 
regime or, even if they fell short of regime change, forcing major 
policy course corrections. Here's a look at larndmark student 
protests that had a profound impact or left behind a lasting 
impression. That criterion excludes the May 1968 student protests 
in France. While dramatic and led by charismatic leaders, it really 
didn't charnge much. The French establishment prevailed. 

B 

IE Soweto Uprising (South Africa) 

fENN ST2TE SocioLgCISTS FESCE 

Gty tmáges 

In June 1976, thousands of students marched in 
protest against unequal education in Apartheid 
South Africa. Armed police attacked the march, 
leading to anti-Apartheid protests spreading, 
drawing international condemnation of the South 
African regime. Those protests are believed to 
have played a pivotal role in setting the stage for 
the eventual end of the Apartheid regime. 

Velvet Revolution (Czech Republic/ 
former Czechoslovakia) 
Just after the fall of the Berlin Wall in 1989, students 
gathered in Prague to mark the 50th anniversary of 
a protester's death in an anti-Nazi demonstration. 
But it soon morphed into a protest against the then 
communist Czechoslovak govt. Police action against 
the students only fuelled the movement, spreading 
it to other cities, and forcing the communist 
leadership to resign. This made way for a new 
democratic regime in a peaceful transition of power. 

Umbrella Movement (Hong Kong) 
In 2019, a series of protests broke out in 
Hong Kong over a proposed extradition 
bill that would cover extradition to 
mainland China. Students were at 
the forefront of the demonstrations, 
which ultimately forced the Hong Kong 
administration to suspend the bill. This 
was seen as an important victory and a 
crucial stance against creeping Chinese 
Communist Party political control over 
the city state. 

Aragalaya Protests (Sri Lanka) 

Jasmine Revolution/ 
Arab Spring (Tunisia) 
As the birthplace of the Arab 
Spring, protests in late 2010 
and early 2011 led to the 
oustér of strongman Zine El 
Abidine Ben Ali. Students were 
a critical part of the protests 
that broke out after the self 
immolation of Mohd Bouazizi. 
Economic troubles and political 
repression were key issues. 
Tunisia is the most Successful 
of the Arab Spring revolutions. 

Euromaidan (Ukraine) 
Protests broke out in Kyiv in 
Nov 2013 when then president 
Viktor Yanukovych decided 
not to sign the EU-Ukraine 
Association Agreement, opting 
for closer ties with Russia 
instead. Students were the 
core of the protests and also 
the first to mobilise and set 
up barricades, tents at Kyiv's 
Independence Square. Their 
actions led to the eventual 
ouster of Yanukovych, ushering 
in a new dispensation. 

Sunflower Movement 
(Taiwan) 
In 2014, Taiwanese students 
and civil society groups came 
together to protest the then 
Taiwanese Kuomintang govt's 
proposed trade in services 
agreement with China, which 
they believed would hurt the Taiwanese economy. 
The student protesters also 0ccupied Taiwan's Legislative 
Yuan for the very first time. The protests shelved the trade pact and laid the 
foundation for change in 
govt during the 2016 
Taiwanese elections. 

Protests broke out in Sri Lanka in 2022 over the mismanagement of the local economy under President Gotabaya Rajapaksa. University students would play an important role in the demonstrations that would see Gotabaya's exit and the formation of an interim dispensation under President Ranil Wickremesinghe, which steadied the Sri Lankan economy. However, the protesters failed to achieve larger political and constitutional reforms. 
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Cong allegation of no 
Preamble in textbooks 
politics of lies: Pradhan 

TIMES NEWs NETWORK 

New Delhi: Union education 
minister Dharmendra Prad 
han refuted the allegation 
that the Preamble to the Con 
stitution has been removed 
from NCERT textbooks, call 
ing it baseless. He accused 
Congress of engaging in the 
"politics of lies" and claimed 
that their actions demon 
strate a disgusting mentality. 

Pradhan asserted that 
Congress has consistently 
opposed India's developmnent 
and education system, and 
urged those who criticise In 
dian education system to 
seek the truth before spread 
ing misinformation. 

NCERT has made changes 
to its curriculum for current 
academic year, removing the 
Preamble to the Constitution 
from some Class 3 & 6 text 
books across subjects. The 
Preamble, which previously 
served as an introduction to 
core values of the Constitu 
tion, has been excluded from 
textbooks for Hindi, English, 

Mathematics, and "World 
AroundUs" in Class 3, as well 
as from new English textbook 
and Sanskrit textbook in 
Class 6. However, the Pream 
ble remains in Hindi textbook 
and science textbook. 

Ranjana Arora, head of 
the department of curricu 
lum studies and development 
at NCERT, clarified that the al 

IStock 

Pradhan accused Congress of 
violating the basic spirit of the 
Constitution and urged it to 
Comprehend the statute, 
constitutional values, and NEP 
before engaging in petty politics 

legation was untrue. She said, 
"The allegation has no basis. 
For the first time, under Na 
tional Education Policy, 
NCERT has given due impor 
tance and respect to various 
aspects of the Constitution, 
Preamble, fundamental du 
ties, fundamental rights, na 

tional anthem, in textbooks." 
Pradhan argued that Con 

gress's understanding of the 
Constitution is exposed by 
their belief that only the Pre 
amble reflects constitutional 
values. He accused Congress 
of repeatedly violating the 
basic spirit of the Constitu 
tion and urged them to com 
prehend the Constitution, 
constitutional values, and 
the National Education Poli 
cy before engaging in petty 
politics involving the na 
tion's children. 
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Alumnus, a 1970 
batch MTech, gifts 

Funds To Help 
Students, Noted 
Sportspersons 

TIMES NEWs NETWORK 

Chennai: Krishna Chivukula, 
an alunnus of IIT-Madras and 
founder of Indo MIM Technol 
ogy Private Limited, donated 
Rs 228 crore to his alma mater. 
This will be used to give fellow 
ships to top BTech students, 
eminent sportspersons, for 

Krishna Chivakula, founder-CEO of 
Indo MIM, rec�ived an MTech in 
aerospace engineering from I|T-M 

eign students, faculty mem 
bers who do high-risk re 
search, and to bring out a mag 
azine, IIT-M said. 

The institute on Tuesday 
named an academic block after 
Krishna Chivukula, who got an 
MTech in aerospace engineer 
ing from IIT-M in 1970. "This is 
one of the largest donations ev 
er made to IIT Madras. We will 
launch Krishna Chivukula fel 

lows programme to reward top 
BTech students in all branch 
es," VKamakoti, director of IIT 
Madras, told reporters. 

Chivukula, who also has an 
MBA from Harvard Business 
School (1980), was group presi 
dent and CEO at the Hoffman 
Group of Companies in New 
York before he set up his own 
firm. He founded two firms in 
Succession Shiva Technolo 

gies Inc in 1990 in Syracuse, New 
York, specializing in advanced 
mass spectroscopy to certify ul 
tra-high prity materials, and 
Indo MIM in Bengaluru, to pro 
duce smnall metall and ceramic 
components with complex geo 
metries in high volumes. 

Most aircraft carry metals 
produced by Krishna Chivuku 
la's company, Kamakoti said. 

"Iam hoping this willignite 
aspark and culture of giving to 
our oWn country and our own 
people. I am lighting a bigger 
fire (donation) to make a differ 
ence," Krishna Chivukula told 
reporters. He said his BTech at 
IIT-Bombay and MTech at IIT 
Madras helped him get into 
Harvard University and be 
Come asuccessful person. 

"We will support sportsmen 
under the Krishna Chivukula 

sports fellowship programme. 
The fund willalso beused to sup 
port students from developing 
countries, including African 
countries and Saarc countries," 
Kamakoti said. 

The money will also be used 
to convert IIT-M's magazine 
"Shaastra", which features the 
latest discoveries and scientif 
ic and technological updates, 
into a monthly to be distrib 
uted free to students. �Further, 
faculty members who do re 
search under high-risk and 
high-reward' programmes 
will alsO get support from this 

"We are a growing institu 
tion and we have needs. We 
would like to see more such do 
nations," Professor Mahesh 
Panchagnula, dean of alumni 
and corporate relations, IIT 
Madras, said. 

In 2022, two philanthropist 
couples, Susmita and Subroto 
Bagchi and Radha and NS Par 
thasarathy, together donated Rs 
425 crore to Indian Institute of 
Science (IISc), Bengaluru, to set 
up a postgraduate medical 
school and 800 bed multispecial 
ity hospital on IISc campus. 

IT-M 228 crore 

fund," Kamakoti said. 
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Preamblerow 
Omission from textbooks an afrornt to Constitution 

HENational Councilof Educational Research 
and Training (NCERT) 0s no stranger to con 
troversy. From time to time, it is in the spot 
light for what is perceived to be a pick-and 
choose policy when it comes to inclåding, 

excluding or pruning references to contempor£ry events 
such as the Babri Masjid demolition and the Gujarat 

riots �and historical personalities such as the Mughal 
rulers. The latest row certainly an avoidable one -is 
about the reported omission of the Preamble to the Con 

The very thought of making short shrift of the Pream 
ble, whose significance and sanctity cannot be overempha 
sised, is revolting. Veritably the Constitution in a nutshell, 
it articulates the solemn resolve of the people to secure to 
all Indian citizens justice, liberty, equality and fraternity. 

The Preamble is in no way less important than fundamen 
tal duties and rights, the national anthem and the nation 
al song. All these elements have an identity and essence 
of their own and none carn take one another's place. 

Both the NCERT as well as Union Education Minis 
ter Dharmendra Pradhan have claimed that the allega 
tions about the omission are baseless. However, instead 
of giving an evidence-based explanation, the minister 
has chosen to tear into the Congress, saying that the 
Opposition party's 'politics of lies' has laid bare its 
disgusting mentality'. The constitutional values 
enshrined in the Preamble are not the preserve of any 
political party. Nor should any party or government 
delude itself into believing that it can afford to sideline 
this sacred document. It is a no-brainer that the Pream 
ble must be given pride of place in various textbooks for 
languages, science and social and environmental stud 
les, Failure to do course correction would be a great dis 
service not only to our Constitution - which will com 
plete 75 years of adoption by the Constituent Assembly 
later this year but also to Indian democracy. 

stitution from several Class II and Class VI textbooks. 
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