
Girl students block road 
to protest against their 
names being struck off 
Names of over 20 lakh students removed after Bihar Education Depart1ment's recent drive to 
Improve attendance; over 2.66lakh of them were to appear for Class 10 and 12 Board exams 

Amarnath Tewary 
PATNA 

rotesting against 
the Bihar's Educa 
tion Department's 

move to strike off names of 
over 20 lakh students from 
government schools for re 
maining absent, hundreds 
of girl students in Lakhisa 
rai district blocked traffic 

for hours on the Patna-Ja 
mui-Lakhisarai route on 
Thursday. 

Of the 986 girl students 
enrolled in the Lakhisarai 
school, the names of. 127 
students of Class 9 and 357 
of Class 10 have been 

struck off by the principal, 
they said. 

Not enough space' 
The protesting students al 
so said the school building 
does not have enough 
space for them to attend 
classes and there is a lack 
of even basic facilities for 

them. 
"Our names were struck 

off without giving any in 
formation to us. How will 

we appear for the Class 10 
board examination?" a stu 
dents said. 

Later, the district admi 
nistration officials man 
aged to disperse the prot 
esting students after giving 
an assurance that they 
would speak to higher 
authorities of the depart 
ment on the issue. 

Meanwhile, the BJP, 
|which is the main Opposi 

Outside the building: 'Where is the space to accommodate all the 
students in any government school?' FILE PHOTO 

tion party, slammed the 
government's move to 

strike off names. 
"The students are being 

victimised by the govern 
ment to hide faults in the 
State's education system. 
We demand that they be 
immediately reenrolled, 
said senior State BJP leader 
and Leader of the Opposi 
tion in the Assembly Vijay 
Kumar Sinha. 

"If the government 
schools are facing acute 
shortage of teachers, stu 
dents will have no option 
but to go to coaching insti 
tutes," he added, raking up 
a thorny issue. 

Mr. Sinha, who is a 
former Speaker of the As 
sembly, also criticised the 
Nitish Kumar government 
and said it has failed to im 
prove the educational stan 
dards in government 
schools. 

The State government's 
drive to improve atten 
dance began with a set of 

instructions issued by K.K. 
Pathak, Additional Chief 
Secretary, Education De 
partment, in September 
asking all District Magis 
trates to take drastic mea 
sures like expulsion of stu 
dents who remain absent 
at a stretch and �tracking" 
boys and girls studying in 
private schools, or in far 
off places like Kota, while 
remaining enrolled in go 
vernment schools to avail 

benefits of the Direct Bene 
fit Transfer (DBT) scheme 
for textbooks and un 
iforms. 

Over 75,000 govern 
ment schools took action 
and removed names of 
20.60 lakh students (as on 
October 19). Of these, over 
2.66 lakh students were to 
appear for their Class 10 
and 12 Board examinations 

next year. 

Direct benefit transfers 
The Bihar government pro 
vides incentive to school 

students through DBT, 
which costs the exchequer 
3,000 crore per annum. If 
the enrolment of even 10% 
of such absentee students 

is cancelled, a whopping 
300 crore could be saved 
and utilised for other deve 
lopment and welfare 

Lack of teachers' 
Opposing the action, CPI 
(ML) Liberation MLA San 
deep Saurav said, "This is 
simply a dictatorial deci 
sion. The department has 
no right to play with the ca 
reers of students" The CPI 

(ML) Liberation is part of 
the ruling mahagathband 
han in Bihar. 

"Where is the space for 
100% attendance in 
schools? If all students 
start coming to the 
schools, most will have to 
sit outside. And, where are 
the teachers for all subjects 
in each school? It is the res 
ponsibility of the depart 
ment to provide students 
with basic minimum facili 
ties," a retired government 
schoolteacher in Patna, Ra 

"The government 
schools in Bihar do not 
even have minimum facili 
ties for the students. At sev 
eral places, and even in 
Patna, three four 
schools are being run from 
a two-room building" said 
another teacher, prefer 
ring anonymity. 

schemes, the order said. 

madhin Sharma, told The 
Hindu. 
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HC junks plea challenging IAS 
officer's posting as CBSE chief 
The Hindu Bureau 
NEW DELHI 

A recent plea challenging the ap 
pointment of senior IAS officer 

Nidhi Chhibber as the chairper 
son of the Central Board of Se 
condary Education (CBSE) was 
rejected after the High Court 
said she holds the requisite 
qualification. 

In an order dated October 11, 
the court also said it was not in 
clined to issue a writ of quo war 
ranto in this case. The writ of 
quo warranto is issued in cases 

where the court finds that the 
person holding the public office 
does not possess the requisite 
qualification, noted Justice 

The decision came on a peti 
tion filed by the Independent 
Schools Federation of India (IS 
FI). The ISFI had asserted that 
Ms. Chhibber does not fulfl the 
requisite terms and conditions 
for appointment to the position. 
In response, Ms. Chhibber said 
she has the requisite qualifica 
tion and filed documents relat 
ing to her qualification. 

Chandra Dhari Singh. 
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MCD ikely to open reading TOoms in its unused spaces Paras Singh 
letters@hindustantimes.com 
NEW DELHI: The Municipal Cor 
poration of Delhi (MCD) is plan ning to convert unoccupied 
properties and vacant land 
OWned by the corporation such as closed dhalaos (garbage receptacle points) and empty 
spaces in schools and offices 
into community reading rooms, 
municipal officials aware of the 
matter said, adding that the 
department has moved a pro 
posal for approval by the House 
of councillors during the meet 
ing on Friday. 

The policy was moved by the 
community services wing and 
said that, if approved, it would 
extend reading room services to 
underprivileged people living in 
slums and unauthorised colo 
nies in the city. "In the absence 
of facilities to hone their skills... 
most of the people of underpriv 
ileged class languish in pov 
erty... these centres will serve as 

a non-formal schools," the pol 
icy said. The locations of the 
proposed community reading 
rooms (CRR) have not been 
finalised yet. 

A senior municipal corpora 
tion official, requesting ano 
nymity, said that each CRR will 
be manned by an in-charge and 
a multi-task staff (MTS) for the 

day-to-day maintenance of the 
facility. "The CRR units will be 
equipped with at least 2,000 
books which will be a mix of 
books for children, reading 
material for youngsters prepar 
ing for competitive exams and 
holy books to cater to a wide 

Helping Delhi read 

Hindustan Times MY T 

The community reading rooms will be set up in place of closed repurposed dhalaos, and vacant 
municipal properties. They will be operated with the help of Lala Hardyal Library. 

FEATURES OF To be 
THE READING 

ROOM 
decorated with 
wall paintings 

range of users. It has been man 
dated that at least one English 
and Hindi newspaper must be 
subscribed," the official said. 

To be sure, the community 
services department currently 
provides grants-in-aid and over 
sees the operation of the Lala 
Hardyal Municipal Heritage 
Library - the Capital's oldest 
public library system. Besides 
the main library located near 
Town Hall in Chandni Chowk, 
there are 15 smaller branches 
spread across the city. MCD has 
already converted many of its 
closed dhalao sites into mini-li 
braries, with the last such site 
being inaugurated in Kirari in 

2,000 books, one 
English and-Hindi 
newspaper 

Bookshelves, Computers 
tables and with 
chairs 

north Delhi on September 17. 
The official added that the 

vacant sites will be converted 
into CRRs by revamping the 
structures with the addition of 
wall paintings. "The refurbished 
structures will have book 
shelves, tables and chairs. We 
have mandated that each CRR 
be equipped with computer sys 
tems with internet to enable the 

readers to read digital books," 
the above quoted official added. 

Proposal to regularise 
5,000 sanitation workers 
MCD Mayor Shelly Oberoi on 
Thursday spoke about various 
policy matters which will be 

One in-charge 
and MTS to 
maintain CRRS 

taken up by the House on Fri 
day, including the regularisa 

tion of 5,000 sanitisation work 
ers. "As a Diwali gift for sanita 
tion workers on Valmiki 
Jayanti, we are going to regular 
ise the services of 5,000 sanita 
tion workers. Around 3,100 DBC 
workers are being promoted by 
making them multi-task staff. 
The agenda also includes pro 
posal to send MCD school prin 
cipals to universities like Oxford 
and Cambridge," Oberoi said. 

She added that the AAP 
administration plans to desig 
nate 15 municipal wards as 
"rural" so that more services 
can be extended to these areas. 

internet 

Administrator
Typewritten Text
HINDUSTAN TIMES,  27  OCTOBER  2023	

Administrator
Typewritten Text

Administrator
Typewritten Text

Administrator
Typewritten Text

Administrator
Typewritten Text

Administrator
Typewritten Text



{ NCERT ROW } 

No difference between India, Bharat: Minister 
HT Correspondent 
letters@hindustantimes.com 

NEW DELHI: There is no difference 
between India and Bharat, but 
Some frustrated people" are com 
peting with one another to create a 
controversy over it, Ünion educa 
tion minister Dharmendra Prad 
han said on Thursday. 

The minister's comments came 
a day after a political row was trig 
gered over suggestions made by a 
high-level committee constituted 
by the National Council of Educa 
tional Research and Training 
(NCERT) to replace "India" with 
Bharat" in all textbooks. It evoked 

sharp reactions from opposition 
parties, particulariy those from the 
southern states, who described the 
move a "political gimmick' and an 
"attempt to distort history". 

Dharmendra Pradhan 

Pradhan, who was addressing 
a Vice Chancellors' Conference on 

implementation of National Edu 
cation Policy in Gujarat, said a 
"controversy has been going on 
for some time on whether our 
cOuntry should be known as India 
or Bharat". "But what is the differ 
ence? There is no difference 
between Bharat and India. Bharat 
is the name of this country. It was 
NewDelhi 

during the colonial period that 
the English-speaking people gave 
the country the name India," he 
said. "Our Constitution have 
given significance to both Bharat 
and India." 

"Bharat is an Indian name; the 
original name since the beginning 
of the civilisation. However, these 
days, in the mind of a few frus 
trated people there is a competi 
tion going on to Create a contro 
versy around it"he added.: 

On Wednesday, NCERTs social 
science panel chairperson CI Issac 
said the proposed name change 
was part of the unanimous recom 
mendations by the seven-member 
panel in its final position paper. 
However, NCERT chairpersSon 
Dinesh Saklani clarified that n0 
decision has been taken yet on the 
panel's recommendations. 

PANEL SUGGESTION 
'NOT ACCEPTABLE, 
SAYS KERALA CM 
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM: The 
NCERT panel's recommendation 
to replace "India" with "Bharat" in 
school textbooks is "not accepta 
ble", Kerala chiefminister Pinarayi 
Vijayan said on Thursday. 

"Our Constitution recognises 
both names, and this change 
appears to be another step in the 
Sangh Parivar's ongoing effort to 
impose their divisive communal 
ism in our educational institu 
tions and curriculum," he posted 
on X, urging people to "celebrate 
our diverse heritage and 
embrace our pluralistic identity with pride". HTC 
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|DU to start work for setting up East Delhi campus 
STAFF-REPORTER NEW DELHI 

Delhi University will begin 
setting up its East Delhi 

Campus using funds from the 
loan corpus of 7930 crore 
approved by the Higher 
Education Financing Agency 
(HEFA). According to official, 
"the request for HEFA loan of Rs 
930 crore has been approved for 
various development projects, 
including work for the East 
Delhi campus. 

Higher Education Financing 
Agency (HEFA) is a joint ven 
ture company of Cánara Bank 
and the Ministry of Education. 
HEFA provides financial assis-

tance for the creation of educa 
tional infrastructure and 

research facilities in Indias pre 
mier educational Institutions. 

DUs East Delhi Campus is 
expected to be ready within 2 
years after the construction 

begins. Using the approved loan, an 
academic building at Surajmal 
Vihar, which will serve as the 
university's East Carmpus, will be 
built for 120 crore, work for 
which is slated to start in the 
next three to six months, the 
official said. 
The university that currently has 
two campuses North and 
South � had announced expan 

sion plans a few years back. The 
plans envisaged the construction 
of East and West campuses to 
introduce more courses and a 

centre for law. 

After a meeting with the HEFA 
on Thursday, DU's finance office 
said a Detailed Project Report 
(DPR) will be submitted by 
Monday to start the work on set 

ting up the new campus. 
A Memorandum of 

Understanding (MoU) will be 
signed between HEFA and the 
university for releasing the funds 

after the DPR is cleared," anoth 

Dðs finance office wll prepare 
a Detailed Project Report (DPR) 
based on which the amount will 
be released for individual pro 
jects upon the submission of the 
bill directly to the vendor, the 

official said. The Delhi 
University is also slated to begin 
work for constructing academ 
ic buildings in Najafgarh and 
Dwarka for 100 crore and 795 
crore respectively, and multiple 

academic blocks at Delhi Schoo! 
of Economics with Rs 201 crore. 

Additionally, a studio apart 
ment for students in north-west 

Delhis Dhaka for 16l crore is 
also in the pipeline, ofticials 
said. 

A total of195.62 crore of the 
loaned amount will be used in 

the construction of the build 
ing of the Faculty of 
Technology, work tor which 
has already begun and would 
likely be completed by October 
2024, they added. The Delhi 
University had sent a propos 
al to the Centre for funding the 
construction ot the East 
campus. 

er official said. 
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Govt to hike number 
of medical edu seats 
to l,070 in three years 

Abhinav Rajput 
@timesgroup.com 

New Delhi: The Delhi govern 
ment has planned on increasing 
MBBS and MD seats from the ex 
isting 595 to 1,070 in the next three 
years and add 2,000 extra beds in 
hospitals that are being made. 

There are also plans to increa 
se the PG and super specialty me 
dical education seats from 473 and 

123, respectively, by augmenting 
the existing workforce and in 
frastructure, a senior official said. 

Ahealth departmentreport to 
the government has stated the 
"proposal to increase MBBS/MD 
seats from the existing 595 to1,070 
within the next three years". 

A senior Delhi government of 
ficial said: �The government has 
set a target of three years to brid 
ge the gap without any compro 
mise on quality. To get permis 
sion to increase the seats, there 
needs to be upgraded health in 
frastructure, which is being done 
parallelly" 

The National Medical Com 
mission (NMC) recently asked 
medical colleges to submit appli 
cations for increasing seats for 
postgraduate (PG) medical cour 
ses for the 2024-25 academic year. 

The NMC had earlier said that 
the medical colleges established 
in 2024-25 will be allowed to have a 
maximum of 150 undergraduate 
(UG) seats, provided the institute 
follows theratioof 100 MBBS seats 

There are also plans 
to increase the PG 
and super specialty 

medical education 
seats from 473 and 
123, respectively, by 
augmenting the 
existing workforce 

and infrastructure, a 
senior official said 

for 10 lakh population in that state. 
The Delhi government has 

plans to strengthen healthcare in 
frastructure by making 11 hospi 
tals, besides expanding the exis 
ting facilities. 

The 11 new facilities to be ma 
de are hospitals in Siraspur (1,164 
beds), Jwalapuri (691), Madipur 
(691), Hastsal (691), Shalimar 
Bagh (1,430), Sultanpuri (525), 
Chacha Nehru Bal Chikitsalaya 
Annexe (610), GTB Hospital An 
nexe (1,912), Sarita Vihar (336), 
Guru Gobind Singh Hospital An 
nexe (1,565) and Kirari (485), the 
AAPgovernment had earlier said 
in a statement. 

The 10,000 new beds will be ad 
ded to these hospitals but many of 
these upgrades have failed tO me 
et deadlines. 

The government in its report 
said MSc Medical Surgical Nur 
sing Oncology and Medical Surgi 
cal Nursing Nephron-Urology wo 
uld be started soon at the Institute 
of Liver and Biliary Sciences. 
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Govt scheme for 
free medical, civils 
coaching back soon 
Atul.Mathur@timesgroup.com 
New Delhi: Delhi govern 
ment is soon going to re 
launch Jai Bhim Mukhya 
mantri Pratibha Vikas Yoja 
na to provide free coaching 
to medical, engineering, and 
civil services aspirants. 

Delhi SC and ST welfare 
minister Raaj Kumar Anand 
said the government was go 
ing to introduce more com 
petitive exams under the 
scheme for which free coa 
ching will be provided to the 
eligible students. 

The redesigned scheme, 
Anand said, was almost rea 
dy and would be placed befo 
rethe Cabinet for approval. 

The Yojana was laun 
ched in 2018 to provide free 
coaching to Delhi-based 
students from the SC, ST, 

OBC and EWS categories to 
prepare for entrance exams 
for professional courses 
(engineering, medical and 
law) and competitive exams 
for jobs (civil services and 

a banking). Under the sche 
me, the Delhi government 
also paid Rs 2,500 per mnonth 
as stipend to the students to 
help them commute to the 
coaching centres and pur 
chase books and other sta 
tionery items. 

One batch of nearly 5,000 
students was provided trai 
ning before it had to be stop 
ped due to Covid-19. 

The scheme was restar 
ted in November 202l and ne 
arly 13,000 students registe 
red for free coaching. The in 

stitutes, however, stopped 
holding classes after the go 
vernment failed to make pa 
yment. The government 
then carried out physical ve 
rification of students who 
attended coaching before re 
leasingpayments. 

"We have made certain 
changes in the scheme to 
streamline the system of pa 
yment to the coaching insti 
tutes. The coaching centres 
will be made payment every 
six months after verifica 
tion of therecords of the stu 
dents taking classes there. 
We have also devised a moni 
toring system. Similarly the 
students will be paid the sti 
pend every quarter," said 
the minister. 

He added thatthe govern 
ment was also going to add 
more competitive examns for 
which coaching would be 
provided. 

"If the competition is 
multi-tier, we have also de 
cided to incentivise stu 
dents for clearing each level 
of exam. This will motivate 
them to work harder and 
continue their studies," 
Anand explained. 

will The government 
start the process to register 
coaching institutes and stu 
dents after the scheme's no 
tification, Anand said, ad 
ding"We will be registering 
only reputed coaching insti 
tutes so that the purpose of 
providing best possible trai 
ning to the students from the 
deprived sections of /he so 
ciety is fulfilled". al 
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She was a writer in Braille, 
now she's an expert in coding 

Mohita.Tewari 
atimesgroup.com 

Lucknow: For the first time 
since its inception in 2015, a 
visually impaired student 
has gained admission to the 
Indian Institute of Informa 
tion Technology Lucknow for 
the academic session 2023-24. 

From a Braille writer to 
becoming an expert in cod 
ing, 19-year-old BTech stu 
dent Bhuvika Agrawal's 

Talking to TOI, the first 
semester student, who is from 
Mumbai, shared how technol 
ogy hard work and patience 
helped her crack the JEE 
(Mains) and get admission 
to one of the top engineering 
nstitutes of the country 

Born prematurely with 
100% blindness, Bhuvika nev 
er allowed her disability to 
stand between her &her goals. 

IIIT-L director Arun Mo 
han Sherry cannot stop gush 
ing about her: "We feel proud 
that we have gotsuch a bright 
student. We have a disabled 

:friendly campus, but Bhuvi 
ka wanted to study like a nor 
mal student, without any ad 
ditional support, which 
made us even more proud," 
the IIITLdirector claimed. 

Born with 100% blindness, Bhuvika 
never allowed her disability to 
stand between her and her goals 

As a student, Bhuvika 
found Braille too cumber. 
some and found a way to listen 
to content on e-books and vË 
sualise diagrams, charts, etc, 
while she brushed her hands 
Over the computer keypad. 

"In JEE, I had to score well 
inall three-physics, chemis 
try, and mathematics. It was 
very difficult to deal with or 
ganic chemistry as it had a lot 
of illustrations and dia 
grams, something with which 
neither a laptop nor screen 
reader could help. I used to vi 
sualize them, solve and tell 
my scribe to write the answer:. 
Finally I cracked JEE by bag 
ging1,081st rank," she added. 

After a 22-year gap, 
46-yr-old mom back 
in med school for PG 

hen Kalyani Rakecha 
entered the classroom 

on Thursday forthe first day of 
her medical course, students 
greeted her warmly presuming 
she was a faculty member. The 
46-year-old, however, informed 
them she would be a fellow 
resident for the next three 
years. Rakecha, a resident of 
Nashik and a mother of two, is 
returning to a classroom after 
a gap of 22 years. She cracked 
NEET-PG this year and bagged 
a seat in MD-Medicine in a 
private college in the state, 
reports Yogita Rao. It's a 
moment of intense excitement 
& anxiety -she has moved into 
a hostel room with a classmate 
about 20 years younger. 

W 

Rakecha's daughter, 
Sanskruti, who is in first year 

MBBS, and her son were her 
study partners. Though 
Rakecha managed to crack 
NEET-PG Ilast year, she did not 
bag a seat in MD-Medicine. 
This year, she doubled her 
efforts and managed to get 
into a course of her choice. 

journey is an inspiration. 
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8Kschools selectedfor achievement survey 
SANJAY YADAV 

GURUGRAM, OCTOBER 26 

To test the level of mathe 
matics and Hindi subjects, 
the Ministry of Education 
and the National Council of 
Educational Research and 

Training (NCERT) will be 
conducting a state educa 
tion achievement survey. 

More than one crore stu 
dents from across the country 
will participate in the survey 
to be held on November 3. 

The responsibility of the 
survey has been handed over 
to Parakh', the national eval 
uation agency associated with 
the NCERT It will be con 
ducted in collaboration with 
the State Council of Educa 
tional Research and Training 
(SCERT) of all states. 

TO IDENTIFY AREAS OF IMPROVEMENT 

e The aim of the survey is to identify those areas of 
education where improvement is needed. It will help 
explore the possibilties of improvement in the education 
SysIeM Orne states. Mahabir Prasad, scERT DIRECTOR 

SCERT subject expert 
Tanu Bhardwaj said around 
two lakh students of classes 
III, VI and IX from 8,000 
schools of the state would 

participate in this survey. 
Parakh has been entrusted 

by the Ministry of Education 
with the responsibility of 
bringing the school boards of 
states and Union Territories 
on a common level. As many 
as 290 schools of Gurugram 
have been selected for the 

survey. The survey will 
assess the health of the edu 

cation system at the state-lev 
el. The survey covers a wide 
range of competencies like 
the foundational, elementary 
and middle stages of educa 
tion. On the basis of the sur 
vey, the learning ability of the 
students would be identified 
and new programmes would 
be prepared as per their 
needs," Tanu said. 

As many as 89 schools of 
Gurugram block, 64 of Far 
rukhnagar block, 65 of Patau 
di block and 72 schools of 
Sohna block have been 

included in the survey. A 60 
minute examination with 40 
questions would be conduted 
to assess the level of the Class 
III students. For the students 

of Class VI, a 75-minute exam 
with 50 questions will be con 
ducted, she said. 

The objective of the state 
education achievement sur 
vey is to know the level of 
Mathematics and Hindi sub 
jects. The aim of the survey 
is to identify those areas of 
education where improve 
ment is needed. It will help 
explore the possibilities oe 
improvement in the educa 
tion system of the states. As 
many as 8,000 schools of 
Haryana have been selected 
for the Survev by the 

NCERT" SCERT dretor 
Mahabir Prasad said. 

Administrator
Typewritten Text
TRIBUNE,  27  OCTOBER  2023

Administrator
Typewritten Text

Administrator
Typewritten Text



Centre's APAAR ID scheme leaves schools confused 
Officials claim Education Department has not given any guidelines on the issue 
TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE 

FARIDKOT, OCTOBER 26 
The Union Ministry of Edu 
cation's (MoE) move to intro 
duce Automated Permanent 
Academic Account Registry 

(APAAR) and directions to all 
schools to obtain the consent 
of parents to initiate APAAR 
enrolment process has creat 
ed confusion among schools 

in absence of any guidelines 
from the state education 
department. 

According to an MoE letter, 
APAARwill give each student, 
enrolled from pre-primary to 
higher education, a unique 
identification number, apart 
from the already existing Aad 
haar ID. The creation of this 
lifelong unique APAAR ID for 
every student will not only 

helpto achieve the objective of 
"one nation, one student ID'', 
but will also help track the 
educational progress and 

achievement of a student, 
reads the letter. 

APAAR ID will be a gateway 
for accessing Edulocker, 

allowing students to digitally 
store all their achievements 
like results, holistic report 
card, learning outconme, 

besides other achievements 
like ranks in Olympiad, sports 
and skill training. The stu 
dents can use this credit score 
for their higher education or 
employment purpose, the 
MoE's letter claimed. 

Data collected for APAAR 
will be kept confidential and 
Aadhaar number will be 
maskedwhile sharing the data 

reads the letter It will enrol all 
students rom pre-primary to 
higher education. 

Last week, the MoE had 
asked the state government to 
direct the schools to get the 
consent of parents bv holding 
special parents-teacher meet 
ings (PTM) for thre days om 
October 16 to 18. But in 
absence of any guidelines, no 
PTM was held. T with other government userS, 
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